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What's Inside...

Next GCA Meeting
The next GCA meeting will be the Fall General Membership Meeting and

Pizza Party and Paddle on Sunday, October 17, at Azalea Park in Roswell.  Put
the date on your calendar and plan to join us for an afternoon / evening of food,
entertainment and fun.  The River Trip will commence at 4:00 PM, followed by
the Pizza Party and meeting, including election of officers.  More details on the
meeting will follow in the September and October newsletters.

                Printed on recycled paper

GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair
Mark your calendars and send in your registration!  The 2004 GCA Fall

Gala is set for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, September 17-19.  The event will
be headquartered, as last year, at Nelson's Nantahala Hideaway in Topton, NC,
just up the road from NOC.  The Gala is a weekend of paddling and camping,
featuring club-sponsored trips on Saturday and Sunday and the fine company
of many, many GCA members.

Saturday and Sunday breakfasts and Saturday evening dinner will be
available — sign up for meals and camping reservations on the registration
form.  The registration form is included in this issue of The Eddy Line.
IMPORTANT NOTE:  If you plan to eat with us, we must receive your check
by the deadline date of Tuesday, September 14.  Since all food must be ordered
in advance, we will not be able to provide food for late registrants or walk-ins.

We need coordinators for paddling trips at all levels.  Coordinate a trip and
you get to participate in the raffle for an NOC gift certificate.

The Intermediate White Water Canoeing Clinic coordinated by Gina and
Haynes Johnson will also be held this weekend.  Sign up on the Clinic
Registration Form in this issue of The Eddy Line.

Intermediate Canoe Clinic September 18, 19
Haynes, Marvine Cole and I will be teaching an intermediate canoe clinic

on the Nantahala the weekend of the Fall Gala.  This is a great time to work
on your Nantahala river running.  We will be working on ferrying, eddy turns,
peel outs and the basics on class II water.  We will focus on Ferebee down to the
Falls.  Marvine is certified to teach in Nantahala Falls, so those who want to
work on this area of the river will have an opportunity.  If you don't, you can
take out at the scouting area above the falls.  We will be teaching solo and
tandem.

If you have questions, please give me a call at 404.512.0832.
Thank you, Gina Johnson.

Scene at  the Races
Photos from the 2004

Southeasterns
Submitted by Sam (Samiam)

Blackwell
Inside on pages 10 & 11
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Who Ya Gonna Call?
The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club - Call the club telephone

number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message.  Someone
will get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities - Call
President Gina Johnson at 770.971.1542 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Cruise Master Steve
Reach at 770.760.7357.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

information - Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line - Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Jim Albert at 770.414.1521.
For information on winter roll practice - Call Revel
Freeman at 404.261.8572.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line - Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads - Call Newsletter
Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318.
For information on videos and books available from
the GCA Library - Call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636.

The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305.   Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues.  Periodicals postage
paid at Atlanta, GA.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
READERS: Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label.  Telephone 770.421.9729.

Copyright © 2004 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc.  Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do
not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club.  Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar
or obscene language, and to fit in allocated space.  No substantive changes are made in any material published herein.  Eddy Line  material published
herein and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other
paddling organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA.  Proper credit should be given.  Publication of paid advertisements herein
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue, material
should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the deadline or
they MAY NOT be published in the next issue.  To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com.  The text of an
article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files.  To submit material
via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII text file labeled with a
".txt" file extension, or as a text file on a 3-1/2 inch high density MacIntosh formatted disk, and include a printed copy (Disks returned
only if requested).  To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, GA 30066.  All
classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested.  Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted.
Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions.  Thanks for your cooperation.

GCA Executive Committee
President .............................................. Gina Johnson
Vice President ............................................ Dick Hurd
Secretary ................................................. Tom Bishop
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................... Gabriella Schlidt
Recreation Chair ............................ Gretchen Mallins
Resource Development Chair ............. Cameron Pach
River Protection Chair .............................. Don Kinser
Training Chair ........................................... Jim Albert

Board of Directors Meetings
The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings are held quarterly during the last month of the
quarter (March, June, September, December).  The time,
date and location is announced in The Eddy Line.  All
members are encouraged to attend.  If you have an item for
discussion, please call GCA President Gina Johnson at
770.971.1542 so she can add your item to the agenda.
Attending Board meetings is a great way to become more
involved with the GCA.  Your participation would be much
apreciated.
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Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips.  Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate
venue if the water levels and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable.  Call early in the week to ensure you get
a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic
and expanding skill levels.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips:  Call the Cruise Master, Steve Reach at 770.760.7357.  As usual, we need trip
coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water.  Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts
of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today!  The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation).  Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice:  Wednesday evenings from 6:00 PM until dark, May thru the end of Daylight Savings Time in October
at the lake at Stone Mountain Park.  See announcement in this issue of The Eddy Line.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

August
1 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Mike Winchester 770.319.8969
6 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
7 Leader's Choice Class 2-3 Intermediate Steve Reach 770.760.7357
7 Chattooga (Note 1) Class 3-4 Advanced Peter Chau 864.885.9477
7-8 Leader's Choice Camping Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
8 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Peter Chau 864.885.9477
8 Upper Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Hank Klausmann 770.587.0499
14 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Mark Albitz 770.919.8927
14 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Mike Huff 706.342.9879
15 Broad (Note 2) Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Connie Venuso 404.633.8038
21 Metro Hooch (Note 4) Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Steve Reach 770.760.7357
21 Chattooga Section 4 Class 3-4 Advanced Roger Nott 770.536.6923
22 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Joy Scott 770.421.2451
28 Hiwassee Class 2-3 Intermediate Vincent Payne 770.834.8263
29 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Mike McDonough 770.988.0717
September
4 Leader's Choice Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Will Gosney 770.560.3600
11 Upper Toccoa (Note 2) Class 2-3 Intermediate Steve Reach 770.760.7357
11 Chattooga Section 4 Class 3-4 Advanced Roger Nott 770.536.6923
12 Chattooga (Note 1) Class 3-4 Advanced Peter Chau 864.885.9477
17 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Peter Chau 864.885.9477
17-19 GCA Fall Gala — Nelson's Nantahala Hideaway — Topton, NC David & Dorothy Vezzetti 706.579.2541
23-26 Lower Gauley (Note 3) Class 3-4 Advanced Louis Boulanger 404.373.2907
25 Metro Chattahoochee (Note 4) Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Steve Reach 770.760.7357

Note 1: Peter Chau Chattooga trips will be Section 3 or 3-1/2 depending on water levels.
Note 2: These trips will run only if water level allows.
Note 3: 4-day Gauley Fest road trip (West Virginia), Louie will arrange camping and meals.
Note 4: Cruise Master's Cruise — Palisades section — new paddlers especially welcome.

Your Trip Could Be Listed in This Space — Call the Cruise Master and Sign Up Now!!
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Announcements

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this

printing about 300 subscribers.  Here's
how the list works:

By sending an email to "gcalist@yahoogroups.com"
you automatically reach all subscribers to the list with the
message.  Only those subscribed to the list can send email
to the list.

To subscribe to the list, send an email to "gcalist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com".  You will receive a verifica-
tion that you are subscribed and a welcome message with
instructions on how to unsubscribe and various other
commands available through the service.  Be sure to save
this information for future reference.

All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late

GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member.  All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636 to find out what is
available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or book
for postage and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome.  (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:

Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA  30217

The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
I Said Left, Stupid:  A Video Guide to the
Chattooga River (Sect. 2 & 3)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle:  Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle:  White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & be-
yond)
Play Daze
Retendo

Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
The Middle Fork of the Salmon River
(Idaho) — by Photographic Expeditions
Trailside:  White Water Canoeing the
Chattooga River
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the
Streams of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Water-
shed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Move-
ment
Florida information (assorted)

Georgia Mountains
Godforsaken Sea:  Racing the World’s Most
Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana:  Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Wash-
ington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
 Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org.  We are

continually adding information and links of value to pad-
dlers.  Send your ideas for updates to Web Master Allen
Sinquefield by using the e-mail link for WebGuy at the site.
Membership applications, GCA waivers and other forms
for use by members are posted on the site.

breaking news items of interest to the paddling commu-
nity, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gcalist@yahoogroups.com.  If you want to receive any of
this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions.  Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.

By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.
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Mail Failure Notices
Each month the Electronic Eddy Line receives nu-

merous mail failure notices against members' email IDs.
If your email address comes back with a mail failure
notice, you will be deleted from the recipient list for the
Electronic Eddy Line until we get a request to be added
back with a current email address.

Also, if we get a number of mail failure notices
against an email ID on the GCA Email List, that ID is
automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software.  It is
the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscrip-
tion with the current email ID.  Your cooperation is
appreciated — it makes less work for our all volunteer
staff.

Support Our GCA Supporters
The GCA web site now features a GCA Supporters

web page with links to the companies that support GCA
financially by advertising with us.  Help out those who help
us out — patronize our financial supporters!!

Thanks!

Canoe Outfitting & Repair
Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates

and more
ABS repair for worn, cracked or broken hulls

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels

Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com

Upcoming Events of Interest
August 14 — Delmarva Flat Water Race, Location to be
announced, Survival Products, 410.543.1244, www
.survivalproducts.com.
September 11-12 — Tsali Challenge Triathlon — 3-mile
lake paddle, 4.5 mile trail run, 12-mile Mtn Bike at Tsali
Recreational Area — NOC, Bryson City, NC, 800.232.7238.
September 25 — Mountain Island Challenge (Racing and
recreational kayaks only) — Mountain Island Lake, Char-
lotte, NC, Rick Garcia 704.588.8221.
September 25-26 — Outdoorsman Triathlon, swim 1-
mile, run 4-mile, canoe 8-mile class II — Wesser, NC, Kirk
Havens, 804.785.2107, kirk@vims.edu, Ed Sharp, 540.752
.5400, e.sharp@att.net.
October 2 — Lumber River Challenge — Lumberton, NC,
9.5 miles for Rec Canoe & Kayak, 40-miles for USCA C-
1, C-2 and kayak, William McDuffie, 910.948.2609.
October 10 — Perennial Paddle (MAPA), USCA C-1, Rec
Canoes. & Kayaks — Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Nor-
folk, VA, Chuck Conley, 757.464.5794, wolfsdad@att.net.
October 29-31 — NOC Guest Appreciation Festival —
Nantahala River, Wesser, NC, 800.232.7238.

