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GCA Spring Membership Meeting
by Denise Keller

Keep Sunday, March 26th, open for an afternoon on Lake Acworth at
Acworth Beach / Cauble Park from 1pm until... to tune up your skills for the
2006 paddling season, and get to see your fellow paddlers after the long Winter.

Tentative plans include clinics for strokes, safety and rolling.  With a little
creativity, we could probably come up with some ideas for some water sports
acrtivities.  Let me know of any suggestions.  Also, please bring a covered
dish to share for an afternoon pot luck meal.

Directions to Acworth Beach are:  From Atlanta, 75 North, take the
GLADE RD exit- EXIT 278- toward ACWORTH.  Turn LEFT onto GLADE RD.
0.5 miles.  GLADE RD becomes BARTOW RD NW. 0.1 miles.  BARTOW RD NW
becomes CHEROKEE ST NW. 0.3 miles.  Turn LEFT onto SOUTHSIDE DR
NW. <0.1 miles.  Turn RIGHT onto LEMON ST NW. <0.1 miles.  Turn RIGHT
onto S MAIN ST / GA-293 / OLD 41 HWY NW. <0.1 miles.  Turn LEFT onto
DALLAS ST NW. 0.2 miles.  Turn LEFT onto SEMINOLE DR NW. 0.3 miles.
End at Lake Acworth And Acworth Beach, 4300 Seminole Dr NW, Acworth, GA
30101, 770.974.8403.

If anyone would like to help out with the clinics, it would be much
appreciated.  If you have questions or suggestions, my name is Denise Keller
and I'm the Recreation Chair for GCA for 2006 and this is my first "Social
Directing" job.  I can be reached at baloata@bellsouth.net or 770.591.0980.

Taste Tallulah!
Come join the fun and serve the paddling community at the same time.

Volunteer for the white water releases at Tallulah Gorge State Park on April
1-2, 2006.

The white water releases occur for paddlers each April and November.
GCA volunteers have supported this effort through several release seasons.
Our assistance is greatly appreciated by Tallulah Gorge State Park, American
Whitewater and Georgia Power Company.

"So, what's in it for me?" you ask.  Unlimited access into Tallulah Gorge
during the white water release.  Watch the GCA web site for more information.
In the meantime, to volunteer, or for more information, contact Joan Hutton,
hutton_joan@yahoo.com / 770.917.1866.

You need only two tools — WD-40 and duct tape.  If it doesn't
move and it should, use WD-40.  If it moves and shouldn't, use
the tape.
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Who Ya Gonna Call?
The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club — Call the club telephone

number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message.  Someone will
get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities — Call
President Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status — Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip — Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip — Call Cruise Master
Steve Reach at 770.760.7357.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

information — Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line — Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics — Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Jim Albert at 770.414.1521.
For information on winter roll practice — Call Louis
Boulanger at 404.373.2907.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line — Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads — Call Newsletter
Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318.
For information on videos and books available from
the GCA Library — Call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636.

The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305.   Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues.  Periodicals postage
paid at Atlanta, GA.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
READERS: Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label.  Telephone 770.421.9729.

Copyright © 2006 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc.  Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do
not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club.  Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar
or obscene language, and to fit in allocated space.  No substantive changes are made in any material published herein.  Eddy Line material published
herein and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other
paddling organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA.  Proper credit should be given.  Publication of paid advertisements herein
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue, material
should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the deadline or
they MAY NOT be published in the next issue.  To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com.  The text of an
article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files.  To submit material
via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII text file labeled with a
".txt" file extension, and include a printed copy (Disks returned only if requested).  To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, GA 30066.  All classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested.
Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted.  Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions.
Thanks for your cooperation.

GCA Executive Committee
President ............................................. Vincent Payne
Vice President ......................................... Tom Bishop
Secretary ............................................. Jamie Higgins
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................... Gabriella Schlidt
Recreation Chair ................................... Denise Keller
Resource Development Chair ................. Knox Worde
River Protection Chair .............................. Don Kinser
Training Chair ........................................... Jim Albert

Board of Directors Meetings
The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings generally are held quarterly the first Thursday of
the last month of the quarter (March, June, September,
December) at 7 PM at the Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA
in Buckhead, 1160 Moores Mill Road, Atlanta, Georgia
30327.  All GCA members are encouraged to attend.  If you
have an item for discussion, please call GCA President
Vincent Payne at 770.834.8263 so he can add your item to
the agenda.  Attending Board meetings is a great way to
become more involved with the GCA.
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Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips.  Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate
venue if the water levels and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable.  Call early in the week to ensure you get
a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic
and expanding skill levels.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Call the Cruise Master, Steve Reach at 770.760.7357.  As usual, we need trip coordinators
for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water.  Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers,
so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today!  The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation).  Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice:  Monday evenings 7:00 -9:00 PM January thru March, at the Warren / Holifield Boys' & Girls' Club pool.
Wednesday eveings 8:00-9:30 PM at the Marietta YWCA, 48 Henderson Street SW, Marietta.  See the announcements
in this issue of The Eddy Line.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

March

2 Board of Directors Meeting Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA  Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
4 Chestatee Class 2-3 Intermediate Lamar Phillips 770.939.5087
4 Chattooga Section 3-1/2 Class 3-4 Advanced Peter Elkon 404.314.3861
5 Lower Toccoa (Note 1) Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
11 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Connie Venuso 404.633.8038
11 Chattooga Section 3 Class 3-4 Advanced Bryant Smith 404.428.9177
12 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Jackie Pickett 404.622.6825
18-19  Carters Lake (Note 2) Flat Water Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
18 Upper Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Steve Reach 404.579.3166
18 Chauga Gorge Class 3-4 Advanced Roger Nott 770.536.6923
25 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jack Taylor 770.998.0350
25 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Kelly Keener 404.273.2207
25 Town Creek (AL) Class 2-3 Intermediate Dane White 256.435.3827
25 Middle Ocoee (Note 3) Class 3-4 Advanced Mike Winchester 404.319.8969
26 Spring Membership Meeting — Acworth Beach / Cauble Park Denise Keller 770.591.0980

April

1-3 Okefenokee Swamp Flat Water Steve Reach 404.579.3166
6 Executive Committee Meeting Carl E. Sanders Family YMCA  Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
15 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jack Taylor 770.998.0350
28-30  Spring Extravaganza — Smokey Mountain Meadows CG, Bryson City, NC  Denise Keller 770.591.0980

Note 1:  Paddle with the Prez.
Note 2:  Overnite camping with the Prez.
Note 3:  "Come Watch Mike Get Trashed" trip.  Bring throw ropes.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space —
Call the Cruise Master and Sign Up Now!!
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Announcements

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this

printing about 400 subscribers.  Here's
how the list works:

By sending an email to "gcalist@yahoogroups.com"
you automatically reach all subscribers to the list with the
message.  Only those subscribed to the list can send email
to the list.

To subscribe to the list, send an email to "gcalist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com".  You will receive a verifica-
tion that you are subscribed and a welcome message with
instructions on how to unsubscribe and various other
commands available through the service.  Be sure to save
this information for future reference.

All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late

GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member.  All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636 to find out what is
available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or book
for postage and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome.  (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:

Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA  30217

The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
I Said Left, Stupid:  A Video Guide to the
Chattooga River (Sect. 2 & 3)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle:  Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle:  White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & be-
yond)
Play Daze
Retendo

Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
The Middle Fork of the Salmon River
(Idaho) — by Photographic Expeditions
Trailside:  White Water Canoeing the
Chattooga River
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the
Streams of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Water-
shed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to Georgia
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Move-
ment

Florida information (assorted)
Georgia Mountains
Godforsaken Sea:  Racing the World’s Most
Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana:  Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Wash-
ington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
 Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org.  We are

continually adding information and links of value to pad-
dlers.  Send your ideas for updates to the GCA web
committee at gcaweb@gmail.com.   Membership applica-
tions, GCA waivers and other forms for use by members
are posted on the site.

breaking news items of interest to the paddling commu-
nity, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gcalist@yahoogroups.com.  If you want to receive any of
this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions.  Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.

By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.
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Mail Failure Notices
Each month the Electronic Eddy Line receives nu-

merous mail failure notices against members' email IDs.  If
your email address comes back with a mail failure notice,
you will be deleted from the recipient list for the Electronic
Eddy Line until we get a request to be added back with a
current email address.

Also, if we get a number of mail failure notices
against an email ID on the GCA Email List, that ID is
automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software.  It is
the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscrip-
tion with the current email ID.  Your cooperation is
appreciated — it makes less work for our all volunteer
staff.

Support Our GCA Supporters
The GCA web site now features a GCA Supporters

web page with links to the companies that support GCA
financially by advertising with us.  Help out those who help
us out — patronize our financial supporters!!

Thanks!

Canoe Outfitting
Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates

and more

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels, white water

& flat water, solo & tandem
Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com

Weekday Paddlers
Did you know that GCA has a list of paddlers avail-

able to paddle during the week?  We now have 70+ entries
on the weekday paddlers list, including members who are
retired persons, those with variable or non-standard work
schedules, those availble to paddle weekdays when school
is out (students and teachers), and even those who have a
lot of vacation time to burn and want to take vacation days
for paddling.  The list includes members who paddle
smooth water as well as all classes of white water.

If you would like to be included in the list, please call
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 and leave your name, phone
number, days of the week you are available to paddle, and
class of water (flat, I thru V) that you are interested in

Upcoming Events of Interest
March 4-5 — Mulberry Fork Slalom & Wild Water Races
— Garden City, AL, www.BirminghamCanoeClub
.org>>Races.
March 9-12 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series —
"One Tough River Trip" — Chattahoochee River, Buford
Dam to Franklin Park, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia
.net.
March 24-25 — NRC U. S. Open Slalom & Wild Water
Races — Nantahala River, Bryson City, NC, 828.488.2176
ext. 108, email rhino@main.nc.us, www.nrcrhinos.com.
March 25 — Locust Fork Classic Slalom Races — Cleve-
land, AL, www.BirminghamCanoeClub.org>>Races.
March 26 — GCA Spring Meeting — Acworth Beach /
Cauble Park, Denise Keller, 770.591.0980.
April 1 — NOC 8-Hour Adventure Race, Wesser, NC
Three person teams, Run/bike/paddle (Approx 30 miles)
800.232.7238 X600; www.noc.com. Kathy Allison  X485.
April 8 — First Annual Cheoah River Festival — Cheoah
River, NC, http://www.americanwhitewater.org.
April 8-9 — Southeastern US Slalom & Wild Water
Championships — Nantahala River, Wesser, NC, John
Pinyerd - USA Wild Water, Email: jpinyerd@cs.com, O)
770.575.1433, C) 678.357.7843.
April 21-23 — East Coast Canoe and Kayak Festival —
Charleston, S.C., James Island County Park, http://

ACA Kayak Instructor Certification
Workshop

Dates: March 31 pm – April 2 & April 21 pm - 23,
2006
Level: Whitewater
Location:  Bryson City , NC (Nantahala River)
Instructor Trainer:  Bruce Williams
Phone:  404.231.0042
Details: www.whitewatergeorgia.com

paddling.  You will then receive an up-to-date copy of the
list.  The list will be re-published quarterly (January,
April, July, October).

