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Yellow River Trash Bash 2018
Story and pictures
By Mark Wilson
The Yellow River Water Trail completed its
3rd Annual Yellow River Trash Bash, on Sept
15. The Trash Bash is a partnership with
the Gwinnett County Department of Water Resources, Gwinnett County Parks &
Recreation, Gwinnett Clean & Beautiful
and Rivers Alive.
Each year, we grew over 30% in key
measures, and this year was our largest and
most successful yet. In 2018 we sent Teams
to 18 sites in the Yellow River Basin, in 3
Counties. There were 15 sites in Gwinnett
County, one in Dekalb County, and 2 in
Newton County. It was a very large event.
In total, there were 153 participants. The
clean-up crews collected: 242 bags of trash;
10 large Recycling bags with clean recyclables, mostly water bottles; 96 tires; and
nine pieces of furniture. This was an estimated weight of 7200 pounds.

The Island Rapid crew forms a chain to move the
trash to shore.

Each year, crews tackle a key segment of the
Yellow River for an in-river cleanup with boats.
This year crews did a concentrated cleaning of
Island Rapids, which is a beautiful Whitewater
section with 3’-4’ ledges and class 2+ rapids.
Thanks to the drought we were able to walk
across a branch of the river to the Island,
(continued, page 2)

Tammy Lea finds a new way to use the Bellyak
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(Yellow River Trash Bash, continued from page 1)

where litter screened out in the buffer. It was
an impressive sight.

Boy Scouts at Annistown Falls, led by Daniel Brant

Trash accumulated at Island Rapid

In addition to the River sites, most of our
sites are along roadways, bridge crossings,
A big Thank You to GCA’s own Tammy Lea for water testing sites, stream & tributary buffhelping with this fun site… and frequent GCA ers, and other places where litter can end up
paddler Tonya Brant who was the site leader. in storm drains with river drainage.
Marco’s Pizza provided us with ample free
pizzas for our volunteers. Thanks again to all
our Volunteers and River Stewards.—EL

Tammy Lea and Tonya Brant remove a large load of
plastic from Island Rapid

It was also exciting to send a couple of Scout
Troops to Annistown Falls, our class 3+ waterfall and rapids. Those kids got to see a
beautiful place few ever see, and removed
some significant trash, Thanks to fellow paddler Daniel Brant for being site leader.

Tires and furniture collected by the crew at Norris Lake
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Exploration Trip Report: Tails
Creek and Lower
Tickanetley Creek
Story and photos by Roger Nott
It was Saturday, July 21, 2018, and I was home
alone feeling conflicted. Violent winds with
torrential rains had struck before dawn, but I
had a lot of work to do. Then at 8:42 a.m. I
got a text from paddling buddy Kevin McInturff, “You around today?” He was itching to
paddle. I had to be a good friend and appease
him, didn’t I? And my power was out, so how
much work could I get done anyway?
We quickly checked a few gauge and precipitation sites and then agreed to meet in 45
minutes at the intersection of GA 400 and
Hwy 136 in Dawson County, where we discussed several options, including Upper Clear
Creek; the Upper, Upper Conasauga; and one
that had intrigued Kevin for years, Tails Creek
in the westernmost Gilmer County.
Tails Creek’s headwaters are bounded to the
west by the ridge that runs south from the
Cohutta Mountain portion of the Blue Ridge
at Potatopatch Mountain. This ridge forms the
boundary between Gilmer and Murray counties and separates the watersheds of the
Coosawattee and Conasauga rivers. Waters
from the northernmost part of this ridge flow
east into Mountaintown Creek. South of GA
Hwy. 52, near Fort Mountain, the ridge’s drainage for about seven miles from just south of
Tatum Mountain to Buck Knob feeds Tails
Creek to the east and Rock and Sugar creeks
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to the west.
Most paddlers have encountered Tails
Creek when running Lower Mountaintown
Creek or the Coosawattee as the righthand cove of Carter’s Lake which accesses
their take-out at Ridgeway Boat Ramp. The
last two-thirds of a mile of this onerous
four-mile Carter’s Lake paddle, often
against strong headwinds, are on the inundated mouth of Tails Creek, which lost its
last 1.2 free-flowing miles and 112 feet of
drop when Carter’s Lake was filled in 1976.
If you have any energy by the time you
have paddled to Ridgeway Boat Ramp, you
could paddle four-tenths of a mile further
to the head of Tails Creek cove to where
Tails Creek plummets into the lake over a
series of dramatic sliding falls. Kevin had
seen these beautiful falls by hiking along the
Tumbling Waters Trail, which heads north
from the top of the Ridgeway Ramp parking lot, and he believed the falls could be
run after heavy rains. He argued for giving
Tails a look, adding that we could also use
the trip to pick some delicious Chanterelle
mushrooms he knew of in the forest near
the ramp.
Over the years I had discussed paddling
Tails Creek, initially with Gary DeBacher,
and also with several other avid stream explorers including, for the past ten years,
Kevin. But its watershed is very small.
However, the nearby Mountain Creek
gauge indicated that it had rained almost
three inches there that morning and
(continued, page 4)
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Mountaintown had risen over six feet, from
an already generous 3.24 at 4:00 a.m. to a
peak of 9.30 (7379 cfs) at 8:00 a.m. By 10:30,
when we got to Ellijay, the gauge had plummeted to 5.47 (1120 cfs), so we moved quickly.
We drove west about seven miles on US
Hwy, 76 (GA 282) past Mountaintown Creek
to Tails Creek. We found a beautiful little
stream with continuous class I-II rapids, but it
seemed already to have fallen a few feet and
was not quite full enough to run without
scraping. We hoped the creek still would
have enough water to paddle at the next public access point two miles downstream, so we
quickly drove to our take-out and left Kevin’s
truck at Ridgeway Boat Ramp. We drove
back upstream to Jordan Bridge on Brooks
Road, which spans Tails Creek about halfway
between US Hwy. 76 and Carter’s Lake.
We found the graveled Brooks Road cabled
by a mailbox and No Trespassing signs about
a hundred yards before Jordan Bridge. I
walked to and across this low wooden bridge
and found a small mobile home on the right
creek bank but no one at home. We thus decided to access the creek by the locked cable,
parking on the adjacent graveled turnaround
area on the public right-of-way about 15 feet
from the creek. Here Tails Creek was only
about 25 feet wide. Nevertheless it still carried just enough fast flowing, cool, clear but
slightly stained water adequately to cover the
sharp, shattered flat rocks which covered its
bed.
It was a go. Five minutes later we were on
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the water. By now the rain clouds had dispersed and the sun was shining brightly,
but seldom did we see it, since the dense
forest canopy completely enveloped the
creek.
In the first mile we encountered fast, continuous class I-II rapids with very few
catchable eddies. It formed a rocky, strenuous slalom course that required as many
lateral and reverse strokes as forward
ones. Except for one small spot where a
little scraping was unavoidable, all the
rocks and other obstructions were avoidable, if we were quick enough. Our way was
also blocked by one downed tree, over
which we pulled in just a few seconds, and
a few times by low hanging, river-wide
vines and branches, through which we
blasted our way without losing much headway. We found no large drops but a handful
of two to three foot ledges. The Webb GA
USGS topographical maps shows a 100-

