
Turner and Jonathan Wickham. This one-hour 
documentary explores the decades-long fight between 
Georgia, Florida and Alabama over water in 
the Chattahoochee River basin. 
 
Plan to arrive early and visit our hosts and other partners 
– doors at 1pm. And as a special treat, complimentary 
SweetWater beer tastings will be available for our 21 and 
over guests! 
 
View film trailers here http://www.ucriverkeeper.org/film-
preview.php 
 
Purchase tickets now. 
For more information, 
visit: http://
www.chattahoochee.org/wild-
and-scenic-film-festival.php.  
 
2011 National Festival 
Sponsors 
Patagonia, Klean 
Kanteen, Grist.org,  
Clif, Sierra Nevada,  
& Osprey 
 
Local Sponsors 
Turner Broadcasting System, 
Chevron, 92.9 Dave FM, Red 
Sky Productions, Turner 
Foundation, Patagonia 
Atlanta, RBC Bank – Blue 
Water Project, REI 
Atlanta, SweetWater Brewing 
Company, Federal Home Loan 
Bank, Tom Wilson 
Photography, 7 Visuals 
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F ILM FEST IVAL 

Join us for the 4th Annual Wild and Scenic Film 
Festival 
Sunday, March 6, 2011 
2:00 pm to 5:30 p.m. 
The Tara Theater, 235 Cheshire Bridge Rd., NE 

Atlanta, GA 30324 

 
 
The largest environmental film festival in North America is 
coming to Atlanta for the fourth consecutive year. With a 
growing public awareness for the environment, the Wild 
and Scenic Film Festival aims to increase this groundswell 
through inspiring and educational films which hopefully will 
motivate people (like YOU) to go out and make a 
difference in their community and around the world. 
Each year, Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (UCR), 
Georgia River Network (GRN) and Georgia ForestWatch 
(GFW) partner to select the best of these award-winning 
environmental films and bring them to Atlanta in a three-
hour program. Located again at the Tara Theater, the 
program (with a 15 minute intermission) offers a mix of 
films addressing environmental issues such as energy, food 
systems, biodiversity, climate change and the protection 
and restoration of wild lands and waters. The program 
concludes with a special local feature Chattahoochee: 
From Water Wars to Water Vision, a film by Rhett 



by Mary Mills 

 

The Locust Fork Invitational was originally scheduled 

as a two day event. However, due to the pouring rain 

Friday February 4, 2011, the river was very high on 

Saturday February 5, 2011, at 5 feet. Most of the 

slalom gates had been moved or were in places that 

made getting to them almost impossible, and the water 

as too high to move them. So the decision was made 

to hold the downriver race at 3:00 pm on Saturday 

and to move the slalom race to Sunday, February 6. 

 

Saturday was cold with snow flurries. I had signed up 

to do the downriver race and was looking forward to 

it. The downriver race was very organized with 

vehicles and trailers that took all boaters and boats to 

the put in, so no boater had to run shuttle. The river 

was still high and it was my first run on the Locust. 

They staggered us by class with one minute between 

starts. There were safety boaters at all the rapids, 

although most of the rapids were flushed out and were 

just big wave trains. Boaters were required to go 

through the slalom course at the end of the run. It was 

challenging. 

 

There were only 2 K1 W Downriver racers, (where 

were the rest of you gals?). They gave me the gold and 

the silver. This is a friendly race. 

 

On Saturday evening a group of open boaters stayed 

out in the cold till after dark trying to get the gates up. 

They ended up with 20 gates, 4 of which were 

upstream gates. There are normally more upstream 

gates; however there really weren't that many eddies 

due to the high water. 

 

I had signed up for two championship runs and two 
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LOCOUST FORK INVITATIONAL—TRIP REPORT novice runs. There were only 6 women so they put us 

all together in the Cruising Class. You had to ferry 

across the river then carry your boat up a trail to the 

put in. The rapid was long, about as long as from the 

beaching area above Nanty falls to right past the falls, but 

wider. The current was about like the pushier parts of 

the Nanty Falls approach but a bit more dynamic. They 

released racers by class. My first run would be with 

championship women. Everyone was so supportive and 

helpful. You got into the staging eddy, the race official 

grabbed your boat, and held you in position while they 

coordinated with the two people on either ends with 

radios. There were gate judges by the gates and the 

penalties were 2 seconds for hitting a gate and 50 

seconds for missing a gate. I wasn't used to the double 

gates and certainly not used to touch penalties. On my 

first run I made the first two downstream gates easily 

then made a great stern draw ferry to get the first 

upstream gate. It was so fun! I knew I had it. On that 

first run I missed gate 11( as did most) and had only four 

gate touches. I was happy with my time. I did three more 

runs that day. On the 2nd run I flipped coming out of the 

second to last gate which was upstream, rolled up, and 

still made the last gate! Run 3 was my best. I made all the 

gates except gate 11 and only had one touch point 

deducted. I ended up 4th in slalom. This was my first 

"real" race.  