Updates are available by request through the GCA
phone line.  If you received your copy of the list more than
3 months ago, you should request an updated copy.  There
have been considerable changes to the list.  To receive an
up-to-date copy, call the GCA phone line at 770.421.9729
and leave your name and address with a request for the
updated list.
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www.ccprc.com/kayak.html.
April 21-23 — NOC Spring Splash — Nantahala Outdoor
Center,  Wesser, NC, 828.488.2176, www.noc.com.
April 28-30 — GCA Spring Extravaganza — Paddling &
camping weekend — Denise Keller, 770.591.0980.
April 29 — Neuse River Festival — Neuse River, Raleigh,
NC, 3.5 mile Down River Canoe & Kayak Races, (class I-
II); Raleigh Parks and Recreation, Amber Toy
919.831.6855.
May 5 — Cheat River Canyon Down River Race —
Albright, WV, (class III-V) www.cheat.org, foc@cheat.org.
May 6 — Cheat River Festival — Albright WVA,
www.cheat.org, foc@cheat.org.
May 13 — South Yadkin USCA & Rec Canoe & Kayak,
USCA C-1 & C-2 Race, 6-miles, flat, Salisbury, NC, Sam
Bonds, 704.633.8020.
May 13 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
Moonlight Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Richard Grove:
regroveatl@adelphia .net.
May 27 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
17 Mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Buford Dam to
Medlock Bridge, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
June 3 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
14 Mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Medlock Bridge
to Roswell Park, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia
.net.
June 3-4 — Neuse River Day Canoe & Kayak Race — New
Bern, NC, 8 mile & 4 mile races, info@neuseriver.org
Dave McCracken.
June 10 — 4th Annual Back to the Chattahoochee Canoe
Races & Festival — class I-II down river, Upper
Chattahoochee River Keeper, 404.352.9828,
www.chattahoochee.org.
June 17 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
13-1/2 Mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Roswell Park
to Paces Mill, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
June 24-25 — NRC Junior Olympic Qualifier — Nantahala
River, Bryson City, NC, 828.488.2176 ext. 108, email
rhino@ main.nc.us, www.nrcrhinos.com.
July 5-9 — ACA White Water Open Canoe Down River
National Championships — Practice Day Down River &
Sprint (class I-III) Deerfield River at Zoar Gap, Charlemont,
MA.,  Charlie Brackett  603.585.7167 or www.acanet.org.
July 8 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
31 mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Buford Dam to
Roswell Park, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
July 15 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
Moonlight Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Richard Grove:
regroveatl@adelphia .net.
July 29 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series — The
27 mile Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Medlock Bridge

to Paces Mill, Richard Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
August 12 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series —
The 24 Hour Paddle — "Paddle Mania" — Chattahoochee
River, Buford Dam to 24 Hours Later, Richard Grove:
regroveatl@adelphia .net.
August 18-20 — ACA Open Canoe Slalom National Cham-
pionships — U.S. National White Water Center, Char-
lotte, NC  http://users.bestweb.net/~keech/oc-2006i.htm.
August 26-27 — 8th Annual AWW Ohiopyle Over the
Falls Festival — Ohiopyle Falls Race — Youghiogheny
River, Ohiopyle, PA, www.americanwhitewater.org.
September 9 — Chattahoochee River Challenger Series —
The Moonlight Paddle — Chattahoochee River, Richard
Grove: regroveatl@adelphia .net.
September 9-10 — Tsali Challenge Triathlon — 3.5-mile
lake paddle, 4.5 mile trail run, 12-mile Mtn Bike at Tsali
Recreational Area, Bryson City, NC, 800.232.7238,
www.noc.com.
September 22-24 — Gauley River Festival — Summerville,
WV, www.americanwhitewater.org.
September 23-24 — 31st Annual Outdoorsman Triathlon,
swim 1-mile, run 4-mile, canoe 8-mile class II, Wesser,
NC, Kirk Havens 804.785.2107, kirk@vims.edu, Ed Sharp,
e.sharp@att.net, 540.752.5400.
September 29-30 — NOC 30 Hour Adventure Race —
Wesser, NC, USARA qualifier, 800.232.7238 x600,
www.noc.com, Kathy Allison  x485.
September 30 — Mountain Island Challenge — Mountain
Island Lake, Charlotte, NC, Racing and Recreational
kayaks only, Contact Rick Garcia 704.588.8221,
rigarcia222@aol.com.
October 7 — Lumber River Challenge — Lumberton, NC,
10 miles for Rec Canoe & Kayak, 40-miles for USCA C-1,
C-2 and kayak,  William McDuffie wlrmcduffie@
nctconnect.com, 910.948.3238.
October 27-29 — NOC Guest Appreciation Festival —
Nantahala River, Wesser, NC, 828.488.2176, www
.noc.com.

Learn CPR!
Kaiser Permanente and the American Red Cross

invite you to mark your calendar for March 25, 2006.  Then
point your car in the right direction — to one of seven Metro
Atlanta locations hosting Red Cross CPR Saturday through-
out the day.

Thanks to the sponsorship of Kaiser Permanente,
thousands will learn Adult CPR — a $45 value — for free
at this community-wide event!  Block out four hours for
training.  Classes start every half-hour from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
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Alternative Roll Practice
Location

Atlanta Whitewater Club is sponsoring roll practice
at a north side location.  It began Wednesday, January 4th,
and lasts until the last Wednesday in March.  The location
is at the YWCA at 48 Henderson Street SW, Marietta, GA
(770.427.2902).  Cost is $6.00 per person per session.  It's
from 8:00-9:30 p.m. each Wednesday.  You may get there
early (7:30-8:00) to wash your boat off (required), sign the
waiver, and pay your fee... though no boats are allowed in
the water until 8:00.  The entrance to the pool is on the far
right side of the building.  Boats need to be out of the water
by 9:15... and the building has to be completely cleared by
9:30.

Winter Roll Practice

Joint GCA / AWC winter roll practice is back!  Indoor
pool roll sessions will be held Mondays from 7:00 to 9:00
PM beginning Monday, January 9, and running through
the last Monday in March.  Plan to take advantage of this
great service provided by your club.  Whether you want to
learn to roll, practice your roll to stay sharp, teach a fellow
paddler to roll, or work on other techniques such as wet
exits, hand rolls, deep water re-entries, etc., the indoor
heated pool is THE best place to hone these skills in the
middle of the winter.

LOCATION:  We will be returning to the Warren /
Holifield Boys' & Girls' Club.  The club is located at the
corner of Berne and Marion Streets near Grant Park.  To
get there, exit I-20 at the Boulevard / Grant Park /
Cyclorama exit southbound.  Go about 1/2 mile to the
traffic light at Berne Street — turn left.  Go about another
1/2 mile and you'll see a large brick building on the left at
the corner of Berne & Marion Streets.  Turn left.  You are
at the Warren Club building.  The pool entrance is in the
rear.  Enter through the gate on the far end of the building
to unload boats.

Once again the ACA carries our insurance for this
event, and non-ACA members will be required to sign up
for an ACA event membership at an additional cost of
$10.00 for the entire event (January thru March).  This is
in addition to the $5.00 per session paid to defray pool
rental expense.  ACA members, have your ACA number
available or pay for an event membership.

Registration is necessary and begins February 18,
2006.  (Ages 12 and up). Check the Red Cross web site
(www.redcrossatlanta.org) or call 404.575.3094 for regis-
tration information.

Louie Boulanger is our Roll Practice Coordinator.  If
you have questions about roll practice, or would like to
volunteer to help, either with instruction or with keeping
track of money and waivers, call Louie at 404.373.2907.

BE SURE YOUR BOAT IS CLEAN.  A hose is
available at the door to rinse out river mud, old bird's nests
or cobwebs.
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GCA Spring Extravaganza
by Denise Keller

The Spring Extravaganza is scheduled for April 28,29
and 30 at the Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground.
Make plans now to join us for a weekend of paddling,
camping and rubbing elbows with your fellow GCA mem-
bers.

Smokey Mountain Meadows has campsites, RV hook
ups and rustic cabins available, as well as tent camping in
the meadow, and is within an easy drive to such rivers as
the French Broad, the Nantahala, the Tuckaseigee, the
Nolichucky, the Ocoee and more.  We'll have trips avail-
able for all skill levels, so it should be a fun time for
everyone.

Campsite prices are $6 for two people for camping in
the meadow, $14 for two people ($6/person over 2) for creek
side campsites, $18 for two people ($6/person over 2) for
campsites with water/electricity and $20 for two people
($6/person over 2) for RV hook-up campsites.  To make
campsite reservations, call Smokey Mountain Meadows at
828.488.3672.  Cabins are available ranging from $40 to
$58.  I have info for anyone interested in sharing a cabin at
Smokey Mountain Retreat Cabins.  These are located in
the back of the campground.  We stayed there for the Fall
Gala and it was nice and walking distance to the camp-
ground.  Phone # is 828.488.6347.   They do have a web site.
If www.virtualcities.com doesn't work, type in Smokey
Mountain Cabin Rental.   I've given them a "heads up".  To
get there: From NOC, continue east on US 74 to the first

The pool is considerably smaller than the Warren /
Holifield pool... the capacity is about 10-15 boats.  All are
welcome to participate, just be aware that it could be

crowded or full if there is a big turnout.  If you have any
questions email Chad Spangler at river0013@mindspring
.com or AWC Roll Practice Coordinator Roger Huff at
grapeape30144@yahoo.com.

Bryson City exit, go right, continue about a mile, you'll see
signs for the campground.  Turn left, the campground is
about a mile on the left; you can visit their website at http:/
/smmcamp.tripod.com/.

We'll meet at the gazebo each morning (Sat - Mon)
around 8 am to discuss current water levels and possible
river trips.

Plans are to have a bon fire both Friday and Saturday
night.  I'm still working on what to do for food for Saturday
night.

We hope to have trip coordinators set in advance for
the Saturday and Sunday paddling trips.  If you can
coordinate a trip, please contact me, Denise Keller, at
770.591.0980.

See the flyer in this issue of The Eddy Line.

Inventory of GCA Property
We are in the process of updating the inventory of the

GCA's property.  Those of you who have been kind enough
to be storing stuff for the club, please send an inventory to
Vincent Payne or Tom Bishop, preferably by the end of
March.  The property held in the GCA Store and the GCA
Library are exceptions.  BTW, We will accept it in what-
ever detail you feel is sufficient.  Thanks.

Please send to:
Vincent Payne

26 Jennifer Lane
Carrollton GA 30117

H: 770.834.8263
Email: anotherriverrat@bellsouth.net

or
Tom Bishop

3011 Bunker Hill Circle
Marietta GA 30062

H: 770.977.8971
Email: bishop.t@comcast.net

Sea Kayak to Cumberland Island
A group of sea kayakers are planning a trip to

Cumberland Island in March 2006.  We plan to paddle to
Cumberland Island and spend 2 nights camping there.  If
you are an experienced sea kayaker and would like to join
us for March 18-20, email Becca at bbkayak@att.net for
more information.  This is not an official GCA trip, but we
welcome GCA members.  Our permit limits us to a small
number of people, so email me soon.

