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KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of 
The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated 

email addresses. If an email to you bounces back, you 
will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an 
updated email address. 
 

Peachtree City Roll Practice  

Peachtree City roll practice sessions started 

on Sunday, November 3, 2019.  The full list 

of dates is below. Please look at them care-

fully – they are roughly every other week 

but there are some variations in the sched-

ule. Remaining dates are: 

2/9/2020 

2/23/2020 

3/8/2020 

3/22/2020 

 

We will meet at the Kedron Aquatic Center 

in Peachtree City from 5 pm to 7pm. Please 

arrive at the facility about 4:30 pm to fill out 

paperwork and be ready to go at 5 pm 

when the pool becomes available for our 

use.  Also, please be sure that your boat is 

clean – there is no hose available at the pool 

so you will need to rinse off your boat be-

fore you arrive. 

 

The details will be the same as last year.  The 

cost per session will be $6 for GCA members 

and $10 for non-members. You will also need 

ACA insurance which is an additional $5 un-

less you are an ACA member.  You will need 

your ACA membership card or number in or-

der to get credit for ACA membership. 

 

This is a very nice, large facility.  It is large 

enough to bring your canoe or sea kayak to 

roll and still leave plenty of room for other 

people.  The water and facility are heated, but 

aren’t hot, in my opinion.  Some people roll in 

just a rash guard but I am usually too cool 

that way.  If you get cold easily you might want 

to bring a couple of layers with you the first 

time until you have an opportunity to see 

how the temperature works for you. There 

are nice changing rooms with showers for af-

ter roll practice. 
 

Many times a group of us will go to Mellow 

Mushroom afterwards for dinner. You are all 

welcome to join us.  If you have any questions 

please feel free to contact me 

at lshkayaker@gmail.com –EL 
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NOLS Wilderness First Aid 

And CPR Certification 

NOLS WILDERNESS FIRST AID (WFA) – 

Saturday & Sunday, February 22-23, 2020 

from 8:00am-5:00pm 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – $20 off prior to 

December 15th! Must be a GCA member to 

participate ($35 annual membership).  Go to 

www.gapaddle.com for more information 

and to sign up. 

The NOLS Wilderness First Aid (WFA) cer-

tification course will help you prepare for 

the unexpected. This fast paced, hands-on 

training is designed to meet the needs of in-

dividuals, trip coordinators, and instructors 

paddling and camping in remote locations. It 

will introduce you to caring for people who 

become ill or injured far from definitive 

medical care. 

CPR CERTIFICATION COURSE for 

ADULTS & CHILDREN with AED – Friday, 

February 21, 2020 from 6:30-9:30pm.   

 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – Registration is now 

open to non-members, so bring a friend! Go 

to www.gapaddle.com to sign up. 

 

ASHI CPR and AED is a combined CPR and 

AED program designed specifically for lay-

people. This course is street-based in con-

tent and skills taught, bridging the AHA cur-

riculum to skills needed in a remote setting. 

 

Lower Toccoa Creek 

April 21, 2019 

by Roger Nott, Exploration Chairman  

Sunday, April 21, 2019, was a beautiful, al-

most cloudless day and predicted to peak in 

the low seventies.  I hadn’t been able to re-

cruit any paddling buddies but had my six-

teen foot Buffalo Canoe on the car, a good 

road bicycle inside for the shuttle, and maps 

showing me that there was in the Chatta-

hoochee National Forest an undeveloped 

stream that I and no one I knew of had ever 

paddled.  I didn’t expect many rapids but 

hoped it would be beautiful and fun to pad-

dle.  The water was up, I was itching to pad-

dle, and Toccoa Creek beckoned.  

