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GCA Officer Elections
GCA Officer elections are upcoming. The
board has proposed the following slate of
officers for the upcoming term. Voting will
take place at the membership meeting and
paddle in October.
President:
Lisa Haskell
Vice-President:
Carol Reiser
Secretary:
Mary Ann Pruitt
Treasurer:
Vince Payne
KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of
The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated
email addresses. If an email to you bounces back, you
will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an
updated email address.
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GCA Fall Membership Paddle
Come out to the Membership/Officer Election
paddle on Sunday October 13, 2019 at 12:00
pm. We will be in front of the NOC Outfitter
Pavilion at Powers Island with pizza and soft
drinks. We will eat pizza and socialize, have a
brief club meeting to elect officers and get
member feedback, and then we will paddle the
Metro Chattahoochee together. This is your
opportunity to meet your new board members and let us know how we can serve you
better in order to make the club the best that
it can be!
Canoes and kayaks are welcome! If you are a
newer paddler or looking to meet other experienced paddlers, this is an active and great
club to be a part of. Many of our members
paddle year round with appropriate winter
gear.
Depending on the water level, the Metro Chattahoochee is an easy class I/II run of about 2.5
miles. With a few easy but wide rapids, there
are many places to work on skills and play.
Dress for cooler temperatures, as the water
will be cool.
(continued, page 2)
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We will put in at Power’s Island, the take
out is the Paces Mill CRNRA. Entrance to
the take out is just below the BP gas station
located at 3340 Cobb Pkwy, Atlanta, GA
30339.
A $5.00 entrance/parking fee is required for
daily use at parking lots in the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area
(CRNRA).
https://www.gapaddle.com/events/2019/10/
fall-membership-paddle-and-officerelections/ - EL

Three Things
By Autumn Kelley
Congratulations! You’re going kayaking with
some family or maybe some friends. But,
maybe you’re a little rusty or just don’t know
what to expect at all. Well, recently I paddled the Hiwassee River and I picked out
three things, or words of advice, to help you.
The first thing is…you’re going to get wet.
It’s inevitable, and if you somehow stay dry
then, you clearly didn’t have much fun!
Whether it’s from splash fights, swimming,
punching through waves, or even plain out
tipping into the water YOU ARE going to get
WET. So, on colder rivers in colder seasons,
bundle up. You may want to invest in a splash
jacket or maybe a wetsuit, because believe
me you’ll want it if you ever paddle the
Nantahala. On hotter days, make sure to
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stay hydrated and wear your sunscreen!
Plus, on those days you may even be glad to
get wet.
The second word of advice is for when
you’re nervous. On some days I get the butterflies as we get on the river. Kayaking is
fun, but always poses its challenges and risks.
My personal fear is my kayak skirt. But recently, I found that when you are scared,
practicing your wet exit before starting
helps. Also, as you begin to learn kayaking
you may want to follow the people in front
of you. While it isn’t a bad thing to do, all
boats handle water differently. So, I find
choosing your own way to navigate down
the rapids will help you out. Not only will
you hone skills of learning what to avoid, but
also other people may want to go into wave
trains or other things you’d much rather
avoid. Or, you’re really light like me, so
watching people trying to follow your path
and get stuck is funny!
Lastly, you’re going to be on a river for up to
at least 3 hours. You and your gear are going to SMELL like a river once you are done.
You are going to be SORE once you are
done. And, you are going to be HUNGRY
once you are done. So, whoever’s car you
load your gear into after the trip is going to
smell like sweat and fish. Therefore, you’ll
want to unload your gear and hang it up to
dry once you get home. The next day you
are probably going to ache and hurt all over,
which all I can say is it comes with the territory. Finally, even if you pack snacks and water, believe me, you are going to inhale your
next meal.
(continued, page 3)
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In conclusion, don’t be afraid to get wet, be
your own leader, and be prepared for all the
side effects. And no matter what, always
have fun and be safe.—EL
Remembering Horace Holden, Sr.
By Roger Nott
We sadly say goodbye to GCA’s beloved
founder, Horace Pope Holden, Sr., who
passed away March 17, 2019, but are most
grateful for his long and productive life. We
cherish memories of good times together.
Horace was born August 28, 1933, and
raised in the Atlanta area. He graduated
from Emory in 1955. Horace frequently
canoed growing up, including at Fritz Orr’s
Camp and as an instructor at Camp Merrie
-Wood in North Carolina near his beloved
Chattooga River. He and wife Dee are
shown here paddling the Chattooga in an
aluminum Grumman canoe:
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ty of Edinburgh and for two years thereafter
pastored a church in Scotland. In 1960 he obtained a Masters from Union Presbyterian
Seminary in Richmond and taught briefly at
the Westminster School in Atlanta. In 1961 he
founded and operated for over thirty years
the renowned Chattahoochee Camp and
School in Roswell on a large riverfront tract
now occupied by the Chattahoochee Nature
Center. It was at the Chattahoochee Camp
that he and Dee hosted the founding meeting
of the Georgia Canoeing Association in the
Fall of 1967.
Less than two years later, Horace chaired a
GCA team which organized, on July 4th weekend in 1969, on the Nantahala the first whitewater slalom and wildwater race in the Southeast. The slalom race was held at Delabar’s
Rock. Soon thereafter Horace and other GCA
leaders, headed by Roy Wood, approached
Percy Ferebee to encourage him to donate a
small tract adjacent to Delabar’s Rock as a
perpetual site for the race. The upshot of
these discussions was that Ferebee donated to
the Forest Service over 6000 riverfront acres,
thereby protecting from development most of
the Lower Nantahala Valley.
Horace also chaired the 1970 and 1971 GCA
Nantahala races, which thereafter were recognized by the American Canoe Association as
the Southeastern U. S. Slalom and Wildwater
Championships. This year the GCA will hold
its 50th Anniversary Southeasterns on the
morning of Sunday, October 6th.
Later in 1971 Horace purchased the extensive
tract on the Nantahala centered around the
Tote ‘N Tarry Store and Motel. The following