"It is bad luck to be superstitious."
       - Andrew W. Mathis
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Stolen Canoe
Hey Guys, I'm new to the GCA and am looking

forward to some good times and fellowship with friends
who I haven't met yet.

My very best canoeing friend of 28 years was stolen
off the side of the Chestatee River where I kept her cabled
to a tree.  I suppose that I should have chosen a larger tree.
She was kind of wide in the beam and had been rode hard
and put up wet mannnny times.  I still loved her dearly,
miss her much and think of her often.

My love interest was (is) an aged, YELLOW, worn
through 3 layers of "Oldtonar" at the bow and stern,  17'2"
Old Town Tripper.  One of the thwarts was (is) missing.
There is a half inch hole drilled under the gunwale where
the cable was passed through.  There are marks atop the
rail cap where Velcro was attached for a rain cover.  There
are also lawnmower tire marks on her side.  If you spot this
boat please call or email me.  Vince Zappia 404.374.8660,
vzap@charter.net.

Thanks in advance,
Vince Zappia

From the Board Room
GCA Executive Committee Meeting Minutes,
January 5, 2006
In Attendance:
Vincent Payne
Allen Hedden
Denise Keller
Jamie Higgins
Ed Schultz
John Scott
William Gatling
Old Business:
Jamie read the
previous GCA Board of Directors meeting minutes and
they were approved unanimously.
Treasurers Report — Ed Schultz:
Ed recapped the Treasurer's Report:  60% renewal rate so
far for December, which is pretty normal.  GCA has two
new life members.
River Protection Chair — Vincent Payne for Don
Kinser:
GA Power interviewed Joan Hutton for Morgan Falls
FERC re-licensing survey.  SD Warren vs. the Board of
Environmental Protection:  Amicus Brief supporting EPA
position on dam discharges and impacts on the CWA.
GCA agreed to sign the amicus brief in support of EPA.
Recreation Chair — Denise Keller:

Denise discussed the Fall Gala and Spring Extravaganza.
Denise has set the Spring Extravaganza for April 28-30,
and it will be at Smokey Mountain Meadows Camp-
ground.  The Spring Membership Meeting will be on
March 26, probably at Lake Acworth.  The group discussed
having a one day clinic in conjunction with the spring
meeting.
Training Chair — Gina Johnson:
Gina is working on the training schedule for next year.
Tentative plans are to have the beginner classes in June
and trained beginner in August.  This would encourage
folks taking the beginner class to then later take the
trained beginners class.  Training weekend classes are
being considered as well.  Locations for the non-beginner
clinics are up in the air pending resolution of the Nantahala
Permit situation in March. We may have one day tune ups
for intermediate clinics.  Looking at doing Ducky Day
again.  Gina will look into having SWR and CPR classes.
Member Services Chair — Gabriella Schlidt:
Vincent announced that John Scott agreed to be the new
Store Keeper.
Miscellaneous Business:
Vincent announced that Georgia EPD requested three
GCA people to participate in the GA Water Resource
Council's Stakeholder Advisory Committee, which is de-
veloping the state-wide water resource plan.  Vincent
provided Georgia EPD with two GCA members' names
that had expressed an interest, Jamie Higgins and Robert
Harris.
Lamar Phillips agreed to take on the Georgia Canoe Trail
Initiative.  Vincent has talked with the Mayor of Loganville,
and he was interested in forming a trail along Alcovy
River.
Vincent talked about initiating a Mentoring program or
Welcome Wagon for new members.

Bill "Hawk" Reeves negotiating Quartzite Rapid on the Salt
River.
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Welcome New Members — Directory Additions
The following is a list of all members who have joined the club since the last update.  We will try to include this

information on an on-going basis so you can add new members to your Directory.  New members are the life blood and
the future of the club.  Thank you for joining us!!

Carroll, Susan
1108 Lofton Lane
Chickamauga GA 30707
H: 706-375-5768
O: 423-778-6298
O: 423-505-6668
Email: torysc@cs.com
Email: susan.carroll@erlanger.org

Minter, Matt
950 Eagles Landing Pkwy #240
Stockbridge GA 30281
H: 678-508-3768
Email: info@minter.us

Smicik, Karen
4306 Morgan Place Court
Atlanta GA 30324
H: 404-372-0286
Email: ktigger71@hotmail.com

Smith, Randy
561 McKinney Road Apt. E
Blue Ridge GA 30513
H: 678-230-7923
Email: wrsmith@tds.net

Conservation Corner

Hummingbird License
Plates Available in
Georgia

Most of Georgia's ruby-throated
hummingbirds have migrated south for
the winter, but thousands more are
being spotted on license plates across
the state.  The Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources
Division (WRD) has unveiled a new hummingbird license
plate, giving residents another option to show their sup-
port for wildlife simply by purchasing a vehicle tag.

Motor vehicle owners will be able to purchase the
wildlife plate for a one-time specialty tag fee of $20 at
county tag offices.  The money will go directly into the
Wildlife Conservation Fund, which supports numerous
WRD projects to preserve non-game species.

Sales of wildlife tags provide critical funding for
numerous conservation projects benefiting Georgia's wild-
life, including many endangered and threatened species.
The popular bald eagle license plate remains available to
Georgia drivers, and the new hummingbird tag is expected
to be a tremendous success as well.

The new tag design features a ruby-throated hum-
mingbird preparing to feed on the nectar of a trumpet

creeper blossom.  The nectar found
within a host of wildflowers is a staple
of the tiny bird's diet.  Ruby-throated
hummingbirds (Archilochus colubris)
are a favorite among bird watchers and
gardeners for their bright colors and
unique hovering ability.  The diminu-
tive birds breed throughout eastern
North America; most spend the winter
in Mexico or Central America, although
a few remain in Georgia year-round.

The male ruby-throat, depicted on the new tag, typically
leaves the state in late summer and returns the following
spring.

In test marketing conducted over the Internet in
2003, the hummingbird tag design placed second only to
the bald eagle tag in popularity among those responding to
the survey.  The bald eagle/American flag design was first
offered on license plates in December 2003 and sold nearly
350,000 tags in its first year.

Like the bald eagle license plate, sales of the new
hummingbird tag will finance conservation, education and
recreation projects that support non-game and endan-
gered wildlife and plants.  Non-game species encompass
any wildlife that is not legally hunted, including songbirds,
shore birds and wading birds, turtles, frogs, salamanders,
native plants and trees, sea turtles, right whales, swallow-
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tail kites, eagles and falcons.
Since the wildlife license plate program began in

Georgia in 1998, proceeds have been allocated for an array
of non-game projects including bald eagle surveys, sea
turtle nest protection, the swallow-tailed kite initiative
and enhanced wildlife viewing areas, to name a few.  Some
funds have been used to produce fact sheets explaining
how residents can attract ruby-throats and other types of
wildlife to their backyards.

Tag dollars have also been used to purchase critical
land such as endangered species habitat, environmentally
sensitive wetlands, aquatic ecosystems and long leaf pine
/ wiregrass habitat.

In Georgia, no state funds are appropriated for non-
game wildlife conservation programs.  These important

projects are funded solely through federal grants, direct
donations and fundraising initiatives like the non-game
wildlife license plate and State Income Tax Check-off.  To
support conservation programs for Georgia's non-game
wildlife, purchase a new non-game wildlife license plate for
your vehicle, or donate to the "Give Wildlife a Chance"
State Income Tax Check-off in April by filling in a dollar
amount on line 27 of the long form (Form 500) or line 10 of
the short form (Form 500EZ).

WRD also offers a license plate depicting bobwhite
quail and a whitetail deer.  Funds from the sales of this
license plate benefit conservation practices of the Georgia
Bobwhite Quail Initiative, a program implemented in
1999 to address declining bobwhite quail populations.
- From the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.

American Whitewater's
Accident Database and
Safety Code
The Most Comprehensive Source for White
Water Safety Education... Anywhere!

Cullowhee, NC — February 7, 2006 —
Safety has been at the core of American
Whitewater's mission since 1954.  "We've been reporting
and analyzing accidents since our earliest days and today
we are leaders in white water safety education based on
that research.  Our Accident Database is the most compre-
hensive collection and analysis of white water accidents
and close calls anywhere," explains Charlie Walbridge,
American Whitewater's Safety Editor.  He goes on to say,
"The freedom to take calculated risks, in business, love, or
white water, is one of the most cherished prerogatives of a
free people.  We support the right of knowledgeable pad-
dlers to push their limits, and at the same time help give
uninformed paddlers the information they need to have
fun and stay safe."  The Accident Database is online at
http://www.americanwhitewater.org/accidents/.

Accident analysis is the foundation for the AW Safety
Code, which outlines white water safety guidelines appli-
cable to all skill levels.  First written in 1957 and regularly
updated, it is the most complete set of guidelines for white
water paddlers in existence.  It also contains the Interna-
tional Scale of River Difficulty, which is in use throughout
North America and the world.  AW's listing of Standard
Rated Rapids helps make river classification more consis-
tent across the country.  It was developed by former AW
Safety Chair Lee Belknap by scientifically analyzing forms
filled out by hundreds of paddlers across the country.
Paddlers across the nation use it to know what to expect

when traveling to an unfamiliar river.
Safety often becomes an issue in river stew-

ardship work, AW's key programmatic focus.  The
challenge is often explaining white water pad-
dling to the non-paddling public.  Commonly
asked questions are:  "How safe is white water
paddling?  Where does AW stand on riverbed
modification or boat registration?  What are the
most important issues for legislators, river man-

agers, and emergency responders?"  All of these questions
are answered in the safety section of the stewardship tool
kit online at AW Stewardship.
To Report an Accident:

Accident reporting is vital to American Whitewater's
mission.  But more importantly, it's a sure antidote to the
rumor, gossip and innuendo that always follows a serious
accident.  AW's Accident Database works with individuals
who were on the scene and is thus able to set the record
straight.

The Accident Database contains reports of fatal acci-
dents, serious injuries and near-misses.  A serious injury
is one requiring hospitalization; a near miss is an event
which could easily have been fatal.  The Safety Committee
examines all submissions prior to the final posting and
decides which incidents will be added to the database.

There are several ways to report an accident:
1) Each witness can post their own account to the AW web
site and the Safety Committee will create a report.
2) Groups or individuals can create their own report and
post it.  If you would like help in crafting your report,
contact Charlie Walbridge, AW Safety Editor, at
ccwalbridge@cs.com or by phone at 304.379.9002.
3) You can post emails, message board and chat room
postings, and newspaper articles here.  In addition to
providing a link, please cut and paste the text from the
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article.  The links may be dead when someone from Safety
Committee follows it up.  Always be sure that the SOURCE
and DATE is clearly indicated.
4) If you want to pass on information that you DON'T want
the public to see, please specify on the report form that the
material is private.  If so designated, it will not be released
without your OK.

If you have corrections, questions or comments about
any accident, please email Charlie Walbridge at
ccwalbridge@cs.com.

The recent improvements and updates of the AW
Accident Database were made possible by the Andy Ba-
nach Memorial Safety Fund.  AW thanks the family and
friends of Andy Banach.

