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Judge Rules for Public Access in New York

A state court judge has declared that recreational boaters in New York have a -

right to run rivers that flow through private land. The decision will undoubtedly
influence courts in other states to follow the current trend toward liberalization of river
access rights.

In acaseinvolving a section of the Moose Rlver which flows out of the Adirondack
Mountains, Judge James White stated that the historical test of navigability of a river
in New York - whether it was used for commerecial transportation - is an anachronism
and should be replaced by a recreational use test. Thus, according to White’s ruling,
if boaters are able to run a river, they have the right to be there.

White pointed out that a similar test had been adopted in several other states,
including California, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin.

The case arose after a group of boaters put in at Moose River Plains to run a 25-
mile-long class II stretch to the town of McKeever. T'welve miles of that section flows
through a 53,000-acre parcel ofland owned by the Adirondack League Club which many
years ago posted no trespassing signs on the river bank. Tom Kligerman, one of the
paddlers, said the group sent aletter to the club informing it of the plan to run the river
in order to test the long-time ban in court. Kligerman said the State Department of
Environmental Conservation had informed local police officers that boaters had alegal
right to be on the river and that they should not respond torequests by the club toarrest
trespassers there. However, the club brought a civil suit against trespass and a
declaration that the river is not navigable.

The boaters requested a summary judgement on the grounds that the river is
clearly navigable, since they had just navigated it. However, the Adirondack League
Club presented an expert witness in the field of fluvial geomorphology who contended
that the Moose is not navigable due to “the high gradients through the rapids, its low
water depths, lowdischarge, and high width-depth ratios.” White ruled that since the
river’snavigability is an unresolved issue of fact, he could not grant the boaters’ motion
for summary judgement, and the case would have to be tried. Kligerman said the
boaters have appealed on the grounds that the river should at least be declared
navigable under a commercial use test, since it was once used to floatlogs. The appeal
will be heard in May [1994].

- From NORS/CURRENTS, Spring 1994. X

September GCA Social Meeting

The September GCA Social Meeting will be held at the First Baptist Church of
Decatur Activities Building on Clairmont Road in Decatur September 15 at 7:30 p.m.
This month's program had not been finalized at press time, but will undoubtedly be
entertaining. Refreshments will be served, as always.

Togetthere, gonorth on Clairmont from the Decatur City Square, and the church
is a block or so on the left. Or coming south on Clairmont from Buford Highway / I-
85 / North Druid Hills, the church is on the right about 1/4 to 1/2 mile past Scott
Boulevard., The Activities Building is behind the Sanctuary, adjacent to the athletic

field. b4
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Americans throw away
enough glass bottlesand jars
every two weeks to fill the
World Trade Center.
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for
your convenience:
Forgeneralinformationabout
the club - Call the club telephone
number, 421-9729, and leave a
message. Someone will get back to you.

To volunteer to help with club business - Call
President Evelyn Hopkins at 875-2574 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of interest.

For information on payment of dues or membership
status - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at 266-3734.

To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the trip calendar.

To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Cruisemaster Louie
Reynolds at 404-227-0039.

For change of address or for EddyLine subscription
information - Call Ed Schultz at 266-3734 or David
Newbern at 373-2464.

If you didn’t receive your Eddy Line - Call Ed Schultz
at 266-3734 or David Newbern at 373-2464.

For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic
coordinator listed on the clinic schedule, or call Canoe
Training Director Sherry Spurr at 461-8760, or Kayak
Training Director Bruce Williams at 404-231-5624.

For information on roll practice - Call Roll Practice
Coordinator Scott Bellue at 441-0008 (H) or 913-3696 (W).
For information on placing want ads in the Eddy
Line - Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 426-4318,
or see “To place an ad” in the Want Ad section of the Eddy
Line.

Forinformation on commercial ads-Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538.

For water level information - Call the number for the
particular river listed in the back of the GCA Directory, or
call the TVA Water Resources Line at 800-238-2264, or
call Go With The Flow at 992-3200.

Board Meetings

Georgia Canoeing Association Board of Directors meet-
ings are held on the first Thursday of each month. All
members are encouraged to attend. The meetings are held
at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center on Peachtree
Street at Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30 P.M. Ask
at the front desk for the room location, as it varies from
month to month. Ifyouhave an item for discussion, please
call President Evelyn Hopkins at 875-2574 so she can add

your item to the agenda. Attending Board meetingsisa

great way to become more involved with the GCA. >

Submitting EDDY LINE Material

Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next EDDY LINE is the fifth of the month, i.e., for the
January issue, material should be submitted no later than December fifth. The editor must receive all articles, trip
reports and classified ads by the deadline or they WILL NOT be published in the next issue. If you have access to a
computer, please submit articles or trip reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 inch IBM/DOS formatted disk as an ASCII file labeled
with a ".txt" file extension, or as a text file on a 3-1/2 inch high density MacIntosh formatted disk, and include a printed
copy (Disks will be returned only if specifically requested). We can also accept Word Perfect version 5.0, 5.1, and 5.2,

and Microsoft Word for Windows files in IBM/DOS format, as well as some other word processing program files. Contact
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 426-4318 for specifics. TO SUBMIT ARTICLES VIA MODEM, Call Allen at 426-
4318 for instructions. Our modem supports most transmission speeds and protocols. All classified ads will be run for
two months unless otherwise requested. Send all material to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta, Ga. 30066.
Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be accepted. Your cooperation is deeply apprec1ated

THE EDDY LINE is a publication of the Georgia Canoeing Association, Inc. Views and opinions expressed in artlcles
and editorials are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the official views and policies of the club. Articles
and trip reports are edited only for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vulgar or obscene language, and to fit in allocated
space. No substantive changes are made in any material published herein. THE EDDY LINE is not copyrighted, and
all material published herein and not individually designated as copyrighted may freely be copied, reprinted,

republished or otherwise disseminated to any other paddling organization. Credit is appreciated.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are
freetodues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: AllenHedden,
2923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.
30066. NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-

WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run

for two issues unless otherwise
requested.

FOR SALE - Bicycle, Ross 12-speed
men’s bike. Excellent condition,
handlebarbag, rearrack, $150. Leave
message, Martin, 448-3005.

FOR SALE - Canoe, Dagger Caper.
Fully outfitted for solo or tandem.
Good condition. $400. 371-8667
evenings, leave message.

FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk Blazer
16'fiberglass, extra heavylay-up $245.
Days 656-6539 Evening 971-0779.
Chuck, Marietta, Ga.

FOR SALE - Canoe, Blue Hole
Sunburst. Saddle, Knee pads.
Excellentcondition. $525. Mike: 934-
5842.

FOR SALE - Canoe & Kayak, Old
Town Discovery 158, green, 15' 8",
used four seasons on class 2-3 white
water, $250. NoahdJeti kayak, yellow,
spray skirt, rear air bags, $350.
Dennis Crain 633-6487.

FOR SALE - Canoce, Mohawk 16'
white water tandem, red, with end
and center air bags, great condition.
$450. Alan 404-304-2215 or 404-362-
6687,

FOR SALE - Canoe, Whitesell
Piranha, fully outfitted, stored
indoors, $800. Also 2 Perception
saddles, one with foam block and foot
braces. Carol Mercer 373-6683.

FOR SALE - C-1, Perception
Gyramax, float bags and skirt.
Excellent condition. Stored indoors,
used mostly forlake work. $450 O.B.O.
873-6400. :

FOR SALE - C-1, Perception
Gyramax, red, good condition. Comes
with Bushsport spray skirt, paddle.
$350. Daniel 404-370-0495.

FOR SALE-C-1, PerceptionSlasher,
excellent condition, includes air bags
& spray skirt. Beautiful boat, rarely
used. Call Martin at 448-3005.
FOR SALE - Cataraft, Aire Panther,
four tube bladder system,
acknowledged to be the safest and
most maneuverable inflatable raft.
Currently set up asoarrig, but canbe
paddled. Many extras. Excellent
condition. Cost $2700, sell for $1500
or best offer. Instruction and shake-
down trip included. Call 706-546-
5727.

FOR SALE - $200 Certificate toward
purchase of a new outfitted Piranha
Lite from Canoes by Whitesell, Ltd.
(Good thru 1994). Will sell for $100.
Call Mary Vachon at 352-4718.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Dagger
Response - 1994 model, never used.
$675 firm. 803-795-1684 after 6 p.m.
FOR SALE - Kayak, WaveSports
Lazer, plastic, yellow, good condition,
includes airbags & spray skirt. Great
buy at $350. Leave message, Martin,
448-3005.

FOR SALE - PFDs, 2 Extrasport,
size small (35-39" chest). One new
Rogue (short high-float model), blue,
$50. One Squirt Plus (used once)

blue/purple/black, $60. Call Bruce
Williams 231-5624 (H) or 529-0679
(W).

FOUND - Kayak paddle, found on
Tellico River. Call Dave at 404-252-
6962.

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need volunteers
to serve on committees, label and
mail newsletters, ete. Call 421-9729
and leave a message.

HELP WANTED - Chattahoochee
Canoe & Raft Rental, Roswell, Ga.
Part time weekends, some weekdays
available. Assist with canoe & raft
rental on the Chattahoochee River.
Lots of fun, good working
environment. Position available
through October. $4.50/hr. Chuck
Gregory 656-6539 day 971-0779
evenings.

HELP WANTED - ACA certified
canoe instructor to work on a
regularly scheduled basis. All
instruction on site at Chattahoochee
Canoe Rental in Roswell, Ga. Most
instruction is scheduled weekday
evenings with occasional weekend
instruction. $10.00/hr. Contact
Chuck Gregory, Day 656-6539
Evening 971-0779.

