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2005 GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair
This year GCA will be doing something a little bit different for the Fall
Gala — we have decided to change both the venue and the format. We will have
the Fall Gala on Columbus Day Weekend, October 7 (Fri) thru 10 (Mon) at
Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground, which is just south of Bryson City,
NC. The new format for the Fall Gala will be much more informal and relaxing.
Participants will make their own campsite reservations, and breakfast and
dinner will be on your own. You can bring and prepare your own food, or there
are many convenient local restaurants to choose from.
Smokey Mountain Meadows has campsites, RV hook ups and rustic cabins
available, as well as tent camping in the meadow, and is within an easy drive
to such rivers as the French Broad, the Nantahala, the Tuckaseigee, the
Nolichucky, the Ocoee and more. We'll have trips available for all skill levels,
so it should be a fun time for everyone.
Campsite prices are $6 for two people for camping in the meadow, $14 for
two people ($6/person over 2) for creekside campsites, $18 for two people ($6/
person over 2) for campsites with water/electricity and $20 for two people ($6/
person over 2) for RV hook-up campsites. Cabins are available ranging from
$40 to $58. To make campsite reservations, call Smokey Mountain Meadows
at 828.488.3672. For directions, you can visit their website at http://
smmcamp.tripod.com/.
We'll meet at the gazebo each morning (Sat - Mon) around 8 am to discuss
current water levels and possible river trips. We'll also need trip coordinators,
so if you would like to lead a trip, give me a call or email. We really need folks
to coordinate class I-II rivers.
Please give me a call or email if you plan to attend, have questions about
the Fall Gala, or can volunteer to help out. Jamie Higgins, 404.508.0761,
jmhiggins_99@yahoo.com.
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To be good is noble, but
to teach others how to
be good is nobler and
less trouble.
- Mark Twain.
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information - Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line - Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Jim Albert at 770.414.1521.
For information on winter roll practice - Call Louis
Boulanger at 404.373.2907.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line - Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads - Call Newsletter
Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318.
For information on videos and books available from
the GCA Library - Call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636.

Who Ya Gonna Call?
The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club - Call the club telephone
number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message. Someone
will get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities - Call
President Gina Johnson at 770.971.1542 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Cruise Master Steve
Reach at 770.760.7357.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

Board of Directors Meetings

GCA Executive Committee
President .............................................. Gina Johnson
Vice President ..................................... Vincent Payne
Secretary ................................................. Tom Bishop
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................... Gabriella Schlidt
Recreation Chair ................................. Jamie Higgins
Resource Development Chair ................. Knox Worde
River Protection Chair .............................. Don Kinser
Training Chair ........................................... Jim Albert

The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings are held quarterly during the last month of the
quarter (March, June, September, December). The time,
date and location is announced in The Eddy Line. All
members are encouraged to attend. If you have an item for
discussion, please call GCA President Gina Johnson at
770.971.1542 so she can add your item to the agenda.
Attending Board meetings is a great way to become more
involved with the GCA. Your participation would be much
apreciated.

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue, material
should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the deadline or
they MAY NOT be published in the next issue. To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com. The text of an
article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files. To submit material
via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII text file labeled with a
".txt" file extension, or as a text file on a 3-1/2 inch high density MacIntosh formatted disk, and include a printed copy (Disks returned
only if requested). To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, GA 30066. All
classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested. Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted.
Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions. Thanks for your cooperation.
The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues. Periodicals postage
paid at Atlanta, GA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
READERS: Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label. Telephone 770.421.9729.
Copyright © 2005 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc. Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do
not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club. Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar
or obscene language, and to fit in allocated space. No substantive changes are made in any material published herein. Eddy Line material published
herein and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other
paddling organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA. Proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements herein
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
August
5 Ocoee
6 Ocoee
6-7 Flint (Note 1)
20 Chattooga Section 4
7 Nantahala
7 Chattooga (Note 2)
13 Ocoee (Note 3)
14 Cartecay
14 Ocoee
20 Metro Chattahoochee
21 Nantahala
21 Chattooga (Note 4)
27 Chattooga (Note 4)
27-28 Hiwassee (Note 5)
28 Etowah
28 Nantahala
Note 1:
Note 2:
Note 3:
Note 4:
Note 5:

Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 3-4 Advanced
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate

Allen Hedden
Jodi Kaufmann
Vincent Payne
Roger Nott
John Scott
Peter Elkon
Peter Chau
Dick Hurd
Peter Chau
Steve Reach
John Scott
Peter Chau
Peter Chau
Joy Scott
Dick Hurd
John Scott

770.426.4318
706.759.3857
770.834.8263
770.536.6923
770.421.2451
404.314.3861
864.885.9477
770.664.4770
864.885.9477
770.760.7357
770.421.2451
864.885.9477
864.885.9477
770.421.2451
770.664.4770
770.421.2451

Overnite Camping and Fishing Trip. Fishing activites may slow forward progress.
Section 3-1/2 or 4 depending on water level.
Upper and Middle sections.
Section 3 or 3-1/2 depending on water level.
GCA Chicks Paddle. Women only, weekend overnighter. Call early to reserve lodgings.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space —
Call the Cruise Master and Sign Up Now!!
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate
venue if the water levels and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get
a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic
and expanding skill levels.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call the Cruise Master, Steve Reach at 770.760.7357. As usual, we need trip
coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts
of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: Wednesday evenings from 6:00 PM 'til dark, May thru the end of daylight saving time in October, at
the lake at Stone Mountain Park. See announcement in this issue of The Eddy Line.
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GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member. All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636 to find out what is
available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or book
for postage and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome. (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:
Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA 30217
The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
I Said Left, Stupid: A Video Guide to the
Chattooga River (Sect. 2 & 3)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle: Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle: White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & beyond)
Play Daze
Retendo

Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
The Middle Fork of the Salmon River
(Idaho) — by Photographic Expeditions
Trailside: White Water Canoeing the
Chattooga River
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the
Streams of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Watershed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to Georgia
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Movement

breaking news items of interest to the paddling community, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gcalist@yahoogroups.com. If you want to receive any of
this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions. Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.
By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.

Announcements

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this
printing about 300 subscribers. Here's
how the list works:
By sending an email to "gcalist@yahoogroups.com"
you automatically reach all subscribers to the list with the
message. Only those subscribed to the list can send email
to the list.
To subscribe to the list, send an email to "gcalistsubscribe@yahoogroups.com". You will receive a verification that you are subscribed and a welcome message with
instructions on how to unsubscribe and various other
commands available through the service. Be sure to save
this information for future reference.
All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late
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Florida information (assorted)
Georgia Mountains
Godforsaken Sea: Racing the World’s Most
Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana: Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Washington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org. We are
continually adding information and links of value to paddlers. Send your ideas for updates to the GCA web
committee at gcaweb@gmail.com. Membership applications, GCA waivers and other forms for use by members
are posted on the site.
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Mail Failure Notices

Canoe Outfitting & Repair
Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Each month the Electronic Eddy Line receives numerous mail failure notices against members' email IDs.
If your email address comes back with a mail failure
notice, you will be deleted from the recipient list for the
Electronic Eddy Line until we get a request to be added
back with a current email address.
Also, if we get a number of mail failure notices
against an email ID on the GCA Email List, that ID is
automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software. It is
the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscription with the current email ID. Your cooperation is
appreciated — it makes less work for our all volunteer
staff.

cally. You can also opt out of the paper version to save the
trees, as well as printing and mailing expense.

Support Our GCA Supporters

Upcoming Events of Interest

The GCA web site now features a GCA Supporters
web page with links to the companies that support GCA
financially by advertising with us. Help out those who help
us out — patronize our financial supporters!!
Thanks!

August 21 — U.S. Slalom National Championships —
Kern River, CA.
September 3-4 Lanier Cup International Regatta. More
information coming soon — permit pending. Lanier
Canoe & Kayak Club, 770.287.7888, http://www.lckc.org/
email ConHagler@aol.com.
September 10 — Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival —
Lanier Canoe & Kayak Club, 770.287.7888, http://
www.lckc.org/, email ConHagler @aol.com.
September 10-11 — Tsali Challenge Triathlon — Paddle,
Run & Bike — NOC, Wesser, NC, 888.590.9273,
www.noc.com.
September 26 — Animal Upper Gauley Race — Gauley
River — Summersville, WV, www.gauleyrace.com.
October 28-30 — NOC Guest Appreciation Festival —
Nantahala River — Wesser, NC, 888.590.9273, www.noc
.com.
November 5 — NOC Tour de Nantahala Bike Races —
Wesser, NC, 888.590.9273, www.noc.com.

