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PERMANENT WAIVER STORAGE IS HERE
by Dan MacIntyre
Trip coordinators and class instructors no longer must
maintain a pile of signed waivers in their closet
forever. GCA has now advanced into the twenty first
century. We have permanent electronic storage for our
signed waivers. The legal committee also breathes a sigh
of relief over this development. Signed waivers can now
be found if ever needed.
Every past present and future trip coordinator who has
signed waivers in his or her possession now needs to
scan those waivers into a PDF file and email that file to
gca.waivers@gmail.com. Include in the cover email the
name of the river and date of the trip or instruction.
Once you receive an acknowledgement of receipt, you
are free to dispose of the paper waivers.
The fact that you will now be scanning the waivers
makes it even more important that they not get wet or
otherwise folded, spindled or otherwise mutilated. This
means you do not want to take the waivers on the river
with you unless you have absolutely dry and flat storage
for them.
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DUNCAN BRIDGE TO BELTON BRIDGE, UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER
by Pat Martin
Sunday, April 7, 2013
There were 5 of us who made the 10 mile trip. Pat
Banford, Buddy Goolsby, Jean Brown, Kelly Harbec and
myself. We met at Wildwood at 10:00AM, did a self
shuttle. We were on the river around 11:15.
It was a beautiful day, warm and sunny with hardly a
cloud in the sky. For Buddy, Pat, and Jean it was their
first time on this section of the river. This is a beautiful
section of river, with banks of mountain laurel and tall
stands of hemlock. We passed a huddle of 3 homes on a
couple of acres that were planted in thousands of
blooming daffodils. We all speculated on who and how
they were planted.

Instruction Classes. Wildwood can provide rentals to
people who don't have boats. The first day could be
done from Mossy Creek to Belton Bridge and a second
day could be done on the upper section from Duncan
Bridge to Mossy Creek. The take out provides a good
place to cover safety, wet exits, etc.
The last section of this paddle flows into the head of
Lake Lanier and the last couple of miles are on truly flat
water. This is the section when everyone starts to sound
like kids in the back of the minivan asking "are we there
yet". It is an excellent section to grow long, lean,
paddling muscles. We made it to the take out at about
4:15 with everyone having enjoyed another excellent day
paddling!

I had promised Buddy that it was pretty much class I, flat
water as he hadn't been on any white water over the
winter. I lied. The river was flowing at 1.5 ft/794 cfs, the
highest I have ever paddled that section and we had a
blast! At this flow most of the rapids were class II and I
was paddling my 14ft touring boat without a skirt and
took on a good bit of water going thru one rapid and
almost upset. Thankfully, I managed to paddle to shore
and pumped it out.
We passed the Mossy Creek take out which is very well
marked thanks to Carl from Wildwood hanging the front
section of an old kayak from a tree painted with "Mossy
Creek". A little bit further down we stopped for lunch
and enjoyed some of Jean's famous brownies.
Kelly and I discussed how we thought this section of
river would be excellent for the Recreational Boater
The Eddy Line, © 2013 is published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.
Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.

Page 3
VOLUME 48, NO.3

NOC CANOE CLUB CHALLENGE 2013
by Allen Hedden
Summer is fast approaching and those of us who
participated in the Canoe Club Challenge last year are
starting to feel the excitement of this year’s competition.
The event is posted on the NOC web site, the dates are
set, and the infrastructure is in place for another great
season of inter-club competition. If you were a GCA
member last year, I’m sure you are aware that we won
the overall competition. You also probably remember
that participation or non-participation by a single
member in a single event in the series could make the
difference in winning.
The event will be structured a bit differently this year.
There will still be a kayak donated by a sponsor (yet to
be determined) to be awarded to one of the
participating clubs, but the club that wins the challenge
(has the most points) may not necessarily be the one to
win the kayak. Instead, there will be a drawing for the
grand prize, and the club whose member’s name is
drawn will win the kayak. In other words, a club could
finish dead last in the challenge competition and still win
the kayak!!! However, since raffle tickets will be
awarded by challenge points, the club with the most
challenge points still has the best chance to win the
kayak at the final raffle.
What is the Canoe Club Challenge? It's a multi-part
competition sponsored by the Nantahala Racing Club
with additional major sponsorship by the NOC and the
sponsor who donates the grand prize kayak. It is
designed to promote racing at the entry level in the
Southeast and to generate some friendly competition
among local paddling clubs in the area. It consists of
three Saturdays of competition during the summer, with
points being awarded to paddling clubs based on their
members' participation in the events (not necessarily
placing in the events, but participating).
The dates of the competition this year are June 15, July
20, and August 17. MARK YOU CALENDAR! The first
two Saturday events are slalom competitions held on a
course below Lesser Wesser Falls (a.k.a. Nantahala Falls)
on the Nantahala River in Wesser, NC. In addition to
the slalom race each Saturday, there will also be a sprint

