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The Eddy Line Has
Gone Paperless
It seems that almost everything and everyone is on a push to go paperless these days.
The Eddy Line has at last joined the 21st
century and has gone in that direction this
summer. Not only will it save the money we
spend on printing and mailing, but it will save
a few trees in the process. Beginning with
this edition of The Eddy Line, the transition
to paperless is complete.
KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf
version of The Eddy Line bounce back due to
bad or outdated email addresses. If an email
to you bounces back, you will be deleted
from the recipient list until we get an updated email address.
When the GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an email to you on the
GCA email list, you will be automatically
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unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your
email changes, please "unsubscribe" and resubscribe with your new address.
To update your email delivery information in
the GCA Membership Database, or to provide
a new email address, contact Vincent Payne by
phone at 404.629.5376 or via email at Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or snail mail your
request to GCA, P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA
30187. - EL
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26th Annual GCA Chattooga
River Clean-Up
Article and photos by
Roger Nott

Many thanks to our twelve hard-working volunteers who made a success of GCA’s 26th
Annual Chattooga River Clean-up Saturday,
June 23, 2018. This year we again cleaned the
last 7 miles of Section III from the Blue Tag
Trail access, two miles upstream of the Fall
Creek put-in, to the Highway 76 bridge. Thus,
we were able to remove litter from all of both
the GCA's and the Atlanta Whitewater Club’s
adopted sections of the Chattooga plus two
additional miles. In addition to collecting
about 15 bags of trash, a tire, a lounge chair
and several other large items, I received an
amazing personal reward.
We met at 9:45 a.m. at Hwy, 76, where we
were greeted again and thanked by the Chattooga River Ranger Plinio Beres.
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We were, (left to right in the photo):
kayakers Jay Manalo and Scott Houser;
open boater Rob White; Chris and mother
Barbara Kaumeyer in a raft; kayaker Bill
Lacik; open boaters Roger Nott, Bryant
Smith and Kevin McInturff; kayaker David
Asbell, and Betsy Richards Smith, who
helped with the land cleaning and shuttle;
and kayaker Curtis Clark (photographer).
We initially cleaned on foot the river banks
downstream of Bull Sluice, the Highway 76
bridge area, and the USFS parking lot. Then,
at about 11 a.m. we drove as a group up Fall
Creek Road to the end of USFS Road
7023. From there we carried and slid our
boats down to the river along the Blue Tag
Trail to the river at a point about 3 miles
downstream of Sandy Ford. This put-in trail
is short but was somewhat overgrown and
steep and littered with downed trees in its
last 100 yards.
On the river, we split into two groups.
Scott, Bill and Rob went with me and paddled towards Thrift’s Ferry, the beginning of
GCA’s adopted river section. The seven
other boaters, who were led by Kevin, began
cleaning at our put-in and scoured the river
to Thrift’s Ferry. They then enjoyed a recreational paddle to Bull Sluice, above which
both groups met and set safety.
We had a beautiful day that reached the mid
-eighties before we were cooled off by a
short but violent deluge shortly before
reaching Bull Sluice. The river was full and
clear, registering 2.18 on the USGS gauge,
2.05 on the old bridge pier where we took
out. (continued, page 3)
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(Chattooga clea-up, continued from page 2)

For over an hour my group enjoyed the river,
surfed frequently, and paid no attention to
any trash. Here Scott catches Bill and me at
one of the many great surfing spots near Fall
Creek Falls:

We were having so much fun we had paddled a few hundred yards past the Thrift’s
Ferry access before some swimmers alerted
us to its presence and we belatedly got to
work cleaning.