Get The Eddy Line Via Email
The Eddy Line is available via email as a .pdf (por-

table document format) file.  This format allows subscrib-
ers to view formatted text, graphics, page layout — virtu-
ally the entire Eddy Line — just as it appears in printed
form.  Plus you can see it at least a couple of weeks before
the printed copy arrives via snail mail.  You can also print
out a paper copy of the .pdf file and it looks just like the
snail mail copy (except most of the photos are in living
color).

The .pdf version requires only Adobe Acrobat Reader
(or some equivalent) software in order to view it.  Acrobat
Reader is usually present on most PCs running Windows
operating systems, or can be downloaded for free from the

Adobe web site at http://www.adobe.com.
To subscribe to the email version of The Eddy Line,

send a request via snail mail to:
GCA

c/o Ed Schultz, Treasurer
3060 Pharr Court North #315

Atlanta, GA 30305
Or you can email your request to Ed Schultz at heloeddy@
mindspring.com.

Or on your annual renewal form, just check the block
for the Electronic Eddy Line and INCLUDE YOUR EMAIL
ADDRESS so we can send The Eddy Line to you electroni-
cally.  You can also opt out of the paper version to save the
trees, as well as printing and mailing expense.

New Canoe & Kayak Club in
Roswell?
by Connie Hagler

Bill Sapp is collecting names of people who might be
interested in the formation of a Canoe / Kayak Club on the
banks of the Chattahoochee River in Roswell.  Mayor Jerry
Wood is an avid paddler who is very interested in the
project and there is land potentially available just up-
stream from the St. Andrews rowing facility.  There seems
to be a lot of local community support and interest for a
program and possibly even a permanent facility.
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The Lanier Canoe &Kayak Club is in full support of
the idea and will be providing equipment, program struc-
ture ideas and support, coach training, officials training
and will offer the Roswell program the opportunity to
participate in our Middle School Racing League as well as
our other programs and events.  Georgia Tech is also
willing to provide equipment.  The Hong Kong Information
Center is very interested in having a practice location for
one or two of the Dragon Boats.  A full program at this
location could be bigger and stronger than the Lanier
program in several years.

Bill is organizing a meeting sometime soon, so if you
are interested in being involved, please email him at
Sapp.Bill@epamail.epa.gov  He is looking for future board
members, volunteer coaches, club members and friends of
the program!   Please forward this information to anyone
who may be interested in helping!

From the Soggy Clipboard of the
Cruise Master
by Steve Reach

July 6, 2004: Great weather we are having, eh!!  We
have been blessed with rain this year.  I finally got a chance
to run the Factory Shoals section of the Alcovy River,
which is a class III+ section 20 minutes from my house in
Conyers.  I have been bank scouting it for years, but there
was never enough water (or too much, on several occa-
sions) to put a boat in.

This time there was 1.2 feet, a pretty good intro level,
and Mona Hassan led me and 3 other first-timers down the
good lines.   Turns out she's been doing it for years.  Thanks
again Mona!  This is a beautiful, challenging, short section
that I wish ran more regularly, but it drains a swamp and
so is subject to chronic weather patterns.  Have a look at
the American Whitewater page for more details and
recent photos:  http://www.americanwhitewater.org/riv-
ers/id/3372/

Last month the Toccoa River Canoe Trail was re-
opened after a nearly year-long dispute with a landowner
near the town of Margret that had the river officially
closed to boaters.  It's a wilderness section that runs from
Deep Hole Campground on Highway 60 down to Sandy
Bottoms near the town of Dial, a 13.5 mile stretch with
class II-III shoals in the middle where it intersects the
Benton MacKaye trail suspension bridge.

The Forest Service asks that while traversing the
disputed property, which is now reportedly marked as
private, that no one disembark or fish.  There is a club trip
on the calendar for September 11, which will go if there is

Summer Roll Practice
Joint AWC / GCA Summer Roll Practice will be held

at Stone Mountain Lake this year beginning in May and
running through the end of daylight savings time in
October.  Sessions are scheduled for Wednesdays at 6:00
(or earlier).  Admission is free once you enter the park (a
season pass is highly
recommended if you
plan to attend multiple
sessions).

To get there, en-
ter the park from the
Stone Mountain Free-
way (East Entrance)
and take the first left.
Continue about a mile until the road crosses the dam and
take the first right into the parking lot.  The boat ramp is
on the right.

Use the area around the ramp to load and unload
boats only.  There is a fair amount of power boat traffic
putting in and taking out at the ramp.  Once in the water,
try to stay clear of the ramp for the same reason.

Note:  Park regulations do not allow "swimming" at
this location, so if you are in the water spotting for
someone, an explanation to the park officials may be in
order.  So far no one has been cited for a violation there.

Volunteers are needed to help with kayak, canoe and
C-1 rolling.  Your help is appreciated!

sufficient water — come on along for a classic paddling
exploration!

GCA TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES IN AUGUST
8/3,7,8 Beginner WW Kayak
8/14 Beginner Recreational Kayak
8/28,29 Trained Beginner WW Canoe
(See training schedule elsewhere in newsletter for de-
tails)

ABLE BODIES NEEDED — Our club operates en-
tirely on the shoulders of willing volunteers — thanks to
their generosity, we maintain one of the best calendars of
paddling opportunities in the southeast.  Call me at
770.760.7357 or e-mail gca_trip@yahoo.com if YOU would
like to participate as a GCA Trip Coordinator.

Many, many thanks to the volunteers this month!
See ya downriver!

- STEVE

"Be careful of reading health books; you might die of a
misprint."

      - Mark Twain



The Eddy Line 7    August 2004

Welcome New Members — Directory Additions
The following is a list of all members who have joined the club since the last update.  We will try to include this

information on an on-going basis so you can add new members to your Directory.  New members are the life blood and
the future of the club.  Thank you for joining us!!

Boldt, Steve
3835 Forrestdell Court
Cumming GA 30040
H: 770-205-9904
O: 770-569-6568
Email: boldtsj@bellsouth.net
Email: steven_a_boldt@ryder.com

Briggs, Peggy Bailey &
Bailey, Shon
100 Supreme Court
Lawrenceville GA 30045
H: 770-237-0884
O: 770-377-1542
Email: garadgal@aol.com

Brown, Jean F.
2856 Holly Oaks Drive
Marietta GA 30062
H: 770-977-7546
O: 404-261-2025
Email: jeanbrown3@juno.com

Clerkin, Gene
7117 Main Street
Woodstock GA 30188
H: 770-846-9681
O: 770-924-6622
Email: dr.gene@mindspring.com

Elliott, Pat
2361 Lessie Maude Drive
Marietta GA 30066
H: 770-590-7419
O: 404-586-1295
Email: patell@bellsouth.net

Garmon, Billy & Jennifer
58 Woods Court

Dallas GA 30157
H: 678-363-6267
O: 770-431-0888
Email: inca6267@comcast.net

Gilleland, Steven
6309 Matt Hwy
Cumming GA 30040
H: 770-887-8965
O: 770-750-8812
Email: stevengilleland@yahoo.com

Grulke, Bryan
1109 Lenox Park Circle NE
Atlanta GA 30319
H: 404-788-4786
O: 404-846-5382
Email: bryan.grulke@bain.com

Hunt, Matt & Christy
3734 Chattahoochee Summit Drive
Atlanta GA 30339
O: 404-460-7516
Email: mhunt@printpack.com

Hunter, Jim
683 Harris Beamer Road SW
Calhoun GA 30701
H: 706-629-5262
O: 706-506-8713
Email: jimhunter4200@bellsouth.net

Jacobs, George (Jake)
PO Box 715
Ellijay GA 30540
H: 706-636-5967
O: 706-889-2585
Email: jakejacobs7@msn.com

Lovelady, Adam
701 Highland Ave NE Apt 1431
Atlanta GA 30312
H: 404-840-5018
Email: adamlovelady@yahoo.com

McKay, Bruce
2769 Chimney Springs Drive
Marietta GA 30062
H: 770-518-6907
O: 770-494-8581
Email: mckayb@mindspring.com

Mulcahy, David
1015 North Shore Drive
Roswell GA 30076
H: 770-993-0312
Email: claudiamulcahy@bellsouth
.net
Email: fmulcahy@tbtlaw.com

Roe, Pete "Crusty"
PO Box 2577
High Springs, FL 32655
H: 386-454-1256
O: 386-719-9338
Email: trailtree@alltel.net

Sessions, Timothy A.
3330 Cobb Pkwy Ste-17 PMB 351
Acworth GA 30101
H: 404-642-0828
O: 770-449-5100
Email: tim@sessionsconstruction.com

Sethi, Aditi
3709 Merion Drive
Augusta GA 30907
H: 706-868-6457
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O: 706-495-0127
Email: adsethi@hotmail.com
Email: asethi@students.mcg.edum

Stine, John H.
2218 Holly Court
Cumming GA 30041
H: 770-887-4328
O: 828-964-3309
Email: stinejohn@hotmail.com

Sweeney, Tim
3845 Parkcrest Drive

Atlanta GA 30319
H: 770-458-3981
O: 404-695-8628
Email: swee8957@bellsouth.net

Walker, Natalie
4112 Shadowood Parkway
Atlanta GA 30339
H: 770-933-9643
O: 404-727-7126
Email: nlwalker@mindspring.com

Westbrooks, Laura

300 Maple Creek Court
Woodstock GA 30188
H: 678-445-2397
Email: luw0@cdc.gov
Email: ruggedsky@yahoo.com

White, Joseph & Becky
1750 Rockdale Circle
Snellville GA 30078
H: 770-985-1837
O: 770-736-4300
Email: whitetales@joimail.com
Email: imacomet@joimail.com

River Hazards
There was a brand new

strainer on the DNR section of the
Cartecay on Saturday evening (July
3).  The strainer is downstream of
Clear Creek Falls, near the last of
the homes along the river.  There is
a small rapid and not much as far
as eddies above the strainer.  The tree blocked the entire
river.
- Chad Spangler, AWC email list

Diane and I were able to get under the tree on the far
right side, but it was tight.  There are a couple of rocks
above and below this route that constitute what I would
classify as a short class I rapid, but it could give beginners
a problem.