 

This event was very well run and the people were 

helpful. Times were posted quickly.  There were fires 

and heaters in the huge tent.  

 

I only saw Gaby there and some friends from Alabama. I 

hope more people will make the Mulberry race. 

Remember that you must preregister.  
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GEORGIANS SHOULD NOT WASTE MONEY ON 

NEW WATER RESERVOIRS 

 

By Guest Columnist APRIL INGLE, executive director of 

the Georgia River Network 

Our state’s leadership shouldn’t prioritize building new 

reservoirs as its first solution to our water supply needs 

when other alternatives are faster, cheaper, and will pro-

vide more water. 

We have existing water supply reservoirs sitting full to-

day that no one is tapping for water supply, like Hall 

County’s Cedar Creek Reservoir.  We have 20 existing 

flood control lakes that are sitting full today and were 

identified by the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 

Commission as good sources of water supply for metro 

Atlanta. We have reservoirs that have been permitted but 

haven’t been built because there aren’t enough custom-

ers to pay for them, like Walton and Oconee Counties’ 

Hard Labor Creek Reservoir. 

We can also gain nearly 200 million gallons of water per 

day if we were to aggressively pursue the four top water 

conservation and efficiency strategies: fixing water line 

leaks, pricing water to encourage efficient use, retrofit-

ting existing buildings, and landscaping to minimize waste. 

Additionally, we could raise the full-pool level of Lake 

Lanier by two feet, at relatively moderate cost, and gain 

upwards of 26 billion gallons of additional water in stor-

age with every gallon available to meet the needs of 

downstream communities, lake users, and water supply. 

The full pool level at Lake Lanier now stands at 1,071 

feet above sea level.  A two-foot change would raise the 

full pool to 1,073 feet. the Army Corps of Engineers 

owns land up to 1,085 ft. above sea level.  A study, esti-

mated to cost $2 million, is needed to identify the im-

pacts of raising the pool level. Impacts are estimated to 

be minimal and would probably include making retrofits 

to shoreline erosion structures and marinas, as well as 

raising one bridge. Not only is retrofitting existing res-
ervoirs efficient, faster, and cheaper, compared to building 

new reservoirs,  they are also “shovel-ready” so they can 

immediately create construction jobs. 

Other metro areas across the country face the similar 

water supply issues and many have chosen innovative 

solutions. 

For example, New York City completed the world’s larg-

est toilet replacement program between 1994 to1997, 

resulting in a savings of 70-90 million gallons of water per 

day through the replacement of 1.3 million toilets. The 

program saved the city over $200 million by deferring 

expansion of water supply and wastewater systems. 

From a water use peak in 1988 New York’s per capita 

water use declined 34 percent by 2003. 

Boston made a commitment to water efficiency, and it 

uses less water today than it did in 1911. Boston reduced 

its total water demand by 125 million gallons per day. The 

city avoided $500 million in costs by investing $40 million 

to reduce its demand for water. 

Seattle’s water conservation efforts have resulted in the 

city using less water now than it did in 1950. Seattle re-

duced its total water demand by 40 million gallons per 

day. The city avoided $100 million in costs by investing 

$30 million in water efficiency. 

It’s clear that spending large sums of public money on 

new reservoirs should be the option of last resort when 

it comes to securing future water supply for Georgians. 

In this economy, it is surprising that new reservoirs are 

even part of the conversation, especially when the pro-

posed funding ($300 million over four years, $46 million 

this year) probably won’t go far enough to get new water 

supply from even one new reservoir, but would go a long 

way with other strategies. The people of Georgia want 

our leaders to pursue the most cost-effective, common-

sense options that are readily available. 

