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2024-25 GCA Officer Candidates 

Announced 

 
The Nominating Committee has finalized, and 

the Board of Directors has approved, a new slate of GCA Officers for the 2024-2025 term.  

A huge,  “Thank you!” goes out to these volunteers who are making themselves available as 

officers to ensure the continued viability of the club.  Without this kind of support, the club 

could not continue to exist. 

 

The candidates are: 

President  Diane Windham 

Vice President Angi Hansen 

Secretary  Debbie Allen 

Treasurer  Vincent Payne 

 

The election will take place at the Fall Membership Meeting & Paddle in October.  Other 

nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  Anyone being nominated must 

agree to serve if elected.  Details of the meeting time and place are available in the newslet-

ter and on the GCA web site at www.gapaddle.com.  Your attendance and participation are 

encouraged.– EL 

Inside this Issue: 
•GRN Fall Gala—Page 2 

•West Fork Tuck Release—Page 4 

•Memories of Beloved Members—page 7 

•Southeastern Race—Page 8 

Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, 

send an e-mail to gcalist-subscribe@groups.io. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the 

GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip. 
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Georgia River Network’s 2024 Fall Gala 
By, Diane Windham, GCA president (shared from the GRN website) 

 

River recreation enthusiasts, conservationists, and leaders from across the state gathered to 

honor Georgia river conservationist President Jimmy Carter, celebrate the Okefenokee Wil-

derness Canoe Trail, and support public access to Georgia’s waterways at the Georgia River 

Network (GRN) 2024 Gala held on August 22 at the Atlanta History Center. Jimmy Carter 

received the Georgia River Hero award for his enduring environmental legacy for Georgia’s 

rivers. Josh Carter accepted the award on behalf of his grandfather. 

 

President Jimmy Carter loved spending time outdoors, especially on rivers, and preserved 

many wild spaces for outdoor recreation. After paddling the Flint River, then-governor Jimmy 

Carter vetoed plans for three dam proposals on the Flint. After paddling over Bull Sluice on 

the Chattooga River, he protected the river from dam building and designated the Chattooga 

as a Wild and Scenic River, the first river to receive the title nationwide. 

 

As president, Jimmy Carter continued to protect wa-

ter resources and encourage river recreation. He de-

authorized more than 16 national water reclamation 

projects that would have harmed rivers and encour-

aged river recreation by signing into law legislation 

that designated land to establish the future Chatta-

hoochee River National Recreation Area and the 48-

mile Chattahoochee River Water Trail that flows 

through Atlanta.  President Carter also worked to 

protect water on the coast by creating the Shore Pro-

tection Act that saved Little Tybee Island from mining, 

and the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act that 

banned mining in the marsh. 

 

The program continued with the showing of a new GRN video highlighting the historic use 

of Georgia’s waterways, the robust paddlesport community of today, and what we can do to 

ensure all rivers and streams remain open for future river enthusiasts. The video presents a 

very real concern that streams where paddlers have plied for generations are at risk of being 

closed to the public. The rivers that root us to our cultural and natural heritage and support 

our state’s towering paddlesport economy could be lost to the paddling community without 

immediate intervention.  The link to the video is below. 

 

The History of Freedom to Float on Georgia's Rivers  
(continued, page 3) 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/m.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv2T24qOfcQ__;!!BFH4GnwD9A!O3DI8Qbm4O-YRGY9QdkLTh6-7jxSSkhhra9eUF7JcnvcR2hywaURXZvZcBNfM5Rw2xd8NfpRsQgmliHTaGH06R12qA3qEA4$
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(GRN Gala, continued from page 2) 

 

This year the Georgia General Assembly passed HB 1172, a bill designed to clarify Georgians’ 

right to boat, fish, and hunt on our rivers and streams. Legislators also passed a resolution to 

create a legislative study committee to investigate which streams in Georgia are navigable. In 

the process, legislators signaled a strong intention to restrict paddlers rights to freely explore 

all of Georgia’s river and streams, indicating their interest toward using the 1863 definition of 

navigable streams, originally designed for river freight as the standard to judge where river 

recreation should be allowed to occur. 