foot gradient in our first mile.
After a mile the creek’s gradient let up a
little for about a half mile and we passed
an old house on the right bank.
(continued, page 5)
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(Tails Creek exploration, continued from page 4)

Otherwise both banks remained densely
wooded. In a half mile much of the understory to the right had been thinned for a few
hundred yards. Soon thereafter the flow increased by about 60% with the entry of Fir
Creek on the right. We finally could breathe
more easily, as the rocks were more generously covered and we could paddle almost
anywhere between the now 35-foot wide
banks without fear of hanging up.
However, our ease was soon ended as the
banks widened, the gradient increased, and
the roaring water ahead disappeared below
our horizon. We carefully negotiated a few

large shoals and then the thundering stream
ahead dropped completely from view and we
decided to pull out and scout. We had
reached Tails Creek Falls where the water
drops about 45 feet in a hundred yards over
three sliding cascades, which we scouted
along the right bank along a dry trench built
many years ago as a sluice for a sawmill. Kevin ran the first bumpy drop successfully in his
blunt ended Blackfly Option.
To save the much finer ends of my Buffalo
Canoe I lined most of the first falls and paddled to the next horizon line. Here was the
highest drop on the creek, of about 18

feet. There was a high-water line on the
right, over which I lined my boat again, but
the only navigable line this day, along river
left, was blocked by a downed tree.