Horace attended seminary at the Universi-

(Continued, page 4)
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summer he opened the Nantahala Outdoor
Center on the property, which he persuaded his good friends and GCA leaders Payson and Aurelia Kennedy to manage. He
and Payson were a great team. Since its
founding the NOC has arguably been the
greatest promoter of canoesport in
the Southeast
and has sponsored hundreds of canoeing competitions, such
as the 2013
ICF Freestyle
World Championships, at
which Horace
and Payson are shown here.
In 2014, the state of North Carolina honored Horace, and Payson and Aurelia Kennedy for their contributions to the success
of the state’s tourism industry.
Horace was survived by his beloved family:
wife Dee; sons Charlie, Howard, Horace Jr.,
and William; seven grandchildren, brother
Frank; and sister, Betty Ford. Sadly his son
Charlie passed away July 10th after a long
and courageous battle with cancer. Horace
cherished his family and GCA friends and
memories. Many past and present GCA
members joined hundreds of friends who
honored Horace at beautiful memorials April 27th at the Chattahoochee Nature

VOLUME 54, NO. 5

Center and June 16th at the NOC, where
those present were seemed like a gathering of
Who's Who of American Canoeing. Those
who eloquently spoke to honor Horace in
June included the Rev Wayne Dickert and
Horace Holden, Jr., our 1996 C-2 Olympic
Canoe Slalom team. Again and again Horace
was remembered fondly for his entrepreneurial zeal, friendliness, great storytelling ability
and generosity. His family has suggested that
those wishing to honor Horace with a memorial gift consider the Chattahoochee Nature
Center, P.O. Box 769769, Roswell, GA 30076.
- EL

Yellow River Trash Bash
By Mark Wilson
Hello Friends of the Yellow River!
The Yellow River Water Trail is excited to announce the upcoming 2019 Yellow River
Trash Bash, on September 14, 2019. We hope
you can join us again, so please tell your
friends and mark your calendar! Register
here: https://tinyurl.com/
YRTrashBash2019
Last year we collected over 7000lb of trash,
including 96 tires, from 18 sites, with 156 volunteers. This year, with your help, it will be
even bigger!
For this year, we want registration to be easier by enabling a pre-site selection option or
(continued, page 5)

