
Inside this Issue: 
Chestatee and Etowah clean-up - page 2 

Nails Creek Exploration Trip—page 4 

GCA Florida Trip—page 7 
 

AUGUST 2019 VOLUME 54 NO. 5  

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of 
The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated 

email addresses. If an email to you bounces back, you 
will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an 
updated email address. 
 

GCA Officer Elections 

GCA Officer elections are upcoming.  The 

board has proposed the following slate of 

officers for the upcoming term.  Voting will 

take place at the membership meeting and 

paddle in October. 

 

President:    

Lisa Haskell 

 

Vice-President:  

Carol Reiser 

 

Secretary:  

Mary Ann Pruitt 

 

Treasurer:   

Vince Payne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCA Fall Membership Paddle 

Come out to the Membership/Officer Election 

paddle on Sunday October 13, 2019 at 12:00 

pm.  We will be in front of the NOC Outfitter 

Pavilion at Powers Island with pizza and soft 

drinks.  We will eat pizza and socialize, have a 

brief club meeting to elect officers and get 

member feedback, and then we will paddle the 

Metro Chattahoochee together. This is your 

opportunity to meet your new board mem-

bers and let us know how we can serve you 

better in order to make the club the best that 

it can be! 

 

Canoes and kayaks are welcome! If you are a 

newer paddler or looking to meet other expe-

rienced paddlers, this is an active and great 

club to be a part of.  Many of our members 

paddle year round with appropriate winter 

gear.  

 

Depending on the water level, the Metro Chat-

tahoochee is an easy class I/II run of about 2.5 

miles. With a few easy but wide rapids, there 

are many places to work on skills and play. 

Dress for cooler temperatures, as the water 

will be cool. 

 
(continued, page 2) 
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Chestatee and Etowah  

Rivers Clean-Up 
By Elvin Hilyer 

Trip Report:  SANTA FE/ICHETUCKNEE 

WEEKEND  

Story and photo by Patrick Barry 

 

(Membership Paddle, continued from page 1) 

 

We will put in at Power’s Island, the take 

out is the Paces Mill CRNRA. Entrance to 

the take out is just below the BP gas station 

located at 3340 Cobb Pkwy, Atlanta, GA 

30339. 

 

A $5.00 entrance/parking fee is required for 

daily use at parking lots in the Chattahoo-

chee River National Recreation Area 

(CRNRA). 

 

https://www.gapaddle.com/events/2019/10/

fall-membership-paddle-and-officer-

elections/ - EL 

Rivers Alive is Georgia's annual volunteer 

waterway cleanup event that targets all wa-

terways in the State. The mission is to cre-

ate awareness of and involvement in the 

preservation of Georgia's water resources.  

Rivers Alive is sponsored by the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources Environ-

mental Protection Division's Georgia Adopt

-A-Stream Program and the Georgia De-

partment of Community Affairs' Keep 

Georgia Beautiful Program. 
 

On Saturday, October 12, 2019, Lumpkin 

Coalition will sponsor cleanup of publicly 

accessible areas of the Chestatee and 

Etowah Rivers in Lumpkin County (and 

possibly Yahoola Creek, Zwerner Reservoir, 

and Etowah River through Dawson Forest).  

Cleanup will include paddling teams on-river 

and land-based teams for sites at public ac-

cess points.  Participants will determine 

whether they wish to be on a land-only or 

paddling team.  

 

Interested individuals; paddling, environmental, 

and special-interest outdoor groups; students 

and youth groups; civic organizations; and 

church groups are invited to participate.  All 

ages will be welcomed.  All receive a Rivers 

Alive t-shirt (to the extent they last).  The fol-

lowing land sites and river sections will be 

targeted by need and by number and interests 

of persons participating. 

 

LAND TEAMS – Persons will be needed to 

comprise teams for the following sites: 

 

CHESTATEE 

 Coppermine Road bridge area and around 

Coppermine Rapid  

 

 Highway 52 bridge area 

 

 Highway 60 bridge area  

 

 Highway 60 take-out/launch area  

 

 Highway 400 bridge area  

 

 Lumpkin County Recreation Park  

 

ETOWAH  

 Hightower Church Road bridge area 

 

 Jay Bridge Road bridge area 

 
(continued, page 3) 
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(Etowah/Chestatee clean-up, continued from page 2) 

 

 Highway 52 bridge area 

 

 Highway 9 bridge area 

 

 Castleberry Road bridge area 

 

 Highway 136 bridge area 

 

PADDLING TEAMS – Persons will be need-

ed to comprise paddling teams (at least 2 

boats per team, preferably more) for the 

following river sections (times are for nor-

mal paddling only; total time will be longer 

due to shuttle and cleanup): 

 

CHESTATEE 

 Coppermine Rapid to Highway 52 – 

about 2.5 hours. Experienced paddlers. 

