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The Eddy Line Is
Going Paperless
It seems that almost everything and everyone is on a push to go paperless these days.
The Eddy Line has at last joined the 21st
century and will be going in that direction
this summer. Not only will it save the money we spend on printing and mailing, but it
will save a few trees in the process. Beginning this summer with the July edition of
The Eddy Line, we will be going completely
paperless. The last paper edition will be the
May-June 2018 edition. What does this
mean for you?
If you are currently signed up for both
paper and digital delivery of the newsletter, and you have been receiving both
with no problems, no action is required on
your part. Your newsletter will continue to
be delivered via email in the same format
you currently receive it (.pdf file). The printed edition will quietly disappear from your
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USPS mailbox. If you are signed up for both
paper and digital and you are having problems
receiving the digital file, e.g., we maybe don't
have your current email address on file in the
GCA Membership Database, or you have a full
mailbox on your email service, or if your spam
filter is blocking the delivery, or if your mail
client or your ISP is set up to block large attachments, or whatever the case may be, you
need to get the situation resolved before the
July newsletter in order to continue receiving
The Eddy Line uninterrupted.
If you are currently signed up to receive
only digital delivery of the newsletter, and
you have been receiving it with no problems,
no action is required on your part. If you have
not been receiving the digital file, then you
have a very real problem. First of all, you
probably will not receive this notification, and
your newsletter delivery will continue to not
exist. But then, if you haven't noticed the
problem so far, it will probably make no difference to you. You can, however, eliminate the
problem, assuming you find out about it, by
providing a current email address for the GCA
(continued, page 2)
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Membership Database. We hope that there
are very few members who fall into this category.
If you are currently signed up to receive
only the paper copy, you also have a bit of
a problem. To continue receiving The Eddy
Line, you must make arrangements to provide
a current email address at which you can receive the newsletter. We realize that this will
be a bit of an inconvenience for some of our
members who much prefer to read a paper
copy, and who will need to make arrangements to print the newsletter out to do so.
To update your email delivery information in
the GCA Membership Database, or to provide a new email address, contact Vincent
Payne by phone at 404.629.5376 or via email
at Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or snail
mail your request to GCA, P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187. We are trying very diligently
to minimize problems during this transition.
There are other advantages to publishing only
a digital newsletter besides saving trees and
the printing and mailing expense. It will enable us to go back to a 12 months a year publication schedule, and it will shorten our publication timeline. As a result, the information in
the newsletter will be timelier and more up
to date. As a for instance, currently if you
wanted to list a trip or some other event in
the newsletter, you would have to have the
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information to the Editor as much as 2-1/2
months in advance of the event. With digital
only and a 12 month schedule, you could
only need a lead time of as little as a few
days and no more than 4-6 weeks. Likewise,
your trip reports could be published before
the participants have forgotten that they
were on the trip. :) It will be much easier
on our Editor because the layout would not
have to conform to the 4 page increment
format required for a publication on paper.
The newsletter can be any size it needs to
be and it can get larger without getting
more expensive to print and mail. And
when the publication deadline arrives, it can
be published right away without having to
deal with dropping articles or adding filler
articles because they do not fit in the 4 page
increment layout.
We are doing everything we can make this
change as painless as possible for the readership. As a sort of failsafe, we will be posting the current newsletter in the Members
Only section of the GCA Web Site each
month, where those who only have access
to the internet via a library or some public
WiFi connection can still read and / or print
the newsletter. If you have suggestions on
how we can further make this process easier on the membership, please do not hesitate to contact President Jenny Taylor or any
other officer or board member. Thank you
for your patience in this matter.—EL
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GCA FLORIDA WINTER
PADDLE 2018
Article and photos by
Lisa Haskell
This year the GCA once again ventured south
to Florida for the Martin Luther King, Jr.
weekend. We had a total of 39 people who
participated in the event. Most of us stayed at
the Chassahowitzka River Campground
where we have based our operations for the
last several years, but there were a few people
who opted to stay at local hotels. The weather was much cooler this year than the last
two years, but that is always a possibility in
Florida. Overall, the weather could have
been much worse. It only rained on us one
day, Friday, and that was our warmest day,
which helped. We headed down to Florida
on Thursday to set up camp and then paddled
the next four days. We had two paddling options each day.
On Friday my group paddled a section of the
Withlacoochee River near Dunnellon, Florida.
This was an exploratory trip, meaning that no
one on the trip, myself included, had ever paddled it before. We had 23 people on the trip
that day and it turned out to be a very nice
section of river. It rained on us a bit, but the
high was 70 degrees so it wasn't too bad. This
was a blackwater run with lots of cypress
trees and bird life. Citrus Blue Hole spring is
located on this run and we stopped at the
spring for lunch and to look around. One or
two people swam in the spring while we were
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there. We actually took off the river at a
local restaurant called Stumpknocker's.
Since we made reservations for the group
to eat dinner there they let us leave our
cars in their parking lot so we didn't even
have to drive anywhere to eat dinner. The
food was delicious and they did a really
good job handling a large group.