Get The Eddy Line Via Email
The Eddy Line is available via email as a .pdf (portable document format) file. This format allows subscribers to view formatted text, graphics, page layout — virtually the entire Eddy Line — just as it appears in printed
form. Plus you can see it at least a couple of weeks before
the printed copy arrives via snail mail. You can also print
out a paper copy of the .pdf file and it looks just like the
snail mail copy (except most of the photos are in living
color).
The .pdf version requires only Adobe Acrobat Reader
(or some equivalent) software in order to view it. Acrobat
Reader is sometimes present on PCs running Windows
operating systems, or can be downloaded for free from the
Adobe web site at http://www.adobe.com.
To subscribe to the email version of The Eddy Line,
send a request via snail mail to:
GCA
c/o Ed Schultz, Treasurer
3060 Pharr Court North #315
Atlanta, GA 30305
Or you can email your request to Ed Schultz at heloeddy@
mindspring.com.
Or on your annual renewal form, just check the block
for the Electronic Eddy Line and INCLUDE YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS so we can send The Eddy Line to you electroni-
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Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates
and more
ABS repair for worn, cracked or broken hulls

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels
Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com

Summer Roll Practice
Joint AWC / GCA Summer Roll Practice will be held
at Stone Mountain Lake this year beginning in May and
running through the
end of daylight savings
time in October. Sessions are scheduled for
Wednesdays at 6:00
(or earlier). Admission is free once you
enter the park (a season pass is highly rec-

August 2005

ommended if you plan to attend multiple sessions).
To get there, enter the park from the Stone Mountain
Freeway (East Entrance) and take the first left. Continue
about a mile until the road crosses the dam and take the
first right into the parking lot. The boat ramp is on the
right.
Use the area around the ramp to load and unload
boats only. There is a fair amount of power boat traffic
putting in and taking out at the ramp. Once in the water,
try to stay clear of the ramp for the same reason.
Note: Park regulations do not allow "swimming" at
this location, so if you are in the water spotting for
someone, an explanation to the park officials may be in
order. So far no one has been cited for a violation there.
Volunteers are needed to help with kayak, canoe and
C-1 rolling. Your help is appreciated!

2005-6 GCA Officers
The Nominating Committee has submitted a slate of
officers for 2005-6, which is subject to approval by the
Board of Directors at the September Board Meeting. The
general election will be at the Fall Membership Meeting in
October (watch The Eddy Line for date, time and location).
Additional nominations may be made at the meeting, with
the permission of the nominee, who should agree to serve
if elected. Many Thanks to these people for agreeing to
serve the club in the upcoming year!
Nominees are:
President
Vincent Payne
Vice President
Tom Bishop
Secretary
Jamie Higgins
Treasurer
Ed Schultz

Welcome New Members — Directory Additions
The following is a list of all members who have joined the club since the last update. We will try to include this
information on an on-going basis so you can add new members to your Directory. New members are the life blood and
the future of the club. Thank you for joining us!!
Crawford, Matthew
5805 Tree Summit Parkway
Duluth GA 30096
H: 404-713-2605
Email: mycrom@mycrom.net
Email: mcrawford@pcdi.com

Holley, John & Rose
608 Dixon Road
Roberta GA 31078
H: 478-972-2771
O: 478-743-3940
O: 478-464-0272

Jacobs, Jeff
904 Milner Road
Concord GA 30206
H: 770-884-0288
O: 770-227-2452
Email: docjj67@juno.com

Ferguson, Ira
5025 Myrtle Court
Gainesville GA 30506
H: 770-887-1859
Email: iraferguson3@hotmail.com

Isaf, Louis
993 Fairfield Drive
Marietta GA 30068
H: 770-394-2713
O: 404-519-5432
Email: lisaf@wcsr.com
Email: robini@mindspring.com

Skaggs, Charles
2389 Riverbend Road SW
Plainville GA 30733
H: 706-291-8425
O: 770-324-5089
O: 706-629-7366
Email: cskaggs7@yahoo.com
Email: cskaggs@gcbe.org

"Recognize, don't memorize. You don't really become a good boat handler until you can
feel what's around the corner. The river tells you what it's doing and what it's about to do."
- Kenny Ross, boatman.
The Eddy Line
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miles! This is indeed rare in our rapidly developing area.
The Etowah is home to 76 species
of aquatic life, making it one of the
by Dan Cintofanti
richest rivers in aquatic diversity in
A grassroots organization, the
the southeast, according to Candace
Etowah Scenic River Committee, has
Stoughton, Etowah River Project Dibeen formed to protect 21 miles of the
rector for the Nature Conservancy. The
Etowah and Amicalola Rivers. The
Conservation Corner
Amicalola is a popular canoe and kayak
group is lobbying to have sections of
run, with several sections ranging in
these rivers designated State Scenic
difficulty from class I-II on the Upper
Rivers, in accordance with Georgia's
Amicalola to class III-IV on the Lower Amicalola.
State Scenic River Act. The Etowah Scenic River Proposal
In the early 1970s, the City of Atlanta purchased
includes 14.4 miles of the Amicalola River, from Lindsey
10,000 acres in Dawson County with an eye to building a
Ford to the confluence of the Etowah River. The study will
second airport. When the property was deemed too hilly
also include 6.8 miles of the Etowah River. Much of these
for the project, the area was left undisturbed and eventustreams flow across the City of Atlanta tract of Dawson
ally came under the management of the DNR's Wildlife
Forest. The proposal follows the requirements of the
Resources Division and the Georgia Forestry Commission.
Georgia Scenic Rivers Act, which protects the river corriPublic access and recreational facilities were improved
dor and does not allow dams or other obstructions to the
and a forest stewardship program was established.
free flowing nature of the river.
The area has become a lush haven for hikers, campThese two streams are located in Dawson County
ers, canoeists, hunters and fishermen. But the City of
within a one hour drive of most of Metropolitan Atlanta.
Atlanta still contends that the land is reserved for a future
The area surrounding these streams is heavily wooded and
airport. The Etowah Scenic River Committee came tothere are no cabins or decks on the banks for the entire 21

Etowah Scenic River
Proposal

The Eddy Line
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Top: Kristin Deane
on the Upper
Amicalola.
Middle: "Edge of
the World" on the
Lower Amicalola.
Bottom: GCA trip
at "Edge of the
World" on the Lower
Amicalola.

Above: Map of the Proposed Scenic River.
Below: Jeff Lankford surfs the hole at "Rooster Tail" on the
Lower Amicalola.

The Eddy Line
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gether after an article was published in the Atlanta
Journal Constitution in January about renewed interest
in a second airport and a high speed rail link along
Highway 400 to Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport.
Leading the Etowah Scenic River Committee is Bill
Hess, who retired to Dawson County with 30 years experience with the U.S. Forest Service and was responsible for
wild and scenic rivers studies in the southeastern states
for the Forest Service. Working with Mr. Hess are a core
team of supporters, which GCA Board members Gina
Johnson and Don Kinser, and long time member and
Amicalola local Roger Nott, have joined.
The committee has completed the first step of the
process, which is local education and support of the proposal. Accomplishments to date include an informational
web site, a town hall meeting of over 200 people, and a
petition drive that garnered over 1,500 signatures encouraging the county to take action to protect the rivers. The
petition was presented to the Dawson County Commissioners at their April 7, 2005, meeting. The commissioners
agreed to endorse the proposal but have not sent it to the
governor.
The committee has also hosted a canoe trip and hike
where local commissioners, Representative Amos Amerson,

The Eddy Line
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Charles Clarke enjoying lunch at "Lap Rapid" on the Lower
Amicalola.
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crease. Georgia ranked fourth in the nation in population
change and third in the nation for acres of farmland and
woodland being converted into subdivisions, malls and
other developments. Rural Georgia was disappearing at
an alarming rate, and most local communities were at a
loss as to how to deal with their seemingly uncontrollable
growth.
Metro Atlanta felt the impacts as well, losing 50 acres
a day to development. Hall County is one area that is
affected by this growth and that began a greenprint
strategy. Greenprints are a practical method of addressing the impacts of population pressure, and protecting not
only important natural resources, such as drinking water,
watersheds, wetlands, parks and other open spaces, but
also the special places that define an area's history and
unique character.
A greenprint is to a community what a blueprint is to
an architect. The greenprinting process involves four key
components: visioning, funding, acquisition and steward-