 

Georgia River Network is presently advocating for legislation that will protect the public’s 

right of passage on streams capable of supporting small, person-powered watercraft. This kind 

of “recreational boat test” is already in place and working in North and South Carolina. Join-

ing this fight with GRN to protect the Free-

dom to Float are many river recreation lead-

ers, guides, outfitters, and paddlers who are 

working to advance legislation that will keep 

Georgia’s rivers open for river recreation. Or-

ganizations supporting the Freedom to Float 

Coalition include American Whitewater, Amer-

ican Canoe Association, Georgia Canoeing As-

sociation, and Tennessee Valley Canoe Club. 

GRN presented an award at the gala to all the 

Coalition members. 

 

Following the recognition of the Freedom to Float Coalition, GRN presented their annual 

River Champion award to the oldest coalition member, The Georgia Canoeing Association 

(GCA), for more than fifty years of work to connect the state’s citizens with Georgia rivers. 

Long before there were any river protection groups in the state, GCA began leading trips, 

providing instruction for new paddlers, conducting river clean-ups, and wading into murky le-

gal waters to preserve our right to boat Georgia’s streams. In the 1990s, they participated in 

lawsuits, both successful and unsuccessful, that shaped how Georgia interprets our boating 

rights laws. Since 2005, they have served as partners of Georgia River Networks’ annual Pad-

dle Georgia journeys, providing financial support and safety boaters during the last two dec-

ades of these annual adventures. Because of GCA’s more the 50 years of paddling the state’s 

stream and rivers, the Freedom to Float Coalition can now document continuous use of 

Georgia’s most popular paddling destinations, many of which are currently at risk as the state 

attempts to define where we can and cannot legally boat. The assembled group thanked the  

 
(continued, page 4) 
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(GRN Gala, continued from page 3) 

 

Georgia Canoeing Association for 56 years 

of service to Georgia’s rivers and the state’s 

paddle sports community. Diane Windham, 

current president of GCA, gratefully accept-

ed the award on behalf of the club.—EL 

 

 

 

West Fork Tuckaseegee Dam Release  
By Aine Hansen 

 

You’ve probably heard of the intense kayaking on the Green River Narrows and the 

Nantahala Cascades, but there’s a chance you haven’t yet heard of the West Fork Tuckasee-

gee dam releases. But it’s well worth a visit, whether you’re a serious Class IV+ boater or an 

avid spectator.  

 

This is a dam release event, and a spectacular transformation. Ideally you’ll arrive early, and 

see a narrow, trickling fountain cascading off a 

cliff into beautiful, crystal-clear ponds on the 

rocks below.  It’s the kind of place you might 

imagine splashing with toddlers on a hot sum-

mer day.  Not so today.  

 

A siren blows when the dam releases up-

stream, but it’s faint and anyone hard of hearing 

is likely to miss it. It’s a bit like your phone 

alarm sounding from underneath a pillow in a 

distant bedroom. But the countdown has be-

gun, even if you’re not really sure whether you 

heard anything.  A whole lot of nothing hap-

pens for the next 19 minutes as the crowd clears the riverbed, though there’s a pulse-y feel-

ing of tension in the air, and experienced boaters comment on the distant sounds of water 

crashing. But you and me newbies?  We will probably notice nothing other than a drone or 

two flying overhead, and boaters starting to carry their vessels across the dry rocks. Fifteen 
(continued, page 5) 
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(West Fork Tuck, continued from page 4) 

  

minutes later, the path they’re using will be fully submerged and unsafe to cross.  

 

As you watch, the trickle of water at the 

top suddenly becomes a full-fledged wa-

terfall, booming with water at the top, 

pausing for a moment while filling the 

first ledge, then dumping over the next 

level in an all-encompassing deluge. In 

just a few moments, the landscape trans-

forms from idyllic and serene to a jaw-

dropping display of nature. Mist billows 

into the air and people sitting on both 

sidelines are instantly drenched and cold 

despite plastic rain jackets (though I 

strongly recommend wearing one re-

gardless).  Water spills across the dry 

rock platform, ranging from ankle-deep to torrential depths.  And the boaters get ready to 

start.   
 

Want to boat it yourself or visit as a spectator? Keep reading for details. 

 

The Schedule:  Timing is everything, as this release only happens about five times each year. 

To find the schedule, do a web search for “West Fork Tuckasegee dam release schedule” and 

select the link from Duke Energy. Ignore the color-coded calendar and look for the note 

“West Fork Tuckasegee River Bypass Release Dates” to know when the water will be crank-

ing. In 2024, the releases took place April through August.  

