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GCA paddles with the Manatees
Once again the GCA will be venturing south
for the MLK holiday weekend to paddle some
of Florida’s beautiful springs and rivers. We
will be setting up our base camp at the
Chassahowitzka River Campground and doing
day trips from there. We will be driving down
on Thursday, January 17, 2019 and paddling
the next four days (1/18-1/21). I will be on
campsite #53 and would love to have GCA
members camping near me, but you do need
to contact the campground to make your
own reservations. Their contact information
and campground details can be found
at http://www.chassahowitzkaflorida.com/.
Potential paddling locations include: Withlacoochee River, Chassahowitzka River,
Ichetucknee Springs, Crystal River, Weeki
Wachee, Rainbow River, Silver River, Braden
River, etc.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This is an official GCA trip. You will be expected to wear
your PFD, not just have it in your boat. Also,
this trip is for GCA members – not the gen-
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eral public. Please do not post this trip on
other websites.
Please contact me, Lisa Haskell, via email,
lshkayaker@gmail.com or at (678) 858-2012
to register for this trip. Using the RSVP
button on the website does not mean that
you are signed up for the trip.—EL

Fall Gala Info
SAVE THE DATE! This year our Fall Gala
will be the weekend of September 21 – 23,
2018. We will converge upon Smoky
Mountain Meadows campground in Bryson
City, NC for three days of paddling and camaraderie (not to mention Tales of Whitewater Terror around the campfire). You are
responsible for making your own reservation. You can contact Smoky Mountain
Meadows at Smokymtnmeadows@gmail.com or (828) 488-3672. Please
check the GCA website for updates as well
as keeping an eye on the calendar for scheduled trips. This is a great event – you don’t
want to miss it! If you have any questions,
feel free to contact Lisa Haskell at lshkayaker@gmail.com.—EL
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Fall Membership Paddle
Come out to the Membership/Officer Election paddle on Sunday October 21, 2018 at
12:00 pm. We will be in front of the NOC
Outfitter Pavilion at Powers Island with pizza and soft drinks. We will eat pizza and socialize, have a brief club meeting to elect
officers and get member feedback, and then
we will paddle the Metro Chattahoochee
together. This is your opportunity to meet
your new board members and let us know
how we can serve you better in order to
make the club the best that it can be!
Canoes and kayaks are welcome! If you are
a newer paddler or looking to meet other
experienced paddlers, this is an active and
great club to be a part of. Many of our
members paddle year round with appropriate winter gear.
Depending on the water level, the Metro
Chattahoochee is an easy class I/II run of
about 2.5 miles. With a few easy, but wide
rapids, there are many places to work on
skills and play. Dress for cooler temperatures as the water will be cool.
We will put in at Power’s Island. The take
out is the Paces Mill CRNRA. Entrance to
the take out is just below the BP gas station
located at 3340 Cobb Pkwy, Atlanta, GA
30339. A $5.00 entrance fee is required for
daily use at parking lots in the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area
(CRNRA).—EL
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Things I learned on the Ocoee
(aka, my trip report)
By Tammy Lea
1. No matter how much I practiced my roll in
the pool, in the lake, in eddies and in easy current I was not prepared for the utter disorientation of my helmet bumping on rocks while
setting up for a combat roll.
2. There is no shame in swimming as long as
you are trying new stuff and try to roll. Refer
to #1 above
3. I can swim Double Trouble and not die. Not
even from embarrassment. Again, refer to #1.
4. Being indecisive at the top of Double Trouble while trying a new approach has negative
consequences. Refer to all of the above.
5. Kerrie Barloga encouraging me to take the
lead from Moon Chute down to Double Trouble results in a feeling of empowerment and
confidence that doesn't happen when I follow
someone else.
6. The RPM MAX is awesome sauce on the
Ocoee. I had to use good form and aggressive
paddling to navigate the rapids instead of relying on the volume of my Nomad to power
through stuff. And she stern squirts.
7. The Ocoee is a cool river. But it sure isn't
the huge big scary place that some people
make it out to be. There was a good balance
between adrenaline rushes and Zen moments
surfing small waves. - EL

Page 3
THE EDDY LINE

VOLUME 53, NO. 5

Join us for our 3rd annual Yellow River Trash Bash, to protect the river from trash and litter
in the watershed. We will meet at the Gwinnett Yellow River Park, and then divide into
groups to cleanup several sites in the Park and and the surrounding area. Minimum Age is 14
yrs old. Upon completion of the cleanup, the teams will return to the Park for Pizza and
Free T-Shirt. Representatives of the Yellow River Water Trail will be available to discuss the
Trail, and County Parks & Dept of Water Resources can also provide information on their
services.
The Yellow River Water Trail is one of 16 Georgia Water Trails certified by Georgia River
Network. The YRWT is approx 50 miles long, running from Gwinnett, through DeKalb,
Rockdale, and Newton, ending in Lake Jackson. The YRWT conducts water testing with and
river & river buffer health monitoring. We promote healthy outdoor recreation on the river
and partner with local businesses and governments in the watershed. https://
www.yellowriverwatertrail.org/ FB: www.facebook.com/yellowriverwatertrail/
questions:YRTB2018@outlook.com—EL
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August 7: A Day of Anniversaries
Story and photos by
Jeff Lankford
August 7th, is a day of anniversaries. It is the
35th anniversary of my very first whitewater
river trip (in my own boat - not counting a
paddling class I had taken a month earlier). It
is the 35th anniversary of my very first GCA
trip. And, most importantly, it's the 35th anniversary of Roxanne and I meeting, on a river. So that's right - I met my wife on my very
first river trip 35 years ago today. Our first
encounter involved Rox wielding a sharp
knife and me removing my pants. You'll have
to guess the rest of that story.