So why would our state’s leadership prioritize building 
(Continued on page 4) 

WATER CHOICES 



submitted by Roger Nott 
 
2011 began sadly for the local paddling community.  
GCA member Porpon “Paul “ Pichanusakorn, a 2007 
Georgia State graduate from Norcross, died on New 
Year’s Day from injuries suffered kayaking the Ledges 
Section of the Tellico River on New Year’s Day. 
There had been heavy rains in that area shortly before 
his group put in, and the river was rising fast.  He was 
paddling with a group of Atlanta area boaters and got 
recirculated for several minutes in a powerful hole 
below First or Top Ledge, a short distance upstream of 
Baby Falls.  He was unconscious when his body was 
recovered by his companions, who performed CPR 
continuously until a medical team evacuated his from 
the scene.  However, he never regained consciousness 
and died later that day in a Knoxville hospital.  
"Bruppelt" wrote the following account of the accident 
for Boatertalk: 
 
“My opinion of what happened is that the group was at 
the put in prior to the river rising to a critical level.  It 
rose approximately 7 ft. in less than 2 hrs.  From the 
put in it's difficult to tell how much it had increased and 
the approach to the first ledge seems benign, as it is a 
pretty consistent line even with a higher level.  The first 
ledge itself had formed a terminal hydraulic along where 
the normal line is and you wouldn't be able to see that 
from your boat upstream.  My estimate was that the 
river was approaching 5ft. when I heard about the 
accident and rushed to the scene. 
 
First Ledge quickly turned into a deadly river wide hole, 
near terminal, as the river came up fast...  [Paul] 
dropped in for about 2 minutes.  Another boater with 
him dropped in right on top of him at the very 

beginning of his surf (unavoidable)[…] Both 
surfed for awhile, but the other boater managed to swim 
out with difficultly[…]   He was unresponsive to a throw 
rope when he came out, already unconscious[…]  Rescue 
was quickly organized and grew minute by minute[…]  [It 
was a] huge effort by all groups and good team work 
involved. 
 
I arrived after …Paul had been rescued from the water 
and was on the opposite bank [from] the road and CPR 
was in progress.  [I] quickly unloaded my boat and ferried 
across river to assist.  My buddy did the same and ferried 
a rope across to arrange for the transfer.  My wife 
organized a rope on the roadside bank...  There were 
four people on the (opposite) bank, two doing CPR and 
two arranging for transport across river. 
 
An attempt was made to transfer across river in a single 
kayak upon my completed ferry, and I was told to assist 
with the transfer.  This failed immediately due to 
instability of the single boat and Paul was returned to the 
bank where CPR was resumed.  Three kayaks were tied 
together while I and another continued CPR.  When the 
boats were assembled and tied together he was placed in 
the center kayak with a skirt and the two outer kayaks 
skirted.  Two swimmers assisted the boats as they were 
pulled across river and he was quickly transferred to an 
awaiting van.  I noticed that there were many people on 
the roadside but was impressed with how everyone 
worked together and how fast he made it to the van.” 
 
Paddling companion Rob Strangia posted the following 
online: “I met Paul at the put in only minutes before the 
accident…  He was laughing and surfing with big smile on 
his face at the put in. […]The CPR efforts by all involved 
were truly heroic.  The fact that he had a pulse when he 
arrived at the hospital shows just how effective they 
were.” 
 
GCA and AWC member Mary Mills said in an online post 
about Paul:  “He started to kayak last winter in pool 
sessions in Roswell, which is where I met him.  He quickly 
got a roll. He was so excited about kayaking, he actually 
practiced rolling on his bed with a video before he hit the 
pool for the first time and was learning playboating from 
the other boaters in the pool, he couldn't wait to get on 
the Ocoee in the spring, which he did, one of the first 
rivers he ever ran.  He was a good playboater.  He loved 
his Star and I often saw him in all the typical play spots on 
the Ocoee.  The thing I will remember most about Paul 
was his smile.  I never saw him where he wasn't smiling or 
laughing.” 
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PAUL PICHANUSAKORN 

new reservoirs as their top solution to our water supply 

needs? As is often the case when our government makes 

illogical choices, the answer can probably be found in 

learning who stands to profit. 

The decisions before us now should not be based on 

who will profit from building the reservoirs or from sell-

ing water and lakeside property in the future – they 

should be based on good public policy that helps all 

Georgians prosper now. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA 
 
by Lisa Haskell  
 
The Spring Extravaganza is a weekend camping and 
paddling event that is one of the few chances each year 
to bring the whole club together to canoe, kayak, eat 
and socialize.  
 
