
The article titled “Where Were We?” discusses last 

year’s NOC Challenge and the less than stellar showing 

by GCA. The Trip Schedule on pages 13 and 14 list dates 

for this years NOC Challenge. I know I plan to 

participate in all three events 

this year and look forward to 

having fun on the slalom 

course and participating in 

the down river race.  

 

The Trip Schedule lists dates 

for training opportunities in 

June, July, and August and 

beginner Nantahala River 

trips in May. Also, an article 

about a series of recreational 

kayak classes provides 

information on that training 

opportunity. 

 

Finally the Spring 

Extravaganza is just around 

the corner. See Lisa Haskell’s 

article on page 5 for all the 

details. 

 

I hope you enjoy the articles 

included in the May/June Eddy 

Line and I hope to see you on 

a river soon. 
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SPRING RAIN  

by Mark Holmberg 

Eddy Line Editor 

 

As I am writing this, rain is once again predicted for 

Georgia and surrounding states, and stream flows will 

again get a bump. We have had the pleasant dilemma of 

choosing when and where to paddle this spring. As 

spring moves toward summer, the short-term forecast 

looks like more rain and more trips to natural flowing 

creeks and rivers. 

 

Spring and summer are also the time for river cleanups. 

An article on page 10 provides a reminder that the 

annual GCA Cleanup on the Chattooga River will 

happen on June 25. 

 

High spring flows are not without danger. Many of us 

recently watched a video of a California kayaker on 

Lavezzola Creek with a head camera become trapped 

under a submerged strainer in strong current and the 

rescue that followed. The article “What If ?” on page 11 

recounts an accident that fortunately had a favorable 

outcome and reminds us that we must be prepared to 

respond to accidents every time we paddle.  

 

On a lighter note, there are several trip reports in this 

issue including recent excursions on Hatchet Creek, 

Fightingtown Creek, and Lower Amicalola Creek. There 

is also a humorous fictional trip report by none other 

than John Holley.  



by Karen Saunders 

 

A group paddled Hatchet Creek near Sylacauga 

Alabama on April 2, 2011. The Flow level approx 475-

500 cfs and paddlers included Vincent Payne, Jennifer 
Payne, Tracy Cruce, Doc Stevens, and myself. We 

headed over to Alabama  to run 13-28 miles on 

Hatchet Creek, a little class 1-2 run in central 
Alabama. Tracy and I had run 6 miles on it two weeks 

prior with Joan Steed and her friend Red. Doc and 

Tracy, in their Tsunamis, planned to run 28 miles and 

forged ahead to be able to make it by dark and 
Vincent, Jennifer and I planned to take out at the 13 

mile mark and play where we could.  
 

The river has a shoal or small rapid around most 

corners with only a few stretches of flat water. The 

current moves at about 2-3 mph at 475 cfs. Most of 

the rapids are straight forward and the shoals are pick 

your way through.  
 

The level was just a touch low. 600 cfs would have 

been great. There is only one 2' drop in first six miles. 

After that there were a couple more 1-2' drops with 

lots and lots of shoals, some continuous for almost 1/4 

mile. We didn't get bored and had to stay watchful 

moving through the shallow areas.  

 

We saw deer crossing the creek, wild turkeys along 

the shore and flying over the creek, several fish, 
turtles, hawks, blue herons, and ducks. The 
dogwoods, honeysuckle, and other assorted plants and 

shrubs were in bloom. The banks are mostly wooded 

but at times large rocky bluffs would rise up from the 

river. It does have cabins along the shore, but most 
were probably hunting cabins and were empty. We 

didn't see anyone else on the river.  
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HATCHET CREEK—TRIP REPORT Water quality was nice and the bottom was either sandy 

or lined with rocks. We were able to surf a little and 

Jennifer managed a great side surf on a small wave! Woo 

Hoo! I managed to take a swim in some little narrow 

chute when I rolled up a rock, but we were back on the 

water fairly quickly with only a bruised arm to show for 

it.  

 

We were pleasantly surprised with the beauty of the 

river and all the rapids. The put in is easy at Hwy 280 

and take out at Hwy 231 was not too bad, up a short 

steep 50' trail. Doc and Tracy went on down another 

15 miles and she said that there are numerous 2-4' 

drops and lots of shoals on that section too. Several 

other creeks feed into Hatchet which starts out about 

50' across and opening up to several hundred feet in 
places. If you are looking for something different to run 

and don't mind the drive, check out Hatchet when the 

levels are 500 cfs and higher. There are several other 
creeks in the area that are class 1-3 and it would make a 

great weekend trip right after some rain. For more info 

on Hatchet creek and other creeks and rivers in 

Alabama, check out: www.alabamawhitewater.com 
They have a very informative website with flow levels, 

trip reports, access points and river guide sections.  
 

Happy paddling!  
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by John Holley 

 

     “…An open boater’s life is at best but a mixture of a 

little good with much evil, and a little pleasure with 

much pain. The beautiful is linked with the revolting, the 

sublime with the commonplace, and the solemn with the 

ludicrous.”--- Richard Henry Dana Jr. 

