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Save The Hemlocks 

By Dan MacIntyre 

GCA is more than just a paddling club.  We 

must also be responsible stewards of the 

rivers that we paddle.  If we do not take 

care of them, who will?  The Hemlocks that 

grace the banks of our north Georgia rivers 

desperately need our help.  It is literally a 

matter of life or death. 

 

GCA is partnering with Save Georgia’s 

Hemlocks and Paddlers for Hemlock Health 

Action Team (PHHAT) to save Hemlocks 

along Georgia’s rivers.  Our mission is to 

treat Hemlocks along the river banks that 

are difficult to reach by land.  Our first en-

deavor will be on the Cartecay River on 

March 7.  We will meet at Blackberry at 

10:00 to organize our tree saving paddle.  

We need every GCA member who is com-

fortable paddling the Cartecay (including 

with portages around the major rapids) to 

turn out and help the club treat the Hem-

locks.  We have trained a group of treatment 

leaders who will guide you in how to do this. 

 

WHY DO WE NEED TO DO THIS?  The 

Hemlocks are considered by most paddlers 

to be the most beautiful trees on the river.  

They are huge and green.  Not only are they 

beautiful, they are also essential to the health 

of the river.  They are the primary shade tree 

that keeps the waters cool for trout and all 

of the smaller creatures who inhabit the riv-

ers.  They also provide shade for smaller riv-

erine plants, stabilize river banks with their 

massive root systems and provide food and 

shelter for dozens of species of animals.  

Without our Hemlocks, Georgia’s rivers and 

river banks will not be the same. 

 

WE HAVE BEEN INVADED by the Hemlock 

wooly adelgid.  This is a very small but very 

prolific insect that feeds on the Hemlocks’ 

needles and causes them to fall off.  This, of 

course, kills the tree.  The tree then falls in 

the river and becomes a strainer.  Every tree 

that is not treated will die. 

 

THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO SAVE THE 

HEMLOCKS.  Each tree must be treated, one 

tree at a time.  That is why we need a mas-

sive turn out. 
(continued, page 2) 
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS SO EARLY IN 

THE YEAR?  We will apply a lifesaving chem-

ical to the tree’s roots.  The tree then takes 

the chemical to the needles with its circula-

tory system.  That circulatory system is 

most active in the early spring when the 

new needles are forming, so that is when 

the treatment is most effective.  If you are 

not used to cold weather paddling, talk to 

someone who is about how to prepare.  

Rule number one is no cotton.  You will like-

ly get your feet wet, so buy or borrow some 

shoes or socks that act like wet suits.  Bring 

a towel and some dry clothes in the boat 

with you.  There will be lots of safety boats 

with us who will be prepared to help you.  If 

you get cold tell someone immediately. 

 

WHAT IS MY REWARD FOR DOING 

THIS?  You get to continue to experience all 

of the joy that the Hemlocks give us as we 

paddle down the river.  You also get the sat-

isfaction of knowing that you have given 

back to the rivers that have given so much 

to you. 

 

PADDLE FOR THE HEMLOCKS – Cartecay; 

Meet at Blackberry at 10:00 on March 7 for 

a paddle to save the Hemlocks.  We will be 

in and out of our boats treating Hemlocks. 

Come prepared to get your feet wet and 

for the weather in general. 

All of the Hemlocks in Georgia have been 

infected by the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid.  

Unless we treat them, they will all die.  They 

must be treated one tree at a time, so we 

need a big turnout.  We have 20 trained 

treatment leaders.  Not all of them are 

comfortable leading a paddling trip.  We need 

ten paddlers who are willing to lead a group 

on the Cartecay.   Please send me an email or 

give me a call if you are willing to do this.  We 

also need three strong paddlers with swift 

water rescue skills to run sweep.  We may 

have several paddlers who are at their limits 

on the Cartecay, and the weather may be 

problematic.  Please send me an email or give 

me a call if you are willing to do this. 

 

Dan MacIntyre 

Dmacintyre4@gmail.com; 770-551-2747 

 

- EL 

 

 

This year the GCA once again headed south 

over the Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend to 

paddle some of the beautiful rivers and 

streams of Florida. Most of us headed south 

on Thursday to assemble in the Homosassa 

area. Some of us stayed at the Chassahowitz-

ka Hotel, some at the Chassahowitzka River 

Campground and some at various other ho-

tels in the area.  Several of us met up Thurs-

day evening and had a delicious dinner at 

Charlie's Fish House (they serve Tony's Clam 

Chowder!).  

 

On Friday morning we started our paddling 

adventures on the Weeki Wachee River.    
(continued, page 3) 
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We had 23 paddlers who put on at the 

spring head in Weeki Wachee Springs State 

Park and took out at Roger's Park.  This is 

a beautiful stream which often has mana-

tees on it during colder weather.  Our 

weather on Friday was beautiful: sunny with 

a high in the upper 70's. This made for love-

ly pad-

dling 

weather 

but may 

be the 

reason 

we only 

saw one 

manatee 

on the 

river. After paddling we all went to The Up-

per Deck for dinner.  