38th Annual Southeastern
US White Water
Championships April 8-9
Wild Water Chairman will pay you to beat
Southeastern Records
by John Pinyerd, USA Wild Water Committee
Chair

January 31 — Atlanta, GA.  The 38th Annual
Southeastern US White Water Championships are alive
and well.  In support of one of the longest running Wild
Water/Down River races in North America (the 38th
Annual Southeastern US White Water Championships),
USA Wild Water Chairman John Pinyerd, will put up $400
of his own money and bet that the old records cannot be
beaten.  "Just like last year, I would love to pay out the
dough, and I would love to see someone step up and break
one of the records."

John Pinyerd will personally award $100 per class to
any Southeasterns racer who can beat the course record for
the 8-mile top to bottom race of the Nantahala on April 9th.
The records are:
K-1 - Terry White (1981) 42:04
K-1W - Kathy Bolyn (1989) 45:20
C-2 - Mike Hipsher/David Jones (1989) 45:11
C-1 - John Pinyerd (1997) 46:43

This race has a long and rich tradition, with many of
the great names of wild water racing participating over the
years.  They include John Sweet, Payson Kennedy, Alan
Button, Dave Mason, John Butler, Angus Morrison, Andy
Bridge, Terry White, Kathy Bolyn, David Jones and Mike
Hipsher.

In the spirit of regional racing, and in an attempt to
appeal to novice and intermediate racing, the Southeasterns
will be part of the 8th Annual Intercollegiate Champion-
ships.  The slalom race will be a very low key race and will
be held downstream of the Nantahala Outdoor Center on
Saturday, April 8th (a.m.) and with a head to head compe-
tition Saturday afternoon.

The Down River/Wild Water race will be on Sunday,
April 9th.  Registration will be on race day and there will
be NO REQUIRED ENTRY FEES, only a suggested dona-

tion of $10 for USA Wild Water plus the cost of
insurance for anyone that is not a USACK or ACA
member.  The traditional Classic 8-mile Down
River/Wild Water race (from the top to the bottom)
will start at 11:00 sharp (race day registration will
start at 9:00 a.m. in the NOC parking lot, with a
competitors meeting beginning at 10:00.

So please come out and help me keep this
great race alive and see just how well you stack up
against the records.  Who knows, you might even

make $100!
For more information, contact:

John Pinyerd
Chairman - USA Wild Water

Email: jpinyerd@cs.com
O) 770.575.1433
C) 678.357.7843

Second Annual Nantahala Open
Nantahala River, NC — January 26, 2006.  Endless

River Adventures and Team Wave Sport, as well as a
myriad of other local and industry sponsors will be hosting
the 2nd Annual Nantahala Open on the Nantahala River
April 29, 2006.

In the spirit of last year's competition, the event will
once again be an open invitation to all boaters regardless
of experience or ability and will consist of categories for
every skill level.  Competition and festivities kick off at
Nantahala Falls around 11:00 a.m. and continue on through
4:00 p.m.  All are invited to the after-event festivities at
6:30 p.m. at Endless River Adventures with screening of
the day's footage, prizes, refreshments, and the latest
LVM premier.

The kayaking scene is filled with competitions that
strictly seem "experts only".  We believe that in the spirit
of competition and in the name of fun, there should be a
competition for the rest of the community.  Sure, we might
have a few of those professional folks hanging around, but
the focus of this event is the larger part of the kayaking
population, the recreational, "do-it-for-the-fun-of-it" boater.

The team of Endless River Adventures this year will
be joined by Jimmy Blakeney and members of the Wave
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Sport team.  The group will coordinate all events from the
launching pad at Nantahala Falls, with video cameras
arranged to film event participants.  Categories will in-
clude Best Free Style (AKA Rodeo) through the Falls, Best
Top Hole Move, Most Creative Eddy Catching, Best Self-
Rescue, and more.  Prizes will be awarded for men's,
women's, and youth divisions.  Prizes will be distributed at
the Saturday evening screening of the video footage.

Mild temperatures and budding spring foliage make
this a great time of year to shake the dust off of that old
gear, and get back in the boat.  April is quickly approaching
and will be here before you know it.  So start making plans
now and help make the Nantahala Open an event that
reflects what we do — have fun!.

For updates on event specifics, keep an eye on ERA's
website, www.endlessriveradventures.com and Team Wave
Sport's website, www.doubleyouess.com.  For more infor-
mation contact Juliet Kastorff or Jennifer Wright at
828.488.6199 or 800.224.7238.

LCKC Awarded Marathon Team
Trials

We are pleased to announce that Lanier Canoe and
Kayak Club has been awarded the 2006 US Marathon
Team Trials.  The date has been set for June 3rd & 4th,
2006.  Congratulations to LCKC!

We would also like to thank Joe Shaw and Holyoke
Rows for their bid, and invite them to take part in the
bidding for next year's Trials which will start within the
next month or two.

The Lake Lanier Olympic Center is great venue and
we hope that this year's trials would be the best ever in
terms of the level of competition and the number of
participants.  We would like to invite everyone to support
LCKC and the USACK Marathon Committee to make this
a very successful event.

Details on the course, race entries, accommodation,
social events, etc. will follow soon.  Good luck in your
preparation!  We'll see you at the Trials!

Happy Paddling!
USACK Marathon Committee

House named U.S. Canoe/Kayak
Male Athlete of the Year

It's hard to imagine that Gainesville kayaker Morgan
House's phenomenal season in 2005 could get any better.
But after countless hours of hard work on the waters of

Lake Lanier, the accolades just keep pouring in for the
Olympic hopeful.  The Gainesville High graduate has been
named the U.S.A. Canoe/Kayak Male Athlete of the Year.

House found success competing in men's kayaking
events in the U.S. and at both the Junior and Senior World
Championships.

House considers himself fortunate to receive this
prestigious honor.  "I feel very lucky," House said.  "I know
there's lots of guys out there who deserve this more than
I do."

House trains in Chula Vista, Calif., where he hopes
to earn a position on the 2008 Olympic kayaking team.  In
between rigorous practice twice a day, House also attends
Southwestern College.

Last summer at the U.S. Team Trials in Lake Placid,
N.Y., House swept both the K-1 events.  Only two other
paddlers were able to finish within six seconds of his
winning time in both the 500 meter and 1,000 meter
distances.

House then went on to win both the K-1 500 meter
and 1,000 meter events at the Pan American Champion-
ships in Quebec last year as well.  From there, he joined the
U.S. Junior Team under the direction of volunteer coach
Guy Wilding.

At the Junior World Championships in Szeged, Hun-
gary, House paddled to a fifth place finish in the K-1 500
meter event.  His finish was the highest ever for a U.S.
paddler at the Junior World Championships.

House was not finished after his success at the junior
level.  He joined the senior U.S. team and paddled in the
K-4 at the Senior World Championships with Danny
Krawczyk (Bayside, N.Y.), Ty Hagler and Tim Hornsby,
both of Gainesville.  The team made the B final and
finished 17th in the K-4 500 meter event.

House is a member of the Lanier Canoe & Kayak
Club, which is the largest flat water sprint club in the U.S.
He got into the sport when he was 8 years old, after seeing
his friends paddling and thinking it looked like fun.

Competing for his club, House has won 16 gold
medals at the juvenile, junior and senior levels since 2002.

"We're very, very proud of him," executive director of
LCKC, Connie Hagler, said.  "We're looking forward to
more great things from him."

In his spare time, House enjoys swimming, boating
and spending time with his family.

House, an avid outdoorsman, became an Eagle Scout
this year with the Boy Scouts of America.

House faces his next challenge on April 28-30 when
he competes in the National Team Trials in order to
reserve a spot on the 2006 World Championship team.
- From the Gainesville Times, January 25, 2006.



The Eddy Line 15    March 2006

River Protection Update
Don Kinser, GCA River Protection Chair
 * Chattooga — We should soon know the decision regard-
ing boating user trials during the study period.  Hard to
say what the decision will be, we are keeping our fingers
crossed that we can continue to avoid litigation.  However,
the complaint is ready to go should it be needed.  Rick
Bellows of GCA has been an active volunteer on this and
has even volunteered to be local counsel should we file the
suit in GA.  Way to go Rick!
* Morgan Falls Relicensing — The study progress report
was issued back in late November. Things are moving
along, no real news to report.
* Save the Date — April 7, 2006  for an AW Gala and
fundraiser at the Tapoco lodge on the banks of the Cheoah
River near the take-out.  The Cheoah releases Saturday

and Sunday that weekend.
* Etowah Scenic River — No news, little apparent activity.
* SD Warren amicus brief was filed in late December.  This
is a challenge to the Clean Water Act that usurps a state's
power to control their waterways with serious conse-
quences for hydro relicensing efforts around the country.
GCA worked to help influence GA Attorney General to
sign on the brief.  Rick Bellows again did a great job as a
volunteer on this effort.  For more background see http:/
/www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Article/display/
articleid/1575/display/full
* Tellico River clean up March 11, see AW web site for
details.
* GCA has signed on with the Stop I-3 Coalition.  This does
not involve any financial or other obligation for GCA.

Please let me know of any issues that need GCA's
attention.

Sea Kayaking

Winter Gambling
by Jay Babina

In many ways, winter paddling is a
gamble, since dressing for both the air
and water forces us into many calculated compromises.
We are trapped by an aerobic activity that generates heat
and we also need to protect ourselves against the possible
dangers of ice cold water.  Other than astronauts, no other
activity has a protective clothing challenge that's this
extreme.  Divers can dress for the water and skiers can
dress for the air.

Years back, I went to shoot some video of rolling in icy
conditions.  I layered up extra heavy under my dry suit and
when I entered the water the only thing I felt was a sting
on my face.  However, I could not paddle for more than 10
minutes dressed that way without getting uncomfortably
overheated.

I know when I paddle and decide to roll in the dead
of winter with 40o water, I can feel the cold water under my
PFD and all the paddlers who do a roll always agree... "I
would never want to wet exit in this water."

I think it's safe to say that we all gamble quite a bit
in winter.  We toe that fine line of being protected from the
water and light enough to allow us to paddle without
overheating.  To enter the water with no hood, flooding our
gloves and filling our boots would be a shocking episode to
say the least.  We all gamble or make an assumption that
we will never capsize or will be able to get back into our
boats with or without assistance.

I personally have no lack of belief that even the most

skilled paddlers would be in great dis-
tress with a wet exit in the heart of winter
with their normal paddling dry suit un-
der layers.  Our dry suits allow us the
time to get out of the water as quickly as
possible without going into cold shock or
extreme hypothermia while allowing us

to paddle without overheating.  However, I have witnessed
a hypothermic paddler (unable to paddle) who was wearing
a dry suit, wet exited and was put back into his boat.
"Survival time" in the water is being alive, but not neces-
sarily free from the debilitating effects of hypothermia,
which can begin quite rapidly.

What I'm advocating is awareness and a greater
sense of reality in the winter.  What would it be like to get
totally wet in your dry suit 10 miles from your launch site?
Would you be able to re-warm up on a freezing day with 20-
mph winds blowing?  Do you carry a warming beverage and
heat packs?  How about the extreme event of a solo reentry
with several long minutes swimming in 40o water with a
cumbersome dry suit on?