 

 All the entertaining elements of a boating excursion are 

contained herein, specifically hazardous weather, treach-

erous water, and neophyte kayakers. Toss in a few un-

known variables, shake with chaos theory and serve with 

a twist of self organizing systems to obtain a concoction 

referred to as “I knew better” or “have you seen my 

boat.” Many years employed in honing the haphazard and 

polishing ignorance to blinding brilliance lend to the nar-

rator a certain authority-- a precise awareness of and an 

overwhelming attraction to the subnormal authenticate 

mastery of the subject. 

 

     Dramatis personae:         Boat: 

     John Hanning Speke         Burton Prevaricator 

     William Bligh                   Maroon Outrage 

     Mark Holmberg               A Kayak 

     Raoul Duke                     Thompson Whiskey Smack 

     Mollie Hatchett               #10 Washtub 

     Dr. Otis Campbell           Fife Exploding Goat 

 

When conditions on routine runs become unpleasant, 

dedicated boaters begin a search for the truly horren-

dous. If this dedication has festered undetected, and tor-

nado warnings trigger a noticeable manifestation of it, 

why quibble over experience? It is well documented that 

boaters tell lies and one of the things they lie about is a 

history of actual boating. So it was when Cahulawassee 

spiked. Speke allowed how he had discovered the source 

of the Nile, but neglected to say that he hadn’t gotten 

close enough to look at it. Bligh inaccurately stated that 

he had paddled an open boat “a long way.” Holmberg, 

Duke and Hatchett all lied convulsively. Dr. Campbell 

made no assertions of skill or experience, but stated that 

he was qualified to handle an exploding goat. This regatta 

of rectitude demanded to run the Greasy Fork, reason-

ing that it was in a deep hole in the ground and not sus-

ceptible to goings on up in the air. 

 

 An atypical shuttle was achieved. Geographic deficiency 

delayed locating the river. Roadside drainage features 

provided scenic rest stops. A violent hail storm provided 

comic relief. Vicious wind dropped trees and boulders 

onto the road. We arrived at the Watercloset Deadend 

near dark. Campbell took one look at the put in trail and 

said, “I’m overdue at the jail.” The others mumbled 

something about Chattahoochee and roared out of sight, 

slinging mud to the heavens. At this time, mechanical 

failure completed the index of privation and wretched-

ness: I was cast away, abandoned at the put in once again 

with a battery as dead as a boot. Fortunately this inhibi-

tion of travel lasted only several days. I was able to make 

Upper Chattahoochee on the 27th where I found the 

perspicacious paddlers importuning Karl at Wildwood 

for food and gear.  

 

 Happy day, on the river! With minor cunctation, the 

brave and cheerful crew put on Upper Chattahoochee in 

a torrential squall. The remainder of the campaign 

passed uneventfully. Heartrending tears of terror 

erupted from Holmberg intermittently. Hatchett was 

heard to complain that her tub tended to navigate in 

great circles. Bligh demanded bread fruit for lunch. Speke 

loudly declaimed that he had discovered a water route 

across the entirety of Habersham County. Duke’s boast-

ful bravado washed away with each swim. Dr. Campbell 

performed an amazing array of stunts, tricks, and exhibi-

tions for the enjoyment of all. When asked how he had 

made these prodigious accomplishments, all in his boat, 

he said, “I couldn’t get out. I lost my pants at Buck 

Shoals.” 

 

     Spring storms produce ennui? Bored with the same 

old river? Take a newbie boating. It will be observed that 

a lack of boating skill certainly does not equate with a 

lack of imagination. It is true: the main qualifications for 

open boating are (1) strong swimming skills and (2) the 

ability to make up a lie on the spot.  

TRIP REPORT: GREASY FORK OF THE WATERCLOSET 



 by Roger Nott 
 

We had a great trip with temperatures rising to about 

70 degrees and an ample water level, .78 on the old 

staff gauge and 1.11 on the new, USGS internet 

gauge.  The water was clear and the day 

cloudless.  We had 9 paddlers, and all handled the 

river's challenges well.  They were Jesse and Jill 

Hebden and Robert Osborn and his son Matt in kayaks 

and Jim Albert, Chris Bell, Dickie Tillman, Chuck 

Wilburn, and I in open Canadian canoes. 

 

A large tree trunk still spans the main chute at the 

second ledge of Edge of the World.  There was just 

enough room to limbo under it, but we all chose to 

play it safe and all boofed the shear ledge to the right 

of the main chute.  After running the boof some of 

us made the large left side eddy and some, who landed 

angled right, had to run the whole rapid without 

eddying. 

 

We played a good deal and lunched on the rocks 

just below Lap Rapid (aka Split Rock). 

 

The Lower Amicalola is an outstanding run.  Of 

course, the second half is class I and flat, and it is a 

great shame that the DNR will not ungate its many 

roads to the river 4 to 8 miles below Hwy. 53.  A take

-out there would allow whitewater enthusiasts to put 

in at Devil's Elbow for a longer whitewater run,  to 

play more, or just to enjoy a quicker trip.  Access 

there would also open up a wonderful, natural 

beginner, family, and camping run on the lower river, 

which is in public ownership and runnable most of the 

year. 

      

A DNR ranger we met at the put-in explained that 

they kept these roads gated because they did not have 

the manpower to police them and to keep them in 

good shape when they opened them for hunting each 

fall, typically when the river for four miles below Hwy. 

