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Summer Roll Practice
Joint AWC / GCA Summer Roll Practice will be held at Stone Mountain
Lake this year beginning in May and running through the end of daylight
savings time in October. Sessions are scheduled
for Wednesdays at 6:00 (or earlier). Admission is
free once you enter the park (a season pass is
highly recommended if you plan to attend multiple sessions).
To get there, enter the park from the Stone
Mountain Freeway (East Entrance) and take the
first left. Continue about a mile until the road
crosses the dam and take the first right into the
parking lot. The boat ramp is on the right.
Use the area around the ramp to load and
unload boats only. There is a fair amount of power boat traffic putting in and
taking out at the ramp. Once in the water, try to stay clear of the ramp for the
same reason.
Note: Park regulations do not allow "swimming" at this location, so if you
are in the water spotting for someone, an explanation to the park officials may
be in order. So far no one has been cited for a violation there.
Volunteers are needed to help with kayak, canoe and C-1 rolling. Your
help is appreciated!

Fall Gala Canoeing Affair
Mark your calendar for one of the most fun weekends ever — the 2002
GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair — September 20, 21, 22.
We will once again be basing our activities at Nelson's Nantahala
Hideaway Campground in Topton, NC, at the head of the Nantahala Gorge.
There will be river trips on Saturday and Sunday and a dinner on Saturday
evening. Other activities include the Saturday night bon fire, videos and
games.
Be sure to save that weekend. The registration form is in this issue of The
Eddy Line.
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Next GCA Meeting
The next GCA meeting will be the Fall General Membership Meeting and Covered Dish Dinner scheduled to take
place the third Friday in October (October 18) at 7:30 PM at the Garden Hills Community Center in Buckhead. Put the
date on your calendar and plan to join us for an evening of great food, entertainment and fun. Annual election of officers will also take place at the meeting. More
Printed on recycled paper
details on the meeting will follow in the October newsletter.

information - Call Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line - Call Ed Schultz
at 404.266.3734.
For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Training
Director Jim Albert at 770.414.1521.
For information on winter roll practice - Call Revel
Freeman at 404.261.8572.
For information on placing want ads in The Eddy
Line - Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426
.4318, or see "To place an ad" in the Want Ad section of The
Eddy Line.
For information on commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Geoff Kohl at 404.457.3517 or Newsletter Editor
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318.
For information on videos and books available
from the GCA Library - Call GCA Librarian Denise
Colquitt at 770.854.6636.

Who Ya Gonna Call?
The following list is provided for
your convenience:
For general information about
the club - Call the club telephone
number, 770.421.9729, and leave a message. Someone
will get back to you.
To volunteer to help with club activities - Call
President Marvine Cole at 770.475.3022 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.
For information on payment of dues or membership
status - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 404.266.3734.
To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the activity list.
To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Cruisemaster Mike
Winchester at 770.319.8969.
For change of address or for Eddy Line subscription

GCA Executive Committee

Board of Directors Meetings

President .............................................. Marvine Cole
Vice President ...................................... Gina Johnson
Secretary ........................................... Lindsay Meeks
Treasurer .................................................. Ed Schultz
Member Services Chair ................... Mary Ann Pruitt
Recreation Chair ............................................ Vacant
Resource Development Chair ............. Cameron Pach
River Protection Chair ........................... Julia Franks
Training Chair .......................................... Jim Albert

The Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors
meetings are held on the first Thursday of even months
(February, April, etc.) from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. The location
has changed — call Marvine Cole 770.475.3022 for directions. All members are encouraged to attend. If you have
an item for discussion, please call GCA President Marvine
Cole at 770.475.3022 so she can add your item to the
agenda. Attending Board meetings is a great way to
become more involved with the GCA.

Submitting Eddy Line Material
Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next Eddy Line is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the January issue,
material should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip reports and want ads by the
deadline or they MAY NOT be published in the next issue. To submit material via EMAIL, send to gacanoe@mindspring.com
gacanoe@mindspring.com.
The text of an article can be placed in the body of a message, and photo images can be attached to the message as attached files.
To submit material via COMPUTER DISK submit articles or trip reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an
ASCII text file labeled with a ".txt" file extension, or as a text file on a 3-1/2 inch high density MacIntosh formatted disk, and include
a printed copy (Disks returned only if requested). To submit material via U.S. MAIL, send to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont
Drive, Marietta, GA 30066
30066. All classified ads will be run for two months unless otherwise requested. Hand-written or phoned
in material CANNOT be accepted. Contact Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 for questions. Thanks for your
cooperation.
The Eddy Line (USPS 017773), published monthly, is the official newsletter of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc., publication address: 3060 Pharr
Court North, #315, Atlanta, GA 30305. Annual subscription price of $20.00 is included in the $25.00 membership dues. Periodicals postage paid at
Atlanta, GA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Eddy Line, c/o Georgia Canoeing Association, P.O.Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357. READERS:
Send old and new addresses and an Eddy Line address label. Telephone 770.421.9729.
Copyright © 2002 by the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc. Views and opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the writer and do not
necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club. Articles and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar or
obscene language, and to fit in allocated space. No substantive changes are made in any material published herein. Eddy Line material published herein
and not individually designated as copyrighted by other than the GCA may be copied, reprinted, republished or otherwise disseminated to other paddling
organizations having a newsletter exchange agreement with GCA. Proper credit should be given. Publication of paid advertisements herein does not
constitute an endorsement of the products or services advertised, or the advertiser.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
August
31 Hiwassee (Note 1)

1-2 Trained Beginner

Bob St. Pierre

770.698.0301

September
1 Hiwassee (Note 1)
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Bob St. Pierre
770.698.0301
7 Hiwassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Howard Rogers
770.777.4128
14 Chattooga Section 2
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Roger Nott
770.536.6923
15 Cartecay
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Edward Stockman
770.441.9767
15 Metro Chattahoochee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Mike Biello
770.441.2418
20-22 Fall Gala Canoeing Affair — Camping, Paddling, Fun!! — Nelson's Nantahala Hideaway Campground
28 Tuckaseigee (Note 2)
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Marvine Cole
770.475.3022
28 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Mike Winchester
770.319.8969
29 Hiwassee
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Dave Chaney
770.973.7910
29 Chattahoochee (Note 3)
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Tom Martin
770.662.0058
29 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Trained Beginner
Mike Winchester
770.319.8969
October
3 Board of Directors Meeting — Members invited — Call Marvine Cole for directions
770.475.3022
5 Cartecay
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Luke Bradshaw
770.546.4405
5 Broad
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Jeff Engel
706.548.5015
5 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Mike Winchester
770.319.8969
5 Leader's Choice
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Tony Colquitt
770.854.6636
6 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Mike Winchester
770.319.8969
13 Cartecay
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Edward Stockman
770.441.9767
13 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Doug Ackerman
770.503.0365
18 Fall General Membership Meeting and Covered Dish Dinner — Garden Hills Community Center, Buckhead
19 Toccoa
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Greg Spencer
404.892.6851
19 Nantahala
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Luke Bradshaw
770.546.4405
November
2 Talullah Gorge
2 Broad

Class 4-5 Expert
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner

Duncan Cottrell
Jeff Engel

770.720.6269
706.548.5015

Note 1: Camping.
Note 2: Paddle with the Prez.
Note 3: Early put in at Buford Dam.
Signing Up: Call the trip coordinator listed to sign up for trips. Call early in the week to ensure you get a spot on the
trip, and in consideration for the coordinators, PLEASE avoid calling late in the evening.
Training Trips are a combination of recreation and training designed to attract those boaters who have completed a
formal training clinic and would like some on-the-river time with instructors practicing what you learned in the clinic
and expanding your skill level.
To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call the Cruisemaster, Mike Winchester, at 770.319.8969. As usual, we need trip
coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the
efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
Roll Practice: Wednesday evenings from 6:00 PM 'til dark, May thru the end of Daylight Savings Time in October
at the lake at Stone Mountain Park. See announcement in this issue of The Eddy Line.
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GCA Library Items
The GCA Library has many videotapes and
books available to any GCA member. All you
have to do is call GCA Librarian Denise Colquitt
at 770.854.6636 to find out what is available.
The cost is $3.00 per tape or book for postage
and handling.
Any / all donations or loans to the library are
welcome. (Please, no bootleg video copies.)
Send them to:
Denise Colquitt
3794 Glenloch Road
Franklin, GA 30217
The following items are currently available:
Videos:
Canoes by Whitesell
Cold, Wet & Alive
Expedition Earth
Faultline (Will Reeves)
First Descents (North Fork Payette)
Grace Under Pressure (learning the kayak
roll)
In the Surf
Introduction to Canoeing
Kayak Handling-The Basic Strokes
Mohawk Canoes (promotional w/detailed boat
outfitting instructions)
Mohawk Whitewater Canoes (promotional w/
detailed outfitting instructions)
Only Nolan (Promotional, Canoe Technique)
Path of the Paddle: Quiet Water
Path of the Paddle: White Water
Performance Sea Kayaking (the basics & beyond)
Play Daze

