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The Eddy Line Is  

Going Paperless 

It seems that almost everything and every-

one is on a push to go paperless these days.  

The Eddy Line has at last joined the 21st 

century and will be going in that direction 

this summer.  Not only will it save the mon-

ey we spend on printing and mailing, but it 

will save a few trees in the process.  Begin-

ning this summer with the July edition of 

The Eddy Line, we will be going completely 

paperless.  The last paper edition will be the 

May-June 2018 edition.   What does this 

mean for you? 

 

If you are currently signed up for both 

paper and digital delivery of the news-

letter, and you have been receiving both 

with no problems, no action is required on 

your part.  Your newsletter will continue to 

be delivered via email in the same format 

you currently receive it (.pdf file).  The print-

ed edition will quietly disappear from your 

USPS mailbox.  If you are signed up for both 

paper and digital and you are having problems 

receiving the digital file, e.g., we maybe don't 

have your current email address on file in the 

GCA Membership Database, or you have a full 

mailbox on your email service, or if your spam 

filter is blocking the delivery, or if your mail 

client or your ISP is set up to block large at-

tachments, or whatever the case may be, you 

need to get the situation resolved before the 

July newsletter in order to continue receiving 

The Eddy Line uninterrupted.   

 

If you are currently signed up to receive 

only digital delivery of the newsletter, and 

you have been receiving it with no problems, 

no action is required on your part.  If you have 

not been receiving the digital file, then you 

have a very real problem.  First of all, you 

probably will not receive this notification, and 

your newsletter delivery will continue to not 

exist.  But then, if you haven't noticed the 

problem so far, it will probably make no differ-

ence to you.  You can, however, eliminate the 

problem, assuming you find out about it, by 

providing a current email address for the GCA 
(continued, page 2) 
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(Eddy Line going digital, continued from page 1)

Membership Database.  We hope that there 

are very few members who fall into this cate-

gory. 

 

If you are currently signed up to receive 

only the paper copy,  you also have a bit of 

a problem.  To continue receiving The Eddy 

Line, you must make arrangements to provide 

a current email address at which you can re-

ceive the newsletter.  We realize that this will 

be a bit of an inconvenience for some of our 

members who much prefer to read a paper 

copy, and who will need to make arrange-

ments to print the newsletter out to do so. 

 

To update your email delivery information in 

the GCA Membership Database, or to pro-

vide a new email address, contact Vincent 

Payne by phone at 404.629.5376 or via email 

at Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or snail 

mail your request to GCA, P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187.  We are trying very diligently 

to minimize problems during this transition. 

 

There are other advantages to publishing only 

a digital newsletter besides saving trees and 

the printing and mailing expense.  It will ena-

ble us to go back to a 12 months a year publi-

cation schedule, and it will shorten our publi-

cation timeline.  As a result, the information in 

the newsletter will be timelier and more up 

to date.  As a for instance, currently if you 

wanted to list a trip or some other event in 

the newsletter, you would have to have the 

information to the Editor as much as 2-1/2 

months in advance of the event.  With digital 

only and a 12 month schedule, you could 

only need a lead time of as little as a few 

days and no more than 4-6 weeks.  Likewise, 

your trip reports could be published before 

the participants have forgotten that they 

were on the trip.  :)   It will be much easier 

on our Editor because the layout would not 

have to conform to the 4 page increment 

format required for a publication on paper.  

The newsletter can be any size it needs to 

be and it can get larger without getting 

more expensive to print and mail.  And 

when the publication deadline arrives, it can 

be published right away without having to 

deal with dropping articles or adding filler 

articles because they do not fit in the 4 page 

increment layout. 

 

We are doing everything we can make this 

change as painless as possible for the read-

ership.  As a sort of failsafe, we will be post-

ing the current newsletter in the Members 

Only section of the GCA Web Site each 

month, where those who only have access 

to the internet via a library or some public 

WiFi connection can still read and / or print 

the newsletter.  If you have suggestions on 

how we can further make this process easi-

er on the membership, please do not hesi-

tate to contact President Jenny Taylor or any 

other officer or board member.  Thank you 

for your patience in this matter.—EL 
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Buck Creek  

Exploration Report 
Article and photos by 

Roger Nott 

It was Thursday, March first, and it had rained 

heavily for two days.  But I hadn’t had time to 

paddle and was feeling deprived and anxious. 