This year the Spring Extravaganza will be held at Smoky 
Mountain Meadows campground in Bryson City - this is 
the same venue as last year. It will take place the 
weekend of May 20-22, 2011. The campground host/
owner is expecting us again this year - in fact, they seem 
quite happy to have us back. 
 
Each person is responsible for contacting the 
campground and making their own reservation. The 
campsite fees this year are $20.00/night per campsite for 
up to two people then $10.00 per person/per night for 
additional people on the same campsite. Many of the 
campsites have water and electricity but not all. There 
are spaces for tents and trailers so if you need hookups 
please check to be sure they are available on the 
campsite you reserve. The bath houses at Smoky 
Mountain Meadows are very nice and well maintained. 
There is not a per car fee or a limit on the number of 
cars per campsite.  
 
The campground phone number is (828) 488-3672 and 
should be operational after approximately April 20th. If 
you would like to call and make your reservation earlier 
than April 20th you may call Freda at (828) 488-3674. 
Let them know that you are with GCA so they keep the 
group together. 
 
They also have a few cabins available to rent.  
 
Smokey Mountain Meadows 
755 East Alarka Rd. 
Bryson City, NC 28713 
GPS Coordinates, 35 22.571N, 83 27.410W  
 
This campground is conveniently located near several 
rivers and at least one lake. The Tuck and the Nanty are 
both close as is Lake Fontana. The rivers should have 
scheduled releases in May. We will attempt to offer 
several trips on each day of the event but the specific 
rivers and trips offered will depend on water availability 
(releases schedules and rainfall) and trip coordinator 
availability. We hope to have at least a trained beginner 
and intermediate river trip each day of the weekend. We 
also hope to offer some advanced trips as well as a 

couple of flat water paddles over the weekend. As we 
get closer to the event I'll publish more information and 
try to post a schedule of proposed trips. During the 
event we will be using the pavilion as a gathering place. 
We will meet there in the mornings to sign up for trips 
(don't forget the waiver forms) and I will have a dry 
erase board there with a list of upcoming trips and 
pertinent information.  
 
Most of us will be staying at the campground Friday 
and Saturday nights but you are welcome to join us for 
just part of the weekend if you wish, or, some people 
come early and stay late if they have extra time off. The 
timing is up to you. Since we will have the largest 
number of people together on the weekend we will have 
a group dinner at the pavilion on Saturday night. The 
pavilion is covered and has lights and picnic tables so we 
will have a good location to gather even if it rains. Please 
plan on bringing a meat or main dish to put on the grill 
(just enough for you) and a side dish or dessert to share. 
Paper plates, napkins and plastic silverware will be 
provided and grills will be available to cook on. Please 
bring your own drinks. After dinner, if the weather 
permits (not raining) we will have a group campfire in 
the meadow near the pavilion so bring a chair to sit in 
and a few pieces of firewood if you have any. Last year 
we had a rope throwing contest before dinner - we 
hope to repeat the event this year with even more 
participants. Last year prizes were given to the top 
participants - I'm just saying . . . . . . !  
 
Once you have made your reservation at Smokey 
Mountain Meadows, please send me an e-mail to let me 
know you plan on joining us. Please include the number 
of people who will be in your party. This really helps me 
when planning for the dinner and trips! If you have any 
questions you may call me at (678) 858-2012 or e-mail 
me at bkhaskell@comcast.net . 
 
Hope to see you in May!  
 



by Mike Winchester 

 

The GCA has been invited to participate in the upcoming 

“Take Me Fishing” event on March 26. This is a FREE 

FAMILY EVENT sponsored by the Gwinnett County 

Department of Parks & Recreation. It’s a wonderful 

opportunity to get our young people introduced to 

additional outdoor activities.  It will be a fun event. We’ve 

been invited to do boat demonstrations @ 1:00pm. Gina 

& Haynes Johnson will do a rec Boat & Canoe 

demonstration. I will do whitewater Kayak demonstration 

and will bring several of the Jackson Fun1 & Fun1-1/2s 

(kid’s kayaks). Our hope is to introduce our sport to a 

new group of people. It’s an opportunity for everyone in 

our Club to participate in sharing our sport with the 

public. Bring your boat! The park lake will be open to the 

fishing event early, and boating from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. I 

want to invite Club members & family, this is a great 

opportunity to get out and paddle. I know my 

grandchildren will have a big time. Bring your fishing pole! 
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TAKE ME F ISHING AND PADDLING 
by Mark Holmberg 
Eddy Line Editor 
 
During most river or ocean trips we see a wide variety 
of boats: canoes, kayaks, C1s, duckies, sit-on-tops, 
standup boards, and rafts. The boat we choose to paddle 
seems to identify us. Our paddling friends are used to 
seeing us float in a specific boat or at least a certain type 
of boat. So, when one considers paddling a different type 
boat, the whole identity thing is at stake.  
 