Retendo
Solo Playboating!
The C-1 Challenge
Vortox -- low cost storm water sampler
Waterwalker (Bill Mason)
Whitewater Self Defense
Books:
A Canoeing and Kayakng Guide to the Streams
of Florida
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Kentucky
ACanoeing and Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Ohio, Vols I & II
A Canoeing & Kayaking Guide to the Streams
of Tennessee-Vol I & II
A Hiking Guide to the Trails of Florida
A Paddler's Guide to the Obed Emory Watershed
ACA Canoeing & Kayannng Instructors Guide
Alabama Canoe Rides
AMC White Water Handbook
American Red Cross Canoeing & Kayaking
Arkansas information (assorted)
Basic River Canoeing
Brown's Guide to Georgia
Buyer's Guide 1993 (Canoe Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1994 (Paddler Magazine)
Buyer's Guide 1996 (Paddler Magazine)
California Whitewater - A Guide to the Rivers
Canoe Racing (Marathon & Down River)
Canoeing Wild Rivers
Carolina Whitewater (Western Carolina)
Endangered Rivers & the Conservation Movement
Florida information (assorted)
Georgia Mountains

to unsubscribe and various other commands available
through the service. Be sure to save this information for
future reference.
All GCA announcements and forwarded email from
other sources concerning new river access issues, late
breaking news items of interest to the paddling community, etc., will be sent out via the GCA email list at
gacanoe@flipper.kapcom.com. If you want to receive any
of this information, please subscribe to the list using the
above instructions. Also, don't be shy about using the list
to send out or to request information about paddling
related topics, rivers you're interested in, etc.
By the way, should you change or lose your email ID,
please take a minute to "unsubscribe" your old ID and/or
to "subscribe" your new one.

Announcements

GCA Email List
The GCA email list has at this
printing about 300 subscribers.
Thanks to Mike Kaplan and our friends
at Kaplan Communications (an
Internet Access Provider) for providing software and
server space for the GCA email list.
Here's how the list works:
By sending an email to "gacanoe@flipper.kapcom
.com" you automatically reach all subscribers to the list
with the message. Anyone can use the address — it's just
another email address — and all subscribers will get the
email. The list is an "open list", i.e., anyone can subscribe
to it mechanically by sending an email to "majordomo@
flipper.kapcom.com" and on the first line of the body of the
message type:
subscribe gacanoe
You will receive a verification that you are subscribed and a welcome message with instructions on how

The Eddy Line

Godforsaken Sea: Racing the World’s Most
Dangerous Waters
Happy Isles of Oceana: Paddling the Pacific
Homelands: Kayaking the Inside Passage
Idaho Whitewater
Indiana Canoeing Guide
Kentucky Wild Rivers
Missouri Ozark Waterways
Northern Georgia Canoe Guide
Ohio County Maps & Recreational Guide
Paddle America (Guide to trips & outfitters)
Paddle to the Amazon - The World's Longest
Canoe Trip
Paddling SC-Palmetto State River Trails
Path of the Paddle
People Proteeting Rivers
Pole, paddle & Portage
River Rescue
River Safety Anthology
River's End (Stories)
Sea Kayaking Canada's West Coast
Song of the Paddle
Southeastern Whitewater
Southern Georgia Canoeing
The Georgia Conservancy Guide to the North
The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande
The Mighty Mulberry-A Canoeing Guide
They Shoot Canoes, Don't they?
White Water Tales of Terror
WhiteWaterTrips (British Columbia &Washington)
Wildwater (Sierra Club Guide)
WildwaterWestVirginia
Youghiogheny-Appalachian River
Maps:
The Big South Fork

GCA Web P
age
Page
Check it out at http://www.georgiacanoe.org. We
are continually adding information and links of value to
paddlers. Send your ideas for updates to Allen Sinquefield
by using the e-mail link for WebGuy at the site.
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Weekday P
addlers
Paddlers

Mail F
ailure Notices
Failure

Did you know that GCA has a list of paddlers
available to paddle during the week? We now have 70+
entries on the weekday paddlers list, including members
who are retired persons, those with variable or nonstandard work schedules, those availble to paddle weekdays when school is out (students and teachers), and even
those who have a lot of vacation time to burn and want to
take vacation days for paddling. The list includes members who paddle smooth water as well as all classes of
white water
If you would like to be included in the list, please call
Allen Hedden at 770.426.4318 and leave your name,
phone number, days of the week you are available to
paddle, and class of water (flat, I thru V) that you are
interested in paddling. You will then receive an up-todate copy of the list. The list will be re-published quarterly
(January, April, July, October).
Updates are available by request through the GCA
phone line. If you received your copy of the list more than
3 months ago, you should request an updated copy (the
July update is out). There have been considerable changes
to the list. To receive an up-to-date copy, call the GCA
phone line at 770.421.9729 and leave your name and
address with a request for the updated list.

Since members are no longer charged for receiving
the Electronic Eddy Line, we cannot bend over backward
to ensure email addresses are kept up-to-date. If your
email address comes back with a mail failure notice, you
will be deleted from the recipient list for the Electronic
Eddy Line until we get a request to be added back with a
current email address.
Also, if we get a mail failure notice against an email
ID on the GCA Email List, that ID will be unsubscribed.
It is the subscriber's responsibility to maintain the subscription with the current email ID.
Your cooperation is appreciated — it makes less
work for our volunteer staff.

And the Winners Are....
The lucky winners of the new PFDs from MTI
Adventurewear in the New Member Drawing for the
month of July 2002 are Amber Gray and Kim Newman.
Congratulations, Amber and Kim!! Membership Chair
Cameron Pach will contact you regarding your choices of
PFD type.
Watch for the August winner announcement in the
next Eddy Line.

Upcoming Events of Interest
September 14-15 — Tybee Island Surf Event — Tybee
Island, GA, ACA Surf Kayak Committee, Charles Salters, 912.234.5037, fensalir@gateway.net.
September 21 — Gauley Festival — Summersville, WV.
September 27-29 — 2002 US National Surf Kayaking
Championships — Wrightsville Beach, NC, Charleston
County Parks & Recreation, Steve Hutton, 843.762.8031,
prch2o@bellsouth.net.
October TBD — Outer Banks Surf Kayak Festival — Kill
Devil Hills, NC, ACA Surf Kayak Committee, Ken
Jefferson, 252.441.2756, pam@khsports.com.
October 5-6 — Russell Fork Rendezvous — Haysi, VA.
October 10-13 — Ocoee Festival and Rodeo — Ocoee
River, TN, www.americanwhitewater.org.
October 18-20 — NOC Guest Appreciation Festival —
Wesser, NC, NOC 800.232.7238, ext. 600.
October 20-21 — Folly Beach Surf Kayak Rodeo —
Charleston, SC, ACA Surf Kayak Committee, Steve
Hutton, 843.762.8031, prch2o@bellsouth.net.
November 3-4 — Surf, Sun & Sand Kayak Festival —
Wrightsville Beach, NC, ACA Surf Kayak Committee,
John Midgett, 910.798.9922, wilmington@procanoe.com.
November 10-11 — Harry County Surf Kayak Festival —

Attention GCA Members!!!!!
Be a hero and sign up your friends as GCA members. Not only will you be helping to grow the club, but starting in February,
MTI Adventurewear will be giving away two PFDs to new members every month. That's right, MTI will send out PFDs (white
water or touring) for 2 lucky new members each month throughout the 2002 year. Names of winners of this random drawing
will be published each month in the newsletter. You can check out MTI's line of products at www.mtiadventurewear.com.
PO Box 890178
Ph: 781.340.5380
Weymouth MA 02189
Fax: 781.340.5382
Email: info@mtiadventurewear.com
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Myrtle Beach, SC, ACA Surf Kayak Committee, Anthony
Bell, 843.232.8456, wavekayaker@yahoo.com.
December 7-8 — Tuckaseigee Jiffy Slalom & Wild Water
Race — Bryson City, NC, NRC 828.488.2175 ext. 108,
www.nrcrhinos.com.
August 6-10, 2003 — Lanier Canoe 2003 Sprint World
Championships — Lake Lanier, Gainesville, GA, Connie
Hagler, 770.287.7888, ConHagler@aol.com.

retary, Member Services Chair, Recreation Chair, Members-at-large
Other Business

2003 Officers Nominated
A slate of GCA officers of the 2003 year has been
proposed by the Nominating Committee and approved by
the Board of Directors. The following were nominated:
President - Marvine Cole
Vice President - Gina Johnson
Secretary - Tom Bishop
Treasurer - Ed Schultz
Election of officers will be held at the Fall General
Membership Meeting and Covered Dish Dinner on Friday, October 18. Other nominations for these positions
will be accepted from the floor at the meeting. Before
nominating someone, be sure they are willing to accept
the nomination and serve in the position.