The third and final sliding falls was just past
a high suspended bridge for the Tumbling
Waters Trail. It was very doable, which Kevin bumpily demonstrated about four times
while I scouted and vacillated. In the end I
decided to save my hull and lined right
again.
After visiting with several young hikers who
were swimming in the cool pools below the
falls, Kevin and I quickly paddled the .4 miles
on Carter’s Lake to the ramp. We quickly
loaded up and went mushroom hunting. Soon we had filled a paper grocery bag
full of delicious, freshly cut Chanterelles.
(continued, page 6)
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By the time we returned to Jordan Bridge
the water level had fallen enough to prevent
a two-mile rerun. We still had three hours
of daylight and high water nearby, so we opted to try an exploratory run of Tickanetley
Creek, in the southeastern edge of Gilmer
County, on our way back to Gainesville.
I had paddled the last third of a mile of
Tickanetley, the Cartecay’s major tributary,
on a GCA Exploration Trip on the Upper
Cartecay on January 7, 1989, and described
the run, with pictures, in The Eddy Line for
March 1989. When I wrote that article I
thought the Cartecay began at the confluence of Tickanetley Creek (which I misidentified as Anderson Creek, its major tributary)
and Stover Creek about a third of a mile upstream of the Macedonia (Church) Road, our
put in on 1/7/1989 and take-out this day. In
fact, most maps say the Cartecay begins at
the confluence of Tickanetley and Rolston
creeks, about a third of a mile downstream
of Macedonia Road.
Tickanetley Creek originates along the west
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side of the Appalachian Trail and its Approach
Trail between Amicalola and High House
mountains, notably including the west slopes
of Springer and Black mountains. I will save a
detailed description of the creek for a later
report I hope soon to do and include the
best whitewater portions of the upper creek.
This day Kevin and I had a beautiful trip on
3+ miles of the lower creek from Roy Road
to Macedonia Road. Parking at the put-in
was VERY limited but access to and from the
water was easy. This fast, mostly flatwater
section bisects a broad agricultural valley
with wooded sections and farmland interspersed with about fifteen riverside homes of
recent vintage. Dramatic distant mountain
views were frequent. We encountered three
deer, several beavers, numerous waterfowl
and about five significant but easy class I rapids. There was only one obstruction, caused
by a large fallen tree and requiring a careful,
one-minute portage. By the time we put in
about 6 p.m. the Cartecay in East Ellijay had
fallen to 3.45 and from a peak of 3370 cfs at
8:53 a.m. to 1150 cfs. However, we still had
comfortably high water, between banks averaging about 40 feet wide. We enjoyed a
lovely, relaxing, one-hour trip, which very
much whetted our appetites for future exploration upstream. The Tickanetley GA
USGS topographical map details our trip and
the creek’s runnable sections upstream.—EL

Page 7
THE EDDY LINE

Choccolocco Creek clean up
Photo essay by Fred Couch

Thought you might like to see a clean-up I
instigated. Last year we got 54 tires out.
This year we got 91 tires out. This makes
948 total removed. There are several hundred or so iust downstream of this in a PCBtainted area that Eastman Company, the purchaser of Monsanto (that did the ‘tainting’),
has yet to tackle. But they know they have
to eventually. - EL
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SAVE THE DATE!
This year’s Holiday Party will be
on Saturday December 1, 2018 at
the Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge 13. The party starts at 6:00 pm but anyone who would like to help set up should
show up at 5:00 pm.
The club will provide meats for the dinner,
and everyone should bring a side dish or dessert to share. We will provide coffee, tea and
water but you are welcome to BYOB. Bring
your family! Bring a friend! Come ready to
have a good time!
The address is:
2350 Austell Rd,SW, Marietta, GA 30008

Tallulah Gorge Volunteers Needed
Tallulah releases will be here before we know
it! GCA weekend is November 10 and 11.
Eddy Line Editor, Tammy Lea, will be coordinating volunteers for this weekend.
Shifts are either 8am-noon or 11am-4pm
each release day. There are positions available
at registration, the bridge, the put-in and the
take out. No paddling experience is necessary for registration, the bridge or the take
out. You must have paddling experience to
work the put-in, due to the requirements of

the position.
Volunteers get drinks, snacks, and the privilege of going down to the put-in during
the release. The stairs on the south rim of
the gorge are closed to all but boaters and
volunteers.
If you are planning to paddle Tallulah, why
not volunteer for the morning shift at the
put-in? You can carry your boat down the
stairs at 8am when your shift starts, then
hop on the river at noon when your shift
is over. Volunteer and build river Karma, as
well as join the dozens of volunteers who
make it possible for these releases to happen. If you volunteer during GCA weekend, you will also get a raffle ticket for the
Holiday Party in December.
To volunteer, please email Tammy Lea at:
EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. Please put
“Tallulah Volunteer” in the subject line, and
in the email indicate your desired shift(s)
and position(s). -EL

Keeping In Touch
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc.,
P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members
share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership
application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and
links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip
reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip.
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
October 28

Peachtree City Roll Practice begins

November 4

Peachtree City roll practice

November 18

Peachtree City roll practice

December 1

Holiday Party

January 17-21

Manatee Paddle

see www.gapaddle.com for details

Contact Lisa Haskell: lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 858-2012

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.

Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind:
Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.
This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s
considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler. Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the
uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all
types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up
to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or
Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising
should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and
commercial ads is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August
20 for the September issue).

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and
promote safety while paddling.
GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over
500 family and corporate memberships comprising
more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and
Kayakers of all ages and paddling abilities are
equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests
include whitewater river running, creeking and
playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing
activities. We espouse conservation, environmental
and river access issues as well as boating safety and
skills development. Group paddling, training and
social activities of all kinds are conducted throughout
the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many
members and friends. Membership is NOT limited
to Georgia residents.

The Eddy Line, © 2018, is published monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187. Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA
30187.