53 is too low to paddle.  I noted that James 

Harrington, who sold the state most of its land along the 

river at well below market value, had been an avid 

paddler.  He had held the land for many years till the 

state could afford to buy and preserve it, despite offers 

from developers to pay twice what he charged the state 

(five million dollars).  The ranger advised us that the 

DNR opened the roads to hunters in the fall because 

their hunting permits pay to manage the land. 

      

Nevertheless, we enjoyed paddling this lovely "Lowest" 

Amicalola and the Etowah and used our time there to 

become better acquainted and get a good workout 

paddling into the brisk headwind. 

     

Thanks to some generous friends of Doc Stephens who 

had a week earlier shoveled most of the mud off the 

boat ramp at Kelly Bridge, the take-out there was easy 

and pleasant.  We took out about 4:40 p.m., just after 

another GCA group, who had paddled the Etowah from 

Hwy. 9 south of Dawsonville, had left. 
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SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA 
by Lisa Haskell  
 
The Spring Extravaganza is a weekend camping and 
paddling event that is one of the few chances each year 
to bring the whole club together to canoe, kayak, eat 
and socialize.  
 
This year the Spring Extravaganza will be held at Smoky 
Mountain Meadows campground in Bryson City - this is 
the same venue as last year. It will take place the 
weekend of May 20-22, 2011. The campground host/
owner is expecting us again this year - in fact, they seem 
quite happy to have us back. 
 
Each person is responsible for contacting the 
campground and making their own reservation. The 
campsite fees this year are $20.00/night per campsite for 
up to two people then $10.00 per person/per night for 
additional people on the same campsite. Many of the 
campsites have water and electricity but not all. There 
are spaces for tents and trailers so if you need hookups 
please check to be sure they are available on the 
campsite you reserve. The bath houses at Smoky 
Mountain Meadows are very nice and well maintained. 
There is not a per car fee or a limit on the number of 
cars per campsite.  
 
The campground phone number is (828) 488-3672 and 
should be operational after approximately April 20th. If 
you would like to call and make your reservation earlier 
than April 20th you may call Freda at (828) 488-3674. 
Let them know that you are with GCA so they keep the 
group together. 
 
They also have a few cabins available to rent.  
 
Smokey Mountain Meadows 
755 East Alarka Rd. 
Bryson City, NC 28713 
GPS Coordinates, 35 22.571N, 83 27.410W  
 
This campground is conveniently located near several 
rivers and at least one lake. The Tuck and the Nanty are 
both close as is Lake Fontana. The rivers should have 
scheduled releases in May. We will attempt to offer 
several trips on each day of the event but the specific 
rivers and trips offered will depend on water availability 
(releases schedules and rainfall) and trip coordinator 
availability. We hope to have at least a trained beginner 
and intermediate river trip each day of the weekend. We 
also hope to offer some advanced trips as well as a 
couple of flat water paddles over the weekend. As we 

get closer to the event I'll publish more information and 
try to post a schedule of proposed trips. During the 
event we will be using the pavilion as a gathering place. 
We will meet there in the mornings to sign up for trips 
(don't forget the waiver forms) and I will have a dry 
erase board there with a list of upcoming trips and 
pertinent information.  
 
Most of us will be staying at the campground Friday 
and Saturday nights but you are welcome to join us for 
just part of the weekend if you wish, or, some people 
come early and stay late if they have extra time off. The 
timing is up to you. Since we will have the largest 
number of people together on the weekend we will have 
a group dinner at the pavilion on Saturday night. The 
pavilion is covered and has lights and picnic tables so we 
will have a good location to gather even if it rains. Please 
plan on bringing a meat or main dish to put on the grill 
(just enough for you) and a side dish or dessert to share. 
Paper plates, napkins and plastic silverware will be 
provided and grills will be available to cook on. Please 
bring your own drinks. After dinner, if the weather 
permits (not raining) we will have a group campfire in 
the meadow near the pavilion so bring a chair to sit in 
and a few pieces of firewood if you have any. Last year 
we had a rope throwing contest before dinner - we 
hope to repeat the event this year with even more 
participants. Last year prizes were given to the top 
participants - I'm just saying . . . . . . !  
 
Once you have made your reservation at Smokey 
Mountain Meadows, please send me an e-mail to let me 
know you plan on joining us. Please include the number 
of people who will be in your party. This really helps me 
when planning for the dinner and trips! If you have any 
questions you may call me at (678) 858-2012 or e-mail 
me at bkhaskell@comcast.net . 
 
Hope to see you in May!  
 
 



by Allen Hedden 

 

Somehow GCA managed to lose itself last summer in the 

preparation for and participation in the NOC Canoe Club 

Challenge.  On the weekend of the final competition we 

were nowhere to be found, and the event was right in 

our own back yard.  Where were we?  How did we let 

this happen?  What can we do about it? 

 

The NOC Canoe Club Challenge event was well 

publicized by the NOC last year and several clubs in the 

Southeast picked up on the challenge and mounted a stiff 

competition.  The GCA was not among them.  Where 

were we? 