Atlanta City Council member Felicia Moore, Advisor to
the governor Terry Demeo-King, as well as media representatives and others, were present to discuss and tour the
rivers and the proposal.
A major obstacle to the efforts of the committee is the
City of Atlanta. As owners of the tract, the entire Atlanta
City Council must approve any proposed action. The
Georgia Scenic Rivers Act was passed in 1969, but has
rarely been used. Designated waterways must be found to
have outstanding scenic and recreational qualities. There
are only four rivers that have made the list — The
Conasauga and Jacks Rivers in the Cohutta Wilderness in
northwest Georgia, a portion of Ebenezer Creek near
Savannah and the Chattooga River in northeast Georgia.
The Chattooga is also a National Wild and Scenic River.
GCA is calling on its members for action to help with
this proposal. Here is what you can do to help protect our
local treasures:
#1) Call, write and email Governor Sonny Perdue, Dawson
County State Legislature Representatives (Chip Pearson,
Amos Amerson, and David Ralston), Mayor Shirley
Franklin, and all the Atlanta City Council Members,
especially the transportation committee. Tell them how
much you value these rivers and you support the proposal
of making them State Scenic Rivers.
#2) Help us spread the word. Tell family, friends and
others about the proposal. We need strong public support
to get this passed.
For additional information, contact information,
sample letters, and on-line petitions visit www
.EtowahScenicRiver.org.
Many GCA members have had the opportunity to
paddle these wonderful rivers. We request that everyone
do their part to help get this proposal passed.

ship. It can be an invaluable resource when it comes to
shaping future growth around a county's or community's
watershed land, working farms, forests and wildlife areas.
Greenprinting can also play an important role in
connecting public spaces with greenways and trails. Hall
County's government leaders had an idea for a greenprint
to preserve greenspace in a community whose rural character is being challenged. Through a series of public
meetings, they turned their idea into a vision and implemented a greenprint strategy to protect their most important natural lands.
Contact:
David Kuechenmeister
Trust for Public Land
Georgia Office
404.873.7306 ext. 275
david.kuechenmeister@tpl.org

Greenprint Georgia — Hall
County
The Greenprint Georgia program is an innovative
way to help local governments protect their critical natural and cultural resources and build enduring, prosperous
communities. The program is currently working in several counties throughout the state. In Hall County for
example, Trust for Public Land helped to initiate a series
of public meetings that resulted in the development of a
vision map, helped the county government apply for funding from the Georgia Community Greenspace Program,
and continues to acquire and convey to the county properties such as Williams Mill in Hall County.
From 1990 to 2000, Georgia grew from 6.5 million to
8.1 million people, an unprecedented 26.4 percent in-

The Eddy Line
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Thoughts on Safety
and Rescues
by Robin Pope
"Jim" had a great post on the
Boatertalk forum that brings up
some key rescue points:
1) Avoiding rescues (in part, by
knowing where your boat should be and being able to put
in there) is much better than performing rescues.
2) Self rescue is your first line of defense — keep trying,
never give up. Paddling with a group is your second line
of defense. Even so, your group may not be able to reach
you in a timely fashion (i.e., while you're still breathing).
3) Learning the physical skills to perform in a rescue
happens MUCH earlier than learning when and how to
apply them in a specific situation. To my knowledge, no
one has figured out a magic way to teach how to act when
bad stuff happens. Trainers from the military, fire, EMS,
police.... organizations have all sought out ways to make
this training easier, and the only effective method they
have found is practice. Even then, there is no perfect way
to predict how someone will react.
4) Some people instinctively do the right thing in a rescue.
Many people can be taught to do the right thing. Some
never get it.
5) Good judgment comes from experience.
6) Experience comes from bad judgment. When something goes bad, it's worth the time to go back and figure
out what happened, how to avoid it in the future, and how
you might have reacted differently. Reading through
Charlie Walbridge's accident reports is a thoroughly
depressing, but very worthwhile, activity. Looking over
other people's bad experiences helps you learn from them,
without suffering their consequences. Debriefing your
own rescues with an independent person is a great exercise — an outside eye may see things you missed, and help
you do better in the future. Tunnel vision is a real problem

The World's Toughest Boat Race

Texas Water Safari 2005
by Ardie Olson
Ardie Olson took first place Solo Unlimited Class
at Texas Water Safari 2005 — 260 miles of nonstop paddling from San Marcos to Seadrift, Texas,
June 11-13.
What makes this the World's Toughest Boat
Race? Well, first of all, the paddler is only allowed to get
water, ice and verbal assistance along the way. A lot of pre-
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in rescue situations, and an outside uninvolved eye can
help you see things you might have missed.
7) Scenarios are an excellent way to practice and develop
your "rescue sense". The ACA recently developed a
scenario based rescue class. The outline should be on
their website (acanet.org) soon, and classes should start
being offered within the next year. Compare how often
you execute an eddy turn to how often you carry out a
rescue — it's no wonder that eddy turns happen without
thought, and rescues seem to be a cluster ####!
8) Position helps in a rescue. Once you're downstream of
a victim, it's hard to get back up to them. If you're
upstream of them, you can see the event evolving and can
often start moving to help before the badness actually
happens.
9) Take care of yourself and don't make the situation
worse. Before you leap in, take a few seconds and develop
a plan — preferably one that minimizes the likelihood of
harm to you, your team and the victim. A successful
rescue is one where (a) you go home in the same (or better)
condition that you left it, and (b) you can sleep with a clear
conscience when you review your actions. Bad outcomes
don't always mean you did something wrong. Your first
priority has to be taking care of yourself. Recognize what
you can and can't do, based on your skills and location. If
you're downstream and can't reach the victim, you can be
downstream safety. If your boating skills aren't adequate
to safely rescue a person, maybe you can go after the boat
or paddle. If you're on a river at the very limits of your
skill, maybe your best bet is staying out of the way and not
becoming another victim.
Take home messages:
I. Take care of yourself.
II. Recognize and avoid hazards.
III. Think before you act.
IV. Practice your skills so you can use them when you need
them.
- Adapted from a posting to the CCC email list.
race planning is necessary to ensure that you have
all the gear and food needed for the entire 260
miles of paddling. At registration, you must list
out all items in the boat or to be on the paddler,
right down to your watch, number of Gu packets,
water bottles, etc.. The race officials take the rules
very seriously and enforce them during the race.
Many of the seasoned TWS veterans gave me
advice on some of the difficult routes before the
race briefing. I'm especially thankful to Jonathan
Redfern and Darryl Jiral for going over the runs around
the dams and log jams with me after the pre-race meeting,
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and to John Jackson, John Bugge, Mike Shivey and a few
others who pointed me in the right direction on the river.
My boat of choice was a Seda Impulse. It's 18 feet
long and weighs 38 lbs. Not the fastest boat for this race,
but I already had this boat for shorter races and thought
I would give it a try. There were 6 and 7 man boats in this
race as long as 50 feet plus. I tried to go extremely light
with my gear and food to make the portages easier. At the
last minute, I gave up some Starbucks Double Shots which
I could have used on the second night of paddling. My food
source was mostly Gu and Instant Mashed Potatoes.
The race starts at the Aquarina Springs in San
Marcos, Texas, which forms the San Marcos River. This
beautiful river runs clear until it merges and becomes the
Guadalupe River (about 81 miles down river from the
start). Not having paddled the river before, I was anxious
at the start. There are many portages over dams and log
jams ranging from 10-15 feet high which I had studied on
a 2001 race video tape prior to leaving for Texas. I really
didn't have any anticipation of winning, but just wanted to
finish and hopefully place in the Top 15 Finishers. Luckily, I drew a start position in 5th row, 6th position, so I had
less boat traffic to pass at the start. When the horn blew,
it was a shoot out to the first dam portage 1/4 mile away
(Joe's Crab Shack Dam).
My Seda Impulse responded well in the numerous
class 1-2 rapids, strainers, log jams, dams and maneuvering under the low water bridges, which I had to duck under
to avoid injury. Here are a few highlights:
* Rio Vista Dam (3/4 mile): The night before the race,
I had looked at this dam and decided to run the slot
through the middle. In the starting line, another racer
warned me that a lot of boats swamp or get broken and I

decided not to risk it that early in the race. I portaged on
the left, sliding my boat down the face of the dam and then
sliding down myself to join it. Reentry in the deep water
was a little struggle. My boat suffered a little damage to
the nose from this portage. After this dam, a 5 man team

Rio Vista Dam.

Cottonseed Rapid.
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Staples Dam portage.

End of the race.

(in the adventure racing world known as Team Traveler
from Arkansas, prior USARA National Champions), caught
my stern and spun me out into an eddy. A quick stroke to
prevent tipping accidentally hit their team member, Greg,
in the head. Jokingly, I told them I'd be waiting at the
finish line for them.
* Cottonseed Rapid (9 miles): This was the first class
2 rapid. Many paddlers portaged it and warned me of the
dangers. Wraparound Rock in the center of the rapid had
claimed many boats in the past and one this year. Years
of white water paddling paid off for me at this rapid and I
ran it clean. My team captain and wife, Sherry, was
waiting below this rapid on a gravel bar in the middle of the
river to give me my first water handoff. She dropped a
bottle of water in my lap and I accidentally hit her in the

head with my paddle. Oh well, we got better at the
exchanges as the race went on.
* Staples Bridge/Dam (Checkpoint No. 1)(17 miles):
I Paddled up to Staples and jumped out into water up to my
neck. I hung on to my boat, climbed up onto the dam and
lowered the boat to the first section of the dam, jumped 8
feet down, then repeated this step on the second level of the
dam. I reentered my boat and collected a bladder and
water bottle from Sherry a few feet past the dam on a
gravel bar in the river. I threw out my trash, which she
collected, then swam back to the shore. This was my first
checkpoint and Sherry had to sign me out before leaving.
(15th place overall at this checkpoint).
* Palmetto State Park (Checkpoint No. 4) (60 miles):
A low water bridge connects the two campgrounds in this
park. Before the race, Sherry and I had discussed taking
a river right portage here. We had heard horror stories of

Water hand-off.