Withlacoochee River

On Saturday my group paddled the Hillsborough River in Thonotosassa, Florida.
This was not an "exploratory trip" but I had
only paddled it once before, and this was
the first time we have paddled this river on
one of the official GCA trips. We had 18
people on the trip this day. We put on the
river at John B. Sargeant park and paddled
down to Trout Creek Park. This is a very
pretty section of river that has a lot of cypress trees and wildlife. The weather on
Saturday was overcast with a bit of wind
and a high of only 55 degrees. Because of
the weather, we didn't see as much wildlife
this year as last year. We did see an alligator, a few Roseate Spoonbills and lots of
other birds. Unfortunately, we did not see
(continued, page 4)
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(Florida Trip, continued from page 3)
George this year. (George is a 14 foot alligator that lives on Trout Creek which runs into the Hillsborough near the take out for
this section.)
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get in, but we saw lots of birds, turtles and
other wildlife. After paddling, some of the
group went to the Blue Gator Tiki Bar for
dinner. It wasn't very fancy but the food
was pretty good.

Rainbow River

Hillsborough River

On Sunday my group paddled the Rainbow
River. We used Rainbow River Canoe and
Kayak for our shuttle and they did a very
nice job. There were 17 of us on the trip
today. We parked on their property and
they gave us a ride (boats and gear included)
up to our put in at K.P. Hole State Park,
where we launched. The weather was nicer
today - sunny with a high in the low sixties.
Most of us paddled about a mile and a half
upstream to the spring head to look around
before heading back downstream. Since the
launch fee includes use of the park for the
day we stopped at K.P. Hole on the way
downstream to eat lunch. We were able to
get out of our boats, eat and use the facilities before continuing on our way to the
take out. We didn't see any manatees because the river is land-locked and they can't

On Monday, my group paddled the
Chassahowitzka River. The weather was
sunny and windy, with a high in the mid sixties. We had 10 people paddling. We were
paddling at low tide - unfortunately, the high
tide times didn't occur at good times for our
paddling schedule. It was sort of interesting
at low tide though. We paddled over to the
Seven Sisters area and were able to get out
and stand on the rocks which form part of
the springs. At high tide you can paddle
over these rocks and look down into the
springs. We saw lots of manatees in the area
right by the launch site as well as in the first
inlet that goes to the left. We decided to do
what they call the Trestle Run. We paddled
out to Salt Creek where you can see the remains of posts which formed a log pull
across the river. It was built in the early
1900s and used by logging companies to pull
logs across the river. You can only see them
at extreme low tide though. We paddled on
a bit past this which is the farthest I've been
(continued, page 5)
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(Florida Trip, continued from page 4)

out on the Chaz so far.

