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Fall Gala Dates Announced
This year's Fall Gala Canoeing Affair will be held October 13th, 14th and
15th at Horn's Creek Resort in Ocoee, Tennessee.
I'm working on details with Tom Snyder, who is general manager of Horn's
Creek. He has the bunkhouse complex reserved for us. There will also be a field
for tent/car camping at $5.00 a night. They will prepare meals on Saturday and
Sunday. There will be bonfires both Friday and Saturday evening and we'll
have the use of a large pavilion.
Additional activities include:
Ocoee River Rafting — $25/person
Water park (if weather permits) — $10/day (minimum 20 people)
High ropes — $20/person (min. 10)
Paintball — $20/person (min. 10)
There are also miles of trails for mountain biking. Tom has also offered
to set up boating and biking clinics if we're interested.
Check out their web site and let me know your thoughts —
www.hornscreek.com.
When I get more information, I'll pass it on.
Thanks, Denise Keller — baloata@bellsouth.net.

Summer Roll Practice
Joint AWC / GCA Summer Roll Practice will be held at Stone Mountain
Lake this year beginning in May and running through the end of daylight
savings time in October. Sessions are scheduled for Wednesdays at 6:00 (or earlier).
Admission is free once you enter the park (a
season pass is highly recommended if you
plan to attend multiple sessions).
To get there, enter the park from the
Stone Mountain Freeway (East Entrance)
and take the first left. Continue about a
mile until the road crosses the dam and
take the first right into the parking lot. The
boat ramp is on the right.
Use the area around the ramp to load and unload boats only. There is a
fair amount of power boat traffic putting in and taking out at the ramp. Once
in the water, try to stay clear of the ramp for the same reason.
Note: Park regulations do not allow "swimming" at this location, so if you
are in the water spotting for someone, an explanation to the park officials may
be in order. So far no one has been cited for a violation there.
Volunteers are needed to help with kayak, canoe and C-1 rolling. Your
help is appreciated!
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

information — Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line — Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics — Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Gina Johnson at 404.512.0832.
For information on winter roll practice — Call Louis
Boulanger at 404.373.2907.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line — Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads — Call Advertising
Manager Rick Bellowa at 678.617.2546.
For information on videos and books available from
the GCA Library — Call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636.

The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club — Call the club telephone
number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message. Someone will
get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities — Call
President Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status — Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip — Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip — Call Cruise Master
Steve Reach at 770.760.7357.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

Board of Directors Meetings

GCA Executive Committee

The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings generally are held quarterly the first Thursday of
the last month of the quarter (March, June, September,
December) at 7 PM at the Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA
in Buckhead, 1160 Moores Mill Road, Atlanta, Georgia
30327. All GCA members are encouraged to attend. If you
have an item for discussion, please call GCA President
Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263 so he can add your item to
the agenda. Attending Board meetings is a great way to
become more involved with the GCA.

President ............................................. Vincent Payne
Vice President ......................................... Tom Bishop
Secretary ............................................. Jamie Higgins
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................... Gabriella Schlidt
Recreation Chair ................................... Denise Keller
Resource Development Chair ............... Debbie Dargis
River Protection Chair .............................. Don Kinser
Training Chair ...................................... Gina Johnson

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue, material
should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the deadline or
they MAY NOT be published in the next issue. To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com. The text of an
article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files. To submit material
via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII text file labeled with a
".txt" file extension, and include a printed copy (Disks returned only if requested). To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, GA 30066. All classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested.
Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted. Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions.
Thanks for your cooperation.
The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues. Periodicals postage
paid at Atlanta, GA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
READERS: Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label. Telephone 770.421.9729.
Copyright © 2006 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc. Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do
not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club. Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar
or obscene language, and to fit in allocated space. No substantive changes are made in any material published herein. Eddy Line material published
herein and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other
paddling organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA. Proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements herein
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
July
1 Hiwassee
2 Broad
2 Cartecay
6 Executive Committee Meeting
8 Ocoee Sampler (Note 1)
9 Etowah
13 Ocoee
15 Nantahala
15 Ocoee Sampler (Note 1)
16 Cartecay
16 Nantahala
22 Hiwassee (Note 2)
22 Nantahala
22 Ocoee Sampler (Note 1)
23 Nantahala
29 Leader's Choice

Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Brannen Proctor
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Connie Venuso
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Dick Hurd
Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA Vincent Payne
Class 3-4 Advanced
Jackie Pickett
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Dick Hurd
Class 3-4 Advanced
Allen Hedden
Class 2-3 Intermediate
John Hudgens
Class 3-4 Advanced
Jackie Pickett
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Matthew Crawford
Class 2-3 Intermediate
John Hudgens
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Vincent Payne
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Jack Taylor
Class 3-4 Advanced
Jackie Pickett
Class 2-3 Intermediate
John Scott
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Steve Reach

770.664.7384
404.633.8038
770.664.4770
770.834.8263
404.622.6825
770.664.4770
770.426.4318
706.675.0749
404.622.6825
770.573.3374
706.675.0749
770.834.8263
770.998.0350
404.622.6825
770.421.2451
404.579.3166

August
3 Executive Committee Meeting
4 Ocoee
6 Broad
12 Nantahala
13 Nantahala
25-27 Annual Chix Paddle (Note 1)

Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA Vincent Payne
Class 3-4 Advanced
Allen Hedden
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Connie Venuso
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Jack Taylor
Class 2-3 Intermediate
John Scott
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Joy Scott

770.834.8263
770.426.4318
404.633.8038
770.998.0350
770.421.2451
770.421.2451

September
7 Board of Directors Meeting

Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA Vincent Payne

770.834.8263

Note 1: Ocoee first-timers, Moonshoot to Goforth Creek, consecutive runs.
Note 2: Paddle With The Prez.
Note 3: Weekend overnighter, women only. Call early to reserve lodging. See article in this issue.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call the Cruise Master and Sign Up Now!!
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate
venue if the water levels and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get
a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic
and expanding skill levels.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call the Cruise Master, Steve Reach at 770.760.7357. As usual, we need trip coordinators
for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers,
so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: Wednesday evenings 6:00 PM 'til dark, May thru the end of Daylight Saving Time in October at Stone
Mountain Lake. See the announcement in this issue of The Eddy Line.
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GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member. All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636 to find out what is
available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or book
for postage and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome. (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:
Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA 30217
The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
I Said Left, Stupid: A Video Guide to the
Chattooga River (Sect. 2 & 3)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle: Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle: White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & beyond)
Play Daze
Retendo

Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
The Middle Fork of the Salmon River
(Idaho) — by Photographic Expeditions
Trailside: White Water Canoeing the
Chattooga River
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the
Streams of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Watershed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to Georgia
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Movement

breaking news items of interest to the paddling community, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gcalist@yahoogroups.com. If you want to receive any of
this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions. Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.
By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.