Fall Creek Falls
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The profuse rhododendron was in full bloom
and had shed along the banks myriads of
white pedals which looked frustratingly like
little pieces of Styrofoam. Nevertheless, it
was not hard to find numerous items of trash
deposited by recent heavy rains high up the
banks or flushed into the branches and
woodpiles above the water.
I encountered one such huge pile of driftwood on river right about a half mile downstream of Thrift’s Ferry. From my canoe I saw
no trash in it, and it would have been easy to
paddle on without investigating further. However, I knew a group of youths had cleaned
this section about two weeks earlier and that
we would have to climb out of our boats to
find any large caches of trash they might have
missed. I ascended the eight-foot pile and, indeed, found two shoes and a couple of drink
containers. And as I was about to re-enter
my boat I spied a small blaze of green about
six feet up the back side of the pile. It looked
like it was attached around a black shaft
topped by a black T-GRIP!
Pulling it from the wood, lo and behold, I
found an intact Werner carbon fiber singlebladed PADDLE. It seemed in good condition
and measured to be exactly the same size as
the Werner I had been using. That one I had
bought to replace an identical one that had
been ripped from my hands when I had
swamped and swum the last big rapid in
North Carolina in a flood on Section 0 on
April 19, 2015. And the green piece of tape
just below the grip on the paddle I had just
found identified it as. . . MY LOST PADDLE!
(continued page 5)
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(Chattooga clean-up, continued from page 3)

Since early childhood green has been my favorite (and lucky) color, and I had put green
tape on the upper shafts of all my paddles
used on my Boy Scout Whitewater Merit
Badge canoe trips, to keep them separate
from those owned by our troop. I had lost
this paddle almost 35 miles upstream from
where I found it, over 38 months after I lost
it, during which time there had been well
over one hundred thousand paddler trips on
the Chattooga. When Rob, Scott and Bill
heard me whooping for
joy, they must have
thought I had lost my
mind to get so exciting
on account of finding
some trash! I happily
used my prodigal paddle
the rest of the trip.
Roger with his two
paddles

Needless to say it was a happy day for
me. We founds lots of trash, enjoyed great
fellowship, and enjoyed one the world’s most
wonderful rivers at a fun water level. At Bull
Sluice we portaged the trash, set safety and
enjoyed some exciting runs, recorded here
by Scott Houser
Kevin McInturff
clears the single
drop

Roger Nott tries
Plan C

Barbara
Kaumeyer and
Bryant Smith
celebrate a
successful run
of the double
drop

We took out at the Hwy. 76 bridge, where
we lingered to enjoy more good fellowship
and cooling beverages provided by the
club. Sadly most of us then had to hit the
road, though a few were able to feast together in Clayton at The Wicked Pig. Thanks again
to our hardworking volunteers and to American Rivers, who for the ninth straight year co
-sponsored our annual Chattooga Clean-up
and provided trash bags as part of its National River Cleanup Program.—EL
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NEWS FROM NOC ATLANTA
by Lisa Haskell
DISCOUNT ON ANNUAL SHUTTLE
PASS:
NOC Atlanta is offering a discount for GCA
members on their annual shuttle pass. The
annual shuttle cost for GCA members will
be $50 for the remainder of this season. For
more information you can call the NOC Atlanta Outpost at (770) 226-9519.
WEEKNIGHT SHUTTLE:
NOC Atlanta will be offering a free, late afternoon shuttle for GCA members every
Thursday thoughout the summer. The kickoff
shuttle will be on Thursday June 28th. The
shuttle will leave Paces Mill at 5:45 pm. If you
are interested in using the shuttle please call
the NOC Atlanta Outpost at (770) 226-9519
so that they will know how many people to
expect.
DEMO DAY:
NOC Atlanta is working on having a free
demo day at the Hooch. Hopefully more details will be available soon.
SLALOM GATES:
NOC has said they would be happy to request a meeting with the NPS about getting
the slalom gates back up and functioning.
However, they think it would be a good idea
to have a solid group of community people
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showing the NPS that it is as big a deal as
they think it is. If you are at all interested
in having slalom gates at the Metro Hooch
again for training and practice, please let
George Virgo at NOC Atlanta know. The
NPS was somewhat open to the idea of the
slalom gates, they were just afraid of committing time and money to make it happen
if interested is limited.
NOC INSTRUCTION:
NOC is offering a 10% discount to any club
member for any of their currently running
courses, this includes the Wilderness First
Aid courses in Atlanta. If you have a group
of 12 or more interested in a WFA class
they can go to you at a convenient time for
your group and, with permission, can also
use the Chattahoochee Rec Area. If you let
them know more specifically what you are
interested in they can provide further information and options. You can use Rachel
Dean as a point of contact so that she can
apply optimum discounts on their currently
running courses. She is also happy to discuss their away courses and custom courses for both Wilderness Medicine and the
Paddling School with anyone who has an
intereste. Her phone number is (828) 4887286.—EL
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Thank You Note for GCA Safety
Boaters
By Vince Payne
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Tomlinson, Brannen Proctor, Carol Reiser,
Tammy Griffin, Karen heath, Lee Torbush,
Mark Wilson, Scott Hauser, Tonya Brant,
Ben Simms, Chris Thompson. Kelly Harbac
and John Sampson. Thank you for helping
the larger paddling community get on the
rivers and develop an appreciate for rivers. - EL