From the Board Room
by Lindsay Meeks, Secretary
Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, August 1, 2002, Minutes
In attendance:
Tom Bishop
Marvine Cole
Gina Johnson
Jim Kalina
Oreon Mann
Lindsay Meeks
Ed Schultz
Jim Watson
Review of minutes of June 6, 2002, meeting. Approved.
Treasurer’s report — Ed Schultz
+ July Financial Statement reviewed including a $1000
grant to American Whitewater.
+ Motion to purchase a new printer for letters, labels, etc.
was approved unanimously.
River Protection Committee Report — Julia Franks
+ No report.
Member Services Committee Report — Mary Ann Pruitt
+ Mary Ann delivered new GCA member.
Training Committee Report — Jim Albert
+ No report.
Recreation Committee Report — Marvine Cole
+ Preparation for the Fall Gala is proceeding for September 20-22.
+ The Fall Membership Meeting will be Friday, October
18.
Resource Development — Cameron Pach
+ Additional assistance will be accepted. Need help?
+ Tom Bishop has volunteered to be the content advisor
for the GCA web site. Any suggestions or comments
should go to him.
The Southeasterns Race Review — Gina Johnson
+ Communications, course design, logistics, judging, and
hospitality, are all proceeding toward a great race on
April 27-28, 2003.
Nominating Committee — Brannen Proctor
+ Openings exist for the following Board positions: Sec-
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Welcome New Members
The GCA would like to welcome the following new
(and nearly new) members. New members are the life
blood and the future of the club. Thank you for joining us!!
July
Walker Ballance
Marietta GA
Amber Gray
Gainesville GA
Hans Lang
Riverdale GA
Barbara J. & Sherman Miller
Decatur GA
Greg Miller
Atlanta GA
Kim Newman
Hiram GA
Heather & Seth Shepherd
Alpharetta GA
Lee Anne White
Atlanta GA
Tim Zwald
Duluth GA
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incredible job of cleaning up at the 52
bridge in spite of a bad back), Mark
Buterbaugh and Richmond Eustis
by Diane Smith
(sorry we missed you guys on the river).
We really need someone to organize a
July 14th. The volunteer turn
clean up from Blackberry to the DNR
out for the scheduled clean up of the
take-out since this section hasn't had
Cartecay was unbelievable. We had 19
any attention in a year or more. Anyparticipants and cleaned up from Holt
Conservation Corner
one like to volunteer? Mark and I are
Bridge to Stegall Mill. I would like to
getting out of organizing clean-ups here
thank MOE for removing the trash
for a while.
bags we left at their Lower Cartecay
On another note, check out the article under River
put-in; River Right for removing the trash left at Stegall
Access from the Times Courier in Ellijay (www
Mill (Blackberry) as well as all the volunteers. We
.timescourier.com) on Friday, July 12, about the problems
managed to remove many bags full of garbage plus an old
the kayakers" (read padtire and a few other items that wouldn't fit in a trash bag.
at the take-out caused by "the
dlers)
Most of the trash was found from Holt Bridge to Lower
dlers). Granted, there is definitely a problem with
parking and traffic there now that they changed it to
Cartecay and seemed to be generated by local fishermen
provide only two parking spots, but the culprits are not
men. The popular paddling section wasn't nearly as bad
only "kayakers". It's the tubers, picnickers, fishermen
as we thought. Unfortunately we didn't have enough time
and locals that want to hang out on the rocks and drink as
(or water) to go from Stegall Mill to the DNR and this area
well! I will do my best to get some kind of article in the
really needs a clean up.
local paper about the clean-up trip done by "the kayakers"
This trip wasn't all work, and the volunteers manwho were mostly from the Atlanta area and worked their
aged to have plenty of play time. Thanks to the following
butts off for 5 hours for free because they love the river and
volunteers: Edward Stockman, Jack Taylor, Wayne and
the sport. Mark and I were the only local residents to help
Emily Robinson, Dave Chaney, Alexander Redwood, Bruce
out with this clean-up as far as I could tell. I sometimes
Rowan, Mack Anthony, (Bruce and Mack never fail to
wonder what would happen to this river if "the kayakers"
help out with clean ups) Arthur Blankenship, Vicki
quit doing their clean-up trips.
Benjamin, Tom and Shannon (sorry I didn't get the last
OK. I am off my soapbox now.
name), Louise Wasilewski, Greg Spencer (who did an

Cartecay Clean-up
Report

vacation in whatever area the races take place.
This year's race was the best and most enjoyable of
any Nationals races I've ever attended. Mike Yee Outfitters and Mikey's army of dedicated and enthusiastic
volunteers did a fantastic job of planning and executing
the races. The event was as nearly hitch-free as any I've
seen, with the exception of this year's Southeasterns of
course.

2002 North American
Open Canoe Slalom
Championships
or
or,, Why Your
September Edd
y Line
Eddy
Was Delayed
by Allen Hedden
Gabriella & I always try to attend and participate in
the North American / National OC Slalom Championship
Races providing they are within a reasonable distance and
no other major events prevent our attendance. The 2002
race at the Gull River in Minden, Ontario, Canada, was no
exception. And yes, Ontario is within a reasonable distance, just like the Dead River in Maine, and Clear Creek
in Golden, Colorado, if you really like to race. To make the
distance realistically reasonable, we usually combine the
trips to the races with an extra couple of weeks of actual
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Canoe Outfitting & Repair
Featuring Voyageur™ Products

Custom outfitting of your open canoe or C-1
Saddles, thigh straps, air bags, knee pads, skid plates
and more
ABS repair for worn, cracked or broken hulls

Canoe Instruction
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels
Call Allen Hedden 770.426.4318
Email canoeist@mindspring.com

September 2002

The race site was a great venue for the races. That
section of the Gull River is a short, dam-controlled section
with respectable gradient and many natural and humanengineered features that make it a natural for a championship level competition. The site is used for potential
members of the Canadian Slalom Team to train, and it's
used as a World Cup site as well. The powers that control
the dam releases can guarantee water for the races, but
not necessarily the volume of the releases. Although that
part of Ontario was in the midst of a drought, we had
LOTS OF WATER. They were forced by the drought to
release a larger than normal volume to keep the series of
lakes downstream at reasonable levels.
The high volume of the releases, the gradient, and
the river features, combined with the design of the course,
made this the most demanding course I've raced on in an
OC Nationals competition, and one of the most demanding
open canoe courses I've been on at ANY race (There have
been a couple of races that were held on nearly flood stage
rivers that may have been tougher). Of the 23 gates, 11
were upstream and 12 were down. Between that and the
pushy current, by the time you got to the finish, you
definitely knew you had been on a race course.
The course took its toll on both the boats and the
boaters. There were a lot of boat and equipment problems
(cracked hulls, loosened straps, broken saddles, etc.) as
well as more than the average number of swims for a race
of that level. Several of us spent some time in the evenings
patching up the broken stuff in preparation for the next
day's events.
One particular drop on the river deserves special
mention. It's called the Otter Slide. It consists of a narrow
chute about 25-30 yards long over a broken ledge with
water moving faster than any water I can recall paddling.
At the bottom of the chute, you made an eddy on the right
to catch an upstream gate. The line into the eddy involved
hopping over the edge of a standing wave right on the eddy
line and carving into the eddy water. You moved so fast
in the chute that when you hopped the wave and carved
into the eddy, your boat could throw up a spray that would
rival a jet ski cutting a hard turn on a lake! What a rush!
Attendance at the 2002 race broke the all time record
for the Nationals. There were, if my memory serves me,
about 107 racers. There were about 50 or so starts in both
the morning and afternoon sessions on Friday, 86 per
session on Saturday, and 104 per session on Sunday. The
Southeast was well represented at the races, with boaters
in attendance from Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Alabama and Tennessee. The largest demographic
group of course was the Ontario boaters. They showed up
in force and dominated the medals with the home course