With the plethora of paddling related social networks, 
dear friends readily share comments. As most readers 
are aware, I most often paddle a canoe—sometimes 
successfully, sometimes not. So, when I made what I 
thought was a benign post on the GCA List that I 
wanted to demo a kayak, several friends responded: 
 
Jim Albert wrote: “The dark side ...not you... What's the 
world come to? It really may end next year.” 
 
John Holley wrote: “I am shocked and speechless. When 
some one spreads libel and calumny in The Rabun Fish 
Wrapper, I took it in stride. But, when those who only 
pretend to share the bonds of fraternal amity engage in 
some horrendous betrayal it makes me weep. Shocked. 
Saddened. Speechless. Say it ain't so!” 
 
Yes, open and honest sharing. But, perhaps they are 
holding back a bit? 
 
Then, there were the more encouraging comments: 
 
Christine Blumberg wrote: “Mark!! I'm sooooo proud of 
you!I I’ll keep my eyes and ears open for a boat you 
could demo.” 
 
Lisa Haskell wrote: “Mark - it's not the dark side! You've 
just seen the light! 
 
Well, thanks all for your heart felt comments! Seems 
there are both dark side and see the light comments. I 
actually may be in the twilight zone. I will not give up on 
the open boat, but a change may be good. At least I 
won’t have to pump water from a kayak, just wipe it 
from my face. 
 
 
   

WHAT DO YOU PADDLE? 



Page 7 

THE EDDY LINE 

Keeping In Touch 
To contact GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357 . 

Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, go to 

gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and links to Eddy 

Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com. 

WEEKI WACHEE RIVER TRIP REPORT 
by Dickie Tillman 
 
Saturday, January 15, 2011 
 
Meeting place, time and date: Most of us met at 
Rainbow Springs campground parking lot around 09:00 
am, signed waivers and drove or carpooled the 57 
miles to Weeki Wachee Springs.  It was probably about 
10:45 when we arrived at Weeki Wachee Springs. 
 
Put in: Canoe access to the Weeki Wachee Springs and 
River is behind the Weeki Wachee amusement park 
which located at 6131 Commercial Way (US 19) Spring 
Hill, FL 34606.   We did not actually get on the water 
until about 12:00 due to the large group and setting 
shuttle.  There is an outfitter there named Paddling 
Adventures.  Access to the outfitter and river is 
through the gate on the back left side of the Weeki 
Wachee Springs Amusement Area parking lot. If you 
set your own shuttle and leave vehicles at the put in 
they should be left outside the gate as the outfitter 
locks the gate at 03:00 pm. 
 
Take out: Take out is Rogers Park and boat ramp just 
off Shoal Line Blvd/ Co Rd 597. Most of the group had 
arrived at the take out by around 04:00 pm making the 
trip about 4 hours on the water. 
 
Trip distance:  Approximately 6 miles 
 
Shuttle distance:   Approximately 8 miles 
 
Trip notes and comments (paddlers, good stuff, bad 
stuff, river level, lunch stop, etc): 
 
There is a $5 per person river access fee at the put in 
and  $2 parking fee at Rogers Park. 
 
We had a very large group of paddlers.   I think there 
were 20 of us and in a variety of canoes, kayaks, sit on 
tops and sea kayaks. The paddlers included John 

Sellers, Mike & Jake Collins, Lamar Phillips, Brannen 
Proctor, Eric Kardon, Dick Polmatier, Sunny Waller, 
Judy Hezlitt, Becky Rentz, Katie O’Neill, Sandy Smith, 
Don Parker, Matt & Mary Carroll, Paul Smith, Jamie 
Higgins, Dan & Elise MacIntyre, Mark & Cindy 
Holmberg and myself.  We did not intentionally plan on 
splitting up after we put on the river but the group did 
get split up. I ended up in one of the slower 
groups.  Fortunately everyone arrived at the take out 
before any of the early group left for the campground, 
thus easing the mind of the trip leader. 
 