We then turned around and headed back to
the campground launch. Three of us ended
up checking out Salt Creek on the way back.
In spite of the weather I had a good time this
year and I hope everyone else did too. I'll
still be hoping for warmer weather next year
though! - EL

Chassahowitzka River
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Stepping Up on the South Sauty
Story and photos by
Tom Pumphrey
“Welcome to Sauty!” Dane White announced
the name of the rapid just downstream. The
name is perfect for a rapid that captures the
character of so many rapids on the South
Sauty Creek near Grove Oak, Alabama. I
smiled. The name also expressed the sentiment of the moment. This was my personal
first descent of the South Sauty, and a step up
in testing my skills. Sauty gave me a great welcome indeed.
I describe myself as, “a solid class III boater
who runs class IV rapids in optimal conditions.” Those conditions are usually the right
flow level, the right team, and the right line
(that I can both see and follow). The prior
year, I stepped up to the Tellico ledges, the
Upper Nantahala, the Upper Ocoee, and
spent more time on Section 4 of the Chattooga. The class IV rapids on the South Sauty,
however, are more extended and require
multiple moves in rapid succession, usually on
the backdrop of technical class III boulder
fields. Bank scouting would be limited, and
navigation would require both breaking down
the rapids into steps, and keeping my head on
a swivel in the lead-in and wash-out.
Lesley Symington, a teammate on other class
IV runs, suggested the South Sauty as a fun
run for President’s Day. She checked with
Dane, a veteran of Alabama rivers. I was up
for something new, so the plan was set. But,
as I watched some YouTube videos the night
(continued, page 6)
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before, I wondered if Lesley overestimated
my skills. As a result, when we arrived at the
put-in, I started with a little pucker-factor.
Soon, however, the fun Lesley had promised
drew me in, and I learned to savor every section of the river.
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Dane was an experienced guide, so as long as
I could follow where he led, and improvise if I
wandered, I would make it down this beautiful
river on a gorgeous February day. The weather was around 70 degrees, and though the
water was cool, we were all well suited for
the river and ready to go.

The river starts with an 8ft ledge called
“Matheny’s Ledge.” A simple, slightly rocky
ledge helped get the adrenaline pumping.
Then followed class II+ boogie water and well
-defined rapids : “Initiation Slot” (with crossflows in a short slot) and a small slide. Then
came a class III rapid called “Tits.” Hey, I didn’t
make up the name, folks… but I must admit it
is one of the most descriptively accurate rapThe Team was just right: myself and five experienced paddlers. Dane knew the lines like id names since the days when Tablesaw had its
a bloodhound, and he gave just enough clear blade on the Ocoee. The approach is run between two similar rocks, each of which curve
direction to keep me focused. Lesley has
spent the last four years consuming as many gently to center peaks, pointed downstream.
teaching and river hours as time would allow, Between them is the soft landing; to the right
is a sieve against an undercut wall.
taking her to the class V West Fork of the
Tuckasegee and a big water section of the
Then came “Welcome to Sauty” with a strong
Nile before a dam started to flood it last
month. We brought along Jeff Lankford, who drop, boulders to thread and a multiple drop
started paddling when “old school” was new, ending. Various routes were open, but the
boulders and cross-flows made the passage
Andy Lee, another South Sauty veteran, and
fairly dynamic. This was the basic character of
Eric Baker who paddled an old Wavesport
most rapids on the river. “Pincushion” that
boat. Eric said he would take a slower pace
followed had a surprise hole coming around
to catch eddies and sneak around rocks in
creative places. In other words: don’t follow the bend of a large boulder in the center of
the river, followed by a route through more
his line, just watch. Eric and Jeff wore vinboulders and over another drop. This, too,
tage dome helmets and Jeff wielded a handwas the kind of class III boulder-maze so
made wooden paddle. All we needed was
common for the day.
John Kobak and Matt Coulburn and we
would have looked like a William Nealy cartoon. It was too bad I retired my old ProTec “Egg Scrambler” starts river-right against a
high cliff wall, and drops in a cross-flow seam
helmet last year (the one with the “Ocoee
(continued, page 7)
‘96” sticker on the side).
My criteria for class IV was on track. The
USGS level was 9.03 feet or 169 cfs, which
translates to the “stick gauge” at the takeout reading 13 inches. This proved to be a
perfect level: not too pushy, but high
enough to pad out the myriad rocks that
start to surface below 12 inches.
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of water, forming a fluid slot to the pool below. A little pushy and unstable, the drop
was fun and hair-dry for us.
The next rapid was “Jonah’s Whale.” Dane
briefed us before we got close. Dominating
the horizon line is a house-sized round boulder in the center of the river. Just upstream
is a drop that you don’t really see until close.
Because of a slab rock just below the drop,
and because of the way the flow works, the
safe route is to take the drop nearly sideways, pointing right, hugging the right side of
the drop. The swirl below the drop likes to
send you to the center of the “whale,” undercut at its base all along the perimeter, and
a dangerous spot to be. We all made the
route, me with an unintended rock splat on
the right side.

