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Summer Roll Practice
Joint AWC / GCA Summer Roll Practice will be held at Stone Mountain
Lake this year beginning in May and running through the end of daylight
savings time in October. Sessions are scheduled
for Wednesdays at 6:00 (or earlier). Admission is
free once you enter the park (a season pass is
highly recommended if you plan to attend multiple sessions).
To get there, enter the park from the Stone
Mountain Freeway (East Entrance) and take the
first left. Continue about a mile until the road
crosses the dam and take the first right into the
parking lot. The boat ramp is on the right.
Use the area around the ramp to load and unload boats only. There is a
fair amount of power boat traffic putting in and taking out at the ramp. Once
in the water, try to stay clear of the ramp for the same reason.
Note: Park regulations do not allow "swimming" at this location, so if you
are in the water spotting for someone, an explanation to the park officials may
be in order. So far no one has been cited for a violation there.
Volunteers are needed to help with kayak, canoe and C-1 rolling. Your
help is appreciated!

GCA 2003 Training Schedule
See the flyer in back of this issue of The Eddy Line for GCA kayak and
canoe training classes scheduled so far for 2003. Classes can help beginners as
well as experienced paddlers improve their skills.

Back to the Chattahoochee River Races
Mark your calendars for the Back to the Chattahoochee River Races and
Festival on Saturday, June 7, sponsored by the Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper in partnership with Rivers Alive and the City of Roswell! Paddlers
will race the 7-mile course from Holcomb Bridge to Roswell's new city park on
the River near Highway 400, where participants will enjoy barbeque, bluegrass
and an environmental festival.
More information and an enrtry form are included in the back of this issue
of The Eddy Line. For more information, contact Kristi Rose (krose@
ucriverkeeper.org) or Bill Crawford (bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org). Or call
the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper office at 404.352.9828.
- From RiverChat, a publication of the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper.
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information - Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line - Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Jim Albert at 770.414.1521.
For information on winter roll practice - Call Revel
Freeman at 404.261.8572.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line - Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Geoff Kohl at 404.457.3517 or Newsletter Editor
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318.
For information on videos and books available from
the GCA Library - Call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636.

Who Ya Gonna Call?
The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club - Call the club telephone
number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message. Someone
will get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities - Call
President Marvine Cole at 770.475.3022 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Cruisemaster Mike
Winchester at 770.319.8969.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

Board of Directors Meetings

GCA Executive Committee

The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings are held quarterly on the first Thursday of the
last month of the quarter (March, June, September, December) from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at the Atlanta Botanical
Garden, located on Piedmont Road at the Prado, next to
Piedmont Park. All members are encouraged to attend. If
you have an item for discussion, please call GCA President
Marvine Cole at 770.475.3022 so she can add your item to
the agenda. Attending Board meetings is a great way to
become more involved with the GCA.

President .............................................. Marvine Cole
Vice President ...................................... Gina Johnson
Secretary ................................................. Tom Bishop
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................................... Vacant
Recreation Chair ............................ Gretchen Mallins
Resource Development Chair ............. Cameron Pach
River Protection Chair ............................ Jim Tibbetts
Training Chair ........................................... Jim Albert

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue, material
should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the deadline or
they MAY NOT be published in the next issue. To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com. The text of an
article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files. To submit material
via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII text file labeled with a
".txt" file extension, or as a text file on a 3-1/2 inch high density MacIntosh formatted disk, and include a printed copy (Disks returned
only if requested). To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, GA 30066. All
classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested. Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted.
Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions. Thanks for your cooperation.
The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060
Pharr Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues. Periodicals postage
paid at Atlanta, GA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357.
READERS: Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label. Telephone 770.421.9729.
Copyright © 2003 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc. Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do
not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club. Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar
or obscene language, and to fit in allocated space. No substantive changes are made in any material published herein. Eddy Line material published
herein and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other
paddling organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA. Proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements herein
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
May
3
Toccoa
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Greg Spencer
404.892.6851
3
Cartecay
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Jackie Pickett
404.622.6825
4
Broad
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Maureen Lange
770.335.1817
10 Toccoa
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Mike Bilello
770.441.2418
10 Upper Chattahoochee
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Doug Ackerman
770.503.0365
10 Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Roger Toebben
770.804.9416
11 Leader's Choice
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
William Gatling
770.529.7103
11 Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Roger Toebben
770.804.9416
17 Upper Chattahoochee
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Brannen Proctor
770.664.7384
17 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Louis Boulanger
404.394.2182
18 Upper Chattahoochee
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Debra Berry
404.320.6148
18 Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Mike McDonough
770.988.0717
24-26 Big South Fork (TN) (Note 1)
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Lois Newton
706.398.0369
24 Hiawassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Jack Taylor
770.998.0350
25 Hiawassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Jack Taylor
770.998.0350
25 French Broad (NC) (Note 2)
Class 3 Intermediate
Susan Oehler
828.298.0315
26 Isle of Palms (SC)
Sea Kayaking
Steve Cramer
706.208.8382
26 French Broad (NC) (Note 2)
Class 3 Intermediate
Susan Oehler
828.298.0315
31 Toccoa
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Greg Spencer
404.892.6851
31 Hiwassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Howard Rogers
770.777.4128
31 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Heather Sutton
678.574.6593
31 Chattooga Section 3-1/2
Class 3-4 Advanced
Jodi Kaufmann
706.207.0755
June
1
Broad
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Jeff Engel
706.548.5015
1
Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Mike Winchester
770.319.8969
5
Board of Directors Meeting — Members invited — Atlanta Botanical Gardens — Marvine Cole
770.475.3022
7
Tuckaseigee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Gina Johnson
770.971.1542
7
Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Roger Toebben
770.804.9416
8
Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Roger Toebben
770.804.9416
9
Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Allen Hedden
770.426.4318
14 Tuckaseigee DUCKY DAY (Note 3)
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Gina Johnson
770.971.1542
14 Hiwassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Brannen Proctor
770.664.7384
15 Cartecay
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Doug Ackerman
770.503.0365
15 Ocoee
Class 3-4 Advanced
Mike McDonough
770.988.0717
21 Leader's Choice
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
William Gatling
770.529.7103
Note 1: Canoe Camping from Station Camp to Blue Heron. Put on Sat. Take out Mon. Kayaks welcome but must be able to carry all their
own gear.
Note 2: Take out @ Stack House.
Note 3: Ducky Day - $15.00 fee for instruction & river running.
I WOULD LIKE TO ADD A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS TO WILLIAM GATLING FOR HIS ASSISTANCE WITH THE CRUISE
MASTER JOB! MANY THANKS ALSO TO THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED UP TO COORDINATE TRIPS! - Mike Winchester.

Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Most trip coordinators will move a trip to an alternate
venue if the water levels and conditions for a particular trip are not favorable. Call early in the week to ensure you get
a spot on the trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what was learned in the clinic
and expanding skill levels.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call the Cruisemaster, Mike Winchester, at 770.319.8969. As usual, we need trip
coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts
of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: Wednesday evenings from 6:00 PM 'til dark May thru the end of Daylight Savings Time in October at
the lake at Stone Mountain Park. See announcement in this issue of The Eddy Line.
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GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member. All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636 to find out what is
available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or book
for postage and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome. (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:
Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA 30217
The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle: Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle: White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & beyond)
Play Daze
Retendo

Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the
Streams of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Watershed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Movement
Florida information (assorted)
Georgia Mountains
Godforsaken Sea: Racing the World’s Most

Announcements

this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions. Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.
By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this
printing about 300 subscribers. Here's
how the list works:
By sending an email to "gcalist@yahoogroups.com"
you automatically reach all subscribers to the list with the
message. Only those subscribed to the list can send email
to the list.
To subscribe to the list, send an email to "gcalistsubscribe@yahoogroups.com". You will receive a verification that you are subscribed and a welcome message with
instructions on how to unsubscribe and various other
commands available through the service. Be sure to save
this information for future reference.
All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late
breaking news items of interest to the paddling community, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gcalist@yahoogroups.com. If you want to receive any of
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Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana: Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Washington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org. We are
continually adding information and links of value to paddlers. Send your ideas for updates to Allen Sinquefield by
using the e-mail link for WebGuy at the site.

Mail Failure Notices
Each month the Electronic Eddy Line receives numerous mail failure notices against members' email IDs.
If your email address comes back with a mail failure
notice, you will be deleted from the recipient list for the
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Electronic Eddy Line until we get a request to be added
back with a current email address.
Also, if we get a number of mail failure notices
against an email ID on the GCA Email List, that ID is
automatically unsubscribed by the listserve software. It is
the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscription with the current email ID. Your cooperation is
appreciated — it makes less work for our all volunteer
staff.