Announcements

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this
printing over 400 subscribers. Here's
how the list works:
By sending an email to "gcalist@yahoogroups.com"
you automatically reach all subscribers to the list with the
message. Only those subscribed to the list can send email
to the list.
To subscribe to the list, send an email to "gcalistsubscribe@yahoogroups.com". You will receive a verification that you are subscribed and a welcome message with
instructions on how to unsubscribe and various other
commands available through the service. Be sure to save
this information for future reference.
All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late
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Florida information (assorted)
Georgia Mountains
Godforsaken Sea: Racing the World’s Most
Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana: Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Washington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org. We are
continually adding information and links of value to paddlers. Send your ideas for updates to the GCA web
committee at gcaweb@gmail.com. Membership applications, GCA waivers and other forms for use by members
are posted on the site.
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Mail Failure Notices

Canoe Outfitting

Each month the Electronic Eddy Line receives numerous mail failure notices against members' email IDs. If
your email address comes back with a mail failure notice,
you will be deleted from the recipient list for the Electronic
Eddy Line until we get a request to be added back with a
current email address.
Also, if we get a number of mail failure notices
against an email ID on the GCA Email List, that ID is
automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software. It is
the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscription with the current email ID. Your cooperation is
appreciated — it makes less work for our all volunteer
staff.

Support Our GCA Supporters
The GCA web site now features a GCA Supporters
web page with links to the companies that support GCA
financially by advertising with us. Help out those who help
us out — patronize our financial supporters!!
Thanks!

Weekday Paddlers
Did you know that GCA has a list of paddlers available to paddle during the week? We now have 70+ entries
on the weekday paddlers list, including members who are
retired persons, those with variable or non-standard work
schedules, those availble to paddle weekdays when school
is out (students and teachers), and even those who have a
lot of vacation time to burn and want to take vacation days
for paddling. The list includes members who paddle
smooth water as well as all classes of white water.
If you would like to be included in the list, please call
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 and leave your name, phone
number, days of the week you are available to paddle, and

The Eddy Line

5

Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates
and more

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels, white water
& flat water, solo & tandem
Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com
class of water (flat, I thru V) that you are interested in
paddling. You will then receive an up-to-date copy of the
list. The list will be re-published quarterly (January,
April, July, October).
Updates are available by request through the GCA
phone line. If you received your copy of the list more than
3 months ago, you should request an updated copy. There
have been considerable changes to the list. To receive an
up-to-date copy, call the GCA phone line at 770.421.9729
and leave your name and address with a request for the
updated list.

Upcoming Events of Interest
July 5-9 — ACA White Water Open Canoe Down River
National Championships — Practice Day Down River &
Sprint (class I-III) Deerfield River at Zoar Gap,
Charlemont,MA., Charlie Brackett 603.585.7167 or
www.acanet.org.
July 8 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
31 mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Buford Dam to
Roswell Park, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
July 15 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
Moonlight Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Richard Grove:
regroveatl@adelphia .net.
July 25-29 — 2006 USACK Flat Water Sprint National
Championships — Lanier '96 Olympic Venue — site of the
1996 Olympic Games and Lanier Canoe 2003 ICF Flat
Water World Championships, Gainesville, GA, Connie
Hagler, 770.287.7888, conhagler@aol.com, http://
www.lckc.org/.
July 29 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
27 mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Medlock Bridge
to Paces Mill, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
August 12 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series —
The 24 Hour Paddle — "Paddle Mania" — Chattahoochee
River, Buford Dam to 24 Hours Later, Richard Grove:
regroveatl@adelphia .net.
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August 18-20 — ACA Open Canoe Slalom National Championships — U.S. National White Water Center, Charlotte, NC http://users.bestweb.net/~keech/oc-2006i.htm.
August 19 — Essentials of River Safety: Paddling Clinic
& Float on Terrapin Creek — Terrapin Creek Outdoor
Center, Piedmint, AL, http://epic.jsu.edu/lrcfs/august.htm.
August 26-27 — 8th Annual AWW Ohiopyle Over the
Falls Festival — Ohiopyle Falls Race — Youghiogheny
River, Ohiopyle, PA, www.americanwhitewater.org.
September 9 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series —
The Moonlight Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Richard
Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
September 9-10 — Tsali Challenge Triathlon — 3.5-mile
lake paddle, 4.5 mile trail run, 12-mile Mtn Bike at Tsali
Recreational Area, Bryson City, NC, 800.232.7238,
www.noc.com.
September 22-24 — Gauley River Festival — Summerville,
WV, www.americanwhitewater.org.
September 23-24 — 31st Annual Outdoorsman Triathlon,
swim 1-mile, run 4-mile, canoe 8-mile class II, Wesser,
NC, Kirk Havens 804.785.2107, kirk@vims.edu, Ed Sharp,
e.sharp@att.net, 540.752.5400.
September 29-30 — NOC 30 Hour Adventure Race —
Wesser, NC, USARA qualifier, 800.232.7238 x600,
www.noc.com, Kathy Allison x485.
September 30 — Mountain Island Challenge — Mountain
Island Lake, Charlotte, NC, Racing and Recreational
kayaks only, Contact Rick Garcia 704.588.8221,
rigarcia222@aol.com.
October 7 — Lumber River Challenge — Lumberton, NC,
10 miles for Rec Canoe & Kayak, 40-miles for USCA C-1,
C-2 and kayak, William McDuffie wlrmcduffie@
nctconnect.com, 910.948.3238.
October 27-29 — NOC Guest Appreciation Festival —
Nantahala River, Wesser, NC, 828.488.2176, www
.noc.com.
July 15-21, 2007 — Junior Wild Water World Championships — Saluda River, Columbia, SC (Classic Rice), Charlotte White Water Park (Sprint Race), John Pinyerd,
678.357.7843, email jpinyerd@cs.com.

GCA Trip Sign-up Guidelines
Some considerations to be made when signing up for
GCA trips and activities:
Be considerate of our trip coordinators (TCs). Avoid
calling late at night, or at the last minute, to sign up for a
club trip. Many of the more popular trips fill up very
quickly. Calling early in the week, or even earlier, helps
to ensure you get a spot on the trip and helps the TC to
make plans. We do not have an easy time getting people
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to coordinate trips, and these little annoyances help to
discourage the few we get from repeating their favor.
Please do not attempt to sign up for a trip via email.
Many potential trip participants may not be aware that
participation in club trips is not guaranteed. Two major
reasons for this are that trip sizes may be limited because
of many factors, and there is a de facto screening process
that takes place when someone calls to sign up for a club
trip. Boaters are allowed to participate in a club trip solely
at the discretion of the trip coordinator.
Trip size limitations may take place due to river
conditions, river characteristics, safety considerations,
governmental agency regulations, permit systems, parking availability at put-ins & take-outs, or trip coordinator
preference (not wanting to deal with the logistics of a 40
person trip). Again, we don't want to do anything to
discourage these TCs from repeating their favor, so try to
cooperate with these limitations.
For the same reasons, avoid just showing up for a club
trip without signing up with the trip coordinator. Calling
and leaving a voice mail message or sending an email does
not constitute signing up. TCs often do not get last minute
messages or emails before leaving for their trips. And if
the trip is already maxed out, you may get to the river and
not be able to go on the trip.
The screening process for potential trip participants
is a tool to help avoid putting TCs and other trip participants, and indeed the callers themselves, in the awkward
and often unsafe position of dealing with trip participants
who may unnecessarily get into trouble on a club trip.
Other than because of trips being full, TCs may decline to
have a caller participate in a trip and gently suggest that
perhaps she/he should consider not participating, or signing up for a trip of a lower difficulty level, if they suspect
that the caller may not have the necessary skills, experience, proper type of boat or outfitting, adequate paddling
or rescue equipment, proper protective clothing, or any
number of other things that may affect the caller's ability
If you hire a paddler to represent you...