Jonah’s Whale

Downstream, Dane broke down “Cliff Left,”
named for the cliff side entrance. We drove
through the first drop cross-curler to catch
the left hand eddy at the top of the curve.
From there, we could see the curve to river
right. Then down across a small ledge, and
set-up to approach where the river converged back against the left-hand cliff in a

narrow passage. This was a beautiful and
fun, technical route.

Cliff Left

Next came “Drunken Horsemen.” I have no
idea how it came by its name, but it consists
of two drops, each of which look innocuous
from above. The first drop has surprise
rocks and tempting boofs not worth taking,
since they send you into the undercut left
wall. Threading that route, the next drop
was less eventful. This rapid was a little
more about the screw-up factor and less
about the navigation challenge.
By this point, the team had started to build
a pattern: Dane would lead, I would follow,
with Lesley behind me. Jeff played through
the features with Andy and Eric. When the
first three of us eddied-out at the bottom,
we could watch the next three thread complex lines through the final drops. This was
our pattern in “Upper Minefield” and
“Lower Minefield.” Each rapid included a
series of moves back and forth across the
river, around and through boulders, drops,
(continued, page 8)
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cross-flows, and over holes that led to pillows and more of the same. Dane showed
the general route, but balance and counteracting the rocks and flows were a dynamic
left to me, charting each piece in real-time.
These were classic South Sauty rapids:
technical and fun if you are upright; a long
and bumpy ride if not, with plenty of places
to stick.
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the center flow and made it down the slot upright, hitting the hole at the bottom, and continuing down the route, through another crossflow seam, over pour-overs and ledges, and
around and through more boulders. This was
the step-up I was looking for.

Andy, Dane and Lesley above The Slot

Lesley Symington and Andy Lee at Upper Minefield

As we came through the gorge, a Bald Eagle flew from his perch on river-left, flying
straight downstream away from us in a majestic glide. He led us to a calm pool above
an opening between two massive boulders.
This is “The Slot.” As we entered the pool,
we could see straight down the slot as we
passed it: an eight foot wide slide between
the rocks. Dane took us into the slot from
river-right, hugging the right-hand rock and
catching a 90-degree turn down the slot
for the next 20 yards, crashing into a diagonal hole that stops you and pushes you
right. I didn’t hug so closely, and tipped to
the left as I entered the slot. But I caught

The last class IV rapid was “Bonecrusher.” This
was another complex of drops, holes, crossflows and boulder-navigation. Dane broke it
down to line us up effectively for the final drop,
catching an eddy on river left and ferrying
around a boulder to the routes otherwise blind
from upstream. From there, we were better
lined-up for the last drop through the rocky
hazards. Eric, of course, took routes through
those hazards, step by step for a great finish at
the bottom. Without the lines, Bonecrusher
would present multiple challenges with blind
turns and pin opportunities. With the lines, it
became a smart-paddling puzzle.
The river fun didn’t stop from there, but went
on to more class III drops, including a series
through riverbed trees in “the Forest.” I was
tempted to relax, but I soon realized that pin
and strainer potential was high, requiring alert
(continued, page 9)
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(South Sauty, continued from page 8)
paddling and a dynamic look ahead.
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Book Review: Flint River User’s
Guide
By Tammy Lea, Eddy Line Editor