 

Here are last year's point results as posted on the NOC 

web site: 

 

Club Name            Jun   Jul   Aug    DR Total  

Atlanta Whitewater Club            11      28   166     136 341  

Team Popp (TVCC)               0     31   130      72   233  

Carolina Canoe Club               9     26   138       40  213  

App. Paddling (APES)                 2       5     72       40  119  

East Tenn. Whitewater               2     14     26         4    46  

Team Australia                0     27      0          0    27  

Georgia Canoeing Assoc (GCA)   0      0       0        20    20  

Mach 1      0     17      0      0     17  

Red River Racing                0     15      0      0     15 

Nantahala Racing (NRC)                2      0       0      4      6 

 

Where were we?  We were sixth place out of nine team 

entries.  There was a major disconnect among the club 

leadership last year.  We failed to foresee a great 

opportunity to portray the club in a positive light, to 

stimulate growth of the club, and to HAVE A GREAT 

TIME.  We failed to set up the required infrastructure to 

put in motion the things that would allow us to make at 

least a decent showing at the Challenge.  There was also a 

major disconnect among the membership.  No one in the 

club stepped up and took the lead in organizing a GCA 

team for the event.  I, being part of both of these groups 

and being a racer-head as well, was among those chiefly 
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WHERE WERE WE? responsible for this disconnect.  I would like to do my 

part to see that the disconnect is not repeated this year. 

What is the NOC Canoe Club Challenge?  It's a multi-

part competition sponsored by the Nantahala Racing 

Club with additional major sponsorship by the NOC.  It 

is designed to promote racing at the entry level in the 

Southeast and to generate some friendly competition 

among local paddling clubs in the area.  It consists of 

three Saturdays of competition during the summer, with 

points being awarded to paddling clubs based on their 

members' participation in the events (not necessarily 

placing in the events, but participating).   

 

The first two Saturday events are slalom competitions 

held on a course below Lesser Wesser Falls (a.k.a. 

Nantahala Falls) on the Nantahala River in Wesser, NC.  

On the third Saturday of the competition is a wild water 

race from the put-in to the finish just above the NOC, 

and the final day of the slalom competition.  Again, 

points are awarded to the clubs based on the 

participation of their members, with a much heavier 

point weight on this final weekend. 

 

The wild water event is co-sponsored by GCA in 

cooperation with the NRC and the NOC.  It is the 

Southeastern U. S. Wildwater Championships, which 

GCA has sponsored continuously for 43 years, and for 

which participation had declined in recent years, until 

last year.  Organizers were caught off guard when the 

partnership with the Canoe Club Challenge suddenly 

boosted participation in the wild water race from less 

than 20 racers in 2009 to about quadruple that number 

in 2010.  They were still able to pull off the race through 

the super-human efforts of the small group of volunteers 

involved. 

 

To put it mildly, it was a disappointing showing for the 

race sponsors, including GCA, in planning and organizing 

the race, and a disappointing showing for GCA in the 

race results.  So at our last meeting, the GCA Executive 

Committee decided to make a commitment not to let 

this happen again.   

 

What can we do? 
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Keeping In Touch 
To contact GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357 . 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, go to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and links to Eddy 

Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

We want to plan and prepare for a participation level of 

as many as 200 boaters in the wild water race.  GCA 

Southeasterns Race Master John Pinyerd is taking the 

lead role in this, and is working with the NRC and NOC 

to plan and coordinate the events.  He will need a few 

more GCA members this year to help with registration, 

starting, timing and safety, etc., in order to provide for 

the larger participation that this year will most likely 

bring. 

 

Another thing that is needed if we want to make a 

decent showing in the Challenge competition is a small 

team of people to help with GCA's participation in the 

slalom part of the event ALL 3 SATURDAYS.  The way 

the slalom is set up, each club is responsible for 

providing a team of volunteers to count runs and to time 

and judge their team members' runs in the slalom races.  

Without this team, a club is not allowed to participate.   

And of course the next thing that's needed is GCA 

members to participate as competitors -- lots of them -- 

the more, the better.  Folks, this is a real low key event 

as far as not being complicated is concerned.  It's a 

forgiving course, and all competitors need do is 

complete as many runs as they can in each race, and to 

make all the gates in order – touches don't count.     

If you can be available to help out on any or all of the 

dates, either with the GCA team helping with the slalom 

races or on the last weekend helping with the 

Southeastern U. S. Wildwater Championships, contact 

either John Pinyerd, 770-977-7603, jpinyerd@cs.com, or 

Roger Nott, 770-536-6923, ocapaddler@charter.net.  

The Saturday dates for the competition are June 18 (first 

slalom), July 16 (second slalom) and the big finale on 

August 13, 2011 (wild water race and third slalom).  For 

more information on the event, go to http://

www.noc.com/noccom/festivals-a-events/canoe-club-

challenge/ 

 

Most importantly, if you can be available to enter the 

competition on behalf of your club, the GCA, please do 

so.  You can enter any type of boat.  There is no cost 

involved to enter, and advanced registration is not 

required.  How easy can it be?  Just show up, fill out the 

forms and race!  The slaloms are held in the afternoon 

so you have time for a run on the river and can still 

practice and take part in the races.  The people who 

entered last year had a ball, and some of them have even 

started racing in other events as a result of the 

experience. 