competition the first Saturday. There will be a short
down river race the second Saturday. On the third
Saturday of the competition consists of the final slalom
event and a wild water race from the put-in to the finish
just above the NOC. Again, points are awarded to the
clubs based on the participation of their members.
The wild water event is co-sponsored by GCA in
cooperation with the NRC and the NOC. It is the
Southeastern U. S. Wildwater Championships, which
GCA has sponsored continuously for 45 years. The club
REALLY needs your support in this event. If you can
paddle the Nantahala River, you can race in this event. If
you cannot paddle the Nantahala, we still need your help
as a volunteer to help with registration, starting, timing
and safety, etc., or as a cheering spectator.
The really big thing that's needed is GCA members to
participate as competitors in all these races -- lots of
them -- the more, the better. Folks, this is a real low
key event as far as not being complicated is concerned.
It's a forgiving course. By the new rules this year, each
slalom competitor can compete in only two classes and
make only two runs in each class, so we need as many
GCA folks out there as possible. All you have to do is
complete each run and to make all the gates in order.
Touches count this year, but if you have a clean run, you
get two points and two raffle tickets for that run. Last
year we had lots of people who had never raced before
and they did great, and they enjoyed it! Every run in
every class will help us toward our goal of winning the
Challenge, and will increase our chance of claiming the
grand prize in the raffle at the end.
Details of the process for starting and timing the slalom
races are on the NOC web site at http://www.noc.com/
noccom/festivals-a-events/canoe-club-challenge. We
need as many volunteers as we can get to help with the
races -- volunteers will receive raffle tickets for each
time slot they volunteer for. You can read about all the
other details on the races that are available at the NOC
web site as well. There is entertainment scheduled after
each race. Updates to the race news will be posted
regularly on the GCA YahooGroups email list. We’re
looking forward to another great season of exciting club
competition. See you there!!
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VOLUNTEERS AWARDED FOR CLEANING STREAMS

Spark of Energy - Georgia Power Co. Plant McIntosh
Scout – Sweetwater District Boy Scouts of America
4-H - Bartow Co. 4-H

April 18, 2013
Volunteers and stream cleanup organizers from
across the state met this week in Atlanta to celebrate
the accomplishments of the state’s largest volunteer
cleanup program, Rivers Alive. The Rivers Alive awards
honor the efforts of individuals and groups who are
working to improve Georgia’s waterways, one trash bag
at a time. Volunteers wade into rivers, lakes and coastal
waters each fall as part of the continuing statewide
campaign to clean and preserve more than 70,000 miles
of Georgia waterways.
The Rivers Alive awards ceremony recognized
groups of volunteers, as well as individuals and
businesses for leadership. The ceremony was held on
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Park Tavern in Atlanta.
During the 2012 Cleanup, over 29,000 volunteers
cleaned more than 2,100 miles of waterways and
removed more than 720,000 pounds of trash, including
refrigerators, couches, sinks, bicycles, microwaves, tires
and grocery carts. The Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) coordinates the Rivers Alive
Waterway Cleanup Program.
“Rivers Alive is an exceptional volunteer effort that
connects motivated citizens with government and
private companies to make a measureable impact on
improving the waterways around our state. The
increased awareness that comes from cleaning one’s
local waterway encourages citizens to make
environmentally friendly decision throughout their daily
life,” said EPD Director Jud Turner.
The awards and their winners are as follows:
Organizer of the Year – Off Grid Expeditions
Adopt-A-Stream – Reed Bingham State Park
Georgia Club – Georgia Canoeing Association
Confluence – Ocmulgee Alive!
Government Partner – City of Roswell
Keep Georgia Beautiful - Keep Lowndes/Valdosta
Beautiful
Nonprofit Organization – Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper
Georgia School – Cartersville High School Beta Club