WANTED - Canoe, Old Town
Pathfinder. Call Tim at 706-788-
2973 after seven.

WANTED - Canoce, tandem white
water. Call Brian at 423-7206.
WANTED - Kayak, Perception
Dancer XS, or other suitable kayak
for child. Call Mary Vachon at 352-
4718. =
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RIVER TERMINOLOGY

Boil - A “mound” of water, sometimes called a pillow, caused
by the current being pushed toward the surface by an
underwater obstruction—usually a rock

Channel - Where the main river course goes, or a Suppos-
edly, navigable route through obstructions in a section of
river.

Chute - A narrow channel between obstructions that is
faster and steeper than adjacent water.

Difficulty rating - A standardized classification as to
navigability of a section of river, or a measure of skill level
necessary to “safely” paddle a river section.

Drop - A steep, sudden slope as compared to the adjacent
water. May be a fall if the drop is vertical or nearly so.
Eddy - The area behind or downstream of an obstruction, in
which the currents swirl upstream toward the obstruction.
The Eddy is defined by a line separating the downstream
current from the upstream current, and canbe either vague
or well defined.

Falls - A drop over which the water falls free vertically at
least part of the way.

Fast water - Generally meant to refer fo rapids but can

mean swiftly flowing water without obstructions.

Ferry - A maneuver in which the paddler uses the force of
the current to move his craft laterally across the current.
Flat water - Lake water or river current where no rapids
exist and eddies are slight.

Haystacks - Large standing waves at the base ofa chute or
other fast-flowing water as it enters relatively still water.
Heavy water - A great volume of water in a rapids section
creating greater-than-average turbulence. Also, lake sur-
face in a strong wind where wave action is great. -
Hydraulic - See Hydraulic Jump.

Hydraulic Jump - A physical phenomenon caused by a
descent of water flowing over an obstacle, resulting in
standing waves, haystacks, rollers, stoppers, souse holes,
and/or reversals.

Keeper - a manifestation of a hydraulic jump, which will
have the tendency to hold you and your boat in the keeper’s
recirculation of water.

Ledge - A projecting stratum of rock that restricts or
partially dams a stream flow.

Pillow - see Boil.

Probe - The lead paddler who sets the pace. Usually a
strongboater that has developed an ability to read theriver.
Good river manners dictate that all paddlers stay between
the probe and the sweep boats. :
Rapids - A section of river characterized by a steepening of
terrain, increased water speed, obstructions, and turbu-

lence.

Riffles - A shallowsection of river flowing across a gravel or
sand bottom, creating small waves; also known as a gentle
rapids.

Slack water - Stream flow without rapids or riffles.
Souse hole - A variety of white eddy in a powerful current,
characterized by foamy back flow and a surface level lower
than that of the surrounding water.

Standing wave - A wave that accompanies the decelera-
tion of a current; a haystack.

Stopper - A manifestation of a hydraulic jump, which has
the tendency to stop your forward momentum downstream.
Sweep boat - The last boat down a stretch of river. A safety
measure to make sure no boats are left behind on the course.
Trip leader - The qualified paddler in charge of a group of
boats and paddlers on a trip.

Trough - The hollow or depression between two waves.
White eddy - The eddy formed by water thatis flowing over
an obstruction, characterized by a marked and highly
aerated (bubble-filled) back flow at the surface.

White water - Rapids with a great deal of aeration. .
Wild water - Long stretches of untamed white water; also

a type of race.
-From “The Watershed”, newsletter of the Tennessee Scenic
Rivers Association. £

The Novice
by Nancy Burns

With paddie in hand | stood on the land,

and murmured real low, "Which way do we go?"
When the wind's really blowin'

there's no way of Knowin'

if the river is flowin'

the way the wind's blowin'.

But somewhere I'd heard, tho' it sounded absurd,
that the wind in this case always blows in your face.
So with this in mind,

| left the others behind,

and paddled ahead,

while they went downstream instead!

- From the Houston Canoe Club Newsletter

S )
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

September

1 Board of Directors Meeting -- Members Invited Atlanta Jewish Community Center
3 Wild Card Class 3-4 Advanced Will Reeves 404-325-5853
5 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann 404-522-3469

Class 4-5 Advanced
Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate

10 Chattooga Section IV
11 Hiwassee
11 Flint (Yellow Jacket)

404-995-9023
404-633-6487
404-477-9747

Adrian Freeman
Dennis Crain
Jim Patsios

11 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Gerard Aberson 404-262-7212
15 Club Social Membership Meeting -- Entertainment -- Fun!! Karla Bowman 923-0954
17 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Patrick Gourley 404-422-1689
17 Upper Hooch - Nacoochee Section Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Carol Mercer or 373-6683
Riverkeeper Watch Trip See Article on Page 7 Sally Bethea 816-9888
18 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Julie Keller 404-939-0202
24-25 River Safety & Rescue Clinic David Martin 351-8208
24 Chattooga Section IV Class 4-5 Advanced Roger Nott 404-536-6923
24 Hiwassee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jay Harrell 404-634-2174
" 25 Wild Card (Ocoee?) Class 3-4 Advanced Hank Klausman 404-587-0499
October
1 Broad (Bring the Kids) Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jeff Engle 706-548-5015
1 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Alicia Rezak 404-296-8179
6 Board of Directors Meeting -- Members Invited Atlanta Jewish Community Center

10 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Louie Reynolds 404-227-0039
15 Chattooga Section IV Class 4-5 Advanced Roger Nott 404-536-6923
16 Upper Etowah Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Elvin & Nancy Hilyer 404-493-6209
20 Club Social Membership Meeting -- Entertainment -- Fun!! Karla Bowman 923-0954
22-23 Chattooga Overnighter Class 2-4 Advanced Joan Farrell 404-634-9294
29 Lower Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Roger Nott 404-536-6923

Wednesday Evenings May Thru September - Roll Practice at Stone Mountain Lake - 6:00 till ? - Scott Bellue - 441-0008

SAFETY NOTICE: Although paddling is a very safe sport, there are some inherent dangers in paddling white water.
Loss or damage of equipment, personal inijury, and even death are possible. Trip coordinators will take all reasonable
measures to help participants paddle safely, but neither they nor GCA can ensure that accidents can be avoided. Trip
coordinators may not permit paddlers with inadequate experience or unsatisfactory equipment to be a part of their
group. If you have questions, be sure to discuss them at the time of pre-registration.

For Information On Current Water Levels Or Impromptu Trips: Call John Upchurch or Mark Brown of Go With
The Flow at 992-3200.

To Volunteer To Lead Trips: Call the Cruisemaster Louie Reynolds at 404-227-0039. As usual, we need trip
coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule depends on the
efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!
Chattooga Trips are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS regulation). Your
cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
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GCA Library Items
Available

People Protecting Rivers: A Collection of
Lessons from Successful Grass Roots
Activists
Northern Georgia Canoeing - Otey &
Sehlinger

Walter Howard, GCA Librarian, has
the following videotapes and books available to any GCA
member. All you have to do is call Walter at 706-694-3557
to find out what is available. The cost is $3.00 per tape or
book for postage and handling.

Videos:

Expedition Earth-Bio Bio in Chile-Nolan Whitesell
Canoes by Whitesell-Nolan Whitesell

Ultimate Canoe (Niagara Gorge & Other Rivers) - Nolan
Whitesell )

Pirst Descents (North Fork Payette) - Nolan Whitesell
Only Nolan (Canoe Technique) - Nolan Whitesell

Path of the paddle: Quietwater - By Bill Mason

Path of the Paddle: Whitewater - By Bill Mason

Kayak Handling - The Basic Strokes. Fox, Richard

A Second Helping - A Review of Kayak Basics. NOC
River Rescue - The Video. Ford, Anne R. & Bechdel, Les
Southhern Fried Creekin' - Wayne Gentry (Hair-boatingon
Southeastern creeks)

Grace Under Pressure

Solo Playboating! - Kent Ford (Instructional - solo tech-
niques)

The Kayakers' Edge - Kent Ford & John Davis (Instruc-
tional - kayaking technique

Books:

Song of the Paddle - By Bill Mason

Path of the Paddle - By Bill Mason

Paddle to the Amazon - The World’s Longest Canoe Trip

Whitewater Home Companion: South-
eastern Rivers '

The Chattooga Wild and Scenic River. Boyd, Brian

The Digest Book of Canoceing

A Canoeing and Kayaking Guide to the Streams of Tennes-
see, Vol I .

River Rescue - Bechdel & Ray

The Georgia Conservancy’s Guide to the North Georgia
Mountains '
Brown’s Guide to the Georgia Outdoors

Canoeing & Kayaking - American Red Cross

Mountain Getaways in GA, N.C. & TN. Hoffland, Rusty

Donations to the GCA Library have been made by the
following:

James Gathany

Barry Hahn

Walter Howard

Smokey Mountain Sports

Nolan Whitesell / Canoes by Whitesell

Any/ alldonations or loans to the library are welcome. Send
them to:

Walter Howard
303 Charolais Trail
Cohutta, GA 30710

Phone 706-694-3557 KL

Announcements

High Falls Park Reopens

High Falls Park, the access point for Town
Creek in Northeast Alabama, reopened on July 2,
1994. Normal hours for the park will be 8:00 a.m.
until sunset.