Thank you to Georgia Canoeing Association
members for helping make Paddle Georgia
2018 a safe event. It could not have happened
20 Years of Coordinating Trips
without you. It was a very challenging route
From Jack Taylor
and water levels were concerning. You guys
stepped up to the challenge and made it hapA big sincere "Thank You" for your very genpen. I could not be more proud of this group
erous comments on my years of coordinatof paddlers.
ing paddling trips for the GCA. I have truly
enjoyed coordinating trips and making
During the week I received many complifriends with so many GCA paddlers. It was
ments from the paddlers for the fine work
fun seeing new paddlers get started and then
that this team did. The paddlers were very
appreciative. Larry and I got cheers for safety move up to paddling rivers that I could nevboaters when we came off the river on Thurs- er hope to paddle.
day. I may be the face that they recognize but
Also, a sincere "Thank You" to the many fely’all are the hands that did the heavy lifting
low paddlers who supported Karla's comand I sincerely appreciate it.
ments. I may have ended my adventure of
Further, I appreciate the contributions each of coordinating paddling trips, however, I hope
to join some carefully identified GCA padyou made to the scouting, strainer busting,
planning, asking questions, providing answers, dling trips for a while to come. May you always be mooned by pretty full moons,
researching options and challenging the plan.
Together we got a better plan and people
were safer for it. Also, it is important to recognize our plan may need to be re-thought
each day on the river. Thank you for being
flexible and making thoughtful decisions.
At the risk of missing someone, I need to
thank: Keith and Lisa Haskell, Barabara
Kaumeyer, Al Rodriguez, Tammy Lea, John
Blakely, Jim Unger, Allan Wadsworth, Paul
Smith, John Hicks, Kate Wilkerson, Larry
Photo courtesy of Karla Vinnacombe
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Trip Report: Upper Ocoee
By Kerrie Barloga
Photos by Darren Tinkey and Tonya
McMillan Brant
A lot of GCA members run the upper
Ocoee on a regular basis but the club rarely has a trip planned and organized, so I
thought I might try coordinating an official
trip. On June 24, we met at the put-in and
after sorting out some complicated shuttling we launched just before 11am. We
were ten: Jeff Lankford, Josh Hendricks,
Darren Tinkey, Kim Wheeler, Mary Torbush,
Kimberly Kierce, Mike McDonough, Joshua
Singleton, Brian Morris and Kerrie Barloga.
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people, but Kimberly was still walking up from
Alien Boof and waiting for a snake to move.
Fortunately, she ran Mikey’s with another
group and caught up with us. (I should have
held the group in the eddy until everyone was
gathered up.)

Darren Tinkey dodging Humongous

We had a lot of fun. Some boaters ran Alien
Boof a couple of times until they styled it.
Everyone was trying out new moves and new
surfs. There were no swims but a fair number
of rolls. I tried surfing the second hole at

Josh Hendricks

Everyone had paddled the Upper Ocoee
before and did not need much guidance
except maybe in the Olympic Section. We
paddled as one large group but split into
three groups at the Olympic Section
(excellent suggestion by Josh Hendricks).
The group was good about keeping track
of each other. However, we did lose Kimberly at Mikey’s because I thought I had ten

Josh Singleton in the Olympic Section

Roach Motel and confirmed that it is a fluffy
hole, but then ended up doing several rolls in
the chaos below. Mary caught more eddies in
(continued, page 8)
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(Upper Ocoee, continued from page 7)
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new line at Edge of the World and demonstrated, once again, I am not particularly good at
boofing. The trip officially ended at the put in
for the middle but most of the group paddled
on. - EL