The Eddy Line

advantage, as well as a lot of real talent.
The social aspects of the event were remarkable.
The Canadians were wonderful hosts. There were several
evening get-togethers at Mikey's place during the practice
and race days. Saturday night featured a great catered
outdoor banquet at the campground adjacent to the race
site for racers, volunteers and their families. The food was
delicious, the lemonade, soft drinks and beer were refreshing, and the company was great! If they ever have
the Nationals / North American Championships there
again, I will most certainly attend.
Oh, yes — now for the part about why your Eddy
Line was delayed. It's the 2 weeks of real vacation we
added onto the trip to make the distance traveled worthwhile, as well as the time spent packing for the trip, and
unpacking and catching up after the trip. I've been in a
bit of a bind for time this month.
After the races, we spent a day at the Middle
Madawaska River, another dam released river in Ontario
connecting a couple of lakes, where the Madawaska Kanu
Centre (the Ontario equivalent to the NOC) conducts its
business. It was a fairly short run, with a gravel road
running by the river the whole way so we were able to do
a bike shuttle. I would compare the Middle Madawaska
to the Pigeon in difficulty, with perhaps a bit higher
volume. It had a lot of really great play spots, two slalom
courses that the MKC maintains for their training purposes, and hardly any crowding at all. We could easily
have done two or three runs in a day.
From the Middle Mad, we drove to Algonquin Provincial Park for a couple of days of hiking and mountain
biking. We spent a day in the back country hiking around
a real honest-to-goodness canyon, very unique for that
part of Ontario. Then we visited the Logging Museum (to
a conservationist, this is somewhat akin to a dedicated
paddler touring a TVA power plant) and biked a rails-totrails converted railroad bed (also a relic of the logging
industry) through a more mainstream part of the park.
After Algonquin, we spent 3 days at Killbear Provincial Park on Parry Sound, Georgian Bay, Lake Huron. We
did a little hiking and a good bit of "flat" water paddling.
Most of it wasn't very "flat" because of lot of very impressive waves kicked up by the wind off the lake and the
large, fast power boats. We had to do the flat water in our
tandem slalom boat, a Mad River Cyclone, because we
didn't take any flat water boats on the trip (7 white water
boats for the races were all we could handle). With all the
wind and waves, we decided we were quite happy to be in
a white water boat with full floatation just in case of an
upset a couple of miles from shore. We did get some funny
looks and some comments from the local paddlers —
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things like "Nice rocker!"
The camp ground at Killbear was one of the nicest
I've seen in a national, state or provincial park. Even
though there were over a thousand camp sites, it was laid
out to give a feeling of seclusion, with a lot a vegetation
screening the sites from each other. We were in a "radio
free area" which made it much quieter than your run of
the mill campground. The facilities were clean and well
maintained.
Our next stop was three days at Killarney, staying at
a private campground near Killarney Provincial Park.
We did some nice hikes and paddled some smaller lakes in
the back country. The scenery was awesome. The lakes
were smaller and more intimate than Parry Sound, and
we saw no power boats, although some smaller ones are
allowed there.
We learned some interesting things about Ontario
on the trip:
1. The first lesson learned was don't order barbecue at a
Canadian restaurant. Their idea of barbecue and how the
sauce should taste is seemingly far removed from that of
a life-long Southerner.
2. Canada has converted to the metric system -- sort of.
All the road signs give distances in kilometers and speed
limits in kilometers per hour, but when giving directions

the people seem to lean toward giving distances in miles.
Gasoline is sold priced per liter, but produce in the stores
is mostly sold by the pound. Perhaps it's just that they are
still in the process of converting?
3. We also learned that it's very difficult to get accurate
directions in Ontario. The direction givers seem to make
it interesting by leaving out a critical turn or two. One
even drew us a detailed map that left out some turns.
This can be unnerving when driving on Ontario's back
roads pulling a trailer full of boats.
4. At campgrounds in Ontario, your status as a camper
may be demonstrated by how many tarps you put up, how
large they are, and how creatively they are strung. We
had absolutely the smallest tarp strung on any of the
more than a thousand camp sites at Killbear.
5. Outside of the large metropolitan areas like Toronto,
almost every home has either a camper trailer, an RV, a
tent, or various combinations of those items in their yard,
seemingly with relatives or friends residing in them.
6. The national bird of Canada is the mosquito.
7. On the plus side, we found that when crossing the
border, while the US authorities always questioned why
two people needed seven canoes, the Canadians seemed
to see absolutely nothing unusual about it. Folks, Ontario
is canoe country!

2002 Open Canoe Nationals
Results
Following are medal results from the 2002 North
American Open Canoe / US Open Canoe Slalom Championships. You may notice some familiar (GCA) names.
Combined Classes (Slalom + Down River)
OC2 Premier Rac
1 Dave Paton - Mark Clarke
0
2 Jesse Cook - Micheal Cook
50.08
3 Gail Shields - Fiona Hough
104.62
OC2 Premier Rac
1 Khoan Pham - Mike Yee
0
2 Doug Rhude - Nick Flengas
53.03
OC2 Mixed Rec
1 Sarah Cormode - Dana Henry
18.33
2 Vanessa Charron - Andrew Walker
31.35
3 Megan Burgmuller - Alan Burgmuller 172.41
OC1 Premier Rac
1 Phillip Foti
0
2 Sam Montague
7.91
3 David Simpson
106.05
OC1 Premier Rec
1 Steve Frazier
0
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2 Jeff Oxenford
3 Chuck Wendler
OC1 Womens Rec
1 Maki Ota
2 Mary Ryan
Slalom Classes:
OC1 Junior
1 Casey Eichfeld
OC1 Women Master Rec
2 Julie Keller
2 Ruth Jaeger
3 Gabriella Schildt
OC1 X
1 Dana Henry
2 Yoichi Muraoka
3 Craig Smerda
OC2 Women Rec
1 Beth Kennedy - Gail Shields
2 Vanessa Charron - Carolyn Peterson
3 Sarah Cormode - Sanne van der Ros
OC2 Cadet/Senior Rac
1 Casey Eichfel - John Kazimierczyk
2 Kaelan Paton - Dave Paton
3 Megan Burgmuller - Alan Burgmuller
OC2 Junior/Senior Rec
1 Megan Burgmuller - Alan Burgmuller
2 James Vermeulen - Pablo Vermeulen
OC2 Master Rac
1 Mark Clark - Dave Paton
2 Sonny Hunt - John Kazimierczyk
3 Eric Baker - Paul Mason
OC2 Master Rec
1 Mike Yee - Lynn Aycock
2 Parham Momtahan - Brian Keikinen
3 Doug Rhude - Nick Flengas
OC2 Mixed Rac
1 Gail Shields - John Kazimierczyk
2 Ray Ingram - Julie Kellar
3 Eric Baker - Sarah Cormode
OC2 Mixed Rec
1 Andrew Walker - Vanessa Charron
2 Andrew Westwood - Beth Kennedy
3 Dana Henry - Sarah Cormode
OC1 Premier 13 Rac
1 John Kazimierczyk
2 Phillip Foti
3 Carl Campetelli
OC2 Premier Rac
1 Dana Henry - John Kazimierczyk
2 Dave Paton - Mark Clark
3 Jesse Cook - Mike Cook
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30.08
41.52784338

OC2 Premier Rec
1 Peter Steffes - Brian Heikenen
2 Mike Yee - Khoan Pham
3 Craig Smerda - Craig Reidner
OC2 X
1 Khoan Pham - Mike Yee
2 Yoshikatsu Yoshiwara - Katsuro Ota
3 Rob Rudkin - Carol Sacco
OC1 Men Rec
1 Dana Henry
2 Carl Campetelli
3 Casey Eichfeld
OC1 Premier 15 Rac
1 Eric Baker
2 Phillip Foti
3 Chuck Wendler
OC1 Women Rac
1 Carolyn Peterson
2 M J Kewley
3 Gabriella Schlidt
OC1 Women Rec
1 Carolyn Peterson
2 Beth Kennedy
3 Sonna van der Ros
OC1 Master 13 Rac
1 Phillip Foti
2 Ray Ingram
3 Dave Paton
OC1 Master 15 Rac
1 Ray Ingram
2 Eric Baker
3 Chuck Wendler
OC1 Master Men Rec
1 Brian Heikenen
2 Dewey Ewers
3 Paul Mason

0
165.6854249

282.56
???.?
475.5
550.91
218.59
270.83
274.31
356.23
399.88
425.76
233.67
297.75
515.7
474.89
705.7
230.37
238.02
280.1
343.78
380.7
384.99

272.75
294.45
302.4
279.31
395.95
596.53
212.3
230.63
232.25
263.74
274.48
304.08
214.17
356.22
453.15
249.06
305.3
325.14
217.76
222.2
252.26
257.6
294.62
314.33
226.92
254.69
260.24

247.53
308.61
319.77
267.92
293.34
295.2
182.14
213.5
216.75
201.69
223.31
264.5
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River Access