Tellico Gauge Now on TVA 800

Number
by Joe Greiner _

When you call 1-800-238-2264, you will now hear 23
stream flows in cubic feet per second. The two added
gauges are the Little River at Townsend and the Tellico at

=

Lo/
~

Tellico Plains. The TVA owns the Tellico gauge and
gets the information from it by phone.

Guess what? They use 615-253-7951 (the
number we used to call to get beeper info) to get
their gauge info at 3600 baud. Ifyou have called it
recently and heard a longbeep - you've just listened
to adata transmission. THE BEEPER FUNCTION
HAS BEEN REMOVED! :

Don’t bother to call the “old beeper number” any
more unless you just want to run up a phone bill or unless
you have a 3600 baud modem and want to try figure out
the data. We can now get the Tellico flow in cfs from their
800 number. I am working to get the Tellico gauge moved
up the list. It is currently about 15th or so and I'm trying
to get them to move it up to about third to seventh. »>&
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Former wives and girl friends lined up for food stamps and
AFDC checks. Former childrenlearned to steal and make
whiskey again and sell their bodies and cadge a meal and
look pitiful and hustle.

Hope was not lost, though. Someone - not a local, of
course - discovered that the Ocoee is a pretty good class
III-IV white water river and, lo and behold, has water
most of the summer due to power generation.
Gentrification reared its well groomed head as hoards of
paddlers from Atlanta, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and ev-
erywhere else, made the Ocoee their summer playground.
They wanted places to sleep, a good cheap meal, and gear.

Money was made, a little hope was restored, the sun
shone through the red morning dust. And it wasn’t too
bad either. There was a natural limiting factor - the skill
and exertion required for paddling. Inevitably, though,
everyone discovered that they could make money from the
Ocoee. Rafting was born. Put as many people down the
river as possible, charge what the market will bear, damn
the traffic, damn the noise, damn the danger, damn the
river...

Even the locals and the bureaucrats caught the
fever. TVA joined the rush when managers realized that
recreational paddling could provide what their pitiful
little outdated hydroelectric generators could not provide
- a power base for their bureaucratic domain. Dams were
revitalized, flumes were stored, mandates re-defined,
releases re-scheduled, and jobs rescued.

Locals realized that they could sell their whisky and
food, camping spots, bodies, shuttles, and poorly run river
trips to just about anyone with a buck. And what they
couldn’t sell they could steal while the suckers were safely
away on the river.

The Ocoee became the Great American River Dream,
a money making machine for everyone.

But it just wasn’t enough, was it? The boondoggle to
end all boondoggles (until the next boondoggle) just had to
happen, didn’t it? The Olympics were awarded to Atlanta,
that cesspool of over-development, and the Ocoee just
naturally became the site for the white water competition.

Fine, great. The Ocoee is a nice class III-IV run.
Continuous, lots of eddies, not threatening. Just the type
of river racers like. Besides, it’s already ruined for real
river running. Convert it to a slalom course. Have a nice
day.

Okay? Noton your life. The river isn’t quite perfect.
Besides, making it a slalom course will hurt commercial

rafting. Business will suffer. Let’s use the dry river bed”

upstream. Fine, even better. At least it will be a river
again.
Still not enough? Let’s build our own river up there.

Let’s make the rapids man-made to suit our concept of
what paddling should be like in a perfect world, one where
nature has no part. It'll have easy, showy, safe rapids,
drops designed so that racing boats can demonstrate their
useless moves. We’'ll cut down all those obstructing trees
and move all those inconvenient rocks so we can have lots
of grandstand space, lots of room for vendors, lots of
facilities, room for the media, the traffic, the fans, the
hucksters.

Why not? The place is good for nothing else now. It’s
been exploited since time immemorial. The natives won’t
care. The river is dead. We'll all get rich.

It'll be a sight to behold. Itl be bigger than the O.J.
trial.

Itll put East Tennessee back on the map. Who'll
dare stand in our way?

Who indeed? We'll just pack up our paddles and find
another river to enjoy. The New? No, it’s long gone. The
Pigeon? Hold your nose. The Yough? You’ve got to be
kidding. The Grand Canyon? The helicopters will get
you. The Middle Fork? Only in designated campgrounds.
The Russell Fork? Watch out for rafts. The Lehigh?
Watch out foreverything. The Kennebec? Only ifyou pay
to put on. The Upper Yough? Watch out for the gunfire.

Like any slum, the Ocoee can be rescued, not to its
former self, but to become a monument to some new breed
and folly. What we really need down there is not a man-
made slalom course, not grandstands, not TV and world-
wide coverage, not more rafts, not the Olympics. What we
need is to paint that dam wallblack and etch on its face the
names of all the rivers already sacrificed to our greed and
foolishness. Then, every morning when the dam’s trickle
of tears becomes a torrent, the Ocoee will cry for all of its
sister rivers.

Etch the names in small print, though, so we'll have
room to add to the list...

- From “Paddle Georgia”, newsletter of the Central Georgia
River Runners. X

Low Brace

Both handsremain low and outside the boat for an effective low
brace. The control hand may be lower as long as the hip snap
is initiated with the blade near the water surface.
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boulders. Much of what I had seen so far was runnable in
high water, except for some downed trees and brush, but
here Icame to a huge boulder pileimpassable at any water
level, and a bitch to portage. Even without a boat,
climbing around was hard.

Above was a sandy channel, and I could see Green
Creek entering at a crook in the river. There were
property signs on the north bank of the creek, and just
upstream on the Chattooga, a big white sign hung from a
cable, announcing as at Grimshawes Bridge that the
Whiteside Cove Ass’n, Lessee, forbid trespassing and
patrolled the property. I could hear a waterfall just out of
sight. Ifigured I had two USFS maps showing the fallson
public rather than private property, so Iwaded up to have

a look.

It was a shocker, a monolithic wall of rock maybe 25
feet high and 60 wide, with a tortuous, pot-holed slot cut
down one side from which today’s low flow was pouring. I
climbed up the south bank to the top of the wall. Upstream
the Chattooga was pooled and seemed to have little
gradient. The rest of the stream up to Grimshawes is
unquestionably on private property, though within the
Wild and Scenic River boundary. I hope it will be pur-
chased eventually.

Back down at Green Creek, I looked for a short cut
back to my car. I contoured up the west slope, but it got
awfully steep before I reached the trail.

- To be continued in October. Y

The Weeping Wall
by Bill Hay

The wall stands, silent in the early dawn. Water
seeps down its face. Tears for the victims.

Just up the road, the tall building stands proud. A
lone figure opens the gate in the barbed wire fence and
enters the grounds. He unlocks the heavy steel doors and
enters the structure. He puts his lunch pail in his locker,
grabs a cupof coffee from the automatic maker, and heads
for the control room. There, facing a panel of dials and
displays, he prepares to turn on the generators, prepared
to add a drop of power to the world’s gullet, to feed its
restless energy.

Up the road even further, a red glow lights up the
early morning sky. The air is red with dust as trucksroar
out of the earth itself. Furnaces spew fumes to the sky.
Trees, so tentatively re-established in the tortured soil,
wince.

Large trucks roar down the narrow street, hauling
goods past this place to more profitable markets. A local
looks up, grimaces at the noise, and returns to his work.

A tense city stirs to life. Zippers are zipped, stoves
are rattled, coffee is brewed, showers are taken, last
night’sbeer cans, carefully hidden from the armed guards,
are placed in trash bags. Silently, a government em-
ployee, arrogant in his power, cruises, collecting trash
and taking notes of potential violators.

Down the road, a bus has started. A crowd of happy
campers queues at its folding door, tittering nervously at
the adventure ahead. A local, a former whiskey maker,
checks the air brakes before opening the door to yet
another day of humdrum. He thinks briefly of the woman
that he met last night, the woman from some place in
Michigan, shakes his head once and attends to his duties.

The ghost of a seine fisherman passes the weeping

wall as a trickle of tears becomes a torrent.

Another day begins on the Ocoee - the Harlem of
Rivers.

It’s a case study in contemporary American decay,
the Ocoee is. From pristine wilderness, to marginally
productive agrarian backwater, to mining boom town, to
rural slum, to gentrified vacation wonderland, to what-
ever comes next.

It started, who knows how or when. Perhaps when
some Indian cast the first stone in the river to re-direct the
flow and enhance fishing. Perhaps when the first crude
stone dam for a grist mill wasbuilt. Perhapswhentheslag
from the first smelter was dumped into the clear waters.
Perhaps when the first fish died an unnatural death.

But, Etiology aside, it is clear that the big govern-
ment project to save the Covites and to provide cheap
power for Tennessee and the world was a major stepin the
process. Well, TVA did provide cheap power and factory
jobs for those whose bottom land farms were flooded,
whiskey operations destroyed, and families dispersed to
Chattanooga, Atlanta,and whereverelse. It also provided
power for the bureaucrats in Nashville and Washington.
But did it do anything else except ruin a bunch of good
rivers and acres of productive land?

Sure. It was progress. It was the project to end all
projects.

Then, just when the formerly outrageous had be-
come the status quo, just when the locals had adapted and
moved on to some factory job and gotten a little john boat
to fish on the lakes or in the pools in the rivers that were
still there, the mines failed, the land died, the pools silted
in, the fish disappeared.

The land became a scar visible from miles in outer
space and little else. Former mine workers moved away
to work some other vein. Former farmers planted pitiful
stands of scrub pine to hide the gullies in the red dirt.
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Sixth Annual Southwestern

Canoe Rendezvous

HOUSTON, TEXAS — MAY 1994. The HOUSTON
CANOE CLUB recently announced the sixth annual
SOUTHWESTERN CANOE RENDEZVOUS will be held
October 7-9, 1994. The symposium will be held on Lake
Raven at the Huntsville State Park, 60 miles north of
Houston, Texas.

