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President Jimmy, A True River Hero  
Photos shared by Roger Nott 

Article shared from AmericanRivers.org 

Reflecting on the former President’s river 

legacy, on his passing at age 100.  Jimmy 

Carter loved rivers. He grew up fishing as a 

child in Georgia, and later in life became an 

avid paddler.  As governor of Georgia, Carter 

was instrumental in securing protections for 

the Chattahoochee River.  As president, he 

played a key role in strengthening the Na-

tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and se-

curing federal protection for the Chattooga 

River. Carter also ensured a legacy of healthy, 

free-flowing rivers by vetoing construction of 

the harmful Sprewell Bluff dam on the Flint 

River in Georgia, and other unnecessary, destructive dams across the country. 

 

In 2018, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and to highlight 

President Carter’s leadership and connection to the Chattooga,  American Rivers produced 

the film The Wild President with our partners at NRS. 

 

President Jimmy Carter grew up in awe of nature’s wonder. But it wasn’t until he first pad-

dled the Chattooga River that he understood the power and majesty of a wild, free-flowing 

river. 

 

On the following pages are some quotes from the interview that we did with President 

Carter for the film, that did not make it into the final production.  These words share addi-

tional insight on Carter’s connection to rivers and his commitment to their protection: 
(Continued, page 2) 
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(Jimmy Carter, continued from page 1) 

 

On his love of fishing: 

 

“I was an avid fisher from my boyhood days…some of the most vivid memories of my childhood are 

going fishing with my father, who was also an excellent fisherman. Back then it was all warm water 

because we lived in South Georgia.  And it wasn’t until I became governor in the 1970’s that I began 

to learn about fly fishing on the Chattahoochee River.” 

 

On his values: 

 

“My motivation, I think, was trying to preserve as much as I could of the beauty of God’s world. 

Based on my early religious feelings and the heritage that I got from my father and others who 

would try and do the same thing from a sportsman’s point of view… still, you know, being on a trout 

stream which is always lovely, the water’s always pure, the environment’s always conducive to preser-

vation or protection, that’s still some of the most awe inspiring experience I’ve ever had.” 

 

On the photo of Bull Sluice Rapid (taken when he was governor):  

 

“I think people who are explorers and innovators and 

wildlife experts like Claude Terry [Note: Claude Terry 

was one of the founders of American Rivers] were a lit-

tle bit skeptical at first because the governor actually 

wanted to ride in the canoe and go down this precipi-

tous falls in the Chattooga River. So, Claude Terry kind of 

adopted me as one of his students and I learned all I 

could about handling a canoe and then handling a kay-

ak.  And Bull Sluice was a double waterfall, each one 

was about 5 or 6 feet high, and it precipitated down, and to go 

down Bull Sluice in an open canoe had never been accomplished. 

So, Claude and I decided we’d try it. And we actually made it suc-

cessfully, we only had about 4 inches of freeboard left when we 

got to the bottom of a thing but that photograph became very famous…since we were the first 

ones to go down Bull Sluice.” 

 

On vetoing proposals to build harmful dams: 

 

“I vetoed, I think, 16 different dam projects all over the United States which aroused a great deal of 

animosity and also condemnation among members of Congress and Chambers of Commerce and so 
(continued, page 3) 

 

Governor Jimmy Carter and Claude Terry on 

the first tandem canoe run through the chal-

lenging Bull Sluice rapid on the Chattooga 

River. Photo by Doug Woodward.  
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(Jimmy Carter, continued from page 2)  
 

forth. But I tried to maintain as close as I could my commitment that these dams were unnecessary 

and counterproductive for the future and well- being of American citizens.” 

 

On the power of wild rivers: 

 

“I think that the Chattooga was the first time I ever risked my life, I’d say, in going down a wild river. 

And I think it gave me an element of both satisfaction and a 

sense of you might say heroism in confronting the awe- in-

spiring power of the Chattooga River when I had a major 

responsibility as a governor of a state…So I was more deeply 

immersed in the extreme advantages of wild rivers like the 

Salmon River which is called the River of No Return as well 

as those in Alaska and also the Chattooga in Georgia than I 

ever had before. So, it kind of opened my eyes to a relation-

ship between a human being and a wild river that I had nev-

er contemplated before that.” 

