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Rescue on the Ocoee — A Rookie’s

Perspective.

by Thom Moorer

Well, I made it back from my first Ocoee trip. The river is as awesome as it
is powerful, and I had five combat rolls by the time we finished playing at Moon
Chute. The next rapid was Double Suck, which is a long ledge with a hole you can
shoot through, but with a second hole that invariably surprises most paddlers.

I was paddling with my clinic instructor Mike, and David, another of his
former students. David has come a long way in a short time. He started paddling
a year ago, but to watch him doing 360s is Moon Chute, it seemed like he’d been
paddling for years. Some folks are naturals, I guess.

When we got to Double Suck, I welcomed the opportunity to scout. It seemed
like a good time to collect myself and stretch my rubbery legs. When I reached the
top of the rock on river left, a yell drew my attention away from the rapids below.
I looked across and upriver from the top ledge to see David broached on two rocks.
David was leaning downstream and trying to rock his boat free, but the water was
backing up, and the pressures on hisboat must have been enormous. WhatI didn’t
know was that David’s spray skirt had popped, and hisboat was filling with water,
making his situation even more unpredictable.

As the water backed up, waves came crashing down on David’s head, and he
had to fight to keep his head up. Mid-river, Mike was setting up to run the drop
when he heard David’s call for help. Ferrying above the drop and below the site of
the broach, his initial move was to offer David his bow for an eskimo rescue. Below

" the broach, there were some serious currents to contend with, and a swimmer

would have to negotiate the two holes at Double Suck, not to mention losing the
opportunity to effect the rescue. But there was no time for anything but a hands-
on rescue. David told Mike to get out of his boat. He needed help, but NOW!

Fighting the current above the ledge, Mike inade it to David as his head went
down for the third or fourth time. Mike could justbarely hold David’s head up, and
slipped at least once from the force of the waist-deep water. Itbecame obvious that
in order to rescue David, the boat would have to be freed from the rocks. If only it
was that simple! The bow of David’s kayak had folded at an acute angle and had
entrapped his legs!

By this time, several kayakers had exited their boats and were scurrying up
the bank to give assistance. Setting up a quick Z-drag, they attached to the front
security loop of David’s Pirouette. But as they pulled, the boat hardly budged.
David said he thoughtthey had abad angle. Anotherrescuercharged into the water
to help Mike, who was pushing David’s head upout ofthe water. When he got there,
Mike was able to free a hand and began pulling the stern loop of the boat. The
combined action allowed the boat to be worked off the rock.

David was still in his boat as the rescuers moved him to the bank on river

(Continued on page 2)
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

Forgeneralinformationaboutthe
club - Call the club telephonenumber
and leave a message. Someone will

get back to you.

To volunteerto helpwith club business - Call PresidentJim
Silavent at 587-1172 or contact the committee chairperson for
your area of interest.

For information on payment of dues - Call Treasurer Ed
Schultz at 266-3734.

To sign up for a club trip - Call the trip coordinator at the
number listed on the trip calendar.

To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Adrian Freeman at 995-
9023.

For a change of address or for Eddy Line subseription
information - Call Ed Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at
449-3836.

Ifyou didn't receiveyour Eddy Line- Call Ed Schultz at 266-
3734 or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835.

For information on GCA eclinies - Call the clinic coordinator
listed on the clinic schedule, or call Canoce Training Directors
Barney and Sherry Spurr at 461-8760, or Kayak Training
Director John Bell at 404-345-5504.

For information on roll practice - Call Roll Practice
Coordinator Mark Brown at 448-4636 (H) or 992-3200 (W).
For information on placing want ads in the Eddy Line -
Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 426-4318, or see “To
place an ad” in the Want Ad section of the Eddy Line.