 

Want to Boat It?  Reach out to your Class V boating buddies and ask them if you have the 

skills for this run. The river is mostly Class IVs with a couple of Class V rapids, and it’s full of 

boulders and dead trees that are plainly visible both before and after the water releases. If 

you don’t yet have Class V creeking buddies, it’s best to stick with watching for now and build 

up your skills on something easier, like the Ocoee.   You can also find some details on the 

American Whitewater web site under “Thorpe Dam to Thorpe Powerhouse on Tuckasegee 

Reservoir (WF Tuck).” 

 

Want to Watch?  There are two trails that reach High Falls, both about 2 miles long, and 

both heavily trafficked. Like the Green and the Cascades, you’ll be there with several hundred 
(continued, page 6) 
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(West Fork Tuck, continued from page 5) 

 

new friends, so politeness and a good atti-

tude will go a long way.  

 

South/West Trail (river left) 

The first trail is shorter, steeper, and 

makes for more dramatic photos. It has a 

large parking lot and is recommended for 

people with good knees, as some people 

describe it as “nearly all stairs.” You can 

find it in Google Maps as “Cullowhee Falls 

South Trail Head” at 1966 Pine Creek Rd, 

Cullowhee, NC 28723 

 

North/East Trail (river right) 

The second trail is a wide, meandering 

trail with gentle slopes. People carry tod-

dlers on this side, and it’s better for peo-

ple whose knees may be less robust. You 

can find it in Google Maps as “High Falls 

North Trailhead” at 358-1486 State Rd 

1158, Glenville, NC 28736. Park along the 

side of the gravel road and enter the trail 

at the gate.  As you’re walking, whenever 

the trail has an obvious fork, stay left.  

 

For either trail, bring decent shoes that won’t slip when the rocks get wet. Some people like 

to bring hiking poles, and snacks, water, and a camera are worth considering.  A plastic pon-

cho is very strongly recommended; you’ll likely be soaked to your skivvies within 90 seconds 

of the water pouring over the cliff edge, as mist billows into the air, filling the entire river ba-

sin. You’ll also need a dry cloth or 10 to wipe your camera lens. Side note: he water is muddy 

at first, but clears noticeably after a few minutes. It’s not a bad idea to have some dry clothes 

back in your car, and any children or pets should be very securely guarded. There’s plenty of 

room to walk safely outside the river flow, but a moment of distraction for a child or pet 

could be perilous.   Some people leave after the first few boats launch; some people stay for 

the duration. Whatever you choose, it’s a memory that will leave an impression.  - EL 
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Memories of Beloved Members Who Have Passed Away  
By Roger Nott, GCA Historian 

 

Editor’s note: This is the first article in a series featuring past GCA members 
 

Since our wonderful recent GCA trips on the Oco-

naluftee and Raven Fork, I have been reminiscing 

about friends on many annual GCA trips there since 

my first in 1980.  This photo was taken at the Pioneer 

Village in 1982.   Shown left to right in the front are 

John Osborn, Tee Brower, Helen and Ted Sparks, and 

Bill Jones. Behind them are Les Davenport, John 

Brewer, Larry Smith, John Brower (kneeling), Betsy 

Darken, Susan and Mark Levine, and Beth and Roger 

Nott. 

 

Mark and Susan Levine joined the club around 1980 and were 

immediately, and for many years, very active.  Sadly Susan 

passed away a few years ago and Mark, our 1983-1985 Presi-

dent, died in early March 2024.  Both had been honorary GCA 

life members for their exceptional service to the club.  Mark 

was my vice-president from 1983 to 1985, strongly supported 

me, and was as good a president as we have ever had.  He took 

over compiling and printing our annual membership directory 

and, when we lost our longtime newsletter printer, also printed 

for many years at a low cost both it and the directories (which 

always included good paddling photos of Susan). 