Upcoming Events of Interest
May 3 — Obed-Emory RiverFest — Wartburg, TN, Patrick
Martin 865.376.0197, Doug Klaras 865.983.3753, or David
Luinstra 931.863.3592.
May 10 — NOC / Subaru Adventure Race — Wesser, NC,
800.232.7238 ext. 600, www.noc.com.
May 17 — Coosa River Basin Canoe-A-Thon — Coosa
River, Rome, GA, 706.232.2724.
May 31 — Yellow River Challenge Race — Yellow River,
FL, Pensacola Gulf Coastkeepers, 850.429.8422, www
.gckeeperrivers.org.
June 7 — Back to the Chattahoochee River Races —
Chattahoochee River, Roswell, GA, Kristi Rose,
404.352.9828, krose@ucriverkeeper.org.
June 7 — Fontana Flat Water Dash — Fontana Lake, NC,
800.232.7238 ext. 600, www.noc.com.
August 6-10 — Lanier Canoe 2003 Sprint World Championships — Lake Lanier, Gainesville, GA, Connie Hagler,
770.287.7888, ConHagler@aol.com.
September 6-7 — Tsali Challenge Triathlon — Tsali
Recreation Area, NC, 800.232.7238 ext. 600, www.noc.com.
September 10-14 — ICF Flat Water Racing World Championships — Lake Lanier, Gainesville, GA, Connie Hagler,
770.287.7888, ConHagler@aol.com.
Oct 31 - Nov 2 — NOC GAF — Nantahala River, Wesser,
NC, 800.232.7238 ext. 600, www.noc.com.

Weekday Paddlers
Did you know that GCA has a list of paddlers available to paddle during the week? We now have 70+ entries
on the weekday paddlers list, including members who are
retired persons, those with variable or non-standard work
schedules, those availble to paddle weekdays when school
is out (students and teachers), and even those who have a
lot of vacation time to burn and want to take vacation days
for paddling. The list includes members who paddle
smooth water as well as all classes of white water.
If you would like to be included in the list, please call
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 and leave your name, phone
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Canoe Outfitting & Repair
Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates
and more
ABS repair for worn, cracked or broken hulls

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels
Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com
number, days of the week you are available to paddle, and
class of water (flat, I thru V) that you are interested in
paddling. You will then receive an up-to-date copy of the
list. The list will be re-published quarterly (January,
April, July, October).
Updates are available by request through the GCA
phone line. If you received your copy of the list more than
3 months ago, you should request an updated copy (the
January update is out). There have been considerable
changes to the list. To receive an up-to-date copy, call the
GCA phone line at 770.421.9729 and leave your name and
address with a request for the updated list.

Support Our GCA Supporters
A new feature of the GCA web site will be a GCA
Supporters page with links to the companies that support
GCA financially by advertising with us. Help out those
who help us out — patronize our financial supporters!!
Thanks!

Coosa River Basin Canoe-A-Thon
by Emily Goodwin, CRBI Program Coordinator
Thank you very much for your interest in the Coosa
River Basin Initiative's (CRBI) Annual Canoe-A-Thon!
This year we are also hosting a Canoe Race. Please
sponsor a canoe, or better yet, join a canoe team to help
raise funds for CRBI's efforts to protect the waterways of
the Coosa Basin.
If you are looking for a fun and exciting way to learn
about and experience our beautiful waterways, now is
your chance. All the money raised goes to supporting
CRBI's important programs. CRBI works in four project
areas: advocacy, education, water monitoring, and restoration. In addition to supporting the environmental and
community efforts of CRBI, you will be able to experience
the joy of exploring our natural heritage up close and
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personal.
The CRBI Canoe-A-Thon and Canoe Race will be on
May 17. We will provide canoes for those who need them.
Kayaks or any other non-motorized vessels are welcome.
The race is only for tandem canoes (two people in one
canoe). If you are not racing, up to three people in a canoe
is fine. For families with small children, two adults and
two children in a canoe works, too. We are offering three
different courses this year so that everyone will be able to
canoe as much of the day as they want.
Short Paddle: A six mile route down the Etowah
starting at Grizzard Park (the soccer complex on the EastWest Connector) ending at the landing at Heritage Park
on the Coosa River. (Approx. 2-3 hrs.) Meet at Heritage
Park at 10 AM.
Long Paddle: A 15 mile route down the Oostanaula
starting at Highway 140 and ending at the landing at
Heritage Park on the Coosa River. (Approx. 4-7 hrs.) Meet
at Heritage Park at 9 AM.
Canoe Race: A 20 mile route starting at the Highway
411 bridge on the Etowah and ending at the landing at
Heritage Park on the Coosa River. Meet at Heritage Park
at 8 AM.
GREAT PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE
TOP MONEY RAISERS AND CANOE RACE WINNER!
Participants will also receive a CRBI membership and a
unique t-shirt.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION: There is a registration fee of $50 per canoe. This money goes directly to
CRBI's important programs. Each participant is encouraged to recruit others to contribute to CRBI's cause by
making tax-deductible donations on the canoeists' behalf
to CRBI. We are hoping each canoe team raises as much
money as possible beyond the registration fee. Please
contact CRBI by stopping by our office (408 Broad Street
next to Schroeder's) or calling (706.232.2724) to register.
The final deadline for registration is May 2. We cannot
guarantee T-shirts to those who register late.
RAIN DATE: We will reschedule the event if there
is steady rain or thunder and lightening on the 17th.
Please feel free to call or meet with me concerning
any questions you may have. Your contributions to CRBI
and your participation in this event will help protect our
valuable ecosystems. I hope to see you on the water!

are flowing on Obed-Emory! Contact Patrick Martin:
865.376.0197; Doug Klaras: 865.983.3753; or David
Luinstra 931.863.3592.
Gear "Swap" on the Courthouse Grounds, 12:00-5:00 pm.
No registration. No fees. Bring your used gear to sell,
and/or take home some great bargains! Set up or shop
after paddling, if you like. Buy/sell gear for boating,
climbing, cycling, hiking, fishing, camping, birding, etc.
Outdoor clothing, books, whatever!
Other RiverFest Activities:
AM: wildflower walks; river cleanup/swim; student water- quality sampling; on-your-own cycling, hiking, climbing.
PM: live music; arts & crafts; Obed mural painting;
paddling videos; kids activities; raffle; food vendors; speakers.
Rainy-day location: Wartburg Civic Center, Hwy 62.
For more info, contact Del Scruggs: 423.319.8242 or
dscruggs@utk.edu.

Obed-Emory RiverFest

"If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you
want happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want
happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. If you want
happiness for a lifetime, help somebody."
- Chinese proverb.

The Obed-Emory RiverFest, a celebration of natural
and cultural resources, takes place Saturday, May 3,
Wartburg, TN. Events include:
ETWC/Chota/TSRA-Led Paddling Trips wherever rivers
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August - November) would allow for
such an inadequate and environmentally unfriendly approach to laying a
new pipe across this river.
Now comes the good part. The
by Michael Moody
river is "known" for it popular use by
This concerns the Broad River
canoe and kayak enthusiasts. At this
and the Williams Pipeline Company (of
point in time, there has been no effort
Conservation Corner
the California Price Fixing Scandals).
by Williams to accommodate this popuThey are at present replacing a pipe
lar and "legal" use of the state resource.
and putting in a loop (not sure what
They have at one time placed a small
that's all about, but I'm afraid it has something to do with
warning sign (very small hand painted thing nailed to a
a proposed Southern Company generator on the Broad
tree...) concerning a construction site ahead. They have
River) across the river.
not made a 'bridge' over an adequate section to allow for
They have made a causeway out of large rock (sharp
boats to pass under unimpeded as the law would allow.
head sized) over culvert type pipes that crosses the river.
The opposite is true as they have place tons and tons
The object is to move heavy drilling equipment over the
of rock over drainage pipes — expecting the river to go
riverbed to drill and blast for a deeper trough to put the
through them. Not sure where the boaters are supposed
pipe(s) in. Unfortunately the plan is totally inadequate for
to go. Through the culverts? A causeway is not 'noted' for
the time of year / normal river levels.
it's abilities in allowing water to pass, never mind boats.
The causeway was supposed to be removed (read: all
At present, the river has washed out a section (again)
rock removed from river) upon it's completion. The
leaving pipes sticking out of the rocks, creating a serious
causeway has washed away totally or partially at least
hazard to boaters as they pass by the major break in the
three times in the last month. How they are supposed to
causeway across the Broad River. No attempt so far has
'retrieve' the rock at this point is hard to imagine. It is in
been made for a 'portage' route, never mind a proper way
fact impossible. However, rather than changing plans
for legal boaters to pass.
they continue to 'fill' rock into the river.
A call to the EPD would be a good start, followed by
The pipeline crosses the Broad River midway beone to the Corp and/or the EPA concerning Williams
tween the Georgia Highway 281 Bridge (between
Pipeline Co. (formerly Trans Continental Pipeline Co.
Danielsville and Royston) and the Georgia Highway 172
AKA Trans Co.)
Bridge (Between Colbert and Bowman) east of Athens in
Jack Huff of the Madison County environmental code
Madison / Elbert Counties. For further driving instrucenforcement office is a good guy and knows most of the
tions, you can call the Broad River Outpost at 706.795.3242
people / government offices in question, but I believe he's
or ask most anyone in the Athens area, as it's the "popular"
not wanting to stick his neck out where he has no authority
place to go for a float on a great nearby river.
to regulate these 'big boys'.
To my knowledge they don't have a permit from the
US Army Corp of Engineers to 'fill' the navigational waters
"It is not enough for a man to know how to ride, he must
of the United States with millions of tons of rip rap and
also know how to fall."
- American Indian Proverb.
other debris. As this operation was not supposed to
permanently fill the waters of the Broad River, they must
have been allowed to slide by without oversight from the
Corps.
The Georgia EPD is notoriously slack and will give
permits to almost any hair brained idea/scheme — and
rolling
strokes
river strategies
even then not follow up on it's implementation. The
certification tutoring
flexible schedule
department is very lacking in it's leadership concerning
environmental issues. The EPD has been notified and
ACA Certified
have 'busted' (slaps on wrist) the company for some sedi678.575.7995 piperodell@mindspring.com
ment control fences in the area but have failed to make
Williams Co. alter it's plans of crossing the river or
delaying the work until lower water levels (typically

Broad River
Causeway — Cheaper
Than a Bridge

Private Kayak Instruction
Don Piper
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Instruction / Training

Ducky Day Returns!
The GCA will hold Ducky Day on the Tuckaseigee
River Saturday, June 14, and possibly on Saturday, July
12, as well. Ducky Day is a combination of instruction and
river running for those boaters in sit-on-tops, inflatable
kayaks, and recreational kayaks. It is not suitable for
traditional 18' sea kayaks, since those boats don't turn
very well. If you don't have a boat, you can rent a ducky
from Tuckaseigee Outfitters (where we meet!). We will
meet at 9:30 and should be off the river by 4:00.
The morning is dedicated to paddling theory, river
reading, safety and river skills. In the afternoon we
practice what we've learned. This is suitable for young
paddlers as well.
The cost is $15 for adult paddlers. Children are free!
Contact Gina Johnson for details — 770.971.1542 or email at gwminc@mindspring.com.