Little yellow kayak among the big boats.
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a racer being washed under this bridge in the past. When
I approached the bridge, Sherry was in the middle of it
shouting to jump out of the boat 10 feet back from the
bridge and slide the boat through the middle slot. Trusting
her judgment, I followed instructions and made quick
work sliding my boat over the bridge. I dumped trash and
collected more water on the top of the bridge.
* Gonzales Highway 90 Bridge (77 miles): It was dark
now and this was my first water handoff in the dark.

Ardie with the trophy.

The Eddy Line

15

Sherry was wearing a glow stick and strobe light on the
bank so I could find her. She warned me that a log jam was
coming up and to go left. When I approached the log jam,
a heard a volunteer's voice yelling "over here" and paddled
over to the left bank. Then I had to portage a 20' high steep
muddy bank to get to the top. After 100 yards along the top
of the bank, there was another volunteer showing you
where to put in on a log. I climbed out on the log and put
in. It was so dark that I never saw the actual log jam.
* Swinging Bridge/Dupont Plant (Checkpoint No. 10)
(227 miles): From this point to the Bay, navigation was a
critical part of the race, with fingers and cuts leading off
in all directions. In many places, the river channel was
actually smaller than the drainage cuts. Unfortunately,
this section hit on the second night and with only 45
minutes of sleep since the race start, made this one of the
most challenging sections. I paddled with a tandem team
that night to help keep me awake. In adventure racing,
sleep deprivation is not as much of a problem when you
have 2 or 3 other members keeping each other awake. It
was my greatest challenge when paddling alone. It was at
this checkpoint that Sherry told me I was in first place.
Amazed, I picked up the pace to keep in front of the faster
boats.
* Seadrift (Race Finish) (260 miles): The Bay was a
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beautiful site, even if it was rough and choppy with
whitecaps. I paddled a wide arc course into the finish
taking advantage of the wind and current and to avoid the
shallow water along the shoreline. It was in the bay that
I passed Team Traveler and the 2 man team I had paddled
with the night before, gaining me 11th place overall and
first place in my Solo Unlimited Class.

This race was well organized and conducted in a
highly professional manner. I would highly recommend it
to my paddling and adventure race friends. It was a true
expedition boat race.
Take your paddling to the next level Texas Style!
For more information on the Texas Water Safari, see
www.texaswatersafari.org.

River Access

have personally received a letter from Don Kinser, asking
for your AW support.
Don, who as been very active with the AW Chattooga
appeal process, is reaching out to both current and lapsed
members asking folks to ramp up their support of American Whitewater. What does Don say the most common
response is to his request? "I thought I was still a
member... that explains why I haven't been receiving the
magazine... I really love what AW is doing."
For his membership recruitment efforts Don Kinser
is American Whitewater's volunteer of the month for June
2005.
Don also serves as River Protection Chair for the
Georgia Canoeing Association.

Don Kinser — American
Whitewater Volunteer of the
Month
American Whitewater's history of success is due in
large part to committed volunteers and affiliate clubs who
invested significant time on river issues in their backyards. June's volunteer of the month is a model for this
type of commitment. He is actively contacting local
paddlers and recruiting members to support AW's stewardship program. If you live in the southeast, you may

A Rainy Day on the
Cartecay

passed the many private and vacation homes
along the banks, sometimes taking shelter
under the overhanging branches.
The rhododendron, along with the
mountain laurel, were in bloom. Several
Cardinals and Brown Thrashers could also
be heard as we slowed our paddle to bail the
waters that were filling our boats. This was
more rain water then river, (Yes, I am going
to get a sponge). Past storm waters have left
volumes of debris, wood and logs piled at
some of the curves.

by Shari Heinz
I have always wanted to write a trip
report. But then I found out I had to go on a
river trip to do that. So on one dark and
stormy night.... No, that's not it — It was a
rainy Sunday morning, June 26, and I headed
over to the Cartecay River. There I met five
other brave paddlers, all decked out in rain
gear, getting ready for a day of fun, hoping
that the sun would come out. After brief introductions, our
boats and gear were placed on and in the shuttle transport,
with everyone seated in the belly of a truck being held
together with bumper stickers; hanging on to the straps
above our heads, off to the river we went.
To start, for those of you who have not run this river,
our transportation was provided by M.O.E. At their putin, the LARGE trees that fell during last summer's storms
and blocked the river, have been trimmed so it is passable.
Safety gear on, I sat and waited for the group to get into the
water and off we went.
This being my first trip on this river, I was watched
over by all. Being the only person in a very big open boat
with no floatation, (I am going to purchase some), I was
guided along by Edward and Dick, our sweep and lead
boaters. The light rains soon became heavier as we slowly
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The rest of the crew: Dick Hurd (Trip Coordinator), Charles
Zapf, Edward Stockman, Helene & Howard Rogers.
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As we came upon each of the rapids on the river,
directions were provided as to the best routes. With the
rains continuing, one of the fears was that the river would
rise on us. At each rapid we lined up to make the trek, it
was decided that I would be last so all could be at the down
river side just in case I ran into trouble.
At the Rock Garden, due to an error on my part, I
overshot the entrance and could not back paddle, I portaged. So as to not have this happen again, at the next
challenge I found an eddy and waited a bit longer and got
a go ahead, then lined up and headed off.
There was plenty of time to play. Howard in a
tandem white water showed us how to surf, Helene was in
charge of throwing him the safety line if he were to swamp,
and Edward found every eddy he could as he took the
second set of rapids. We scouted, we played, and we got
wet from the rains.
The rains let up just in time for lunch as we sat at the
Whirlpool contemplating a body surf down. There we
watched a pair of rough riders, no safety gear other than
a paddle and the boat they floated past on, that made us all
wonder, "Are they crazy or stupid?" All in all, it was a fun
day. We all made the paddle with no one getting into any
trouble.
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Howard & Helene surfing at Blackberry.
When we were finally below Blackberry and at the
take-out, I took a moment to reflect on the trip. I learned
that even though it may be your 20th trip or your 1st down
a river, you need to listen to those that are leading you,
take their directions seriously and respect others. I
challenged myself on that Sunday and I would like to
thank those that were along with me that day, Helene and
Howard Rogers, Charles Zapf, Dick Hurd (Trip Coordinator) and Edward Stockman for being patient with this
cowgirl in the big red boat.

August 2005

Hiwassee
by Denise Keller
6/18/05. Tom and I would like to thank all those who
participated in the paddle down the Hiwassee on a warm
beautiful day. We had 16 boaters: 3 open boats, 1 C-2, and
11 kayakers.
Highlights of the day included Gabriel Lahowitch,
14, executing one of her first stern squirts and watching

Matt Leigh "swimming" Devil's Shoals.
some beautiful combat rolls at Funnel Rapid as proud
Mom, Chris, looked on.
Matt Leigh, 10, took his first organized swim down
Devil's Shoals. After he and Dad, Dave, ran Devil's Shoals
tandem, Gretchen Mallins gathered a few brave souls to go
back up and "swim" the rapid this time. All went well.
We'd like to thank Jack Taylor, Gretchen Mallins,
John Scott and Steve Reach for their help with guidance
and sweep and making this trip a safe and fun one.