 

On Saturday we paddled the Alafia 

(pronounced Al-uh-fye) River.  This was an 

exploratory trip - none of us had ever pad-

dled this river before.  We had 26 paddlers 

who put on at Alderman's Ford Canoe 

Launch and took out at the Alafia River Ca-

noe Rentals property.  The owner of the 

property was extremely nice and helpful. 

She let us park on her property and helped us 

with our shuttle so that we were able to have 

all of our vehicles at the take out. The weather 

that day was very pretty and warm again with 

highs near 80 degrees.  The river was a black 

water river and was pretty but we didn't see 

much wildlife on the run.  It was nice to run a 

new river but I believe that in the future I 

would prefer to run the Hillsborough or the 

Withlacoochee.  After paddling we stopped at 

Tippy's New Orleans Kitchen for dinner. 

 

On Sunday we paddled the Rainbow River. We 

all met at the Rainbow River Canoe and Kayak 

property and they shuttled us and our boats 

over to K.P. Hole State Park. The weather  
(continued, page 4) 
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forecast for today was not very nice - high 

of about 70 with an 80% chance of rain and 

storms.  We had 22 paddlers who braved 

the conditions and launched from K.P. Hole, 

paddled up to see the spring head and then 

continued downstream to the outfitters 

which is just past the confluence with the 

Withlacoochee River.  We were very fortu-

nate with the weather. It drizzled a bit on us 

while we were shuttling but it really didn't 

rain on us on the river and it cleared up af-

ter a short time and was then sunny for 

most of the day. Today's lesson: if you listen 

to the weather man you will miss a lot of 

really nice days on the river.  After paddling 

some of us went to Swampy's Bar and Grill 

for dinner. 

 

Monday was our last paddling day.  We had 

12 paddlers who launched on the 

Chassahowitzka River which is an out and 

back run - no shuttle required.  The night 

before a cold front had moved in and the 

temperature dropped significantly - we had 

a high of only 55 on Monday. This turned 

out to be quite fortuitous - the cold weath-

er brought the manatees in to the spring 

area. We saw lots of manatees on the Chaz 

and they were very curious and friendly this 

year.  We looked at the manatees for a while 

and then made the short paddle to the Sev-

en Sisters Springs.  Then we paddled to 

Snapper Hole where we found more mana-

tees who were checking out our boats and 

rolling around and waving at us.   After visit-

ing with the manatees for a while we pad- 
(continued, page 5) 
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dled up to The Crack.   This year, for the first 

time ever for me, we were able to actually 

paddle all the way up into the spring and park 

our boats on the sand. We ate lunch there and 

some of us played around in the spring for a 

while. When everyone was ready, we headed 

back out toward our cars. We did stop at 

Snapper Hole again for one more manatee vis-

it.  After paddling, some of us went to 

Moschello's Pizza for dinner.  

 

On Tuesday morning the GCA Florida Winter 

Paddle 2020 was officially over and we all 

headed out on our different paths. I'm looking 

forward to next year! - EL 

Tallulah releases are upon us.  

 

GCA weekend is April 4-5.  We need to 

round up some volunteers.  Shifts are 8am-

noon and 11am-3:30pm.  Contact Tammy 

Lea if you are available for this fun assign-

ment.   

 

See Tallulah Gorge in her spring splendor 

with the river thundering and rub elbows 

with the paddlers, (Disclaimer: please limit 

rubbing to metaphoric elbows to avoid ac-

cusations of harassment) 

 

Visitors are prohibited from entering the 

gorge during the whitewater releases UN-

LESS you are a paddler or a VOLUN-

TEER.  Then you are allowed to go down 

into the gorge.  It is a worthwhile view and 

a worthwhile cause.  Without volunteers 

these releases would not be possible.  Call 

today before Tammy has to start a waiting 

list (2nd Disclaimer:  not very likely as we 

are beating the bushes looking for volun-

teers and we could really use you.) 

 

Also, you do not need to be a paddler to 

volunteer so bring along your non-paddling 

spouse on this adventure.  Even if you have 

retired from active whitewater you can still 

volunteer.  (3rd Disclaimer:  There are 666 

steps down into the gorge and 18,079 steps 

out of the gorge.  I counted them.  If this is  
(continued, page 6) 
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too strenuous for your liking be sure to ask 

for registration duty.)  

 

Good times, good cause, good grief get go-

ing.  Email Tammy Lea:   

EddyLineEditor@gmail.com 

 

-EL 

GCA has partnered with ERA  to offer some 

specialty clinics this spring.  These clinics are 

for GCA members only and have a special 

price.  To register, go to www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Slalom for Recreational Boaters 

March 21, 2020 

Interested in slalom? Or in improving your 

river running/creek boating skills using sla-

lom?  This is the day for you. We will start 

with some flat water training and then head 

to the gates.  Slalom boats will be availa-

ble,but plan on using your river running boat 

to apply those skills to your boating.  