RICHARD C. BELLOWS, P.C.
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 441
Gainesville, GA 30503
678-617-2546
rickbellows@bellsouth.net
… you’ll have something to talk about
during the boring parts.
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to participate in the trip without placing him- or herself in
an unsafe position. This avoids affecting the quality of the
trip experience for the TC and the other participants, as
well as not jeopardizing the safety of the screenee.
As a potential trip participant, if you find yourself
"screened out" of a trip, try to ascertain why, so you can
work toward remedying the conditions that cast doubts on
your ability to participate safely. Ask for suggestions that
may help you prepare for future trips of a particular
difficulty level.
As a trip coordinator, try to be honest but tactful
when screening potential participants for your trips.
Paddlers' egos bruise very easily — we are mostly a proud
and independent lot. If it comes down to it, though, a
bruised ego is better than a lost or broken boat, a severe
injury, or worse. And no one wants their ego to cause
problems for an entire group.
One thing that should NEVER be done — Don't sign
up for a trip and then invite / allow other people to come
with you on the trip. The correct protocol is to have the
other people individually contact the trip coordinator
directly to sign up for the trip. Again, we want to be
considerate of the TCs so they will continue to coordinate
trips, and "surprises" are not a good way to do this.
Lastly, please try to be on time at the designated
meeting place. The club has a 15 minute rule regarding
waiting for late-comers for any club event, so if you show
up late and miss the group, PLEASE don't get huffy with
the trip coordinator.
Your cooperation and understanding in adhering to
these guidelines are very much appreciated.

Chick Paddle Update
by Joy Scott
Hello GCA Chicks! I just want to send out an update
on the status of the Chick Paddle scheduled for the end of
August. I have both good news and bad news. I won't sugar
coat it, so here it is:
Good News: I think I can honestly say that in my
seven years of being a GCA member, I really don't remember such an incredible response to an event other than the
Gala / Extravaganza. We are still over two months away
from the event and the response has been incredible.
Bad News: My original lodging accommodations are
full. My choice was to close the trip or find a bigger place.
Good News: Mission accomplished! We have a bigger
place. If you have called me & I "put you on hold" regarding
the lodging, I will be getting with you soon to give you the
details and sign you up.
Bad News: We lost the hot tub in the switch.
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Let me help you find that perfect cabin in the northeast
Georgia mountains/western North Carolina area - one that you
can call your own and close to your favorite paddling spot!
Candace Lee
Georgia Carolina Premier Properties, Inc.
403 N. Main Street, Hiawassee, GA 30546
(706) 897-3637; candace@georgiacarolinarealty.com

Good News: We gained a wave pool and other
goodies!
While we now have a bigger place, if you are interested, please do not wait until the last minute. I actually
will not be surprised if this fills up, too. If that happens,
my choices get very limited.
As stated in the June Eddy Line, you may call me at
my home or cell. Trip participation is a first come, first
serve basis. If you are new to the club, this is a great way
to meet the girls! Those dates again are August 25-27.
I try to return all calls within 48 hours, but if I don't,
I apologize now. I may even play phone tag with you for
several weeks, which I'm doing now with one participant.
However, I will get with you. I am, after all, a paddler,
which means my priorities are a bit screwed up (Priority 1
— paddling, Priority 2 — paddling, Priority 3 — clean
smelly gear) and my weekends are usually on the river.
I hope to hear from all you Chicks!
Joy Scott
770.421.2451 (home)
770.367.2059 (cell)

"Members Only" Ad Rates
Available
Advertise your business in The Eddy Line at a special
rate! Beginning with the July issue, GCA members will be
able to purchase business card size ads in The Eddy Line
at "Members Only" rates substantially lower than the
rates for other advertisers. The "Members Only" ads may
be grouped together on a page, or may be scattered
throughout the newsletter, depending on how the layout
works each month and how many ads appear. Ads are not
limited to paddling related products and services, but will
be subject to the usual standards of appropriateness. The
discounted ads are subject to "space available" on a first
come basis.
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"Members Only" ad rates for business card size ads
will be $90 for 12 months, $60 for six months, $36 for three
months. The current rates for ads by non-members are
$125/$90/$50. Ads will appear in both the online and print
versions of The Eddy Line. Advertisers can submit new ad
copy each month, run the same ad for the entire term, or
anything in between. Advertisers are responsible for
timely providing camera-ready ad copy for their ads,
either on paper or in a digital format (.jpg, .tif, .eps, or .pdf
files usually work). We can also scan your current business card (color or B/W) if it is a clear enough print to
reproduce well. Standard size for card size ads is 2" H by
3-1/2" W.
For further information, contact Editor Allen Hedden
at 770.426.4318, gacanoe@mindspring.com, or Advertising Manager Rick Bellows at 678.617.2546, rickbellows@
bellsouth.net.

skills for more advanced white water.
Participants should have completed an intermediate
level paddling clinic or equivalent; kayakers should have
a 100% flat water roll and a 50% reliable combat roll in
class II-III rapids. Be prepared for a workout; multiple
consecutive runs on the falls and manual portages back to
the top will require some physical conditioning.
Clinic Coordinator is Louie Bolanger, 404.373.2907,
email louis.bolanger@ece.gatech.edu. See the Training
Flyer in this issue of The Eddy Line.

Tuckaseigee Tune-up Clinic

Nantahala Falls Kayaking

Hi Everyone! We are holding a one day clinic for
canoeists and kayakers on July 29th. The morning will be
spent at Lake Fontana working on strokes and the afternoon will be spend running the Tuck and working on
maneuvers. Cost is $35 and includes the ACA insurance.
Please let me know if this is of interest. Thank you, Gina
Johnson 404.512.0832.

A Nantahala Falls Kayaking Clinic is scheduled for
September 16-17. Nantahala Falls is the benchmark class
III rapid in the southeast. This 2-day intensive will give
intermediate boaters a great opportunity to hone their

Overheard On The River:
"I don't drink any more. Maybe that's the problem."
- Shari Heinz, 04/26/06
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Welcome New Members — Directory Additions
The following is a list of all members who have joined the club since the last update. We will try to include this
information on an on-going basis so you can add new members to your Directory. New members are the life blood and
the future of the club. Thank you for joining us!!
Brubaker, Christine
PO Box 800327
Toccoa GA 30598
H: 706-491-1627
O: 706-491-8064
Email: boushkanaka@gmail.com
Email: ebrubaker@gmail.com
Gregory, Larry & Tim
307 Seth Way
Acworth GA 30102
H: 678-574-0204
O: 678-795-4462
O: 404-217-4998
Email: larryadjuster@yahoo.com
Latham, L. Brooke
4148 Rogers Creek Court
Duluth GA 30096
H: 678-473-4564
O: 404-310-5880
Email: blatham77@yahoo.com
Email: brooke.latham@eds.com

McGraw, Sam & Jacqueline
511 First Ave. Apt 505
Columbus GA 31901
H: 706-594-0328
O: 706-882-7155
Pogue, Allen
189 Laferry Lane
Ringgold, GA 30736
H: 706-937-9032
O: 423-580-0737
O: 423-778-5504
Email: rapogue@catt.com
Email: rap9702@yahoo.com

Vinnacombe, Karla R.
3135 Robinson Ave
Scottdale GA 30079
H: 404-508-6854
O: 404-993-6984
O: 404-237-6464
Email: krvinn@earthlink.net
Wennersten, Craig
513 Cheyenne Ave
Athens, GA 30601
H: 706-296-9677
Email: walkinhome@yahoo.com