 

 Highway 52 to Appalachian Outfitters – 

about 2 hours. Easy paddle – no experi-

ence required. 

 

 Appalachian Outfitters to Highway 60 

Take-out/Launch – about 2 hours. No 

experience required. 

 

 Highway 60 Take-out/Launch to Lumpkin 

County Recreation Park – about 3 

hours. No experience required.  

 

ETOWAH 

 Hightower Bridge to Jay Bridge – about 

5 hours. Experienced paddlers. 

 

 Jay Bridge to Chuck Shoals - about 2 

hours. No experience required. 

 

 Chuck Shoals to Castleberry Bridge – 

about 3 hours (with mandatory portage at 

Etowah Falls). Some experience required. 

 

 Castleberry Bridge to Highway 136 – 

about 6 hours (water level will deter-

mine). The “tunnel” section - some experi-

ence required.  

 

 May add Dawson Forest section in Daw-

son County – about 3 hours plus shuttle – 

no experience required. 

 

YAHOOLA CREEK AND ZWERNER RESER-

VOIR  

 

May add these, depending on number of par-

ticipants.  

 

MEETING TIME AND PLACE 

 Meet at 9:00 AM at Hilyer residence.  Park 

along Hwy. 9 near 3865 Dawsonville Hwy., 

Dahlonega – NOT Pine Valley – 

see directions below).  

 Enjoy coffee, juice, and bagels. 

 

 Organize into land and river teams. 

 

 Obtain Rivers Alive t-shirt. 

 

 Sign liability release and disperse to vari-

ous areas. 

 

 Return for burgers/dogs and beverage. 

 

 Submit report on trash-collected. 

 

 
(continued, page 4) 
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Nails Creek Exploration 

Trip Report 
By Roger Nott 

(Etowah/Chestatee clean-up continued from page 3) 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, call or e-

mail coordinators, Elvin or Nancy Hilyer. 

Elvin: elvin3865@gmail.com or cell 706 429 

6011  

Nancy cell 706 429 7079 

(Limited access to email part of September– 

will respond as access allows.) 

 

RSVP IF POSSIBLE 

It would be helpful to know if you are com-

ing.  Notify Elvin at the email address or tele-

phone number above and let him know your 

preference to be on a land team or an on-

river team (and type boat you will be pad-

dling if on-river).   Let him know also: 

(1) if you have a tandem boat and have a 

“vacant seat” for a paddler without a boat;  

(2) if you wish to paddle and need such a 

“vacant seat” – will match to extent possi-

ble.  

(A limited number of boats may be available 

for persons who wish to paddle and do not 

have a boat.) 

 

Feel free to invite friends who would enjoy 

this activity - as part of a paddling or land 

team.  Trash will beckon, rain or shine.  Plans 

will be affected only by seriously hazardous 

weather or too-high water levels.  If water is 

low, well, we can still have a satisfying, fun 

"work" day. 

 

PARKING 

  

This year we will parking along the roadside 

(Hwy. 9) at 3865 Dawsonville Hwy.  Please 

do not park at Pine Valley Recreation Area.  

  

DIRECTIONS TO 3865 DAWSONVILLE 

HWY., DAHLONEGA 

  

From Dahlonega - Go about 6 miles on Hwy. 

9 toward Dawsonville and cross the Etowah 

River bridge.  Go one-tenth mile beyond 

bridge to second driveway on left with sign: 

“3865.”  Park along Hwy. 9, leaving clear pas-

sage for mail-truck to get to mailbox.  Walk 

down the driveway, 

  

From Dawsonville area - Continue toward 

Dahlonega on Hwy. 9 about 7 miles from 

stop sign at Hwy. 136.  Be on lookout for the 

“eyebrow” turnoff on right and sign 

“3865.”  If you cross the bridge, turn around 

and return one-tenth mile after re-crossing 

the bridge to the second driveway on the left 

with sign “3865.”  Park along Hwy. 9, leaving 

clear passage for the mail-truck to get to the 

mailbox.  Walk down the driveway.  - EL 

Nails Creek originates in northern Banks 

County just south-southeast of Hol-

lingsworth, Georgia, and flows southeast 

from there into Franklin County and dumps 

into the Hudson River two and a half miles 

before the Hudson flows into the Broad Riv-

er.  Nails Creek is mostly a fairly tame Pied-

mont stream and probably would never 

make any whitewater paddler’s list of favor-

ite streams.  Yet I thoroughly enjoyed my 

first two trips on it last January.  
(continued, page 5) 
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(Nails Creek Exploration, continued from page 4) 

 

Nails Creek 

attracted my 

attention in 

the early 

1970’s as the 

site of one of 

Georgia’s 

few remain-

ing covered 

bridges in 

the Cromer’s 

Mill community in southwestern Franklin 

County, just northeast of the junction of 

Georgia highways 164 and 106.  The Cromer 

family first settled this area in 1845.  Prior to 

the Civil War they operated a woolen mill 

powered by the creek.  Subsequently they 

added a cotton gin, saw mill and grist mill, all 

of which had ceased operation by 1943.  Lit-

tle now remains of these mills, but the 

Cromer’s Mill Covered Bridge, a 110-foot 

wooden span of Town lattice design built in 

1907, is still in good condition and is now the 

site of a small county park. 