The tree is easily seen from far away, and there is a
large pool above it.  The small rapid that Chad spoke of
comes into play as you get closer to the tree.
- Uncle Mark Neisler, AWC email list

Shuttle Safety
The most dangerous part of any paddling trip, whether

it's a class 1 or a class 5 run, is the drive to and from the
river.  If you are having trouble with this concept you
should strongly consider taking up another sport.

Being a shuttle driver is a big responsibility.  The
passengers in your vehicle, their families and love ones
and the other people we share the road with are all putting
their trust in your ability to drive safely.  If your driving is
dangerous, you betray the trust of all the people you paddle
with and make people wonder if the flaw in your decision
making ability doesn't carry onto the river.

Some of the factors that may come into play affecting
safety on shuttles are fatigue / drowsiness, distractions

(looking at that rapid as you drive by), trying to make sure
the 5 or 6 vehicles following your lead are still behind you,
boats not properly secured to vehicles, reading directions
or maps while trying to drive, etc.  Stay focused on the road
and the driving during the road trip just as you would on
the river and the paddling on the river trip.  Lives could
depend on it in both cases!

Mental Note: Before getting into a shuttle vehicle
with a stranger, ask them if they like to drive fast around
winding mountain roads.
- Inspired by and partially excerpted from a post by Robert
Martin (AKA Will Carry) on the CCC email list.

About the Big Laurel Fatality
by Kevin Miller
[The following refers to the accident that occurred on Big
Laurel on June 10 when a paddler went into Suddy Hole
with a rope to retrieve a trapped boat.  The rope became
entangled in rocks, trapping the paddler.  - Editor]

As AW Stream Keeper for Big Laurel, I have put
together the below for boaters, and distributed it to some
against my better judgment.  It is based only on knowledge
of the river.  In no way do I have any additional knowledge
of the accident other than what has been posted on the
internet.  Comments about ropes and water levels in no
way reflect on the judgment of those involved.  I was not
there.  Hindsight is always 20/20, or at least good enough
to know to do something differently.

Laurel River, also referred to as Big Laurel Creek, is
a scenic, four-mile, class III-IV paddle.  A hiking trail runs
along the left side of the river from the put-in to its
confluence with the French Broad River for those who
want to enjoy its scenery without boating it.

There are several challenging rapids.  First Rapid is
an innocent looking class II.  Although not difficult, this
rapid should be scouted by boaters unfamiliar with the
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river as the obvious route leads directly into a rock.  Stair
Step is the first class III at mile 1.0.  Suddy Hole, the most
dangerous, follows at mile 1.9.  The Narrows, perhaps the
most difficult, is another half mile downstream.

Most paddlers, even expert boaters, stay clear of the
"Suddy Hole" and run the shallow slide on the left side of
the river at this rapid.  Most boaters on the Laurel River
are private boaters who are not associated with any
commercial group like the raft trips down the French
Broad.

Big Laurel has had an excellent safety record.  This
may be the first death on the river.  However, it is
important to recognize that accidents can happen nearly
anywhere.  Following any accident, events and decisions
can be and usually are second guessed.  However, it is more
important to understand why these decisions were made
and what additional considerations could have been given.
Hopefully, these considerations will prevent other people
from encountering similar circumstances.  This can be
difficult as varying water levels mean that every river is
different every day.

Although the French Broad has had plenty of water
thanks to rain in the Asheville area, Big Laurel has been
low.  Many paddlers consider six inches below zero on the
gauge painted at the put-in bridge to be the minimum

water level for the run.  Based on known water levels of
nearby streams, Big Laurel was probably running at less
than twelve inches below zero on June 10.  At such a low
level, it is unlikely that enough water was flowing over the
left slide at Suddy Hole to be boatable.  Boaters unfamiliar
with the river may consider running the rocky and con-
stricted Suddy Hole, although a portage may be more
advisable.

 Much has been written on the topic of river safety
about high water and flood stage rivers.  However, much
less has been written about the dangers of low water levels.
Many boaters consider less water to be safer, but this is not
always the case.  Rocks normally submerged can wedge a
boat under or between them and entrap both boats and
boaters.  Portage should be considered when it is impos-
sible to run the normal route.

There is a natural desire to retrieve a trapped boat,
and ropes are an established safety device for boaters.  A
rope can help a swimmer escape from dangerous hydraulic
rapids.  However, a rope intended as a rescue device can
also entangle a swimmer.  Rescue ropes should be used
cautiously.

Despite this recent accident, the Laurel River re-
mains an excellent attraction for hikers and boaters alike.
- From the Foothills Paddling Club email list.

USA Wild Water Has Solid
Finish in 2004 World Cups
by John Pinyerd

In a bizarre twist to the 2004 World Cup
Races, the Swiss organizers at Muothatal elected
to move World Cup 6 (Sprint Race) from the rain
swollen river to safer surroundings.  In complete
disregard to ICF rules (requiring class III white
water) and to the shock of the competitors, they
choose an 8 foot wide canal!  It was too much for some of
the competitors.  Eight-time World beater, and perhaps
the greatest canoeist ever, Vladi Panato, forfeited the race
and his shot at winning the World Cups.  Vladi just shook
his head in disgust and refused to paddle the class ZERO
canal.  In spite of the odd twist, USA gave our best shot and
finished well.

Overall, we had a very good season at the 2004 World
Cups.  Our men's kayak class was very solid and we have
several rapidly rising stars.  In his first year of racing at
the senior level, Geoff Calhoun (a junior) finished the
World Cups as the fastest USA K-1 and in 35th place
overall.  We are excited about Geoff's potential to do very
well at this year's Junior Worlds.

Middy Tilghman's training in France this
year paid huge dividends, as he typically split
honors with Geoff as America's fastest K-1 in the
World Cups and finished 37th overall.  Middy was
our top K-1 at the Garmisch World Champion-
ships.  Veteran athlete, coach, and Wild Water
Board Member, Chris Hipgrave, was sick during
the World Cups but still finished well at 41st place
overall.  Lincoln Williams has successfully made
the switch from slalom to wild water and finished

42nd overall.
In the C-1 Class, Tom Wier continued to show why he

is America's top C-1.  Tom finished 19th overall in World
Cups.  We are also excited about the huge improvement
Mike Beck has made this year and his 36th place finished.

In Woman's K-1, Kristen Beck finished 25th overall
and Anne Connelly finished 26th.

Scene at  the Races
Photos from the 2004 Southeasterns

Submitted by Sam (Samiam) Blackwell
The following two pages contain the photo essay that we were
unable to publish last month because of technical difficulties.
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River Access

Upper Toccoa Access Agreement
by Steve Reach

GREAT NEWS!!  The US Forest Service has come to
an agreement with the landowner at Margret that had
tried to close off the river.  The cable has come down and
the official 'Toccoa River Canoe Trail' from Deep Hole to
Sandy Bottoms is once again open for paddler traffic.

I spoke with Karen McKenzie in the Gainesville
USFS Supervisor's office, and they are trying to spread the
news.  The boating community's end of the stick:
1> Don't trespass on private land. (supposedly it is now
marked)
2> Don't fish while passing through the disputed area.
The fishing rights are still an issue.
3> Promote community awareness of landowner rights.

I will be updating the AW page a bit later with the
materials I collected yesterday, and we'll schedule a GCA
run soon (pending rain).  It is a nice 13-mile stretch, about
8 of which are wilderness, with some class II-III in the
middle.

Check the AW page for the upper Toccoa:  http://
www.americanwhitewater.org/rivers/id/509/

TVA Begins New Releases on 5
Rivers
by David Luinstra

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) recently re-
leased the FINAL results of the 2+ year long Reservoir
Operation Study (ROS).  Based on public demand and
advocacy from American Whitewater and other groups,
TVA began new scheduled recreational releases on June
1st of this year.

American Whitewater began working on the Reser-
voir Operations Study as a means of affecting positive
change on the management of the Upper Ocoee.  Based on
our in depth involvement, TVA invited AW to represent
river recreationists on a steering committee called the
ROS Public Review Group.

AW staff attended meetings roughly once every two
months and provided advice on how the ROS could best
serve the public interest.  While TVA shockingly refused to
study the Upper Ocoee in the ROS, they did look at river
recreation elsewhere and ultimately adopted recreational
enhancements on 5 other river reaches.

TVA has begun scheduled recreational releases at:
Appalachia Dam on the Hiwassee River (class II)
Norris Dam on the Clinch River (class I-II).

Ocoee #1 Dam on the Lower Ocoee River (class I-II)
South Holston Dam on the South Holston River (class I-
II)
Wilbur Dam on the Lower Watauga River (class I-II)
More info http://www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/
article/1170/

Details of these releases can be found on pages 22 and
23 of Appendix B of the ROS Final Environmental Impact
Statement:  (http://www.tva.com/environment/reports/
ros_eis/appendix_b.pdf)

NPS News Release

NPS to Reconsider Draft
Management Plan for
Chattahoochee River

July 13, 2004.  A general management plan for the
48-mile Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area in
metro Atlanta has been put on hold so the National Park
Service (NPS) can schedule additional public meetings
and extend the public comment period on the controversial
proposal.  NPS Southeast Regional Director Patricia Hooks
said the extra procedural steps are being taken to give
planners time to reconsider alternatives spelled out in a
draft general management plan released in June.

"The public comment period on the draft plan was set
to expire on July 30," Ms. Hooks said.  "However, because
of deviations from our own planning process and objec-
tions we've already received to parts of the plan identified
as a preferred alternative, we have decided to take a step
back and re-examine where we are going," she said.