The weather was relatively nice for the trip with the 
daytime high in the upper 60s. It started out cloudy and 
cool, later turned sunny and warm then cloudy and 
cool again before we got to the take out. 
 
We saw two manatees, a mother and calf, about ½ 
mile below the put in.  We stopped for lunch about ½ 
mile after seeing the manatees. Our lunch stop was on 
a sunny grassy bank that looked like it would be a good 
place for alligator habitat but we did not see 
any.  While we were having lunch the large manatee 
and calf came slowly swimming downstream allowing 
several of us to get some good photos.   We saw 3 
more manatees about ½ mile before we got to the 
take out.  This was at a large deep hole in the 
river. We saw manatees here last year. 
 
 
Weeki Wachee springs and river is a beautiful beginner 
level run with crystal clear water most of the way.   I 
highly recommend paddling it if you’re in the area and 
have the time.   There are very few houses or signs of 
human habitat until you near the end of the run.   The 
river is relatively shallow which allows the paddler to 
see lots of fish, although we did not see a lot of bird 
life.   Most of the banks are lined with trees or dense 
vegetation making it somewhat difficult to find a good 
stopping place for a large group.   We did see a couple 
of powerboats on the narrow & shallow upper portion 
of the run and one sheriff deputy on a jet ski.   Be sure 
to check and obey the rules if you plan a trip. 
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TRIP SCHEDULE 

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels 
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the 
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening. 
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would 
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels. 
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip, 
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263. 
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Call Cruisemaster William Gatling at 770.529.7103. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, 
from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate 
a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU! 
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the 
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated. 
Roll Practice: see gapaddle.com for information 

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call Cruisemaster William Gatling at 770.529.7103! 

Check the calendar on the GCA website at http://www.gapaddle.com for additional trips, social events, safety classes, 

KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS 
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers. 
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques. 
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed. 
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll. 
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required. 
For more about "class" ratings of rapids, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitewater. 

 
 

March        

03/02 Meeting - Garden Hills Comm. Ctr., Atlanta 
- 7:00- BYOB 

Everybody Lamar Phillips 404-229-2939  

03/05 Upper Chattahoochee Intermediate Roger Nott 678-316-4935 

03/19 Town Creek Intermediate Dane White 256-435-3827  

03/26 Chattooga Section 3 or 3.5 - depending on 
level  

Intermediate Mark Holmberg 678-234-5681  

3/25-3/27 Altamaha River @ GA Coast Weekend & 
Camp out 

Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/25 Cathead Creek - GA Coast Weekend Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/26 Altamaha River - GA Coast Weekend Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/27 Altamaha Delta - GA Coast Weekend Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/28 GA Explorer Coastal Paddle Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/29 GA Explorer Coastal Paddle Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/30 GA Explorer Coastal Paddle Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

03/31 GA Explorer Coastal Paddle Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  
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April        

04/01 "Blessing of the Fleet"  Darien, GA Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

04/02 Lower Amicolola Advanced Roger Nott 678-316-4935 

04/02 Chattahoochee- Buford Dam to Settles 
Bridge 

Trained 
Beginner 

Jack Taylor  770-998-0350  

4/2-3  Big South Fork/ Obed Wild & Scenic Rivers Int./Adv Dirk Bertrand 770-978-1964 

04/02 Tallulah - Volunteers Needed Beginner Kate 
Willkerson 

678-234-4008  

04/09 Toccoa - TVC thru Party Rock  Trained 
Beginner 

Jack Taylor 770-998-0350  

04/15 South Georgia flatwater weekend Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

04/15 Ohoopee River - Winding black water with 
white beaches 

Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

04/16 Ogeechee River Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

04/17 George L. Smith Cypress Swamp Beginner Marie Short 404-202-9546  

04/23 Toccoa TVC - Party Rock Trained 
Beginner 

Jack Taylor 770-998-0350  

04/23 Cartecay River Clean up -Earthday Intermediate Jay Davis 404-713-7586  

04/23 Lower Nolichucky - Call ahead for camping 
info. 