This was my launch site on Sunday, January 6, 

2019.  I had a beautiful sunny day and medium 

high water: 296 cfs on the nearby USGS 

Grove Creek gauge and 7.40 and 3000 cfs on 

the Broad River’s gauge at Carlton.  There is 

a lot of farmland along the creek upstream 

of my put-in, and its runoff was stained light 

brown but had no odor and was not un-

pleasant.  I had left my road bike 7.8 paved 

miles away chained at the Broad River Trail 

access site at the river left, upstream corner 

of the Hudson River’s US Hwy. 29 (GA 

8/174) bridge, which is 3 miles south-

southeast of Franklin Springs and 0.4 miles 

upstream of the Broad River. 

 

My run had three distinct sections:  an initial 

pastoral section of 3.4 miles to Careytown 

Road; 2.75 miles from there to the Hudson 

River confluence; and 2.1 miles further on 

the Hudson to my Hwy. 29 take-out.  The 

8.25 miles took me about 3 hours.  I pad-

dled a 16-foot flat-bottomed Buffalo Canoe, 

similar to a Blue Hole OCA, and enjoyed a 

mild afternoon in the mid-sixties with the 

sun and wind to my back. 

 

The first section, after an initial 200-yard 

class I shoal, was all moderately flowing flat-

water, except for a couple of very small rap-

ids in the first half mile.  Except for a new 

field and the foundation of some former 

large structure on the left just before the 

Careytown Road bridge, both banks were 

heavily forested and natural.  But most of 

the trees along this field, which was lined 

with a barbed wire fence, had been cut to 

the water’s edge by someone unfamiliar 

with stream morphology.  The result was 

massive bank erosion and stream widen-

ing.  At one sharp right bend about 50 feet 

of this fence now extends over the water 

15 feet from the eroded bank.  
(continued, page 6) 
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(Nails Creek Exploration, continued from page 5) 

 

In this first section there were some 

downed trees to paddle around, under or 

over and four river-wide log jams where I 

had to exit my canoe to pull over, one per 

mile.  All were easily dispatched within the 

banks in 20 seconds to four minutes.  Some 

paddlers; in tandem canoes, kayaks and other 

boats in which standing and getting in and 

out is more difficult than it is in my Buffalo; 

might have more difficulty.  For me the very 

serpentine flow and wood to dodge actually 

made the trip more interesting. 

 

I saw no structures or people but quite a 

few animals such as a deer, muskrats, great 

blue herons and kingfishers and many turtles 

and ducks.  The stream bed was mostly 

sandy and might be fairly shallow at lower 

flows.  Shortly after Careytown Road and 

just past a large farm field and chicken 

house, I encountered another small logjam 

which I was just barely able to avoid.  When I 

returned on January 28th, my birthday, at a 

lower flow, I had to get out to pull around it 

on the left. 

For my second trip I put-in at Careytown 

Road and paddled to US Hwy. 29, again set-

ting a bike shuttle of about 5 miles.  I had an-

other gorgeous day but much less water: 

132 cfs at Grove Creek and about 1500 cfs 

on the Broad near Carlton.  The flow was 

considerably less than half of my earlier trip 

but still plenty to avoid any scraping on Nails 

Creeks second section’s numerous class I 

and II rapids, which begin just over a third of 

a mile past Careytown Road and are fairly 

frequent all the way to the Hudson.  Where-

as the creek had only dropped about 40 feet 

in my first 4 miles from the covered bridge, 

its gradient thereafter more than tri-

pled.  When the rapids began, the stream 

dramatically changed from a Piedmont to a 

more Appalachian character, with steep 

rocky banks lined with mountain laurel and 

frequent rocky shoals. Whereas virtually all 

the trees had previously been deciduous, 

now many were towering conifers.  The 

stream widened, and deadfalls were nowhere 

to be seen.   
 

On my first trip my cell phone had gone out 

of battery at the first rapid past Careytown 

Road on Nails Creek, which was really 

pumping that day: 

All my pictures thereafter show the Nails 

Creek rapids at a more moderate level, 

when there were fewer play spots.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(continued, page 7) 



 

GCA Florida Winter Paddle 2020 

By Lisa Haskell 
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(Nails Creek Exploration, continued from page 6) 

 

But, I still enjoyed plenty of action.   