The 2012 Rivers Alive Sponsors Include: Georgia Power
Company, Coca Cola Company, Oglethorpe Power
Corporation, Golder Associates, Perdue Farms, Inc.,
Hunton & Williams, McKenna Long & Aldridge,
Sutherland, NewFields, Enterprise Holdings Foundation,
Jones Day, Alston & Bird, AMEC, GE Energy, Black &
Veatch, Burns & McDonnell, Burr & Forman, Dalton
Utilities, Environmental Planning Specialist, Inc., Georgia
Chamber of Commerce, MEAG Power, Trinity
Consultants, David Brown, Environ International
Corporation, The Ocean Conservancy, and Kroger. The
generous funding provided by these sponsors allowed
Rivers Alive to produce and distribute t-shirts and
banners to the volunteers, as well as cleanup materials
like trash bags and data collection forms to the event
organizers.
EPD CONTACT: Harold Harbert
Outreach Unit
404-675-6240
About Rivers Alive
Rivers Alive targets cleanups across all waterways in the
State of Georgia including rivers, lakes, and coastal waters.
The mission of Rivers Alive is to create awareness of and
involvement in the preservation of Georgia's water resources.
To volunteer or participate in a local cleanup effort or to
obtain more information about the statewide campaign, call
404-675-6240 or go to www.riversalive.org.

GCA members Marie Short and Lamar Phillips second
and third from left
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FLINT RIVER
Flint River Among America’s Most Endangered
Rivers
Washington, D.C.- American Rivers named the Flint
River among America’s Most Endangered Rivers® of 2013
today, shining a national spotlight on the need for
collaborative work to protect and restore river flows to
sustain water supplies for communities and farms,
recreational opportunities, and fish and wildlife habitat.
“The America’s Most Endangered Rivers report is a call to
action to save rivers that are facing a critical tipping
point,” said Ben Emanuel of American Rivers. “We all
need healthy rivers. They provide our drinking water,
support the economies of our communities, and
promote public health and quality of life. We hope
stakeholders along the Flint River will work together to
ensure sufficient river flows for today and the future.”
The Flint River is threatened by declining river flows and
outdated water management that is drying up the river
system. From Metro Atlanta to the farm country of
Southwest Georgia, there are insufficient management
policies to keep healthy flows running in the river. As a
result, river flows have declined, and some major
tributary streams now run dry even in non-drought
years.
The consequences of continually low flows in the Flint
River and its tributaries are dire. The Flint drainage
shelters a great variety of native fish as well as five
federally protected mussel species, all of which will be
negatively impacted by the persistence of diminished
flows. In addition, low flows drastically reduce the
availability of recreational opportunities on the Flint
River, and consequently pose a threat to local tourismdependent economic activity.
American Rivers and its partners are working to reverse
the various causes of low flows throughout the basin and

restore the health of the Flint. They also called on the
state of Georgia to protect the Flint properly during
drought to safeguard the river’s health. Recent legislative
attention to the Flint River Drought Protection Act is a
testament to the seriousness of water quantity issues in
the lower Flint River basin of Southwest Georgia and
throughout the entire basin from Atlanta to the Florida
state line. American Rivers and Flint Riverkeeper have
just completed an assessment of low-flow problems in
the upper portion of the Flint River basin, pointing the
way toward solutions for that part of the river system.
“For nearly 40 years the Flint River system has been
subjected to a state water withdrawal permitting system
that has failed to protect flows in the river,” said Flint
Riverkeeper Gordon Rogers. “The past management of
the Flint does not meet a standard of good stewardship,
but now is the time to turn things around and work
together toward restoration. This river can be healed.”
Rogers is Executive Director and Riverkeeper for Flint
Riverkeeper, an organization of families, farms, and
businesses dedicated to the restoration and protection
of the Flint.
“We encourage citizens to act now to ensure the Flint
River and our communities thrive and leave a lasting
legacy for our children and grandchildren. This is not
someone else’s issue—every person in the Flint River
basin is impacted,” said Pam Young, Executive Director
of the Southern Conservation Trust, a land conservation
nonprofit that serves the Southern Crescent of Metro
Atlanta.
Contacts:
Ben Emanuel, American Rivers (404) 373-3980
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, Inc. (912) 223-6761
Robin Singletary, CoveyRise Plantation, Inc. (229) 3368600
Pam Young, Southern Conservation Trust (770) 4867774
www.americanrivers.org/FlintRiver <http://
www.americanrivers.org/FlintRiver

