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Now that the weather is finally
getting better, we expect a larger turn-
out for the trips. Don't miss a chance to
soak up some sun while enjoying the sport
of canoeing.

The Editor has a request - please mail all
problems concerning money, membership, and
mailing of NEWSLETTERS to George Stephenson,
Treasurer, 356 Queen Aliese Lane, Jonesbhoro,
Georgia 30236. The Editor has none of the
records and material, and just has to forward
the information, which causes delays.

NOTE: The Editor is leaving the country on May
20, therefore the next DEADLINE for contributions
To the NEWSLETTER will be Monday, May 17, 1971.
All contributions MUST be in my mailbox by that
date, as there will be no way to include any material after that date. If
every one will cooperate, there will be no need for a substitute editor.
Mail contributions to: Mrs. T.C, Fowlkes, 4682 Dudley Lane NW, Atlanta, Ga.,
30327. Thank you.
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Etowah and Chestatee - May 1 and 2, 1971

This will be a two-day outing for those who chose, with camping at Blackburn
State Park. Any who desire to make the trip for only one day, or who wish to
return home Saturday night, can do so conveniently, as the distance is only
70 miles.

On Saturday, May 1, we will meet at 10:00 am at the Cherokee Restaurant just
south of the square in Dahlonega. Please be on time. Those who are camping

may want to arrive earlier to set up camp, although you are encouraged to do
this on Friday. We will canoe the Etowah on Saturday, from Dahlonega to Auraria.
On this evening dinner at the Smith House is greatly encouraged. Afterwards,
there will be singing 'round the campfire at Blackburn State Park.

On Sunday, meet at the park at 9:45 am for canoeing on the Chestatee.

A convenient way to reach both Dahlonega and the park is to take 1-285 to
Peachtree Industrial Boulevard, then north on the new expressway to Georgia
141 to Cumming. About 6 miles north of Cumming, take Georgia 9-E to the
park and Dahlonega. ' '

The Etowah is a class 2 river — satisfactory for those who have had a mini-~-
mum of training. The Chestatee is class 3 - a bit more training and experience
is essential. Please notify co-leaders George and Dot Stephenson if you are
coming: 478-8825. Ross Wilson is the leader.
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LOWER CHATTAHOOCHEE - May 16, 1971

This will be a family float. Meet Sunday, May 16, at 10:00 am in the
Buford Dam parking lot. We will float halfway to Roswell. Please pre-
register with Harry Collins at 366-4315 by Thursday, May 13, 1971.
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CHATTOOGA RIVER - May 22 and 23, 1971

On Saturday, May 22 we will run section 3 and on Sunday, May 23 we will
run sections 2 and 4 in two separate trips. The entire Chattooga River is
beautiful, clean, and is to be included in the national wild and senic
rivers act.

Section 3 has ¢lass III and IV rapids and should not be attempted by
novices. If you have trouble on the upper Chattahoochee and similar

. rivers you should not go on this section. Some of the rapids can be port-
" aged fairly easily, however. '

Section 4 is much more difficult than section 3 and should be attempted
only by those who have a lot of experience in very heavy water and are
prepared for upset under difficult conditions. '

Section 2 is an easy tr1p with only a couple of fairly dlfflcult raplds
which can easily be scouted and portaged if desired.

Saturday - meet at the river and U,S, 76 at 9:00 am..We will leave promptly

(you can bet on 1t) for the put-in point. You will get left if you are not
on time. :

Sunday - Section 2 canoers will meet at 10:00 am at state route 28 and the
river. Section 4 canoers will meet at 9:00 am at the river and U.S., 76.

Please, please, please pre-register for further details and in case of a
change in plans. Leader: Clyde Woolsey - 766-8771 or 261-1180; Co-leader -
Betty Terry - 874-7494.

SUWANEE RIVER FLOAT TRIP - May 29, 30, 21, 1971

From Suwanee Rlver State Park to Branford, Florida, a dlstance of 52.8 miles.
Br prepared to pack all necessary equipment and camping gear in the canoe and
head down one of the South's most senic wilderness rivers. We will camp along
the river's sandy beaches with a driftwood fire and swim im crystal clear

springs. (You may want, to bring along your mask and fins.) We will eat early,

pack the canoes and slowly drift down the river pulling into camp late at
night. :

For safety's sake on the river we recommend no more than two people (with
equipment) to a canoe. Life jackets are required ($25.00 fine if you are

caught without one). Be prepared for mosquitoes, sunburn, and a beautiful
weekend (we hope).



1]

Meet at Suwanee River State Park, Saturday, May 29, at 10:30 am at the
boat landing. To reach the park take I-75 south to Live Oak, Florida.
Exit at US 129 at Live Oak. Turn off U.S. 129 south onto U.S. 90 west
from Live Oak to the Park, a distance of about 12 miles.