The SOUTHWESTERN CANOE RENDEZVOUS is
the largest paddle sport show in the country. The public
is invited to participate in the many activities that in-
clude: clinics, workshops, on the water demos, exhibi-
tions, family entertainment, competition, raffles and an
auction benefitting river conservation efforts.

Over fifty clinics will be taught by leading instruc-
tors from all over the country. Clinics will be available for
beginners to advanced paddlers. Specific instruction will
be given in all types of paddle craft, including flat water
canoes, white water canoes, sea kayaks and white water
kayaks.

Major manufacturers and retailers of canoes, kay-
aks and paddle sport accessories will be on hand to display
their products. This event allows the public to “test-drive”
any of the hundreds of types of boats that will be dis-
played. Many manufacturers will be unveiling their
newest product lines.

Regional, State and National competitions will be
held. The AMERICAN CANOE ASSOCIATION, who co--
sponsors the event, will be hosting Interpretive Free-style
Competition, sailing regattas and outrigger canoe races.
The TEXAS CANOE RACING ASSOCIATION, organiz-
ers of the Texas Water Safari, will hold many classes of
competition. The GREAT TEXAS DUTCH OVEN COOK-
OFF will be held again at this year’s event, in cooperation
with the Dutech Oven Society.

The HOUSTON CANOE CLUB is a non-profit orga-
nization whose purpose is the promotion of canoe sport
and is active in conservation, recreation, racing and
instruction. The club is celebrating its thirtieth (30th)
anniversary in 1994. The club is open to the public and
has over two hundred members.

The AMERICAN CANOE ASSOCIATION (ACA) co-
sponsors the Southwestern Canoe Rendezvous. The ACA
is recognized by the United States Olympic Committee as
the governing body for competitive paddle sports. The
ACA is the leading organization in paddle sport safety
education, river conservation, public policy and competi-
tion.

Additional information and registration packets can
be obtained by calling the Houston Canoe Club at (713)

467-8857, or by mail, P. O. Box 925516, Houston, Texas
77292-5516.

CONTACT: deffery L. Buchman, Public Relations
Chairman, at (713) 361-3352, John Mark Harras at (713)
546-8237, or Lolita Stricker at (713) 782-3102. £

Pigeon River Releases 800

Number

by Joe Greiner

The Pigeon River below the Carolina Power and
Light Waterville power plant now has an 800 number that
you can call. Between the Champion Shootout on the
Pigeon River and several raft companies using the river
for recreational rafting of passengers out of Gatlinburg,
CP&L seems to be ready to assist the paddling crowd with
information that will help us enjoy this river.

The number is 800-899-4435. The recording is
updated on Friday afternoon and gives the next seven
days anticipated releases. You will hear that releases may
vary due tolake levels, rainfall, equipment problems, load
levels, etc.

Then the recording will tell you which hours should
have “flows suitable for recreational purposes”. It issilent
onjust how much that flowis. During the Week of Rivers,
the flows encountered seemed sufficient that some of the
rapids felt Ocoee-like. In Benner’s guidebook, he men-
tions that lower flows will be Nantahala-like.

In my experience, an inspection of the first 1/2 mile
or so as you drive upstream to the power plant from the I-
40 Waterville exit will tell you - Ocoee or Nantahala. If
you are a logbook keeper, do not just look at the number
of turbines that they are using. Make a quick visit to the
plant and the operators have been happy to tell me how
many cfs they are releasing at the moment. Ifthey tell you
how many KW they are generating, ask them to convert
that to cfs, since the same number of KW can be generated
at different flows depending upon number of turbines,
head in the lake, and efficiency of the turbines.

The water quality is not good, but the most com-
monly heard phrase is “It’s better than the Haw”, Do not
expect a clean, fresh smelling Nantahala-like water qual-
ity. It’s tea-colored, and right at the power plant, there is
an odor. The odor disappears downstream. After a mile,
I was used to the tea color.

Benner’s guide does a good job of explaining the two
sections below the plant. He talks about 5 miles from
Waterville to Hartford and then another five mile stretch
to the next takeout. I found hisdescriptions tobe accurate.

The only thing I would add to the guide is something
that a trip did early at the Week of Rivers. I overheard it
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at amorning meeting, and I wish I knew who to give credit
to. Last year, several groups did the whole ten miles to
“see it for themselves”.

Included in what we found was a stretch about 3/4
mile longof continuous, excellent ledges, surfing paradise
(I call it “The Miracle Mile”), about two miles below the
Hartford take-out. At least two 1994 trips I know of
extended the Waterville to Hartford trip by taking out at
the bottom of that surfing section. Both trips bright-eyed

reported that as a great way to end the trip.

To set shuttle, just take off at the Hartford exit, find
Hartford road and follow it two miles downstream. You
will know you are in the right spot when the Pigeon River
and Hartford road cross underI-40 such that they are both
on the right/north side of I-40. Hartford road will THEN
be on river right and I-40 will be on river left. Look at the
ledges, salivate, find an appropriate parking spot and
enjoy the seven miles to that spot.

Conservation Corner

Georgia ForestWatch Workshop

Georgia ForestWatch was formed in 1987 when the
management plan for the Chattahoochee and Oconee
National Forests was finalized. In 1986 the management
plan was appealed by The Wilderness Society, The Sierra
Club Georgia Chapter, Atlanta Audubon Society, Friends
of the Mountains, Georgia Botanical Society, the Georgia
Conservancy and Trout Unlimited. In 1987 the appeal
wassettled and volunteers from these organizationsbanded
together to form a group to monitor timbering and road
building activities of the Forest Service.

Today, ForestWatch is 400 strong with activists at
all levels. Some ForestWatch volunteers go into the for-
ests to look at projects that have been proposed for cutting
or to look for threatened or endangered plant species.
Others prefer to write letters to Congressmen in support
of measures to protect the forests. Some activists had
rather analyze and comment on environmental assess-

Waterfalls of the Blue Ridge
(New Book)

Your guide to over 100 waterfalls from
Bryson City, through the Smokies, all
along the Blue Ridge Parkway up to the
Shenandoah National Park.

A copy has been donated to GCA library
but you can order your own.

GCA members get 20% discount off list
($14.95).

Send $11.96 + 1.67 postage to:
Steve Bordonaro
75 Idlegate Ct.

Alpharetta, Ga. 30202

ments issued by the Forest Service.

These activities are not as intimidating as they may
seem. We have many knowledgeable and experienced
ForestWatch activists who are willing to teach others.
Each year we have a training workshop in the Chatta-
hoochee National Forest where you can meet other activ-
ists and learn how to monitor stream quality, identify
threatened and rare plant species, and monitor visual
quality, among other things.

This year our workshop will be held at Camp
Wahsega, just north of Dahlonega, on October 1st and
2nd. The cost is low and it’s fun. For registration
information contact Shirl Parsons at The Wilderness
Society at (404) 872-9453. =

Riverkeeper News

If youre one of the 2.6 million people in north
Georgia who depend on the Chattahoochee River for
drinking water, you know how important this magnifi-
cent river is to your health and well-being. You probably
also know that the Chattahoochee provides many other
environmental, recreational and economic benefits — not
the least of which is paddling!

Daily, the Chattahoochee is stressed and degraded
by athousand “insults”, such asuntreated sewage, animal
waste and pesticides from farms, and sediment from
urban development. Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
Fund, a new nonprofit environmental organization, was
created earlier this year to focus attention on the river
(from the headwaters to West Point Lake south of Atlanta)
and to serve as a ‘lightening rod’ for citizen concern.
Initially funded by Atlanta’s Turner Foundation,
Riverkeeper is finding support from many different sec-
tors, including GCA.

Central to the success of the Riverkeeper organiza-
tion is the involvement of volunteer Riverkeepers who
help expand the group’s awareness of problems along the
river by using their eyes, ears and noses to document hot
spots. With the support of the GCA Boardof Directors,
Carol Mercer (GCA Conservation Chair) and Riverkeeper
Sally Bethea have created a joint project to periodically
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appreciate them). Emergency extraction is possible along
the railroad right-of-way just above the river. Half way

down, the town of Eagle Mine perches 500' or so above the

river. There is one 12' blind drop and several other hard
drops with keepers. One kayaker said, “They’re runnable
— but I'm walking!”

Gore creek is not discussed in the book. It runs
through Vail and ends in the Eagle just below Minturn
and just above Minturn chutes. If you happen to stay in

Vail, run the Gore. It is constant class III and resembles
the upper Nanty, except it’s high alpine. You can put on
or take out anywhere along the Vail complex or along the
Eagle.

Upper Gore Canyon can also be paddled. Drive
through East Vail and take the access road under I-70.
The campground provides the lowest put-in, or portage 2-
3 miles up the canyon for more of a scenic run two or three
notches more intense than Daddy’s Creek Gorge. 5

Without a Paddle

The Drop at the Top: Way Up On

the Chattooga River

Part Two of a Seven Part Series by Gary DeBacher

Drive north on hwy 107 into Cashiers, NC, and turn
left onto Whiteside Cove Rd. When you come to
Grimshawes Bridge, walk up the trail to see the three
falls. The USFS owns this little patch, but below the
bridge hangs a sign by the Whiteside Cove Ass’n, Lessee,
forbidding trespass.