Keeping In Touch
To contact GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357 .
Group mail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, send and e-mail to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and links to Eddy
Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
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TELLICO LEDGES TRIP REPORT
by Dan Brady
The trip leaders were Jesse Hebden, Mike Winchester &
Nick Liley… and they were AWESOME!!! On Saturday
March 23, 2013, a group of 1st timers set out and ran
the Tellico Ledges. The plan was to work the middle and
then consider the upper for day 2, but given the level the
leaders thought it was best to run the Ledges and they
were right.
The worked us hard through the entire run and ensured
that we were safe. After the first ledge myself and a few
others started to loosen up a bit and realize that we
should be on this river, others probably already knew
that. The day went very well and was somewhat
uneventful, which was a good thing. I think every 1st
timer tried moves they have never done before and we
all certainly pushed harder than we thought we were
going to when we woke up that morning.
All the rapids were a ton of fun and I realized that at this
level I am more confident than I thought I would be on
this type of river. We had a lot of smiles and high
paddles as one by one we all made it through the various
sections.
For me the highlight was Baby Falls! Just something I did
not know that I would do for a while. After seeing the
leaders make the line look simple and then some first
timers rocking out the line my heart rate came back
down under 100. I got off line for a moment but
recovered and dropped off the falls. In my head I was
going to land just like Jesse did, but that did not happen. I
went so deep under the water I must have felt I was
upside down. I am told I surfaced just fine and upright
but then leaned over and went back underwater for
some reason… After a poor roll attempt and the vision
of getting sucked under the curtain I darted out of the
boat. Next time I hope to keep a cooler head (or a dry
head :-) My second highlight was watching a lifelong
friend nail a combat roll in the middle of Jared’s Knee.
Bryan Paquette may not be able to roll in chlorine, but
he is near 100% on the river and that is what matters!!!
The rest of the run was sweet. I walked Jared’s knee cuz
that felt right and I am thankful that I listen to the little
voice in my head, always! It did not feel right so I set
safety for the group and started thinking of how excited

I was for day 2!!!
Day 2 was on the Ocoee. It was my 4th full run and 8th
time being in a creek boat. (normally run a play boat) I
learned more about paddling on day 2 than I could have
hoped for. The river was up, as in over the concrete
platform, which had me a little nervous. Luckily it came
down a bit and I heard it might have been around 1,700
cfs, but I have no idea.
What an AWESOME day it was. The leaders once again
sacrificed some good moves and a few lines to ensure
that we all had a great day. There were 3 leaders and 4
newer Ocoee runners. I managed to prove that I can still
swim in relatively flat water, but got at least 10 solid
combat rolls. I gained some confidence rolling is some
super heavy current when it mattered, and that was
sweet. I also learned a lot about how to effectively use
the strokes I was taught at the right time in the river…
All good stuff!!!
The highlight of day 2 was the look on Mike and Jesse’s
faces after the section below Flipper. Nick had moved
down with one student to Go Forth, which left three of
us with the other two. I was attempting to make a ferry
across to Mike. I got blown down river and ended up
flipping over. My move was so cool that Francheska and
Bryan flipped also. The great news is all three of us
nailed our rolls and glided into an eddy downstream. We
were laughing & smiling but Mike and Jesse were still in
shock and trying to figure out what happened. I think
that one aged Mike just a little bit :-)
In summary, this sport is awesome because of the
people in it. Above and beyond the traditional boater
there are some that extend themselves to help others
grow and that is what makes this sport special! If you are
a GCA member that is on the fringe and does not get
involved much, think about changing that. Whether you
are new to the sport and need some river friends or an
old pro it is a great place to share something you love
with other people you have never met, but are more like
you than most of your non river friends!
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TOCCOA RIVER TRIPS
April 13 & 20, 2013
Coordinated by Jack Taylor
It certainly looked like a great day on the river!