Unfortunately cold water is only half the equation.  A
cold wind with a strong wind-chill factor makes winter
paddling even more dangerous.  I've paddled back cold
with numb and aching fingers more than once and I'm now
quite cautious about my time out there during the winter.
Once again, I am not advocating to refrain from it but to
fully realize the realities of what you are dealing with.  It's
easy to forget what's really there once we're in the comfort
of our dry suits with half of our bodies tucked into the
protection of the kayak.

The numbers do speak for themselves.  Dry suit users
don't die.  There's probably a correlation between paddlers
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who invest in a dry suit and the skill level and experience
that goes along with that group; whereas beginner pad-
dlers usually don't spring for the dry suit until they paddle
for a while.  Many novice paddlers get over-confident and
plunge into dangerous paddling situations propelled by
their ego coupled with a lack of real experience.  Even
though the dry suit group is generally safe and incident
free, extreme caution has to be used in winter paddling.

Paddling alone is one of the greatest risk factors in
the winter paddling equation.  I do it and so do a lot of other
paddlers, and not always by choice.  Having other paddlers
not only makes the obvious assisted reentry relatively
easy, but it also allows for additional support with radios,
extra clothing, moral support, decision making and the
possibility of towing.

The casual 12-mile paddle in the summer is a totally
different ball game in the cold of winter.  The choices of
destination, length of paddle and time on the water become
very important considerations.  You have to know your
body — it's ability to handle the cold and have a realistic
view of your skills.  A capsize in the surf during August can
be a fun event, but in the winter it can be devastating.

Even a capsize followed by a successful roll can be
totally shocking as ice cold water enters your ears and
sinuses and wets down your protective clothing.  The shock
of ice water on the head along with some confusion under
water can also have a very negative effect on your ability
to perform your old trusty roll and it can also cause nausea
and vertigo.

I've been paddling long enough to know that paddlers

don't practice rescues in the winter for obvious reasons.  I
have attended cold water clinics where people take a swim
and experiment a bit.  However they are usually not
dressed in their gambling/paddling under layers.  Lets face
it, floating around in 32o water is not a fun event even in
a controlled environment unless you're pretty well insu-
lated.  Most paddlers, myself included, bank on thefact
that we know how to do these things and are cautious about
not getting into situations where we will ever need to use
them.

For most of us, a more conservative approach to our
paddling habits usually gets us through the winter with a
lot of rewards and with a fairly good margin of safety.
Fortunately, we're blessed with a lot of quiet inland
waterways and small islands where we can be shielded
from the wind and surf and still get in our kayaks during
the winter.

Once you admit to yourself that there are a lot of
calculated risks in winter paddling, you have taken the
first and greatest step towards paddling safety.  That alone
will govern your paddling decisions and will call on your
sense of judgment and experience.  If you live in denial and
are always convincing yourself that it's paddling as usual,
you are heading into an area that may result in a few
unpleasant surprises when you least expect them.

We all learn a lot by our mistakes but the winter is not
the time to gamble when the stakes are so high and when
it's so easy to play it safe.  No gambler wins all the time.
- From "Conn Yak" — newsletter of the Connecticut Sea
Kayakers.

In Their Own Words
by Morris Friedman, The Vagabond
Trip Report — GCA/MLK Smooth Water
Weekend, January 14-16, 2006

Well, another fine Florida rivers pad-
dling weekend has come and gone.  This was
the most memorable MLK trip in many ways.
The scenery, wildlife, and paddlers were
outstanding.  We started Saturday on the
Silver River at the state park put-in, .6 mile
from the parking lot.  All along the paddle up
to the head springs we were greeted by
stunning visual pictures of nature and environment.  That
afternoon we paddled the Rainbow River from K. P. Hole
county park to the head spring and back.  Sunday morning
we were on the Crystal River looking for manatees and
enjoying the experience of Three Sisters Springs.  Sunday
afternoon we paddle-toured several springs on the
Chassahowitzka River.  On Monday a smaller group of four

decided to paddle the Weekee Wachee.
I asked for impressions of the GCA/

MLK paddling experience from the partici-
pants and here's what I got!

Angela Sauve wrote this for her third
grad class:

Today, January 15th, Crystal River,
Florida... bubbles and whiskers, I paddle
closer to observe.  Why are all those snorkelers
huddled together?  What has captured their
attention?  Are you curious?  Does it make
you wonder?

Paddling carefully, I look down into the clear bub-
bling spring water.  Rocks, algae, scurrying fish float by
and no shadows appear of my anticipated mammal.  Enjoy-
ing the sparking sunlight dancing on the surface of the
river, I glance at all those diving tourists swimming on my
left.  As the crowd opens, I see his tail waffle above the
water.



The Eddy Line 17    March 2006

My paddle pushes the water below me as I follow his
trail.  A gray, rough and scratched hump rises above the
wake and waits for my kayak to be still.  "Oh!"  I stop.  Out
pops whiskers.  Two large round nostrils spray air and gulp
a new breath.  "Do I see a smile?"  I smile as I reach out my
hand.

My fingers run up and down his wrinkled yet strong
gray face.  He tilts his whiskers up into the air and then
submerges.  My hand slides down the back of his broad
head and neck.  Rub.  Scratch.  His skin is as coarse as sand
paper, yet with sandy green ocean ground covering.

Next, the manatee rolls his round body under my
kayak and his two elephant-like fins grasp my boat.
Protruding from the front of my boat is his vulnerable
stomach.  I guess he likes his tummy rubbed.  Again,
reaching down I rub, scratch, and wonder how many others
have petted this puppy of the sea?

Nancy and Elvin Hilyer:
The trip was great! Nancy and I enjoyed it — just as

last year.
We have been going to Crystal River for years and

have never seen as many manatees.  And this was certainly
our first trip to have a large manatee turn upside down
beneath our boat, put a flipper up on both sides, and just
hang out for a while.

Vincent Payne:
Mo, this is a stellar trip.  Megan and Elizabeth loved

it
Helen from Tallahassee wrote:
I enjoyed the weekend very much and found I was

most comfortable with your "management style".  Deter-
mining the paddling locations, setting the starting time
and place, offering information on what to expect on the

paddle, and then letting us have some freedom to explore,
was delightful.

Allen Hedden sent me his summary:
The early start on the Silver River resulted in fewer

power boats encountered than on any of my recent trips
there.  More birds to be seen as well, whether for the same
reason I don't know.

There was a notable lack of 'gator sightings, possibly
due to the cool weather.  More manatees than on my
previous trips — caused by cooler weather also?

Spotted two bald eagles.  Saw several osprey, one
holding a freshly caught fish in its talons.  We saw more,
and a wider variety of water birds than on any previous
trip: anhingas, cormorants, white ibis, great blue heron,
little blue heron, kingfishers, osprey, bald eagles, pelicans,
great white heron, snowy egrets, great egrets, brown
buzzards, turkey buzzards, and several varieties of ducks.

Monday on the Weekee Wachee:
Elvin and Nancy Hilyer accompanied Gaby and me

on the Weekee Wachee on Monday.  We got a pretty early
start so we could head back early, and so Nancy and Elvin
could make a dinner engagement at 6:00 in Sarasota.  We
were actually on the water at 10:15 after dropping off boats
and setting shuttle downstream at Rogers Park.

I've driven past Weekee Wachee many times on the
way to other Florida river destinations and never given a
thought to paddling it.  There's a big theme park looking
place right on the highway there with a huge parking lot
and signs advertising watching the mermaid show.  We
had decided on Sunday evening at dinner to try it because
it was fairly close and in the right direction for Nancy and
Elvin's dinner engagement.  We chanced upon a local

Part of the monkey colony on the Silver River.

Manatee surfacing for air on Crystal River, the only manatee
habitat with a growing population.
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paddler at Chassahowitska Campground Monday morn-
ing and asked about Weekee Wachee.  He gave it high
marks and filled us in with all the logistical details of put-
in, take-out, shuttle and good directions, including a good
eatery close by (more on that later).

This was arguably the prettiest Florida river I've
paddled so far, and I've been on a lot of them.  It rivaled the
Wekiva / Rock Springs Run and Juniper Springs.  The
clarity of the water and the white sand bottom was remi-
niscent of Juniper, but with a much wider riverbed and a
stronger flow.

Birds and other wildlife were everywhere.  The fish
were even more visible than in the Silver River / Silver
Springs.  And the manatee we saw grazing on the aquatic
plants was so clearly visible in the shallow ultra-clear
water, it was almost surreal.  We watched nesting herons

feeding their young.  As we drifted under a tree limb about
10 feet over our heads we watched an anhinga sitting on
the limb drying its feathers as a cat bird mewed in the
brush by the river.

We passed a raccoon who was calmly washing his
paws in the water on river left as we drifted by only a few
feet away.  He barely even noted our presence until I got
my camera out.  By the time I got ready for a shot, he had
climbed up the bank and disappeared into the brush.

For several miles, we had the river to ourselves.  No
other paddlers, no power boats, no fishermen, no stream
side visitors.  After 1-1/2 to 2 hours of solitude, we encoun-
tered a single recreational kayaker paddling upstream.
Then soon afterward the spell of solitude was absolutely
crushed by a jet ski cruising upriver (at idle speed) piloted
by none other than a Ranger — incredibly disappointing.
You'd think they could patrol the river in human powered
craft.  Soon we found out why they used motors — we
started seeing more and more power boats the closer we got
to the take-out.

The upstream paddle boat traffic also increased to-
ward the end of the run.  It seems putting in at Rogers Park
and paddling upstream and back down is a popular run.
There was a section of private homes part way down the
run, then more of the wild area, and then for the last mile
or so there were lots of private homes.  Most of them had
been there a while and were tastefully done, but we'd have
been happier if they were not there at all.

The clarity of the water remained remarkable for
quite a distance downstream until finally a pretty sizable
black water stream came in from river right, followed by a
couple of smaller ones on the left.  Soon after that, the
stream showed signs of being tidal, with some exposed
mud banks and root systems (it was low tide).

After taking out at Rogers Park, we followed the river
trip up with a wonderful lunch at the Bayport Inn on Rte
50 on the outskirts of Hernando Beach.  Their grouper
sandwich came highly recommended, and did not disap-
point us.  The fried ice cream dessert was wonderful as
well.  The biggest problem with the place was the large
number of really good looking items on the menu.

As we said our goodbyes, we all agreed that Weekee
Wachee had been well worth the time we spent getting
there, and we'd all do it again in a heartbeat.

Thanks for sharing your thoughts.  I hope some of you
who haven't experienced Florida's spring fed paddling can
join us next year.

- Mo

Manatee browsing in the clear waters of Weekee Wachee.

One of at least two bald eagle sightings. Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.
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Mulberry Trip Report
by Joan Steed

12/10/05.  For those of you looking for a fun little class
I/II Winter/Spring paddling opportunity, let me highly
recommend the Mulberry in beautiful North Alabama.  To
me, it's kind of like the Tuckeseigee River, a bit narrower
in places, with a lot more play spots.  I've been wanting to
share this river with other folks for quite a while, so when
Steve Reach's trip request landed in my inbox, I decided to
just pick a date.  So on December 10th, 2005, I led my first
GCA trip.  I even made it a combined Bham Canoe Club
trip as I didn't think I'd have too many takers for a mid-
December paddle.