Gabriel Lahowitch, Mark Hudgens and Matt Leigh "swimming" Devil's Shoals.

air and water legislation. It took 14 years to fill Lake
Powell (500 feet deep): the final lake was 186 miles in
length and had 1,960 miles of shoreline (more than the
entire US west coast).
The River Gods came close to restoring the original

The Slot Canyons of Lake Powell
by William C. Reeves (The Hawk)
Warning: This article contains language some may consider inappropriate or offensive. You may want to preview
it for younger family members, and if you are easily
offended, you may want to skip reading it.
When Glen Canyon Dam went on line in March 1963
it began to drown what some believe was the most magnificent exhibition of Southwest canyon ecology in the country, even better than the Grand Canyon just downstream.
Indeed, construction of the dam is considered the greatest
environmental tragedy in US history. Edward Abbey
described it as nothing short of burying the living heart of
the Southwest; and, David Brower noted that drowning
the canyons was spiritually equivalent to taking a piss in
the Sistine Chapel. The fight to prevent construction of
Glen Canyon Dam cost the Sierra Club its tax-exempt
status, and some believe Southwestern water politics were
instrumental in Jimmy Carter's failure to be reelected. On
the other hand, the fight over Glen Canyon and the
proposed dams in the Grand Canyon led to the Environmental Policy Act, the Endangered Species Act, and clean
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Our boat with two of the kayaks stored on the side, the slide
that we considered using to launch them, and rigging of the
starboard anchor line.
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nomic prosperity to a previously depressed area and providing access to a
large number of people who influence
environmental legislation and who would
never have hiked there; second - inundated and lost wonders notwithstanding, the area remains spectacular and
the lake allows access to stunningly beautiful canyons that were previously inaccessible because they were 300 to 500
feet up a vertical wall; finally - the
region is just emerging from a 5-year
drought that caused lake levels to drop
almost 170 feet (essentially the level it
was in the late '60s). The combination
was too good to pass up and the Hawk,
Barb, Hawk's brother Bob, his wife Bev,
and a friend Patty spent a week at the
end of May checking out the lake's middle
section. The timing was perfect, a major
portion of the tourist industry is dedicated to renting houseboats. Due to the
drought, tourism has fallen off, so we
didn't see that many people. Finally,
the low level has revealed some of the
canyon's most legendary sites (e.g., Cathedral in the Desert), and the hanging
canyons remain accessible.
Barb and I loaded two 22 foot tandem and one solo sea kayaks on the roof
of my Tacoma TRD, filled the bed up

An annotated map of the trip.
canyon in 1985, when massive rain and snowmelt in
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico brought the
Green, Colorado, Dirty Devil, Escalante and San Juan
Rivers to unprecedented flood levels. The Corps of Engineers didn't anticipate this, didn't begin releasing soon
enough, and the dam was within feet of being topped when
they cranked the spillways open full bore. These are real
men's spillways and make those on the Gauley look like
soda straws. Unfortunately, the spillways weren't designed to go balls-to-the-wall and the dam's managers
watched incredulously as the concrete lining began to
spew out. They were able to shut down and kept the dam
from overflowing by erecting a temporary plywood extension. Had the dam vomited out its 27 million acre-feet of
water (i.e., 2-year's flow of the Colorado) it would likely
have taken out Hoover Dam and the next 7 dams allowing
the Colorado River to once again empty into the Gulf of
California.
Lake Powell has its positive aspects: first — a huge
tourist industry was born bringing unprecedented eco-
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Intended to give a perspective of the size, we were hiking up
the river right shore of Lake Canyon to some Anasazi ruins.
The stripes on the wall (river left) are desert varnish.
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Forty-two years of silting has resulted in some amazing beaches and some other amusements that I'll get into
later on. Virtually all 'anchorages' involve pretending the
houseboat's an LCM: you plow into the beach; gun the
engines to get as far up as possible; then you bury 2 stern
anchors. Although water was flowing down the canyon
into this arm of Lake Powell, there wasn't enough to float
the sea kayaks: so we disembarked and explored the
canyon for about 3 hours until we reached the end of the
bathtub ring.
Bathtub ring? Yep, in essence Lake Powell (Edward
Abbey called it "Lake Foul") forms a bathtub that has been
half drained with no one to wipe down the sides. There's
a 10 stories tall chalky white "bathtub ring" of calcium
carbonate where the water once reached. Lake Canyon is
narrow and serpentines between huge overhanging sandstone walls that are beautifully finished with desert varnish. Lake Canyon also has one of the most extensive
collections of Anasazi ruins in the Powell area.
We spent the night anchored against the beach, had
a leisurely breakfast and spent most of our second day
meandering 20 miles to Iceberg Canyon. Our first waypoint
was Annie's Canyon, a mitten with 3 fingers. We moored
in an alcove cave just inside the inlet and launched the sea
kayaks for an hour or so exploration. The inlets of Annie's
Canyon are simultaneously intimate and breathtakingly
overpowering. However, back to reality: all of this beauty
tends to distract one's attention to detail.
What detail? We remembered the obvious things: as
long as the boat is well anchored it won't float away; make
certain to ship the gangplank to prevent Hanta virus
infested rodents from coming aboard; make rat guards to
prevent scorpions from crawling into the beds via the
anchor lines. We didn't think much about the raucous
group of ravens that went berserk when we anchored.
After all, what could a bunch of birds do to an all steel
houseboat, especially if the doors were closed?
Well, thank God we closed the doors and windows so
the beasts couldn't get inside. But those 4 ravens attacked
the boat with a vengeance during our sojourn through
Annie's. They're nasty, aggressive, highly intelligent
buggers and between them ripped apart what we had
surmised to be a 'bomb-proof' garbage can.
Our next stop was Slick Rock Canyon. Slick Rock is
like Lake Canyon, the water runs out pretty quickly and
there was no opportunity to sea kayak. We took another
short hike and found a set of restored Anasazi ruins that
had been underwater since the mid-1980s. After that, we
continued on and spent the night in Iceberg Canyon and
had our next mini-adventure.
Whenever I'm on the ocean I follow the weather

A telephoto shot of the first group of Anasazi ruins about an
hour up stream from the previous shot.
with boating and camera gear, settled our butts into the
cab and drove 1,907 miles to Bull Frog Marina. Our second
trip to the Four Corners area in the last 2 months; it's hard
for me to imagine how one of my friends could actually
have asked if I thought it was feasible to drive to the Grand
Canyon for a boating trip. We leisurely tooled up to St.
Louis where we picked up I-70. We stayed on it for a couple
of days to Grand Junction, Colorado. We were getting
close and continued on past the turn-off to Moab and then
hung a left onto Hwy 24 at Utah mile marker 147.
Still not there, we had half a day's drive to go. Hwy
24 loops back to I-70, we turned left onto Hwy 95 at
Hanksville and then another left on Hwy 276. Hwy 276
ends at the lake so we couldn't miss the Marina. For those
of you who haven't done it, the portion up to Denver pretty
much sucks, but from Denver on, it's one of the most
fantastic drives I've experienced. We were at Bullfrog
Marina by 14:00; we were whipped; the temperature was
around 1050; but, miracle of miracles, we had actually
made a reservation at the Defiance House Lodge so we
could crash in an air conditioned room. There is no other
lodging and the only other option is to camp out. Subtle
hint: make a reservation.
The next morning we spent about an hour getting
checked out on the houseboat and another hour humping
our stuff down to it from the parking lot: the marina offers
complementary porters, but real men do it themselves.
We were underway by noon and motored about 14 miles
south to Lake Canyon. Our 44-foot houseboat was powered by twin 60 hp Mercury outboards: they'd move a bass
boat along pretty nicely, but cruising speed of the houseboat is around 7 mph, (not quite twice as fast as Barb and
I paddle the sea kayak). We followed Lake Canyon to its
end and anchored on a beach.
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pretty closely just so I know what's fixin' to happen. I've
sailed extensively on the Pacific and Caribbean and love it
when waves wash the entire length of a 40 foot sailboat
heeled about 400 under full canvas. I figured all the hype
about monitoring weather on Lake Powell was just hooey.
Wrong! A major squall hit and the howling wind funneled
through the narrow canyon, concentrating all its force on
a 44 foot long, 10 foot high box (i.e., houseboat). No lifethreatening danger, but the effects were interesting.
Iceberg houses amazing scenery, rock formations,
arches, windows and caves. The only trouble is it's one of
the more popular canyons and was full of houseboats,
speedboats, water skiers and jet skiers. We elected not to
explore it, left early in the morning and traveled 22 miles
to Escalante Canyon. On the way we stopped to kayak up