More heavy rain was predicted until midafter-

noon.  I had a long list of things to do, but, 

none had to be done today, did it?  My canoe 

and gear were loaded and ready.  But where 

to go? 

 

My role as GCA Exploration Chairman is to 

search in and near Georgia for streams which 

might be interesting to paddle but have never 

been described in any paddling guidebook,  

The Eddy Line, or the American Whitewater 

National River Database.  Buck Creek in the 

northeastern edge of Clay County, North 

Carolina, between Hayesville and Franklin, 

seemed to fit this bill and had, for several 

years, been whetting my appetite.  Another 

Buck Creek, near Marion, North Carolina, is 

listed in AW’s Database, but I have found no 

reference to anyone boating the Clay County 

Buck Creek. 

 

Its watershed borders those of Shooting 

Creek to the west, the Tallulah to the south, 

and the Nantahala to the north and east.  It 

tumbles 10 miles north northwest, descending 

1950 feet through a steep, narrow, heavily for-

ested, and remote mountain valley before 

emptying into the Nantahala River upstream 

of Lake Nantahala and about four-tenths of 

a mile upstream of the Rainbow Springs 

USGS gauge.  Its watershed is enclosed to 

the southwest by Chucky Gal Mountain, to 

the southeast by the Blue Ridge along the 

Appalachian Trail from Big Laurel Mountain 

to Yellow Mountain, and on the northeast 

by the high ridge which defines the border 

between Clay and Macon counties and is 

topped by peaks of Yellow Mountain, Kim-

sey Bald, Milksick Knob and Bell Knob. 

 

 Never heard of any of these places?  This is 

indeed wild country.  Virtually all of Buck 

Creek’s watershed is within the Nantahala 

National Forest, although there are, fronting 

the creek’s lower three miles, a few small, 

privately owned parcels, on which I saw 

about 15 rustic and mostly attractive vaca-

tion homes.  Buck Creek’s watershed is also 

known for past corundum mining and for 

hosting the only known specimens of the 

endangered serpentine ragwort.     

 

 

 

(continued, page 4) 

 

Serpentine Ragwort 
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(Buck Creek Exploration, continued from page 3) 

I first glimpsed Buck Creek several years ago 

on a joyful paddle on the Upper, Upper 

Nantahala with longtime GCA members 

John Brower and Chuck Wilburn.  That day 

we canoed from the slopes of Standing Indi-

an Mountain about 12 miles to the 

Nantahala’s Rainbow Springs gauge.  Just be-

fore we reached the gauge we passed this 

wonderfully clear, raging creek with continu-

ous class II rapids for a far as we could 

see.  That day with 800 cfs in the Nantahala 

these rapids were generously covered.  Since 

then I have being aching to learn about and 

paddle Buck Creek.  Why not today? 

 

I called some paddling buddies, posted on 

GCA’s and a few other websites, and almost 

convinced Jack Henderson of American Riv-

ers to join me.  Having found no takers 

by one o’clock, I decided to buy a take-out 

lunch and drive to, and scout, Buck Creek 

alone.  And I loaded a bicycle, just in case. 

 

Ninety minutes later I reached the upper 

reaches of the creek where Buck Creek 

crosses US Highway 64 and then parallels 

Old Hwy. 64 for a mile, dropping 110 feet 

according to the Rainbow Springs, NC USGS 

topographical map.  This translated into a rag-

ing, continuous class II+ rollercoaster ride as 

far as I could see.  The creek was rocky and 

narrow, but RUNNABLE.  