What's up with F
ee Demo?
Fee
Not much right now, thanks to everyone that has written
letters. Here is an excerpt from an e-mail sent out by Jan
Holt of the Western Slope No Fee Coalition that goes over
everything. Summed up, permanent Fee Demo legislation has been introduced, but will not be considered until
September and may not be considered at all this election
year. - Lindsay Meeks.
First of all, Rep. Hansen will NOT introduce Fee
Legislation before retiring. This is wonderful news for
everyone opposed to fee-demo.
Clearly, the growing opposition to fee-demo has
pushed permanent fee-demo authorization off its fast
track. But the fact that Hansen will not introduce ARC's
long-awaited legislative package does not mean that ARC's
Pay-to-Play Agenda is dead or even mortally wounded.
This news means that the fee-demo is hurting and that
ARC is losing its sway over Congress. It means that ARC
and the other proponents of recreation user fees have been
forced back to the drawing board where they are, no
doubt, developing new strategies for advancing their
agenda.
And don't forget — recreation user fees are still
authorized as a "demonstration program" through FY2004
— so failure to pass legislation in the current session will
change nothing. Even with the big win created by
Hansen's backing down under pressure, we must expect
many more battles to be fought before this program is
permanently put to bed!
Currently there are three bills in the Senate that
would permanently authorize recreation user fees. These
bills are Graham's S.1011, Thomas' S.2473 and Bingaman's
S.2607. In addition, the American Recreation Coalition's
National Recreation Lakes Program, (introduced by Senator Lincoln S.531) contains important recreation fee provisions. It too must be vigorously opposed (http://
www.recreationlakes.com/senate.html).
Any of these Senate bills could move forward. If that
happens, all it would take is a champion in the House
(such as Rep. Scott McInnis) to introduce a companion
bill. And if this were to happen, the threat of permanent
legislation being passed in 2002 session could be upon us
once again.
So let's all congratulate ourselves for making it more
difficult for the proponents of recreation user fees to get
their legislation passed. Now let's redouble our own
efforts and ensure that permanent fee legislation is never
passed!
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AW Restores Access to NC's
Little River (Effective April
2003!)
Updated update: Do not paddle the Little River yet!
Due to a bureaucratic glitch, the ban on paddling the in
Dupont State Forest will remain in place until the new
rules are enacted... in April of 2003. This is still a great
victory for paddlers, we just need to be patient. North
Carolina's Little River first drove southeastern creek
boaters nuts when it appeared in Wayne Gentry's video
"Southern Fried Creekin'" under the name "Mystery
Creek." The paddlers bounced and flew down Triple Falls,
a series of three fairly large cascading waterfalls. Since
then, word has gotten out that these falls are on the Little
River, between Hendersonville and Brevard, North Carolina.
The reason for all the secrecy is that the falls, and the
whole watershed, used to be owned by Dupont and was off
limits to the public. Several years ago, however, this land
was bought by the state (an awesome conservation story
in itself) and turned into a park run by the State Forest.
Now called Dupont State Forest, the land offers hiking
and mountain biking to an increasingly large number of
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months. During their Thursday, July 11, meeting the
commissioners were asked to consider a complaint by a
Mulkey Road resident who said that the kayakers were
blocking his driveway and water was being "turned in" on
his property. Commissioner Charles Fowler said he had
visited the property and felt the man had a legitimate
concern, but he was not sure where the county's property
ended. Commissioners Steve Ralston and Rayburn Smith
agreed with Fowler that the property needed to be visited
and Ralston asked that the members meet one Saturday
morning and go look at the Mulkey road situation."

people each year.
The Little River is not exactly a paddler's paradise,
but does offer some unique opportunities and spectacular
scenery. The river consists of flat water and waterfalls
and nothing else. Most of the handful of drops are
unrunnable; however Triple Falls has obviously been run,
and Hooker Falls is an easy 20 foot waterfall into a pool
that offers many local boaters their first experience with
vertical white water. The Little River is all about Park
and Pray, rather than a down river run.
Earlier this year, the State Forest proposed a series
of rules for Dupont that banned paddling over any of the
waterfalls in the park. American Whitewater met with
the Regional Forester and hiked each of the waterfalls to
discuss safety and potential for paddling use. After this
meeting the Regional Forester agreed to remove the ban
on waterfall running from the proposed rules and access
was restored!
This represents an excellent case of a situation
where AW offered its expertise in paddling and its social
and environmental impacts to ease the concerns of a
regulatory agency. We look forward to working with
Dupont State Forest in the future, should the need arise.
If you decide that you want to run any of the falls in
Dupont State Forest, please respect the land managers,
the many spectators, and the land itself. And please, take
all possible safety precautions.
Thanks to Dupont State Forest!
- From the AW web site, posted by Kevin Colburn.

American Whitewater needs
your Support!
by Don Kinser
Believe it or not, boaters present one of the greatest
threats to our nation's white water rivers. We aren't
talking about overuse, but rather apathy among our
paddling community, and the resulting drop in American
Whitewater membership.
American Whitewater works hard on many fronts to
protect and restore white water rivers across the country,
and if they were not there, much of this work would not get
done. Without a strong membership base, AW is politically and economically crippled. The tremendous work
they do benefits the entire paddling community, including us here in Georgia, but is funded by an increasingly
small minority.
Many boaters in the Georgia paddling community
take advantage of releases on the Tallulah or access to the
Ocoee and Gauley but neglect to contribute to the organization that made these releases and access sites possible.
American Whitewater is the steward of these opportunities and places. Without AW the rivers will one day run
back into someone's bank account, instead of under our
boats, and new opportunities like the Cheoah River will go
untapped. American Whitewater's conservation and access work is more dependent on membership and donations than ever before, at a time when those sources are
waning.
The assumption remains that rivers are open to all
boaters, and will remain open. The boating community
forgets the history behind the rivers; that without the
work of American Whitewater and its volunteers, many of
the rivers we paddle on a daily, weekly or monthly basis
would be dry, dammed, or inaccessible to boaters (or could
be in the future).
AW is working hard for you here in Georgia and
throughout our region. Their efforts on the Ocoee, Cheoah,
Chattooga, Cartecay, Dog, Tuckaseigee, Watauga,

Cartecay Take-out Access
by Diane Smith
The following is a quote from an article in the Ellijay
Times Courier. I have been told recently that this same
individual has threatened several people with a weapon.
I have not seen this personally nor have the local police
acted on any complaints regarding this, so I am not sure
of the truth in what was told to me. If anyone has had
problems, let me know and I will address it not only with
the local police, but also with the county commissioner.
As I have said previously, it is in the best interest of
everyone to PLEASE pay for a shuttle and not try to park
at the take-out. You have two options for the shuttle in
MOE and River Right. If the county gets fed up with this
situation with the take-out, the paddlers may have a
couple of good put-ins, but no take-out except the DNR
take-out, and when the river is below 2 feet, this is a hike
rather than a paddle.
"The Gilmer County Commissioner may have to set
up a branch office on Mulkey Road over the next few
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Nantahala, Little, Pigeon and many other rivers directly
impact your ability to access and enjoy our white water
resources. Oh, and did I mention the Tallulah? GCA
deserves lots of the credit for helping open up Tallulah
Gorge , but it was AW who saw it through, and it is AW
volunteers and paid staff members that I see helping at
every Tallulah release.
I joined AW in 1994 and have been an active volunteer since 1997. Today I serve as AW's regional coordinator working on the Chattooga river management issues. If
ever there was an issue important to many of GCA's
members, this is one. AW's Jason Robertson and Kevin
Colburn have been an amazing resource as we work to
open the Chattooga headwaters and protect the boating
public's ability to enjoy this magnificent river. But Jason
and Kevin's efforts are spread thin working on issues
throughout the country, and AW's financial resources are
stretched to the limit. Increased membership would allow
AW to hire additional staff and fight more battles for you.
I have also been a GCA member since 1994. GCA is
a fine organization, but the two organizations serve different purposes. GCA's purpose is to promote recreational
paddling, river courtesy, skill development and river
safety. True, GCA also works on environmental and
access issue, but this is not the main focus. GCA is an
affiliate member of American Whitewater yet only 292
people in the entire state of Georgia are members of

Sea Kayaking

More Screwing Up
While Kayaking
by Jeff Hoyer
Another episode of funny or embarrassing sea kayaking
tales. If you have one of your own, please share it with us.
- Editor.
Although I have only recently joined the ranks of
"serious" kayaking, my first kayaking experience came at
the tender age of ten. (Long, long, long time ago...)
I grew up in Wisconsin on the shore of Lake Michigan spending the better part of each summer swimming,
boating and fishing. I had a friend who was my age and
came from a decidedly nautical family. His older brother
and a friend had spent one winter building what I recall
was some sort of kayak/war canoe out of fiberglass. It had
no deck but was narrow and accommodated four paddlers.
One summer day, my friend ran to my house with the
exciting news that the boat was ready for sea trials and his
brother wanted me to fill the fourth seat. We lugged this
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American Whitewater. By my quick count, there are over
854 GCA members listed in the recent GCA directory.
Even worse, only 3 of the 8 current GCA Executive
Committee members are AW members and only 2 of the
last 6 past presidents.
By AW's estimates, fewer than 1 in 10 white water
boaters is an American Whitewater member. If we could
just increase that number a little bit we could all sleep
more soundly at night, knowing that our rivers are secure.
American Whitewater's strong record of successes in
preserving America's white water rivers is threatened by
boater apathy. Thus, even if you don't have the time to
volunteer to see a relicensing through from start to finish,
or write a letter to the Forest Service regarding the
Chattooga River, simply joining would be a huge help and
substantially increase our ability to work for you and for
our rivers.
I invite each of you to visit AW's web site at "http://
www. americanwhitewater. org" and look at all the things
they do for you as a white water paddle sports enthusiast.
Then I urge each of you that is not an AW member already
to join up. Better yet, join and make an additional
financial contribution. If you are already an AW member,
thank you, and I challenge you to make an additional
financial contribution. It is tax deductible and will directly benefit you through improved river access and
conservation.
behemoth down onto the beach (sans
parental guidance or permission) and
prepared to put in.
Our goal was to paddle around
several naval training vessels anchored
about a mile offshore for their yearly
exercises. No matter that the wind was
about 20 knots with 4 foot waves and the water temperature barely in the mid fifties! No need to worry that the
Navy might not appreciate this sort of activity.
Heroically, we jumped into the boat with crude
wooden paddles, no PFDs and wearing nothing more than
swimming trunks! After about an hour of being tossed
around like driftwood and doused with the icy water, we
somehow succeeded in reaching one of the training vessels.
The captain and crew greeted us with some unpleasantly rich comments about our ancestry and intelligence
before calling the Coast Guard. We were unceremoniously hoisted out of the kayak and taken to shore where
we were turned over to the police for questioning. The real
nastiness began when our parents arrived at the police
station.
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The authorities were so eager to apprehend us that
they forgot the kayak. It was broken into several pieces
on the rocks near the shore.... where it remained a
monument to the folly of youth until winter.
We had a brief moment of notoriety at the hands of

