Special Points of Interest:
• Holiday party scheduled for December 5
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A NOTE FROM THE NEW GUY

NEW GCA BOARD MEMBERS

I joined the GCA after retiring in 2003. Never having
paddled before, GCA members patiently explained the
equipment that I would need and signed me up for some
basic instruction. (My first class resulted in a torn
rotator cuff, through no fault of my instructor who had
warned me not to extend my arm. The problem was
that I had the body of a 70 year old, but thought I was
still 25). I quickly learned that I would not by paddling
class III and IV rapids, but after a different class, have
been totally happy with Class I and II rapids and an
occasional camping trip.

GCA officers for the 2009-2010 term were unanimously at
Fall General Membership Meeting that was held Sunday,
October 18, at the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, Powers Ferry Island facility,

GCA has contributed so much to the happiness of my
retirement. I felt I had to accept the opportunity to give
back when I was asked to offer for President. Our club is
a volunteer organization and we as members have a
responsibility to assist in insuring its success.
Our primary goal for the coming year is to become
more active, not only in paddling and camping trips for
the enjoyment of our members, but also to get
involved with projects that will benefit our
community, our rivers, and environment.
Please get involved and help our Club have a
positive impact in our community and region.
SYOTR,
Lamar Phillips

The officers are:
President
Lamar Phillips
Vice President Jay Manalo
Secretary
Kate Wilkerson
Treasurer
Ed Schultz
Please support our all organization by supporting the new
officers and volunteering for
TRIP REPORT
GCA activities.
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OHOOPEE
RIVER TRIP
10/19/09Story
My Stupid
Buffalo
by Dickie Tillman
The Swainsboro gage was 11.6 and river was up about
2 ft. since the previous week when I paddled it. It
seemed that the level was up more than 2 ft. at the
GA 152 put in which is where I took out one week
previous. I assume that the Swainsboro gage is at a
wider point in the river or there are tributary creeks
that bring it up by the time it gets to the 152 bridge.
Paddlers on the trip were Jeff, Stacy and kids Shane
and James and me. We put in at GA 152 and took out
at GA 292.

houses close by. Most of the sandbars without houses
were around the middle of the trip. There was one
really nice sandbar I liked. There were a few other nice
bars but I liked this one due to the length of the bar and
the scattered trees. This bar would be about 2:30 hours
after the put in and looked to be a great camp site for an
overnighter.
At this water level dead falls and strainers were not a
problem. At 2 ft. lower level or more I think there
would be several dead falls that would have to be
negotiated.

Our GPS showed the trip to be 6.1 miles. A Paddler's
Guide to Southern Georgia lists the trip at 8.3 miles.

This section of river was still very nice and comparable
to the section from US1 to GA152. It is definitely worth
doing again.

Put in time was about 10:45 but we spent about 15
minutes practicing eddy turns before we left the put in.
Take out time was 3:25 p.m. We took 3 rest stops
along the way.

As a note I think a good 3 day 2 night camping trip
would be to put in at US1 and take out at Ga292. The
first night would be at Griffin Ferry (before Ga152) and
the 2nd night about half way between GA 52 and GA 92.

The river was higher than I expected considering I was
taking inexperienced paddlers down the river. Also,
the water was more murky than usual due to the
higher water level. I had not been down this section
of the river but I thought it was a good choice for
showing new paddlers a beautiful South Georgia gem.
It was a beautiful day so we decided to go for it even
given the higher water level.
There were a few sandbars out. Early in the trip most
of sandbars had stilt houses or fishing shacks close to
them. As we progressed down the river we
encountered a few sandbars that did not have stilt
The Eddy Line, © 2009, is published bi-monthly as the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association,
P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
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River Access Notes:
Access at US1 is on river right, east side of US1 just at
the end of the bridge. It is good but fairly steep ramp to
road. Some potholes exist at end of the short paved
ramp to US1.
Access at GA 152 (point B in A Paddler's Guide to
Southern Georgia) is real good, paved road ramp, river left
on north side of Ga152 at end of bridge.
Access (point C) at GA 292 is real good, paved road
ramps, river right and left on south side of GA 292 at
each end of bridge.
Access (point E) at US280 is river right on south side of
US280 approximately 1000 ft. from end of bridge.
Access here is questionable. There are large mud holes
that may be a problem just off the roadway. I did not try
to drive through them with my 2WD pickup. If you can
get through the mud holes it is good but otherwise you
have a long carry down to the river.
Access (point F) at boat ramp at end of James B. Toler
Rd. is very good. James B Toler Rd. is on the south side
of US280 bridge approximately 1 mile east of the
bridge . It is a good dirt road down to boat ramp.
Access (point G) at GA 56 is good, river left, south side
of GA56 at end of bridge.
Access (point I) at GA 147 is real good, river right, east
side of GA147, paved road ramp and paved boat landing.
Access (point J) at CR191 is good, look for dirt road
between 2 fields off of GA 178 approximately 5 miles
south of where GA 178 runs in to GA147. It will be on
your left when going south. This appears to be all GA
State Prison property but I did not see any No
Trespassing signs. The dirt road runs all the way down
to the river.
Access at Tattnall County Landing at confluence of
Ohoopee and Altamaha is good but floods when
Altamaha River is high. There is a dirt road off of paved
road that goes down to river. It was flooded this spring
when I visited it and it was flooded on October 19 due
to the rains the week before in north GA. If the Baxley