Next follow the road SW until the pavement ends,
where you will see a sign for Whiteside Cove Cemetery on
the left. Drive in, keeping to the right at forks, and soon
you’ll see an unmarked trail angling off to the right, the
northern end of the Chattooga River Trail. Park as best
you can, trying not to get blocked in or to block others.

The trail angles uphill to the southeast, tops out and
turns south. You can hear falling water far below, and the
other side of the narrow Chattooga valley can be seen
through the trees. Soon the trail turns SW, away from the
river, to skirt a side stream. Ifyou are in a hurry to reach
the river, you might contour down that stream cut. It will
put you on the river at the bottom of the steepest and most
exciting portion of the “cemetery” section. But Istayed on
the trail, around the head of the stream cut, where other
old trails intersected. The river trail proper turns east
and starts contouring down toward the river. It then
turns south and follows the steep west bank of the river,
finally coming down close to the water in a narrowsection.

Ifyou were to follow the trail downstream, you'd find
alovely sloping dropinto a large, flat pool with some large
rocks for lunching and looking. (This presents as a 6' by
6' falls in winter months.) Below, the Chattooga runs
gently, shaded by trees, to Norton Mill Creek, about which
more next time.

When I reached the river, I waded in and turned
upstream instead. This section was narrow with low
gradient, clear pools skirting sandbanks, some big chunks
of rock or giant hemlocks fallen in from the banks, and

here and there the characteristic NW leaning bedrock
slab formations. There was no litter, but a thin layer of silt
testified to upstream agriculture and development.

I'waded and walked upstream into a more open area
next to a large island, bounded on the east by a dry
overflow channel. After a few more twist and turns
upstream, I saw a length of iron water pipe on a sandbar.
Checking the east bank, I found the cabin shown on maps
of this section. It was accessed by an old road coming
upstream from a ford to the west, and by a jeep trail
dropping down the eastern Chattooga Cliffs. The cabin
gets some use by hunters and hikers.

Upstream from there were some rocky rapids, and
then a very long still pool. I passed a midstream island
covered with wash down timber, a rocky outcrop area,
some steps ascending NNW, and then a pretty area where
a stream tumbled in from the west. This was the stream
the trail skirted several paragraphs ago, down which you
might come to short-cireuit this jaunt.

Looking upstream to the NNE, the increased gradi-
ent was obvious. The little river was cluttered with huge

The Chattooga River emerges near the top of the
USFS Wild and Scenic River land holdings.
- Photo by Gary DeBacher
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through it. Consequent drainages occur as a river seeks
its course through weaker rocks avoiding ridges and other
barriers (the Little River canyon largely represents con-
sequent drainage).

I also learned about stream piracy, the process by
which one river snatches another from its bed. Streams
grow headward, lengthening by extending their headwa-
ters upstream. When the upper end of one stream erodes
the same upland surface as another, the stage is set for
stream piracy.

A larger quantity of water, a softer bed, or a steeper
gradient may give one river greater eroding power, so the
divide between them shifts toward the weaker river. The
stronger stream grows headward more rapidly, eventu-
ally penetrating the other’s channel and capturing its
flow. The Savannah river pirated the Tallulah and
Chattooga from the Chattahochee.

The bulkof the book is organized by river basin. Iran
* or scouted Cache la Poudre, Boulder Creek and Clear

Creek in the South Platte River Basin; Brown’s Canyon -

and Parkdale on the Arkansas; the Eagle River and Gore
Creek in the upper Colorado River Basin.

Ifyou do Colorado like I did, you will land in Denver
and immediately drive to Boulder. Check in to Foot of the
Mountain Hotel (303-442-5688) in Boulder Creek Park,
100 meters from the slalom gates, and 4-56 miles from
Boulder Outdoor Center. Rent a boat and warm up in the
gates. If you are an advanced paddler go for upper Clea.r
Creek the following day (pages 217-219).

Clear Creek is about 45 minutes out of Boulder,
drops 105-160 feet/mile for 15 miles, and can be run
between 200-1,000 cfs (call 831-7135, Division 1, Station
99 for current levels). Clear Creek is the closest thing to
a southeastern technical creek hair run that I saw. Itis
continuous class IV-V (with some major holes and boulder
sieves) and runs alongside Hwy 6 beginning at the I-70
ramp.

pAlthough there are other rivers around Boulder, I
recommend going to Cache La Poudre (pp213-216), which
parallels Hwy 14 above Fort Collins. The book describes
seven runs over 40 miles and ranging from beginner to
advanced. There are several NFS campsites and river
access is easy. Near the top, Kinikinik Run, a beautiful six
mile stretch, gently meanders through a broad, high
mountain glacial valley backed up by Home Moraine.

The next 17 miles are considered advanced. I did
Rustic and Race Course runs (a bit harder and more
intense than Spring Creek, NC). If you are really cool, do
the Big Narrows, two miles of hard class V. Although the
book does not describe the upper Poudre, drive past

Sleeping Elephant Campground and check-out Poudre

falls, a stupendous three-stage class VI drop right next to
the highway.

If you've gone this far, go ahead and hike the upper
upper Poudre. If the river’s up and you can stand
portaging a mile or two, gofer it. This is a very intense

" high (9,000") Rocky Mountain creek run. Lookslike a high

volume version of White Oak above the Nanty.

I spent two days on the Poudre and thendrove (about
5 hours) to the Arkansas. The Arkansas Basin begins at
the northern end of the Rio Grande Rift and stops drop-
ping 130 miles and 4,000 vertical feet later after Royal
Gorge. The basin was first described in 1810 by Zebulon
Pike, who got lost searching for the source of the Red River
(he discovered Pike’s Peak instead).

The Royal Gorge was first boated in 1871 by Hank
Meyers, a lumber jack. The Royal Gorge war was fought
between 1878-1880 by the Kansas Pacific and Santa Fe
railroad companies. I paddled Brown’s Canyon (pp 243-
246) and Parkdale (247-251). I'm going back indJuly to run
the Numbers (240-243) and Royal Gorge (251-255).

Hwy 285 closely follows the Arkansas with multiple
access points, many camp sites and cheap hotels. Every-
one I met was friendly and we always picked up at least
two or three other boaters looking for someone to paddle
with (too bad they were all kayakers). Hitchhiking was
easy from take-outs back up to put-ins.

The Arkansas averages 32 feet/mile overall (75 feet/
mile in the Numbers and 60 in the Gorge). Not a terribly
impressive gradient by Georgia creekin’ standards, but
three things put it in perspective. First, it flows around

2,000-3,000 cfs through a channel less than half as wide

as the Ocoee. Second, the drop is unremitting, there ain’t
a lot of easy eddy hopping. Finally, this bad-boy derives
from snow melt not too far away. Ambient air tempera-
ture may be 90 degrees in the morning but by afternoon
winds come out of the snow capped mountains (ifyou have
a dry suit wear it).

Finally, I scouted the Eagle River and Gore Creek.
The Eagle begins at Leadville (elev. 10,152") across the
continental divide from the Arkansas. The Eagle has two
significant stretches. The most difficult, Leadville to
Minturn, drops 440’ over four miles of class IV; the 29 mile
middle section, Minturn to Eagle, averages 47'/mi (max
60) of class ITI/IV. The middle section parallels I-70 with
beaucoup access.

The river is too small to run between Leadville and
Redgcliff. The upper run can begin where the Redecliff road
leaves hwy 24, but the classic runstarts in Redcliff. There
is a really neat looking B&B in Redcliff. The Eagle cuts a
deep canyon, which was extensively mined and has many
ruins and artifacts (too bad you will have no time to
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monitor the upper Chattahoochee. Twice ayear, GCA will
paddle each of the four river sections above Lake Lanier
and complete an assessment survey, noting evidence of

~ human activity such as land disturbances, pipes, trash,

ete.

Inearly June, a GCA group including veteran mem-
bers Carol Mercer, Brannen Proctor, Bruce Rowan, Rick
& Barbara Rogers, Rhett Smith and friend paddled from
Hwy 255 to Duncan Bridge Rd., known as the “Smith
Island / Regular Hooch section”. In addition to picking up
trash and playing in the rapids, the paddlers conducted a
physical inventory of this stretch of the Chattahoochee.
Photographs were taken to use in comparison with later
trips, and forms were completed for filing in the Riverkeeper
office (in Atlanta). :

Of particular note in the Smith Island section was a
development which included a swimming pool, RVs, and
small homes constructed literally on the banks of the river
downstream of the confluence of Blue Creek and the
Chattahoochee. A state law restricts any land distur-
bance within 100’ of a trout stream unless a variance has
been granted by the Georgia Environmental Protection
Division. (The Chattahoochee is a state-designated trout
stream from the headwaters to I-285 south of Atlanta.) At
the Riverkeeper’s request, EPD is investigating this en-
croachment within the 100" buffer. The Riverkeeper
plans to meet with the White County inspectors to high-
light the importance of protecting the river corridor and
complying with state and local laws.

On September 17, GCA will sponsor another Upper
Hooch canoe trip down the Nacoochee section of the river
below Helen. Again, paddlers will enjoy a float and help
Riverkeeper watch over the river. If you want to be
involved with this project, call Carol Mercer at 373-6683
or Sally Bethea 816-9888. You can also write Upper
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper at P.O. Box 7338, Atlanta,
Georgia 30357. We askyouto commit to runningoneriver
trip per year on a section of your choice, Nacoochee, Smith
Island, Regular Hooch Section, and Brandon Bridge.