Class II Whitewater in Dillsboro, NC. Perfect for beginners.
Saturday, June 8th
$50 per person includes equipment rental.
Proceeds support Team River Runner, kayaking for
Wounded Warriors, www.teamriverrunner.org
Make checks payable to “Team River Runner” with “Atlanta
Chapter” in Memo line
Kids (and grown kids) of all ages over 8 welcome.
Boat support and brief instruction provided by the
Georgia Canoe Association.
Contact Brittany Dargis at ddargis@comcast.net.

.

Pictures by Allen Hedden
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CARTECAY RIVER BOATER CROSS
by Rick Thompson

The Cartecay River in Ellijay, GA was at a great level
Saturday morning for the World Kayak Boater Cross
event this year. 2.5 ft on the gauge was twice the flow of
last years race.

New this year for the race was the additional location of
the Cartecay River Experience - River
Left. Located on the Left side of the river put in, this
location was perfect for parking and river access. The
covered pavilion with picnic tables, the private changing
rooms, and restrooms provided a pleasant
Experience for the boaters to prepare for the
race. Now with two locations for river lovers of every
type - The Cartecay River Experience Outfitters
is my favorite weekend destination for relaxation and
fun. http://www.cartecayriverexperience.com/ is their
website with all the info.

Before I continue with the race results I have to mention
two very special people. Jana Walker and Tim Woodall.
In the process of event registration a group of
Cartecay River first timers showed up and were
asking questions about the river. Jana and Tim removed
themselves from the race and volunteered to guide the
newbies down the river for their first Experience. This
my friends is an amazing act of kindness that makes our
boating community amazing and these folks are the real
WINNERS!

The second Volunteer in the race was Jackson
Thompson. Jackson inspected the boats for missing drain
plugs and floatation. He was very thorough and
examined all the boats closely.
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It was quite a sight to see! I hopped in my truck and
raced to the finish line.
Thanks to everyone who participated and had a
great time!

Once the registration process was complete and the
starting time announced the racers moved into the
water for the final inspection from our last volunteer –
Black dog.

GO! The racers sped away and the excitement began!
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CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER KEEPER OUTINGS
Get Out with CRK!

2013 PADDLE CLEANUPS
The cleanups below are annual events, but check back
frequently as we will add paddle cleanups throughout the
year.

CRK's Outings Program is not just a diverse way to
enjoy the great outdoors – it's a chance to connect
our community to the Chattahoochee River and
provide different perspectives on its value in the
everyday lives of Georgians. And at times, it's a chance
to give something back to the river by pulling
something out – trash. One part paddle trail, one part
hiking trail, one part camping venue, and one part
threatened water source … the Chattahoochee means
many things to many people. Here are some great
ways you can get out and find out why.
2013 CRK/CRNRA RIVER DISCOVERY TRIPS
Enjoy any or all of these ranger-led paddle trips within
the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area.
These trips are in partnership with the National Park
Service.
June 29, 2013 – Buford Dam to McGinnis Ferry
July 13, 2013 – Jones Bridge to Island Ford
August 17, 2013 – Morgan Falls to Paces Mill
(SUNSET PADDLE)
2013 CAMPING AND PADDLING TRIPS
CRK's camp and paddle trips have become a favorite
within our paddling community. Be sure to mark your
calendar and enjoy two nights of camping and two days
of paddling in some of the most gorgeous sections of
the Chattahoochee.
April 27-28, 2013 – Headwaters Water Trail Camp
and Paddle Trip: Sautee to Mossy Creek
October 12-13, 2013 – McIntosh Reserve Camping
and Paddling Trip: McIntosh Reserve to Franklin, GA

April 13, 2013 – Paddle Cleanup – component of the
Sweep the Hooch Multi-Site Cleanup
June 8, 2013 – Clean the Race Course (in
preparation for the River Race &
Festival)
August 10, 2013 – CRK and Trout Unlimited
Paddle Cleanup
2013 WATERSHED OUTINGS
May 11, 2013 – Enjoy the Spider Lilies at Flat
Shoals Creek
August 3, 2013 – Tour Lake Lanier Onboard
CRK's Catamaran
September 28, 2013 – Hike to the
Chattahoochee Headwaters
October 12, 2013 – Sweetwater Creek State
Park
October 19, 2013 – Water Conservation 101
at Hansgrohe's Aquademie
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by Jana Walker

spoke about the solutions that had already been
submitted via our numerous emails (GREAT job on
those, y'all!).