I then drove northwest, downstream on the 

paved Buck Creek Road, which parallels and 

usually keep the creek in view, for a couple of 

miles until the now dirt road was gated about 

two and a half miles from the Nantahala.  The 

initial creek gradient of 110 feet per mile con-

tinued for almost another mile and a half but 

lessened about a mile past the entry from the 

left of Glade Branch.  Now I found an ideal 

water level for an open boat run and had 

seen only a few downed trees,  all appearing 

capable of being safely portaged.  Moreover, I 

saw the most inviting and beautiful, almost 

continuous class II rapids, with a few class III’s. 

I HAD to paddle them. 

 

I drove to my take-out: east along US Hwy. 64 

about 4 miles and then left just past the  
(continued, page 5) 
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(Buck Creek Exploration, continued from page 4) 

Nanatahala River bridge onto the dirt  

Rainbow Spring Forest Service Road.  After 

6 miles I went left onto Water Gauge Road 

for about 50 yards and chained my bicycle 

to the gauge house.  Note that some nearby 

residents have objected to boaters and often 

lock the gate at the entrance to Water 

Gauge Road.  Park any vehicles left at this 

take-out outside the gate, on Rainbow 

Springs Road, to keep them from getting 

locked in. 

 

I got back to Buck Creek by 4:30 p.m.  I de-

cided to forego padding the high gradient, 

upper portions of the creek until a day 

when I would have more time and paddling 

companions.  It had mostly quit raining and 

was reasonably warm.  I was overjoyed FI-

NALLY to launch at a small roadside camp-

ing site about a mile upstream of the gate. 

This gave me about three and a half miles of 

creek with an average gradient of 48 feet 

per mile to the Nantahala confluence. I put 

in a little upstream from where I took this 

photo.   

I was immediately amidst the most delightful, 

almost continuous slalom course, which did 

not slacken until I reached the Nantahala.  At 

only two places would I rate its rapids above 

class II.  The first class III was about a half mile 

into my trip.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a second, bigger and longer class three, 

about a mile downstream of the Buck Creek 

Road gate, I took on a significant amount of 

water.  Unfortunately I was well past it and 

eddied to dump my sixteen foot Buffalo ca-

noe before I thought to take a photo. 

 

I had to lift at the creek’s edge over two large 

trees and squeeze under a third, but these 

portages were easy and each took only a mi-

nute or two.  I also easily paddled over a cou-

ple of one to two foot dams, by dwellings on  
(continued, page 6) 
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(Buck Creek Exploration, continued from page 5) 

the lower creek and built, perhaps to en-

hance the trout fishery.  They were well sub-

merged this day and presented no hazards. 

 

I saw two deer and many water fowl but no 

cars or people at any of these dwellings, 

which I sped by almost psychically painlessly, 

quickly restoring me to a heavily forested 

streamside. 

 

 What a lovely, engaging, fun stream I found 

Buck Creek to be.  And how sad I was too 

soon to reach the Nantahala.  It was about 

twice Buck Creek’s width and carried about 

four or five times its volume.  Although there 

is a class III-IV rapid on the Nantahala just up-

stream of Buck Creek, I could now breathe 

easily on the gentle four-tenths of a mile from 

their confluence to the river right gauge.  Its 

staff read 2.78 feet (839 cfs), an excellent lev-

el to paddle a very special stream.  This was 

my upstream view from the Rainbow Springs 

Nantahala gauging station.   

My journey was not quite over.  By the time I 

had hidden and locked my canoe and gear in 

the woods and bicycled by the light of a full 

moon to my car it was 8 o’clock and I was 

feeling serene. 

 

Due to a history of landowner resistance to 

paddlers on the Upper Upper Nantahala near 

Highway 64 and the Rainbow Springs gauge, I 

recommend that those wishing to paddle 

small streams like Buck Creek (or the men-

tioned sections of the Upper Upper Nantaha-

la), boat where there are private residences 

only when you would least expect encoun-

ters with their residents. It was no accident 

that I chose to paddle in a small group on a 

wet, rainy winter weekday and to park on and 

access the water from pubic land.  - EL 

We had a good turn out for the GCA Spring 

Membership Paddle even though the weather 

was rainy and the high was in the low 60s. In 

spite of the weather, we had 25 people show 

up for pizza and socialization.  The NOC was 

nice enough to let us set up under their pavil-

lion since it was raining.  It actually worked 

quite well.  There was a shelf to put the pizza, 

plates, etc. on and there was some seating 

and plenty of room to stand for others.  We 

had 19 hardy souls who paddled the river.   