Altamaha gage is 10 ft. or higher, the Tattnall County
Landing is about 2 ft under water.
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PADDLE WITH THE MANATEES
by Lisa Haskell

pavilion has a six foot family grill and 10 picnic tables for

This year Vincent Payne and I (Lisa Haskell) are co-

seating. We will provide charcoal for cooking; each per-

planning a trip to Florida to paddle with the Manatees.
The dates for the trip are January 15-18, 2010 which is
Friday through Monday of the MLK holiday weekend.
We will be staying at Lake Griffin State Park which is
fairly close to all rivers and still has several sites left for
the holiday weekend. This will give us a bit of a drive
each day to get to the rivers (just over an hour each
way) but will enable us to remain camped at the same
location all three nights which means NO MOVING OF
THE CAMPING EQUIPMENT! The rivers we are looking at paddling are the Ichetucknee River, the Homosassa , and Crystal River. The general plan is to just
make it down to Florida and set up camp on Friday. We
will probably paddle Crystal River on Saturday and the
Homosassa on Sunday. For those who wish, we will plan
to paddle the Ichetucknee River on Monday because it is
a short paddle and is on the way home. You may join us
for any or all paddles during the long weekend. Each
person will be responsible for making their own camp-

son should bring a meat/main course (enough for them)
to put on the grill and then bring a side dish or dessert
to share with the group. You’ll also want to bring your
beverage of choice. Please keep in mind that this is a
State Park and alcoholic beverages should be discreet or
kept at your private campsite. You will need to bring
your own equipment for this trip or make your own arrangements for renting. You will need a boat and paddle, of course, and you must also wear a PFD when paddling. Florida requires that all paddlers have a whistle on
their PFD so please be sure that you have one with you
for the trip! If you have any questions, please feel free
to e-mail me at bkhaskell@comcast.net or call me at
(678) 858-2012. Please be aware that I am hard to reach
during the first half of the week and sometimes e-mail
works better for getting in touch. I work nights and
sleep days which can make phone calls difficult. Please
let me know once you make a reservation so I can keep
an accurate list of those who plan on attending.

site reservation. Since this is a holiday weekend and the
campgrounds fill up early, I would recommend reserving
a site as soon as possible. You can go to
www.reserveamerica.com and search for the Lake Griffin State Park campground and make your reservation on
line. If you would like to call Reserve America the number is (800) 326-3521. If you have specific questions on
the campground itself you can contact the park office at
(352) 360-6760. You might want to consider sharing a
site to allow more people to attend. I have been told
that we can have up to 4 adults and two tents on a
campsite. You will be responsible for your own meals
most of the camping trip—breakfast and dinner at the
campground (or eating out if you wish) and a picnic
lunch for on the river. We will have a group dinner on
Saturday night at the pavilion located in the park. The

Hope to see you with the Manatees!
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TRIP SCHEDULE
November
11/ 20-22

Beginner

December
12/5
12/5

Intermediate Cartecay
Lisa Haskell
678.858.2012
All Levels Holiday Party— home of Hank and Sabrina Klausman, 874 Hyde Road, Marietta

12/12
12/19-20
12/20/

Advanced
Beginner
Advanced

Chattooga 3.5
Parish Pond
Chattooga 3.5

Jay Manalo
Kelly Harbac
Janet Chisolm

678.637.8131
678-625-0808
404-291-4476

January
1/16/10

Beginner

MLK Weekend (Florida)