Stearns, James E. & Carolyn V.
3221 Chadwick Court
Conyers GA 30013
H: 770-929-3940
O: 770-595-7924
Email: jamesstearns@bellsouth.net
Email: cvstearns@bellsouth.net

The Alliance has been providing
regional leadership and education since
1998 with an emphasis on water quality and non-point source pollution. A
variety of educational outreach programs target students, homeowners,
by Glenn McAllister
developers and local decision makers.
www.etowahriver.org
The Adopt-A-Stream program teaches
Would you like to stay informed of
volunteers to monitor stream quality
issues affecting the Upper Etowah River
Conservation Corner
and submit reports to state officials. In
Watershed and efforts underway to help
addition, the Alliance works with landprotect the Etowah River? The Upper
owners to help fund Best Management Practices projects
Etowah River Alliance offers a free membership that
allowing for on the ground educational opportunities while
includes a free e-newsletter. Become a member by visiting
addressing actual pollution problems.
www.etowahriver.org or call the UERA office at 706.779
The Upper Etowah River Basin encompasses 610
.5756.

Upper Etowah River
Alliance Offers Free
Membership

The Eddy Line
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square miles and includes parts of Lumpkin, Dawson,
Pickens, Forsyth and Cherokee Counties. Although not
known for thrilling white water, the Etowah River provides paddlers with numerous opportunities to relax and
enjoy its natural beauty. Over 200 paddlers signed-up for
Paddle Georgia 2006, a week-long, 120 mile Etowah River
trek from Dawsonville to Rome June 24 - 30. Most other
times a paddle through the Dawson Forest or other sections allows you to possibly have the river to yourself so you
can really take in the surrounding wildlife.

The Etowah Watershed is biologically one of the
richest river systems in the world with 76 native fish
species. It is also one of the most imperiled river basins,
primarily due to harmful land use practices and development pressures. Of course, the human species also depends on the Etowah River for clean drinking water, so the
work of the Upper Etowah River Alliance is vitally important. Take a moment to visit the web site and consider
becoming a member. The welcome mat is always open to
the paddling community.
not more then a class 3 rapid, and I might not be found on
the lake. BUT it was a learning experience for me and now
I know how to get into my boat when I fall out.
The location of the class was just perfect, a church
with an outdoor chapel that was close to the put-in. Gina
and Haynes Johnson, along with Joan Hutton, were the
trainers. After covering basics on boat design and paddles
and safety equipment and lunch, the boats went into the
water. The group was a combination of open and decked
boaters, so we broke up into two groups.
Because of the wind in the cove and the wakes from
the power boats that were in the area, we were kept close

River Hazards
New Deadfall on Upper Toccoa
A group of us did the Upper
Toccoa Sunday, 05/29, and found a
new (leaves still green) river-wide
deadfall about a half mile down river
of the swinging bridge and Margret
Drifts. The red oak fell from the left
bank and the only way under it is right at the left bank.
Canoes had about 6" of room over ducked heads at Sunday's
low level, about 360 cfs. If we ever get any more rain and
a higher level, the portage around tree on the left bank
appeared to be fairly easy.
- Rick Bellows

Flat Water Safety Class — June 3
by Shari Heinz
If you are new to paddling, or have been a paddler for
years, this is still a class that you might want to take. If
you have no idea how to get into your boat in deep water,
then you really need to take this class.
I am a river runner that does more than flat water but

Haynes, Gina and Joan — trainers for the day.
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Located in Murphy NC we are only minutes from the Ocoee and Nantahala rivers. We offer a wide range of properties including cabins, homes, lots, and large
tracts of land. Whether you are looking for a second home, investment property,
or to relocate, give me a call and together we'll find your mountain getaway.

Call Brad Waggoner
Associate Broker

McNabb Properties
www.mcnabbproperties.com
3090 Highway 64 West Murphy NC 28906
828-837-6611 or 828-361-1038 email bwaggoner@webworkz.com
to shore. Each of us swamped our boats and then got back
into them. I will say I am a little sore and bruised for my
efforts, but I am a better boater for that work.
We each owe it to ourselves to know how to be safe on
the water we choose to paddle. Enjoy the waters you
choose. A little knowledge can go a long way.

Barbara and Mike — how to carry a kayak.
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simple pulley system to increase the mechanical advantage of the pull.
These pull systems are commonly known as the Zdrag, named for their appearance when intact: a Z. One
can easily gain a 2:1, 3:1, 4:1, or even greater mechanical
advantage over an "immovable" object. The most commonly used Z-drag (3:1) requires only a few pieces of rescue
equipment: a rescue rope and two carabiners, although two
prussic loops and a 10" section of 1" tubular nylon webbing
makes it easier still.
In its simplest form, the 3:1 Z-drag involves tying one
end of the rescue rope to the static object (point A). Use a
good, strong knot, such as a bowline. An anchoring point

Training / Instruction

The Z-Drag — A More Powerful
Pull
by Fred J. Matthews
Ever broached a boat on the river and found you just
couldn't budge it? It's not surprising -- the force exerted on
an open canoe in a mild current can easily equal that of a
thousand pounds or more. A group of two or three boaters
may not be able to "muscle" a boat loose. The educated
rescue person, however, may take advantage of a rather
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(B) must be located, around which either a second rescue
rope, or the nylon webbing must be secured. The rope
should then be passed through a carabiner at point B
(pulley 1); this is termed point C in Figure 1. From here the
running end is taken back towards the anchoring position
and the fun begins. Pull the rope from its running end

(point D) and your Z-drag will begin to work.
The 3:1 mechanical advantage of this Z-drag system
means that one person can pull an object as easily as three
people could on a simple straight taut line. As a result of
the system, however, for every 3 feet that the running end
moves, the static end moves only one foot.
More often than not, the knotted section (C) is moved
up to the carabiner at the anchoring point (B) before the
boat becomes dislodged. If a double figure eight knot was
used to attach the carabiner, then a new knotted point C
would be necessary to continue the Z-drag action. A series
of double figure eight knots can be tied or added as needed,
however, these knots lead to two problems:
1. It will become necessary to pass the knot through the
carabiner while under tension (not very easy).
2. Any knot in a rope, even a double figure eight, weakens
the rope considerably.
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A relatively simple solution to the double figure eight
knot-problem is the use of a prussic loop. Many boaters
now-a-days wear a pair of prussic loops around their
waists. When connected with a pair of carabiners, these
make up the majority of equipment needed for the Z-drag.
When double-looped around a line (Figure 2), the C in the
Z-drag as shown in Figure 3, is easily moved laterally along
the line when the tension is released (such as when point
C reaches point B).
This is where the second prussic, the "brake" prussic,
comes in handy. While moving the "traveling" prussic back
down towards the static end, the "brake" prussic holds the
taut line between points A and B. Likewise, when the
"traveling" prussic is locked in and pulling, the "brake"
prussic can be slid down the taut line to prevent its passing
through the first (anchor) carabiner.
The mechanical advantage of this particular Z-drag is
theoretically 3:1, but friction of the rope on the carabiners
decreases it somewhat. Of course, rescue pulleys will
decrease the friction and increase your mechanical advantage, but at a price of about $20.00 each, it becomes an

expensive advantage. This is where the 6:1, 9:1, and 27:1
Z-drag may come to "your rescue". But beware, you may
pull a boat apart before dislodging it; sometimes, simply
pulling with less power from another angle may be the key.
- From "The Watershed" — newsletter of the Tennessee
Scenic Rivers Association.