Toccoa Creek gets its name from the Cher-

okee word "Tagwâ′hĭ," which is applied to 

several Georgia streams and means “place of 

the Catawba people.”  The Toccoa Creek I 

was eying flows east from around the west-

ern Habersham County community of Mid-

way for about 16 miles into the Tugaloo Riv-

er, though its last few miles since 1962 have 

been inundated by Lake Hartwell.  Toccoa 

Creek drains the Eastern Continental Divide 

from two 1610-foot peaks a few miles south 

of Midway to Mt. Bethel in Midway and then 

drains for four miles to a ridge northeast to 

Black Mountain (1540’) near the northern 

tip of Stephens County.  From there it 

drains south from a four-mile ridge run-

ning east-southeast over Yellowback Moun-

tain (1340’) and to the Tugaloo River.  It 

drops 950’ in its first 13 miles to Lake Hart-

well, whose full pool is 660’, an average of 73 

feet per mile. However the gradient in the 
(continued, page 3)  
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(Toccoa Creek, continued from page 2) 

four and a half mile lower section I was to 

paddle this day averages about ten feet per 

mile until its last 1 to 1 ½ miles in the 

backwaters of Lake Hartwell, which was 

2.4’ above full pool this day. 

 

Toccoa Creek’s watershed drains most of 

the northern quarter of Stephens County, 

Georgia, including the City of Toccoa and 

lands radiating clockwise from its west to 

northeast.   Its watershed borders those of 

the North Fork of the Broad River to the 

south, the Soque to the west, Panther 

Creek and its major tributary Davidson 

Creek to the northwest and north, and 

Prather Creek to the northeast and also, to 

the southeast, Walton Creek, much of 

which is impounded in Lake Louise, home 

to the Georgia Baptist Assembly. The entire 

Toccoa Creek watershed is within the stat-

utory boundaries of the Chattahoochee 

National Forest, though almost half is still in 

private ownership. Its watershed is detailed 

on the Ayersville, Tugaloo Lake, and Toccoa 

USGS topographical maps, but the Toccoa 

topo includes 

virtually all of 

its boatable  

miles.  

 

Toccoa Creek 

is best known 

for its dra-

matic and 

beautiful Toc-

coa Falls, 

which has the 

largest sheer 

drop on a ma-

jor stream in Georgia, 186 feet.  (The 262-

foot vertical drop into the Tallulah Gorge, on 

river left just upstream of Oceana, by the 

low volume Caledonia Cascade is the only 

sheer falls in Georgia which exceeds it.)  In 

the late Nineteenth Century the area just 

downstream of the Fall was home to the re-

nowned Haddock Inn, which, located only 

two miles northwest of Toccoa’s Southern 

Railroad Station, attracted well-heeled visi-

tors from throughout the Southeast.    

 

In 1899 a small rock crib dam was built 

2,000 feet upstream of the Falls to provide 

electricity to Haddock Inn and the City of 

Toccoa. In 1911 the Inn and adjacent proper-

ty became the site of the school now known 

as Toccoa Falls College.  The College built a 

38-foot earthen dam over the original rock 

crib dam in 1940 to increase the plant’s 

power production and greatly enlarge the 

upstream, now 40-acre, Kelly Barnes Lake. 

 

Tragically at 1:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 

6, 1977, after five days of almost continual 

rain totaling seven inches, this dam cata-

strophically burst. 176 Million gallons of wa-

ter from the lake surged over the falls and 

through the gorge downstream, creating a 25

-foot crest carrying 24,000 cfs for several 

minutes through the campus below.  39 col-

lege students and staff members were killed 

in the deluge, which also destroyed 29 build-

ings and caused almost $3 million dollars in 

property damage. 
 

There is no gauge on or very near Toccoa 

Creek.  On Friday, April 18, 2019, it had 

rained about three inches at the Duncan 
(continued, page 4) 
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(Toccoa Creek, continued from page 3) 

Bridge gauge, but by Sunday the Upper 

Chattahoochee gauge at Leaf had dropped 

to a low level of 1.65.  However, I was en-

couraged that the Hwy. 76 Chattooga read-

ing was still a very generous 2.92, so I be-

lieved Toccoa Creek would be running. 