the local newspaper, being cited as bad examples of the
"youth of today," followed by a very dull summer indeed.
I can only imagine what would have happened had this
occurred in the current post 9-11 environment!
- From a posting to the nyckayaker email list.
growing support from great folks like you, we
have had a first year I could never have even
hoped for, much less planned on. Working
closely with the GCA was an integral part of my
business plan, and is still a focus today. We will
not forget the support y'all have given us, and
we will try to find other ways to say "Thank You" to club
members. Any suggestions you guys have would be
greatly appreciated!!! Again, THANK YOU ALL for
helping a small business get started, and for all the kind
things you have said and e-mailed both to, and about us.
Come by and see us!
Warmest Regards,
Mark Sumners, Mike Cole & Steve Carroll

Letters
Thank you to GCA from Mark Sumners at
Rack & Roll!
Atlanta's first rack store turns has turned
one year old. We would like to say thank you to all our
friends in the GCA for their support and encouragement
during our first year in business. We started this with the
hopes of being an old fashioned "What can we do for you"
type business. Mike and Steve and I have tried to do as
much "Good Karma" business as possible, and help the
club with prizes as best we could. Opening just before 911, our first months were tough ones, but with ever

"My guides were there," said Ocoee Outfitters President Carlo Smith, who owns Adventures Unlimited. "When
it happened, there was a tremendous roar from the falling
water and debris."
None of the rock slide fell into the river and no one
was injured. The breach is in an area called the "High
Cliff" and is above Table Saw Rapid. It is difficult to reach
the site from land, and Martocci said TVA will have to
determine if there is any danger of additional slides from
the cliff.
This is the second breach of the flume line in the past
decade. A similar incident damaged the line about five
years ago, but officials say that accident was not as severe
as Saturday's slide.
The flume line is about 10 feet deep and 14 feet wide
with a drop of only 18 feet during its five-mile run. The
bypass can transport up to 1,200 CFS of water at about 10
miles per hour from the No. 2 diversionary dam, which is
also the commercial middle river rafting put-in. When
the flume reaches the No. 2 powerhouse, water falls about
200 feet through pipes to the powerhouse turbines.
The flume is the oldest in the United States still
being used, according to TVA. Some trestles holding the
line are 150 feet tall. Originally built of sawmill pine in
1913, rock slides and acid water from the copper mines
upstream took their toll on the flume, closing it down
several times. The line was closed down in the late 1970s
for rebuilding with treated lumber, and that was the
beginning of the commercial rafting business when water
once again started running down the Ocoee.

Boulder Damages TV
A Flume to
TVA
Plant
by Ron Clayton, Special to the News-Sentinel
July 16, 2002, Ocoee, Tennessee. A breach of the
TVA flume line above the Ocoee River has shut down
water flow to the TVA No. 2 powerhouse but has opened
up the river for seven-day-a-week rafting. The flume
normally bypasses water from the Ocoee when commercial rafts are not on the river.
About 3 p.m. Saturday, a rock the size of a dump
truck broke loose from a cliff and struck the flume,
causing major damage to the line, according to TVA
spokesperson Barbara Martocci. The rock slide was near
Table Saw Rapid.
"We have engineers up there today, but do not have
any damage estimates," Martocci said. She said there is
a 40-foot hole on one side of the flume, cross beams and
supports have been destroyed, and the actual support
structure moved toward the river about 18 inches.
"You know, on the Ocoee, the abnormal is the normal," said State Park Ranger Lance Crawford. "When it
happened, there was this spectacular 100-foot high waterfall rushing down the mountain. It went on for about an
hour until TVA could get the water turned off." He said
because of commercial rafting, the Upper Ocoee was
running 1,600 cubic feet per second (cfs) while the middle
was running about 1,200 cfs. That meant TVA was transferring about 400 cfs down the flume to bypass the middle
rafting section of the river.
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Officials say it could take weeks or even months to
repair the line. And if the No. 3 powerhouse upstream
operates under a normal schedule, that could mean two
more days per week of commercial rafting.
TVA's John Moulton suggests rafters call

Ocoee Assaults
by Bruce Foster
Be careful if you paddle the Ocoee. The group I was
with Sunday witnessed 2 assaults by raft guides on
kayakers they thought surfed too close to their rafts in
Hell Hole.
The first incident occurred when a kayaker didn't
ferry out of the way quite fast enough so he rolled over
trying to avoid the raft. He was upside down beside the
raft and the guide used his paddle to smash the bottom of
the kayak with an ax-like blow. That *#!~@%#@$%&*
guide looked like he was splitting wood. If the kayak had
not been upside down, I am positive the kayaker would
have been severely injured.
In the second incident a kayaker, who was in our
group, surfed to the river left side of the hole to allow the
raft to pass. Apparently this did not satisfy that particular
guide. He reached out from his raft and struck the
kayaker in the head, catching the edge of his helmet and
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800.238.2264 the day before a Tuesday or Wednesday trip
to see if water will be flowing. And on other days, the river
could see water 24 hours a day, extending the daily
commercial rafting time available on the river.
- From the Chattanooga News Sentinel.

jerking his neck around. This kayaker gave chase and
struck the raft guide with the power face of his paddle. I
know you will want to reprimand him for not using the
edge of the paddle blade, but he is a gentle soul and did not
wish to harm the guide.
A Park Ranger witnessed this incident from start to
finish. Though both were arrested on assault charges, the
kayaker was charged with aggravated assault because he
used his paddle. Aggravated assault is a felony charge.
Ouch!!!!! I just wonder if the Ranger would have pursued
the issue if the kayaker had not gone after the guide.
Although I probably would have done the same
thing, the best way to handle such an incident is to get the
name of the rafting company, the number of the raft, and
names and addresses of witnesses. Then file a formal
complaint with the Park Service and the Polk County
Sheriff's Department. You might want to consider filing
a lawsuit against the rafting company. Threatening the
profitability of a corporation is the best way to get their
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attention.
Most of all remember, 99% of the guides are easy
going, fun loving folks that just want to be on the water

like you and me. Be courteous on the river, let everybody
have their turn at having fun.
- From a posting on the CCC email list.
3. While the upstream boater moving downstream always has the right of way, yielding in the face of tonnage
has a way of making a day on the river a more pleasant
one. Nobody really needs to be told this, but big heavy
boats move and react slower than small ones. So if you are
the smaller boat get out of the way or happily accept the
consequences and be willing to apologize for getting in
the way of a big rig.
4. When on really busy rivers, offer extra eyes to other
boaters who might not know that they are in the way of
the impending doom. A downstream moving boater
might prefer to run the rapid rather than eddy hop down
the river. Let a boater know that they are in the way and
about to get crushed or crush some one else. This can be
done by simply shouting, "Upstream!" Also, people are a
little more receptive when one of there own reminds them
of the rules.
5. In the face of serious physical or verbal aggression, try
and relax and not sink to the level of the aggressor. Find
witnesses, gather information and report it to the authorities.
6. All river craft on the water serve a great purpose. The
more people on the water the stronger the lobbying
position of white water enthusiasts. In the case of the
Ocoee River, we should remember that commercial rafting companies were the first to negotiate recreational
water releases with the TVA, and continue to pay out
hoards of money to have water released. Loathing rafters
is like biting the hand that feeds you.
I remember a time when cooperation, encouragement, and camaraderie were the norms on even the
busiest rivers. While I enjoy the whole play boating
movement greatly, it seems to have come at the cost of
courtesy. Maybe that is why there are such long waiting
lists for remote river expeditions.
ENJOY PADDLING!
- From a posting to the CCC email list.