Lisa Haskell

678.858.2012

Ediosto River Trail

Robert Harris

770 867-4260

Check the calendar on the GCA website at http://www.gapaddle.com for trips, social events, safety classes, etc.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call Cruisemaster William Gatling at 770.529.7103!
KEY TO GCA SKILL LEVELS
Flat Water - no current will be encountered; safe for new paddlers.
Beginner - mild current, occasional Class 1 ripples; new paddlers can learn basic river techniques.
Trained Beginner - moving water with Class 1-2 rapids; basic strokes and bracing skills needed.
Intermediate - rapids up to Class 3; eddying and ferrying skills needed; kayakers need solid roll.
Advanced - rapids up to Class 4; excellent boat control and self-rescue skills required.
For more about "class" ratings of rapids, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitewater.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate venue if the water levels
and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the
coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed for those boaters who have completed a formal training clinic and would
like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic and expanding skill levels.
Canoe Camping Trips are multi-day trips, generally on flat or mild water, with at least one night of camping. For details on a scheduled trip,
call the trip coordinator. To arrange a trip, call Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call Cruisemaster William Gatling at 770.529.7103. As usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips,
from flatwater to Class 5 whitewater. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate
a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Boating is prohibited above the
Highway 28 bridge. Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: Wednesday evenings, May through October, 6:00PM to dark at the Stone Mountain Park. For more information, see Page 6.

Keeping In Touch

To contact GCA, write Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, leave a message at 770.421.9729 or call/email one
of the folks listed above.
Groupmail: GCA maintains a group email list to help members share information of general interest. To sign up, go to
gcalist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Website: Information about GCA, forms (including membership application and GCA waiver form), a link to the GCA Store and links to Eddy
Line advertisers are all at http://www.gapaddle.com.
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RIVER RAT RENDEZVOUS—OCALA, FL PRESIDENT’S DAY WEEKEND FEBRUARY 12-15, 2010

by Lamar Phillips
Our friend and fellow GCA member, Belton Dykes,
passed away while fitness paddling at Stone Mountain
Lake in July .Some of his paddling buddies, whom Belton
named the “Misfits,” decided to have a weekend paddle
in his honor. Belton was a veteran, and retired physical
therapist. Therefore, what better way to honor him than
have a fund raising paddle benefiting our veterans? The
proceeds of this fundraising event will go to Team River
Runner, http://teamriverrunner.org/, which is a nonprofit (501c3) organization that was established in 2004
at Walter Reed Army Hospital to help wounded military
personnel returning from Iraq and Afghanistan recover
by teaching these wounded warriors how to canoe and
kayak. Like GCA, TRR us a volunteer run organization.
The GCA “Misfits” are Becca Brown, Buddy Goolsby,
Dick Polmatier, Don Parker, Gina and Haynes Johnson,
Jamie Higgins, Jean Brown, Jim Nuetzel, Karen Saunders,
Karla Vinnacombe, Kate Wilkerson, Kelly Harbac, Lamar
Phillips, Lisa and Keith Haskell, Robert Harris, and
Vincent Payne. They are sponsoring a fun paddling
weekend to raise funds for a great patriotic cause.
For $150.00 you get:
4 days of paddling some of the most beautiful rivers
Florida has to offer!
•

Choose from the subtropical, crystal clear waters of
Juniper Springs or Alexander Springs, the
mysterious, black water Ocklawaha, or the blue
water, monkey hang out of Silver Springs.

•

Lodging is at centrally
located Camp Kiwanis.up
your own tent or stay in a
heated/AC dorm.heated
bathrooms, hot showers &
covered, screened pavilion
with a huge fireplace

•

Five catered meal, (breakfast
-Sat, Sun and Mon and

dinner-Sat and Sun)
•

River maps and description

•

And just to prove you're a river rat, you get a
beautifully designed T-shirt

Nightly entertainment and activities include:
Friday Night:Award wining author Doug
Alderson,www.dougalderson.net. Doug’s programs
specialize in interweaving education and learning with
entertainment.
Saturday and Sunday Night: Tom Anderson and
Alton Leonard along with the New Radio Ramblers will
be entertaining us with a variety of music including Blues,
Blue Grass, Folk and Americana.
If you are a business owner, please consider sponsoring
this event. Our Sponsorship levels are very reasonable
and your company’s logo will be placed on our website, t
-shirt and other promotional items.Your business will
benefit from the exposure of being associated with a funfilled weekend and an honorable cause that celebrates
the life of a remarkable individual. To become a sponsor,
contact Don Parker atDRPARKER36@aol.com, 770-262
-7345.
Space is limited to first registered and paid
participants.on our web site, www.riverratweekend.org
or contact Lamar Phillips,lamarph@bellsouth.net, phone
404-229-2939 or Jamie Higgins,
yaksrule2008@yahoo.com,678-595-6154.
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ASK THE HOBBIT
Dear Mr. Hobbit:

wants to evaluate your skill, that's a sign they care about
your safety & the safety of the group.