A number of outdoor groups and other individuals
and organizations particularly object to provisions in the
plan that would ban motorized boats and bank fishing on
the northern-most sections of the river downstream from
Buford Dam, said Kevin Cheri, superintendent of the
national recreation area.  "Also, some people feel that the
Park Service did not fully consider everyone's views before
coming out with a preferred alternative," Cheri said.

Additional public meetings will be announced soon to
re-open a dialogue with park visitors and user groups on
the best choices for managing and preserving the national
recreation area.  Meanwhile, the Park Service will con-
tinue to accept written comments on the four alternatives
announced in the draft plan released in June.  Those
alternatives basically called for expanded visitor facilities
and recreational use of the river; centralized river access
at three visitor hubs; an alternative that focuses on soli-
tude along most of the river; and a no action alternative
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that would continue the status quo.
"When we have gathered additional public opinions,

we will come up with modified or new alternatives to help
guide the management of the river for the next several
years," Cheri said.  "We encourage everyone who has an
interest in preserving the Chattahoochee as one of the
Atlanta area's main quality of life attractions to partici-
pate in this process," he said.
Editor comment:
In responding to this plan, it would good for the GCA (and
its individual members) to keep in mind that arbitrarily
banning (discriminating against) any user group of a
publicly owned national resource like the Chattahoochee
River NRA can lead to further arbitrary banning of other
user groups.  Is that what we really want?
Keep in mind that we are presently in the process of
appealing a USFS Management Plan for the Chattooga
Wild and Scenic River that arbitrarily bans paddlers
from several sections of that river at the behest of
fisherpersons.  Can we object to the ban on paddlers on the
Chattooga and insist on the ban on power boats and bank
fishing on the Chattahoochee and still have a consistent
policy of unencumbered access to our rivers?
This is indeed a very slippery slope and we should ap-

proach it with caution.  I believe that no user group should
be banned from using a national resource unless there are
demonstrable problems with that group vs. other groups
in regard to safety, or to environmental damage and
habitat distruction, etc.  We should not try to ban another
group just because their presence annoys us.
Land owners and fisherpersons along rivers and arounnd
lakes and estuaries sometimes find our presence annoy-
ing; power boat operators on lakes and rivers sometimes
find our presence a problem to easy navigation (we're hard
to see, often unpredictable, and aren't always required to
display running lights, etc.).  Should we be banned for
those reasons?
I think our efforts would be better spent in trying to get
along with other users of our resources and building
alliances with which to work toward uniform and fair
access to our rivers and public lands.  So please think
before you publicly comment about this issue.  Let's stay
away from knee-jerk reactions.
I did a short editorial on this topic a few months back in
The Eddy Line that some of us may want to go back and
review.
My two cents worth....  Thanks for your indulgence.

    - Editor.

Letters

Eddy Line Editor:
I recently received the June

edition of The Eddy Line and saw
your story about the America's Most
Endangered Rivers report.  I want
to thank you for including this story in your newsletter.  I
very much enjoy The Eddy Line and it was especially
wonderful to see an in depth story about the report in it.

Please let me know if you are ever interested in
receiving submissions for your newsletter.  Just recently,
American Rivers hosted a River Lobby Day in conjunction
with River Network's annual River Rally.  We brought
more than eighty river activists from across the country,
including activists from Georgia, to Capitol Hill to lobby on
behalf of our nation's rivers.  We had a very exciting and
successful day.

Again, thank you for featuring a story about the Most
Endangered Rivers report.  We will start soliciting nomi-
nations for the 2005 report in August.  You might consider
nominating a river in your state.
Jamie Mierau
Outreach Specialist & Conservation Associate
American Rivers
1025 Vermont Avenue NW

Suite 720
Washington, DC  20005
T: 202.347.7550
F: 202.347.9240
jmierau@americanrivers.org
www.americanrivers.org

Dick Hurd at Clear Creek Falls on the Cartecay.
A super attainment move?  Surfing?  Or just driving
backwards?

  - Photo by Brian Smith
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Flint River Overnight
by Vincent Payne

May 22-23.  The trip included four boats;
three tandem open canoes and one solo open
canoe.  The paddlers were Dick and Wanda,
Kimberly and Thomas, Vincent and Stephen,
and in the solo boat, Allan.  We paddled a
roughly twenty-mile stretch of the Flint River
from Highway 18 to Highway 36.  We used
the outfitter at Highway 36 (Flint River
Canoe Outpost) to provide our shuttle and
used their campground at Goat Mountain.

 The river was at 7-3/4 on the bridge gauge on
Saturday morning and down to 7-1/2 or less on Sunday
morning.  The 9:00 am shuttle is for the half-day trip.  The
full day and overnight trip shuttle leaves at 10:00 am.
[Insider Tip: If you use an outfitter, tie your own boat in
place.  We stopped three times to adjust lines on boats and
one still slid off the trailer at the put in.]  We finally got on
the water a bit after 11:00.

The first section of the river is a combination of small
shoals and long stretches of relatively smooth water.  We
got stuck a few times on rocks, but not too frequently.  We
took a stretch break and a lunch break and still made the
campsite by about 3:30.  Not only did Allan keep up in his
solo boat but he led the way most of the first day.

Goat Mountain is a grassy clearing on the river that
makes a nice campground.  We set camp then sat back to
enjoy the shade and the scenery.  Thunder rumbled in the
distance and a cool damp breeze rolled in, but it never
rained on us.

Supper was an interesting mix of styles from back-
packer trail food to grilled shrimp.  Some fellow campers
had caught a big mess of bream and were frying them.
They shared a few of the tasty little critters.

Speaking of tasty critters, we captured close to a
hundred crawfish from the river in front of our camp.  I
suggested to Kimberly that she cook them with her shrimp,
but Wanda asked us to let them go and Kimberly said she
did not want the bad karma.  No biggie, I don"t like
crawfish anyway.

There is a spring at this campsite but I highly
recommend bringing your own water.   The remainder of
the evening was spent beside a campfire and everyone
turned in by ten.

Up at daylight, we had hot coffee brewing and began
to break camp.  Allan had to leave early so our group
shrank in size to three boats.  The second day of paddling
is probably two thirds of the total distance and contains a
few more shoals.   No one swam, even though some of us

tilted so far at "Natural Dam" that stuff fell
out of the boat and we took on water.  Some
of the features have names marked with
street type green signs.

We took our lunch break at Sprewell
Bluff and enjoyed the use of a picnic table.
Kimberly and Thomas must have taken on
some water, too, because the Cajun Peanuts
that were such a hit earlier had become
aquatic "soft-shelled" peanuts.  I believe
Thomas set them free.

Back on the water, we found a few
more rapids of interest and sometimes we

hung up on the shallower ones.  Finally Dick declared a
sand bar break (it was his turn to make that call).  We all
bailed out and sat in the shade on a large sand bar.  Still
it was not cooling enough, so I suggested a game I used to
play with my daughters when they wanted me to play in
the pool with them.  It is call "Dead Frog".

Most of their pool games center on some variation of
the theme of drowning Daddy.  However, in "Dead Frog",
Daddy grabs a small float and then floats motionless in the
water like a "dead frog".  There are other rules, like who
ever splashes Dead Frog is out of the pool, whoever touches
Dead Frog is out of the pool, and whoever hits Dead Frog
with a ball, a noodle or a naked Barbie is out of the pool.

This game was never very popular with the kids and
usually ended when the Momma came and got the "dead
frog" out of the pool.  It was the perfect game for a hot day
on the river.  With my PFD snuggly in place, I started
floating at the upstream end of the sand bar all the way to
the downstream side with only my nose and toes above the
surface.  Soon every one joined in and the river by the sand
bar was full of "dead frogs" drifting in the current.  There's
nothing like a cool dip on a hot day to restore your faith in
life's goodness.

Renewed, we started the last leg of the trip.  There
were a few more shoals and many homes just before the
take-out which is just below the Highway 36 bridge.  The
folks at Flint River Outfitter use a PVC pipe ramp and a
golf cart to pull your canoe (fully loaded) up to the parking
lot.  That was a very nice surprise.  They also sell ice cream
sandwiches.  Helping each other, we got our boats and gear
loaded.  We bid farewell to each other and the river and left
for home.  It was yet another good day on the river.

Monsoon on the Etowah
by Dick Hurd

The trip scheduled for the falls section of the Etowah
for Sunday, June 27, was advertised for new members and
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first timers on this river, and I am glad to say that most had
never run this section of the Etowah.  We have been getting
a lot of rain lately, so I expected decent water, but when I
called the outfitter the week before,  I was advised that
they had not run trips on the Etowah for several weeks due
to low water.  So much for Atlanta rain, but we can always
hope, and the morning of the trip looked  "wet", but all was
dry though overcast by the time we started at the put-in.

I'm pleased to note that it was largely a cool and
overcast day, and the water was as high as I have ever seen
it, though certainly not flood stage.  We negotiated the falls
and had lunch, and with the high water, the falls were very
scenic, and the water so pushy that ferrying across to the
big pool to run the drop of the second ledge was difficult.

So on we went, until the rains came.   I am talking
major rain.  I did not see lighting or hear thunder, but the
water was so loud, you could hear little else.  The rain

hitting water, boats, hats made such a racket communica-
tion was near impossible; visibility was just short of being
in a fog, my glasses needed a windshield wiper, and the
spatter of water on the river surface all combined to make
reading the river difficult, just as we approached a stretch
of shoals upriver from the take-out.  The rain was so heavy
that canoes were filling up faster than they could be bailed,
and boat control suffered.

For a while it was every paddler for themselves, but
we were making it OK when a tandem canoe flipped and
broached and pinned just below one of the shoals.  Luckily,
pulling cross current freed the boat, and in short order, our
wet crew reached the take-out, at which point the rain
ceased.

Participants were:  Karen Saunders,  Jack Taylor,
Paul & Linda Smith, Christine Bloomberg, Edward Stock-
man,  Tim Moore, Steve Jamell and myself.