As the date approached it looked like I going to have
no problem getting 12 folks to join me.  Fortunately, I knew
that some other Bham folks would be there to split the
group if necessary.  We orchestrated the split easily by
arriving at the put in 30 minutes late!  Note to self.... check
road conditions before planning route to put-in!

By the time we arrived at the put-in, fellow BCCr,
Joseph Schnorbus had already run shuttle with a bunch of
the Bham &  Huntsville folks (Arlene, Troy, Ross, Jimmy,
Norma, Mark, Andy, and a few others).  They decided to go
ahead and put in and we made plans to look for them at
Lunch Stop rapid mid-way through the run....  Thank you
Joseph!

So our trusty group of seven didn't actually slide into
the water until about 11:30.  It was a cloudy, chilly 45
degrees, but I can say without a doubt that we all loved
being on the river rather than getting that holiday shop-
ping finalized!  The water level wasn't ideal, but at just
under a foot on the bridge gauge it made for a nice first time
overview.

A quick note on water levels for the Mulberry:  I've
paddled the Mulberry at a variety of levels ranging be-
tween 1 and 3 feet.  The fun really begins at 1 foot on the
bridge and the play features only get better up to about 3
feet.  Don't know what happens after that!  The USGS web
site gives you great information. You just have to subtract
3.3 feet from their site to get the level on the bridge.  You
can get directions and lots of other scoop from
www.alabamawhitewater.com

Present in our group was Bill Dement and Eric Star
from Tuscaloosa and Heather Sutton, Sarah Taylor, and
Tom Bishop from Atlanta, as well as Adam Wood from
Talladega.  We made our way straight to the little 360 play
spot through the second channel on the river left side.
Arriving at the first 360 spot we noted that the water was
so low that you could actually see the rock ledge that
created the feature.  We all took a few spins there doing the

best we could to make things happen.
Afterwards we paddled downstream to the tip of the

island and back upstream allowing us to still play in the
first significant rapid of the run.  It's an S turn to the left
with a fun little "boof" rock  in the middle of the rapid.  The
rock was too exposed for boofing, but Tom did a cool little
splat move on it as he dropped into the eddy behind it.  We
goofed off here a while enjoying the opportunity to slide
across the first real current of the day.

About this time the sun came out and we paddled on
down to the Mulberry's signature side-surfing hole, Train-
ing Wheel.  We all had good rides despite the low water.  At
just below a foot I can tell you that this makes for some
interesting roll practice here should you get flipped.  We
played here a good bit and moved on down to Lunch Stop
rapid.  As luck would have it we ran into the Bham folks
here.  I had recruited Norma and Mark from Huntsville to
join us for the trip and was happy to see that they were
having a great time on the river.

Lunch Stop is a really neat place.  A gorgeous 40-foot
rock overhang on river right marks the entrance.  I like to
catch the eddy behind the first huge boulder on river right.
From there you can see the 2 foot drop that creates the
surfing wave below.  Dropping out of the eddy and catching
the very next eddy on river right is a nice way to set up for
surfing the Lunch Stop wave.  It's shady here so people
usually grab lunch on the beach just downstream on river
left.  Again, great convenience and easy to get back to the
wave and play after catching some rays.

Just downstream is Eddy Hop rapid.  A variety of
lines were run here and everyone seemed to enjoy finding
their own way.  Tom started from the river left eddy at the
top and dropped down to the next eddy for some play in the
hole below.  Just downstream we found another great 360
spot on river right.  This actually turned out to be our
favorite 360 spot.  Sarah got her first 360 here on her first
attempt.  Talk about a natural!

Finally, it was time to move on down to our last rapid,
Five O, which is conveniently located at the take-out.  Lots
to do here, but most of us picked our way down river right
so that we could end up in the final river right eddy for the
Five-O wave.  I would say that this is the signature play
spot on the river.  It lived up to its name and provided
everyone with lots of good surfing.  Heather and Sarah got
everyone's attention with an impromptu tandem surf.
Way to go girls!

I plan to lead another trip on the Mulberry this
Spring.  Hope you can join me!

"I find that the harder I work, the more luck I seem to
have."          - Thomas Jefferson
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Update on the Charlotte White
Water Park
by Maurice Blackburn

I had the opportunity to visit the Charlotte White
Water Park on November 11 to check out its progress. Bob
Hathcock, who is acting as a consultant to the white water
park, invited us to inspect the construction site.  Many of
you will know Bob from the Nantahala Outdoor Center.

The white water section of the park is roughly trian-
gular in shape.  There will be an upper and lower pool,
connected by left hand and right hand channels forming
the white water routes.  The left hand channel has two
entry points with a confluence part way down.  Once at the
lower pool rafters and hard boaters ride a conveyor belt —
in their rafts and boats — back up to the upper pool.  Water
is circulated from the lower pool back up to the upper pool.

The construction is proceeding well.  The concrete for
the huge pump house is in place, although the seven
Swedish 750 HP pumps have not yet been delivered.  The
channels have been dug out and a significant amount of

concrete has been poured.  You can already see some of the
built-in drops and constrictions.  Large rocks will be
permanently located in the channels together with mov-
able plastic "rocks" to provide appropriate river features.

There will be over 4,000 feet of class 3-4 white water.
The plan is to have the facility completed by spring so that
training can begin in March to allow it to be open to the
public by June.

It is clear that rafting is expected to provide the main
revenue; however hard boaters will also be encouraged to
use the Park.  At this time no fee schedule has been
proposed.

In addition to the white water section, the park will
also include a climbing tower and bike and hiking trails.  It
is also planned to have an access to the Catawba River, or
to be more precise, the upper end of Lake Wylie.  There will
be a 20,000 sq ft lodge and conference center with a
restaurant and retail outlet.

More information about the park can be found on the
Web at www.usnwc.org.
- From the Carolina Canoe Club email list.

Dolores — Slickrock Canyon
June 2-4, 2005
by Gary DeBacher

Rio de Nuestra Senoma de los Dolores, or River of Our
Lady of Sorrows, was named by Father Escalante in 1776,
one of a small party seeking an overland route from Santa
Fe to California.  The party tried to stay close to the
Dolores, along what is now called Ponderosa Canyon, but
when they came to the serpentine sandstone Slickrock
Canyon, they gave up, turning back up Gypsum Creek and
way around to near present day Montrose.

About 230 years later, we were driving from Montrose
way around to Gypsum Creek for a rare chance to canoe
Slickrock Canyon.  The River of Sorrows had carried little
more than salty tears since 1999, the result of massive
upstream water diversion plus Colorado's long drought.
The past winter, though, had brought heavy snow pack,
filling McPhee Reservoir and inducing BLM to schedule
boatable water into the Dolores canyons through April,
May, and most of June.

At the Gypsum Creek BLM access, I tied gear into the
Synergy.  Leery of BLM rangers, I had the required gear:
a fire pan, a dishwater strainer, and two welding tube
containers for human waste.  Yet I had no need for fire, nor
would I be straining dishwater.

Not wanting to bother with cooking and cleaning, I
had a large supply of trail mix, food bars, and some jerky
to last for a couple of nights in the canyon.  I was also

carrying 32 pounds of bottled water, some Gatorade and a
couple of beers.  The brown water hissing past the put-in
is often too salty to filter, because it runs through the top
of salt domes.  Most side streams are small and unreliable
water sources.

The river was running about 800 cfs through the open
ranchland around Gypsum Creek, about the same as the
Chattooga at 2.1.  Occasional rafts came down from Little
Glen Canyon, headed for the Slickrock Canyon entrance.
Ellie tried not to fret aloud; none of my previous western
solo runs had involved two overnights in a deep wilderness
canyon.  She was encouraged by the number of parties
putting on, especially a canoe party of Coloradoans who

Nearing Bull Canyon.
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offered to have me join them.  But they planned to make
camp rather early that day, while I hoped to cover at least
10 of the 36 canyon miles before dark.

The Synergy felt a bit sluggish as I turned out into the
swift current, though it carried less than the weight of two
paddlers.  I was more puzzled than concerned, because the
occasional rapids in Slickrock don't exceed class 2, and few
of them are long.  The main hazards would be rocks hidden
in the swift current, or getting shoved into rocky over-
hangs.  I paddled meanders down to the last bridge, while
Ellie drove along the road taking pictures.

Then the Dolores ran into a great ridge of sandstone,
and after feinting north, it cut east into its canyon.  Sand-
stone rose on both sides.  Some was marked by fairly
horizontal layers, laid down along ancient seashores.  Some
rose in smoother swells and curves, formed from ancient
dunes.  Subtle striations showed how sand had blown in
slanting revisions, one over the other.  Countless dunes
must have formed in deserts and blown away, but just
these had been piled up to harden into sandstone.

The sediments lay deep for millennia.  The Dolores,
once a tributary of the San Juan River, was forced north-
ward by uplift, to meander on flatlands as it ran toward the
Colorado.  Then the land rose under the river, and those
meanders began cutting Slickrock Canyon.  The Sand-
stone is very old, Jurassic, Triassic; the uplift and canyon
cutting happened fairly recently in geologic time.

Rock walls dropped straight to the water's edge.  Bull
Canyon, the first big side canyon, opened on river right; the
rapid next to the mouth was not much.  Around a couple of
bends was a smaller right side canyon, where rafts were
landing to camp.  Opposite was a big wave train running
along a low wall.  I snuck right of the waves, my boat too
heavy to dump and too cluttered to bail.  Should have
bought a pump.  My gear was protected in tapered inflat-

able dry bags, Voyageur and Watershed, designed for
kayaks.  The fat ends were tied down next to the triple
saddle, and the narrow ends were roped down under the
end bags.

At the next bend was one of the most photographed
spots on the Dolores, where it cuts so far under frozen
dunes that they hang completely over the river.  I landed
on the shady bank opposite the overhanging sand wall for
a late lunch.  A large campsite up away from the river was
as yet unoccupied.  It was surrounded by dry grass salted
with yellow spires and cactus flowers.

Returning to my boat, I saw a kayaker in a Wave
Sport Diesel who seemed to have three support rafts.  I
called to him that I hoped he'd be comfortable, as he would
be just sitting for much of the trip.  Then I pushed off again
myself.

The river snaked westward, then whipped north

Haystacks along a rock wall.

Under the rock wall.
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toward the most severe meanders in Slickrock Canyon.
Intermittent rapids were formed by huge sandstone boul-
ders which had crashed into the river.  I had difficulty
keeping track of where I was, even though I had the
Dolores River Guide open in front of me, and the compass
beside it.  Part of the problem was that the River Guide was
arbitrary in which landmarks it chose to include.  La Luge
Rapid, for example, "...not really a rapid, just a fun drop,"
was not a drop at all, and not at all noteworthy.  I wasn't
even sure which one the Guide authors meant until I later
reviewed my photos.