Intermediate  Robert Weddle  540-320-3268  

04/23 Upper Nolichuky Advanced Robert Weddle 540-320-3268  

04/24 Lower Nolichucky Intermediate Robert Weddle 540-320-3268  

04/24 Upper Nolichucky Advanced Robert Weddle 540-320-3268  

04/30 Cartecay Intermediate Jack Taylor 770-998-0350  

May       

05/20 Spring Extravaganza  Everybody Lisa Haskell bkhaskell@comcast.net 

5/28-29 Hiwassee - Memorial Day Weekend Trained 
Beginner 

Brannen 
Proctor 

770-664-7384  

June        

06/11-12 Canoe & Kayak Classes Beg. - Int. Mike 
Winchester 

404-877-8433  

06/20-23 Lower Youghiogeny Advanced David Vezzetti  

July        

07/02-3 Hiwassee Trained 
Beginner 

Brannen 
Proctor 

770-664-7384  

07/16-17 Canoe & Kayak Classes Beg. - Int. Mike 
Winchester 

404-877-8433  



CLASSIFIED ADS 

Non-business ads are free to dues-paid GCA members. Business and non-member ads are $5 for up to 50 words, $10 for larger. 
Ads must be received by the fifth of the month to be published in the following month's issue. Mail ads to The Eddy 
Line, 458 Windsor Drive Marietta, GA 30064 or email to the_eddyline@yahoo.com. Please, no phone-in or hand-written ads. 

All About The Eddy Line 
The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print or pdf format. To subscribe, contact Ed Scultz at 404.266.3734 or 
heloeddy@mindspring.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357. 
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: the_eddyline@yahoo.com. 
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads is the 5th of the previous month (e.g. August 5 for 
the September/October issue). 

Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views 
and policies of the club. Material not individually designated as copyrighted may be disseminated only by  paddling organizations 
having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA: proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements does not 
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised. 

Page 10 

THE EDDY LINE 

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT 
 

Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy 

Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If 

email to you bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipi-

ent list until we get an updated email address. 

When GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an 

email to you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically 

unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your email changes, 

please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with your new address.  

Thank you. 

For Sale:    
AIRE LYNX II Inflatable kayak/Duckie—Includes two seats, two paddles, foot pegs, thigh straps, repair kit, and pump. 
The boat is excellent condition. Pictures at Boater Talk Web site, filter rafts-duckies. 
$850 
Mark Holmberg, m_holmberg@comcast.net, 678-234-5681 
 



from Bonny Putney and Upper Chattahoochee River 
Keeper 
 
What better way to begin 2011 than with a little spring 
cleaning! While it’s obvious to most that river cleanups 
improve the quality of our water, we’ve discovered that 
they do much more than that. Cleanups are also a great 
way to develop a sense of “river community” -- this is 
your chance to volunteer and be part of this community. 
 
UCR, National Park Service and Trout 
Unlimited (TU) have joined together to organize a 
multi-site cleanup within the 48 miles of 
the Chattahoochee River National Recreation 
Area (CRNRA) . We will be tackling 11 Park Units and 
paddling 7 segments. While this is the first time we’ve 
undertaken a cleanup of this magnitude all on one day, 
we envision this as an annual event that will become a 
favorite of our volunteers. 
 
And our timing couldn’t be better for this event as 
it’s National Park Week from April 16 - 24, 2011. All 
392 national parks across the country (including the 
CRNRA) will have free admission during National Park 
Week.  

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters" 

web page with links to those who support GCA 

financially by advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those 

who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when 

you do, let them know you saw their Eddy Line ad and 

appreciate their support.  Thanks!  
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SWEEP THE HOOCH  
Each site has a capacity and will close once we reach that 
capacity – so register early! All volunteers will 
receive a Sweep the Hooch t-shirt! 

 



Post Office Box 7023 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

G E O RG I A  C A N O E I N G  A S SG E O RG I A  C A N O E I N G  A S SG E O RG I A  C A N O E I N G  A S SG E O RG I A  C A N O E I N G  A S S O C I A T I O NO C I A T I O NO C I A T I O NO C I A T I O N ,  I N C .,  I N C .,  I N C .,  I N C .     

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
www.gapaddle.com 

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while 

paddling. 

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 800 family and corporate 
memberships comprising more than 2000 Individuals.  Canoeists and Kayakers of all 
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome.  Some of our mutual interests include 
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking, 
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities.  We espouse conservation, 
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills 
development.  Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted 
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and 

friends.  Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents. 