Eric Baker at the bottom of Bonecrusher

It was a fast day. My part of the team didn’t
stop and play as much as Andy, Eric and Jeff.
But the pace led to a phenomenal skills
workout on a beautiful river. At that level,
the South Sauty wasn’t as pushy as Olympic
Ocoee, nor as risky as Five Falls on the
Chattooga (though it has its danger spots).
But, it was a step-up challenge in riverreading and flow-countering to thread a
technical path through the boulders and dynamic water. With experienced guides and
teammates, it was just what the holiday ordered, full of smiles and a desire to run it
again. “Welcome to Sauty!” - EL

Jeff Lankford at Sauty Falls

Flint River User’s Guide, written by Joe Cook,
is the fourth book in a series of Georgia River
Network recreational guidebooks, which includes guides to the Broad, Chattahoochee
and Etowah Rivers. As with the other books
in the series, the guide to the Flint is printed
on water-resistant paper to allow the reader
to take it on the river. This is a practical feature, given the abundance of detailed maps included in the book.
The guidebook breaks the river down into 22
sections, with each section having its own
chapter in the book. Each section is a portion
of the river that can be paddled in a single day.
Each chapter contains the necessary information for that section of river: estimated
length of the run in both hours and miles, the
water levels necessary to make the journey,
the location of river gauges and directions to
the put-in and take-out sites. Also included
are alternative put-in and take-out sites. There
is a map accompanying each chapter, which includes, by map and GPS coordinates, points of
interest along the river. As with all of the
guidebooks in the series, the maps are oriented from upstream to downstream, and not
north to south, which makes the maps easy to
follow while paddling.
Aside from the practical nature of the guidebook in terms of maps and river information,
one of the nicest features of the book is the
(continued, page 10)
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inclusion of historical information about each
point of interest along the river. When writing this book, the author interviewed local
residents in addition to researching historical
information about the river. The result is a
guidebook which includes interesting reading,
as well as maps and navigation information.
Additionally, there is a small section on reptiles and amphibians that are found in the
Flint’s ecosystem.
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SEA KAYAK SYMPOSIUM 2017:
A Fabulous Experience PLUS
Great Cross-Over Skills
By Carol Reiser

I’m sitting in my Dagger Alchemy, a versatile
14 foot kayak, looking over my shoulder at
an approaching wave slowly building up.
“Wait for it,” I tell myself. One of the instructors yells, “Now! Paddle, paddle, padOther features of the guidebook worth men- dle,” and I dig in, working to keep my fortioning are a section on boating safety and
ward stroke even. I feel the lift and slam a
etiquette, a listing of outfitters operating on
stern rudder out beside me as the boat takes
various sections of the Flint, a fishing primer
off, flying along at the front of the wave. I
and, at the end of the book, a pictorial guide
shriek, “Wooooooooohoooooo,” ruddering
of animals and plants along Georgia Rivers. I with all my strength to stay straight. It’s my
have only paddled a short section of the Flint, longest ride yet, about 50 yards of sheer joy.
but the descriptions in the guidebook, along
I can see the wave starting to fold in on my
with the excellent photography, have piqued
left side, turning me against my will. I’m
my curiosity enough that I see exploration of greedy and won’t let go of the wave. “No,” I
more of the Flint River in my future. The
growl, but it’s no use. The wave wins and I
Flint River User’s Guide is definitely a book
flip over onto the sandy bottom near the
worth adding to your library.—EL
shore. It’s shallow and I lever myself up,
thrilled and eager for more as I paddle back
out into the waves of Tybee Island’s South
Beach.

Keeping In Touch

To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members
share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership
application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and
links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip
reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip.

Paddling of any kind expands your skills so I
welcomed the opportunity October 24th to
28th, 2017 to join GCA members Lisa
Haskell, Brannen Proctor, Kelly Harbac, Rebecca Fitzsimons, Scott Warren and Julie
Johnson at the Sea Kayak Georgia Symposium and Ocean Gathering 2017 organized by
Sea Kayak Georgia on Tybee Island. The Symposium offers skills development courses for
(continued, page 11)
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boat after failing to roll (lol), and blasting
paddlers of all levels taught by expert local and through waves as they roll into shore. My
confidence level, balance, bracing, rolling and
international instructors. The courses range
from basic strokes, rolling, edging, bracing, and boat control have all improved as a result.
I’ll definitely be back for more next year! surfing to rough water exploration and incident management. Check out their website at EL
www.seakayakgeorgia.com.
(Sea Kayak Symposium, continued from page 10)