Look for information on Riverkeeper’s Fall Fund
Raising Bash currently scheduled for October 21 at the

Hard Rock Cafe, featuring guest speaker Bobby Kennedy

Jr., counsel to the original Riverkeeper organization on

the Hudson River in New York. K

Futaleufu River Targeted for
Damming

Suddenly and unexpectedly the Futaleufu River in
Patagonia, Chile, became a prime target of Chilean power

"companies planning to build a dam.

September

Ah, love, could we find but one :
Of all the dreams we lost

Would we pick it up again

Regardless of the cost?

Would we trade September's days

For what we missed back then

Would we take a different portage, now
Or do our route again?

Almost asleep in the canoe
In the quiet of a weedy bay
You touch the question carefully
And smile, as if to say:

It doesn't matter how rough the route
When you've finally camped in peace
Sometimes the shelter matiters most JU—
And the passage matters least e

The Futaleufu River, born in the Los Alerces Na-
tional Park in Argentina near the Chile-Argentina bor-
der, curves west into Chile traversing spectacular moun-
tains. While in Chile it flows with unparalleled clarity
through several deep canyons, whose many rapids are
world famous. The Futaleufu ends at the ocean near the
coastal town of Chaiten.

The Futaleufu River and town are in the X region,
Region de Los Lagos, Provincia de Palena. Until 1985 this
mountainous region was fairly isolated fron|izthe rest of
Chile, and was only accessible from Argentin{a. Because
of this, many Chileans are only vaguely aware of the river
and the natural beauty of the area.

A unique mix of modern and traditional ways per-
vades this community. Farmland and forest share the
land along the river. Farmers raise cattle, sheep, goats,
wheat, oats, and other crops with the ages-old assistance
of oxen and horses.

Electricity was introduced to the town in the late
1980°s. The main mode of transportation is still horse-
back. Yet the phone system is based on a sophisticated
satellite system. The community boasts a highly devel-
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oped educational system and an outstandingliteracy rate.

The habitants are proud of this rugged and beautiful
area their ancestors settled. When they discovered the
hydropower threat to their farmland and lifestyle they
exploded into action. They began holding emergency
meetings to attempt to block the power companies’ acqui-
sition of their water rights. The Committee for the

Advancement and Defense of the Futaleufu and its Fco-
system (CODDERFU) was formed. With help they lodged
a protest and began the process to save the Futaleufu.

Our goal is to preserve this river and land by empow-
ering the Chileans of the Futaleufu area to champion this
cause. FUTAFUND, a not-for-profit group, has been
created in the US to facilitate and support the efforts of the
CODDERFU in Chile. The Futaleufu community is
adamantly opposed to the dam, but they lack the experi-
ence needed to reach their goal. FUTAFUND exists to
advise and support their efforts, and in doing so, promote
awareness and education of environmental matters in
Chile.

FUTAFUND is striving for a positive solution, one
that achieves the goal of saving the river from damming,
while attending to the other interests involved. To this
end, we are researching alternate power sources in the
region, as well as promoting the area as ultimately more
valuable to Chile as a protected natural resource than a
hydro-electric project. We feel this goal needs to be
approached with a non-combative attitude. We will not
focus on “winning” or “losing” the Futaleufu River and its
region, but will work toward a solution that is mutually
beneficial to the interests in the region. The wider our
perspective in approaching this challenge, the higher our
potential effectiveness.

We have gained fiscal sponsorship of an established
non-profit group, E1Bosque Pumalin, established to assist
in the preservation of wilderness in Chile for the benefit
of the global environment. Through this fiscal sponsor-
ship we are able to avoid the unnecessary expenses of
creating a separate non-profit legal entity. Our objective
is to keep expenses at a minimum so that the highest
percentage of the money we raise goes directly to Chile.
This will enable the CODDERFU to communicate their
plight and pay for legal fees.

Most farmers surrounding the Futaleufu River make
an average of $3000 (US) per year. They need financial
support to help champion their cause, raise the awareness
levels for their unique region and battle the proposed
power projects.

The Futaleufu needs your help. Contributions, even
very small ones, will make a big difference in this effort.
Contributions are tax deductible. Ifyou wish to be kept

informed of our progress, or if you would like to volunteer
some of your time to this effort, please let us know. We
appreciate your interest.

Thank you!

FUTAFUND PO Box 4536; Modesto, CA; 95351 702
Magnolia Ave; Modesto, CA; 95354 phone 209-572-
FUTA (3882), fax: 209-522-5511
- The preceding is the text from a brochure prepared by
FUTAFUND, a US group formed to help stop the proposed
dam on the Futaleufu River in Chile. I pulled it off of a
posting on the Internet. As you may know, Chris Spelius,
formerly of the NOC, currently runs trips on the Futaleufu,
and describes it as ‘the best kayaking river in the world.”
- Steve Cramer =<K

Metro Hooch Cleanup

A joint Georgia Canoeing Association/Atlanta
Whitewater Club cleanup of the Metro Hooch was held on
Saturday, May 21, as part of the second annual Help the
Hooch River Awareness Day. Twenty paddlers cleared
the river of trash between Powers Island and U.S. 41.
They were part of over 1000 volunteers who did land-
based and water-based cleanup of the Chattahoochee
River National Recreation Areas, and sections of the
Metro Hooch and Flint Rivers.

Paddling kayaks were Nick Baker, David Cox, Betsy
Frick, Pam Johnson, John Karry, Stephen Rowan, David
Wallace, Inge Webb, and David Wilson. Paddling canoces
were Mack Anthony, David Ashley, CarolMercer, Brannen
Proctor, Bruce Rowan and David Rowan (tandem), Jason
Schnurr, Myles Smith, Beth Wilson, and Andy Warshaw
and Shannon Warshaw (tandem). Doing land-based
clean-up on Powers Island were Arthur Blankenship,
Mike LaForest, and Sandy Lane. That’s not a misprint;
AWC President Beth Wilson was indeed paddlingan open
boat, but just for this occasion.

While the kayakers could not hop in and out of their
boats to gather trash like the canoers could, they went in
close to the banks to pick up trash in the water, and
reached up onto shore with their long paddles to scoop up
cans and bottles. The kayakers then handed off the items
they collected to the canoers to deposit in the large bags
they carried in their boats.

Enough trash to fill 40 bags was plucked from the
river. So much trash was collected that the group had to
drop off bags along the way at Devil’s Race Course,
Jumping Rock, and Rottenwood Creek, in addition to the
bags deposited at the Paces Mill takeout at U.S. 41. The
Park Service arranged for disposal of all the trash col-
lected. At the Park Service’s request, a special effort was
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8) Not all boats roll the same. Boats with no initial stability,
and/or alowvolumestern, (i.e. squirt boats, racingboats and
the like) tend to roll easier with a sweep roll.

9) The point hasbeen raised in the past that if a studentdoes
not have the physical propensity to properly execute a C to
C roll (i.e. a lack of forward and lateral flexibility), then a
sweep roll is a viable alternative. Looking from a safety
standpoint, a student that doesn’t have the ability to tuck
and arch to the side probably shouldn’t be kayaking at all
until 2 modicum of flexibility is achieved.

The fact is that they are both excellent, safe rolls - if
you do them correctly. They start in the same position,
finish in almost exactly the same position. Inbetween, the
C to Croll uses two motions to get to the finish, the sweep
roll takes one. Heck, these rolls are more similar than they
are different. What’s the big problem? Why all the back
stabbin’, name callin’, superiority trippin*? Who cares? A
roll is a roll when you've already got one... So the question
we should be addressing is not “What is the best roll?”, but
“What is the best way to teach beginners?”. Certainly
without prejudice.

I’'m not going to speak for my friends, and certainly
not for the NOGC, but I will speak for myself in saying that

. the roll I introduce to beginners to is the C to C roll. If

there is a need to teach the sweep roll from the start, I do
so. My reason is that the C to C progression is very
empirical, which fits my teaching style. Beginners learn
safe, effective eskimo rescues, bracing and hand rolls, in
the process of learning how to roll. There are other

reasons as well, but that’s beyond the scope of this letter.
What I really want to address is an attitude toward
professional instruction in general...

What really pisses me off is your statement, “Is it
money?... Paddlers should ponder the motives of those
being paid to teach, exclusively, a method that is harder
tolearn.” Just whatis that supposed to mean? Howdo you
know of this C to C exclusivity you repeatedly speak of?
We are hired by NOC because we are effective teachers -
nobody tells us what we must teach.

And what does money have to do with anything?
NOC is an employee owned company, and I happen to be
anemployee. I've no regrets regarding my lifestyle - even
if I come in below poverty level income. So don’t think for
one second that money has anything to do with what we
teach. If you knew anything about professional instrue-
tion you'd realize that money isn’t a motivating factor. It’s
our passion, not a paycheck, that motivates us, unlike so
many other jobs in today’s world. Heck, it’s almost a
religion around here. So to accuse someone of letting
money get in the way of knowledge is almost calling them
a whore. We are not. We are simply teachers.

Think about it, how would you like it if I came into
your office Monday morning and told you how to do your
job?

Sincerely offended,

Tom DeCuir, Producer, “Grace Under
Pressure - Learning the Kayak Roll”
NOC instructor/ instructor trainer &

Book Review/Trip Report

The Floater’s Guide to

Colorado

by William C. Reeves (The Hawk)
The Floater’s Guide to Colorado. by Doug
Wheat. Falcon Press. Billings, MT, 1983.
ISBN 0-984318-16-6. 296 pages, $12.00,
available through REI, Go With the Flow,
NOC.