Gilmer County Commission Meeting Report: Overall,
things went very well. I didn't get a head count but there
were about 15-20 boaters present at the meeting which
was just awesome! I know Jenny and Woody of Cartecay
River Experience were happy to have the support as
they have fought this battle alone in the past. Major
thanks to those who came from Columbus and Macon
after leaving home in the 4 AM hour. That's
commitment, folks!

Joseph Gudger went over all of the information that he
gathered from local businesses regarding their desire to
continue to welcome boaters to the community. Joe
then introduced the Chief of Police who spoke as a
private citizen who stated that he regularly parks at the
take-out, carries his boat up the river bed, and plays at
Whirlpool and Stegall Mill Falls for his mental health. He
said that if the parking area was to closed, he would have
to pay a therapist. :)

Dan Brady made the opening comments on our behalf.
He asked if there were homeowners who wanted to
speak first but no one would. The commissioners did
give an overview of homeowner concerns based on
complaints they had received. Those included people
trespassing on private property, driving too fast on
Mulkey Road, urinating and changing clothes in public,
littering (including glass bottles broken in and around the
river), and consuming excessive amounts of alcohol on
the river. Dan spoke about our understanding of the
homeowners' concerns and our strong desire to work
out solutions. The commissioners were attentive and

Laura Dillon spoke primarily on behalf of Team River
Runner and the commissioners seemed particularly
interested in the grant funds available through DNR to
make the put-in and take-out accessible for people with
disabilities.

CARTECAY ACCESS AT STEGALL MILL

This was the perfect segue into comments made by John
Hiscox, a 40+ year boating veteran and Ellijay property
owner who spoke eloquently about his wife who has
multiple sclerosis and is no longer able to paddle. He
drives her down to the Mulkey Road parking area "just
(Continued on page 14)
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TRIP SCHEDULE
May 18, 2013

Saturday, May 18, 2013 11:00am - 05:00pm Nantahala by Jay Davis

May 19, 2013

Sunday, May 19, 2013 10:00am - 05:00pm Nantahala by Jay Davis

May 25, 2013

Saturday, May 25, 2013 10:30am - 05:00pm Hiwassee by Jay Davis
Saturday, May 25, 2013 10:00 am - 5:00pm
Annual Chattooga River Cleanup by Roger Nott

May 26, 2013

Sunday, May 26, 2013 10:30am - 05:00pm Hiwassee by Jay Davis

June 06, 2013

Thursday, June 06, 2013 05:45pm Pre-Meeting BBQ by President

June 08, 2013

Saturday, June 08, 2013 Duckie Day Team River Runner by Debbie Dargis
Saturday, June 08, 2013 Playboat / Free-Style Kayaking Clinic - $75 by Jill Hebden
Saturday, June 08, 2013 - Sunday, June 09, 2013 GCA Recreational Boating Class
by Stephen Walker
Saturday, June 08, 2013 - Sunday, June 09, 2013 Swift Water Rescue by Francheska Marie
Barreto

Check the calendar on the GCA website at http://www.gapaddle.com for additional trips, social events, safety classes,

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call Cruise Master Jay Davis at 404-713-7586
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call Cruise Master Jay Davis at 404.713.7586. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from
flat-water to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a
trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information
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June 15, 2013

Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Beginner WW Canoe Class

Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Beginner WW Kayak Class

Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 GCA Recreational Boating Class
by Stephen Walker
Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Intermediate WW Canoe Class
Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Intermediate WW Kayak Class
Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Trained Beginner WW Canoe Class
Saturday, June 15, 2013 - Sunday, June 16, 2013 Trained Beginner WW Kayak Class
June 22, 2013

Saturday, June 22, 2013 - Sunday, June 23, 2013 GCA Recreational Boating Class
by Stephen Walker

June 29, 2013

Saturday, June 29, 2013 - Sunday, June 30, 2013 GCA Recreational Boating Class
by Stephen Walker