After pizza and a few announcements we 

drove the cars to the take out and NOC fol-

lowed us with a bus to provide shuttle for us 

(paid for by GCA) which was really nice. - EL 

Spring Membership Paddle 

 by Lisa Haskell 
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So,  there I was on Sunday around noon,  just 

finishing off our third lap of the weekend, 

thinking to myself,  “Wow, this has been a real-

ly smooth weekend.   Even though the make 

up of the crew on each run was different, each 

crew was solid, and we had a couple of first-

timers on both days, but we haven’t had any 

swims at all.”   

 

The Upper has gotten a reputation for a place 

to see fledgling intermediate boaters who 

aren’t comfortable with technical water 

swim—a lot.  That can be a pain, as it isn’t the 

easiest place to corral boats and gear.   Any-

way, the river has a way of hearing your 

thoughts, and unleashing itself upon your ego.  

 

Saturday was scrapey, and the clearest I’ve 

seen the water on a release day.  After our 

Trip Report: Nobody Swam but Me - 

Upper Nantahala Spring Releases   

Story and photos 

by Jay Davis 

first lap, folks were complaining about the 

level, and all kind of rumors about the re-

lease were floating around.  250 always 

seems scrapey to me.  Yeah, I prefer 350 or 

450, but I’m just happy to be out boating on 

such a gorgeous Spring day and still find low 

water Upper more fun than the regular 

Nanty.  Taylor and Darren got their PFD’s in 

the bag, smooth as silk.   We ran 2 laps.  On 

the second the “notorious” John Holley was 

R2’ing the run with Jimmy Jones.   At that 

level the rubber got stuck several times and 

there was much heaving, huffing, and gesticu-

lating of rafters. They were the early after-

noon entertainment. On Sunday, he lured in 

a second victim, Geoff!  

 

I got back to Smokey Mountainn Meadows, 

and everybody was at the ERA party watch-

ing videos of people run the falls in all kinds 

of goofy contraptions.  So, it was a quiet 

night with a big moon, and it was chilly.   I 

went to bed early,  as I had gotten up at 5, 

and never sleep great the night before a  

 
(continued, page 8) 
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(Upper Nanty, continued from page 7) 
paddle trip, and I know I’m not alone on 

that one. 

 

Sunday it was pretty cold in the morning but 

heated up fast. Fifty degree temperatures 

feel less cold when everything is green and 

sunny. The day before we had wiggled 

around some wood from a long narrow 

branch that was just above the water.  On 

Sunday, the water had hidden it right under 

the surface and Mary got pinned on it.  She 

was over at about 90 degrees, bracing her-

self up with the paddle on the river bottom.  

Josh and Chris jumped out of their boats. 

Josh got to her quickly and got her loose 

from wood, still in her boat.   With a less ex-

perienced group, or a group with poor co-

hesion or no SWR training, this could have 

been bad. 

 

On the final lap I was lead boat,  and when I 

cleared PB&J, I spun around to look for the 

rest of the group, floating backwards next to 

the road side bank.  I paid for my inatten-

tiveness with a rock flipping me and getting 

my torso wedged in a spot under a rock and 

the current holding my boat into place.  I 

had to let go of the paddle and do some un-

derwater rock climbing with one hand to 

float free, but by then my lungs were burning, 

so it was swim time.  Man, it feels dumb to 

have people chasing your gear as you swim 

out of an eddy!  I had a new mark on my hel-

met and a small tear in my drytop and neo-

prene pants, and a finger boo-boo - typical 

stuff.  Luckily, the once-again solid crew 

helped get everything together and we were 

on our way.  Knowing this was our last lap of 

the weekend,  we started surfing, surfing, surf-

ing.  I flipped and hit a smooth roll at one lit-

tle wave.  Ha!  Jason paddled over and said,  

“You got redemption!”  