I had to attend a meeting in Vail
Colorado in late May and took five addi-

tional days off to canoe with Lindsay Meeks, an emigrant’

GCAer. Ifyoufind yourselfin a similar situation between
April - July, buy The Floater’s Guide to Colorado and go
for it. It’s not necessary to bring your boat. Boulder
Outdoor Center (303-444-8420) in Boulder, Colorado,
rents an open hoat (H2Pro), C-1’s (Cascade and Slasher)
and all types of kayaks at low rates. Most car rental
companies will throw on a roof rack for free.

)

Even though it is ten years old, The
Floater’s Guidé remains current. Doug
Wheat doesn’t just catalog access points
and rapid ratings, he begins the book with
a fascinating discussion of Rocky Moun-
tain river geology, and prefaces each sec-
tion with novel accounts of local geologic
and human history. “Journeying down a

. river without some awareness of events of
deep time and landform development
would be like walking through an art
museum without knowledge of art.”

I learned that there are three ways
by which rivers make canyons. Antecedent canyons
result when the contracting or shriveling of the earth
causes rocks to fold athwart the course of a river and the
river maintains its level as the mountains are lifted up
(the New River Gorge is an example of antecedent forma-
tion). Conversely, superimposed canyons are excavated
when a river, in the course of cutting through sedimen-
tary layers, encounters a buried obstruction and cuts
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Lower Toccoa River
by Roger Nott

Saturday, July 16, 1994. We had 22
paddlers in 15 boats and divided into two
groups, with Rachel Gates aptly shepherding
the second group, which included most of our
adults only boats. No, I don’t think they took (& D
their clothes off (though they did seem to be
smiling a lot when we met them for lunch).

This trip was billed as a children and youth

trip: no adults allowed unless accompanied

by a responsible person under 18. Our seven
youngsters, ages 10 to 14, did allow some old folks without
members of the younger generation, but mostly made
them stay to the back of the river.

The river was fairly high, 1.91 on the gauge, making
the going much easier than at the usual low summer
levels. This suited our many beginning paddlers well,
except that the big rapid at the start of the Narrows (just
before our take-out) was more squirrelly than usual and
perhaps an honest class IIL. It contained a curler that
wanted to flip boats left, and succeeded with many of us.
We had a regular river rescue clinic at the end of the trip,

with several of us carrying back up and
flipping two or three times!

The clear water felt good, however, and
some of us took several intentional swims,
including many of the older and younger
kids. Swinging from the rope and floating
swiftly down the deep narrows at the take-
out were particularly popular.

Our wet but smiling crew were: Pat and
Robby Brugliera and Susan Oehler in kay-
aks; Mike Bilello, Mike Christison, Rachel
Gates, and Nick and Peggy Moore in solo
opens; and Doug and Peter Ackerman, Chris
and Rosemary Bilello, Jim and Justin Greear, Billy and
Robert McKinley, Claire Morin (visiting from Laon, France)
and Roger Nott, Beth and John Nott, and Betty and Jack
Taylor paddling tandem open.

Thanks to the folks at the Toccoa River Valley
Campground near Dial for allowing us to putin at and use
their beautiful property (a fine place to camp and a good
spot to spend the night on a two-day trip down this lovely
class II stream). I had a great time and enjoyed the
company of the third of our group who pigged out at the
Pink Pig in Cherry Log on the way home.

Letters to the Editor

The following letter was received by theeditor of
The Eddy Line from Tom DeCuir in response to
an article published in a recent issue of the
newsletter. The opinions expressed in this letter
are Mr. DeCuir’s, not those of the Nantahala
Outdoor Center.

Mr. David Bibbs,

I read your letter to the Arkansas Canoe
Club newsletter with more than topical inter-
est. It struck me as written by someone who
isjustalittle mad at “professional instruction”
or perhaps the NOCin general. Ifyou've ever
visited NOC, and you are mad at us, I'm sorry for what-
ever it was we did. We try to have everyone who visits us
leave with one of those warm, fuzzy feelings... So, instead
of writing an angry, illogical, defensive letter immedi-
ately, I decided to write an angry logical one after a few
weeks of thought. Here are a few things we need to clear

up. .
1)Youstate that the C to Croll takes longer tolearn. Survey
says, EERRNNK!!! (Family Feud sound for “wrong an-
swer”)

2) You state that NOC “obsessively” teaches the C to C roll
“o the exclusion of all other methods”. EERRNNK!!! Sweep

roll, Cto Croll,youname it, we teachit. Theonly
thing we’re obsessive about is excellence.

3) You state, “...the undeniable fact is that C to
C rollers seem to revert to the sweep roll when
inapinch.” EERRNNK!!! -Thanksfor playing...
(Although many C to C rollers will forget to
release their control hand on their off side roll,
thereby causing it to become more sweepish.)
4) Your friend, the C to C proponent, whom
you've seen sweep rolling (OH-MY-GOD) may
or may not practice what he preaches, but trust
me on this - people use C to Crollsin white water
all the time. Spending two to three hundred
days a year boating, most of them teaching, has
made that obvious to me.

5)We wouldn’t force a C to C roll on someone whose learning

style didn’t match the teaching style of a roll (i.e., a student
with a very kinesthetic learning style). It would be stupid
to discourage “an otherwise promising paddler.”.

6) Ifastudent has a workable sweeproll, we teach sweeproll
refinements.

7)Youcall the C to Croll a fad. Bell bottoms were a fad -they
have/had no function (besides looking cool...). “Fads” that
are used continually and withstand the test of time aren’t
fads. People use what works. Both the Cto C and the sweep
rolls work.
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made to clean up the islands where debris had accumu-
lated during high water.

The trash collection included the usual paddles,
tennis balls, aluminum cans, plastic bottles, articles of
clothing, and shoes of various descriptions. Some of the
cans had been around for a while since they were of the
pull-tab variety. Amazingly, many of them were still in
good shape.

There were also a few unique items including a quilt,

arug, a shrub, and a Tiki torch. There was even a watch,
and yes, it was still running. The day’s haul included 6 or
8 tires, which was more than the usual number found on
one of these trips. One of the tires had to be taken away
from a snake, who had been reposing inside it.

All those who participated got a great-looking Help
the Hooch T-shirt for their efforts, as well as having a fun
day on the river. Coordinating for the GCA was Brannen
Proctor, and for the AWC was Bruce Rowan. >

Safety

Ocoee Incident

by John Parker

My buddies and I were eating lunch on the rock at
Double Suck Saturday when we heard the wail of an
ambulance siren. Then we noticed a crumpled red kayak
on the right shore.... Not again.... They whisked the
victim off who seemed to be OK except for his legs. We
continued eating, speculating as to what had happened,
and watching some spectacular raft crash-and-burns in
the bottom hole. Some guys came over from the right bank
to eat and we asked them if they knew what happened.
Not only did they know - they were involved in the rescue.

Apparently it’s very similar to what happened last
summer - akayaker wasnear the leaky eddy onriverright
just above the drop (and just right of the main tongue)
when his bow went under a rock and got pinned. Before
he could react, the current folded his boat, pinning his
legs. He flipped and his head went completely under for
about 30 seconds. Luckily these guys in another group
saw it happen and responded quickly. Two guys jumped
in the water and held the victim’s head up while others (3?
4?) got a rope rigged around the bow and pulled the boat
free. Apparently they were able to free the boat by pulling
downstream with no mechanical advantage. The para-
medicsdidn’t think either of the victim’s legs were broken,
but they hauled him off to the hospital to check him out.

I hadjust beeninthateddy - doing one of my favorite
eddy-hop sneaks. When they pointed out to me the rock
that had pinned the boater, I noticed that it’s undercut on
the downstream side. It’s a large rectangular rock on the
right side of the eddy, maybe a boat length from shore.
The boat was a Perception Proline (bulkhead braces)
either Corsica or Dancer (I couldn’t tell, and felt it would
be too ghoulish to ferry over and look). If his legs are not
broken, it’s probably the bulkheads he has to thank for it.
But they did NOT prevent folding / entrapment. Don’t let
bulkheads lull you into complacency!

Another observation - we saw a guy, apparently one

of the victim’s buddies, loading the crumpled boat on a car
along with a blue wave ski that I had watched going down
Second Helping sans owner.... The swimmer had beenon
the right bank 15 feet from the road - but he JUMPED
INTO THE WATER to catch up to his boat. I remember
thinking “These guys are in way over their heads on this
river - I hope they have sense enough to get off.” But
nobody (including me) said anything to them. At the time,
I thought it would pretty pretentious to ask them to walk
- but now I realize that Life and Death trumps the hell out
of social graces. I won’t hesitate next time.

- From the newsletter of the East Tennessee Whitewater
Club.

Little River Safety Lesson

by Hank Klausman

This started as an impromptu trip report, but 1
decided it was more important to turn it into a safety
lesson. The location was the Little River in Alabama on
July 9, 1994, We normally never have enough water for
this Class 4 and 5 deep gorge run in the summer. How-
ever, Georgia was having the Great Flood of 1994 and the
wettest July in history. Some friends had run the river the
day before, and reported the gauge was at 7 to 9 inches
over zero, which is medium to high.

When we put on the next day, the gauge was about
3 inches over zero. However, all the side streams were
really kicking in, and I saw water cascading over the cliff
walls when we ran shuttle. This was fine with me because
I had never run the three miles above the normal Chair
Lift put in, and there were only three of us in kayaks - me,
Jack and Mary. No last names to protect the innocent/
guilty. All of us were experienced, but only Jack had run
the top section years earlier, and his memory seemed to
fail him every time we saw a horizon line. In fact, it was
so embarrassing that we got to the take-out still looking
for one of the Class 5 rapids which we ranin the first hour.