I'm bored and ready to step it up and hit some creeks.
Now we're finally getting rain! How do I know when it's
safe to get on a trip with someone I've never paddled
with? When I ask, I get varying opinions as to whether
or not they can be trusted to lead me down a run. How
can you tell?

In the end, YOU are responsible for your safety. With
few exceptions, those creeks are going to run next year,
or the year after that. If you must err, do so on the side
of living to run another creek another day.

Dear Waiting to Become a Statistic,

The Hobbit :)

Here are a couple of things you should do to improve
your odds of becoming a GOOD statistic: (1) Turn easy
rivers into hard ones. When you can get that pushy class
II eddy in the middle of the rapid consistently, it's a safe
bet to start trying it on the IIIs, etc. (2) Learn to read
water - can't stress this one enough. If you're on an ELF
run getting stuck and groaning about how scrapy it is
while your buddy floats downstream effortlessly, let this
be a hint.
NOW - having gotten that out of the way - watch your
prospective trip leader in action before trusting them
with your life. Wait until you can paddle something you
know with them & watch. Do they go over safety with
the trip participants before putting on? On the river, do
they look back to make sure you're there and upright?
Do they eddy-hop or just blow down the river? Do they
encourage you to scout something you've not seen, and
if so, do they ask you what route you'd want to take
before telling you what their line is? Do they set safety at
the bottom of a rapid for those in the group who may
swim?
When you contact them about the trip, do they ask you
about your roll, what you've run & at what water level,
or request a reference before telling you it was okay to
come? These are good signs - if your prospective leader

Paddlefu!

If you have a question, and no one else can help, and if
you can find him, maybe you can ask The Hobbit.

- From "River Rumors" - newsletter of the Foothills
Paddling Club.
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WINTER ROLL PRACTICE
Pauline Thynne and Vincent Payne are in the process of
scheduling GCA winter Roll Practice. Keep an eye on
the GCA gapaddle.com Web site for details, as they
develop.
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READING WATER, LESSONS FROM THE RIVER BY REBECCA LAWTON
Book review
by Mark Holmberg
Rebecca Lawton is an author and natural scientist whose
passion is exploring and writing about the natural West,
according to her Web site. In her book Reading Water,
Lessons from the River, she shares her experience boating
and guiding on western rivers including Idaho’s Selway
and Salmon Rivers, the Yampa in Colorado, the Green
River in Utah and Colorado, and California’s Stanislaus
before construction of the New Melones the late 1970’s.
She writes about her first river trip in 1972 and how she
was taken by the beauty of the canyons sloping to the
river. She was one of the first female raft guides on the
Grand Canyon section of the Colorado River.

insights into the geomorphology of the land and river
systems. She writes about reading the water and follow
the thalwaeg, or line of maximum depth and current as it
meanders down the river. “Let the river pull you to the
best channel. In flat water it will carry a boat
downstream faster than rowing. In rapids, it will find a
way between boulders or through the deepest safest
channel nine times out of ten.”

Lawton’s descriptions of the western rivers and wild
areas describe a world very different compared to my
familiar southeastern rivers. Her vivid descriptions of
eddy fences that guard swirling back currents refusing to
let large rafts out are few and far between on the rivers
that I frequent. Lawton’s descriptions of eddies covers a
full chapter and includes:

Reading Water is much more than a series of trip reports
and river reading tips. Lawton weaves stories around her
love for rivers and the outdoors. I came away from
reading the book with a deeper appreciation of river
systems and protecting what is left of our free flowing
rivers. When I am on the river I look at it somewhat
differently now. I look for the thalweg and deeply
appreciate the free flowing water.

On the Colorado, eddies reign supreme. They’re
fierce, enormous, greedy—they could suck the
Queen Elizabeth off course. Currents on their
eddy fences boil so high, you need a stepladder to
see over them.[…]once you’ve bagged an eddy—
or it has bagged you—you’re said to be eddied out.