 

It’s so great when you have one of those 

weekends that just recharges you, and you 

are floating around work, still smiling, feeling 

like you just haven’t quite materialized back 

into that reality yet.—EL 

 



Keeping In Touch 
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. 

Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members 

share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 

Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership 

application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and 

links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

 

Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip 

reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip. 
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Mark your calendars and join us on GCA's 

26th Annual Chattooga River Clean-up,  Sat-

urday, June 23, 2018.  Enjoy good company 

and Georgia's most beautiful river while do-

ing your part to keep it pristine.  We need 

you! 

 

We will meet at 9:45 a.m. at the US Forest 

Service Chattooga River parking lot at the 

northeast corner of the US Hwy. 76 Chattoo-

ga River bridge.   We will first clean the access 

area there and at Thrift's Ferry Landing on 

foot.  We will then clean by boat the 3 miles 

of GCA's adopted section of the Chattooga, 

from Thrift's Ferry down to the Hwy. 76 

bridge.   If we have enough volunteers we 

could also clean other sections of this beauti-

ful Wild and Scenic River, made famous by the 

movie Deliverance, along the Georgia and 

South Carolina state line between Hwy. 28 

and Lake Tugaloo.  Volunteers who will not be 

boating may help by cleaning at the access ar-

eas in the morning.  The afternoon will be 

spent on the water, and volunteers must pro-

vide their own river craft and equipment, 

though they may call ahead to reserve possi-

ble spaces in rafts or canoes provided by 

others. 

 

This river section contains class II and easy 

class III whitewater and one class IV rapid, 

Bull Sluice, which can easily be portaged.  Pri-

or whitewater experience is necessary if you 

plan to boat the river. 

 

There will be an optional additional two-mile 

class III recreational paddle from Hwy. 76 to 

Woodall Shoals following the clean-up and 

liquid refreshments and dinner together 

nearby that evening.  Paddlers in kayaks, open 

and decked Canadian canoes, or rafts are all 

very welcome. 

 

Prior registration is requested, but unex-

pected arrivals will also be welcome.  Call, 

text or email trip coordinator Roger Nott, 

678-316-4935, rogernott@att.net—EL 

Chattooga River Clean-up 

Story and photos 

By Roger Nott 
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Talking Rock Creek  

Exploratory Paddle 
Story and photos by Lisa Haskell 

On April 28 I cordinated an exploratory 

paddle on Talking Rock Creek.  Of the 16 

people on the trip only one had run it be-

fore and that was over 20 years ago.  I had 

been wanting to run this creek for years 

and could never find a trip so I finally decid-

ed I was just going to have to bite the bullet 

and go.  I had driven out and scouted the 

put in and take out situation a few weeks 

earlier so when we got a good bit of rain 

and a nice weekend forecast I posted the 

trip.  

 

The weather was beautiful: sunny with a 

high about 73 degrees.  We had 16 people 

in 15 boats (one tandem crew):  me, Mike 

Thompson, Mary Ann Pruitt, Kelly Harbac, 

Carol Reiser, Brannen Proctor, Berry Walk-

er, Debbie Reed, Jim Albert, David Bernard, 

John Hicks, Dave Brytowski, Leif Hauge, 

Scott Hauser,  Josh Kroeger and David Rob-

inson.  We wanted to get an early start for 

the trip because we had 15 miles to paddle 

with a couple of miles on the lake at the 

end.  We had an official meeting time of 

9:30 am but most of the people were there 

early.  This meant that in spite of the fairly 

large group we were close to my target 

time of 10:30 am launching.   

 

We were on the water and moving by 

10:45 am.  The put-in is down a short, fairly 

steep trail on river left.  There is a nice 

sandy beach area for launching just before 

you get to the 136 bridge.  There were quite a 

few little class I/II shoals along the way and at 

that day’s water level the current was good.  I 

don't think I would want to do it much lower 

as a day trip.   