REGISTER with Roger Losier's secretary (mother) at 451-5133. Roger will
be the leader.
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PETERSBURG WHITEWATER WEEKEND - April 3 and 4 - Payson Kennedy reporting

The GCA sent its strongest contingent yet to Petersburg this year. We were
represented by six carloads of canoeists. Our youngsters did especially well.
In the championship junior kayak downriver race, Mark Reimer placed second
and Pat Tomeny placed fourth. In the cruising junior kayak downriver race

. ~ Bruce Loehle took first and Reid Dowdle ‘second. Hugh Hilliard and Mike Terry
were fourth and fifth in this class. Cathy Kennedy took first in the cruising
K=1lW junior class.

Claude Grizzard placed second in the cruising kayak dornriver race. Doug
Woodward, Claude Terry and Payson Kennedy all made respectable showings in
the champoinship downriver race although all three were competing in slalom
boats rather than downriver boats.

Others who made the trip and enjoyed cruising, racing and watching were the
Holden family, the Albitz family, Chip Grizzard, Margaret Tucker, Mary
Atkinson, Harry and Cathy Brown, Helen Johnston, Rep Colcord, Butch Terry,
and John and Frances Kennedy. '

We had to leave Sunday before the slalom competition was completed and we
have not yet heard the results. Doug Woodward received only 10 penalty points
on his run so we are hopeful that he may have placed in the champoinship
kayak class. We may have earned some places in the novice and junior classes
as well. :

Toccoa River - April 17 and 18, 1971 - Anna Belle Close reporting

The Toccoa above Lake Blue Ridge is a gem of a little river, offering a
chance for beginners to maneuver around rocks and practice eddy turns and
ferries, with three exciting spots spaced out along the route from Highway
60 near Deep Hole to the take—out on an unnamed road above the lake. It was
demonstrated on both the Saturday and Sunday trips, led by the Albitz's and
the Closes respectively, that an absolute novice may well wish he had had
some lessons, and the biggest lesson was learned by the embarrassed leaders:
Be sure that all persons are wearing life jackets when entering heavy water.

A tip-over each day caught those in the water with preservers nearby, but
not on.

Spring was two weeks behind the city's Dogwood Festival season; the scenery
will be better later on. But the river was sparkling clear. The weather on
Sunday was perfect - Saturday, being a clearer day, was a bit hot on the
slower valley water between the pastures.



The following took the Saturday trip: Jan, Marvin & Mark Albitz; Bill

& Phyllis Crowley; Stuart & Suzanne Kingman; Bob and Betty RobihSon; and
David & Tim Yeakley. With Bill and Anna Belle Close on Sunday were: Stuart
Alston and partner; Bill & Phyllis Crowley; Dick Denny & Dave Coker;
Gladney Davidson & Jun Lee; Bill Dunaway & Max Lorenz; Bronwyn Fowlkes &
Polly Heyward; Craig Lyerle & David Schwab; George, Dot, John & Helen
Stephenson; Betty, Butch & Denise Terry; Margaret Tucker; Bob: & Jean Wells;
Doug, Lynn & Dave Woodward; Clyde, Sherry & Marlene Woolsey and Carol Walker;
and an unregistered couple with two children. A special word of thanks to
the Crowleys who, on Sunday, took four drivers to their cars from Dial. A
number of folks with small children took out at this half-way point.

Here are some statistics for future reference - if you are inclined to
dispose of your NEWSLETTER after the month is over, the editor suggests
you keep this paragraph. Stopping once to get gas, the Closes made the
122-mile trip from Decatur to Blue Ridge Dam (via Dalonega) in 2% hours.
Bronwyh Fowlkes made it from Buckhead via Highway #5 in 2 hours with ’
one gas stop; however Sunday morning is very quiet compared with a week-
day morning. The put-in point on Highway 60 is 16 miles from the Dam.
The take-out point (on the'road to Aska") is 10.5 miles from the Dam.
The narrow back road (dust/mud, bumps, blind curves, rail-less bridges
and steep hills) from take-out to put-in is 13.5 miles. Therefore; the
one-way trip on the dirt road saves only ten minutes of travelling time;
although it is 13 miles shorter. (The hardtop saves your car, to0.) The
Sunday trip took 4 hours and 40 minutes; the part before lunch being
leisurely; the second half rather "pushing it."

* %k ¥

Dogwood Festival Races - April 17, 1971 - Results

Here are the results of the race. Only first,.second, and third places will
be recorded. Unfortunately, the editor in some cases has only last names;
but you know who you are.