Taken from the cave that we anchored in and shows Bev and
Patti at the enterance to the Cathedral. The walls go up
around 300 feet and overarch each other.
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Taken at the enterance to Escalante Canyon. The white
going about half way up the outcropping marks the high water
level. For perspective it's 170 ft. up.
Long and Bown Canyons. Escalante Canyon is one of
Powell's larger tributaries and contains a bunch of worthwhile side canyons. We found an anchorage under a huge
cave at the end of Clear Creek, just around a bend from
Cathedral in the Desert.
Flooding of the Cathedral was considered one of the
worst desecrations caused by the dam, and until 5 years
ago it was entombed under 140 feet of water. Now the
water's gone and it's possible to boat into an amphitheater
formed by majestically arched overhanging walls that are
festooned with hanging gardens: a 20 foot waterfall provides the altar.
We spent about 4 hours sea kayaking around Cathedral in the Desert and then back down the Escalante and
up Indian Creek to its termination at a humongous overhanging box canyon wall. We had a surreal night anchored
in a slot canyon cave and had some debate as to whether
we should move on or spend one more day there exploring
the nearby canyons by sea kayak.
We moved on, and 18 miles later found ourselves at
the end of Escalante Canyon, just off the entrance to
Explorer Canyon. It took us most of the morning to get
there because: we checked out Davis Gulch, which is full
of alcoves and caves and then has a terminal hike to La
Gorce Arch; we also detoured up Fifty Mile Creek until it
ended at a huge dune that hides a trapped lake and a huge
cave in the canyon wall; finally, we wound our way through
tight and mysterious Willow Creek and its slots.
Continuing up Escalante beyond Explorer Canyon
was not an option because Lake Powell currently terminates there (we tried). However, the Escalante River is
pretty good size and we decided to sea kayak up it. We had
just mounted up when a group of 6 boaters in canoes,
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Marina. Because of a little incident during the insertion
that involved E & E from the Missouri Highway Patrol,
prudence dictated we take the southern route back home.
It's also shorter and considerably more interesting than I70 and I recommend it. We took the truck across the lake
to Hite Marina on the ferry. From there we followed UT
276 to UT 95; turned right on 95 to US 191; then right on
191 to US 160; after a right on 160 we continued straight
on US 64 to Ship Rock.
This was a magical drive in the twilight through open
space with overpowering vistas: we even found Anasazi
cliff dwellings to explore. The fun part ended at about
22:00 when we reached Ship Rock and discovered that
there are no hotels or campgrounds on the Res. Gaa! It
took us another hour to reach Farmington, which has a ton
of hotels.
The rest of the drive is not nearly as good as the first
part, but it's considerably more interesting than Kansas
and Missouri. We continued on to Bloomfield from
Farmington then followed US 550 to Albuquerque, where
we picked up I-40 east.
I consider this a must-do trip and we will likely go
back and explore the section past Escalante during late
winter. So what about logistics? Lake Powell Resorts and
Marinas, which is managed by Aramark, rents 44 ft, 46 ft,
54 ft, 59 ft and 75 ft houseboats. Price goes up logarithmically, but so do amenities.
Boats in the 50ft range are truly luxurious and have
private fornicatoriums with queen size beds. The 44 footer
we rented easily slept the 5 of us (2 double bunk beds, 4
single bunk beds, 2 pullout double beds); had a bathroom

Taken as Bob was attaining up the Escalante. The marks on
the wall are desert varnish.
kayaks and duckies came paddling down the Escalante en
route to Dangling Rope Marina (they had put on 2 days
earlier from Hole in the Rock Road).
We paddled up the Escalante for about 45 minutes
then got tired of attaining and floated back down to check
out Explorer Creek. At high water, Explorer Creek is
about 2/3 of the way up Escalante Bay. Those who choose
to explore it will find Zane Grey Arch, a small Fremont
Indian granary and a collection of petroglyphs.
Water was pouring into Explorer Creek because the
lake was rising 8 inches a day. It was weird boating
upstream with the flow, but the backwards river rapidly
shoaled; so, we got out of the butt-boats and walked.
During our first day hiking up Lake Canyon, Bob and I had
been joking about quicksand. Well guess what? It's not a
myth and it's not just in the movies. Escalante and its
tributaries (e.g., Explorer Creek) have been underwater
since 1963, so silt has been accumulating for around 40
years and it's beaucoup deep (I'm talking in excess of 10
feet in places).
I'm not certain how much comes in through the
Escalante drainage, but overall 35,000 acre-feet of sediment flush into Lake Powell every year. This silt is
roughly the consistency of confectioner's sugar (but not
nearly as tasty) and the rapidly rising water was saturating it from the bottom up. One second my brother Bob was
walking in slightly damp sand, then, whoomp, he was up
to his belly button in muck. Not quite like the movies
because I don't think his head would actually have gone
under. But it took some ingenuity to get him out, and if
he'd been alone, he would have been in what I would
describe as 'a situation'.
The anchorage at the end of Escalante Canyon was
our last one and the next day we motored back to the
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End of the Line. Hawk, Barb, Bev and Patti disembarking
prior to hiking up Explorer Canyon. That solid sand is not
always solid.
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Quicksand. Bob is up to his balls in trouble (I said belly button
in the text, but it was really his nads).

To the Disorientated, Whoever,
Whatever and Wherever They
Are
by Ted Gearing
The year, like this year — like my mouth — had been
dry, and rivers, white water rivers — my rivers — had
been reduced to hiking trails. Don't misunderstand me. I
like to hike — if it's not too far, my load light and
companions few — and, if I can go at my own pace —
generally, slow.
My hike today was perfect. Traveling by myself, I
followed the incline of Richland Creek — or what was left
of Richland Creek in the August heat. Occasionally, water
would trickle from the gravel beds and stain its way across
ancient limestone into smooth basins — some small,
others larger — all mine for the taking.
I shed myself of the burden of pack and clothes and
slipped into the coolness. Floating — dreams of clouds —
sunsets — women. Somewhere, in the distance, thunder.
Thoughts on evolution. "What could have driven man to
leave the peacefulness of the water for the harshness of the
land?"
Wine, of course. I slithered to shore and as I baked
dry in the sun I pulled the bottle from the pack and pulled
the cork — again. And, again — thunder — distant —
metallic — foreign on such a sunny day.
Onward, and always when hiking — upward. Towards whatever lies beyond the bend — to adventure — to
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with hot shower (gas water heater); the galley had a 4
burner gas stove, an 18 cubic foot refrigerator/freezer, and
all dishes/utensils; the bow deck held an outdoor gas grill
and large capacity ice chest. These boats are not delicate;
when I said anchoring is like landing an LCM, I meant it.
If a group does the trip, cost is quite reasonable. Our
final total in the ledger (including hotel the first night,
boat, and gas (76 gallons at $3.40/gallon) was $2,115,
which calculates out to $423 for each of the 5 participants.
Previous experience is not necessary. Lake Powell has
buoys every mile and every side canyon has an entrance
buoy that bears the canyon's name. Aramark staff provide
an outstanding 'idiot-proof' briefing before they let you
take the boat and they will even take care of getting it out
of the dock and re-docked when you return: it goes without
saying that real women won't utilize these options. Finally, each boat has a VHF radio, there are repeaters
through the canyon, and Aramark says they want to be
contacted for any problem or doubt (we of course never
contacted them).
the end and beyond — to destiny — to the bottom of the
bottle and the top of the world.
To Richland Falls. But there is nothing falling today
except the occasional drought-stricken leaf. The shelf over
which Richland Creek normally falls (and it does in the
rainy season), perhaps ten feet above the pool below. But
now, with no stream — or pool — it is half again as tall and
even more impressive.
More thunder, closer now, but different. Something
familiar about that sound. Too much wine. Surely, my
eyes deceive me — for there at the lips of the "falls" moving
out — now over the edge is the most battered Low-Line
canoe I've ever seen and, throwing a low brace onto the
gravel below — a form barely recognizable as a paddler.
Catching an eddy of sand, he steps out and greets me
with a bearded grin. "Rollers," he says in reply to my wide
eyes and dropped jaw. "Old skateboard rollers mounted to
the keel are best and Crisco on the sides to reduce friction.
Gotta use aluminum — ABS won't stand up and it's
impossible to weld. Got tired of waiting on rains — and
fighting the crowds — years ago."
I shared my bottle. I'd seen that face somewhere
before — in the desert, perhaps — or in a mirror. When
the bottle was gone — so was he. Flashing that grin and
waving goodbye, he peeled out into the boulder field and
headed down. In a moment he was gone and the air was
silent but for the thundering sound of metal against rock
— fading in the distance.
- From "The Ozark Paddler" — newsletter of the Ozark
Mountain Paddlers.
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Summer on the River
by Wulf Keuhmstedt
I look up
And see the leaves
Trembling, and the trees
Swaying in the wind.

Here the river is wide, but
Flanked by the wall of trees
To my left and right
With a small gap up ahead.

All shades of green,
Bright and light
Where the sun shines at,
Dark and somber in the shade.

Rocks climb up, steep and high,
Leaning over into the river,
Narrowing the water's path,
Strong currents with white froth.

Clouds are in a hurry
To climb up in the sky
One on top of the other
big billowing cushions.

Rolling thunder echoes
off the Gorge's walls,
Wind whipping the crowns of trees,
Gusts ripple the water ahead.

Swallows, black, swift arrows
Dive from the sky,
Dash past and up again,
For another swooping turn.

Raindrops falling, first small
Then big and noisy.
Splashing circles turning
Into drumming beats.

Sunlight's erratic reflections
On the waves and eddies
Is a restless play
Of glare and glitter.

Curtains of gray mist and rain
Driven across the river
By the gusty winds
Soaking everything around.

Majestic in it's flight
A heron sails by,
Without much effort
Despite it's size.