 

Mark greatly improved the monthly newsletter’s format and ini-

tiated a “Name the Newsletter” contest in February 1983, 

changing it to “The Eddy Line”.   During his tenure as president 

he suggested and ran biannual weekend socials and named 

them the “Gala,” and the “Extravaganza”.   He was our Canadi-

an canoe training director and our Chattooga representative to 

the Forest Service for many years.  He volunteered generously 

and very effectively in all the areas of the club’s work, such as 

the annual Southeasterns’ Wildwater and Slalom races on the Nantahala and our various legal 

actions over the years.  He also coordinated many regular and cleanup club trips.  - EL 

Mark Levine and Jay Davis at the GCA 

50th anniversary celebration 
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Southeastern US Wildwater Championships - Downriver Race 

 
Come join the Georgia Canoeing Association on Sunday, October 20, 2024, for the 56th 

year of the Southeastern US  Wildwater Championships, the oldest whitewater race in the 

Southeast.  The race will be on the Nantahala River from the Forest Service put-in at Wayah 

Road to Finish Rock .  This race attracts top racers from the Southeast and beyond, but is 

open to anyone who wants to see how quickly they can get down the Nantahala. 

 

Volunteers are needed on race day for racer check-in and for race timing. If you are inter-

ested in volunteering, contact Carol Proctor, creiser11@gmail.com, 404-597-2128. Please 

contact Carol if you have any difficulty registering to race. 

 

Racers are strongly encouraged to pre-register.  Pre-registration fees are $20 for current 

ACA members and $30 for non-ACA members.  If you register at the race, the fees are $25 

for ACA members and $35 for non-ACA members (cash or check only).  To get the ACA 

member price, you must be a current ACA member and provide your ACA member num-

ber.  Fees include a commemorative race t-shirt for all racers and help the GCA cover the 

permit and insurance costs for the race.  Any remaining funds go to the GCA River Access 

Fund.   

 

As part of online registration, you will be directed to answer some questions and sign the 

ACA online waiver for the race.  Please do this even if you have already signed the ACA an-

nual waiver (they are in two different systems).  You will receive a confirmation email when 

your registration is complete. 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE AT 11:45 PM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18.  After that time 

racers must register in person at the race.  Additional t-shirts may be purchased for $15, ei-

ther during pre-registration or at the race.  T-shirts will be available for pick-up at the race 

check-in table on the day of the race. 

  

Race Schedule: 

Wayah Road USFS Put In 

Racer Check-in:  9:00am to 10:00am 

Volunteer Meeting:  10:00 am 

Competitor Meeting:  10:30 am 

Race Start (1 Minute Intervals): 11:00 am 

Awards—Nantahala Outdoor Center - River Left:  1:00pm to 3:00pm 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.    

 

 

 

THE EDDY LINE  

 

We need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 4 whitewater. Our 

excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to 

coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

GUIDE TO ACA SKILL LEVELS (KAYAK): 

 

Level 1: Flat water: Ability to control the boat on flat water, moving the boat forwards, backwards and 

sideways; ability to turn the boat. 

Level 2: Up to Class I rapids: Efficient forward paddling, ability to stop the boat, ability to paddle in re-

verse with reasonabile control, ability to use sweep strokes to turn on the move, ruddering, low braces, 

eddy turns, peel outs, forward ferrying, side draws. 

Level 3: Moving water with class I-II rapids: all Level 2 skills, plus reverse ferries, C-turns, S-turns, low 

and high brace to prevent capsize, the ability to turn on the move using edging and bow draws. 

Level 4: Moving water with class II-III rapids: all Level 3 skills, plus the ability to surf and the ability to 

perform a safe and effective roll from a non-setup position in class II-III water.   

Level 5: Moving water with class III-IV rapids: all Level 4 skills, plus the ability to utilize a variety of 

draw strokes, ability to navigate rapids using a variety of strokes and edge management, ability to use sur-

face features and maintain angles while ferrying, ability to enter, exit and sustain surfs with control in both 

waves and holes, ability to blend strokes during maneuvers while maintaining safe, efficient and effective 
technique in challenging conditions a safe and effective roll from a non-setup position in class III-IV water. 



Page 10 

VOLUME 59,  NO.3  THE EDDY LINE  

Thank you to our sponsors/partners 

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email ad-

dresses. If an email to you bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an updated email ad-

dress. 

 

GCA welcomes paddlers from all races, 

genders, and sexual orientations. We will 

continue to strive to promote diversity 

among the paddling community and work 

to create a safe space for all to enjoy 

our paddling adventures.  

https://advkeen.co/CanoeKayakGeorgia


Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2024, is  published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.   