Paddling in Iraq
Okay, so that title line was a half truth. I was at the
New York Public Library this weekend (April 5) researching ancient Iraq, especially Assyria, and came across some
fun tidbits. Bronze Age, as opposed to our aluminum and
fiberglass age.
What I was looking for was rituals, ceremonies, or
other activities used to mark the return of soldiers to
civilian life — in other words, to paraphrase a 20th century
saying, "How you gonna keep them down on the farm after
they've seen Babylon?" It was for a Village Voice article,
and I didn't succeed.
But what I found, in a wonderful multi-volume compendium of research papers called "Civilizations of the
Ancient Near East" are these nuggets:
1) Apparently paddlers have always been a whining
and demanding bunch. Well, that's what might be inferred
from the chapter, "Sea and River Craft in the Ancient
Near," by George F. Bass. How else can you explain that
the world's oldest product warrantee — decreed by the
Code of Hammurabi more than 3750 years ago — is for the
caulking of river boats? If the boat leaked within a year of
the work, the caulker had to redo it for free. I checked it
out myself, and the law seems to be #235 out of 282.
2) PFDs are important! Assyrian Emperor ShamshiAdad directed that all soldiers should be issued inflatable
animals skins for "buoying across the river." So, tell that
to the next newbie who refuses to wear one! : )
- From the NYCKayaker email list.
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Race Watch

Locust Fork Classic Slalom Results March 22, 2003
Class
K-1W (Cd)
K-1W (Jr)
K-1W (Jr)
C-1 (Cd)
C-1 (Cd)
K-1
K-1
K-1
K-1 (Jr)
K-1 (Jr)
K-1 (Jr)
K-1 (Ms)
K-1 (Ms)
K-1W Rec
K-1W Rec
K-1W Rec
C-1 Rec
C-1 Rec
K-1 Rec
K-1 Rec
K-1 Rec
K-1 Rec (Ms)
K-1 Rec (Ms)
K-1 Rec (Ms)
OC-1W
OC-1W
OC-1W
OC-1 Short
OC-1 Short
OC-1 Short
OC-1 Medium
OC-1 Medium
OC-1 Medium
OC-2
OC-2
OC-2 Mixed
OC-2 Mixed
OC-2 Mixed
OC-2 Mixed (Jr/Sr)
OC-2 Mixed (Jr/Sr)
OC-2 Mixed (Jr/Sr)
OC-1 Rec
OC-1 Rec
OC-1 Rec
OC-2 Mixed Rec
OC-2 Mixed Rec
OC-2 Mixed Rec
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Name(s)
Paris Robinson
Katy Dennis
Amanda Weizenecker
Benn Fraker
Nick Lomas
Shaun Smith
Brad Hinds
Keith Yell
Eric Hurd
John Watson
James Klaucke
Eric Baker
Tom Fraker
Karen Bargatze
Kerry Appleton
Heather Reed
Jim Robertson
David Johnson
Brad Hinds
Keith Yell
Gene Smith
Allen Jones
Mark Martin
Fred Huey
Mary Jo Kewley
Patti Wilson
Helen Sparks
Phil Foti
Eli Helbert
David Simpson
Phil Foti
Eric Baker
Art Fowler
Nicholas Lee/Eric Baker
Sam Sikes/Hank Sikes
Allen Hedden/Gabriella Schlidt
David Simpson/Mary Jo Kewley
John Reynolds/Patti Wilson
Dawn Reynolds/John Reynolds
Brigit Reynolds/John Reynolds
Sam Wilson/Patti Wilson
John Duncan
Allen Hedden
Michael Abernathy
Heather Reed/Jim Robertson
Nancy Shue/Stephen Rayfield
Kim Harrold/Kerry Nivens

Place Time 1
1
190.81
1
183.08
2
192.61
1
167.84
2
173.31
1
146.56
2
189.33
3
182.17
1
147.77
2
160.03
3
186.09
1
182.73
2
214.11
1
266.73
2
290.53
3
271.34
1
273.83
2
276.42
1
172.45
2
179.28
3
183.43
1
207.78
2
228.75
3
222.32
1
298.09
2
280.83
3
281.3
1
213.27
2
226.7
3
230.28
1
230.8
2
298.11
3
227.67
1
340.25
2
246.37
1
276.17
2
300.46
3
278.68
1
264.89
2
267.69
3
361.03
1
249.7
2
257.64
3
256.65
1
290.65
2
427.25
3
279.45

9

Pen 1Total 1
2
192.81
2
185.08
14
206.61
0
167.84
2
175.31
0
146.56
2
191.33
2
184.17
0
147.77
4
164.03
4
190.09
4
186.73
162 376.11
10
276.73
55
345.53
20
291.34
160 433.83
215 491.42
10
182.45
10
189.28
0
183.43
0
207.78
10
238.75
15
237.32
70
368.09
30
310.83
270 551.30
20
233.27
40
266.70
10
240.28
30
260.80
60
358.11
130 357.67
60
400.25
480 726.37
80
356.17
80
380.46
170 448.68
270 534.89
320 587.69
260 621.03
30
279.70
50
307.64
60
316.65
200 490.65
230 657.25
290 569.45

Time 2
184.02
205.00
203.37
167.09
174.31
146.25
145.48
181.59
161.31
160.26
206.03
185.05
191.52
258.17
264.53
261.37
382.50
252.39
173.31
176.27
176.87
208.68
225.80
239.84
256.75
272.61
285.98
215.68
217.58
228.18
229.21
248.92
DNS
317.81
256.67
302.56
269.61
267.86
279.59
274.56
432.45
253.33
249.31
267.75
309.89
283.02
265.92

Pen 2Total 2
8
192.02
8
213.00
106 309.37
2
169.09
2
176.31
0
146.25
4
149.48
0
181.59
6
167.31
0
160.26
10
216.03
4
189.05
6
197.52
10
268.17
5
269.53
10
271.37
160 542.50
240 492.39
0
173.31
0
176.27
0
176.87
15
223.68
10
235.80
55
294.84
30
286.75
30
302.61
140 425.98
0
215.68
10
227.58
0
228.18
0
229.21
20
268.92
DNS
50
367.81
240 496.67
70
372.56
90
359.61
100 367.86
230 509.59
260 534.56
130 562.45
10
263.33
30
279.31
50
317.75
340 649.89
240 523.02
270 535.92

Score
384.83
398.08
515.98
336.93
351.62
292.81
340.81
365.76
315.08
324.29
406.12
375.78
573.63
268.17
269.53
271.37
433.83
491.42
173.31
176.27
176.87
207.78
235.80
237.32
286.75
302.61
425.98
215.68
227.58
228.18
229.21
268.92
357.67
367.81
496.67
356.17
359.61
367.86
509.59
534.56
562.45
263.33
279.31
316.65
490.65
523.02
535.92
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park, and enjoy the views are generally not charged. But
in many cases the fees are being used to build areas that
these tourists will use the most.
Fund Usage
The GCA has seen the funds collected by fee demo be
used in a number of ways that do not benefit the user group
targeted for fee payment. Nowhere is this more evident
than on the Forest Service managed Nantahala River in
North Carolina. First a comment about how fees are
collected. While there is a fee for hiking and biking the
lands, the majority of the fees collected are for simply
paddling the river as a member of the public. Other users
such as travelers who enjoy viewing the river, and customers of commercial outfitters do not pay this fee yet benefit
from the improvements made with these funds, in many
cases more than the users who pay the fee.
Improvements on the Nantahala River have included
a bridge over a creek that is traveled almost solely by
commercial users, and an expanded parking and viewing
area that is used by almost none of the fee-paying paddlers. There is also a river takeout which although
targeted to the paddling community was designed and
built with a narrow ramp with such a sharp turn that it
prevents the access from being used by any but the
shortest of boats.
One improvement is at a place almost all boaters use
to scout an upcoming rapid. Trees were removed and a
rough concrete slab replaced the natural river bank.
Before these improvements this was a comfortable place to
relax prior to running the rapid. Sitting in the hot sun on
a concrete slab is not in keeping with the natural setting
of river running. This concrete will actually cause physical
damage to canoes and kayaks (but not commercial rafts) if
extreme care is not taken. The natural river bank could
probably not handle the traffic, and something had to be
done, but better solutions might have been discovered had
the boating public been consulted.
The Slippery Slope
One of our serious concerns is that recreation fees are
the first step in an attempt to commercialize our national
lands. The Forest Service, for instance, has long supported using concessionaires, and the current Bush administration has proposed privatizing large tracts of public land. In fact, Deputy Secretary of the Interior Steve
Griles recently discussed the Bush Administration's move
to privatize recreation-related concessions and permits,
including fee receipts. The apparent direction of these
actions is to install private concessionaires on our public
lands, an obvious conflict of interest.
If this seems a little far-fetched, just take a look at
Stone Mountain in Georgia. After the State of Georgia