Her story includes how she began her professional
guiding career by showing up “uninvited to spring
training in California.” Lawton describes the swollen
spring river as a “beast gone mad” with waves that “rise
to the sky like unmapped mountains.” She handled the
oars of her raft as well as the male veterans; however,
she was not hired for that first season. Lawton was
determined to work on a river and hitchhiked to Utah
to guide on the Green and Yampa Rivers.
Lawton attended the University of Utah, studying
geology and natural history. The book contains her

Her paddling stories are interspersed personal stories.
Not sure why Lawton included stories that have nothing
to do with rivers, I soon realized that we all come to the
river for different reason influenced by our personal
stories.

Lawton, Rebecca. Reading Water, Lessons from the River.
Herndon, VA: Capital Books, 2002.
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KEEP YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CURRENT
Each month numerous "copies" of the pdf version of The Eddy
Line bounce back due to bad or outdated email addresses. If
email to you bounces back, you will be deleted from the recipient list until we get an updated email address.
When GCA receives a mail failure notice in response to an
email to you on the GCA email list, you will be automatically
unsubscribed by the listserve software. If your email changes,
please "unsubscribe" and re-subscribe with your new address.
Thank you.

All About The Eddy Line

The Eddy Line, the official GCA newsletter, is available in print or pdf format. To subscribe, contact Ed Scultz at 404.266.3734 or
heloeddy@mindspring.com, or mail your request to P.O. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
Submissions/Advertising: All submissions and advertising should be sent to The Eddy Line, at: the_eddyline@yahoo.com.
Deadline: The deadline for all submissions, classified ads and commercial ads is the 5th of the previous month (e.g. August 5 for
the September/October issue).
Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views
and policies of the club. Material not individually designated as copyrighted may be disseminated only by paddling organizations
having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA: proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements does not
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Non-business ads are free to dues-paid GCA members. Business and non-member ads are $5 for up to 50 words, $10 for larger.
Ads must be received by the fifth of the month to be published in the following month's issue. Mail ads to The Eddy
Line, 458 Windsor Drive Marietta, GA 30064 or email to the_eddyline@yahoo.com. Please, no phone-in or hand-written ads.

For Sale: Necky Zoar Sport. 14' long, 25" wide with
rudder for convenient steering. Very comfortable, stable boat. Has front and rear storage
hatches. Color: Blue. Contact Lisa
at bkhaskell@comcast.net for more information.

For Sale: Dagger Pegasus sit-on-top kayak. Very stable
and forgiving boat good for up to class III whitewater. Good boat for a beginner or for someone who
doesn't like being closed up in a small cockpit. Contact
Lisa at bkhaskell@comcast.net for more information.

For Sale: Classic 60’s vintage 17ft double end aluminum
Grumman canoe. Single owner, excellent condition,
includes 4ft and 5ft Little Beaver wood paddles, 3
flotation cushions and new motor bracket. $450.
Call Tom Landers at (770) 938-6057 or email at
tblanders@comcast.net.
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NOTES FROM NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Gina Johnson and William Gatlin have developed an
annual calendar which is on the GCA gapaddle.com
Web site. The calendar will list GCA events and other
important activities. This is a work in progress and
makes it easy for members to participate in club
activities. Pauline Thynne and Vincent Payne will be
handling our winter roll practice. Watch for details on
our Web site.

The GCA web site now features a "GCA Supporters"
web page with links to those who support GCA
financially by advertising in The Eddy Line. Help those
who help us — patronize our advertisers. And when
you do, let them know you saw their Eddy Line ad and
appreciate their support. Thanks!

We discussed ways to improve our Club
Membership meetings to create better attendance. We
appreciate any suggestions that members may have.
Contact Gina or William.
The GCA Holiday Party will be at the home of Hank
and Sabrina Klausman, 874 Hyde Road, Marietta on
December 5th at 5:00 PM. Please come and bring a side
dish or desert. We are very appreciative of the
Klausman's once again opening their home for
our Holiday fellowship.

The purpose of the GCA is to have fun and promote safety while
paddling.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION, INC.
Post Office Box 7023
Atlanta, Georgia 30357

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
www.gapaddle.com

GCA is a member-operated paddling club with over 800 family and corporate
memberships comprising more than 2000 Individuals. Canoeists and Kayakers of all
ages and paddling abilities are equally welcome. Some of our mutual interests include
whitewater river running, creeking and playboating, river and lake touring, sea kayaking,
paddle camp outs and competition and racing activities. We espouse conservation,
environmental and river access issues as well as boating safety and skills
development. Group paddling, training and social activities of all kinds are conducted
throughout the year thanks to the volunteer efforts of our many members and
friends. Membership is NOT limited to Georgia residents.