 

At the Hwy. 17 bridge near Toccoa Falls I 

found the Creek a little low, but it seemed 

just passable a mile downstream at the Toc-

coa Water Treatment Plant on Scenic Drive 

just north of the Toccoa city limits.  I found 

the stream there clear and only slightly 

smelling of disinfectant chemicals.  However 

its bed was still quite narrow, and it was al-

ready early afternoon, so I decided to begin 

my paddle 3-4 miles downstream, where the 

run and bicycle shuttle would be shorter 

and the creek wider and hopefully less likely 

to be blocked by logjams.  

 

I opted to take out on Lake Hartwell at the 

first public access point I could find in the 

Owl Swamp.  To get there drive from the 

railroad tracks in Toccoa north 3.2 miles on 

GA 184 and then bear right (east) another 

two miles on GA 106 past the turn to Lake 

Louise on the right.  Then turn left onto the 

paved Owl Swamp Road, which leads in 0.7 

miles to a shallow but open area of the lake 

on the left.  The lakeshore here is about 300 

yards south of where Toccoa Creek empties 

into Lake Hartwell, creating a long, narrow 

delta, no doubt considerably augmented by 

the 1977 disastrous flood.  

 

I chained my bike in the woods where the 

water’s edge was closest, about forty feet, 

from the road and opposite its intersection 

with Home Sweet Home Drive.  I then 

drove back to Hwy. 184, turned right 

(north) onto 184 for a mile, and stopped at 

a bridge over Toccoa Creek. There was not 

much room for parking, but below I found a 

nice three-foot 

drop, plenty of 

clear water, 

and this invit-

ing scene:  

 

 

Seeking a bet-

ter put-in and 

more creek 

upstream to 

enjoy, I drove 

north on Hwy. 

184 and imme-

diately turned 

left (west) on-

to Mikell Camp Road, which leads to a love-

ly youth camp and convention center oper-

ated by the Episcopal Diocese of Atlan-

ta.  After 0.7 miles through a lovely rural 

valley I turned left on Old Rothell Road and 

in 0.1 miles I reached Little Toccoa Creek, 

the largest tributary of Toccoa Creek, which 

it joins 0.3 miles further downstream.  Ac-

cess here was easy, and the cool, even clear-

er waters of Little Toccoa Creek flowed 

spritely into a dense canopy of mature for-

est. The creek here was only about 25 feet 

wide but full and unobstructed as far as I 

could see.   As I was about to embark I was 

approached by a man who lived nearby and 

inquired about my plans.  I feared he might 

object to my passage through private prop-

erty but instead he seemed intrigued  
(continued, page 5) 
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(Toccoa Creek, continued from page 4) 

by my plans.  He said he had never known 

of anyone boating Little Toccoa or Toccoa 

creeks but thought it was a wonderful 

idea.  I invited him to join me.  He said he 

wished he could and warned me to watch 

for downed trees, especially in the third of a 

mile to the Toccoa Creek.  This first 

stretch did require some ducking and quick 

maneuvering but no portages and was won-

derfully lushly and densely forested.  How-

ever, I was glad when Toccoa Creek entered 

from the right, more than doubling the flow 

and widening the stream by 10 to 15 

feet.  This was my delightful view looking 

upstream at the confluence:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My first 1.2 miles back to the Hwy. 184 

bridge was through a broad alluvial valley 

that no doubt had been farmed in pioneer 

days.  Now it was almost entirely shaded by 

mature, second-growth hardwoods.  At one 

point I noticed a cleared field through the 

woods on the right and met two men fish-

ing, the only people I would see on my 

trip.  One identified himself as the landown-

er and seemed happy that I was enjoying 

this wonderful day on the water.  He asked 

me if I had been blocked by downed trees, I 

said I hadn’t, but he warned me that a few 

hundred yards before the bridge there was a 

substantial logjam that I might have to por-

tage.  There was indeed, but I was able to fit 

through a three-foot gap near the right 

bank.  I had to step into shallow water for a 

few seconds to pull over small downed trees 

twice shortly after the confluence but en-

countered no blockages after the Hwy. 184 

bridge except for one river-wide downed 

tree in the backwaters of the lake that I easi-

ly portaged in about 20 seconds.  