BYOB

SOF
by William C. Reeves (The Hawk)

Once again the Hawk is composing a Hunter S.
Thompson Soldier of Fortune (SOF) style article while on
the road, this time at the Society for Epidemiologic Re-
search meeting in Salt Lake City.  This essay could be
similar to Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, conceived while
tooling through the Utah mountains in a red Mustang

convertible, sucking down Southern Comfort and blotter
acid, and pondering a sky full of pterodactyls.  Too bad,
that's not what The Eddy Line publishes, so this one deals
with another sort of SOF; to wit, building skin on frame sea
kayaks.

A couple of months ago, I wrote an article on building
stitch and glue kayaks.  I was pretty proud paddling my
Chesapeake stitch and glue with a mess of other folks in
plastic boats.  They were all typical yuppie wannabe
extreme expedition sea kayakers except for one guy who
was using a traditional Inuit paddle similar to mine.  I was

Left: The gunwales fitted over temporary forms prior to adding the deck beams.  Center: the assembled deck sitting on the
bleachers from which it was made.  Right: The ribs have been ripped and shaped and we are testing their fit in the blind mortises.
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Greenland hull design, so it's withstood the test of time.
Why skin on frame?  Well, Greenlanders didn't have

much wood available, so skin on frame was their only
option, but Alaska is densely wooded and the Aleuts
constructed some massive wooden sea going vessels.  How-
ever, even for the Aleuts, skin on frame boats were pivotal
to everyday life (i.e., to surviving).

Arctic natives didn't monitor NOAA weather re-
ports, and even had forecasts been available, they would
have been irrelevant because the tribe had to eat, the
ocean was their supermarket, and the kayak was their
shopping cart.  Neither was the modifier to the US Coast
Guard motto, "You have to go out, but you don't have to
come back," an option, because each boat represented a
significant investment and the entire community depended
on successful hunts in the open sea.

Arguably, skin on frame boats represent the ultimate
open blue water small vessel and have many advantages
over modern mass production hard boats.  Skin on frame
boats are nimble, quick, and because of their flexibility,
are more easily driven for many miles than plastic or glass
boats.  Their low profile offers little in the way of resis-
tance, so they are particularly suited to strong winds and
the attendant heavy seas.  Their low flat decks, narrow
beam, and minimal freeboard also make them exception-
ally easy to roll (both over and back up).   Finally, the skin
compresses the framework (wood under compression is
exceptionally strong) so that the skin and frame function
as a single flexible unit.  Each junction in the framework
has a range of motion, so as you're pounding through big
waves the entire boat flexes slightly, absorbing much of the
energy, which would otherwise be making noise and throw-

Bending one of the ribs around the jig we constructed for this
purpose.

ragging on him about making a real boat to complement
his paddle and he replied that if he made a sea kayak he
wouldn't dick around with stitch and glue but would build
an authentic skin on frame.

The Hawk's not easily one-upped, but he got me
thinking.  Skin on frame boats are indeed "authentic".
They embody the history of sea kayaking and epitomize a
unique art form that is rapidly disappearing.  Skin on
frame kayaks evolved over 800 to 1,000 years and allowed
arctic natives (Inuit in Greenland and Aleut in Alaska) to
not only survive but to flourish in one of the earth's most
inhospitable environments.  Come to think of it, most
modern plastic/glass sea kayaks utilize the classic

Left: The ribs are all in place (except for the first
one which we had broken about 6 times).  Center:
The masik before it was a masik.  Right: the
finished frame just before transporting it back to
Atlanta.
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ing spray, and disperses it throughout the framework
rather than focusing it into a small area as in a rigid hull.

Enough background.  Let's build a Greenland style
skin on frame kayak.  To begin with, I can't supply you with
an e-mail address through which to purchase a kit because
such kits don't exist.  You gotta do it like the Indians did,
from scratch according to tradition, and unfortunately this
is considered a dying art form.

Fortunately, there are at least two good books to get
you started.  I recommend Building the Greenland Kayak:
A Manual for its Construction and Use by Christopher
Cunningham and published by Ragged Mountain Press,
which was my primary source.  Cunningham is a contrib-
uting editor to Sea Kayaker magazine, has made many
skin on frame boats, and teaches clinics on their construc-
tion.  His book was the more detailed, specific, and helpful
of the two.

However, I also consulted Building a Greenland
Kayak by Mark Starr and published by Mystic Seaport.  If
you are going to make a boat, you should get this one too.
Starr is curator of the Mystic Seaport museum, his spe-
cialty is Greenland skin on frame boats, and the book
contains scaled drawings of frames (complemented with
text) of 5 kayaks owned by four museums and one library.
Starr's book lacks some specifics available in Cunningham's
but offers a different construction strategy.  Both books
are available through Amazon.com.

It took Tommy and me two weeks of essentially
straight work to make the frame and Barb and me another
week to finish skinning it.  With the exception of the skin,
materials are straightforward.  The Greenlanders used
what was available, driftwood, and we also used what was
available.  In our case, Tommy had just purchased a used

set of 50-year old bleachers (at $1.00 each) that previously
served as the Salida High School stadium.  My boat
required around six 2 x 8 inch 20-foot long bleachers.

Wait.  No kit?  At least the books have lofting plans?
Not so.  Skin on frame boat building is a tradition, the Inuit
didn't have lofting plans or even record their designs.  They
just made each boat specifically to fit its owner's size and
needs, and (guided by Cunningham) so did we.  Tradition-
ally sea kayaks are 3 times the owner's height (approxi-
mated by three arm spans) in length, the beam is the width
of his butt plus a fist on each cheek, and the maximum
freeboard accommodates his feet.  These measurements,
along with the balance point, location of the foot rest at
deck beam #4 (deck beams are isserfiks), arched deck
beam #6, the masik (AKA thigh brace), and the aft isserfik
behind the coaming are transferred to a story pole (an 8-
foot length of 2 x 8).

Once everything's transcribed to the story board, the
serious work begins.  Skin on frame kayaks are con-
structed ass-backwards from most boats.  Rather than
laying a keel, they are built starting with the deck.  For the
gunwales (AKA sheer pieces or apummaqs), we ripped two
3-inch wide planks from a bleacher and cut them 16 inches
shorter than the final boat length (in my case 16 feet).
They're shorter because the 2 stem pieces (niutaaq), which
we also ripped at this time, will add 8 inches on either end.

We transferred the location of ribs (tippiks) and deck
beams from the story pole to the apummaqs and used a
router to make blind mortises for the tippiks and mortises
for the isserfiks.  Finally, we ripped 11 isserfiks from the
bleachers.  This pile of various sized planks then had to be
appropriately shaped, beveled, and made ready.

Once all this stuff is ready, it's time to start putting
it all together, and this is when tradition starts to kick in.
Lee Van Cleef once told Clint Eastwood, "No guns, no
knives, no killing."  For skin on frame, this mantra
becomes, "No glue, no screws, no nails."  The Inuit didn't
have these when the Vikings visited and, remember from
earlier in the article, flexibility makes these boats what
they are.

Therefore (as the arctic folk did), we used mortise
and tenon joints, fixed them with dowels (the larger ones
set with trunnels), and then lashed the deck beams and
stem pieces firmly in place with sinew.  We used artificial
nylon sinew available from Tandy Leather.  The deck is
pivotal to the structural integrity of the boat, but assem-
bling it is not rocket science, and Cunningham's instruc-
tions are virtually idiot proof.

It took about a week to finish the deck.  I boated a
couple sections of the Arkansas River over the weekend
(Tommy was recovering from injuries) and we started on

The only shot showing the finished frame and the view from
our workshop.
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the hull the following week.  The basic hull shape comes
from 20 ribs that must be severely bent, and this requires
pliable wood (AKA bending stock).

We ordered a 6 foot long 4 x 4 piece of bending oak
from a supplier referenced in the book.  Suppliers of
bending oak purchase it freshly cut and keep the moisture
content high by spraying it with water and storing it in the
shade.

Our stock arrived wrapped in plastic and we kept it
lashed to the bank of the Arkansas River.  We ripped a
bunch of 5/16 x 7/8 inch strips for the ribs, sawed, planed,
carved and sanded them appropriately, and then stored
them in the river until we were ready to use them.

Ribs are the most technically difficult part of the
entire construction process.  We followed Cunningham,
used the story board and my foot size to determine each
rib's length, and then cut them appropriately.  Starr's
method utilizes individual plywood templates (similar to
bulkheads) as forms for each rib.  This is significantly more
work and requires additional material. However, anyone
who might make more than one boat should consider this
method.  You might even consider selling your first boat
(which will cost you about $300 to make) for a couple grand
and use the profit for the next one and to finance a trip.

No matter which method you use, bending and fitting
ribs is a bitch.  Cunningham invoked considerable literary
license when he described well-soaked bending oak rib
stock as having a rubber-like consistency.  To try and

approximate this consistency, we steamed ribs in a box
constructed from an aluminum faced Styrofoam insula-
tion panel (Home Depot) and used Tommy's mom's tea pot
and a Primus camp stove to generate the steam.

The steam box required an entire sheet of Styrofoam
because it must be 96 inches long to accommodate the strip
of oak used for the cockpit coaming (paaq).  We bent ribs
individually on a plywood jig, made as described in the
book, then seated them into their appropriate blind mor-
tises.

Cunningham optimistically predicts 10% breakage.
As we epidemiologists know, all such estimates are based
around a minimum and maximum.  Ten percent repre-

Left: Barb sewing the skin to-
gether along the starboard gun-
wale.  Traditionally this was done
down the middle of the deck.
Right: Obviously the Hawk put-
ting on the two part urethane.
You can see one modification,
the addition of rub rails.

The finished bow with painting, rub rails, and perimeter lines.
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sents the minimum and we were closer to the maximum.
Plan on breaking 30 to 40% of the ribs you so meticulously
cut, planned, shaved, carved and steamed.