 

On his hope for future river protections: 

 

“I think it’s very important for all Americans to take a stand, a positive stand, in protecting wild riv-

ers and scenic areas. I hope that all Americans will join together with me and others who love the 

outdoors to protect this for our children and our grandchildren.”- EL 
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Tallulah PFD Trip Report 
By Jay Davis 

 

Last time I was on the Ocoee, Bryan was like, 

“Hey man you should think about Tallulah, I 

think you are ready. I'll show you down......”  

Soft sells always work best with me.  

 

The weekend before Tallulah I went to Mont-

gomery, thinking, “I'm going to do the craziest 

things I can think of and really test myself. “ I 

threw myself into the biggest holes in the place, 

really testing out my combat roll and ironing out my mental game, and even got my first 

three ever offside combat rolls. So, I thought, “okay, I'm gonna do it.”  Then the election and 

other craziness kinda got in my head, but I went anyway.   

 

I didn't really tell anybody, since I had been invited and the group needed to be small, plus I 

wanted to give myself the wiggle room to chicken out if that's how it worked out.  Which I 

seriously considered doing the entire ride up to the gorge. I didn't sleep well and wasn't 

feeling it.  And then I saw Heath Kaminer on the highway, and I call him, and I'm like, “dude 

where are you going?” He said, “I'm paddling Tallulah with a different crew, where are YOU 

going?” So that was the sign from God, the universe, whatever that I needed to go get it. 

Heath is my good luck charm for sure, and a heck of a friend.  

 

Of course we start walking down the steps and the panic sets in, I'm sweating like crazy, and 

can barely breathe.  When it's my turn to get on the ramp and put on my skirt, I'm having a 

full blown panic attack, no joke. 

I'm warming up by ferrying 

across the small bit of current 

there, and I'm so nervous, it's like 

I have 50% my normal level of 

strength. Last Step, the entrance 

rapid, is so much more vertical 

than it looks from the viewing 

deck or video, duh! Despite my 

stiffness, I run it clean.  I have a 

great boof at Tanner's.  Every-

body starts getting out to scout  

 
(continued, page 5) 
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Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, 

send an e-mail to gcalist-subscribe@groups.io. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the 

GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip. 

(Tallulah trip report, continued from page 4) 

 

Oceana. I'm like, dude, I'm not scouting.  I can either follow someone else's line, or I'll walk.  

If I look at it, I won't run it.  I'm glad I remembered to move my paddle to the left as I hit 

The Thing.  The intense feeling of being at the precipice and thinking, no way, no way, lol. It 

was pretty wild.  

 

The rest of the run was a blur of class 3 and 4 manky rapids. I had one flip and roll in the 

middle of Gauntlet and I'm very glad I made that roll on the first try.  Honestly, the best part 

of the whole thing was pulling into the parking lot and seeing the stunned looks on the faces 

of all the cool kayakers as the king of the nerds came rolling up in there like he was gonna 

do something.  But in reality, I saw the looks of excitement in other kayakers who knew me, 

glad to see me going for it. I won't forget it anytime soon.– EL 



ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To 

subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, 

Winston, GA 30187. 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent 

to The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 
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UPDATE ON FREEDOM TO FLOAT  
 

The Committee on Navigable Streams released its final recommendation to the Georgia 

legislature Dec. 2.   The recommendations provide both good news and bad news for Geor-

gia boaters and the state's outdoor recreation economy.  

 

The good news: the committee rejected creating a "list of navigable" streams.  Any such list 

could have put at risk dozens of streams that are regularly used by recreational boaters. 

This new legislative direction was driven by paddlers, outfitters, county commissioners, 

tourism experts and other stakeholders who spoke up and changed the direction in which 

this committee was originally headed. That's a HUGE accomplishment for grassroots advo-

cacy! 

 

The bad news: the committee's "keep the status quo" approach may lead to the public being 

excluded from popular boating destinations in the future.  The committee's recommenda-

tions fail to recognize Georgia's long-standing common law tradition of permitting boating 

passage down all streams capable of floating recreational watercraft. 

 

Our work to protect the freedom to float has just begun. Legislators must protect small 

businesses, Georgia's outdoor recreation economy, property rights and the public's right to 

pass down streams capable of floating recreational watercraft.  