The other problem was that, in such a twisting
canyon, small turns were hard to tell from big ones.  For a
while that sunny afternoon, I thought I was a couple of
miles farther along than was actually the case.  When I saw
a campsite under a frozen dune, I thought that might be

the Grotto, cited in the Guide, but I wondered why it was
on the left rather than the right as shown on the map.
Before I realized my error, I chanced to photograph the
neck of the three leaf clover meander, where the river runs
three miles around a stem about an eighth of a mile in
thickness.

Still looking for the real Grotto, I gave up and camped
opposite a noisy wave train.  The small campsite was
almost ideal, with one pocket just big enough for the tent,
another with a ledge for sitting and spreading gear, and a
third in cool shade where I lay and rested for awhile.

Then I hiked south over fallen boulders and up to an
overhang.  I could look down on my campground to the SW,
and around the bend to the north was the Grotto, the thing
itself.  Tiny tents and people lay in its friendly maw.
Finally knowing my location, I saw that I had covered 13
miles the first afternoon.

It was cold that night, though pleasant enough in my
Sierra Designs Omega, with the winter weather panels
zipped shut over the screens.  Empty Gatorade bottles
obviated nocturnal trips to river's edge.  The roar of the
wave train drowned out night sounds.

Up by 7:30, I sat munching trail mix.  An oarsman
guided a raft down the wave train, with two passengers,
one in the bow, one in the stern.  They must have a lot
planned, to be loaded and on the water so early.  The
current is strong and steady enough that a raft could cover
the whole 36 miles in a day.

I repacked methodically, trying to put things back
where I could locate them quickly later.  I was on the water
again by nine o'clock, but found that the party in the Grotto
had left before I could take their picture from water level.
Downstream on the right was the Leach Creek side can-
yon, said to be a good hike.  The landing was high and
small, and there was no good place to tie the canoe or beach

The Grotto with tiny tents inside.

My first campsite is by the rapid.
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it, so I kept going.
That second day began beautifully sunny.  It would

become memorable for its weather contrasts.  As I rounded
the lobes of the Cloverleaf meander and passed the Notch,
a gap in the neck of the next meander, clouds built up
overhead.  A mile below the Notch I spotted the back of the
neck of the Cloverleaf.  Just a mile beyond that was the
other side of the Notch.  Around the bend I spotted a "small
natural arch" designated in my guidebook.  It was more
like an undercut stone bench, not a walk-through.

It was getting colder and raining a little, so I pulled
over on a gravel bar to put on my Rapidstyle raingear.
Back on the water, I missed pictures of the giant rocks at
Pirate's Cove because raindrops blew all over the lens.  The
river meanders kept oscillating at about two cycles per
mile all the way to Spring Canyon.

Spring Canyon was the one rapid I ran badly.  "Spring
Canyon (III) is worth scouting."  I, however, was distracted
trying to clean my lens, photograph the canyon mouth, and
spot a landing, so I ended up not scouting or doing the other
things properly either.  Most of the water ran down a
twisting course against an overhanging left side wall.  I
couldn't see through that, so I decided to try working
through the half-covered boulder field in the center.  The
loaded boat didn't respond well to corrections, and I ended
up humping crudely over some hidden rocks. No harm
done except to my pride.  The rain increased again and I
stuffed the camera under my PFD.

Below Spring Canyon the river straightened, run-
ning west for a ways.  Sometimes the headwinds were
severe, and the best way to fight it was to lean way forward
and bury the paddle next to the bow, using the strong
current to pull the boat forward by its nose.  But then the
sun came out, the sky cleared, and I stopped to rest and
rehydrate.  Back on the water, occasional rapids were

peppy enough to keep the paddling interesting.  In a couple
of miles I came to Coyote Wash, the biggest tributary in
Slickrock Canyon.

Most of the side canyons are fairly steep, with scant
water trickling down stepwise from pool to pool.  Coyote
Wash does not carry much more water, just a shallow
ribbon in the sand even in this wet spring, but for some
reason it has cut a level course, so that one can walk up over
sand and grass for miles, even into Utah.  I contented
myself with a quarter mile walk, accompanied by rafters
who were interested in my lone canoeist status.  There
were huge, grassy campgrounds at the mouth of the wash.
I hoped to find a smaller campsite a few miles down around
Muleshoe Bend.

Muleshoe Bend is another tight meander, two miles
around with a neck only about two tenths of a mile across.
The neck on Muleshoe has eroded so far down that one can

The back heel of Muleshoe Bend. The Diesel Gang goin' bye.
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land and climb across.  This neck is the Muleshoe's Achilles
Heel; someday the river will cut through and amputate the
shoe.  Clambering over the gap, I thought that only the
most lightly loaded boater would consider a portage here
to save half an hour's paddling.

I could have camped there, but it was rather open and
over-visited.  The sky was darkening, the wind picking up,
so there would be a strong tailwind down to the toe of the
shoe.  Perhaps I could find a campsite sheltered by an
overhang.  Soon, though, thunder echoed down the canyon,
hard rain pelted down, and the wind blew so that I could
not keep the boat in line.

The boat was briefly forced so hard to starboard that
the gunwale came within a couple of inches of the water.  I
managed to get to the bank, where I grabbed a double
handful of willow branches and hunched over to wait out
the storm.

It was over soon, and the rainwater left the frozen
dune layers a shiny gray.  The sky cleared, the sun shone
again.  This was perhaps the deepest part of Slickrock
Canyon, the river at about 5000, the canyon rim up to 6000
feet.  I stopped to look for a sheltered campsite, without
success.  Tamarisk, willow, and thick grasses thrive near
the water and make it difficult to get to more open, drier
areas above.

Soon I floated to the downstream side of the Achilles
Heel.  Campsites there were still exposed and unappeal-
ing.  Campsites in the Dolores River Guide are marked by
white or black teepees, and the dark ones are supposed to
be for smaller parties.  There was a small-party site
marked about half a mile down on the left, by the mouth
of a small side canyon.

I paddled down, landed on a gravel bar, and explored
the site.  It was not small, in fact it could have accommo-
dated an entire GCA Extravaganza with ease.  Up on a

gravelly step was a gathering site with logs arranged for
sitting, and more logs landscaped to protect a colony of
flowering cactus.  For my own tent, however, I chose a
pocket sheltered by small trees, an easy walk from my
landing.  Having done about 15 miles, I was too tired to go
on, and if I was joined by a larger party, there was the
chance of getting fed something more interesting than trail
mix and jerky.

Back at water's edge, the view south was right
through the gap in Muleshoe. One large party passed, the
three rafts and the lone Diesel kayaker.  Wave, shout,
hadn't seen them since the overhang the day before.  I
explored the little canyon behind the camp.  It was too
boulder-choked to go far.  Then the tent had to go up; no
prospect of sleeping out with the sky still doubtful and a
cold night coming on.

Next morning I woke with a migraine, but the weather
looked to stay fair.  I shifted some of the water bottles
toward the back of the boat to improve handling, and sure
enough, when I set out, the Synergy was more like its old
self.  I had only about 8.5 miles to the Bedrock take-out,
and there were four "name" rapids along the way, so
handling counted more than tracking.

A mile down I passed Bip Rock, a big chunk of eroded
sandstone perched oddly on the water.  The Dolores
whipped back and forth twice more in its canyon and then
the walls began to pull back, revealing more open vistas.
Opposite a side canyon was One Holer Rapid, where the
guidebook said I could stay left of an island and enjoy the
big hole at the bottom.  Well, there was no island, and there
was no big hole, though there were some nice waves, and
some half-hidden rocks which might catch a careless raft.

The open views were so beautiful that I pulled over to
the right bank and threw up.  Where would the BLM want
me to barf?  Never mind, it went in the river.  I was not sorry

Bip Rock.

Resting at One Holer Rapid.
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for retching, for as is often the case, it ended the migraine.
I found a place in the shade and dozed for a bit.

Then it was on to La Sal rapid, which the guidebook
said "looks awful" but can be run in rafts at less than 800
cfs.  At 800, there really wasn't much to it; waves and
hidden rocks were the only hazards.  Just beyond on the
left was La Sal Creek running smoothly out of a side
canyon.  Though there is a pack trail running up along the
creek, I couldn't find a good landing, and turned out to
paddle through some multi channel rapids.

I missed the left side landing where one can see
petroglyphs and dinosaur tracks, and soon came to S-Turn
rapid, described as a III+.  It was much more open and easy
than, say, Spring Creek or One Holer.  The only problem
might be that the first leg of the S would shoot a loaded raft
toward some right side rocks lurking in the turn.  These
were easy to skirt in a canoe.  I landed for pictures and to
kill time, even napping a bit again, knowing that Ellie
didn't expect me at the take-out until 2 PM.

The last name rapid was "Madam Curie," next to a big
side canyon.  This was radium mining country, but I don't
know why the Madame's glowing reputation was attached
to this particular rapid.  It was a nice one, though, with a
bit of length to it.

In the final mile a big pumping plant appeared up the
right bank.  This Bureau of Reclamation project is not to
extract or purify water.  Instead it takes brine from shallow
wells and pumps it deep in the ground so it doesn't run
down the Dolores and into the Colorado.  As mentioned

earlier, the Dolores has high salinity, and reducing salinity
in the Colorado supposedly helps farmers and communi-
ties far down in Arizona, southern California, and Mexico.

Of course it would work just as well not to have built
two huge reservoirs on the Colorado, Lake Mead and Lake
Powell, which increase salinity by leaching salt out of the
rocks they cover, and lose enormous amounts of pure water
to evaporation....

But I digress.  Though I hadn't seen any live people
all day, just one parked raft, when I got to the take-out
there were lots of vehicles and several rafting parties
loading up.  A couple in an oared raft, the same one I had
seen parked earlier, said they had seen me dozing at One
Holer rapid.  They were fairly experienced canoeists, but
decided to try rafting to better cope with the gear chal-
lenges of multi-day western rivers.

Ellie appeared on time, in spite of some temporary
route confusion.  I loaded up while she explored, and then
we hit the road, meeting my sister and her family to camp
along the Dolores' sister river, the San Miguel.  The San
Miguel was cookin' with cold runoff, but I had run that
section before, and I was dog tired.

In fact I did not run anything after the Dolores.  I
watched practice for slalom Nationals in Durango.  We
visited Sand Dunes National Monument, the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains, Mount Capulin Volcano National Monu-
ment in New Mexico, and Tishomingo State Park in
northeast Mississippi.  It just didn't seem important to run
anything after the Dolores, not for a while.

Conasauga Quick-Trip Report
As many of you know I was looking to do the Conasauga

the other day because it had water and is a southern
classic.  Well the trip was quite exciting.

Brad Roberts and I met at 10:00 because of traffic on
I-285 and then discovered that I had forgotten my gear.  So
an hour later we are back on the road and realized that
Brad had no glasses so we went back to his house.  So we
did not get to the Conasauga take-out until 1:30.

Luckily the other two guys we were supposed to meet
got lost and had just arrived.  We picked up an odd local
boater named Paul who had run the river many times and
was excited to see it so high.

After a short discussion about water level (1 foot 4
inches) and the danger of running a ten mile class IV-V
creek in the winter late in the day, we drove to the put-in.