When the ribs have been doweled into place you
almost have a finished kayak frame.  All that's left is to rip
2 chines (siaaneqs), a keelson (kujaaq), 4 deck stringers
(tunnersuks), stem and stern plates, shape and finish
them up appropriately, and then lash/dowel/trunnel them
into place.  Well, ok, it's not quite that straightforward.
This is real man's lashing that goes way beyond the basic
Boy Scout techniques.  However, it's traditional and well
described in the book.

Oh, one more thing.  The masik.  In case you forgot
the beginning of the article, the masik's the deck beam that
supports the forward end of the coaming and serves as a
thigh brace.  The masik has a pronounced curved shape
and you can't really cut it from the softwood you used for
the frame because the linear grain through the curves will
split when force is applied (and you will be applying force
to this puppy).

You can laminate a masik over a curved form, saw
one from hardwood, or carve it from a naturally curved
piece of wood.  Obviously the Indians used naturally
curved wood, plus it's more elegant, and so we located a
dead mesquite tree in Tommy's backyard and carved the
masik from it.

Time had run out; our nation's public health might
have deteriorated badly if I were away from CDC too long,

so I loaded the frame on my jeep's roof and drove back to
Atlanta to skin it with Barbara.  Traditionally women
were responsible for skinning, so this was appropriate.
This gender tradition notwithstanding, skinning consti-
tuted our greatest departure from tradition and (other
than use of power tools) our major improvement on it.

The Eskimos used between 3 and 6 seal or walrus
skins on their boats.  The skins only lasted 2 or 3 years
before rotting and I didn't want to have to poach seals that
often.  In the early 1900's, as seals became scarce, the
natives began using canvas to cover their boats.

Using canvas thus continues the tradition, but can-
vas only lasts about 5 years before it, too, must be replaced.
Hence nylon has evolved as the 21st century skin of choice.
Not only does it last forever, but when finished with clear
urethane, it's almost transparent, reveals the framework
of the boat, and looks really cool.  We used nylon.

For advice and skinning supplies, contact Corey
Freedman, owner of the Skin Boat School in Anacortes,
Washington (360.299.0804, www.skinboats.com).  He has
made around a thousand skin on frame boats and his
company exists to keep the tradition alive.  You can discuss
everything with him; he'll give you individual advice, and
he supplies both nylon and 2-part urethane.

Skinning is pretty straightforward (especially after
making the frame).  We used suggestions from Corey and
from both books.  In brief, you drape the frame with a
honkin' piece of nylon, sew it together either along a
gunwale or down the middle of the deck, sew the coaming
(which you made previously from bending oak) to the skin,
shrink the skin, and give it a couple coats of urethane.

Finally, complete the outfitting, add necessary artis-
tic touches, let things dry a bit, make certain you have a
bomb-proof roll, and then load your new classic Greenland
skin on frame kayak onto your truck and go paddle the
Triangle off Tybee Island.

The final outfitted craft on the way up to the car for its maiden
voyage
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He Kindly Stopped for Carla
by Carla Garrison

It was a stupid stunt and I knew it.  But when did that
ever stop me from doing anything?

Yes.... it was damned foolhardy.  If I screwed up,
there was a good chance I would wind up as catfish bait.
But, to be honest, at that particular point in my life, I didn't
care.

Not that I was suicidal.... don't get me wrong.  But
things hadn't been going my way.... personally or profes-
sionally.  I was frustrated and unhappy, not adverse to
taking more chances than usual to achieve a vicarious
thrill.

That's how I came to be soloing the Russell Fork that
late October day, four years ago.  It was the Monday after
the last scheduled weekend release.  Everyone had headed
home the night before, assuming that the Russell Fork was
spent for another season.  But I was tired and disgusted
with my boss, so I decided to camp over and call off in the
morning.

The freak storm hit around midnight, the lightning
illuminating the gorge intermittently like a neon strobe,
the thunderclaps ricocheting off the jagged cliffs from
Kentucky to Virginia and back again.  The air reeked of
ozone and the rain hammered the cap of my truck like a
maniac child throwing a monstrous tantrum.

I was not surprised to discover that the Russell Fork
was running at 1300 cfs the next morning.  Alone or not,
how I could I pass this up?

By the time I hiked my shuttle and hit the water, it
was one o'clock.  It was a gloomy day, the somber sky ripe
with black storm clouds, jousting with each other in the
wind.  The Russell Fork was shrouded by a swirling fog and
the water was downright cold.  Most of the leaves had
fallen and those that hadn't were coming down fast.  The
atmosphere at the put-in was ominous and foreboding.... it
gave me the willies.

Well, I hadn't gone far before I got my comeuppance.
Maybe I was preoccupied, or just a bit complacent.  At any
rate, I suddenly found myself broached on the jagged
boulder on the left at the base of the class III below Tower
Falls.  My first response was indignation.  The nerve of
that thing!

I was stable.... for a time.... more irked at my care-
lessness than frightened.  I tried to dislodge myself.

Well, if you didn't know it already, I'll tell you now.
That rock is badly undercut.  And the force of the current,
especially at 1300 cfs, had a ruthless power that could not
be denied.

Consequently, as I struggled to break free, I found

myself slipping deeper and deeper.  Soon I was buried to
my elbows.... then to my shoulders.  Somehow the whole
situation seemed so ridiculous.... and surreal.

By the time I gave up and attempted to abandon my
kayak, it started to fold.  I didn't pop my skirt; the river did
that, instantaneously flooding it to the brim.  At the same
time my boat shifted again.... and I found myself com-
pletely submerged, still upright, but trapped.

Frantically, I fought to break free; within seconds my
lungs were howling for air.  I thought, "Well, dummy,
you've really done it this time."

Funny what goes through your head at a time like
that.  I almost laughed when I imagined what Charlie
Walbridge was going to say about me in his annual report.

Eventually, I accepted the inevitable, quit strug-
gling, and decided to.... let go.  You would be surprised at
how easy that is to do.

I didn't know where he came from or how he got to
me.  I hadn't seen him on the shore or on the river.  So,
when I felt those hands grab hold of me, it came as quite
a surprise.

God, his hands were strong, but more than that, they
were hard as bone and cold as stone.  The force of his grasp
left imprints on my chest wall for days.... peculiar purple
patches that I thought would never fade.

Mind, I'm not complaining.... if it hadn't have been
for his tremendous strength, I wouldn't be any more than
a grim footnote in white water history.

And, somehow, I don't know how, he pulled me out of
my boat and got me onto the shore.  I really don't remember
much about it.  Maybe I blacked out for a while, but it
seemed like it happened in an instant.

I do know that before I caught my breath.... even
while I was still coughing and spitting up Russell Fork
water.... I was overwhelmed by his presence.  When I tried
to choke out some thanks, I found myself speechless.  He
was, quite simply, the most irresistible man I had ever
encountered.

Handsome beyond words he was, too good to be true,
in a peculiar sort of way.  His curly hair was dark, his facial
features strong, his teeth immaculately white beneath his
moustache.  But most striking of all were his eyes.... jet
black and piercing.  I tell you, with those eyes that guy
could look right into your very soul.

He was absolutely tantalizing; I couldn't look away.
He peered at me anxiously, then, when he was certain I
was okay, he started to laugh.  I started to laugh too.
Hysterically.  I don't know why.  Maybe it was contagious,
or maybe just from relief.

Finally, the cat gave back my tongue.  "Glad you
happened by," I said, trying unsuccessfully to sound non-
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chalant.  As my terror subsided, embarrassment took its
place.

"I'm not usually that clumsy," I stammered.
"I know," he replied with a grin.  "Not the famous

Carla Garrison."
"Infamous is more like it," I answered.  "But you have

me at a disadvantage.... have we met?"
"Oh, we've had some close encounters, but never face

to face."  He studied me for a moment, and then he held out
his hand.  "My last name is Omega, but my friends call me
Al."

When my hand met his I nearly gasped out loud.  His
grip was powerful, but more than that, once again I noticed
that indescribable iciness.... his hand seemed to suck the
warmth right out of my mine.  But, oddly, it wasn't an
unpleasant sensation.

"Al Omega.... obviously Greek," I observed with a
chuckle.  "Your parents had a sense of humor."

"Oh yes," he replied sardonically.  "My father is quite
the prankster."

I was surprised that I hadn't heard of this hunk who
had come to my rescue.  He must have been a good boater,
after all, as best I could tell, he was soloing the Russell
Fork.

"You're not from around here?" I inquired.
"No, not really.  My work takes me all over the world."
"You're lucky.  What kind of work do you do?"
He hesitated for several seconds before answering,

and his reply was carefully considered.  "I'm in the pick up
and delivery business.  I make sure that things end up
where they belong."

He was clearly being evasive, and that just piqued my
curiosity.  I'm not known for my tact.... or sensitivity.
"What kind of things do you deliver?"

He answered with a riddle. "That which every man
owns, but no man can see."  Then he looked at me
pointedly, his patience obviously wearing thin.  "You seem
to have caught your breath.... shall we hit the river
together?"

"But my boat...." I sighed.
He gestured to the shore.  "Over there," he an-

nounced, "and none the worse for the experience."
"But it started to fold and.... how did it get on shore,

anyway?"
He laughed out loud again.  "I put it there; your

paddle, too.  And they are both just fine."
He was right, they were both amazingly intact.  I

didn't know how or when he salvaged them, but there they
were.

And so we paddled off together, into the rock garden
that leads to Triple Drop.

What a phenomenal boater he was.  Almost flashy....
though I'm sure he wasn't showing off.  His technique was
flawless and he really knew how to read water.  His boat
literally danced through the intricacies of the rapids.

Omega managed to catch eddies in Triple Drop that
I didn't even know existed.

I knew I'd never seen him on a river before, because
if I had, I would have remembered.  He cut a dashing
figure, one you would not forget.  His helmet matched his
boat, anthracite black with gold metal flaking.  There
wasn't a scratch on either.  The rest of his gear was black
and white as well, very unusual, but striking.

He was a considerate river companion as well, at
least he sure kept a close eye out for me.  After the
predicament he'd pulled me out of, I could hardly blame
him.