The American Whitewater Accident
Database already has 23 incidents
listed for 2006, 17 of them involving
fatalities, and a total of 22 fatalities. To
borrow from an old TV series, "Be
Careful Out There."
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River Access

What News from Cullowhee
A summary of American Whitewater activities and
issues of interest to paddlers in Georgia and the
Southeast
by Rick Bellows
American Whitewater (AW) is a nationwide organization
headquartered in nearby Cullowhee, NC and dedicated to
its mission "to conserve and restore America's white water
resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them
safely." To that end, AW (of which GCA is an Affiliate
Club) represents the issues of white water paddlers in a
variety of activities and issues. This (hopefully) monthly
article will summarize AW activities and issues of particular interest to paddlers in Georgia and the Southeast.
Chattooga Litigation
Most of the news this month is on the legal front.
Most importantly, AW (along with GCA, Atlanta
Whitewater Club, American Canoe Association, Western
Carolina Paddlers, Foothills Paddling Club and three
individuals) has filed suit against the U.S. Forest Service
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to end the thirty year old ban on paddling of the headwaters of the Chattooga River, commonly known as Sections
1, 0 and 00. The suit, which follows more than a decade of
efforts by AW to end the ban, contends that it violates the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and other federal laws. The
suit was filed May 18 in U.S. District Court in Gainesville.
In 2004, when the plan for use of the Chattooga River
was reconsidered, the folks at Sumter National Forest
decided to continue the boating ban on the headwaters.
AW appealed in April, 2004 and, in April, 2005, the Chief
of the Forest Service agreed no basis had been provided to
justify continuing the ban and instructed Sumter National
Forest to perform a user capacity analysis of the headwaters and reconsider the ban based on the results of that
analysis. After some delays and some public meetings,
Sumter National Forest decided to study the effects of
boating without actually allowing the boating, prompting
the lawsuit.
Because the Chattooga litigation is so important, AW
has created a special link on its website
(www.americanwhitewater.org), including a history of the
ban and attempts to end it, newspaper coverage of the
lawsuit and the ban issue and pictures from Sections 1, 0
and 00. Go to the website and click on the picture of the
Chattooga on screen right, or directly to
www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Wiki/aw:chattooga.
Hydropower Dams Litigation
The other legal news this month is the unanimous
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court that, because operation of a hydroelectric dam "may result in any discharge
into the navigable waters" of the country, such dams are
subject to the approval process required by Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act in order to be re-licensed. The relicensing procedure includes a requirement for certification by the appropriate state agency (in Georgia, the
Environmental Protection Division of the Department of
Natural Resources) that dam operators have taken reasonable steps to minimize environmental effects of the dams.
That requirement has been used by AW and others to,
among other things, require recreational releases on rivers
like the Ocoee, the Tuckaseigee and the Tallulah.
The case, S.D. Warren Co. v. Maine Board of Environmental Protection, was decided May 15. AW, GCA and
many other organizations joined in an amicus curiae
("friend of the court") supporting the Board of Environmental Protection and that brief was cited by the Court as
one of the bases for its decision. The AW article on the case
is at www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Article/display/
articleid/1794/display/full.
Cheoah Access
The suit against the Forest Service over access to the
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Chattooga is unusual: normally, AW works closely with
the USFS and other agencies to gain access to rivers. A
great example is North Carolina's Cheoah, which was
opened to paddlers this past fall after a five year effort by
AW and is now in the midst of its first full year of access.
This great class III-IV big water run is located at
Robbinsville, North Carolina, near the Tennessee border.
The release schedule is on the AW website.
Potomac Efforts
Those who think of the Potomac as a wide, flat tidal
pool where non-typing secretaries of Congressmen swim
are missing the most fun part of the river. Not far
upstream of the Capitol Beltway, the Potomac is a white
water wonderland with rapids for every skill level, up to
and including class V+ Great Falls.
Along with many others, AW National Stewardship
Director Kevin Colburn has formed the Great Falls Kayak
Coalition to help coordinate management of the river by
the many federal, state and local agencies involved with it.
The ultimate goal is to make sure the Potomac remains the
accessible white water wonderland that it is.
AW is also helping sponsor the 2006 Potomac White
Water Festival on July 15-16. More information on the
festival is available at www.potomacfest.com, or see the
article at www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Article/
display/articleid/1809/display/full.
Stream Gauge Pages
Even if you're not a member, AW can still be a
valuable resource for your paddling trips. One example is
the Georgia Stream Gauge Page, which lists many of the
rivers and streams (or parts of them: there are, for ex-

Middle Ocoee Weekday
Trip
by Allen Hedden
Monday, June 5. This was the season's
first of the three Ocoee weekday GCA trips I
try to coordinate each year. The weather was
great, the water level was in the "normal"
range, and the water temp was good for early
June.
I had considered discontinuing these
trips after last year because the turn-out was low enough
to make it almost not worthwhile. But I decided to give it
another season and see how it went. Well.... I got 15 signups, all fifteen showed up at the put-in, but one had to leave
before we embarked due to an unexpected business call on
his cell phone. I think it pays to turn off your cell phone at
certain times.
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ample, two separate listings for the Toccoa, five for the
Chattooga and eight for the Chattahoochee). The page
gives you a recent depth or flow measurement for many of
the rivers, and you can click on that measurement to
review the gauge information first hand. You can also click
on the name of a run (or "reach," as AW calls them) to read
what AW has to say about it.
To reach the Stream Gauge Page, go to
www.americanwhitewater.org, then click on "River Tools."
This will get you a US map: just click on a state to see the
list for that state.

AW Publishes Southeastern
River Stewardship Report
by Kevin Colburn
June 6, 2006. American Whitewater has recently
completed a report that summarizes the past decade of our
river stewardship efforts in the Southeast. The report
shares the results of AW staff and volunteers tackling
complex dam relicensing processes, networking with regional partners, and encouraging river based activism
within the paddling community. We encourage everyone
that enjoys southeastern rivers to download the report and
learn more about our incredible decade in the southeast.
The AW Southeastern River Stewardship Report can
be downloaded from the AW web site at: http://
www.americanwhitewater.org/resources/repository/
2005_Southeastern%2520Report.pdf.
- From the American Whitewater web site.
So the trip began with 14 boaters. I
mention this because somehow my Ocoee
trips never end with the same number of
boaters they start with. I don't really LOSE
people, stuff just happens. Most of us put in
at the ramp, but two people decided to join us
at the old raft put-in below Grumpy and
another would be meeting us at Double Suck.
So in the beginning we were 11, but quickly
became 13, then soon 14. I'll get into the
attrition part later.
I had heard through the rumor mill
that the big land slide above the put-in last fall had washed
a lot of debris into Grumpy, altering the ledge in such a
manner that you now could run it virtually anywhere
without fear of getting stuck for an interminable surf or
recirculation. I didn't mention this to any of the participants because it was strictly rumor until I could see it for
myself, and I didn't want to give anyone a false sense of
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security. I figured I would check it out on my way down
following the left side route I usually take.
Long story short, Grumpy didn't look much different
to me from inspecting it on the fly from the left side, or from
the eddy just below it. I'll leave it to someone braver or
more foolish than me to take the middle line and test out
the theory. I'll even set a rope for anyone who wants to try
it. Some of the water above Grumpy did seem a little
different — some of the waves seemed a bit smaller, as did
a couple of the eddies, but nothing really striking.
Two of our crew were Ocoee first timers, but very solid
paddlers, and one was returning after a long hiatus caused
by illness. The rest of us were relatively seasoned Ocoee
boaters, so I didn't expect a lot of carnage on the trip.
From above Broken Nose I asked one of the more
experienced boaters to run ahead and set up rope safety on
the island where he could cover both the right and left side
runs, as there were people who were favoring each of the
routes. I also assigned someone to lead the way down the
right, and I led down the left.
Events unfolded, as events sometimes do, in a rather
unexpected manner. There were suddenly three boaters in
the water on the right side route, and only one safety rope
person.
Fortune smiled that day and Broken Nose was kind
enough to surf one swimmer with boat into the eddy on
river right just below the second ledge-hole. Another
boater took the rope throw and was pulled onto the island
without boat — the boat was recovered below and a helpful
open boater from our group gave the swimmer a ride down
to the wayward boat. The third swimmer made it to the
island on his own and his boat cooperated by following him
very closely to a point where the rope thrower was able to
grab the boat as it went by.
The rest of the trip was not uneventful. There were
some other out-of-boat experiences, and some really good
combat rolls by kayaks and open boats, but no more