 

Another great way to support the GCA at the races is 

spectating and cheering for the participants.  For the 

slalom races, you can see the entire course from almost 

anywhere on the banks or the bridges.  It's quite exciting 

to watch.  And for the wild water races, the most 

exciting place to watch the racers come by is at the Falls.  

You not only get to see the racers trying to pick a 

smooth line through the most challenging water on the 

river, you can watch them from there to the finish line 

just downstream.  Cheer your favorite participants on to 

victory at the finish line! 

 

We will be updating you on the events and plans via the 

next newsletter, the GCA email list and the web site.  

Thanks in advance for any help you can lend, and for 

participating on behalf of your club.  Please, let's not be 

asking ourselves again next year, "Where were we?" 
 



by Gina Johnson 

 

This year the GCA is adding Recreational Kayak classes 
to our training schedule. We are seeing a large group of 
paddlers that bought recreational kayaks from Dick's, 
Bass Pro Shop, Sports Authority, or other stores only to 
find out that they can not find classes available for this 
type of kayak. Recreational Kayak Class will start out with 
a beginner recreational kayak class on flat water in May. 
Then step up to moving water and finally graduate to 
class 2 whitewater. The classes do not have to all be 
taken in order, but each river was selected to raise the 
difficulty of each class.  We welcome kids as students but 
they need to have a parent or responsible adult along 
with them!!!  After the classes we will have extremely 
competent flat water cruisers or budding whitewater 
addicts. Either direction they choose will be good for the 

students, paddling, and GCA. 

Dates:  May 14 - Lake Lanier June 4- Etowah River June 
18- Broad River   July 30- Hiwassee River (At least one 
class listed above is a prerequisite)   For people who 
want to start kayaking the right way with an emphasis on 
safety. No kayak experience is required, but would be 
helpful.  Before hitting the water, we will go over the 
gear, safety, river signals, and everything that you need to 
know. We will work on strokes, river dynamics, river 
reading, and boat control. These are each separate one-
day classes. While all of the classes do not have to be 

taken, each river is a step up in difficulty.   Class schedule/locations (subject to change):  
¥ Lake Laner- Meeting location TBA 
¥ Etowah River- Meeting at Highway 9, From Atlanta...... 
¥ Meeting time: 10:00 AM   
¥ Location: 
¥ This will be an all day river trip.  Schedule will 

vary based on participant needs and 
safety, but we will aim to be off the river 
by about 4:00 PM. 

¥ Lunch is NOT provided. Please plan to pack a 
lunch in a waterproof container to bring 
with you on the river.  If you don't have a 
dry bag for your lunch, usually double 
bagging your lunch inside of two separate 
Ziploc style bags usually works. Prepared 

foods in sealed wrapping is a safe choice.  
Gear/Equipment:  PARTICIPANTS MUST PROVIDE ALL 
OF THEIR OWN EQUIPMENT. No gear is included in 
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RECREATIONAL KAYAK CLASSES the clinic fee. Participants must have at a minimum the 

following: 

¥ Recreational kayak - 10-13' in length (14' and longer 
boats would struggle with manuvering)  

¥ Helmet 
¥ Personal flotation device (lifejacket)  
¥ Sprayskirt 
¥ Paddle 
¥ Appropriate footwear (paddling booties, water shoes, 

etc.) is required.  Thin, lower-profile shoes are 
suggested.  Flip flops are not recommended 
because they will fall off during a swim.  Sandals 
such as Tevas, Chacos do not fit well in 
whitewater kayaks and have the potential to get 
hung inside the kayak during a flip. 

¥ Also suggested is synthetic clothing such as the 
following, depending upon how cold-natured you 
are: 

◦  Neoprene wetsuit (farmer John/Jane style with 
no sleeves) 

◦  Paddling splashjacket or drytop 
◦  Polyester fleece top 
◦  Bathing suit (for the ladies a two-piece design 

tends to be easier when answering the 
call of nature in the woods...) 

◦  Polypro underwear/long johns 

◦  NO COTTON GARMENTS 

We also recommend the following: 

¥ Plenty of bottled water 
¥ Lunch you can pack in your boat 
¥ Sunblock 

¥ Waterproof camera if desired 

If you do not have your own gear, the following places 
can rent gear to you.  Please call them to inquire about 
arranging a gear rental as rentals are NOT included or 

arranged through the clinic. 

¥ Broad River Outpost (Danielsville, GA) - (706) 795-
3242 

¥ Whitewater Learning Center of Georgia (Atlanta, 
GA—Lenox area) - (404) 231-0042 

¥ Go With the Flow (Roswell, GA) - (770) 992-3200 
¥ The Outside World (Dawsonville, GA) - 

866.375.BOAT(2628) 

Cost/Registration: $35 for GCA members $70 for non-
GCA members (includes GCA membership)  Course 
registration form  Checks should be made payable to 
GCA. Registration forms and checks should be mailed 
to the address on the form.  Swimming Ability:  You 
must be able to swim and not panic if you flip your 
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kayak.  Physical Condition:  Whitewater paddling is a 
physically and mentally challenging activity that requires 
fitness, flexibility, and a positive attitude in stressful 
situations. Kayaking is a high-risk activity for individuals 
with a history of shoulder dislocations. Applicants should 
discuss potential physical limitations with the 
Coordinator before signing up.   
 