Cost: $75/person with a minimum of 4 peo-

ple.  Skill: Class II-III paddling skills are a mini-

mum requirement 

 

Ocoee Tune Up 

May 9, 2020 

if you have been down the Ocoee a minimum 

of one time, but are not confident in your 

Ocoee skills, this is the workshop you 

need.  Time will be spent talking about opi-

tonal lines on the river, and what individual 

skills you need to be a confident Ocoee 

paddler by the end of the season.  

Cost: $75/person with a minimum of 4 peo-

ple.  Skill: Class III paddling skills are a mini-

mum requirement.  A previous trip down 

the Ocoee and comfort running rapids like 

Nantahala Falls. 

 

Slalom for Recreational Boaters 

May 16, 2020 

Interested in slalom? Or in improving your 

river running/creek boating skills using sla-

lom?  This is the day for you. We will start 

with some flat water training and then head 

to the gates.  Slalom boats will be availa-

ble,but plan on using your river running boat 

to apply those skills to your boating.  

Cost: $75/person with a minimum of 4 peo-

ple.  Skill: Class II-III paddling skills are a min-

imum requirement. 

 

Playboating for Beginners 

May 17, 2020 

Want to start playboating?  This is where 

the very basics start!  Spins, Surfing, Cart-

wheels are all within your reach! Cost: $75/

person with a minimum of 4 people.  Skill: 

Class II-III paddling skills are a minimum re-

quirement. 

 

Directional Rolling 

June 5, 2020 (Friday) 

Do you need some work on your roll? Are 

you rolling on both sides? Have you started 

rolling directionally?  This is the day for roll-

ing.  We will include flat water and moving  

water time.  Come prepared to be upside  
(continued, page 7) 
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down and ready to improve your roll. 

Cost: $75/person with a minimum of 4 peo-

ple.  Must be a current GCA member.  

Skill: Class II-III paddling skills are a minimum 

requirement 

 

Ocoee for Advancing Your Skills 

June 7, 2020 

This is for Ocoee boaters who can make it 

down the river, but want to use the Ocoee 

to become a solid boater with Class IV aspi-

rations.  Challenge lines, work at play spots 

(particularly hole surfing) and homework are 

all part of the day.  Cost: $75/person with a 

minimum of 4 people.  Skill: Class II-III pad-

dling skills are a minimum requirement—EL 

Nomadic Flow Outfitters is Atlanta's premier paddlesports retailer conveniently located 

just north of Atlanta in Canton, Ga along the beautiful river banks of the Etowah River. We 

offer a full service retail shop carrying all the best brands in the industry, rental/demo pro-

grams, paddling schools and guided trips. Our friendly and knowledgable team is dedicated 

to serving our amazing paddling community and making paddling adventures more easily 

accessible for all. So whether you're looking for those relaxing float trips, fishing your local 

spot or chasing after the rush of whitewater our team at NFO is here to help you!  

Address: 141 Railroad St 

               Canton, Ga 30114 

Phone: (470) 292-6706 

Website: www.nomadicflowoutfitters.com 

Email: info@nomadicflowoutfitters.com 

Hours 

Monday-Wednesday: Closed 

Thursday: 11am-7pm 

Friday: 11am-7pm 

Saturday: 10am-7pm 

Sunday: 12pm-7pm 

Broken Nose Eddy Clinic with ACE 

Kayaking School— 

 

Want to catch ALL the eddies in Broken 

Nose?  Joe Gudger of ACE Kayaking School 

will be offering a special clinic just for GCA 

members.  Cost is $25 per person, and 

space is limited to 8 people.  Date is April 

19.   

 

Requirements:  a reliable combat roll and 

comfort on the Ocoee.  All participants will 

be vetted by Joe Gudger prior to the clinic. 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster James Writght at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker at bcwalker55@gmail.com.  

As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the 

efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com  

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

Cherokee Weekend   March 21-22  Roger Nott, 678-316-4935  rogernott@att.net 

Spring Membership Paddle  April 19  see www.gapaddle.com for details  

Jack Taylor Birthday Paddle  May 2   Carol at 404.597.2128 or creiser11@gmail.com  

GCA Spring Extravaganza  May 15-17  see www.gapaddle.com for details  

  

 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.  

For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail eddylineeditor@gmail.com.   

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the fol-

lowing bit of river etiquette in mind:  Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if 

your guest is an inexperienced paddler.  This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will 

not have safety boaters., and it’s considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler.  Please don’t 

put the trip coordinator in the uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

 



Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Associa-

tion, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help 

members share information of general interest. To sign 

up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@groups.io. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including 

membership application and GCA waiver form), a link 
to the GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are 

all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, 
video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu 

trip. 

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To 

subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187. 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to 

The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2020, is  published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.   