simultaneous choreographed swims.
We had scheduled lunch at Double Trouble, but once
again the fates interfered with our plans. Everyone made
the run through Double Trouble OK, but one boater had a
swim ferrying across to river right where everyone was
unpacking lunches and getting ready to eat. A couple of
others who were still in their boats went after the swimmer
and boat, but by the time they got them over, they were too
far down to comfortably work their way back up to where
the rest of the group was eating. And since I had lunches
for the three of them in my dry bag, I opted to paddle on
down and join the swimmer and rescuers for lunch. Everyone else stayed at Double Trouble for lunch.
After lunch, one of the group who was having a less
than stellar day decided to take off at Go Forth, and two
others decided to leave the group and paddle the rest of the
way to the take-out on their own, because things were
going pretty slowly and they had other things going on
early in the evening.
So then we were back to 11 boaters, the same number
who put on at the ramp, but down from the maximum of 14
at lunch. The math was beginning to be almost as much of
a challenge as the river.
The rest of the run was relatively uneventful. At the
take-out everyone was reunited with their vehicles, loaded
up and we were on our way. I was thankful to have
survived the challenges of keeping track of how many trip
participants we had on the trip at any given time.
Thanks to all those who participated — Mike
McDonough, Jackie Pickett, Tom Keller, Donna Tawzer
and Andrew Little in K-1; Gabriella Schlidt, Barry Smith,
Mike McGinnis, Edward Stockman, Dave Vezzetti, Dorothy Vezzetti, Warren Little, Wade Lucas and myself in
OC-1. Thanks to all those who ran lead, who ran sweep,
and especially those who helped with safety and rescue,
and to those who helped with the shuttle. I'm looking
forward to the July weekday run!!
ing them. Making a foamie can be fun and you can create
a whole line of kayakers that are ready to do your will.
Why is boating with foamies fun you ask? The joy of
knowing that the boat you made yourself does the trick in
the hole or the falls. Giving a boat their own character or
going on adventures finding foamie
creeks. You can make your own hole for
your foamie by putting rocks together
and watching your foamie in action.
To make foamies, just take a block
of foam or wood and start carving away
into the kayak shape you want. Foam is
the easiest material to shape. Dragon

Foamies and Kids
by Jason Craig
fun1kayakking@yahoo.com
Making foamies is a fun way to spend time. It helps
parents and kids gain an appreciation
and an added understanding for the sport
of kayaking. Foamies are mini-kayakers
made out of wood and foam. Sending
them down a little steep creek or playing
with them in a stream's hole, foamies can
do the same tricks or boating a real
kayaker can. So you can learn by watch-
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skin and sandpaper work the best for shaping. Seal in
plastic or wax to keep the wood/foam dry.
The point of foamies is for the fun and joy of kayaking.

They are awesome toys.
- From "Paddle Talk" — newsletter of the Conewago Canoe
Club, York, PA.

Etowah River Run — Castleberry
to Hwy 9
by Shari Heinz
A slow moving Etowah river trip was run by me and
a fellow boater on Sunday, June 4. With water levels low,
the section just below the put-in at Castleberry Road was
very rocky and there were no good lines that you could
follow. The put-in is also a favorite location for locals in the
area to swim and party so — note you might want to leave
a person to stay with your gear when you run your shuttles.
This area is also littered with bottle and cans, as is the
section of the river just below the bridge.
The section of the Etowah from Castleberry to Hwy
9 is very rural with only a few homes on the river. The run
is about 9 miles and this day it took us about 7 hours with
a few breaks for lunch and scouting. There are a lot of
deadfalls in the river on the section above the tunnel. At
the first island, river left is blocked first by a small pine
that extends across 3/4 of the entrance, but about 100 feet
further downstream there is a full blockage with no way to
pass except to portage around it. The only clear run at the
island is on river right. Here the river is also just pools and
drops — there are a few drops that need to be scouted as
the deadfalls and debris have created walls that jut out
from the shore. With no straight runs, you need to move
your boat from right to left to avoid running into them.
In the deep water sections, the deadfalls hide below
the water line and if you are out of your boat in these areas
you need to be careful not to get tangled.
This part of the river is also famous for the tunnel

A boater's eye view of the Etowah deadfall.
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The full blockage at the island river left on the Etowah.
that was cut into the rock bed on river left about 3.5 miles,
according to the guides, below the put-in. The tunnel is
runnable. But there are rules that need to be followed:
Never do it alone. Make sure, at the least, that one of your
boating party has knowledge of the tunnel. Scout the
entrance before you cross that invisible line of no return.
You need to look to see if there is light at the end of that
tunnel — no light, no run. Debris can be caught in there.
Now when I was told about the tunnel — I envisioned
a concrete hole, a circle in the side of a hill with a clean cut.
Well that is not it. This is a hole chiseled out of stone and
rock without smooth walls. This is a tunnel that is dark —
the only light is what filters in from the opening. About 1/
3 of the way into the tunnel there is a class 2 drop where
the drilling crews did not meet — this is where the noise is
the loudest, and since you can only hear the water and you
can not see to judge the drop, you need to stay low in your
boat, brace with your paddle and keep the bow pointed
toward the light.
After that drop, the rest of the way is just bumps and
a strong flow out. At the opening back into the world the
current will pull you out and towards the main river. You
see, I know this as I took the tunnel. My boating partner
for that day paddled quickly around the hill and was
waiting for me at the other end. His job was to retrieve any
gear, boat and me if I swamped or to take a picture of me
if I emerged still in my boat. The dry bag with the camera
was loaded into his boat before we parted. In all the
excitement, the low water level, him having to push his
boat through the shallow area and for his part, rushing
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down was nice. There were a few homes and very little
noise from the world beyond the river. Our next concern
became the take-out.
The bridge area at the take-out is a steep climb up the
bank over rocks on river left and up a steeper climb on river
right with a long carry to the loading area. This posed a
small problem for me, as my boat with the extra items I
picked up on the trip, made pulling it up the rocks tough.
(NOTE TO SELF — empty the rocks out before you haul
the boat up.) After we accomplished this, we scouted the
river down stream and found an area with no rocks, a little
less of an incline, but more mud.
It was a long day, there was plenty of shade on the
river, the daytime temps were comfortable, the wind and
rains held off until we were back at the put-in and both
boats on the cars and we were heading home. The run was
wonderful. With each trip I make on a local river, I begin
to appreciate the area more and more. This is home for me.
So if anyone wants to run this section of the Etowah,
extend an invite.