River Access

Fee Demo Testimony
The following letter was submitted on behalf of the GCA by
Lindsay Meeks to the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, Chairman Charles Taylor, regarding the Recreation Fee Demonstration Program.
Lindsay Meeks
Board Member At Large
Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc.
838 Mentelle Dr
Atlanta, GA 30308
TESTIMONY FOR THE RECORD ON THE RECREATION FEE DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM FOR THE
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, THE US FOREST
SERVICE AND THE US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chairman Charles Taylor,
The Georgia Canoeing Association (GCA) is a paddling club with most of its members from the Atlanta
metro area and north Georgia. There are also active
members in Central and South Georgia and the surrounding southeastern states. We currently have approximately 1000 single and family memberships. Most of us
are active paddlers who canoe and kayak rivers, lakes and
the ocean around the region and country.
The Board of Directors of the GCA has voted to
oppose the Recreation Fee Demonstration Program on
behalf of the club's membership. As representatives for
one of the targeted user groups for the fee, we have seen
how it is being administered and believe it has demonstrated that it does not work and should be cancelled. We
ask that congress not fund, extend or make permanent the
Recreation Fee Demonstration Program for the BLM, the
USFS or the USFWS. This program must be canceled for
these three agencies.
The Recreation Fees have met with widespread opposition across the nation for many reasons. Objections
include it being a double tax, which it makes citizens pay
to visit public lands which belong to us all, and that it
excludes low-income and other users of our public lands.
Fee Demo unjustly targets a small minority of the population for these double taxes. This is not an entrance fee but
a user fee for simply walking, paddling, or biking on public
lands. Without exception the group targeted to pay the
fees is the group that it is easiest from which to collect.
River access points, trailheads, and bike trails are particularly subject. Automobile tourists that drive through,
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instituted new fees on its state parks, a concessionaire was
brought in to manage the park. Fees went up, amenities
were cut, and development was made in order to increase
revenues. Our national lands have been conserved for all
of us by removing the possibility of personal gain. These
fees are diametrically opposed to that goal. They would
turn them from areas to be preserved to profit centers.
Whether intentional or not, entrusting the management, care, and preservation of public lands to private,
profit-driven businesses is a conflict of interest. It is not
in the best interest of the public to allow this to occur. Our
national lands have been conserved and protected for the
public good and should not be exploited for profit or
destroyed through misuse.
Other Problems with Fee Demo
* Fee Demo does not contribute to the stewardship of
public lands. The BLM, the USFS and the USFWS could
better manage these lands by being properly funded.
* As a demonstration program, one goal was determining
if the American public was willing to pay them. Yet, with
severe penalties for non-compliance there is no way that
an objective evaluation can result. Fines for non-compliance start at $100 and in at least one case an activist has
been threatened with a maximum sentence of 6 months
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imprisonment and/or a $5000 fine! This effectively eliminated the opportunity to express a lack of acceptance. To
determine if it is a program accepted by the public, there
should not even be a threat of fine.
* We already support the public lands agencies and our
public lands through our federal taxes. These fees amount
to nothing more than double taxation.
* Making the public pay a fee to use its own public lands,
while at the same time providing federal subsidies for
timber, cattle, and mining interests on public lands,
seems illogical to say the least.
Forest Service Mocks Congress
The widespread national opposition is so strong that
the Forest Service is attempting to find another way to
assess these fees if they are not renewed, an end run
around the legislative process. They are expanding the
existing Golden Eagle/Access/Age pass to include these
controversial recreation fee areas. By including these as
yet unapproved fee areas, the Forest Service seems to be
attempting to bypass the proper process of evaluation and
approval (or disapproval).
Teri Cleeland, the Recreation Fee Demonstration
Program Leader for the Forest Service, has justified this
action specifically because, "This is a positive step toward
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influencing public and Congressional favor regarding the
Recreation Fee Program." Cleeland also states that,
"legislation may force action that is unfavorable for all
agencies. This step forward could alter that as a possibility
and be instrumental in shaping the future of the Recreation Fee Program."
We urge you to prevent this attempt to circumnavigate your legislative authority.
What Does This Demonstrate?
The Recreation Fee Demonstration Program has
successfully demonstrated that it does not work. It is not

a failure to discover the shortcomings of a program and not
renew it. After all, isn't the idea of a test program to
discover flaws before launching a final product? It would
be irresponsible to implement this sub-standard program.
Again, we ask that congress not fund, extend or make
permanent the Recreation Fee Demonstration Program
for the BLM, the USFS or the USFWS, and restore their
funding to pre-fee levels.

Exploration

ledges further upstream.
I can't recall ever seeing a write-up of a trip on the
Apalachee, and I report this now because these shoals,
which run for 200 plus yards, would seem to offer a great
place for developing white water skills as well as maybe
holding a rescue clinic. The distance from put-in to takeout is only one mile on the river, so this section could be run
multiple times, or more likely, you would line the boats
back up to the top and do it that way.
At the head of the shoals, there is an abandoned
railroad bridge with safe planking, and with a little effort
you can climb up the grade and walk out on the bridge for
a great scouting view. Do this at your own risk, of course.
The shoals can be scouted from river left the full
distance. The footing in places is steep and rocky, so be
careful.
From the railroad bridge about half way down, the
shoals are bland, then it gets very exciting, especially river
left. It appeared that by going river left around an island,
you then enter some very fast water that becomes a chute,
leading to the top of several ledges that offer multiple
opportunities of varying difficulty.
River center may also be another option. There is a
large rocky island to river right, and it looked as if the
easiest way to traverse this area is to run to the right of
that, but I did not get to see it that well.
This area is popular with locals for fishing and
partying, and I would not advise leaving a car there
overnight. I look forward to running these shoals myself,
at a slightly lower water level. I would classify them as
class II/III, and at high water maybe a IV. Below the
shoals, the river runs 9.9 miles to the headwaters of Lake
Oconee, with a take-out on the left at the Hwy 278 bridge,
if you wanted to do a leisurely all day trip.
Directions for the shoals section are as follows:
Put-in: On Hwy 441/129, about half way between Madison and Watkinsville with access river right below the
bridge.
Take-out: Go about a mile north from the bridge on Hwy

Sincerely Yours,
Lindsay Meeks

Georgia River Guide Books
Updating
Menasha Ridge Press is updating and expanding
their paddler's guides to north and south Georgia (the
Sehlinger/Otey books) first published in 1980. From now
until May 15, 2003, it's open comment period for any and
all updates and corrections to the existing content. Have
you noted changes or desirable additions in access points,
river descriptions, or paddling instructions while using
the current books? Your input is needed to improve the
guides for all paddlers, especially those who are new to
Georgia or have yet to take up the sport.
Please contact me, Suzanne Welander, at suzannew@
surfbest.net with your corrections and suggested updates,
or if you are interested in providing assistance with:
Recent photographs: High quality photos of rivers or
specific rapids are needed especially if those rivers or
features are not pictured in the existing books.
Steep creek additions: Paddlers are needed to write or
provide new material for a good sampling of steep creeks.
General: If you would like to be a resource to answer
questions that arise during the process, or are interested
in scouting new and existing access points, send me an
email describing how you'd like to participate.
Deadline for submission of updates/corrections is
May 15; the deadline for photos is July 15.

Apalachee River Scouting Report
by Dick Hurd
I have been scouting the tributaries of the Oconee
River for canoe/camping suitability, and spent March 27 &
28 looking at the Apalachee. This river is described in
Sehlinger and Otey, but I was unprepared for the monster
shoals I found, which they described only as "more
impressive" than a pretty average grouping of class II
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441/129, take an acute right turn onto a gravel road
(Tappan Spur Rd). After crossing an abandoned rail line,
encounter an intersection, take the right, un-named fork.
This is Old Madison Hwy, which will take you on decent
road all the way to the river, where there are sand bars for
easy take-out, and reasonable parking, but maybe not
after a heavy rain.