The air is quiet now.
Just the sound of water
Trickling from the leaves
Shedding the remaining drops.

Busy little ducklings,
Take their turns and
Nibble at some bark
from a fallen tree.

Then there is sun again,
Warming the wet skin.
Faint mist floating slowly
Up and disappearing.

The muted murmur of
Wind in the trees,
And distant rushing water is
Mixed with splashing from the paddle.

The water is like thin coffee
With plenty of cream.
Swollen from the recent rain
Licking at the banks.

The warm sun bites in the skin
A cool breeze soothes though.
Drops of cooling water
Whipped up from a wave.

Calm and wide the river is
Gently pushing forward
Relentless in its task
To carry on and on.
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The Hobbit Boating University
Hey Hobbit,
I paddle serious stuff but don't seem to be getting
better and my skills seem rigid. Should I try even harder
stuff to get a lot better??
Mr. Serious
Mr. Serious,
Honing ones paddle skill is often the topic of self help
among us boaters. To hone ones ability, paddlers of every
level should create a training schedule that keeps them intune, challenges them, but one that a working adult with
real life responsibilities can accomplish in a period of a
year.
A great schedule that I suggest to intermediate
boaters is the 3/6 Southeastern Sampler. It is as follows:
in a 365 day period, commit to paddle the following rivers
at least three times each; Nantahala, Nolichucky, a section of the Chattooga, Pigeon, French Broad 9, and the
Ocoee.
Keep in mind that paddling a river does not mean
bomb down the river. Paddling a river means consciously
using the river features to put your boat where you want
to go. It means catching eddies of all sizes and in all
positions on the river. It means surfing, peeling out, and
ferrying across the waves and holes to develop boat control

Nostalgia
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Stop Me if You've Heard This
It's a tough act, but to get a rapid to bear your name,
you had better be ready for physical or psychic trauma.
Like to guess where Don Jared of Oak Ridge tore up his
knee when his foot refused to leave his kayak? You
guessed it, Jared's Knee on the Tellico. Dick Wooten left
his mark on Clear Creek or vice versa when he tried the
left-hand chute at what, since that day, has been known as
Woolen's Folly — just another chapter in the living legend.
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and timing. Paddling, like snow skiing, is about finesse
and control. When complete, you will feel good about
keeping your skills current and possibly improving some
skills.
If this schedule works but the rivers are either too
hard or too easy, retain the frequency and just substitute
realistic river choices of your own. This sampler regimen
allows you to pick up two random rivers, bringing your
total to 20 paddling trips. That is 20 trips out of 52
weekends.
Often paddlers push the envelope by paddling rivers
well above their skill level. They often make a serious run
without incident, but their success (i.e. fool's luck) fosters
repeating this dangerous behavior, which increases the
odds of injury. As a great seasoned, yet humble, Green
Narrows paddler says, "When you eat feces on the Narrows, you eat a big bowl." (i.e. the severity of the run varies
in direct proportion to that of the injuries you will sustain
when — not if — you mess up). So be realistic.
Chose rivers that challenge you but also ones that
build your skills without repeatedly placing you in imminent peril. Remember that using the features can raise the
"class" of the river by forcing you to complete maneuvers
that aren't easy. Work the river to work out. Paddle often
and you will paddle better.
- The Hobbit : )
- From "River Rumors" — newsletter of the Foothills
Paddling Club.

Then there is Greg's Nose (also, called Crack in the Rock)
on the Tellico, named for part of Greg Ginn's handsome
face; and Rion's Eddy on the South Fork in which Jim Rion
was the first of several paddlers who were thrown out by
the eddy line and walked back to find their boats parked
high and dry in the eddy. Barnett Williams has movies of
a C-1er getting the same treatment. On one of the large
rocks on the left of Lilly Rapid, Buddy Caldwell parked
someone else's new aluminum product of a well known
department store. Since then, some call the rock Mr.
Sears. Downstream 10 yards is — who else? — Mr.
Roebuck. Bob Reeder and Elise Creswell examined the
bottoms of "their" rocks on the Tellico and Clear Creek,
respectively. Both were heard to mutter "Except for the
honor, I'd just as soon pass."
And don't forget Bertha's Bump on the South Fork,
so named after a notorious grouch by Bertha Chrietzberg.
I didn't know you ran things like that, Bertha.
There are exceptions to the trauma/name syndrome.
Surprisingly, Jack's Rock is named for a fish. Local
fishermen on Clear Creek dynamited the once horizon-
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tally projecting rock so muskies, locally known as "Jack,"
could swim past the obstruction and improve the fishing
upstream. Patton's Run on the Nantahala was named for
much loved veteran paddler, Charlie Patton, by his friends
after his death. Mr. Patton, postmaster at a nearby town,
had lost virtually all the use of one of his arms yet he
paddled the Nantahala nearly every day. Frank Bell on
the French Broad (known also as Railroad Rapid) was
named for Frank Bell, founder of Camp Mondamin in

North Carolina. Frank was born April 1, 1898, and has
paddled the French Broad since 1925.
Then, there is Bigney's Rock on the Hiwassee and the
Keeney Brothers on the New. Anyone know the history of
these and others not mentioned here? There's one that
really stumps me: I know he's over there a lot, but why did
they call it Bald River Falls?
- Bill Mitchum
- Originally published in the TSRA Newsletter.
Power companies and other license holders have
enjoyed up to 50 year licensing periods, without review or
amendment; many of these are now expiring. Remarkably, FERC, which controls relicensing, has heeded the
call of recreationists to require these dam-holders to make
room for others. (American Rivers recently announced in
its newsletter that for the first time, FERC reserves the
right to both deny relicensing and to require the dam
owner to decommission a dam, at no expense to the
government, if safety, economic or environmental factors
warrant such a decision. Previously, the federal government assumed financial responsibility for decommissioning dams).
The Georgia Power agreement stands as a small
monument to cooperative work by corporate and recreational interests. The Tallulah Gorge is a class III-IV+ run
in the middle of a strikingly beautiful gorge. Outside of
natural flow from heavy rains, the river bed has run dry for
close to seven decades.
- From "The Paddler" — newsletter of the Carolina Canoe
Club. Paul Joffrion is the current Conservation Chair for
the Carolina Canoe Club and a member of GCA.

More Nostalgia
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Tallulah Gorge Release Info
by Paul Joffrion
Water releases for the Tallulah Gorge by the Georgia
Power Co. did not begin in April, as otherwise hoped for,
due to a delay in completion of the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Stay tuned for updates.
One year ago the Georgia Power Co., along with
white water paddling representatives and other
recreationists, agreed upon a plan to open the long-dry
Tallulah Gorge in North Georgia to limited white water
releases (April and November, about 5 weekends total).
This agreement fulfilled part of the requirements set by
FERC for hydropower/dam relicensing, regarding the
inclusion of recreational concerns which might be impacted by the dam, within the petition for relicensing.

Some Sprint Race shots from overseas, where tort lawyers and liability laws are far fewer than in the U.S.
— and where maybe the boaters aren't so bright?
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CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to duespaid GCA members. Business-related and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com. PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR RENT - Rental home on Lake
Chatuge on GA/NC border. 2 hrs
from Atlanta. This serene, uncrowded
lake is 13 miles long with 132 miles of
shoreline for paddling pleasure. One
street from lake, minutes to walk.
Private boat slip. 3br/1.5b. Fully
furnished. Seasonal or monthly rentals. Visit www.chatugerentals.com
or 800.850.6544.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Dagger Impulse, front and rear air bags, Perception saddle with seat and lots of
sealed storage underneath. Canoe
has no cracks or holes, in good shape.
$400. Contact at Roxie4040@
bellsouth.net or 770.842.7188.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk Sha-

man. Solo ww canoe. 12'-7". Red w/
blue air bags. Bought new in June of
2004. I have the papers. Paid $1,050.
Only on the water a few times. Fully
outfitted. Best reasonable offer. I
love the boat but a knee problem has
put an end to my white water paddling. Mike Smith. 706.235.8462 or
smith8462@comcast.net.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk Probe
12 with saddle, knee straps, pads,
new gunwales, new float bags. $450
neg. Jeff 404.676.6586, ForSale@
TheDixonPage.com.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Wenonah Edge.
A fiberglass recreational version of
the Frankie Hubbard designed slalom boat. Turns on a dime, surfs very
well. Excellent condition. Fully outfitted - full length foam saddle with
foot pegs, knee pads, thigh straps, air
bags. $500 OBO. Allen 770.426.4318.
FOR SALE - Spray Skirt, Snap
Dragon, size large. Brand new,
bought for wrong size cockpit. Asking $50. Call Derry Johnson @ 706.636
.1421 or 404.276.8880. Ellijay, GA.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need members
to serve on committees, label and

mail newsletters, etc. Call 770.421.
9729, leave a message.