 

Read a full summary of the report on our Freedom to Float webpage: garivers.org/protect-

our-freedom-to-float-georgia-rivers/ -EL 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/garivers.org/protect-our-freedom-to-float-georgia-rivers/__;!!BFH4GnwD9A!KyVv_-1ohkvMDlu4RysuDCr8vqTzfIdf190pgFlphOEb0SGIsILDbkLmfhDjJrBm5Uyf9hY-4C-SUs2U9KTZSgCj11R-uKw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/garivers.org/protect-our-freedom-to-float-georgia-rivers/__;!!BFH4GnwD9A!KyVv_-1ohkvMDlu4RysuDCr8vqTzfIdf190pgFlphOEb0SGIsILDbkLmfhDjJrBm5Uyf9hY-4C-SUs2U9KTZSgCj11R-uKw$
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Roll Practice Schedule 
 

We have three GCA-sponsored roll practices in 2025.  Please click on the link below to 

access the calendar and sign up.   

 

Cherokee Aquatic Center in Canton, GA  - Weekly on Mondays, 7:45-9:15pm, 

through April 2025 

 

Oconee Aquatics & Recreation Center in Athens, GA  - Monthly on Wednesdays, 

7:30-9:00pm, through April 2025.  $10 each, plus $10 insurance for those who aren’t mem-

bers of ACA 

 

Kedron Aquatic Center in Peachtree City, GA - Every other Sunday, 5:00-7:00pm in 

February and March 2025—The cost per session will be $10 for GCA members and $15 

for non-members.  You will  also need ACA insurance which is an additional $10 per ses-

sion unless you are an ACA member. You will need your ACA membership card or num-

ber  in order to get credit for ACA membership. 

 

Register for Roll Practice: 

https://www.gapaddle.com/event-list/ 

 

Note:  Roll practice prices vary due to the pricing and staffing requirements of the pools 

we use. 

 

If you are interested in making a roll practice happen in your area, we are always willing to 

assist you in getting it set up.  It takes someone willing to find a pool, do paperwork, and be 

present at the practices (or recruit a partner or two).—EL 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gapaddle.com/event-list/__;!!BFH4GnwD9A!PFOEBEQY-MYar_7c12S5iv6Z-iHQa9hJy5qdBVLxFTJYbe3QJ8yuehwMhT8P2EKTPP-oS1sVl8OdlpAKWdYhPWl7KAvL6jU$
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.    

 

 

 

THE EDDY LINE  

 

We need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 4 whitewater. Our 

excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to 

coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

GUIDE TO ACA SKILL LEVELS (KAYAK): 

 

Level 1: Flat water: Ability to control the boat on flat water, moving the boat forwards, backwards and 

sideways; ability to turn the boat. 

Level 2: Up to Class I rapids: Efficient forward paddling, ability to stop the boat, ability to paddle in re-

verse with reasonabile control, ability to use sweep strokes to turn on the move, ruddering, low braces, 

eddy turns, peel outs, forward ferrying, side draws. 

Level 3: Moving water with class I-II rapids: all Level 2 skills, plus reverse ferries, C-turns, S-turns, low 

and high brace to prevent capsize, the ability to turn on the move using edging and bow draws. 

Level 4: Moving water with class II-III rapids: all Level 3 skills, plus the ability to surf and the ability to 

perform a safe and effective roll from a non-setup position in class II-III water.   

Level 5: Moving water with class III-IV rapids: all Level 4 skills, plus the ability to utilize a variety of 

draw strokes, ability to navigate rapids using a variety of strokes and edge management, ability to use sur-

face features and maintain angles while ferrying, ability to enter, exit and sustain surfs with control in both 

waves and holes, ability to blend strokes during maneuvers while maintaining safe, efficient and effective 
technique in challenging conditions a safe and effective roll from a non-setup position in class III-IV water. 
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Thank you to our sponsors/partners 

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email ad-

dresses. If an email to you bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an updated email ad-

dress. 

 

GCA welcomes paddlers from all races, 

genders, and sexual orientations. We will 

continue to strive to promote diversity 

among the paddling community and work 

to create a safe space for all to enjoy 

our paddling adventures.  

https://advkeen.co/CanoeKayakGeorgia


Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2025, is  published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.   