Fred's Friends Fraternize
by Fred Couch, Lifetime Member GCA and TSRA,
canoer, kayak, sea kayak, member Atlanta Sea
Kayakers, and Alabama Back Paddlers.
In September / October 2002, my sea kayak bud,
Dave, asked if we could get a manatee trip together in 2003
and invite my paddling friends. He and I and 3 others had
done it in a cold January 2000.
Well, I happen to be blessed with a lot of those kinda
outdoor loving folk for friends. I had just sold my sea kayak
and ordered a new one, which was to be at the Florida
dealer by mid- January. Being a retailer, I had to wait past
Valentine, so the trip got scheduled for Feb. 21-23. As time
got closer, everyone considered the 8 hour drive, and many
opted to go 20-23; two even left a day before that.
Dave, Editor and Publisher of "Eastern Sea Kayaker"
newsletter, produced a 16 page dossier on past trips.... but
he only printed out 3 copies, and after reading it, I
misplaced it. It was definitely a good primer for me,
though. The opportunity to share the gentleness of the
manatees with my paddling friends in a warm climate was
a rare opportunity.
I invited all of my paddling friends, even some in
Montana (knee surgery conflict) and Seattle, Washington
(manatee scientist, but obligations there kept him and his
wife away). First I sent everyone, about 70 people, an
email letter. I knew the least likely to go would be the
white water fanatics (but I'm one of those, also). I got about
20 immediate replies on conflicts, and some really sad
letters from some who wanted, but could not go. The
internet has really become my best tool for organizing a
trip.
So, here I was with the wonderful opportunity to
share what I love most, paddling and the outdoors, with
my friends of like mind. What a joy to do at 61.
I started by sending out numbered updates of what to
expect, then later where and when, then trip driving
details, then specifics local to that area, then suggestions
on what to bring.
One friend, Curtis Simpson, wisely suggested we all
do a potluck supper prior to, and what an excellent idea
that was. It was at Camp Lee, a church owned 900 acre

The Eddy Line

13

In Sehlinger and Otey, these are access points "O"
and "P". Before deciding to try these impressive rapids, I
would suggest taking a good look from the take-out. If
anyone has run the Apalachee, or these rapids, I would like
to hear from you, and likewise if anyone decides to run
them based on this report. Contact me at alphahurd@
mindspring.com.
oasis just up the road here in Calhoun County, Alabama,
and besides having supper ready for us at 6 pm they also
had a roaring fire going in the fireplace, with wooden
rocking chairs in a circle to warm oneself.
After a great meal with everyone meeting those
previously unmet, they patiently heard me out on planning details. I told them a few short tales about my
experience and some trips, then shared one about taking
an umbrella.
Story — My child, who was not strong to paddle, kept
asking me why I gave her an umbrella. When we 'came
about' (marine term) that day on the ocean, then I asked
her to open it. As we passed the bigger fellow in the faster
boat, she was ecstatic to not have to paddle and be back
first! So I told everyone to bring an umbrella (sail).
I asked my usual last 2 questions: "Who's allergic to
bee stings?" and "Who has rare blood, and tell me the
type?" Got one answer to each, different folk.
Dave had reserved campground space, I had reserved motel rooms, and several folk started contacting
me that they had boats to lend. Four Alabama outfitters
and a church camp with boats and equipment said whatever you need, tell us.
Dave was going to pick up my and his wife's <Mimi>
new boat, then at last moment we found out they were
stuck in a Canadian snowstorm. Since I also paddle and
instruct canoeing, that was not a problem for me. And I
had an extra boat for Dave or Mimi. Finally we had 42 (38
serious) interested, and 3 trailers going to Crystal River,
Florida, from North Alabama and Georgia.
One fellow had kidney stone surgery, and 2 others
decided against going, two had car trouble, giving us 33
hardy folk. We had people who had not paddled in years,
some that paddled often, teens, college students, parents,
families, singles, and just downright good folk from every
walk of life — what a thrill to share my friends with each
other.
Dave and I made out some scenario lists to ensure
there were boats and gear for all, who was camping, who
moteling, and then I did an information composite and
daily plan sheet of all the emails on one sheet. And,
Charlie <mentioned later> had the bright idea for us to
share cell phone numbers. Well, that got us started..
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The first day, Friday, Feb. 20th, we met at
Chassahowitska Campground water put-in. Organization
took a breather for a while, so getting off the bank, greeting
everyone, hugging and glad handing, and gear gathering
was over an hour. We had as many different craft almost
as people, the weather was superb, only a slight breeze,
semi cloudy, and an outgoing tide.
Though manatee often swim that river, they were not
present — maybe weather too good? — that day. We did
a lot of paddling, got a good workout, and every one slept
well that evening. Despite my lotion reminders, some folk
still got sunburns. Meanwhile, it was raining thick in
Alabama.
Day two, we were at the water at 7 a.m. to go to Three
Sisters Springs, about a water mile from the put-in; the
early hour was to be sure of viewing manatees. In the
narrow canals with extraordinary homes on the banks we
passed pontoon boats full of people donning wet suits. At
the Springs the water is 72, not bad on a warm day, and
only one of us had a wetsuit — Mike Cowan, our Missouri
Master Chef. Never mind, most of the rest jumped in
anyway.
At the outside spring, cordoned off by swimming pool
type float lines, a large male manatee teased everyone as
he stayed mostly to the back. However, the main springs,
entered through a narrow channel only by our type boats,
and swimmers, held a mother and baby manatee. Underwater inexpensive cameras were clicking away, and the
mother swam right under my teenage daughter — what a
thrill! After a good 2 hours there we paddled back into
open water, King's Bay.
An earlier weather report, gathered by one of our
paddling / also pilot friends from an area airport anticipated winds. Sure enough cat paws (marine term — a
phenomena where you can visualize wind approach and
strength before you feel it) were bursting all over, and
whitecaps started. Apprehensive, I urged everyone to go
ashore. Three young teens in a canoe, the rudder my 13
y.o. girl, did very well, as did all else, and all but 5 boats
were quickly safe ashore. Not a moment too soon as a
squall hit then.
I was concerned for the other 5 which had gone to a
small island to see a wrecked, half submerged large boat.
One in sea kayak, two in small ocean kayaks, two canoes
with two each. I waited in swells behind a breakwater for
them. This is what Curtis wrote me about their paddle in
during the gathering storm....
"The umbrellas made an excellent sail on Saturday's
return trip from Three Sisters. Jess (Jennifer's roommate) held on with both hands while I steered. We
probably set a new canoe speed record. Mike's low country
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boil, hot-spicy-very tasty, was just what we campers needed
after Saturday evening's deluge. Those AU seniors are
pestering me for another trip."
We then went to Checkers, a local seafood restaurant. First we had six tables in one line, then eight, then
twelve, then finally sixteen tables in one straight line the
length of the dining room, with all 35 people together.
Tried alligator for an appetizer — like chewy chicken.
Though I was the motel contact, I went down the 20
mile road the night previous to the 'Chass' campground —
while there, 5 friends arrived from Auburn University.
Another friend, 73 y.o. (3 years back, I taught him to canoe)
Charlie, always takes one pre-mixed item (the only refreshment he brings) on any trip — ice and martini's. Of
course, I got my share and slept well.
Considering the long drive down, the previous day's
water time, and the early hour this day, plus the warm
food, most retired for an afternoon nap. Meanwhile
Alabama was being deluged with 5 inches of rain in one
day. And late that night, the camp got equally inundated,
even collapsing one tent.
Not longing to lie around, I gathered a few energized
souls in the afternoon and we went bowling. Then I found
two others on a cell call and we went out later for pizza. At
Checkers, we had made some final plans for paddling
Silver River on Sunday, then departing perhaps by noon
for home. While gawking and gee-hawing in mid afternoon
at a Florida kayak shop, the guide told me we had not
planned enough paddling time Sunday.
It was too late to advise everyone now, so I figured
we'd try to get an early start Sunday. The bowling must
have fuzzed my brain, 'cause my communication skills
went to bed with me. This caused some consternation
when I awoke the next day with 30 minutes to pack and
leave.
Sunday, the 23rd — Silver River emanates from the
Silver Springs tourist attraction with the glass bottom
boats — so paddling there is an upstream 7 mile, 3 hour
plus situation. Then, at least 2 hours back ('cept I didn't
stop and did it in 100 minutes). The uniqueness of it is that
in the 1930s a local entrepreneur released some wild
monkeys there, and Tarzan movies have been filmed there
as well.
In addition to observing the monkeys, we saw many
cormorants, otters, a white guinea like bird, hundreds of
cypress trees, and 3 'gators (one about 10 ft. long) all of
which I kept well away from.
Well, instead of departing for home at noon as I had
wished, we got away at 3 p. m., EST and home by 10:15
CST. Others arrived at a variety of times. For me it was
a triple joy — to be with my many friends all at the same

14

May 2003

time, to share the enthusiasm and thrill of being with the
manatees, and the splendid camaraderie of fraternizing
together. A successful trip it was.
Participants: Dave and Mimi Campbell, Fred Couch,
Richard Thompson, Katie Couch, Elliott Dick, Tom and
Sara Semmes, Mike Cowan, sister Kim Cowan, Barbara

Jannsen, Neal Coats, Kirk and Cheryl Zimmer, Daniel
Murphree, Tip and Kathy and Britney and Cody Helms,
Marcus and Jean and Taylor Reid, Curtis Simpson, his
daughter Jennifer and her fiancT, and Jennifer's roommate, two more Auburn Engineering Senior guys, plus
Giles McDaniel, and Charlie Doster.