July 04, 2013

Thursday, July 04, 2013 05:45pm Pre-Meeting BBQ by President

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The
Eddy Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If email to you bounces back, you will be deleted
from the recipient list until we get an updated email address.
When GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to
an email to you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your
email changes, please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with
your new address.
Thank you.
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ETOWAH RIVER TRAIL
by Haynes Johnson
haynesandgina@windstream.net
GCA is helping put together information on Etowah River
trips for support of the proposed Etowah River Water
Trail. Currently the trail is proposed from as far up the
headwaters (Lumpkin County) as you can float a boat to
Rome. Cherokee and Dawson County Commissions have
endorsed the trail and it is hoped that other counties along
the route will also endorse it.
If you keep records or just remember your past or planned
trips on any section of the Etowah, please send me an email giving the number of trips. The section and date
would be nice but just the number of trips by year would
be great.
I remember my first trip on the Etowah in 1986. We did
the Hwy 9 to Castleberry Bridge section. I was told that it
was all smooth water so I launched my virtually
unblemished fiberglass Jensen 18’ down river solo with
another couple in a 16’Grumman. The aluminum boat
would stick on the rocks and my fiberglass boat would go
sliding past with horrible slicing sounds coming from
underneath the boat. None of us had a clue about paddling
white water and luckily heard Etowah Falls before we went
over. At the end of the day, my boat was still floating but
was no longer unblemished.
You may wonder what contributing this information will do
for the GCA. Hopefully it will help convince NGOs,
Counties and Cities along the river to dedicate resources
toward access points and camping areas. GCA can partner
with these groups to develop a great water trail and help
educate the public about what a truly great resource our
rivers can be.

CARTECAY ACCESS AT STEGALL MILL
(Continued from page 11)

so she can look at the river." He even reported having
taken her out into the shallow area in her wheelchair
"just so she could feel the water running over her toes."
Closing the parking area would eliminate their ability to
enjoy these moments. There weren't many dry eyes in
the room at this point. Dan wrapped up our
presentation.
A couple of property owners did speak. One woman
focused on the statement that "it's only ELEVEN parking
spots." Another focused on people speeding down
Mulkey Road and creating a hazard. There had been
some side conversations during a break in the meeting
where some of the homeowners said they had called
police to report trespassing (tubers dragging their tubes
across the homeowner's yard and through their flower
beds). The police came an hour later and nothing was
done. I heard that repeatedly: "They don't do anything
about it."
There were a couple of things about which everyone
seemed to agree: there needs to be increased
enforcement of existing laws and the speed limit needs
to be reduced on Mulkey Road (and enforced). In the
end, the commissioners asked for volunteers to form a
committee with equal representation from outfitters, the
boating community, and the homeowners. I know Dan
took down several names and there was one
homeowner who seemed more receptive to working
out solutions who agreed to participate.
After the meeting, several of us ran the river and it was
great! The weather was perfect and the rain held off.
We enjoyed a great dinner at El Rey before heading
home. Many thanks to everyone who has had a hand in
this process. Dan, Joe, Laura, and John did a great job
gathering information and speaking on our behalf. Please
know that we were very well represented in a highly
positive light today and I do believe good things will
come from this.

Please help with this effort.
SYOTR
Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views
and policies of the club. Material not individually designated as copyrighted may be disseminated only by paddling organizations
having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA: proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements does not
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised.
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Non-business ads are free to dues-paid GCA members. Business and non-member ads are $5 for up to 50 words, $10 for
larger. Ads must be received by the fifth of the month to
be published in the following month's issue. Mail ads to
The Eddy Line, 458 Windsor Drive Marietta, GA 30064 or email
to the_eddyline@yahoo.com. Please, no phone-in or handwritten ads. Ads run for two issues unless otherwise requested.

All About The Eddy Line
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print
or pdf format. To subscribe, contact Ed Schultz at
404.266.3734 or heloeddy@mindspring.com, or mail your
request to P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising
should be
sent
to
The Eddy Line,
at:
the_eddyline@yahoo.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and
commercial ads is the 15th of the previous month (e.g. August
15 for the September/October issue).

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters"
web page with links to those who support GCA
financially by advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those
who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when
you do, let them know you saw their Eddy Line ad and
appreciate their support. Thanks!

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while
paddling.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION, INC.
Post Office Box 7023
Atlanta, Georgia 30357

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 800 family and corporate
memberships comprising more than 2000 Individuals. Canoeists and Kayakers of all
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests include
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities. We espouse conservation,
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills
development. Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and
friends. Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents.