down river to get to the egress before I did, the camera was
left in his boat, so the only proof of my virgin trip is our
word.
The rest of the river trip was a lot of picking our way
through the bank to bank strainers and tree falls. Within
1 mile past the tunnel exit there were three major tree falls
that had two to three trees spanning the river, limbs in the
water partially blocking the river. On the first, river left
was the only passage and then you had about 20 feet to get
to river right to get under the next tree fall. These are all
fairly new. With the low water levels these were all
passable but if levels rise about 6 inches two of the three
might not be.
It looks like no one has cleared any part of this other
then breaking off the very ends of the branches. Once past
this area, the last major tree is in the water. This is an old
obstacle and we had to push the boats over it, as it was out
of the water and dry, the banks were too steep to portage,
water depth was only mid calf, so moving the boats over it
was the easiest way. The rest of the run from that area

Where Go the Boats?

Keith's Tailwalker

Dark brown is the river.
Golden is the sand.
It flows along for ever,
With trees on either hand.
Green leaves a-floating,
Castles of the foam,
Boats of mine a-boating —
Where will all come home?
On goes the river
And out past the mill,
Away down the valley,
Away down the hill.
Away down the river,
A hundred miles or more,
Other little children
Shall bring my boats ashore.
- Robert Louis Stevenson, (1850-1894). A
Child's Garden of Verses and Underwoods.
1913.
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The Hobbit
Escalation: The Downside of Becoming a Better
Boater!!
Mr. Hobbit,
I have some reservations at where I find myself in my
boating career and want to do progressively more difficult
rivers.
- Train-Wreck-Dwaine
Well, Well, Mr. Train-Wreck-Dwaine,
You, sir, are where some people find themselves;
wanting to escalate the difficulty of what they paddle so as
to do different rivers and become a better boater. Understand there are three types of boaters.
1- Those who are better than they give themselves credit
and boat that which is below their ability.
2- Those who consider themselves much, much better than
they actually are, thus boating water well above the
requisite skill level.
3- And finally (the rarest of boaters), that rare breed that
boats that which is within their skill range and ratchets up
to the next level when the time is right.
These last rare breeds are identified by a bomb-proof
roll, genuine humility in their boating ability, and a stone
cold determination to move to the next level when it is
obvious to themselves and others that they are ready. Now
let's be realistic, whatever of these three categories one
finds one's self in, there are some things that come with
escalation:

Night Walk
by Ted Gearing
I awoke, hours before dawn, thinking that my name
had been called and crawled from my nest into the night.
Heard sleepers dreaming — not far away. Saw stars —
some falling. Others waiting their turn to fly across the
sky.
I walked barefooted across the pebbles — cool, moist
pebbles of the night — aware of their every movement and
accompanying sound beneath my weight. Tried to be
quiet. Sat down. Listened.
Across the river, in a place that I could not see in the
darkness, water seeped between layers of sediment.
Dripped into the river. Made music like wind chimes, but
softer.
The reflection of the night sky shivered as a breeze
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When you do harder rivers, or your normal runs at
higher water, you increase your risks. Specifically, you
have to be all right with these realistic eventualities: first
swims, and second injuries. Injuries are the biggest
contributing factor to the attrition rate in paddling sports
and thay are most prevalent in the more difficult runs
where people are paddling waters they should not "yet" be
on, and the odds catch up with them.
On the other hand, if the third type mentioned boater
who has bomb proofed their roll, is realistic in their skill
assessment and decides to move to more difficult water
(WHATEVER THAT MAY BE) has a swim or sustains an
injury doing water of the next level of difficulty, it should
not deter them in the least, as they have accepted the
responsibility of boating tougher water, which comes with
this downside.
Accepting responsibility for your actions in boating as
well as life leads to growth, but growth does not come
without a price. If you accept that price, are realistic in
your skill assessment, find good leads down more difficult
water, you will grow as a boater, remain in the sport, and
later in your career (if you are not selfish and self centered)
will foster fledgling boaters to the same proper path of love
and longevity of paddle sports.
This positive path, when chosen, benefits you as well
as the sport in the long run, and after all, are we here for
a few years to conquer the sport or to be fixtures in the
paddling community within the southeast? I know my
answer, do you???? ;-)
- Hobbit :)
- From the newsletter of the Foothills Paddling Club,
Greenville, SC.
brushed across the water. I, too, shivered as the breeze
touched my skin.
A stone, grown too hot in the forgotten embers of a
campfire, popped — let me know that it was time to leave.
I returned to a deeper sleep and awoke, too soon, to the
morning light.
- From "The Ozark Paddler" — newsletter of the Ozark
Mountain Paddlers.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to duespaid GCA members. Business-related and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com. PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR SALE - Canoes & Kayak. Mad
River Outrage $550 FIRM. Dagger
Genesis $650 FIRM. Both in Very
good condition and fully outfitted.
Wave Sport EZ $350 OBO. In good
condition. Call Mike @ 404.680.3508
or email mcollins@genwash.com.
FOR SALE - Inflatable kayak, Aire
"Force" with pump. Specs on web site
at aire.com. Paddled two seasons -
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good condition. New $1299 - asking
$850. Contact Don or Donna @ 423
.894.7624 (Chattanooga) or email
dontaw@bellsouth.net.
FOR SALE - Kayak. Red and White
Medieval by Dagger. According to
the Dagger product profile, it rates as
being good for an intermediate paddler from 140 to 220 pounds. Length
7' 11", weight 42 pounds, volume 52
gallons. In good shape. $350. 404.255
.0368.
FOR SALE - Canoe saddle. Triple
saddle by Mohawk, 60" long with 3
thigh retainers, Yakima foot braces,
new, removed from a canoe that has
never been used. This type saddle
has been discontinued and is no longer
available. I will also be including
paperwork for installing. Cost over
$400, selling for $325. 404.255.0368.
FOR SALE - Sit-On-Top and Canoe.
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Perception Caster 12.5 sit on top fishing kayak (with a rudder). Tricked
out, ready to fish and in excellent
condition. $625 obo. Mohawk XL-13
in good condition, fore and aft floatation and Perception saddle. $800.
Serious inquiries please phone Vince
@ 404.374.8660, general information
please e-mail me @ vzap@charter.net.
WANTED - Pontoon boat (by GCA
fundraising) or other craft suitable
for carrying/towing boats and boaters
from below the last rapid to the takeout during Tallulah releases the first
three weekends of November. Please
contact Rick Bellows, 678.617.2546
or rickbellows@bellsouth.net.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need members
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, etc. Call 770.421.
9729, leave a message.
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2006 GCA INSTRUCTION SCHEDULE & CLINIC INFORMATION
Clinics will be taught by ACA-certified instructors and qualified assistants. In order to provide individual attention, the maximum
student-to-instructor ratio is 4:1. Space is limited.
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
BASIC WHITE WATER SAFETY
This is not a Swift Water Rescue course, but rather a one-day
safety course focusing on the skills needed to immediately effect
a rescue after an incident has occurred. It follows the American
Canoe Association's Basic White Water Safety curriculum and is
a full day of learning and practicing simple safety concepts and
rescue techniques. The morning is demonstration and landbased exercises including throw ropes. The afternoon is waterbased exercises including self-rescue, rescue of others, and
retrieval of boats and gear. If you've never taken a river safety
course, or haven't taken one recently, this is an excellent first
course or refresher course. The only prerequisite skills are basic
paddling techniques such as those learned in a beginning paddling course.
ADVANCED SWIFT WATER RESCUE
OBJECTIVES: To teach effective skills for white water rescue,
including self rescue techniques, rope handling skills, and approaches for dealing with boat pinning and entrapment. Special
attention is given to teaching simple, effective skills that make
good use of the limited gear that white water paddlers can carry.
PREREQUISITES: All paddle craft are welcome. Students should
be intermediate white water paddlers, capable of ferrying and
catching eddies in class II white water. They should be in good
physical condition, with strong swimming skills and no fear of
going underwater. Students should dress for swimming and
prolonged immersion. All appropriate personal river gear, plus a
throw rope, two carabiners, and 15 feet of 1 inch tubular webbing,
should be brought to class. The above are excerpts from the ACA
outline http://www.acanet.org/pdf/adv-rescue-6-18.pdf
DUCKY DAY / BEGINNING WHITE WATER RECREATIONAL
KAYAK:
This is primarily for 'other' kayaks that are suitable for class II white
water (not based on an uninformed sales person). These are ones
that are neither shorter white water kayaks with skirts nor longer
sea kayaks with rudders or skegs. This class is intended for
sturdier inflatable rubber kayaks and white water sit on tops (such
as Torrents). Some don't know they have boats in this category
until they call for white water or sea kayak classes. Ducky day is
not appropriate for flat water touring kayaks (wider kayaks with
skirts such as Swifty and Acadia models). The course will follow
the format of the American Canoe Association 'basic river kayak'
course. See http://www.acanet.org/sei-river-kayak.htm
SEA KAYAK
These courses are for longer narrow kayaks with rudders or skegs.
The beginner class is two days of basic strokes, maneuvers, and
rescue skills. One day is on quiet water, the second is in mild surf.
The level of instruction will be geared to the skill level of the
participants. For more information see http://webpages.charter.net/
cramersec/skflyer.html and http://www.acanet.org/sei-coastalkayak.htm
BEGINNING FLAT/MOVING WATER CANOE:
For people who have never had a boat on moving water or want
to improve their skills in a basic course. This is also for canoes
that are not suitable for white water or those who want an easier
class. Saturday flat water session emphasizing strokes, safety,
self-rescues. Sunday session on moving water river. For more