Note particularly the type of headgear being worn vs. the kind of water being paddled....
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GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair 2005
October 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th
Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground, Bryson City, NC
http://smmcamp.tripod.com/
Reservations must be made DIRECTLY with Smokey Mountain Meadows
For reservations call 828.488.3672
(DO NOT SEND MONEY TO GCA)
Hot Showers, Fishing, Biking Trails,
Hiking Trails, Horseback Riding Nearby
CAMPSITES: Meadow: $6/site/night for 2 people
Creekside: $14/site/night for 2 people
Water/Electric: $18/site/night for 2 people
RV Hook ups: $20/site/night for 2 people
(If over 2 people staying per site, then add another $6/person/night/site)
CABINS: $40-$58.00/night (sleeps 4-6 depending on the cabin)

Morning Meetings: 8:00 AM – Meet at the Gazebo to Organize Trips
Rivers: Cartecay, Nantahala, French Broad, Tuckeseigee, Pigeon, Ocoee, Upper Chattahoochee,
Chattooga, Nolichucky and more
Lakes: Nantahala, Fontana
Trip Coordinators needed especially for class I/II Rivers.

RSVP to Jamie Higgins, 404.508.0761 / jmhiggins_99@yahoo.com so we'll have an idea
how many are attending

2005 GCA INSTRUCTION SCHEDULE & CLINIC INFORMATION
Clinics will be taught by ACA-certified instructors and qualified assistants. In order to provide individual attention, the maximum
student-to-instructor ratio is 4:1. Space is limited.
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
BASIC WHITE WATER SAFETY
This is not a Swift Water Rescue course, but rather a one-day
safety course focusing on the skills needed to immediately effect
a rescue after an incident has occurred. It follows the American
Canoe Association's Basic White Water Safety curriculum and is
a full day of learning and practicing simple safety concepts and
rescue techniques. The morning is demonstration and landbased exercises including throw ropes. The afternoon is waterbased exercises including self-rescue, rescue of others, and
retrieval of boats and gear. If you've never taken a river safety
course, or haven't taken one recently, this is an excellent first
course or refresher course. The only prerequisite skills are basic
paddling techniques such as those learned in a beginning paddling course.
ADVANCED SWIFT WATER RESCUE
OBJECTIVES: To teach effective skills for white water rescue,
including self rescue techniques, rope handling skills, and approaches for dealing with boat pinning and entrapment. Special
attention is given to teaching simple, effective skills that make
good use of the limited gear that white water paddlers can carry.
PREREQUISITES: All paddle craft are welcome. Students should
be intermediate white water paddlers, capable of ferrying and
catching eddies in class II white water. They should be in good
physical condition, with strong swimming skills and no fear of
going underwater. Students should dress for swimming and
prolonged immersion. All appropriate personal river gear, plus a
throw rope, two carabiners, and 15 feet of 1 inch tubular webbing,
should be brought to class. The above are excerpts from the ACA
outline http://www.acanet.org/pdf/adv-rescue-6-18.pdf
DUCKY DAY / BEGINNING WHITE WATER RECREATIONAL
KAYAK:
This is primarily for 'other' kayaks that are suitable for class II white
water (not based on an uninformed sales person). These are ones
that are neither shorter white water kayaks with skirts nor longer
sea kayaks with rudders or skegs. This class is intended for
sturdier inflatable rubber kayaks and white water sit on tops (such
as Torrents). Some don't know they have boats in this category
until they call for white water or sea kayak classes. Ducky day is
not appropriate for flat water touring kayaks (wider kayaks with
skirts such as Swifty and Acadia models). The course will follow
the format of the American Canoe Association 'basic river kayak'
course. See http://www.acanet.org/sei-river-kayak.htm
SEA KAYAK
These courses are for longer narrow kayaks with rudders or skegs.
The beginner class is two days of basic strokes, maneuvers, and
rescue skills. One day is on quiet water, the second is in mild surf.
The level of instruction will be geared to the skill level of the
participants. For more information see http://webpages.charter.net/
cramersec/skflyer.html and http://www.acanet.org/sei-coastalkayak.htm
BEGINNING FLAT/MOVING WATER CANOE:
For people who have never had a boat on moving water or want
to improve their skills in a basic course. This is also for canoes
that are not suitable for white water or those who want an easier
class. Saturday flat water session emphasizing strokes, safety,
self-rescues. Sunday session on moving water river. For more

information see the ACA 'basic river canoe' outline at http://
www.acanet.org/sei-river-canoe.htm
BEGINNING YOUTH WHITE WATER:
For younger paddlers 8 to 14 years old who are either just
starting out in white water or have paddled before but are still
at the novice level. This is a one-day class with a morning lake
session followed by an afternoon river session at a difficulty
level well within the experience and capabilities of the participants.
BEGINNING WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
For people who have minimal experience on moving water and/or
have not had recent instruction. Three-hour evening classroom
session with videos and lectures covering equipment, safety, river
features and paddling techniques for tandem and solo boaters.
Full day Saturday flat water session emphasizing strokes, safety,
self-rescues. Full day Sunday session on moving water river. You
must attend both the dry and flat water sessions to participate in
the white water river portion of the course.
TRAINED BEGINNER WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Participants should have had fairly recent beginner level instruction and at least 5 days of white water experience after the
instruction. Participants should be able to do basic maneuvers on
class II rivers (eddy turns, peel outs & ferries). Polish-up beginner
skills, plus bracing and rolling (kayaks).
INTERMEDIATE WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Intermediate clinic participants should be comfortable paddling
class II-III white water such as the Nantahala, wish to master the
roll in rapids (kayaks), and learn how to play confidently in
Nantahala-type waves and holes. Intermediate kayakers should
have a 100% flat water roll and a 50% reliable combat roll in class
II rapids. Saturday morning lake session working on strokes and
rolls (kayaks) and an afternoon session on a class II-III river
working on turns, surfing, eddy hopping, etc. Full day Sunday trip
on a class II-III river.
ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES:
See the registration form (reverse side) for information on GCA
membership, registration, cancellations, refunds and age.
SWIMMING ABILITY:
You must be able to swim and should not panic with your head
under water. Beginning kayak clinic participants will spend a lot
of time upside down inside their kayaks on the lake. All students
will practice swimming & self-rescue skills in rapids.
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
White water paddling is a physically and mentally challenging
activity that requires fitness, flexibility, and a positive attitude in
stressful situations. Kayaking is a high-risk activity for individuals
with a history of shoulder dislocations. Applicants should discuss
potential physical limitations with the Coordinator before signing
up.
EQUIPMENT:
You must furnish all of your own equipment. You will receive a
detailed list of required and recommended equipment well in
advance of the clinic.

COURSE SCHEDULE, INSTRUCTIONS & REGISTRATION FORM ON REVERSE SIDE

GCA INSTRUCTION 2005
White Water Canoe
+

+

Beginner
TBD
Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)
Intermediate
October 1, 2
Coordinators: Haynes & Gina Johnson (770.971.1542)

Sea Kayak (Call for class fees)
+

Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)
Introduction - Charleston, SC
September 24, 25

White Water Kayak
+

Beginning Youth White Water
TBD
Facilitator: Allen Sinquefield (770.642.1898)

Registration: To register for one of these clinics you must be a member of the Georgia Canoeing Association. For an application to
join the GCA go to the GCA Web Site at http://www.georgiacanoe.org/membship.htm or call 404.421.9729. Dues are $25. Classes
are $60 per person unless otherwise stated*. To register for a clinic, call the coordinator of the clinic for more information, including
questions on your skill level and/or course objectives. You will NOT be registered until the coordinator receives this completed form
and a check for appropriate fees. Please don't wait to register. All classes are subject to being closed due to student limits or being
rescheduled or canceled if there are insufficient students registered. Registration closes ten days before each class due to insurance
and planning considerations.
* ACA members with current ACA number pay $50 per person for two day courses, $25 per person for one day courses.
CLINIC __________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

___________________________________________ ACA #_________________

AGE ________

SEX ___________

STREET__________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY

___________________________________________________ STATE ________ ZIP ___________________________

PHONE __________________________________ EMAIL _________________________________________________________
ALLERGIES OR PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DISABILITIES OR PHYSICAL PROBLEMS ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS:
If you wish to cancel or switch to another date, please notify the Clinic Coordinator as soon as possible. If you cancel at least 10 days
before the first class session your fees will be refunded. After that, refunds will be made only if a replacement is found. Clinics will be
conducted rain or shine. No-shows and those not completing the full course are ineligible for refunds.
AGE:
If you are under 18, all liability releases must be signed by a parent or guardian, who must also provide suitable power-of-attorney for
medical care. Except for youth clinics, pre-teens will not be enrolled unless they have had suitable paddling experience in the Training
Director's judgment.