So, with a lot of scouting, and some cautious pad-
dling, we managed to come through Roadblock, which is
a Class 4 rapid immediately after the put in. We encoun-
tered the next rapid almost immediately, and it looked
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very serious from upstream. We later learned it was
Humpty Dumpty, which was a definite Class 5, and the
rapid we were still looking for at the take-out. Since Jack
was not sure what we had here, we all scouted from river
right. We still could not see the routes well, so I got back
into my boat and caught a micro eddy on river left just
above the first ledge. This allowed me to scout from river
left.

Boy, was I glad I took a look here! The apparent
route from the other side was completely wrong. I would
have tried to cut against a strong current to dropinto abox
eddy with very difficult exit problems. It was clear the
first drop needed to be run straight down the middle
tongue over about a 6 foot drop. Of course, right after the
drop, you had to get far right to avoid a really bad looking
drop into a narrow crack with a severely undercut rock.

The second drop required you to start on river right
and run at a 90 degree angle across the river down a 12 to
15 foot chute, which merged with the undercut flow. At
the intersection, I promptly flipped. Fortunately, this was
the end of the rapid, and I was in a big pool. Mary ran it
fine, but Jack decided to portage.

We don’t remember passing the normal Chair Lift
put-in. At another class 4 plus rapid, which I sort of
remembered as Bottleneck, Jack still was not sure what
we had. I happened tobe in the lead here, and was already
committed in the first eddy above the rapid. Both the
others scouted from the right bank, and signalled the
right side was the only way to run. With complete
confidence in my partners’scouting, I went ahead and ran
this blind.

With this much water, this fall had three distinct
drops. The first part was a left curling chute, which was
very smooth. Then a drop into a wave/hole where water
went completely over my head, but didn’t stop me. Imme-
diately next was another drop through another wave/
hole. We all later recalled that at lower water levels,
Bottleneck is only one big drop.

We were past all the big rapids when our surprise
came. By now we had become more spread out. Mary was
several hundred yards ahead and out of sight. I was about
100 feet behind Jack, as he entered no more than a Class
2 or 3 rapid. However, near the bottom were two partially
covered rocks, about six feet apart side by side. Youreally
could not see from above if both these were rocks or waves,
and Jack apparently decided they were waves. The nose
of his boat hit the left rock, and the force threw his stern

against the right rock. In an instant, Jack was pinned
sideways, still upright, but tilted upstream.

Water was pouring over his cockpit, so he didn’t dare
release his cover, because water would fill up the boat and

pinhim inside. I was able to eddy right below Jack behind
one of the pinning rocks. I tried to push him with my
paddle, and he pulled on my blade. Not much else I could
do there, since we were in mid river. Jack tried to rock the
front or back of the boat off, but it was locked solid. I
signaled to him to pop his spray skirt, but he shook his
head and yelled too dangerous.

Fortunately, for years now I have carried a throw
rope IN FRONT of me, so I could reach it without getting
out of my boat. I originally carried it there for my own
protection, in case I got pinned. Then I could throw it to
some nice person, who could pull me and/or my boat to
safety.

On this occasion, I threw one end to Jack, then
paddled to the right bank. I had to get out of my boat for
more leverage. After Jack finally attached his end to his
cockpit rim, I was able to unpin his boat. He washed over
both rocks sideways, and flipped. The rocks or the flipalso
released his spray skirt, so Jack was not able to roll before
filling up, and had to swim. Luckily, there was nothing
bad below.

This scary experience made us realize how lax we
can get about safety. Ijustread recently how an Olympic
Gold Medalist almost drowned on the Ocoee River due to

-complacency. Maybe someone is trying to send us a

message. Well, it got my attention. Here is what I
learned, and will try to practice in the future:
1. Every boat should have a throw rope. The reason is, you
never knowwho will need help. Sometimes the pinned boat
needs to have the rope.
2. Every paddler should be able to reach hisor her rope from
their NORMAL paddling position. This means kayakers
should carry their rope in front, and open boaters within
arm’s reach.
3. Every paddler should be in sight of at least one other
group member AT ALL TIMES. Except for the point and
sweep boats, all paddlers in a group should be in full view of
the boats BOTH BELOWANDABOVE atall times. Anyone
can get in trouble so fast, even on easy stuff.
4. And finally, neverrelax safety precautions, evenin “easy”
rapids.

I would appreciate any comments on this, either in
a Letter to Editor to be published, or to me personally.
Here’s to safe - and not just lucky - paddling. £

Your chances of getting hit by lightening go
up if you stand under a tree, shake yourfist at
the sky, and shout, "Storms suck!"

- Johnny Carson.
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Slim’s Place

by Slim Ray

The following comes to us courtesy of Alan August, editor of
The PADDLER, newsletter of the RI Canoe Association. He
says, “T've posted or uploaded a bunch of Duke Wavewalker
adventures, and so far they’ve been true but funny. This one
is true, but not at all funny. It is about what can, and did,
happen when a Class VI boater forgets to take a familiar
Class IV river seriously.”

Damned Close Call

by Duke Wavewalker

We paddle the new and unfamiliar with an air of
reservedness and caution. We carry the necessary gear
and keep track of each other. There is a touch of paranoia
in running a creek for the first time. We scout more, take
the “Girl Scout route” instead of the “Rambo Route”. As
that new river is run more frequently, we grow lax as it
grows familiar.

Familiarity breeds contempt, someone once said.
Thisis certainly true. Creeks we play on all the time, such
as the West, Deerfield, Kennebec, are transformed into
hydraulic playgrounds that we know like the backs of our
hands.

. Recently I and a boater not to be named found
ourselves trampling the rules without realization. The
realization came swiftly, suddenly, and harshly to me. I
put in below the Monroe Bridge power dam and bank-
launched into the swirling upstream eddy, as another guy
had just done minutes before. He made a swift ferry/
escape across the discharge and continued downstream.
“Well, that certainly looks entertaining,” I said to myself,
and instantly proceeded to give it a try.

My squirt boat plunged off a cement block 6 feet into
the dam’s onslaught. The radically low-volume boat
submerged in a Mystery Move and, in all honesty and with
the oncoming current’s help, went about 8 feet down. It
was there that my spray skirt reached “crush depth” and
imploded, filling the tiny boat with water. May Day! Still,
Ididn’t float up right away and slammed the cement wall
of the bridge and spillway.

I hit hard enough to shred my PFD. I was in trouble;
shoulders deep, stuck in a submerged boat that I couldn’t
move, couldn’t swim out of (the angle of the boat and the
buoyancy of my vest made it difficult), in a smooth,
symmetrical man-made eddy. A trap. Smooth, symmetri-
cal walls, under a bridge, recirculating endlessly, a dam
discharge roaring. Who says “A bad day on the river still
beats a good day at work?”

“Eyeballs to Brain: Deep do-do!”

“T’ll try to wave my paddle,” I said, though I couldn’t

take a hand offit. My partner was downstream warming
up and thought, “Oh, there he is, playing. Looks like fun.”
A full 15 minutes went by before he realized that some-
thing was wrong. He thought myyells were whoops of joy,
as the discharge was deafening. And the rescue gear was
in the car, at the take-out. Yeah, we’d run this a zillion
times. No problem here.

“Tll blow my whistle.” I had lost mine and the
replacement was in the car. “Hopefully he’ll see me and
toss a throw bag. Mine’s in the car.” So was his.

“I'll take my knife and cut my throat and get it over
quickly.” It too was in the car. I was getting very tired and
cold. Only 3-1/2 hours 'til they shut down the dam. Nice
way to try out this new paddling jacket for the first time.

Yes, familiarity breeds contempt. And contempt
could have killed me. “Hey mister, you got a throw bag?
My buddy’s caught in the eddy upstream!” After a raft
guide and my partner pulled me out, we borrowed another
bag from a private boater to retrieve my boat, now
recirculating in the eddy, performing all sorts of tricks all
by itself. (By the way, those fingerless sailing/paddling
gloves provide a great grip on both paddles and ropes.)

“Hey, mister, you got a throw bag we could use to get
my boat?” It was downright embarrassing. Especially
when after recovering it and carrying down to the “nor-
mal” put-in, I slipped and dropped it down the bank. It
took off downstream. “Hey, mister, grab that boat!”

I also had a bad run down Dragon’s Tooth, running
a “new, never before attempted line” upside-down and
under water, drawing “0000’s”, “AHHHHS”, and “I can’t
look’s” from the spectators on shore.

We were charged with Capital Stupidity and found
guilty of the following in a trial by campfire: 1. We lost
trackofeach otherright at the put-in. 2. I played in a man-
made discharge. 3. We had no rescue gear with us, 4. I
couldn’t effect my own rescue. 5. I misread the current,
the banks and the objective hazards of this area.

We also learned a new approach to dams. We think
“Killer Hydraulics” are always found below spillways
where the water falls vertically, producing a keeper with
a horizontal axis across the river. Tubular discharges,
such as the Monroe dam, have a horizontal discharge that
can form swirling keeper eddies, a hydraulic with a
vertical axis. These so-called “Rooms of Doom” often have
very difficult to punch “eddy walls”, steep, symmetrical
banks, and a lot of turbulence.

Let’s not play around them, and regard them as we
would any dam. Stay away! I found out the hard way so
that you, hopefully, don’t have to. Cowabunga!

- From “Messing About”, newsletter of the Western Carolina
Paddlers. ¥4
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