Roxanne Lankford

Keeping In Touch
To contact the GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members
share information of general interest. To sign up, send an e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership
application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and
links to Eddy Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
Facebook: Visit the GCA Facebook page for photos, video, trip
reports, or to join an upcoming impromptu trip.

Trip report for the Upper Hooch trip on which
Jeff and Roxanne met, from the September, 1983
Eddy Line

With all the joy and friends that paddling
Whitewater has brought into my life, causing
me to meet my future wife is the greatest
impact it has ever had. Love you Rox! - EL
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Longboat Clinic with
Chris Hipgrave
coming in September
Date: September 8th
Time: 8:30-12:00
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The Nominating Committee is seeking officer nominations. If you are interested,
speak up. If you know someone that would
be good, confirm they are willing. Then contact Vince Payne
(VincentPayne9354@gmail.com) who will
pass the name to the committee.

Meet: NOC Instruction @ 8:30am
Where: Nantahala
Cost: $20
Reservations required so we can lock in
the right number of long boats for participants. Call NOC Paddling School to lock in
reservation 828.488.7249. We’ll provide a
range of long boats from Dagger, Jackson,
Liquidlogic and even the Pyranha 12R, as
needed by participants. We’ll challenge
skills, learn how to get the most out of
these rockets and do moves impossible in
shorter kayaks, - EL

Holiday Party Info
SAVE THE DATE! This year’s Holiday Party
will be on Saturday December 1, 2018 at the
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 13. The party
starts at 6:00 pm but anyone who would like
to help set up should show up at 5:00 pm.
The club will provide meats for the dinner,
everyone should bring a side dish or dessert
to share. We will provide coffee, tea and water but you are welcome to BYOB. Bring your
family! Bring a friend! Come ready to have a
good time!
The address is:
2350 Austell Rd,SW, Marietta, GA 30008
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2018 YELLOW RIVER MUSIC JAM & PADDLE
Join us for our Water Trails 5th Annual Event.
Saturday Sept 22 12:00 - 8:30 PM
PO Box 560 Main St, Porterdale, GA 30070
https://www.facebook.com/events/385024875341807/
Includes optional 7 mi scenic flatwater paddle from Mt Tabor Road to
Porterdale,Yellow River Park.
Bring a chair and enjoy local Food, Brews, and great Bands.
Visit our Outfitter ‘Nomadic Flow Outfitter’, browse our Historic Downtown shops and also view our future new Whitewater Access point below the Dam.
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TRIP AND EVENT SCHEDULE
September 1

Hiwassee River

contact Brannen Proctor Phone: 770-664-7384. Email:bproctor@mindspring.com

September 2

Hiwassee River

contact Berry Walker Phone: 770-664-5024 Email: bcwalker5@bellsouth.net

September 8

Longboat Clinic

contact NOC: 828.488.7249

September 21-23 Fall Gala

See the GCA website for details

October 21

Fall Membership Paddle and Officer Elections

December 1

Holiday Party

January 17-21

Manatee Paddle

Contact Lisa Haskell: lshkayaker@gmail.com or (678) 858-2012

Please see the GCA Calendar for details, updates, and to sign up at http://www.gapaddle.com. For any questions or class suggestions, e-mail gapaddletraining@gmail.com.
Thinking of joining a paddling trip?
When deciding to join a GCA trip, whether an “official” trip posted on the website, or a pop-up trip posted on the Facebook page, please keep the following bit of river etiquette in mind:
Always check with the trip coordinator before inviting a guest to come along on the trip with you, especially if your guest is an inexperienced paddler.
This is to insure the skill level of your guest matches the targeted skill level of the group. Many pop-up trips will not have support boaters., and it’s
considered rude to expect the other paddlers in the group to be responsible for an inexperienced paddler. Please don’t put the trip coordinator in the
uncomfortable position of having to turn someone away because their experience level doesn’t match that of the group.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Email Cruisemaster James Wright at jwrightnmaul@hotmail.com. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all
types of trips, from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up
to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information.

Page 8
THE EDDY LINE

VOLUME 53, NO. 3

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" web page with links to those who support GCA financially by
advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when you do, let them know
you saw their Eddy Line ad and appreciate their support. Thanks!

ALL ABOUT THE EDDY LINE
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in pdf format. To subscribe, contact Vincent Payne at 404.629.5376 or
Vincent.payne9354@gmail.com, or mail your request to P.O.
Box 611, Winston, GA 30187.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising
should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: EddyLineEditor@gmail.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and
commercial ads is the 20th of the previous month (e.g. August
20 for the September issue).

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and
promote safety while paddling.
GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over
500 family and corporate memberships comprising
more than 1500 Individuals. Canoeists and
Kayakers of all ages and paddling abilities are
equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests
include whitewater river running, creeking and
playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing
activities. We espouse conservation, environmental
and river access issues as well as boating safety and
skills development. Group paddling, training and
social activities of all kinds are conducted throughout
the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many
members and friends. Membership is NOT limited
to Georgia residents.

The Eddy Line, © 2018, is published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 9354
Grapevine Drive, Winston, GA 30187. Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O. Box 611, Winston, GA
30187.