"Daddy, I'm having a really bad
day!"

young son, Cody, and John with two daughters, Arianna
and Lauren, early elementary school age, were already
camping veterans. John would prove to be an exemplary
Dad, with remarkable patience and strong fortitude. Cody
was quiet the whole time, enjoying being paddled, and in
awe of our surroundings.
John's previous hiking and paddling experience in
the Sipsey Wilderness focused our entry point to Thompson Creek, then a 4 mile paddle, a first night planned camp
spot at Bee Branch with an afternoon one mile hike to 'The
Tree.' A friend hiker, Cheryl, was to drive up from below
Birmingham, hike in 4 miles and go along with us to 'The
Tree', then hike back to her car. Terry always has a 5 mile
communication radio for me, which sure helps, along with
cell phones, to stay sorta together en route.
After arrival at the take-out, we went across the river
to leave two vehicles — John's and Charlie's. Along the
way, we stopped to view the 24 foot slide-like waterfall on
Hubbard Creek, supposedly runnable by experienced boaters. I certainly believe I could do it in my kayak or open
canoe. Basically a short 6 ft. pool drop, 90 degree left turn,
then straight down the middle and strong forward stroke
over bottom hydraulic into a big pool.
At our put-in the roadway was overrun with horse
trailers and various vehicles; we arrived two hours later
than I had hoped, and got started downriver at 1 p.m. I
gave my paternal speech of no knots in trailing painters,
stay in view of other paddlers, and the avoidance / more
sane to portage of strainers / logjams thinking. Wish I had
thought to suggest duplicate car keys for take-out vehicles.
I was worried with too high a water level. Prophetically, R.D. said he was concerned with the water being too
low. Just two days earlier it had been 800 cfs and was now
280 cfs — a quick drain off. John has a repertoire of tree,
plant, horticulture and geology knowledge that resonated
well with the children and adults alike.
Weather started a wee bit cool, but had come up to
mid 60s, with intermittent cloud cover, and had a predicted 36 degree night. Our initial trip was mild, with
beautiful side scenery, little problem with forward progress,
and a few under log floats or over log portages. Then, just
before the junction with Hubbard Creek, we met a colossal
logjam that we had to do quite a bit of work over.
John's little ladies were very upbeat. Cody was

by Fred Couch
The trip began as two ideas — to share the first part
of Spring Break weekend with my 13 y.o. daughter in a
beautiful setting with other children; and to show my
friends that we have lovely places here near home to enjoy.
50% procured.
A February email invitation to several stream paddling friends brought forth about 18 positive responses. By
mid March that had reduced to some singles, including my
septarian friend, Charlie (the Martini man), Barbara, and
eternally optimistic 'R.D.', my young County Commissioner, as well as four Dads bringing their daughters, to
paddle the 8 mile natural gem, the Sipsey Creek in NW
Alabama. Known for it's 21 foot circumference Old Poplar
tree in Bee Branch box canyon, hiking trails, and picturesque waterfalls, the Sipsey is continually cold enough to
support trout year around.
Perhaps a precursor to the outcome of the sojourn
was when my daughter, Katie — on the day prior —
emphatically told Dad she did not want to go canoeing or
camping. Dad was very disappointed and mulled heavily
if he should just 'make her go.' Pleading by the primary
female convinced the old boy he would enjoy it more on his
own with his friends.
Up 'til 2 a.m. watching the Iraqi war made it difficult
to awake at 5:30 a.m. to get the boat trailer connected and
meet everyone at 6:30 at Hardee's in Oxford, Alabama.
Along came my friend, Marcus Reid, also at the 2 a.m. TV,
who admitted his daughter, Taylor — on the day prior —
told Dad she did not want to go canoeing or camping.
Sound familiar? Barbara called that her foot surgery had
not sufficiently healed to allow her to go.
Using the cell phone I asked my friend, Terry, to buy
me some breakfast and a coffee so my slightly tardy arrival
wouldn't delay the trip. He had his nephew, Scott, and
another friend, Robert, from his church, and Robert's
teenage stepson, Andy, going along.
At the meeting point, I found that Terry's daughter,
Britney and his primary female — on the day prior — told
Dad they did not want to go canoeing and camping. Is
there a revolt in our ranks? Well, two Dad's, Terry with
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having a ball. With the new creek's water we got a good
surge flow but several strainers. Then we came to the only
considerable rapid, which I surmised to be a class 2-3 at
this level; Marcus and I attempted it, but got thrown over
to the right on last bump.
All our packing and straps held. After recovery, we
went on downstream about 300 feet, behind some formidable boulders, assuming the rest would portage and soon
catch up. When they didn't, Marcus trooped back to check
on them, then later had to get my extensive medical kit. In
the portage, Robert had slipped and wedged a foot, while
the canoe begin filling with water and pinning his head
underwater against a rock. Quick response by others
lifted the canoe just in time, but he suffered many abrasions, shock, and perhaps a broken jaw.
We then immediately decided to skip Bee Branch,
paddle to the cars, and get him to the hospital. I gave him
such a strong medication he soon had no pain. It may have
had a steroid in it, because he flew down the river thereafter, and we did not see his boat and Terry's boat until the
next day.
R.D. and 2 others had had a successful gear offloaded rapid run, then ran again and got dumped. We now
had several wet folks and some gear to contend with, but
weather was still okay. Portages became common place
and much more difficult. At a seemingly benign class 1
rapid R.D. and Charlie got swept into a strainer and the
boat swamped in two feet of water.
My many year ago rescue courses did not help in
retrieving the boat, except to remove the gear and try
various rope tricks. A canoe full of water still weighs 2,000
pounds. As R.D.'s W.W.II Grumman canoe has a nostalgic
place in all our memories, leaving it was not an option.
Finally, Marcus and John pulled on a bow rope, while R.D.,
Charlie, and I tugged on the side. Inch by inch we freed it.
After an hour here we again were going downriver.
Soon we passed Bee Branch, 2 hours after we were to
meet Cheryl, whom we later learned missed coming because she became ill. What was it with the women this
weekend?
Now with all people and unbagged gear wet, late
afternoon, being in a canyon with darkness fast approaching, we donned headlamps. John's babies were wearing
out and getting whinny. We began discussing camping.
The front two canoe's were long gone. Finally, we approached a huge tree, and the 6:45 pm darkness prohibited
our ability to see how to deal with it.
We decided to camp. John's little Carmen said,
"Daddy, I am having a really bad day." Our adult thoughts,
too. R.D. said, "Everything that could go wrong, did."
From that point we started overcoming the obstacles.
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Charlie was so exhausted when he got out of the
canoe that he could not walk the very steep incline up the
hill to the camping spot. Marcus Reid gave Charlie a
paddle to help. That wasn't enough so Charlie was
directed to hold the paddle in one hand and Marcus in the
other. Marcus literally dragged Charlie up.
Reaching the top Charlie found himself not only
totally out of breath, but shaking all over, compounded by
chattering teeth. In short he was suffering from hypothermia. Fred took charge, commanding Charlie to strip off
all of his wet clothes and get his dry clothes out of his
wonderfully waterproof blue bag and onto Charlie, starting with a dry shirt. R.D. started a fire between two logs,
and Charlie soaked it up.
Three quarters of an hour later Charlie announced to
all in earshot: "The martini lamp is lit." That single
comment and its immediate acceptance by all cemented
the end of the bad day and the beginning of an exceptionally good camping evening. I have a deserved reputation
of bringing too much gear, but it all came to good use this
night. Looked kinda funny to see my clothes and gear
walking all round the camp area.
The camp was at least 30 feet up a steep sand bank,
and thickly wooded with small trees. John's young ladies
heard yet another story by their Dad to amuse and
emotionally sedate them, as he tucked them gently into a
sleeping bag. We were so proud of him. Dinty Moore per
John, Cheese Rice per Fred, Chili homemade per Charlie,
and RD's hotdogs, etc. — how he got that stove to work
beats me — an awesome effort by Marcus and company to
offload and bring mucho gear up that embankment; we
began getting some semblance of direction.
About 9:30 we brought out Charlie's normal 5 PM
routine, the Martini's. By 10, I headed to the tent, only to
be goaded to linger; 15 minutes later, and 2 cups in, I
crashed. We all slept until 6 a.m. wondering still about the
other two boat's, our companions, and the jaw (especially
since I had the medical bag).
After a marvelous breakfast of coffee, hot grits, fried
eggs rolled in tortillas, fried hot dogs, and chili (not me,
bud) for some, the toilet stand was welcome for many. RD's
campfire was still proving popular. The young ladies and
all were in good spirits, and the sun arose to a marvelous
day. At creek side before departing, we had a short Sunday
prayer acknowledging our thankfulness for the experiences and our environment.
From there, it was a mere 45 minutes to the take-out,
where our companions had also camped (since we had all
the car keys). The jaw was much better, but my pills were
still welcome. Beer, a propane preheated tent, bonfire,
and a good meal had made their evening as hospitable as
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ours upstream.
Participants: Terry and Cody Helms and nephew,
Scott Worthy; Robert Lowery, and stepson, Scott Worthy;
John, Arianna, and Carmen Tyler; Charlie Doster; Robert
Downing; Marcus Reid; and ol' me, Fred Couch. We all

decided to come back, but given the water shallowness and
logjams, to visit 'The Tree' via hiking. That's when I show
my prowess for minimal-ness in gear intensity. I don't
imagine we will get our daughters to do that trip either.
John's and Terry's troopers? Who knows?

CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to duespaid GCA members. Business-related and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com. PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR RENT - Secluded NC mountain home with great views, furnished
- 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, swimming (&
rolling) pond, mountain trails, waterfalls. Easy drive to Nantahala or
Chattooga. Available May thru August. $1000/month plus phone, electricity & mowing, or $1,200/month
all included. References required.
Call Trish or Doug at 828.369.6491.
FOR SALE - C-1s. 1) Kevlar
Millbrook, light weight at only 24
lbs., 12 ft., no patches. Includes spray
skirt. $400. 2) Dagger Atom (red).
Includes spray skirt. $400. Both
boats are in very good condition.
Contact Don at 864.638.5980. Located near the Chattooga.
FOR SALE - C-1, Wave Sport X in
good condition. Custom outfitting.
$350. If interested, call Mark at 404
.216.5621 or e-mail at merler@
mdhodges.com.
FOR SALE - 30' Camper at Nelson's
Hideaway Campground, $2,500. Call
Joe 770.954.9609.
FOR SALE - Canoe, form and boat
transport. a) Fibreglassed, finished,
'light as a feather' beautiful
mahoghany, strip canoe shell, floats,
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needs your special touch to add your
choice and placement of thwarts,
seats, and gunnels, 14 ft long, a real
charmer - $700. b) Brand new, built
last year, wooden form on sturdy
platform, to construct strip canoes or
strip kayaks, you will need a long
truck base to transport this, $500. c)
A boat transport (and I have, on the
windshield and roll bar)1972 fully
restored red exterior, black interior
MGB $7,000. Contact Fred Couch,
256.831.4628, or 237.1784, or
Fredcanoes@aol.com in Alabama.
Offers considered.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Dagger Ovation, white water, 11 ft. Fully outfitted with flotation bags, saddle, and
foot braces. The canoe is well used,
but very sound. Great beginners' or
expert boat alike. $475. Call Kelly at
770.491.9212 or email at kcarroll3@
student.gsu.edu.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk Probe
12, light blue. The boat is in good
shape and has a saddle and straps,
but needs new gunnels. $250 OBO.
call Andrew at 770.956.8868 or email
at ach2r@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE - Canoes. 17' Grumman,
alumunium, good condition, no dents,
$395. 12' Old Town Pack, Royalex,
near new condition, $495. 14' Lincoln, Hidden Pond, Kevlar, new condition, $1395. Call: Beecher DuVall
770.963.8626, email: wbdgnld@
charter.net, Lawrenceville.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Old Town Guide,
tandem. Scrapes and scratches on
the bottom but only superficial.
Mostly used in class 1-2 with two
adults and two kids. A small bench
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can be attatched and easily removed
in the middle of the boat. $350.
Robert McGraw 770.310.6248 or
tug73us@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mad River
Lamoille. 18 foot expedition or family canoe. In excellent condition.
Some gel coat damage repaired. Photos and specs at http://boat
.riverzone.net. List $2499. Asking
$1850. Lindsay 404.872.5211.
FOR SALE - Kayak, touring - Perception Swifty (blue) - fun boat for
lakes or the Chattahoochee, mild paddling, (not a white water boat). Good
size for people who weigh 100-150
lbs. Mint condition, only used a few
times before my son grew out of it.
$200. Call Bill at 770.431.0570 or
email at bill@billkahler.com.
FOR SALE - Kayak & canoe. Kayak,
Dagger Transition in very good condition. Comes with nearly new Harmony spray skirt and paddle, Lotus
PFD. $400 for the package. Canoe,
Dagger Quake, fully outfitted, in good
condition. This is the most stable of
the short poly canoes. Better for
river running than rodeo. $400. Onthe-water demos if desired. Steve
Cramer, 706.208.8382.
FOR SALE - Kayak, H2 245 $475.
Paddle, Zen 197cm on 45 right feather
$75. Skirts, 1 XL with bungee, large
cockpit cover, $50. Skirt XL Kevlar
with large cockpit cover, $65. Yakima
racks with towers and locks, gutter
type, $75. Please call Joe Webb 770
.954.9609, OR 888.335.0980.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Dagger Redline
(8'6'' length). $400. Call Jim at 404
.257.9866.
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FOR SALE - Kayak, Wave Sport X
crosslink, Perception spray jacket (M)
and Harmony paddle, Snap Dragon
skirt (M), Cascade helmet. Items in
very good condition - $650/set or sold
separately. Also, Gregory REALITY
X back pack, 4200 cu.in. $160/mint.
Call Martin 770.478.6452, kofila@
peoplepc.com.
FOR SALE - Kayaks and C-1s. We
have the following boats for sale...
they're oldies but goodies... Prijon T
Canyon kayak with spray skirt, air
bags and cockpit cover - $250; Dagger
AQ II kayak with spray skirt, air
bags, and cockpit cover - $250. Perception Gyro Max C-1 with 4 spray
skirts, air bags and thigh straps $150. Dagger Cascade C-1 with 2 air
bags, thigh straps - $300. If interested... give Connie a call at 404.255
.0368.
FOR SALE - Kayaks and gear, garage stored. Perception Dancer w/
air bags, paddle, spray skirt, helmet
and PFD, $200. Perception Corsica
S, yellow, with air bags, paddle, spray
skirt, helmet and PFD, $275. Perception Corsica S, aqua, with air bags,
paddle, spray skirt, helmet and PFD,
$300. Roof racks, $100 OBO. Pat
404.639.2796, 770.642.2426, email
pdrehobl@cdc.gov.
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FOR SALE - Kayak and canoe. Wave
Sport Evo in awesome shape for only
$425. A 197 cm Harmony Horizon
Line paddle never used still in plastic
only $140, $550 for both. Dagger
Encore with paddle in nice shape for
$325. 770.509.8932.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Wave Sport
Godzilla white water kayak. Used 2
seasons, great shape, stored indoors.
Includes mediium spray skirt and
helmet. $425. Call PJ at 404.486.8676
lv msg.
FOR SALE - Land. 4 lots on the
Tuckaseigee River Gorge. Lots are
between 1 and 3 acres in size. 2 lots
have river frontage. 1 lot is next to a
7 acre conservation easement. Prices
range from $26,500 to $40,000. Contact David W. Mason, 912.355.1866
(W).
FOR SALE - Paddling pants. Mountain Surf Monsoon pants, size XL.
Brand new with store tags. Retail
price at NOC store was $94.95. Will
sell for $55. 404.636.9339.
FOR SALE - Rack, canoe/kayak/ladder rack. Heavy duty over-the-cab
with removable rear bar for a 6 foot
truck bed. $100. Call Connie at 404
.255.0368.
FOR SALE - Rack Accessories,
Yakama Basket Case roof mounted
gear basket with clips for Yakama
cross bars and Mighty Mounts for
Jeep Cherokee roof rack (19H). $75.
Also, 4 Yakama LowRider towers
(Yakama part# 8000118, REI part#
6794510013) for Chevy Astro roof
rack. $75. Jeff 404.676.6586. forsale
@thedixonpage.com.
FOR SALE - Sit-on-top, Wilderness
Systems Kaos -- great for slow rivers,
lakes -- with seat and thigh straps -paddle included -- $350. Call Christine at 706.867.6096.
FOR SALE - Wet suit, Bare neoprene -- woman's small -- Farmer
Jane style -- comes with zippered
jacket. Great condition -- $50. Call
Christine @ 706.867.6096. Also for
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sale -- Extrasport blue PFD -- small.
$25 -- used twice.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need members
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, etc. Call 770.421
.9729, leave a message.
SELL OR TRADE - Will trade 4
Yakima Q Towers and stretch kit for
a quality 58" white water canoe paddle
and throw bag or will sell for $100.
Call Rick at 404.298.4261.
WANTED - Canoe, Mad River Guide
or Old Town Cascade. Call Kelly at
770.491.9212 or email at kcarroll3@
student.gsu.edu.
WANTED - Racks. Charlie Pirtle is
looking for a set of canoe racks to fit
a '99 Durango. Please call 770.939
.6803.
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2003 GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

CANOEING & KAYAKING INSTRUCTION
PADDLING CLINIC INFORMATION
Clinics will be taught by ACA-certified instructors and qualified assistants. In order to provide individual attention, the
maximum student-to-instructor ratio is 4:1. Space is limited.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
BEGINNING FLAT/MOVING WATER:
For people who have never had a boat on moving water or
want to improve their skills in a basic course. Full day Saturday flat water session emphasizing strokes, safety, selfrescues. Full day Sunday session on moving water river.

BEGINNING YOUTH WHITE WATER:
For younger paddlers 8 to 14 years old who are either just
starting out in white water or have paddled before but are still
at the novice level. This is a one-day class with a morning
lake session followed by an afternoon river session at a
difficulty level well within the experience and capabilities of the
participants.

BEGINNING WHITE WATER:
For people who have never had a boat on moving water.
Three-hour evening classroom session with videos and lectures
covering equipment, safety, river features and paddling
techniques for tandem and solo boaters. You must attend both
the dry and flat water sessions to participate in the white water
river portions of the course.

TRAINED BEGINNER WHITE WATER:
Participants should have had recent beginner level instruction
or 5 days of white water experience. Polish-up beginner skills,
plus bracing and rolling (kayaks).

INTERMEDIATE WHITE WATER:
Intermediate clinic participants should be comfortable paddling
class II-III white water such as the Nantahala, wish to master
the roll in rapids (kayaks), and learn how to play confidently in
Nantahala-type waves and holes. Intermediate kayakers
should have a 100% flat water roll and a 50% reliable combat
roll in class II rapids. Saturday morning lake session working
on strokes and rolls (kayaks) and an afternoon session on a
class II-III river working on turns, surfing, eddy hopping, etc.
Full day Sunday trip on a class II-III river.

ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES
GCA MEMBERSHIP:

REGISTRATION:
Call the coordinator of the clinic you want to take for more
information. You will NOT be registered, however, until the
coordinator receives a check for $50.00 per person payable to
GCA. Please don't wait to register. All classes are subject to
being closed due to student limits or being rescheduled or
canceled if there are insufficient students registered. Registration closes ten days before each class due to insurance and
planning considerations.