Instructors:  Lead Instructor: Gina Johnson Additional 
Instructor: Brannen Proctor Qualified Aides: TBA   
Contact Information: For more information, or if you 
have questions, please contact the lead instructor for the 
course, Gina Johnson. cell: 404-512-0832  
email:  gjohnson@nortoncommercial.com 

 

by Dan MacIntyre  

 
Nine intrepid explorers met at Maccy-Ds in Blue 
Ridge on Friday morning, April 8, 2011 to explore 
the mighty Fightingtown Creek:  Richard 
Salenfriend; Don Parker; Lamar Phillips; Buddy 
Goolsby; Jay Davis; Jean Brown; Lisa Haskell; Elise 
MacIntyre and yours truly, Dan MacIntyre.  This 
was an exploratory because no one on the trip, 
particularly the undersigned coordinator, had done 
the river for many years. 
 
We took off for the put-in on Madola Road, which 
runs off of Old Hwy 5, which intertwines with 
(new) Hwy 5.  There are several right ways to get 
from Blue Ridge to the put-in, all of which are 
apparent if you get a Google map of the proper 
scale. There was a very parkable shoulder and a 
very passable trail on the northeast (river right and 
road right) corner and a nice sandy beach under 
the bridge from which to launch. 
 
The shuttle to the takeout is short and sweet. You 
keep going straight on Madola Road, turn right on 
Mobile Road and in a few miles, you cross the river 
at the take-out.  (It is also possible to paddle 
another mile of flat water down Fightingtown and 
up the Toccoa to a developed outfitter 
takeout.)  We ran into our greatest excitement as 
we were exploring the takeout.  A size large local 
showed up in a golf cart, providing an unfortunate 
role model for his grandson who was riding with 
him, and began making unfriendly noises like "go 
home" and "we don’t want yourn kind around 
here." We went about 100 yard further to a very 
nice (plant) nursery were we were pleasantly 
greeted and allowed to park.  The proprietor also 
invited us to take out on family property and a dirt 
road on the other side of the river. 
 
We returned to the put-in and an uneventful 
launch.  There is no gauge on Fightingtown of 
which any of us are aware. The best way we figure 
out to approximate the flow was to subtract the 
flow from Lake Blue Ridge (115 cfs) from the 
Ocoee gauge which is downstream from the 
Fightingtown-Toccoa confluence (632 cfs).  

(Continued on page 10) 

F IGHTINGTOWN CREEK TRIP REPORT 



by Roger Nott  

  

GCA's annual Chattooga River Clean-up is scheduled for 

Saturday, June 25, 2011.  We plan to clean GCA’s 

adopted section of the Chattooga, Thrift's Ferry to Bull 

Sluice, leave the trash at Hwy. 76, and have an optional 

recreational paddle to Woodall.  We will meet at the 

Hwy. 76 parking lot at 10:00 a.m.  I'll provide trash bags 

and refreshments.  Any class of boater - kayakers, C-

boaters and rafters - are most welcome, and non-boaters 

can help with at the put-ins and take-outs. 

      

Late June usually provides great weather and water levels 

for a clean-up.  Plan on getting up-close and personal with 

Georgia's greatest riverine treasure.  We will spend 

plenty of time in its clear, cool waters, and bring a face 

mask if you fancy diving for cans. 

      

The GCA has sponsored clean-up trips on popular 

Georgia rivers pretty continuously since 1980.  We 

encourage all active paddlers to join at least one river 

clean-up each year.  We have cleaned our adopted 

section of the Chattooga annually for over 20 

years.  We keep it pretty clean, so each trip's clean-up 

duties are not as onerous as on most other rivers we 

clean. 

      

This clean-up is co-sponsored by American Rivers, as part 

of their National River Clean-up Program.  They provide 

snacks, T-shirts, and bumper stickers and the club 

furnishes liquid refreshment at the take-out. 

      

Come join the fun.  We need you! 

      

If you can't come 6/25/2011 but would like to coordinate 

a clean-up on one of your favorite rivers later this 

summer, contact me, our Cruisemaster Shirley Tharp  

(706-814-0207), and/or "Trash Queen" Bonny Putney 

(404-216-9351).  The Board would like to schedule at 

least 3 other clean-ups this year and needs your help! 
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CHATTOOGA RIVER CLEANUP, JUNE 25, 2011 
The river was full but not in flood.  We had plenty of 
water to have clean routes at all times.  I believe it 
would run clean down to 300 cfs, and might be passable 
down to 200 cfs. 
 
The river is narrow (20-40 ft) and swift.  There is a class 
1+ shortly after the launch, then a period of flat but 
moving water.  The action is fairly continuous after that, 
including a 4+ foot ledge right in the middle.   We 
encountered no bad strainers, but a couple of us got 
tangled up in limbs hanging over the river. There is 
nothing scary, but you have to pay attention and steer 
your boat the entire trip.  There were many mellow 
waves and small holes to surf.  We swapped off the 
probe boat role, and Lisa ran sweep.  A good time was 
had by all. 
 