 

 

 

We had set a goal pace of two miles per hour 

and were able to maintain it easily.  I was wor-

ried about time since we had a large group and 

a long distance to travel, but we did well with 

time.  I had budgeted seven hours for paddling 

with another hour to allow for stopping a cou-

ple of times to eat, etc.  I planned to be on the 

water by 10:30 am and off by 6:30 pm.  We ac-

tually launched at 10:45 am and were off at 

5:45 pm.  There was plenty of daylight to spare 

since we were already on daylight savings time. 

(continued, page 11) 
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(Talking Rock Creek, continued from page 10) 

 

The first half of the run is pretty easy.  Accord-

ing to a source from TVCC, about six miles 

down on river left there is a spot with an easy 

landing and some flat ground which you can 

use for camping overnight.  You have to keep a 

keen eye out for it.  There also looked like a 

spot on river right just a bit past that which 

would work.  I didn't see any signs posted 

about keeping off.  About eight miles into the 

run, on river right, is Talking Rock Bluff, which 

many people claim is the origin of the name of 

the creek.  The bluff is very tall and if you yell 

loudly enough you can hear an echo.  Across 

from the bluff is a beach which is part of Trout 

Lodge.  We pulled over there to stretch and 

walked a short distance downstream to scout 

the largest rapid on the run.  At this water lev-

el it still wasn’t too difficult and everyone had 

a nice run through it.  There are a few more 

good rapids below that.  
 

The rapids on the second half of the river are 

a bit bigger than those up top.  At the end you 

run into the lake.  Talking Rock Creek empties 

into the Reregulation Reservoir for Carter's 

Lake so the last couple of mile are flat with 

very little current.  It still wasn't really a bad 

lake paddle though. The take out is on the 

right just before the bridge where Hwy 136 

crosses the river for a second time.   - EL 

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To 

subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or Vin-

cent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Win-

ston, GA 30187. 

 

Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to 

The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. 

 

Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads 

is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August 20 for the September/

October issue). 



KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 

 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy Line 
bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If an email to you 

bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an 

updated email address. 

 

When the GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an email to 

you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically unsubscribed by the 

listserve software. If your email changes, please "unsubscribe" and re-

subscribe with your new address.  
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The Alabama Scenic River Trail  and the Ala-

bama Sports Foundation are partnering to 

have a kayak sprint race in a pond in Hunts-

ville, AL on Saturday, June 9th, for ages 9 to 

18, inexperienced or experienced, for 

Olympic-like winner medallions.  Registra-

tion of $25 has been reduced to $10, be-

cause ASRT paid $15 of each fee.  We are 

also supplying all the sit-on-top kayaks, all 

the paddles and lifejackets so that every 

child has equal equipment.  ACA Certified 

Race Instructor Pete Smith of Gainesville, 

Ga will be the Race Director.  Any girl or 

boy in those ages in the Southeast is eligible 

to participate.   Those in ages 9 to 12 will 

race 100 meters while ages 13-18 will race 

200 meters.  

  

A pre-race Olympic style walk-in on live TV 

for all their distant friends to see them will 

be on Friday night, June 8.  All the easy rules 

are on the Alabama Games website.  

For detailed info: 

WWW.ALAGAMES.COM  800-467-0422   

Alabama Scenic River Trail  

Youth Pond Race 

On March 24, 2018 we hit Warwoman 

Creeak at 1.91 (AW gauge).  I wouldnt run it 

below 1.8 (AW gauge), and if the level had 

been any higher we would have had four river 

wide trees we had to cross under, to deal 

with.  It was cold, about mid 40’s, and cloudy. 

It took us 2.5 hours from meeting time, shut-

tling, to river time.  We were on the river 3.5 

hours. 

 

We drove to the take-out and left most of 

the cars and trucks there.  I took us to the 

South Carolina side of Sandy Ford.  The road 

is not marked with a street sign coming from 

Earls Ford taking a left onto Sandy Ford.  Its 

just a marker that reads 72.  There is boater 

access, but it would have saved us the 1/4-

mile hike-out if we had parked on the Geor-

gia side.  You have to cross a small tributary 

on the Georgia side, so be sure to check the 

ground clearance on your vehicle if you go 

that way.  At the take-out,  before we left for 

the put-in, another boater and myself hiked 

down to the river take-out to get a visual and 

we marked the spot with a bright pink rib-

bon. 