At the bottom of Triple Drop, I cornered him again.
"Damn, you are really good!  Were you on the team?"
"The team....," Omega chuckled.  "No.... not me.... I'm

not into competitive boating."
"Then how did you develop that technique?" I in-

quired.
Again that mysterious smile.  "I've learned a great

deal by observing the mistakes of others.  Over the years
I've had the opportunity to witness a lot of havoc on the
river."

"Like me, today," I mused.  "I guess there is nothing
wrong with learning from the school of hard knocks.
Especially if you aren't the one who is taking the licks."

Soon we had reached the approach to El Horrendo.
No matter how many times I've run that rapid, it still gives
me the creeps.  It has always seemed to me that no matter
how good you are, what happens in that mega hole at the
bottom is a matter of luck.

And, aside from meeting the mysterious stranger,
my luck hadn't been very good that day.

Like a gentleman, he let me run first.  That suited me
fine; I wanted to get it over with.  Well, I made it out in one
piece, but it wasn't pretty.  I rocketed out of the hole in a
tailspin and slammed against the rocky ledge on river
right.  But, within seconds, I flushed downstream and
regained control just in time to seem my new friend enter
the drop.

He started from the eddy on river left, then ferried
across to the top of the hydraulic... no mean feat at 1300
cfs.  Then he turned and literally flew over the hole in a
spectacular boof move the like of which I had never seen.
That bugger never even got his face wet!

But before I could express my admiration, he headed
downstream, eddy hopping through the last class V rock
garden like it was the Nantahala.  It took all of my ability
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and concentration, but I managed to duplicate most of his
moves.  Most, but not all.  Like I said, he was one hot
boater.

Omega spun into an eddy above Climax and climbed
out of his boat.  Eager for more conversation, I happily
joined him.  I was beginning to suspect that there was
something very unusual about my new friend.  Maybe I
should have been afraid of him, but I wasn't.  I was
intrigued.

We sat on a ledge and talked for nearly an hour.  He
was charming and witty, but evasive as hell.  He had
paddled just about every river in the country at one time
or another, though he didn't seem to know many of the big
name hair boaters.  I surmised that he was a loner.

All at once a frigid blast of air blew through the
canyon, almost as if on cue.  Omega pretended to check his
watch and then he shook his head.  "Damn.... look at the
time.  I've got to get going; I've got work to do."

I glanced at the sullen sky.  It was nearly dark.
Where had the day gone?

Suddenly, he leaned forward, took me in his arms,
and kissed me.  His lips were even colder than his hands,
but there was more passion in that kiss than in any other
I had ever experienced.  The kiss was unexpected.... but
not unwelcome.  Like I said, he was quite seductive, I
would have done anything he asked.

But, sadly, a kiss is all he wanted.  Abruptly, as if he
were having second thoughts, he gently broke our embrace
and backed away; all the while looking at me in the most
peculiar and saddest way.  As if he knew it was not meant
to be.

It took me nearly as long to catch my breath after that
kiss as it had after he rescued me from the Russell Fork.
And, for a time, I was just as speechless.

"It was really great paddling with you, Carla," he
whispered.  "You are everything I expected.... and more."

"Well, it was lucky for me that you came along," I
replied.  "After all, you saved my life."

"Yes, I guess I did," he mused quietly.  "And that's not
a role that I often get to play."

He made that pronouncement with gravity and final-
ity, effectively dismissing any lingering doubts I had about
his real identity.

"Will I see you again?"  I inquired tentatively.
He gave me an intense look.  I could tell he was

reading my mind.  "Yes.  Eventually, we will meet again."
"Soon?" I asked.
"Do you really want to know the answer to that

question?" he replied.
"I'm not sure," I answered hesitantly.
Omega started to chuckle.  "Well, I can tell you this.

It won't be for a while.  Unless, of course, I catch you soloing
a flooded class V river again!"

I was kind of relieved, but kind of disappointed.
"Well, I'll try to behave myself.  But, when we do meet, Al,
will it be on the river?"

"Would you like that.... to meet me on the river?"
I didn't have to think about it long.
"Sure enough.  The river would be the best place for

me to meet a friend like you."
Omega gave me a knowing smile.  "Then on the river

it shall be."
My acquaintance hit the water ahead of me, caught

an eddy and gave me one last wave.  Then he peeled out
into the current and disappeared over the brink of Climax,
the last class V on the Russell Fork.

As I rounded the bend at the top of the drop, I spotted
him downstream, watching to make certain I was okay.  I
directed my attention back to the rapid, throwing several
deep braces before reeling into the still water at the
bottom.

I looked around for my new friend, but he was gone.
I wasn't really surprised.

I don't think he needed to worry about a shuttle.
- From an old issue of Paddler Magazine, but well worth
re-printing.

The River
by Ted Gearing

I've been thinking of the river lately.  Where it comes
from — where it goes — and why.  We have used the river
— I have — as a healing spring.

Like a bandage, I have applied it to the wounds of
heart and soul.  To escape the afflictions of society.  To
escape boredom, pain or responsibility.  Used it as a
panacea for my grief.  Or as a liquid amphetamine for a
tired and exhausted psyche.

I have used it to get my act together — or for putting

on an act.  To become humble or attempt bravery.  To find
the truth.  To encounter lies.

Upon this river I have searched for life — flirted with
death. Looked for hope — drowned in despair.  Used it to
meet new people — to forget, to experience joy — to suffer
pain.  To find out what I am doing — or getting lost in what
I have done.

Living in the present — talking of the future —
dreaming of the past.  To clear my head — to cloud it.

To get closer to God — or to hide from Him.
I've been thinking  of the river lately.  Where it comes

from — where it goes — and why.  And why it is.  And I've
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CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to dues-
paid GCA members.  Business-re-
lated and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com.  PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRIT-
TEN ADS.  All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR SALE - Cataraft.  Haynes and
Gina Johnson are selling one of their
babies.  Aluminum frame with Vista
Recreation vinyl tubes.  Has minicell
canoe saddle and thigh braces.  Great
for nervous boaters!!!  Weighs 60 lbs
+/-.  Great way to scout rivers.  Easily
maneuverable. $600.  Come try it
out.  770.971.1542.
FOR SALE - C-1s, 2 Dagger Cas-
cades.  One yellow and red swirled
and one blue and light blue swirled.
Both in good condition.  Blue one
needs some minor outfitting.  Will
throw in 2 Mountain Surf C-1 skirts,
a Perception paddle, med. Pro-tec
helmet and a throw rope.  $250 each
or both for $425.  Bruce Fussell
brucefussell@comcast.net, 770.621
.0551.
FOR SALE - Flotation Bags, vinyl -
Perception brand.  Stern bag 58"
length, center bag 52" Length, bow
bag 28" length.  Grey colors.  All for
$60.  Contact Don at 770.262.7345 or
678.455.9151.  Email drparker36@aol

.com.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Dagger RPM
Max white water kayak.  Gray (looks
like granite).  Good condition.  Has
protective cones on ends.  $400.  Call
William at 706.742.7513 or e-mail
lilsis@negia.net.
FOR SALE - Kayak & paddle.
Daggar Outburst White Water Kayak,
Perception white water paddle.
Kayak - $350.  Paddle - $100.  The
Kayak is in good condition.  It is a
great beginner boat as it is very stable.
The paddle is light and strong.  Please
contact me for more information.
margeryedu@cs.com or 404.401.5919.
FOR SALE - Kayak, paddle, skirts.
I:3 221 kayak paddled by my son 1
year.  $600.  Werner Player 192 on 45
deg. right hand $125.  Three skirts, 1
med. 1 large, 1 x-large, $60 each.  Call
Joe Webb 770.954.9609 or 678.986
.2048.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Necky Jive river
running kayak ($250).  Dagger Medi-
eval play boat kayak, paddle, and
skirt ($550).  Call Corey @770.740
.6537.
FOR SALE - Kayak and gear - com-
plete white water outfit, Dagger RPM,
Lotus PFD, Werner paddle,
Wildwater helmet, Perception spray
skirt, various dry and spray tops, all
above purchased new.  $700 OBO.
Call 404.790.4204 between 8 am and
9 pm or email grickthomas@
mindspirng.com.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA

needs your help.  We need members
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, etc.  Call 770.421
.9729, leave a message.
WANTED - Canoe.  Mohawk Probe
12 II in good or better condition.  Call
Jack at 770.998.0350.

Eddy Line classified ads get
results!!

been feeling somewhat guilty about using it.  Taking — and
giving nothing in return.

Somehow, bumper stickers aren't enough.  There is

more, if we choose to do it.
- From the "Ozark Paddler" — newsletter of the Ozark
Mountain Paddlers.

"Of all the questions which can come before this Nation, short of actual preservation of its existence in a great war,
there is none which compares in importance with the great central task of leaving this land even a better land for our
descendants than it is for us, and training them into a better race to inhabit the land and pass it on.  Conservation
is a great moral issue, for it involves the patriotic duty of insuring the safety and continuation of the Nation."

        - Teddy Roosevelt, 1910.





Twenty-first Annual
GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair

(and Kayaking, too)

September 17, 18, 19

Nelson’s Nantahala Hideaway, Topton, NC
www.nantahalacampground.com

Reserved for GCA Members
Hot Showers, Meeting Room, Fishing, Biking Trails,

Hiking Trails, Horse Back Riding Nearby

Use Reverse Side to Make Your Reservations
Registration Deadline — Your check must be received by Tuesday, September

14 or we will not be able to provide food for you.