River Rage
by Mike Kafsky
There is a seeming transmigration of rage on the
roads to rage on the rivers. Hostility should have no place
on the water. One reason many boaters like to travel and
play in rivers is to escape the daily rat race of living. Work,
driving, family, bills, home life, it can all add up to intense
stresses.
Very few people pay money or drive long distances to
experience additional stresses while paddling on a river.
The bottom line here is that everyone wants to enjoy
themselves, so wouldn't it be great if relaxing a little more
and observing a few written and unwritten river rules
would help to improve the atmosphere?
Here is a start!
1. Smile, even when you are side by side to a grumpy play
boater who is more focused on how he/she can out play the
other boaters in the rapid. Instead of getting mad try
smiling and saying nice things like, "Nice ride". Many
times that kind of supportive atmosphere confuses the
highly competitive grumpy boater. As the old saying
goes, "Kill 'em with kindness." I have actually seen this
work incredibly well with some very intense people.
2. Upstream boater moving downstream has the right of
way. Yes we all know this, but many times neglect to
seriously follow it. Rivers are full of all kinds of paddlers
with many different skill levels. It has become a known
skill to perform a last minute escape/dodge from an
impending boater coming downstream. Many beginner
paddlers get flustered when a play boater barely squeaks
out of the way at the last second, sending them many
times into trouble. While playing chicken is skillful, it is
uncool. Everyone likes to experience rivers in different
ways, and being courteous by providing a clear route is
the best way to create a fun, peaceful atmosphere. We
were all beginners once.

River. Unfortunately, with an inexperienced teenage
paddler in the bow and Alisa in the center, I was unable
to anticipate his unexpected lean and the canoe flipped.
I managed to right the boat with Alisa still in it,
although it was full of water. Now I had two in the water
and was fighting to hold the boat from floating downstream. All the while Alisa was screaming at the top of he
lungs. She has never forgotten that scary day.
Over time I have managed to get her back in a boat.

Neophyte on the Nantahala
River!
by Morris Friedman, The Vagabond
Thursday, July 25th was a momentous day in the life
of my 16 yr. old daughter, Alisa. It was the culmination
of years of coaxing, and encouragement. Very early in her
paddling experience, age five I think, I had taken her with
a group of high school students to paddle the Chestatee
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She still refuses to paddle in canoes. Let this be a warning
to those that paddle with very young kids. A swim can
really traumatize them, potentially scarring them for life!
When she was older, about 9 or 10, I started her out
paddling class 1 streams and some flat water rivers in
Florida in a Keowee recreational kayak. One summer we
paddled the Upper New River in a guided ducky trip,
camped overnight, and rafted the Lower New. I also have
a sea kayak that she has paddled in rivers and the Gulf of
Mexico.
Last summer I got her to take the K-1 beginner white
water training with Knox Worde, and she paddled the
Tuckaseigee. She had problems with the "Eskimo rescue"
and rolling was out of the question. Even though she's an
excellent swimmer, the fear remained. So last winter I
bought her a Torrent sit-on-top like I paddle and we have
been moving progressively toward faster and bigger water.
When Joan Steed proposed a jump trip to the Nanty,
I felt Alisa was ready. She had paddled the Hiwassee 3
times recently, and surfed in a hole on the Hiwassee
before being trashed, but remained calm and was proud of
having kept the boat upright for some seconds with a
brace.
We met at NOC with some other GCA members.
When all was well at the put-in, I gave Alisa a paddle
jacket. She said it was too hot, but I assured her that it
would be fine once she was on the river. Patton's run was
uneventful, unless you call, "Hey, that was fun!", an
event. She immediately was introduced to the importance
of eddies, and reading pillowed rocks became abundantly
clear.
The GCA crew was especially watchful and encouraging, since I had advised them that it was her first Nanty
trip. Rain threatened all day, but we were continually
entertained by the river and some of the commercial,
guided and unguided trip paddlers. It's truly amazing to
me how so many inexperienced paddlers can come out
unscathed from seemingly disastrous swims. Boy are
they lucky! Unfortunately, the odds are bound to catch up
with them.
Special thanks for the watchful eyes and support of
the other GCA members encouraging Alisa to advance her
paddling with surfing and ferrying. Although tentative
from her swim in the Hiwassee, she was enthusiastic. The
skills demonstrated by the other members of our group
focused her understanding of paddling white water.
This type of education doesn't occur during the basic
kayaking class, where fundamentals are the key emphasis. I'm especially appreciative of the attention Joan Steed
and Chuck Creekmore gave Alisa, advising her of particu-
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lar river features and giving an idea of rapids which are
coming up and proper approaches.
Chuck set her up to go through "The Bump." She
paddled it perfectly. He asked her how she liked it. She
hadn't realized she went through it. She thought it was
just another big wave hole she paddled through. This
indicated to me that her comfort level with these class 2/
3 rapids increased over the course of the day.
A long paddle like the Nanty and the variety of waves
and rapids is a great teacher. Although people comment
regularly how mature Alisa is, and she is, she's still a
teenager. To have another adult paddler give her direction and advice can be many times more effective than
that provided by their parent. Besides, another experienced observer may have a different and valuable view on
how to improve someone's paddling skills.
Did I tell you that I didn't wear neoprene on this trip?
Having paddled the Nanty many times before, K-1, OC-1,
OC-2, and rafting, I've rarely had to wear more than
polypro top, paddling jacket, paddling shorts, and AlpsPro sandals, due to a sunny day. Being an overcast day,
it was a mistake I won't make again.
By the time I got to Ferebee and the rainy lunch stop,
I was noticeable colder. By Surfing Rapid, I got the first
sign of shivers. Luckily, the ambient temperature rose
throughout the day and by the time we reached Lesser
Wesser Falls I was fine. Next time, I'll be better prepared.
You'd think I'd know better, but hey, sometimes, it takes
a new experience to be "older and wiser."
Alisa and a couple of other members opted out of
paddling the falls to watch some of us make our approaches. Joan Steed flipped, but maintained her composure. She called for an "Eskimo Rescue" and Chuck
provided it. It was a text book demonstration.
Although it was a long day, up at 5:30 a. m., leave at
7:00, drive three hours, paddle all day, and return home
by 9:00 p. m., it was a day Alisa and I won't forget. I now
believe she has a deeper understanding and appreciation
of my "Quest for Too Much Fun!".
Walter Howard would be proud. I miss him, but his
paddling legacy lives on.
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water, your craft will still become lodged on rocks countless times. In fact, navigation can become so torturous
that many paddlers do not enjoy the experience. If you're
going, be sure to allow ample time, take sunscreen and
plenty of liquids, keep a weather eye out for thunderstorms, and gird yourself for the always arduous two mile
paddle across the Carter's Lake re-regulation pool.
On June 28, Rome's Keith Hyde, Vernon Johnson
and I put on just above the "upstream" Highway 136
Bridge in Pickens County at 7:30 a.m. The sky was
overcast and the water level looked normal for the season.
Unfortunately, the water also appeared brown rather
than dark green as I remembered from prior trips.
It felt good to be back on the river. We paddled
beneath the bridge, negotiated a little drop, and entered
a stretch of five or ten miles in which the river winds
through dozens of rock gardens interrupted by intervals

Troubled Times for Talking Rock
Creek
by Daniel M. Roper
Canoeing Talking Rock Creek has always been a
delightful experience. Since my first trip in October 1989,
it has been my favorite paddling destination in Georgia.
The 15 mile stretch from the Highway 136 Bridge to the
Highway 136 Bridge (that is not a misprint) offers a full
day of rippling shoals, rock gardens, mild rapids, and
tranquil pools with plenty of fish, all sandwiched between
mountainous, heavily forested surroundings dotted with
numerous rocky bluffs. In the summer, river grass covers
much of the shallows, giving paddlers the impression that
they are navigating a lush, green maze.
For many years, I made it a point to paddle Talking
Rock at least once a year. With the advent of children,
however, my canoeing has tapered off drastically. Over
the past few years, I have only averaged about four
canoeing trips annually and it came as a surprise when I
checked my records and discovered that my last trip on
Talking Rock was in January 1997. It has been even
longer — 1994 — since I paddled during warm weather,
stopping for lunch and a swim at Cave Bluff.
So, when a friend called one afternoon in late June
and suggested we paddle the Rock, I agreed, anticipating
another pleasant day negotiating its scenic, challenging
rock gardens. Paddling Talking Rock in the summer,
when the water is low, requires some forethought. The
trip usually takes a minimum of eight to nine hours of
paddling. No matter how skilled you are at reading the

Keith Hyde near Cave Bluff on sparkling Talking Rock Creek,
October 21, 1989. Since then, water quality has declined due
mostly to land clearing and poor — or completely absent —
erosion control measures.
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Keith Hyde and Vernon Jordan negotiate one of Talking Rock
Creek's countless rock gardens.
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Keith Hyde enjoys lunch at Cave Bluff on June 28, 2002. The
bluff area is still scenic but poor water quality makes swimming uninviting and renders jumping from the ledges into the
water suicidal, since submerged rocks are no longer visible.
of tranquil pools. This stretch has several houses on the
left bank that have been there for years, but overall it is
remote, scenic, and heavily forested.
Several miles downstream, the creek tumbles toward a rocky bluff, turns right, slips through a few small
ledges, and passes the mouth of a beautiful cascade that
tumbles in from the left. On our trip, a magnificent
mimosa tree full of wispy pink blooms graced the point
where the cascade joins Talking Rock. To our dismay,
however, the hillside above has been denuded, leaving an
ugly, raw gash of red clay. A lot of that soil is making its
way into Talking Rock Creek, staining the water a repulsive reddish-brown. Whatever numbskulls are responsible for this pathetic situation are clearly in violation of
state (and possibly federal) statutes and regulations but