Josh Singleton at Slam Dunk

the Olympic section than she has done before and tried out more difficult lines. Kimberly Kerce was paddling her larger boat
and focused on boat control. Jeff Lankford
surfed everything (of course). Brian Morris
and Mike McDonough ran everything with
quiet efficiency. Darren Tinkey figured out
how to style Alien Boof, as did Kim Wheeler.
Josh boofed everything he could and quietly
positioned himself as support boater at the
rapids that cause more angst. Joshua Singleton got in some very nice surfs. I tried a

Mary Torbush, Mike McDonough and Kerrie Barloga

Keeping In Touch
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members
share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership
application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and
links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip
reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip.

Kerrie Barloga at Mikey’s
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Trip Report:
Stylin’ the Tuck
Story and photos by Debbie Reed
‘Styling the Tuck’ morphed itself. At Hole
#2, mile 1.1, the trip was renamed
‘Bombing the Tuck’. Paddlers included myself, Dean Shepherd, Karen Heath, and Jim
Albert. Meeting at the old put-in in Dillsboro, there were two who couldn’t join the
trip. One person had never run the river
before and canceled due to the weather. I
was prepared to let them know the river
was not suited for first-timers that day; I
didn’t have to do this.
With shuttle set, we settled into the eddy
one at a time while watching an L4 ACA
Instructor class underway. Two other paddlers put on during that hour, but no one
else made it onto this section that day. The
other paddlers who put on, Laura and Tom,
have been paddling together for 40 years,
best friends, both in NC for 21 years, and
had done this section hundreds of times.
A glance up the river to the Dillsboro drop,
showed a lot of swishy-frothy-hazy whiteness and high mist in the air, ‘not today’ was
the group consensus. The iron pipe that
crosses the eddy at the put-in, was submerged, the water over 5 feet there. The
USGS river level 45 minutes before we put
on was 2400 CFS. Historically the CFS had
been up and down on this Section over the
prior few days, releases daily with the rain
were reflected in the graphics.
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and I ferried out into the current and got what
we expected: fast, pushy and squirrely water. It was moving us along. We had a short
discussion huddle on the river, above Motel
rapid with no eddies in sight, and decided anyone could play around as much as they wanted. Just right there were several three-to-four
-foot wave train options to surf your gnarly
bits off, but no one did. Railroad rapid was
loud with a full throttle motor as we approached. Staying very right of the traditional
left line in the first section, and then keeping
left above and approaching the hole were all
but impossible. No one swam, no one surfed
the hole intentionally, but it kept reaching out
for visitors. We didn’t stick around.
We were strategizing the remainder of the
trip on the fly: probe guidance, scouting from
the river, lines, spacing between us, safety, and
whistles. Prudential rapid was next, and the
river was now even pushier than when we
started. I was last to go here. Ferrying from
river right to left was intense. A change in the
line had been made ahead of me, thus the
need to get it done. Descending in my canoe,
(5th trip to date) engaging my paddle actively, I
made the decision to take the boof, do it
straight, rather than ending my run in the left
slot sideways. I made the boof, had a nice
white-water WOW moment, smiled and took
a breath as I went on down to a tiny eddy on
river left.
Eddy Land, as I have been calling it for a while,
listed as Moon Shot in AWA , was amazing. It
got renamed ‘No Eddy Land’ after the run.
Approaching from the right, you had to move
(continued, page 10)

Dean Shepherd, Karen Heath, Jim Albert
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(Tuckahala, continued from page 10)

quickly left and then back right, do it again
and around several big holes that had appeared. The lines kept changing, the waves

Double Drop, my favorite rapid on the Tuck,
did not disappoint anyone. Friday it had
multiple holes all along the right, in the middle and a few less on the left. Taking the line
left was the only option other than a land
procession at this point. Running far left, 6-8
feet from the bank, was insanely-fast, dodging tree branches that are usually well onto
the bank. This line had no eddies. (Had any
rapid had any line with eddies?) After taking
this far left line all the way down, we laughed