CAMPSITES: $15.00/site/night for 1st 2 people; $2.00/night for each additional person (most
sites have power/water hookup; cannot reserve specific campsites — first come basis)

CABINS: $45.00/night (sleeps 4 people, 1 bathroom, cable TV)

BUNKHOUSES: $5.00/bed/night (sleeps 12 people w/easy access to large bathhouse)

No pets allowed in cabins or bunkhouses — Must be on leash in camping area

FRIDAY EVENING:
Trip Coordinator Meeting 7:30 PM at Meeting House

SATURDAY EVENING:
7:00 PM

Dinner catered by NOC with veggie alternative
Price: $12.00 (Children 12 & Under $7.00)

BOATING SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
Meet at 8:30 AM at Meeting House to Finalize Trips

Rivers: Ocoee, Nantahala, Tuckeseigee, Little Tennessee, Pigeon,
French Broad, Nolichucky, Chattooga, Upper Chattahoochee,

Nacoochee Chattahoochee, Amicalola, Cartecay, Hiwassee, Tellico
Lakes: Nantahala, Fontana

Note: There will also be a Friday Nantahala trip coordinated by Peter Chau as listed in the
current trip schedule

For further information, contact:
David or Dorothy Vezzetti 706.579.2541 / dvezzetti@alltell.net



GCA FALL GALA CANOEING AFFAIR
Registration Form

To Register – Fill out registration form below and mail with your check made out to “GCA” to:
David & Dorothy Vezzetti

10454 Big Canoe
Big Canoe, GA 30143

706.579.2541
Registration deadline: Your check must be received by Tuesday, September 14 or we will not be able to provide food

for you.

Name:_____________________________________________________________ Phone:________________________

No. in Party _________________  Email: _______________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

Camping:
Number of tents @ $15.00/night (includes 2 people) Fri. _________ Sat. ___________ $_______________

Extra people @ $2.00 each/night Fri. _________ Sat. ___________ $_______________

Cabins (each sleeps 4):
(Kitchen, bathroom, cable TV) $45.00/cabin/night Fri. _________ Sat. ___________ $_______________

Bunkhouse:
(Each sleeps 12) $5.00/person/night Fri. _________ Sat. ___________ $_______________

Saturday Dinner:
# of Meals (adult) ______  X $12.00 $_________________

# of Meals (age 12 & Under) _____ X $7.00 $_________________

Saturday & Sunday Breakfasts:
At $3.00 Sat. _________  Sun. __________ $_________________

$5.00 LATE FEE if post-marked after September 12: $_________________

Make check payable to GCA Grand Total $_________________

Trip Coordinators Needed!
I am willing to lead a trip Saturday or Sunday on:  _____________________ on _____________________________

Saturday / Sunday Specify which river or lake

NELSON’S NANTAHALA HIDEAWAY — TOPTON, NC
www.nantahalacampground.com

See website for a map/directions/cabin pictures/hiking trails/area information and more



2004 GCA INSTRUCTION SCHEDULE & CLINIC INFORMATION
Clinics will be taught by ACA-certified instructors and qualified assistants.  In order to provide individual attention, the maximum

student-to-instructor ratio is 4:1.  Space is limited.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

BASIC WHITE WATER SAFETY
This is not a Swift Water Rescue course, but rather a one-day
safety course focusing on the skills needed to immediately
effect a rescue after an incident has occurred.  It follows the
American Canoe Association's Basic White Water Safety
curriculum and is a full day of learning and practicing simple
safety concepts and rescue techniques.  The morning is
demonstration and land-based exercises including throw ropes.
The afternoon is water-based exercises including self-rescue,
rescue of others, and retrieval of boats and gear.  If you've
never taken a river safety course, or haven't taken one recently,
this is an excellent first course or refresher course.  The only
prerequisite skills are basic paddling techniques such as those
learned in a beginning paddling course.

ADVANCED SWIFT WATER RESCUE
OBJECTIVES: To teach effective skills for white water rescue,
including self rescue techniques, rope handling skills, and
approaches for dealing with boat pinning and entrapment.
Special attention is given to teaching simple, effective skills
that make good use of the limited gear that white water
paddlers can carry.
PREREQUISITES: All paddle craft are welcome.  Students
should be intermediate white water paddlers, capable of
ferrying and catching eddies in class II white water.  They
should be in good physical condition, with strong swimming
skills and no fear of going underwater.  Students should dress
for swimming and prolonged immersion.  All appropriate
personal river gear, plus a throw rope, two carabiners, and 15
feet of 1 inch tubular webbing, should be brought to class.  The
above are excerpts from the ACA outline http://
www.acanet.org/pdf/adv-rescue-6-18.pdf

BEGINNING RECREATIONAL KAYAK:
This is primarily for the 'other' kayak category; ones that are
neither shorter white water kayaks with skirts nor longer sea
kayaks with rudders or skegs.  This includes flat water touring
kayaks (wider kayaks with skirts such as Keowee, Swifty and
Acadia models) and white water sit on tops (such as Torrents)
& inflatable rubber kayaks.  Some don't know they have boats
in this category until they call for white water or sea kayak
classes.  The course will follow the format of the American
Canoe Association 'basic river kayak' course.  See http://
www.acanet.org/sei-river-kayak.htm

SEA KAYAK
These courses are for longer narrow kayaks with rudders or
skegs.  The beginner class is two days of basic strokes,
maneuvers, and rescue skills.  One day is on quiet water, the
second is in mild surf.  The level of instruction will be geared to
the skill level of the participants.  For more information see
http://webpages.charter.net/cramersec/skflyer.html and http://
www.acanet.org/sei-coastal-kayak.htm

BEGINNING FLAT/MOVING WATER CANOE:
For people who have never had a boat on moving water or
want to improve their skills in a basic course.  This is also for
canoes that are not suitable for white water or those who want
an easier class.  Saturday flat water session emphasizing
strokes, safety, self-rescues.  Sunday session on moving water
river.  For more information see the ACA 'basic river canoe'

outline at http://www.acanet.org/sei-river-canoe.htm

BEGINNING YOUTH WHITE WATER:
For younger paddlers 8 to 14 years old who are either just
starting out in white water or have paddled before but are still
at the novice level.  This is a one-day class with a morning lake
session followed by an afternoon river session at a difficulty
level well within the experience and capabilities of the partici-
pants.

BEGINNING WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
For people who have minimal experience on moving water and/
or have not had recent instruction.  Three-hour evening
classroom session with videos and lectures covering equip-
ment, safety, river features and paddling techniques for tandem
and solo boaters.  Full day Saturday flat water session empha-
sizing strokes, safety, self-rescues.  Full day Sunday session
on moving water river.  You must attend both the dry and flat
water sessions to participate in the white water river portion of
the course.

TRAINED BEGINNER WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Participants should have had fairly recent beginner level
instruction and at least 5 days of white water experience after
the instruction.  Participants should be able to do basic
maneuvers on class II rivers (eddy turns, peel outs & ferries).
Polish-up beginner skills, plus bracing and rolling (kayaks).

INTERMEDIATE WHITE WATER KAYAK & CANOE:
Intermediate clinic participants should be comfortable paddling
class II-III white water such as the Nantahala, wish to master
the roll in rapids (kayaks), and learn how to play confidently in
Nantahala-type waves and holes.  Intermediate kayakers
should have a 100% flat water roll and a 50% reliable combat
roll in class II rapids.  Saturday morning lake session working
on strokes and rolls (kayaks) and an afternoon session on a
class II-III river working on turns, surfing, eddy hopping, etc.
Full day Sunday trip on a class II-III river.

ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES

See the registration form (reverse side) for information on GCA
membership, registration, cancellations, refunds and age.

SWIMMING ABILITY:
You must be able to swim and should not panic with your head
under water.  Beginning kayak clinic participants will spend a
lot of time upside down inside their kayaks on the lake.  All
students will practice swimming & self-rescue skills in rapids.

PHYSICAL CONDITION:
White water paddling is a physically and mentally challenging
activity that requires fitness, flexibility, and a positive attitude in
stressful situations.  Kayaking is a high-risk activity for indi-
viduals with a history of shoulder dislocations.  Applicants
should discuss potential physical limitations with the Coordina-
tor before signing up.

EQUIPMENT:
You must furnish all of your own equipment.  You will receive a
detailed list of required and recommended equipment well in
advance of the clinic.

COURSE SCHEDULE, INSTRUCTIONS & REGISTRATION FORM ON REVERSE SIDE



White Water Canoe
+ Trained Beginner

August 28, 29
Coordinator: Pat Hagan (770.393.1420)

 + Intermediate
September 18, 19
Coordinators: Gina & Haynes Johnson
(770.971.1542)

Sea Kayak
Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)

+ Introduction - Charleston, SC
September 25, 26

White Water Kayak
+ Beginner

August 3 (evening), 7,8
Coordinator: Knox Worde (770.475.3022)

+ Trained Beginner
July 31 - August 1
Coordinator: Knox Worde (770.475.3022)

Recreational Kayak
+ Beginner Recreational Kayak (class fee $25)

August 14
Coordinator: Knox Worde (770.475.3022)

GCA INSTRUCTION 2004

Registration:  To register for one of these clinics you must be a member of the Georgia Canoeing Association.  For an application
to join the GCA go to the GCA Web Site at http://www.georgiacanoe.org/membship.htm or call 404.421.9729.   Dues are $25.
Classes are $50 per person unless otherwise stated.  To register for a clinic, call the coordinator of the clinic for more information,
including questions on your skill level and/or course objectives.  You will NOT be registered until the coordinator receives this
completed form and a check for appropriate fees.   Please don't wait to register.  All classes are subject to being closed due to
student limits or being rescheduled or canceled if there are insufficient students registered.  Registration closes ten days before
each class due to insurance and planning considerations.

CLINIC __________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME __________________________________________________________________   AGE  ________    SEX ___________

STREET__________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY ___________________________________________________  STATE  ________  ZIP ___________________________

PHONE __________________________________ EMAIL _________________________________________________________

ALLERGIES OR PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES  __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DISABILITIES OR PHYSICAL PROBLEMS ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS:
If you wish to cancel or switch to another date, please notify the Clinic Coordinator as soon as possible.  If you cancel at least 10
days before the first class session your fees will be refunded.  After that, refunds will be made only if a replacement is found.
Clinics will be conducted rain or shine.  No-shows and those not completing the full course are ineligible for refunds.

AGE:
If you are under 18, all liability releases must be signed by a parent or guardian, who must also provide suitable power-of-attorney
for medical care.  Except for youth clinics, pre-teens will not be enrolled unless they have had suitable paddling experience in the
Training Director's judgment.