 

The rapid at the Hwy. 184 bridge was the 

first I encountered.  Thereafter the creek val-

ley narrowed as the stream bisects for two 

miles Tracts CA 2454 and CA 2455, the most 

easterly ones in the Chattahoochee National 

Forest, except for ones 12 miles to the north 

in the Chattooga watershed.  I had seen no 

human structures thus far and was to en-

counter none in the remaining 3.3 miles of 

my paddle through dense forests owned by 

the USFS and Georgia Power.   The creek’s 

gradient and current increased past the Hwy. 

184 bridge as Toccoa Creek cuts through 200 

to 450 foot high hills and ridges, creating for 

2 to 2 1/2 miles alternating short, narrow al-

luvial valleys and narrows with steeply sloped 

banks on both sides and short, easy class I 

rapids.   

 

 I relaxed, with a gentle quartering wind and 

the sun at my back and a moderate current 

as the creek snaked to the north and back to 

the south.  I seldom could see more than 50 

yards ahead, and I surprised a deer and sev-

eral turtles, ducks, herons and kingfishers.  In 

my last two-thirds of a mile the current 

slackened and it became much brighter, as 

open lake water neared both banks.  I had 
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reached the creek’s long delta:  

 

For a while I was afraid that I would have to 

portage over the low banks in the delta so 

as not to pass my intended take-out on the 

lake’s large cove south of it.  However, 

there was finally a shallow break in the 

right bank deep enough to paddle 

through.  (If Lake Hartwell had been lower, I 

might have had to portage to escape from 

the delta.): 

 

 

Unusual for my river trips, I had not lost my 

cellular signal and could easily locate my 

take-out point.  But now, in open water for 

the first time, I was pummeled by a VERY 

strong, quartering, southwest headwind. I 

had to paddle hard for a few minutes to 

reach my take-out, shown at the middle of 

this photo: 

The take-out was simple, but it was a good 

thing I had raised my heart rate, as I now 

had a 4.6 mile bicycle shuttle beginning with 

a continuously steep, mile and a half climb.  I 

was determined not to stop to rest but had 

to zigzag from one edge of the roadway to 

the other much of the way. My reward for 

all this effort was a steep, exhilarating mile 

descent when I got to Hwy. 184, allowing 

me to coast at 30-40 mph all the way to the 

Toccoa Creek Hwy. 184 bridge and not be 

passed by any traffic. 

Toccoa Creek was a delightful little stream 

which I thoroughly enjoyed.  It’s hardly go-

ing to make any hair boater’s list of favorite 

runs, and no boater should feel deprived if 

you never get around to paddling it.  But if 

you like beautiful, natural, intimate streams 

and taking the waterway “less paddled,” as I 

do, Toccoa Creek might be just the gem for 

you.—EL 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster James Writght at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker at bcwalker55@gmail.com.  

As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the 

efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com  

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

 Peachtree City Roll Practice  February 9 and 23  www.gapaddle.com for details 

  

  

 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.  

For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail eddylineeditor@gmail.com.   

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the fol-

lowing bit of river etiquette in mind:  Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if 

your guest is an inexperienced paddler.  This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will 

not have safety boaters., and it’s considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler.  Please don’t 

put the trip coordinator in the uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

 



Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Associa-

tion, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help 

members share information of general interest. To sign 

up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including 

membership application and GCA waiver form), a link 
to the GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are 

all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, 
video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu 

trip. 

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To 

subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187. 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to 

The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2020, is  published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.   