 

Dressed in our finest fashion we put on War-

woman at Earls Ford Rd.  The creek looked 

hardly anything worth boating, but we set off 

in anticipation of grander rapids. It’s a sweet 

river to gain basic creeking skills.  You have 

ledges, f/u rocks, narrow passages winding  
(continued, page 13) 

Trip Report:   Warwoman Creek 

Photo and story  

by Barbara Kaumeyer 

http://WWW.ALAGAMES.COM
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(Warwoman Creek, continued from page 12) 

through the wilderness,  strainers, and blind 

drops.  

 

The run is 7.2 miles in total.   At 4.2 miles 

the creek empties into the Chattooga.  Then 

paddling from Earls Ford to Sandy Ford is 

the last 3 miles.  

 

I love carnage.  The day started off with one 

of the first few rapids, Mattress, giving eve-

rybody a good knocking around.  There is a 

fun slide on the right side of the main rapid, 

but the water pushes you quickly back river 

left into the drop below the boulder and 

there is a nasty solid rock there that wants 

to simulate for you what its like to drive a 

car into a brick wall.  

 

We scouted Pinball rapid for possible 

wood/strainers.  There was a river left en-

trance and a hard river right, 90-degree 

turn.   At the turn is a tree and just enough 

space, at this level, to pin a boat.  One of the 

boaters set safety there as a precaution.  

 

The biggest rapid of the day, and prettiest 

waterfall, was Dick’s Creek Ledge on Chat-

tooga section III.  The best way to run it is 

to boof it.  We decided on three possible 

lines when standing on the big scouting 

rock in the middle of the river:  just to the 

right boofing off the flake, directly river left 

down a bumpy slide, and the traditional line 

following the flow boofing the pour over far 

river left.   The ledge is about 4ft’ish.  

 

The best carnage came at the end of the 

day, after we had run all the big rapids and 

were near the take-out.  After Dick’s Creek 

and before Sandy Ford was a no-name rapid 

that had some decent gradient and it’s run 

center to left.  I watched from downstream as 

one boater dropped into the rapid and 

flipped, then another boater dropped into the 

rapid pushing the first boater out of it.  The 

second boater’s boat submerged almost com-

pletely, then popped up and the boater pad-

dled out over the top of the first boater’s 

boat.  It was a good day to be on the river.—

EL 

Mattress on Warwoman Creek 
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 

and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 

coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 

Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 

like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 

Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 

call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all 

types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up 

to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 

Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 

Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 

Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information. 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 

Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 

Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 

Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 

Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 

Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 

May 26  Hiwassee River   contact Brannen Proctor: 770-664-7384 or bproctor@mindspring.com  

May 27  Hiwassee River   contact Jack Taylor:   770-998-0350 or xl13jdt2@bellsouth.net   

June 23  Pigeon River   contact Lesley Symington 678 642 0601. Or contact Lesley by Facebook message   

June 23  Intermediate Kayaking class  contact Jimmy Jones at (478) 733-1023. Text is best  

June 24  Combat Roll Clinic   contact Jay Davis at (404) 713-7586 or Jimmy Jones at (478) 733-1023  

June 24  Upper Ocoee Trip   contact Kerrie Barloga at 850 322 5310 or kbarloga@comcast.net  

 

 

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapad-

dletraining@gmail.com.    

THE EDDY LINE 

Thinking of joining a paddling trip? 

 

When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the fol-

lowing bit of river etiquette in mind: 

 

Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.   

This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s 

considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler.  Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the 

uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group. 

http://www.gapaddle.com/


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by 

advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know 

you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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Kerrie Barloga on 

Bear Creek Falls, 

Cheoah River 

GCA Members in Action 



Post Office Box 611 

Winston, Georgia 30187 

G E O RG I A  C A N OE I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate 

memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 

ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 

whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 

paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 

environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 

development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 

throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 

The Eddy Line,  © 2018, is  published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354 

Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association,  

P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. 