Someone should lead lead a trip on Fightingtown every 
Spring that we have normal rain. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Safety 

 

by Allen Hedden 

 

A recent trip on the Tellico brought to mind some 

thoughts I believe are worth sharing.  We were a group 

of five boats, all experienced boaters, including a couple 

of kayakers with very good rolls.   One of the kayakers 

flipped at Bounce Off Boulder and attempted 4 rolls, 

missing all 4, before finally bailing.  Turns out he had 

taken a hard lick to the head while upside down, and 

when we had regrouped, he said he was very woozy and 

felt like he might have a concussion and probably should 

not continue paddling.  It being a road-side run, we were 

able to have one of our boaters hitch a ride to retrieve 

one of our cars, and load up his and the injured boater's 

boats.  They went for a sit-down lunch at a local eatery 

while the rest of us continued our trip without further 

incidents.  The victim turned out to be OK after some 

rest time and was able to drive home, but his helmet and 

head were somewhat the worse for wear. 

 

At the take-out we started talking over how the group 

had handled the incident, which led to tossing about 

some other scenarios for a similar situation, some 

"What Ifs".  What if it hadn't been a roadside run?  What 

if the victim had been incapacitated to the point he was 

unable to walk?  What if our group size had been 

smaller?  Dealing with the logistics of a possible injury on 

a roadside run with a group of 5 boaters consumed a 

good deal of time.  Even though we stepped up the pace 

after the incident, we were still later than usual getting 

to the take-out.  Throw in one or two of the "What Ifs" 

and the consequences could have been much different. 

 

If we had been on a remote access run and the injured 

party required assistance walking, or had to be 

transported on a litter, we would have been at the very 

limit of group size to handle the emergency, even with 5 

boaters.  With fewer boaters, we probably would have 

spent at least a good part of one night in the wilderness 

transporting and/or tending to an injured paddler.  If the 

group size had been only 3, our only option may have 

been to send one person for help while the other 

remained with the victim.  

 

A few things these "What If" scenarios reminded us 

about were some of the basic safety things that we 

sometimes sort of let slide in the interest of 

convenience.  

 

Group size.  One's a victim, two's a witness, three's a 

rescue.  Recently I've seen this principle violated more 

and more.  No matter how good a boater you are, and 

how bomb-proof your roll is, s__t happens.  If s__t 

happens while you are boating alone, even on an easy 

roadside run, you could easily be dead meat.  And of 

course for an evacuation or extraction of a victim with a 

serious injury on a remote run, 3 is not nearly a large 

enough group size.  

 

Knowing the run.  It's not enough to know the rapids, 

the lines, the hazards, etc., it's important to be familiar 

with all the access points, trails, distances and terrain 

involved, closest help, local rescue agencies, etc., for a 

remote run.  It's also a great idea to have at least a 

compass along with you, and a flashlight and some fire 

starting materials for the possibility of being out after 

dark or keeping a victim warm.  A little extra food can 

come in handy also. I always try to pack a little more 

lunch than I think I'll eat at the lunch break. 

 

First aid and rescue training.  Keep your certifications 

current.  Techniques and standards change and evolve, as 

does equipment and methods of rescue.  The odds are 

really pretty good that at some time you may have to put 

some of that training to practical use.  Carry the proper 

rescue gear for the run you are on and the group you 

are with, and practice using it from time to time.  With 

safety and rescue training and equipment, as with most 

things, it's better to have it and not need it than to need 

it and not have it. 

 

Hope these "What Ifs" will get you thinking a little.  Have 

fun out there, and be safe.  

 

Footnote:  The manufacturer of the injured boater's helmet is 

sending him a new one after receiving emailed photos of the 

damage.  Good customer service! 

WHAT IF? 
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TRIP SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Call Cruisemaster William Gatling at 770.529.7103. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, 
from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate 
a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call Cruisemaster Shirly Tharp at 706-814-0207! 

Check the calendar on the GCA website at http://www.gapaddle.com for additional trips, social events, safety classes, 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 
For more about "class" ratings of rapids, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitewater. 

May     

05/07 Etowah River ~ Dawson Forest Beginner Lamar Phillips 404-229-2939  

05/07 Nantahala ~ Nanty First Timer/Beginner Trip Trained Beginner Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

05/08 Nantahala ~ Nanty First Timer/Beginner Trip Trained Beginner Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

05/14 
Coosawattee/Carter's Lake Full Moon Pad-

dle  (Camping at Woodring) 
Trained Beginner Vincent Payne 678-343-5292 

05/14 Recreational Kayak Class ~ Lake Lanier Beginner Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

05/15 Cartecay to Stegall Mill   Intermediate Vincent Payne 678-343-5292 

05/20 Spring Extravaganza  Everybody Lisa Haskell bkhaskell@comcast.com 

05/20 Nantahala River Intermediate Paul Smith 770-852-1106 

05/20 Lake Fontana Everybody Ralph Bartow 478-952-0898 

05/21 Nantahala Lake Everybody Margery Diamond  

05/21 
Cheoah (*you must speak with Mike person-

ally to go on this trip*) 
Advanced Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

05/21 Nantahala River Intermediate Mark Holmberg 678-234-5681 

05/28 Hiwassee - Memorial Day Weekend Trained Beginner Brannen Proctor 770-664-7384  