Event Winners

C 2 Father/Son 1. Webb

2. Darsey
3. Hunt
C 1 Open (Adult) . 1. Payson Kennedy

2. Clyde Woolsey
3. Claude Grizzard

C 1 Open (16 and under) 1. Wayne Spears
2. Nelson Arias
K 1 W Foldboat 1. Karen Cole
K 1 W Kayak (Adult) 1. Margaret Tucker

2. Mary Atkinson

K 1 W Kayak (16 and under) 1. Cathy Kennedy
2. Helen Stephenson



Event Winners

K 1 Foldboat ' 1. Fred German
2. Forest Cole

K 1 Kayak (Adult) 1. Doug Woodward
' 2. Horace Holden
3. Claude Terry

K 1 Kayak (16 and under) 1. Mark Reimer
2. Reid Dowdle
3. Bruce Loehle

K 1 Kayak (13 and Under) 1. John Kennedy
2. Mike Terry
3. Butch Terry

- €2 WOpeti (16 and Under)  ~ - ~ ‘1. Mylrae - Shaw—— -~ —— S
C 2 Mixed Decked (Adult) 1. Woodward - Tucker
C 2 Mixed Open (Adult) 1. W. Hunt - S. Hunt

2. L. Pulling - M. Pulling
3. W. Close - A. Close

C 2 Mixed Open (16 and Under) 1. Stephenson - Brown
2. Dowdle - Kennedy

K 2 Foldboat 1, Brown - Furr
2. German - German
3. Terry - Lastra

C 2 Open (Adult) 1. W. Crawford - H. Holden
2. K. Mitchell - Fisher
3. Candill - Wesner

C 2 Open (13 and Under) 1, Leslie - Latty
2. J. Kennedy - M. Terry
C 2 Decked - -~ 1. P. Kennedy - M. Reimer-.
C 3 Special . 1. W. Sproat, M.B., Sproat, S.A. Sproat
* k %k

NANTAHALA RACE - July 3 and 4, 1971

Volunteers are needed for the following official positions: 1) Timers; 2)
Judges; 3) Starters; 4) Registrars; 5) Safety Personnel; 6) Sign Makers;
7) Ecology Engineers (clean up); 8) Publicity; and 9) Other Helpers. There
volunteers will meet at Camp Chattahoochee on the following Tuesday nights

at 7:30 pm: April 27, May 11, and May 25. For information, call Horace Holden
at 993-9644.
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DON'T FORGET THE EARLY DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S NEWSLETTER - MAY 17!
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WEEKEND IN THE SMOKIES - April 9, 10, 11 - Payson Kennedy reporting

After some initial uncertainty this weekend turned out to be one of the
most exciting ever for those canoeists who ran the Little River on Sunday.
The weather remained beautiful throughout and there was water to suit all
levels of ability. Friday provided a good warmup run on the Nantahala. The
high point came as we watched Bob Keller, Doug Woodward and Reid Greider
run Wesser Falls. This was the first time we had seen Wesser run.

We were disappointed to learn that the Ravens Fork was low and that fishing
season was open on it, in spite of what we had heard earlier from the Ranger.
We decided to run the upper section of the Oconaluftee from the Smokemont

to the Reservation instead. This was a new section for most of us. It turned
out to be pretty and interesting even though shallow. We returned to the
Nantahala for another run Saturday afternoon. Encouraged by Friday's success
Claude Terry, Doug Woodward, Payson Kennedy and Paul Wiens ran Wesser Falls.
Doug recdrded it all with a movie camera mounted on the deck of his kayak as
he went through. Claude earned the distinction of being the first person to
make a successful eskimo roll in Wesser Falls. A slalom gate hung at the
bottom of Nantahala Falls provided some valuable practice for the decked
boats until dark.

On Sunday morning we left early for the drive across the mountains through
Newfound Gap. On crossing to the west side of the mountains we were all
happy to see the streams and rivers full from the runoff of melting snow.
We met at the Sinks of the Little River which everyone carefully studied
and decided was impossible to run. Doug then ran it - a feat which we still
regard as impossible but fortunately recorded on film. You have to see the
£ilm to believe it. We then ran from the Sinks on down the Little River in
what was one of the most beautiful, exciting and fun runs ever. We all
agreed that when it has enough water this is a near ideal river for decked
boats.

Making the trip were: Bill and Benson Crawford, Howard Holden, the Dowdles,
Forest Cole and family, Fred German, the John Trioms, Clyde and Charles
Woolsey, John Glen, the Albitz's, John Nading, Bill Dunlap and date, Roger
Lozier, the Tery's, Bruce Loehle, Paul Wiens, Harvey Shapiro, and the
Kennedy's. Bob Keller, Reid Greider, Ed Broklebank and Charley Patton, all

... _from other clubs,joined us for part of the weekend. .. ... ..~ .- e