Page 5
THE EDDY LINE

VOLUME 54, NO. 5

(Yellow River Trash Bash, continued from page 4)

you can still meet at the Park to join a group. Also, some participants may opt for a “prepackaged group”, so this year we’ve made it easier to form your own group and select your
own site if you like. The Registration site allows you to register your group, select your
team’s T-shirt sizes, and select from a list of sites to clean-up, or suggest your own stretch of
road, bridge crossing, or Park.
Event day: participants and groups can meet at Yellow River Park, or, for self-contained
groups, we will coordinate with leaders in advance to provide supplies, allowing participants
to meet directly at the clean-up site. For remote sites, collection bags may be left at designated pick up sites and participants can meet us afterwards at the Gwinnett Yellow River
Park Pavilion for lunch and T-shirts.
Are you a leader? Site leaders are needed to lead teams of 4-8 volunteers. Leaders receive a very cool, premium quality leader t-shirt along with Yellow River Water Trail logo
items. (Show your River Pride!)
Also, we are looking for volunteers and site suggestions for DeKalb and Rockdale Counties,
so please share if you know anyone in those target areas.
Register
Here: https://
tinyurl.com/
YRTrashBash2019
More details and information will be provided later.
Ques-
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Trip Report:
Upper Chestatee River
By Roger Nott
This scheduled GCA trip was billed to be
on Tesnatee Creek, with the added inducement of attending the Wild and Scenic Film
Festival in Gainesville the same evening. Our plans were to change.
When we met at 10:30 a.m. at the Copper
Mines, we found the Chestatee high and
brown. Its USGS gauge six miles downstream was already 3.32 at 10 a.m., was rising from heavy rains earlier that morning,
and would peak at 4.28 (1510 cfs) at 1:45
p.m. We had a mild, mostly cloudy day, but
the rain was over by the time we put-in, and
the sun came out a good deal by mid afternoon.
We then shuttled together to our intended
take-out on Sandy Bottoms (AKA Dugas,
AKA Slabtown) Road on Tesnatee
Creek. On the way we crossed the Upper
Chestatee on Grindle Bridge, noting that
the river there was at a medium-high but
very doable level. On our way we saw
many freshly felled trees and evidence that
several had recently been cut from the
roadway. Upon arrival we found Tesnatee
brown and very high and swift. It was apparent that considerably more of the heavy
overnight rain had fallen onto the Tesnatee
watershed than on that of the Upper
Chestatee, though both watersheds are approximately the same size at their conflu-
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ence. Because we feared not only the higher
water level in Tesnatee Creek but also the
likelihood that there might be many downed
trees across it, we re-evaluated our options. We attempted to scout the nearby
Tesnatee Falls. However, there was a new,
very effective gate at the entrance to the
road to the Falls and to Dugas’ Gold Mine
Dam and Powerhouse immediately upstream of it, and we decided not to approach it on foot. We then drove west but
shortly were blocked for about 20 minutes
by a crew removing more downed trees
from the roadway, confirming our wisdom in
seeking another paddling alternative. We
then drove to Turner’s Corner, the junction
of U. S. Hwys. 19 and 129, and determined
that the upstream portions of the Chestatee
and Dicks Creek should certainly be runnable. We left a car there and then drove up
Dick’s Creek (AKA Mr. Moriah Church)
Road to Dicks Creek Falls, which was runnable but a little low as shown in this photo
by Jay Davis:

(continued, page 7)
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(Upper Chestatee, continued from page 6)