 

This 150-yard rapid was class III at higher wa-

ter but more technically demanding on Janu-

ary 28th.  It drops about 5 feet initially and a 

total of 9 or 10 feet through its runout: 

 

 

 

Things settled down in the last three-

quarters of a mile, but there were still many 

pleasant rapids.  The only two residences on 

the creek appeared, on the left less than a 

half of a mile from the Hudson and on the 

right immediately before the conflu-

ence.  Both were attractive, but the first 

homeowner had cut much of the streamside 

vegetation in front of his large house, creating 

a great deal of bank erosion.  There were also 

about 10 houses in the 2.1 miles of the Hud-

son that I paddled, mostly on the left and 

four in the initial 200 yards.  I talked briefly 

with some men outside one grilling steaks 

near a canoe.  They were friendly and inter-

ested but did not seem surprised when I told 

them I had come down Nails Creek. 

The Hudson was about three times wider 

than Nails Creek and these days was high and 

moving at a swift clip.  It was mostly flat wa-

ter, but there were four easy, wide class II 

rapids that included a few fun play spots: 

I saw 3 more deer, 2 great blue herons, an os-

prey and several shy turtles on the second of 

these lovely trips on two of Georgia less trav-

eled but very worthwhile streams.  - EL 

Once again the GCA will be venturing south 

for the MLK holiday weekend to paddle 

some of Florida’s beautiful springs and rivers. 

We will be setting up our base camp near 

the Chassahowitzka River Campground and 

doing day trips from there. We will be driving 
(continued, page 8) 
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(Florida trip, continued from page 7) 

 down on Thursday,  January 16, 2020 and 

paddling the next four days.  Potential pad-

dling locations include (but are not limited 

to): Withlacoochee River, Chassahowitzka 

River, Ichetucknee Springs, Crystal River, 

Weeki Wachee, Rainbow River, Silver River, 

Juniper Springs, Braden River, etc. 

As you know, it can be quite cold in Florida 

in January. In the past we have stayed at the 

Chassahowitzka River Campground and met 

each morning in their main parking lot to get 

organized for the day’s adventure.   However, 

after the weather the last couple of years, I 

have decided that I am tired of being cold at 

night.  Therefore, I have decided to try some-

thing different this year! The Chassahowitzka 

Hotel is located about one mile from the 

Chassahowitzka River Campground.  The ho-

tel is different from a lot of hotels because it 

is really a large house which has been con-

verted to a hotel.  They rent out rooms in 

the house but both levels have a common 

area where people can gather and visit.  

There are porches where people can also 

visit if the weather is nice. There are two 

bathrooms upstairs – one is designated for 

men and the other for women, and also a 

very large dining room table near the kitch-

en.  We are not allowed to use the kitchen 

to cook, but they have someone who comes 

in each morning to fix a continental break-

fast (included in the cost of the room). We 

usually eat lunch on the river and dinner out 

at a restaurant so this seems to me like it 

won’t be a problem. We would still meet at 

the campground parking lot in the morning to 

get organized for the daily trips.  If you 

choose to camp you are responsible for mak-

ing your own reservations. Their contact in-

formation and campground details can be 

found at:  

http://www.chassahowitzkaflorida.com/. 

Unfortunately, the hotel is now full, but I am 

starting a waiting list in case there are any 

cancellations. If you would like to be put on 

the waiting list, please let me know. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This is an offi-

cial GCA trip. You will be expected to wear 

your PFD, not just have it in your boat. Also, 

this trip is for GCA members – not the gen-

eral public. Please do not post this trip on 

other websites. 

Please contact me, Lisa Haskell, by email at 

lshkayaker@gmail.com or by phone at (678) 

858-2012 to register for this trip.  Using the 

RSVP button on the website does not mean 

that you are signed up for the trip. 

I hope to see you in Florida! - EL 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster James Writght at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker at bcwalker55@gmail.com.  

As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the 

efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemasters James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker 

at bcwalker55@gmail.com  

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

October 6  Southeasterns downriver race  

 

October 12  Fall Membership Paddle  www.gapaddle.com for details 

 

October 27  Start of Peachtree City roll practice check the GCA website for details  

   

 

      

 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.  

For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail eddylineeditor@gmail.com.   

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the fol-

lowing bit of river etiquette in mind:  Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if 

your guest is an inexperienced paddler.  This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will 

not have safety boaters., and it’s considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler.  Please don’t 

put the trip coordinator in the uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

 



Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Associa-

tion, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help 

members share information of general interest. To sign 

up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including 

membership application and GCA waiver form), a link 
to the GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are 

all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, 
video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu 

trip. 

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To 

subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187. 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to 

The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2019, is  published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.   