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS:
If you wish to cancel or switch to another date, please notify
the Clinic Coordinator as soon as possible. If you cancel at
least 10 days before the first class session your fees will be
refunded. After that, refunds will be made only if a replacement is found. Clinics will be conducted rain or shine. Noshows and those not completing the full course are ineligible
for refunds.

AGE:
If you are under 18, all liability releases must be signed by a
parent or guardian, who must also provide suitable power-ofattorney for medical care. Except for youth clinics, pre-teens
will not be enrolled unless they have had suitable paddling
experience in the Training Director's judgment.

SWIMMING ABILITY:
You must be able to swim and should not panic with your head
under water. Beginning kayak clinic participants will spend a
lot of time upside down inside their kayaks on the lake. All
students will practice swimming & self-rescue skills in rapids.

PHYSICAL CONDITION:
White water paddling is a physically and mentally challenging
activity that requires fitness, flexibility, and a positive attitude in
stressful situations. Kayaking is a high-risk activity for individuals with a history of shoulder dislocations. Applicants
should discuss potential physical limitations with the Coordinator before signing up.

EQUIPMENT:
You must furnish all of your own equipment. You will receive a
detailed list of required and recommended equipment well in
advance of the clinic.

All participants must be current GCA members. To join the
GCA, call the GCA at 770.421.9729 or go to the GCA web
page www.georgiacanoe.org for a membership application.
Dues are $25 per year.

INSTRUCTIONS & REGISTRATION FORM ON REVERSE SIDE

GCA INSTRUCTION 2003
Canoe
White Water Canoe
+ Beginner
Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)
June 17 (evening), June 21,22
August 19 (evening), August 23,24
+ Trained Beginner
May 17, 18
Coordinator: Pat Hagan (770.393.1420)
August 9, 10
Coordinator: Jim Albert (770.414.1521)
+ Intermediate
May 3, 4
Coordinator: Marvine Cole (770.475.3022)
September 13, 14
Coordinators: Gina & Haynes Johnson
(770.971.1542)
Flat/Moving Water Canoe
Coordinator: Jim Albert (770.414.1521)
+ Beginner
July 12, 13

Sea Kayak
+
+

Coordinator: Steve Cramer (706.208.8382)
Introduction - Charleston, SC
May 24, 25 (call for class fees)
Safety & Rescue Clinic - local
June 28 (Conservation organization fundraiser)

White Water Kayak
+ Beginner
June 17 (evening), 21,22
Coordinator: Knox Worde (770.475.3022)
+ Trained Beginner
June 14, 15
Coordinator: Knox Worde (770.475.3022)
+ Intermediate
May 17, 18
Coordinator: David Stubblefield (706.864.0901)
+ Beginning Youth White Water
May/June TBD (class fee $25)
Facilitator: Allen Sinquefield (770.642.1898)

Safety
+

Coordinator: Brannen Proctor (770.664.7384)
Basic White Water Safety
July 26 (1 day - $25)

Registration: To register for one of these clinics you must be a member of the Georgia Canoeing Association. To join the GCA or
for an application call 404.421.9729. Dues are $25. To register for a clinic, call the coordinator of the clinic for more information. You
will NOT be registered until the coordinator receives this completed form and a check for $50.00 per person. Please don't wait to
register. All classes are subject to being closed due to student limits or being rescheduled or canceled if there are insufficient
students registered. Registration closes ten days before each class due to insurance and planning considerations.
CLINIC __________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

__________________________________________________________________ AGE ________

SEX ___________

STREET__________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY

___________________________________________________ STATE ________ ZIP ___________________________

PHONE __________________________________ EMAIL _________________________________________________________
ALLERGIES OR PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DISABILITIES OR PHYSICAL PROBLEMS ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

USA Canoe / Kayak MARATHON

National CANOE/KAYAK TEAM TRIALS
May 17 - 18, 2003
LOCATION: Lanier Canoe and Kayak Club, Lake Lanier Olympic Center, Lake Lanier 3105 Clarks Bridge Road,
Gainesville, Georgia 30506, 770.287.7888 www.lckc.org Please mail entries to this address.
COURSE: The event will be held at the Lake Lanier Olympic Center at Clarks Bridge Park in Gainesville, Georgia.
The course is set on flat, deep water with no current. The Senior and USCA class course will be 30 kilometers and will
include three portages, 75-100 yards in length. The junior and non-trials class course will be 20 kilometers with two
portages. All portages will use the same portage trail. The course will be set and open for practice May 11. Check for
map at Lanier club office. Local traffic patterns must be observed.
ENTRY FEE: Entry fee is $40.00 per person BY THE PRE-REGISTRATION DATE of May 3. Entry fee will
increase to $50.00 for entries received May 3 – May 17. T-shirts are not guaranteed for registrations after May 10.
NO entries for trial classes accepted after 5:00 PM May 16. Fees are payable to Lanier Canoe and Kayak Club – Lanier
Canoe 2003. Non-trials classes may pre-register or register the race day by 8:00 AM.
USACK MEMBERSHIP: All participants must hold current USACK membership. $5 event only memberships are
available.
TRIALS BOAT CLASSES AND SPECIFICATIONS: ICF specifications and race rules will apply for marathon ICF
canoes and kayaks. ICF Team classes will be Junior and Senior classes for K-1M, K-1W, K-2M, K-2W, C-1, C-2. Athletes
may be required to have their boat inspected immediately following trials. For any questions about the ICF race rules,
including the use of electronic devices, please contact Lee Deviney. Txpaddler@aol.com 512.306.8058.
NON-TRIALS CLASSES: Running the 30K course: USCA C-1, C-2 (Gender and age classes will depend on entries.
Three entries will be required to create a new class. If there is interest, a 20K USCA class will also be offered.) Running
the 20K course: ICF Masters, Juvenile and Bantam K-1M, K-1W, K-2M, K-2W, C-1, C-2, surf ski, sea kayak, and
recreational boat.
TRIALS COMPETITORS MEETING: The competitors meeting will cover team selection process, course description, race rules, description of starts procedures; boat number assignment and drawing for start order. All junior and
senior Trials athletes should plan on attending. Non-trials competitors are also encouraged but to attend. Friday, May
16, 5:00 PM at the Finish Tower.
FACILITIES: Rest rooms, showers and changing areas will be provided at the Olympic Boathouse. You can camp
for the weekend for $15. Contact Lanier Canoe and Kayak Club for arrangements. The Guest House Inn is the official
host hotel. Their rate is $70 per night. You can reach them by contacting Judi Walti at judi@silvercloudtravel.com
770.535.8100. You can find housing options through the Convention and Visitors Bureau toll free number at
888.536.0005 or their web site at www.gainesvillehallcvb.org
BOAT RENTAL: Limited boat rental is available through the Lanier Canoe & Kayak Club. Please call the club at
770.287.7888 #27 or email to MK Lepianka2@aol.com for prices and availability
May 16 3:00-5:00 PM boat inspection, ICF class only (recommended not required) boathouse
May 16 5:00 PM Competitors meeting and draw at the Finish Tower.
May 17
9:00 AM Athlete’s pre-trials meeting at the finish tower. Tom Mickle local race director.
11:00 AM Senior Men K-1 Trials start, Junior Men K-1 Trials start
11:05 AM Senior Women K-1 trials start, Junior Women K-1 Trials start
11:10 AM Senior C-1 Trials start, Junior C-1 Trials start
11:15 AM USCA Classes Start
11:20 AM all other starts (non- trial classes)
2:00 Awards
May 18
8:00 AM athlete’s pre-trials meeting
9:00 AM Senior Men K-2 Trials start, Junior Men K-2 Trials start
9:05 AM Senior Women K-2 Trials start, Junior Women’s K-2 Trials start
9:10 AM Senior C-2 Trials start, Junior C-2 Trials start
9:15 AM All other classes
12:00 Awards and Team Announcements!

ENTRY FORM

Name:__________________________________________________

USACK#:_____________________________

Address:________________________________________________

Date of Birth:_________________________

________________________________________________
State:______ Zip:__________ Email: _______________________

Telephone: ___________________________
T-Shirt size: M ___

L ___ XL ___

Please check event(s) entered:
Saturday, May 17, 2003

Sunday, May 18, 2003

Team Trials Classes
____ ICF K-1 Men
____ ICF K-1 Men Junior
____ ICF K-1 Women
____ ICF K-1 Woman Junior
____ ICF C-1
____ ICF C-1 Junior

Team Trials Classes
____ ICF K-2 Men
____ ICF K-2 Men Junior
____ ICF K-2 Women
____ ICF K-2 Woman Junior
____ ICF C-2
____ ICF C-2 Junior

NON-Trials racing classes
____ ICF K-1 Masters, M _____, W_____, age___
____ ICF C-1 Masters, age___
____ USCA C-1 Men ___, Women, ___
____ K-1 (recreational) Men ____ Women ____

NON-Trials racing classes
____ ICF K-2 Masters, M ____, W _____, age______
____ ICF C-2 Masters, age______
____ USCA C-2 M ____,W____, Mix_____

Please identify Partners in tandem classes and specify partners for each race entered:
________________________________________________________________________________

Selection criteria will be available from the USACK Marathon Racing Committee soon.