information see the ACA 'basic river canoe' outline at http://
www.acanet.org/sei-river-canoe.htm
BEGINNING YOUTH WHITE WATER:
For younger paddlers 8 to 14 years old who are either just
starting out in white water or have paddled before but are still
at the novice level. This is a one-day class with a morning lake
session followed by an afternoon river session at a difficulty
level well within the experience and capabilities of the participants.
BEGINNING WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
For people who have minimal experience on moving water and/or
have not had recent instruction. Three-hour evening classroom
session with videos and lectures covering equipment, safety, river
features and paddling techniques for tandem and solo boaters.
Full day Saturday flat water session emphasizing strokes, safety,
self-rescues. Full day Sunday session on moving water river. You
must attend both the dry and flat water sessions to participate in
the white water river portion of the course.
TRAINED BEGINNER WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Participants should have had fairly recent beginner level instruction and at least 5 days of white water experience after the
instruction. Participants should be able to do basic maneuvers on
class II rivers (eddy turns, peel outs & ferries). Polish-up beginner
skills, plus bracing and rolling (kayaks).
INTERMEDIATE WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Intermediate clinic participants should be comfortable paddling
class II-III white water such as the Nantahala, wish to master the
roll in rapids (kayaks), and learn how to play confidently in
Nantahala-type waves and holes. Intermediate kayakers should
have a 100% flat water roll and a 50% reliable combat roll in class
II rapids. Saturday morning lake session working on strokes and
rolls (kayaks) and an afternoon session on a class II-III river
working on turns, surfing, eddy hopping, etc. Full day Sunday trip
on a class II-III river.
ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES:
See the registration form (reverse side) for information on GCA
membership, registration, cancellations, refunds and age.
SWIMMING ABILITY:
You must be able to swim and should not panic with your head
under water. Beginning kayak clinic participants will spend a lot
of time upside down inside their kayaks on the lake. All students
will practice swimming & self-rescue skills in rapids.
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
White water paddling is a physically and mentally challenging
activity that requires fitness, flexibility, and a positive attitude in
stressful situations. Kayaking is a high-risk activity for individuals
with a history of shoulder dislocations. Applicants should discuss
potential physical limitations with the Coordinator before signing
up.
EQUIPMENT:
You must furnish all of your own equipment. You will receive a
detailed list of required and recommended equipment well in
advance of the clinic.

COURSE SCHEDULE, INSTRUCTIONS & REGISTRATION FORM ON REVERSE SIDE

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INSTRUCTION 2006
White Water Canoe
+

Intermediate
October 1, 2
Coordinator: Gina Johnson (706.579.1048)

Sea Kayak (Call for class fees)
+

Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)
Introduction - Charleston, SC
September 30, October 1

Ducky Day
+ One day class on the Tuckaseigee (class fee $35)
July 8
Coordinator: Gina Johnson (706.579.1048)

Safety
+

Swift Water Rescue
Coordinator: Sam Fowlkes (whitewatersam@aol.com)
Sep 8, 9, 10 (Separate fees apply - contact coordinator)

White Water Kayak

+

Coordinator: Louis Boulanger (404.373.2907, louis
.boulanger@ece.gatech.edu)
Nantahala Falls Kayaking
September 16, 17

Registration: To register for one of these clinics you must be a member of the Georgia Canoeing Association. For an application to
join the GCA go to the GCA Web Site at http://www.georgiacanoe.org/membship.htm or call 404.421.9729. Dues are $25. Classes
are $60 per person unless otherwise stated. To register for a clinic, call the coordinator of the clinic for more information, including
questions on your skill level and/or course objectives. You will NOT be registered until the coordinator receives this completed form
and a check for appropriate fees. Please don’t wait to register. All classes are subject to being closed due to student limits or being
rescheduled or canceled if there are insufficient students registered. Registration closes ten days before each class due to insurance
and planning considerations.
CLINIC __________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

__________________________________________________________________

AGE ________

SEX ___________

STREET__________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY

___________________________________________________ STATE ________ ZIP ___________________________

PHONE __________________________________ EMAIL _________________________________________________________
ALLERGIES OR PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DISABILITIES OR PHYSICAL PROBLEMS ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS:
If you wish to cancel or switch to another date, please notify the Clinic Coordinator as soon as possible. If you cancel at least 10 days
before the first class session your fees will be refunded. After that, refunds will be made only if a replacement is found. Clinics will be
conducted rain or shine. No-shows and those not completing the full course are ineligible for refunds.
AGE:
If you are under 18, all liability releases must be signed by a parent or guardian, who must also provide suitable power-of-attorney for
medical care. Except for youth clinics, pre-teens will not be enrolled unless they have had suitable paddling experience in the Training
Director’s judgment.