I’ve been paddling whitewater for about eight
years and am totally passionate about growing
in the sport. For the first few years I didn’t see
any reason to branch out. Some of my paddling friends (including Lisa, Brannen and Kelly)
had been going to Florida for flatwater trips
for many years, and in 2015 I decided to go
too, but figured it would just be for the scenery.
Wellllll, that was just a bit arrogant of me, as I
soon found out. Brannen took me out on a
lake to work on my forward stroke before the
trip. Flatwater paddling is HARD! That is, if
you do it right, not just lily dip your way
around. If you don’t use torso rotation, you’ll
quickly exhaust yourself and wear out your
shoulders after miles of propelling a boat
around with no current to speak of, or against
the wind. I saw immediate improvement in the
power of my whitewater forward stroke after
branching out into flatwater.
Fast forward to the Sea Kayak Symposium.
Ocean paddling presents a whole new set of
challenges that are great fun in themselves and
will also improve your overall paddling skills.
I’ve just scratched the surface but have already
dealt with incoming and outgoing current,
wind, weathercocking (the tendency of the
boat to turn its bow into the wind), surfing
(amazing fun!), ocean rolling, getting back in the

Tallulah Gorge Whitewater Release
Call for volunteers
Tallulah releases are soon! GCA weekend is
April 14 and 15. Eddy Line Editor, Tammy
Lea, will be coordinating volunteers for the
weekend.
Shifts are either 8am-noon or 11am-4pm
each release day. There are positions available at registration, the bridge, the put-in and
the take out. No paddling experience is
necessary for registration, the bridge or the
take out. You must have paddling experience
to work the put-in, due to the requirements
of the position.
Volunteers get drinks, snacks, and the privilege of going down to the put-in during the
release. The stairs on the south rim of the
gorge are closed to all but boaters and volunteers.
To volunteer, please email Tammy Lea at:
EddyLineEditor@gmail.com. Please put
“Tallulah Volunteer” in the subject line, and
in the email indicate your desired shift(s)
and position(s). -EL
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Photos from Roger Nott’s
recent trip on Big Cedar
Creek.

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To
subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to
The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads
is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August 20 for the September/

From Club President, Jenny Taylor:
Lots of people are looking for the club to coordinate some trips on Class III and above.
I'm looking for people that can help coordinate on these types of runs. Suggestions have
included: Upper Ocoee, Section 4, South Sauty, LRC, North Chick, Tallulah, Cheoah, Big
South Fork, Daddy's Creek, Wilson's Creek,
and Tellico. If you would be willing to help out,
or know of people who would, please contact me at thespis258@comcast.net

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If an email to you bounces back,
you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an updated email address.
When the GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an email to you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically unsubscribed by the listserve
software. If your email changes, please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with your new address.
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
March 31

Trip Coordinator Clinic

contact Jimmy Jones: 478-733-1023 via text or jjmastertech.ase@gmail.com

March 31

Warwoman Creek to Sandy Ford

contact Roger Nott: rogernott@att.net

April 22

Spring Membership Paddle

check the GCA website for details

April 28

Tune Up Your Paddle For Summer

contact Tammy Lea: 404-786-5937 or EddyLineEditor@gmail.com or check the GCA
website for details

May 18-20

GCA Spring Extravaganza

Check the GCA website for details

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.

Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind:
Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.
This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s
considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler. Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the
uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all
types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up
to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

GCA Members in Action

Kerrie Barloga on
Bear Creek Falls,
Cheoah River

The Eddy Line, © 2018, is published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association,
P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while
paddling.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASS OCIATION, INC.
Post Office Box 611
Winston, Georgia 30187
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 500 family and corporate
memberships comprising more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and Kayakers of all
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests include
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities. We espouse conservation,
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills
development. Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and
friends. Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents.