The Eddy Line

19

undoubtedly — and probably rightly — believe that they
can get away with it due to the site's remote location.
Unfortunately, this was not to be an isolated instance of abuse. There are many houses under construction in the creek corridor, threatening Talking Rock's
charm and ruining its water quality. We found many
instances of a total lack of common sense and land ethic.
On river right, somebody completely oblivious to the
concept of streamside management zones has bulldozed
the land beside the creek, uprooting large trees. On river
left, another person has cleared out more of those alwaystroublesome trees and bulldozed a dirt road straight up an
impossibly steep ridge. Whoever designed this black
diamond ski slope of a road needs his head examined.
Talking Rock Creek's terrific sediment load is unhealthy for man and animals alike. The fishing used to be
outstanding — bream, crappie, trout, red-eye bass, largemouth bass, and catfish — but has undoubtedly suffered.
Likewise, the three of us refrained from jumping into the
river from the rock ledges at Cave Bluff. This used to be
a favorite activity, but required sufficient water clarity to
spot deep pools free of dangerous, submerged rocks. On
June 28th it was impossible to see rocks just a foot under
the surface. Moreover, the thought of swimming in the
turbid, brown water was about as enticing as a dip in the
equally unsightly Oconee River below Athens or the
Oostanaula River below Calhoun. Yuck.
Despite the abominable water quality and encroaching development, Talking Rock Creek remains a delightful paddling experience. The shoals still sparkle in
sunlight; the river grass still forms intricate mazes; and
much of the creek's corridor is still wooded and mountainous. If you want to experience Talking Rock Creek before
it begins to resemble the Cartecay River at Blackberry
Mountain, however, you had better plan a trip soon. I will
always come back to Talking Rock but I will also increasingly lament that it was not protected like its nearby
cousin, Amicalola Creek. We missed the chance and will
not get another.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads of a
non-business nature are free to duespaid GCA members. Business-related and non-member ads are $5.00
for up to 50 words, $10.00 for larger.
Send your type-written ad to: Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Dr.,
Marietta, Ga. 30066, or email to
gacanoe@mindspring.com. PLEASE,
NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run for two
issues unless otherwise requested.
FOR RENT - Special offer to GCA:
Tybee Island cottages on tidal creek.
Effective Sept 15, stay 2 or more
nights Monday - Thursday, get one
night free. www.creeksidecottages
.com. (Home) 404.872.3734. (Cell) 404
.234.2779.
FOR SALE - Bicycle. Men's Trek
1200 Aluminum road bike -- needs
rear tire tube -- great condition otherwise -- $50. Christine @ 706.867
.6096.
FOR SALE - C-1, Milbrook expedition Kevlar lay-up, only 24 lbs. Very
good condition. Includes sprayskirt.
$450. Call Don at 864.638.5980 in
the Chattooga area.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mad River Outrage, mango color. Under 2 years
old, fully outfitted, in great shape,
kept indoors. Great white water
canoe. $650. Call John, 706.675.0649.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk Rodeo
with saddle and nylon bags. Very
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good condition. $550. 706.374.6317.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Old Town, 16 ft.
white water (flat bottom), red color,
plus two paddles. Price: $325-340
(cash). Chuck Zimmerman 404.272
.0958 mobile, 404.262.9492 home.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mad River Synergy, white water, 2000 model, 15.5'.
This top of the line canoe is complete
with wood gunwales and a Royalex
hull. Very light and strong. Professionally outfitted with Voyageur
saddles, knee and ankle pads, double
thigh straps, and 2 Voyageur nylon
flotation bags. This boat has been
used only four times and has been
stored inside since new. Excellent
condition. Steal this boat for $800
firm. Call Chad at 404.455.0143.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Riot 007, yellow, good condition, with spray skirt
/ shorty top in very good condition,
Norse paddle and Riot helmet. $450.
Call 770.877.0464 day or 770.748
.3994 night.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Perception Ultra Clean, practically new, orange.
$490 firm or will trade for Method.
Ted 404.533.7964.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Riot Slice, brand
new (won in raffle, I'm an open
boater), purple. Retail for boat is
$899, Will sell for $550. Call Allen at
770.426.4318, email canoeist@
mindspring.com.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Wave Sport
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Frankenstein. Good, economical beginner boat. Boat only, no floatation,
skirt, PFD; etc. Well-used, but still
has many seasons of use left. $225 or
best offer. Please call Tom at 770.977
.8971 or email mottbish@mindspring
.com.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Dagger
Ultrafuge, blue with white & black $425. Call me at 770.475.3022.
FOR SALE - Paddling pants, Mountain Surf Monsoon Pants, size XL.
Brand new with store tags. Retail
price at NOC store was $94.95. Asking $55. 404.636.9339.
FOR SALE - Paddles. 3 canoe
paddles, $5 each (these make great
spares): Mohawk 51", Mohawk 56.5",
Carlisle, 54". 2 right handed kayak
paddles: Schlegel Tech III, approx.
81" (205 cm.?), $60, Perception "old
school" paddle, approx. 77" (195 cm.?),
$50. Email lois.hogan@alum.emory
.edu or call 24/7 @ 770.592.6421 (leave
message). Gear is located in
Woodstock, GA.
FOR SALE - PFD. Small X-TraSport
PFD -- used twice -- $25. Call Christine 706.867.6096 or email at
christine.blumberg@nghs.com.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need members
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, etc. Call 770.421
.9729, leave a message.
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Nineteenth Annual
GCA Fall Gala Canoeing Affair
September 20, 21, 22
Nelson’s Nantahala Hideaway, Topton, NC
www.nantahalacampground.com
Reserved for GCA Members
Hot Showers, Meeting Room, Fishing, Biking Trails,
Hiking Trails, Horse Back Riding Nearby

Use Reverse Side to Make Your Reservations
Register Early — Late Fee Applies After September 12
CAMPSITES: $12.00/site/night for 1st 2 people; $2.00/night for each additional person (most
sites have power/water hookup; cannot reserve specific campsites)
CABINS: $45.00/night (sleeps 4 people, 1 bathroom, cable TV)
BUNKHOUSES: $4.00/bed/night (sleeps 12 people w/easy access to large bathhouse)
No pets allowed in cabins or bunkhouses — Must be on leash in camping area
FRIDAY EVENING:
FREE Trip Coordinator Mini-Clinic 7:00 at Meeting House
River videos afterwards: Bring your favorite river videos to share!
SATURDAY NIGHT:
Catered Picnic Dinner!
Hamburgers, Fried Chicken, Veggie Burgers
and all the accompaniments!
Almost All-U-Can-Eat
Price: $10.00 (Children 12 & Under $6.00)
Adventure Slide Show – To Be Announced
Bon Fire — Please Bring Logs!!
BOATING SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
8:30 a.m. Meeting House to Organize Trips
Rivers: Ocoee, Nantahala, Tuckeseigee, Little Tennessee, Pigeon,
French Broad, Nolichucky, Chattooga, Upper Chattahoochee,
Nacoochee Chattahoochee, Amicalola, Cartecay
Lakes: Nantahala, Fontana
For further information, contact:
Marvine Cole 770.475.3022 or MCsputnik@aol.com

GCA FALL GALA CANOEING AFFAIR
Registration Form
To Register – Fill out registration form below and mail QUICKLY (first come, first serve) with your check made out to
“GCA” to:
Marvine Cole
625 Glendalough Court
Alpharetta, GA 30004
770.475.3022
Name:_____________________________________________________________ Phone:________________________
No. in Party _________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Camping:
Number of tents @ $12.00/night (includes 2 people)
Fri. _________ Sat. ___________
$_______________
Extra people @ $2.00 each/night
Fri. _________ Sat. ___________
$_______________
Cabins:
(Kitchen, bathroom, cable TV) $45.00/cabin/night
Fri. _________ Sat. ___________
$_______________
Bunkhouse:
(Each sleeps 12) $4.00/person/night
Fri. _________ Sat. ___________
$_______________

SOLD OUT!!

Saturday Dinner:
# of Meals @ $10.00
Gourmet Hamburger ______ Fried Chicken ______ Veggie Burger ______ = ______ X $10.00 $_________________
# of Meals (12 & Under) _____ X $6.00 =

$_________________

$5.00 LATE FEE if post-marked after September 12:

$_________________

Make check payable to GCA

Grand Total

$_________________

Cook Helpers Needed Saturday Afternoon! Call Marvine – 770.475.3022
Trip Coordinators Needed! Willing to lead a trip Saturday or Sunday on:
Cartecay:___________ Nantahala:_______ Tuckaseigee:________ Pigeon:__________ Ocoee:_____________ Upper
Chattahoochee:_________ Chattooga:_____________ Other:______________________________________________
Lake(s):_________________________________________________________________________________________
NELSON’S NANTAHALA HIDEAWAY — TOPTON, NC
www.nantahalacampground.com
See website for a map/directions/cabin pictures/hiking trails/area information and more