We had also noted several downed trees in
Dicks Creek. They could be avoided or
portaged, but their risk concerned
us. James McCay then announced that he
would not paddle out of concern for the
conditions, noting that his paddling skills
were rusty. Soon after he left a few others
expressed similar concerns about the
strainers, so we decided to change our
plans again and paddle the Upper Chestatee
from Tate Bridge, three miles downstream
of Turner’s Corner, to Grindle Bridge, a trip
of about 9 miles.
Paddling the Upper Chestatee was famously
described in detail in 1974 by 1969 GCA
President Claude Terry in the then popular
magazine Brown’s Guide to Georgia. In that
article Claude, also a stunt man and coach
for the movie Deliverance and cofounder of
Southeastern Expeditions, notes that the
class III rapid a half mile past Garnett Bridge
(7 miles into the run) had been known as
(1970-1 GCA President Clyde) Woolsey’s
Folly, but was “coming to be known as the
Grouch’s Rapid,” after the owner of, at that
time, the only residence on the river, a Mr.
Morrison, had been trying to close the river
through his property to boaters. (This
sporty rapid is now usually called Shotgun
Shoals.)
Soon after the article’s publication, Morrison contacted other landowners along the
Upper Chestatee. Through a series of wellpublicized public meetings and contacts
with local officials, they mounted a general
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campaign to exclude paddlers from the Upper Chestatee. Morrison persuaded Lumpkin County Sheriff Seabolt to agree to the
use of his name on threatening signs he
placed at all the Upper Chestatee’s access
points between Turner’s Corner and Grindle
Bridge and every 20 yards along about a
quarter of a mile adjacent to his own property. They specifically banned and threatened arrest to all canoers, kayakers and rafters but did helpfully suggest that they could
put in further downstream at the Copper
Mine.
Perhaps Morrison had learned that an 1820
Georgia law had guaranteed the public right
of passage in boats on the Chestatee downstream of “The Forks,” most likely meaning
the Tesnatee Creek confluence. In 1820
Tesnatee Creek was known as the “Tesnatee
Fork of the Chestatee” and the Chestatee
upstream of this confluence was called
“Frogtown Fork”.
The upshot of the controversy was that the
GCA stopped scheduling trips on the Upper
Chestatee for the next 20 years. By the
1990’s Mr. Morrison had sold his property
to an avid paddler and there had been built
along the Upper Chestatee many other
houses, many of which displayed kayaks and
open canoes in their yards. The exclusionary
signs are now gone from the bridge right of
ways, but a few still remain near Shotgun
Shoals along Morrison’s old property, which
has been sold again several times. I have
seen the current owners a few times and
(continued, page 8)
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(Upper Chestatee, continued from page 7)

waved as I quickly and quietly paddled by.
They didn’t wave back or say anything to
us.
Our capable crew were kayakers Jay Davis
and John Hicks and open canoeists Kevin
McInturff, Tom Welander and your reporter,
Roger Nott. The first few miles were
mostly fast moving flat water and easy class
I rapids, but are beautiful and completely
wooded, and this day lined profusely in
mountain laurel in full bloom, which was
recorded by our photographer Jay Davis.

I take advantage of one of the many good surfing spots

Kevin McInturff enjoying the trip.

Then the action and river gradient increases, with several delightful class II-III rapids
and at least two solid class III’s at normal
water levels. We played frequently, and
everyone had strong, safe runs, with a few
rolls and only one swim. Jay took some
great photos, which can be seen at: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/georgiacanoe/
permalink/10157495132197280/
Here are some of my favorites:

John Hicks finds a curler in the runout of a tricky class II+

- EL
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
August 17-18

Intermediate Canoe Clinic

contact Marvine Cole—828-488-4969

August 31
September 1

Hiwassee River

contact Carol Reiser: 404.597.2128 or email
Creiser11@gmail.com

September 13-15

GCA Fall Gala

www.gapaddle.com for details

October 12

Fall Membership Paddle

www.gapaddle.com for details

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at www.gapaddle.com.
For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.
Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind: Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if
your guest is an inexperienced paddler. This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will
not have safety boaters., and it’s considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an unexpected paddler. Please don’t
put the trip coordinator in the uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemasters James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker
at bcwalker55@gmail.com
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Writght at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com or Berry Walker at bcwalker55@gmail.com.
As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the
efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

Keeping In Touch
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help
members share information of general interest. To sign
up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including
membership application and GCA waiver form), a link
to the GCA Store and links to Eddy Line advertisers are
all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos,
video, trip reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu
trip.

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To
subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 678-343-5292 or Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to
The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.

The Eddy Line, © 2019, is published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while
paddling.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASS OCIATION, INC.
Post Office Box 611
Winston, Georgia 30187
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate
memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and Kayakers of all
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests include
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities. We espouse conservation,
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills
development. Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and
friends. Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents.