“No Eddy” Land

were coming from all angles, dropping out
from beneath you then reappearing in another place. I was second down in this rapid. In
our safety talk, we had discussed whistles as
we knew communication was not going to be
easy, I am glad we did this, because we had really loud water. Dean got his 59th birthday
swim on ‘No Eddy Land’ rapid, out of his boat
1/3 of the way into this metamorphosed rapid. Karen was behind him and able to whistle.
Hearing this, I was able to quickly glance and
see what it was before I descended farther. I
then whistled to Jim who was able to look
back up as well. We all knew there was nothing to be done for Dean, other than get to
the closest eddy (the bottom one which was
notably squirrely as well) and be ready to
grab him and his boat. Once Dean dumped
his boat and we were talking, we collectively
realized there was now, again, even more water in the Tuck.

Double Drop play spot—NOT

at the initial plan to run it left of center.
That would not have worked for any of
us. You know the old adages, the’ Tuckahala’,
the ‘Nantocoee’, etc. Well, we were talking
about the nature of the river that day, like
over the top, 3+ rapids, current galore, and
all on the Tuckaseegee Section 3, we felt it
was surely the ‘Tuckahala’ this trip. On the
AWA page, Steve Pack has a photo of this
rapid at 2500cfs, and that is NOT what it
looked like that Friday. After comparing
our timeline and the data on flow that day,
we surmise the level on Double Drop was
above 3500cfs.
(continued, page 12)
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(Tuckahala, continued from page 10)

The rest of the trip did not disappoint either. Usually winding down after Sling
Shot, which was doing its huge squirrely
wave train thing mighty well, we had to
remain on our toes. The shoals were full
of reflective waves with the current, whirlpools had sprung up all around, and we
were all moving up down and around,
bobbing through this long section of freeflowing water combined with release flow,
toward the flat-water section that wasn’t.
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As we took off the river we gave ourselves accolades for making it down the river with
a good challenging paddle at a higher level. The L4 Instructor class had made it down
the river by then and getting off they commented on the level and how fast they got down
from the put in. It had only taken them two
hours. Tom Pumphrey, who had been in this
instructor class, shared his thoughts as he got
off the river: ‘WOW’. Dean and Karen returned to the put in to get their vehicles and
they noted the water level. It was much higher
than it had been just three hours before. They
checked the level and it was at 4600 CFS,
shortly after they got off the river. All in all, we
figure, the river went from 2400 CFS to 4400
CFS while we paddled down Section 3. It was a
good old bombing trip and we all had a blast.
Again, Dean had a very adventurous 59th birthday, on the ‘Tuckahala’, we all ‘styled’ it uniquely.
—EL

Dean Shepherd at Double Drop

Descending to the take out, there is a little surf section along a small ledge, and
this had sprung into a nice class II surf
spot. No one wanted to surf anything at
this point, so it remained lonely. Our Friday had not been chilly. It had rained a
couple of times, but the sun had not been
full the entire trip. Environmentally speaking, the weather did not hamper our paddling in any way. The entire trip, with two
brief stops and a swim recovery, took 2
hours and 40 minutes.

Karen Heath on Double Drop

Page 12
THE EDDY LINE

VOLUME 53, NO. 3

TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
July 14

GCA Kid’s Clinic

contact Tammy Lea: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com
Kerrie Barloga: KBarloga@comcast.net

July 14-15

Hand Paddling Clinic

contact Lisa Haskell: lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 858-2012

July 22

Roll Clinic with ERA

https://endlessriveradventures.com/

August 4

Back to the Hooch Race

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.

Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind:
Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.
This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s
considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler. Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the
uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all
types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up
to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.

Page 13
THE EDDY LINE

VOLUME 53, NO. 3

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or
Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising
should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and
commercial ads is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August
20 for the September issue).

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and
promote safety while paddling.
GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over
500 family and corporate memberships comprising
more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and
Kayakers of all ages and paddling abilities are
equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests
include whitewater river running, creeking and
playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing
activities. We espouse conservation, environmental
and river access issues as well as boating safety and
skills development. Group paddling, training and
social activities of all kinds are conducted throughout
the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many
members and friends. Membership is NOT limited
to Georgia residents.

The Eddy Line, © 2018, is published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187. Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA
30187.

