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Peachtree City Roll Practice

Peachtree City roll practice sessions started
on Sunday, November 3, 2019. The full list
of dates is below. Please look at them carefully – they are roughly every other week
but there are some variations in the schedule.
12/1/2019
12/15/2019
1/12/2020
1/26/2020
2/9/2020
2/23/2020
3/8/2020
3/22/2020
We will meet at the Kedron Aquatic Center
in Peachtree City from 5 pm to 7pm. Please
arrive at the facility about 4:30 pm to fill out
paperwork and be ready to go at 5 pm
when the pool becomes available for our
use. Also, please be sure that your boat is
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clean – there is no hose available at the pool
so you will need to rinse off your boat before
you arrive.
The details will be the same as last year. The
cost per session will be $6 for GCA members
and $10 for non-members.You will also need
ACA insurance which is an additional $5 unless you are an ACA member. You will need
your ACA membership card or number in order to get credit for ACA membership.
This is a very nice, large facility. It is large
enough to bring your canoe or sea kayak to
roll and still leave plenty of room for other
people. The water and facility are heated, but
aren’t hot, in my opinion. Some people roll in
just a rash guard but I am usually too cool
that way. If you get cold easily you might want
to bring a couple of layers with you the first
time until you have an opportunity to see
how the temperature works for you. There
are nice changing rooms with showers for after roll practice.
Many times a group of us will go to Mellow
Mushroom afterwards for dinner.You are all
welcome to join us. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me
at lshkayaker@gmail.com –EL

Page 2

The Eddy L ine

Winter Paddling: Loaded For Bear
By Lisa Haskell
Are you tired of having to start over with
your skills in the spring because you didn’t
paddle during the winter? Are you tired of
being cold on the river? Are you new to
paddling and and haven’t faced this issue
yet? Well, come to this clinic and you’ll soon
have a new motto: “I don’t mind being out
while it’s cold, but I don’t intend to be cold
while I’m out! “
Both kayakers and canoeists are invited to
join us for this classroom clinic on winter
paddling. We will discuss clothing, gear,
equipment and special considerations for
winter paddling. We will have different pieces of gear and clothing for you to look at
and compare.
The clinic will take place at Kedron Aquatic
Center in Peachtree City in one of their activity rooms on Sunday, December 15, 2019
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm. Roll Practice
will start at 5:00 pm. We encourage you to
come to the clinic and then stay for roll
practice – you’ll already be there and a roll
is one of your best defenses against hypothermia and injury. You will be warmer and
safer if you stay in your boat!
The cost for this clinic is $10, and ACA insurance will be required. If you are an ACA
member there will be no additional charge.
If you are not an ACA member you will
need to pay $5 for event insurance. We can
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take up to fifteen people for the clinic. The
instructors will be Lisa Haskell, Jorge Mestre
and Marshall Busko.
If you have questions you can contact me
(Lisa) at lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 8582012.—EL
Holiday Party Giveaway!
YOU CAN WIN BIG FOR TEAM RIVER
RUNNER! Our annual Holiday Party includes donation vouchers – $5 donation
gets 5 tickets (all donations benefit Team
River Runner so donate early and often).
The big item again this year is a Liquid Logic
kayak! Winner gets to pick the model, size
and color. Note: you must be present at the
holiday party to accept all the items except
the kayak. Thank you to Endless River Adventures for sponsoring the Kayak! We also
have a Werner Sherpa paddle, Super Scrappy
helmet, Kokatat PFD, and Watershed Chattooga drybag donated by Nomadic Flow
Outfitters! Stay tuned for more great things
to come!

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of
The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated
email addresses. If an email to you bounces back, you
will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an
updated email address.
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NOLS Wilderness First Aid
And CPR Certification
NOLS WILDERNESS FIRST AID (WFA) –
Saturday & Sunday, February 22-23, 2020
from 8:00am-5:00pm
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – $20 off prior to
December 15th! Must be a GCA member to
participate ($35 annual membership). Go to
www.gapaddle.com for more information
and to sign up.
The NOLS Wilderness First Aid (WFA) certification course will help you prepare for
the unexpected. This fast paced, hands-on
training is designed to meet the needs of individuals, trip coordinators, and instructors
paddling and camping in remote locations. It
will introduce you to caring for people who
become ill or injured far from definitive
medical care.
CPR CERTIFICATION COURSE for
ADULTS & CHILDREN with AED – Friday,
February 21, 2020 from 6:30-9:30pm.
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – $10 off prior to
December 15th! Must be a GCA member to
participate ($35 annual membership). Go to
www.gapaddle.com to sign up.
ASHI CPR and AED is a combined CPR and
AED program designed specifically for laypeople. This course is street-based in content and skills taught, bridging the AHA curriculum to skills needed in a remote setting.

A huge Thank You to all the volunteers who
helped make the GCA weekend at Tallulah a
success. A special shout out to John Blakely
who made sure his mama got breakfast and
lunch and helped show new volunteers the
ropes. We couldn't have pulled this weekend
off without a great crew of volunteers. Special thanks to Kerrie Barloga, Lesley Symington,Vincent Payne and Lindsey Oakley, who
successfully facilitated over 300 boaters
launching from the put-in on Sunday, including a huge number of rafts. Thank you to all
the boaters for your cooperation.
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SAVE THE DATE! This year’s Holiday Party will be on Saturday December 7, 2018 at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 13. The party starts
at 6:00 pm but anyone who would like to help set up should show up
at 5:00 pm.
The club will provide meats for the dinner, and everyone should bring a
side dish or dessert to share. We will provide coffee, tea and water but
you are welcome to BYOB. Bring your family! Bring a friend! Come
ready to have a good time!
The address is:
2350 Austell Rd,SW, Marietta, GA 30008
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
November 3

Peachtree City Roll Practice begins

See www.gapaddle.com for details

December 15

Loaded for Bear Winter paddling class

Lisa Haskell: lshkayaker@gmail.com
(678) 858-2012

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.
For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail eddylineeditor@gmail.com.

Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind: Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if
your guest is an inexperienced paddler. This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will
not have safety boaters., and it’s considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler. Please don’t
put the trip coordinator in the uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Writght at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker at bcwalker55@gmail.com.
As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the
efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

Keeping In Touch
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help
members share information of general interest. To sign
up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including
membership application and GCA waiver form), a link
to the GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are
all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos,
video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu
trip.

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To
subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to
The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.

The Eddy Line, © 2019, is published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while
paddling.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASS OCIATION, INC.
Post Office Box 611
Winston, Georgia 30187
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate
memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and Kayakers of all
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests include
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities. We espouse conservation,
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills
development. Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and
friends. Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents.