We got lost driving to the put in.
Then the boats (kayaks) fell off my car and sheared

the side view mirror off.
We finally found the put-in trail (2:30) and had lost

Paul.  His boat was at the trailhead but his car was gone.
We unloaded in the snow and then Paul arrived.  He

was really sketchy about making the run at high water and
this late in the day, but those without good judgment
prevailed (I had good judgment and suggested we not run
this river).  We started off to the river with a brief hike.

The hike is actually about 1-1/2 to 3 miles to the river
in the snow, so it was not fun.  I was glad that my canoe was
not the heaviest boat on the trip.

After about a mile on a trail, Paul took us down a
"shortcut" off into the woods that shortened the trip to 1-
1/2 miles.  We bushwhacked for about a half mile and
arrived at the river.  Well most of us arrived.  Paul ran off
upstream to run an extra half mile warm-up and Brad was
missing.  I was starting to get pissed about wasting time
when the sun was setting in less than three hours.

Eventually I found Brad downstream where he and
his boat had landed after falling down a hill in the snow.

We reacquired Paul and all but Kevin of us walked
Chernobyl, the first class V drop at the put-in.  We headed
downstream at high speed running the class IV stuff
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mostly blind.  The water level was rather pushy with large
holes in almost every rapid.  After about 4 major rapids we
were less than a quarter mile into the trip and scouting
something large and "manky".  I could not understand
waiting around in the snow to procrastinate and just ran
the thing with the assumption that the kayakers would
either walk it or be close behind me.

Brad was close behind me, and we sat in the one
sunny patch 1/4 mile downstream for about 20 minutes
waiting for the other boaters to do whatever they were
doing.

We finally reorganized and ran some more good
rapids at high speed.  Then at about 3:40, Paul told us the
next drop had some small slots on river left.  We were
supposed to stay left as the river tried to push everyone
right.

Well I watched Paul pull out and drop over the first
slot and drop over ten feet out of view.  I was about 20 feet
behind him and realized that he had not come out of the
slot and I could not stop.  My first thought was that Paul
was under a tree and that this was how a buddy of mine
died on the Rocky Broad.  I was hauling as fast as possible
to keep my bow up in case of a tree as I went through the
slot.  In the last seconds I saw that the rapid was not as
Paul described it.  Instead the "slot" was a steep slide into
a huge river wide hole (similar to Submarine Falls on the
North Fork FB) with both Paul and his gear recirculating
around in it.

Paul had that look of terror that crosses most folks
face when a big open boat is about to crash down on them
in a hole.  I was worried that I would go under his kayak
and get stuck in the hole with him.  Luckily, everything
worked out as I knocked some of the gear out of the hole
and was free of the drop when Brad landed on Paul and his
boat.  That freed Paul and liberated his boat.  Brad had a
huge back ender but was free of the hole.

We spent some time retrieving Paul and all of his
stuff.

Everyone reorganized, and we started downstream
with the understanding that we would probably hike out at

Chicken Coop Gap (600+ feet climb up a steep slope) and
walk miles back to the car in the snow and dark.

At the bottom of the next drop four of us waited
around for Paul and after about five minutes I expressed
my concern that Paul had not peeled out from the eddy
where he was getting back into his boat.  At that point Tom
(kayaker) tells me that Paul was walking.

"Walking!" I say.  "We don't have time to have Paul
walk the class IV stuff."

Tom then tells me, "No, Paul is walking back up the
river to hike to his car and get off."  He had told Tom that
there were still two more big drops before the halfway
point.

So we started downstream at ludicrous speed.
I am not sure what the 2 "big drops" were but I did

recognize Chicken Coop Gap (mile 4.5) when we arrived
there at 4:15.  Since the river opens up some at this point
and we still had some daylight, the party carried on
(actually my decision).

The next 5.5 miles of class III-V white water were run
at super speed.  The river was higher than I had ever seen
it before.   I spent more than half of my time paddling as
fast as possible to keep up with Brad and occasionally
waiting for the other two kayakers.

The sun started to set as we reached Undercut Rock
Rapid and we finished the last big five rapids at dusk.

Because it was cold and getting dark, no one ran
Tombstone or Whale Tail (class V at 1'4").  Some of the
party portaged a few additional drops because the holes
looked "big".  We reached the take-out at 6:05 and in a few
minutes it was pitch black.

Paul had made it off the river to his truck at the top
and left.

We finished shuttle at 8:30.
Final tally: 5 boaters, 3 swims, 1 hike out, 1 lost

paddle, 1 paddle retrieved, 1 damaged car, 10 miles in ~3
hours 5 minutes.

So the moral of this story:  You can do the entire
Conasauga in 3 hours.  However I don't recommend it.
- From the Foothills Paddling Club email list.

Wanna Be Boater
You might be a wanna be boater if:
The number of boats in the garage/basement outnumbers
your river days last year.
You attend every club meeting and talk about how much
you "wanna" go boating, saying you are going to get out
soon.
You attend every club meeting to whine about how long it
has been since you have been boating.

You attend the weekly roll session; do three rolls, and then
BS with your best "wanna be paddling buddy" about going
boating this weekend.
You plan a week of rivers every year in a different state
with your 5 best "wanna be boater" buddies, and not one
trip has happened, even though two weeks before the trip
everyone was going.
You spent 12 weeks developing a PC program to randomly
select the not boating excuse of the week.
You use boating to justify the $50K, 4x4, 1-ton diesel
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CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to dues-
paid GCA members.  Business-re-
lated and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com.  PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRIT-
TEN ADS.  All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Wenonah Jensen
18', Kevlar, 37 lbs., very fast, excel-
lent condition, always stored inside.
Set up for touring.  Includes inter-

changeable contoured cane seats and
tractor seats with adjustable bow seat.
Many extras.  $1000 firm.  Pictures
by e-mail.  Roy Ivey 864.296.9788 or

iveycma@att.net (Anderson, SC).
FOR SALE - Canoe, Wenonah XL
Advantage.  Kevlar, 24lbs. 16' 10".
Few patches in bow but boat is in
solid condition.  Used for racing, cruis-
ing or working out.  $250.  Firm.  Call
Larry 404.406.7367 cell or 770.590
.0699 home.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Esquif Nitro
OC-1, fully outfitted with Voyageur
nylon air bags, UFO ethafoam saddle,
play boat knee pads and thigh straps;
mango color.  Excellent condition:
only used twice on the Nantahala and
always stored in garage.  Pictures
available.  $850.  Call Wayne Guerke
at 229.386.2104 (Tifton, GA); email
gapaddler2@mchsi.com.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Savage Skeeter.
Short white water play boat.  Very
good condition.  $450.  404.636.9339
- leave a message if I'm not in.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Wave Sport EZ.
Well loved EZ.  Great beginner boat.
$250 obo.  jkaufman@uga.edu, phone:
706.759.3857.
FOR SALE - Yakima racks with

rollers/saddle and lock system -- never
used -- $250.  Call 706.348.1283.
FOR SALE - Sit-on-top, Perception;
added back support; red, 1 yr. old.
Atlanta area.  $250.  404.642.0828  6
am to 8 pm.
HELP WANTED - Help Wanted at
The Outside World:  Experienced
paddlers wanted for 20 or more hours
per week to work on sales floor at
outfitters shop in Dawsonville, GA.
Meet other paddlers, work with the
gear you love and get great discounts
on all your personal paddle gear.  Send
resume (it does not need to be perfect)
to brent@theoutsideworld.net or call
Brent at 706.265.4500.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help.  We need members
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, etc.  Call 770.421.
9729, leave a message.
Wanted - Kevlar canoe, solo or small
tandem.  Doug Fortenberry  404.217.
0224.

dually, camper, heavy-duty racks, in the driveway, which
has never been off the pavement or carried any boat other
than yours.
You have the Gore-Tex dry suit, Gore-Tex dry top, Gore-
Tex dry pants, Farmer John, 12 fleece this, 12 fleece that,
Gore-Tex what is it, three throw ropes, 25 carabineers, 3
pulleys, 3 dozen NRS straps, and 6 bow/stern lines; all like
new/clean/most never used.
You have a complete collection of 123 outfitter catalogs; in
abused condition, and you cannot find another new piece
of gear to buy; you have two/three/six of everything.
You have a complete 50 state collection of river guides,
well read, but never used.
You have a complete 50 state collection of gazetteers in
perfect unused condition.
You have memorized all the rivers and appropriate gauge
readings within a 150 mile radius of your house and have
not paddled more than 10 of them.
You can name every class III rapid within a 150-mile
radius of your house and have not run any of them.

The local paddling clubs return your checks for club
events, un-cashed, because they know you are not going to
show.
- From the Tennessee White Water email list.

Eddy Line classifieds work!!





GCA SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA 2006

April 28th, 29th, 30th

Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground, Bryson City, NC
Opens early April 2006

828.488.3672
www.smmcamp.tripod.com

Smokey Mountain has rustic cabins, RV hookups, and tent camping in the meadow.  The campground is
within an easy drive to the Nantahala, Tuckaseigee, French Broad, Ocoee, and others.  Trips will be available

for all skill levels.

CAMPSITES:
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

You are responsible for your own reservations

$6.00/site/night for 2 people in the meadow
 $14 for 2 people for creek side camping

$18 for 2 people for campsites with water and electricity
$20 for campsites with RV hook-ups

All prices for 2 people per site, add $6 for each additional person

CABINS: $45-$58/night

FRIDAY NIGHT:
Bonfire at 7:00 PM.  Get together and talk about Sat. paddle trips.

SATURDAY MORNING:
Meet at gazebo to organize trips at 8:00 AM.

SATURDAY NIGHT:
7:00 PM

Dinner catered by Monica from Harvest Moon Café
Menu TBA

$10 Dinner Plate
also

Bonfire – Please Bring Logs!

SUNDAY MORNING:
7:30 - 9:00 AM – Breakfast catered again by Monica

$7.00 plate

For further information, contact:
Denise Keller, 770.591.0980 / baloata@bellsouth.net



GCA SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA 2006
Dinner / Breakfast Catering Registration Form

Fill out order form below and make your check out to "GCA".  Mail the form and check to:
Denise Keller

518 Victoria Rd
Woodstock, GA 30189

770.591.0980
baloata@bellsouth.net

Name:________________________________________________________  Phone: ___________________________

No. in Party: ____  Email: _________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday Night Dinner:
$10.00/each person: Number of people _________ $_________________

Sunday Breakfast:
$7.00/each person: Number of people _________ $_________________

$5.00 LATE FEE if post-marked after April 17, 2006 $_________________

Make check payable to GCA GRAND TOTAL: $_________________

Trip Coordinators Needed!

Willing to lead a trip Saturday or Sunday on:

Cartecay:___________ Nantahala:_______ Tuckaseigee:________ Pigeon:__________ Ocoee:_____________

Upper Chattahoochee:__________ Chattooga:_________Other_________________

Lake(s):_________________________________________________________________

Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground, Bryson City, NC
828.488.3672

www.smmcamp.tripod.com
See website for a map/directions/cabin pictures/hiking trails/area information and more.