05/29 Hiwassee - Memorial Day Weekend Trained Beginner Jack Taylor 770-998-0350 
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June     
06/04 Chattahoochee River ~ Garrard landing Beginner Lamar Phillips 404-229-2939  

06/04 Recreational Kayak Class (Etowah) Beg. - Int. Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

06/04 - 6/05 Canoe and Kayak Classes Beg. - Int. Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

06/11 Cartecay ~ DNR to Ellijay Beginner William Gatling 770-529-7103 

06/18 Recreational Kayak Class (Broad) Beginner Mike Winchester 404-877-8433  

06/18 NOC Canoe Club Challenge Intermediate   

06/18 Nantahala Intermediate Brannen Proctor 770-664-7384 

06/19 Nantahala ~ Ferebee Intermediate Brannen Proctor 770-664-7384 

06/20 - 6/23 Lower Youghiogeny Class 3-4 Advanced David Vezzetti 706-579-2541 

06/25 GCA Chattooga River Clean Up Intermediate Roger Nott 678-316-4935 

July     

07/02 Hiwassee - Independence Day Weekend Trained Beginner Jack Taylor 770-998-0350 

07/03 Hiwassee - Independence Day Weekend Trained Beginner Brannen Proctor 770-664-7384  

07/16 NOC Canoe Club Challenge Intermediate   

• Whitewater Kayak Instruction 

• Whitewater Gear Rental 

• Tubing Trips on the Metro Hooch 



US OPEN—NANTAHALA RIVER MARCH 26-27 

All About The Eddy Line 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print or pdf format. To subscribe, contact Ed Scultz at 404.266.3734 or 
heloeddy@mindspring.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357. 
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: the_eddyline@yahoo.com. 
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads is the 5th of the previous month (e.g. August 5 for 
the September/October issue). 

Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views 
and policies of the club. Material not individually designated as copyrighted may be disseminated only by  paddling organizations 
having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA: proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements does not 
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised. 
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KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 
 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy 

Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If 

email to you bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipi-

ent list until we get an updated email address. 

When GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an 

email to you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically 

unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your email changes, 

please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with your new address.  

Thank you. 

by John Pinyerd 

 

New Faces for our Sport and a new Personal Record for 

me!!! 

 

The NOC always puts on a great race and this weekend 

was no exception. I have also come to love the Format of 

the US Open (although I think we could improve on 

Patton's Run as a sprint course).  

 

We had several new racers at the event. I am extremely 

impressed with Rick Thompson and Fransheka Barretto 

who both did quite well in their first race. It was great to 

see some new Juniors at the event which also served as 

the East Junior Team Trails.  

 

For results see: http://www.usawildwater.com/

news/2011/2011USOpenResults.pdf 

For Jr Team Selection see: http://www.usawildwater.com/

news/2011/110328-JuniorTeam.html 

Rick Thompson's Pics: http://www.facebook.com/

album.php?aid=184558&id=1065603187&l=25bd2706cd 

 

On a personal level I had mixed results. My left shoulder 

(yep the one I injured, had surgery on, and rehabbed, 

perhaps only to put another tear in? is acting up). So I 



*Eli* *Helbert, *two-time world champion freestyle 
canoeist, aka, the  *canoe* *guru*, qualified to compete 
at the 2011 World Championship  Freestyle Rodeo 
Competition in Plattling, Germany. Eli is available  Friday 
May 13th for a personal paddling workshop for open 
boaters. Eli  proposed a stroke workshop on the FB 
behind Pyranha/Watershed, then  drive downstream and 
paddle from Barnard to Stackhouse, focusing on  surfs, 
rockspins and attainments. Eli will maintain a maximum 
of five  students on instructional days so he can provide 
personal attention.If  interested in personal instruction 
class taught by two-time world  champion *Eli* *Helbert 
contact Eli at: *www.thecanoeguru.com/contact/  or 
elioc1@gmail.com Good luck to Eli representing the 
USA at the  Competition in Plattling, Germany. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" 

web page with links to those who support GCA 

financially by advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those 

who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when 

you do, let them know you saw their Eddy Line ad and 

appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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OPEN BOATER WORKSHOP held back in Sprint race through Patton's run. Candidly I 

hate Patton's as it is primarily shoulder ripping shallow 

gravel bar followed by a shallow rapid with tendon ripping 

consequences. So I held back an turned in a what may be a 

life time slow against the top kayaks (who have a huge 

advantage because they can plane up across the shallows).  

 

Sunday was different. My training took over and I set a 

PERSONAL RECORD of 11:55 in the Classic Race. I have 

never broken 12:00 before and my time in 2006 (a banner 

year for me) was 12:20. In spite of my concerns on my 

shoulder, I had made up my mind to try and lay it out there 

in deeper water where I was not worried about hitting 

rock with my paddle tip. The weather cooperated and the 

river went up two-three inches which really helped in the 

shallows too.  

 

Back to reality... I will be getting my shoulder looked at 

tomorrow by Dr Crag Weil. I would hate to give up the 

sport I love... but heck, I could learn to paddle flatwater in 

an Epic V-12 K-1 if I had to. 
 



Post Office Box 7023 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 800 family and corporate 
memberships comprising more than 2000 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 
development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 