For information on commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538. {

For water level information - Call the number for the
particular river listed in the back of the GCA Directory, or call
the TVA Water Resources Line at-800-238-2264. <X

Deadlines

Deadline for material to be submitted for publication in the next
Eddy Line is the fifth of the month. The editor must receive all
articles, trip reports and classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in the next issue. If you have
access to a computer, please submit articles or trip reports on
a5-1/40r 3-1/2in.disk as an ASCII filelabeled .TXT and include
a printed copy (Disks will be returned if requested). Classified
ads will be run for twomonths unless otherwiserequested. Send
all material to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta,
Ga. 30066. Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be
accepted. Your cooperation is deeply appreciated. b d

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held on the first Thursday of
each month. All members are encouraged to attend. The
meetings are at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree Street at Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30 P.M.
If you have an item for discussion, please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your item to the agenda.
Attending Board meetings is a great way to become more
involved with the GCA.

(Continued from page 1)
right. This turned out to be for the best, because David’s leg was
broken in three places. We were able to extract him and place
him directly on a rescue sled provided by a sheriff’s deputy.
Not to discount David’s:intense pain, but from that point, it
was a fairly normal emergency situation, with the patient
being evacuated to Copper Basin Medical Facility for pre-
liminary X-rays and treatment.

That was how my first Ocoee trip ended. It has taken
me some time to process all this, but I came away with some
important lessons. The most apparent is to ‘beware of

overconfidence. In setting up for the next rapid, don't lose .

sight of the water you’re in now. And second, when encoun-
tering a river rescue situation, never assume that one, two,
oreven three rescuers is enough. White water situations are
not static. What may seem to be an innocuous event can
quickly take a turn for the worse. Get to the scene as soon as
possible.

I returned to the Ocoee yesterday. I ran the rapid I
didn’trun that fateful day, and with a heightened respect and
understanding than was possible before.

Oh, yes... I plan to take a rescue course as soon as

possible. K

"A person could be a lover and defender of the wilderness without e'er in their lifetime
leaving the boundaries of asphalt, p’owei"F lines, and right-angled surfaces. We need
wilderness, whether or not we ever set footinit. We need a refuge, even though we may
never go there. We need the possibility of escape as surely as we need hope."

- Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire
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CLASSIFIED ADS

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are free to
dues-paid GCA members. Send your type-
written ad to: Allen Hedden, 2928 Piedmont
Dr., Marietta, Ga. 30066. NOPHONED-IN
OR HAND-WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be
run for two issues unless otherwise
requested.

FOR SALE - Ladies 19" UNIVEGA 18sp
touring bike, great condition, many extras,
costover $500, sell for $150. Also accessories:
hard shell helmet, $20; trunk mount rack,
$15; panniers, $25/pair; low-rider front
pannier rack, $10. Call Kitty, 604-9112 (h)
or 885-3193 (w).

FOR SALE - Canoes/kayak: Mohawk XL.14
canoe, solo/tandem paddling thwarts, solo
air bags, $500. Old Town Discovery 158
canoe, $350. 14 ft. Kevlar canoe, $100.
Perception Dancer XSkayak, airbags, spray
skirt, used twice, $450. Dennis Crain 633-
6487.

FOR SALE - Canoe, solo, Mohawk XI.-13,
air bags, pedestal seat, thigh straps and
ankle supports. Excellent condition. $600.
Barbara of Rick: 448-9245.

FOR SALE - Canoe, 1992 Dagger Encore
solo white water canoce. Wood gunwales.
Fully outfitted. Skid plates. Great white
water cance. $650. 404-531-9369.

FOR SALE - Canoe: Dagger Genesis solo
white water canoe, excellent condition,
professional outfitting, includingPerception
saddle, Yakima pegs, nylon floatation, $595.
If no answer, please leave message on
answering machine and I will call back.
706-232-3726.

FOR SALE - Cance, Mohawk Nova 16
Royalex, used four times, excellentcondition.
$550. Call Terry Pierce 404-461-3338.
FOR SALE - Need a good, basic computer?
Motorola 286 with 20meg hard drive, 1.2
meg floppy, 1 meg ram, graphics package,
mouse, expanded keyboard, b/w monitor,
dos, lotus. Cost lots, sell for $300 obo. Call
Kitty, 604-9112 (h) or 885-3193 (w).

FOR SALE - Set of air bags for kayak.
$450.00. Includeshelmet, paddle, lifejacket,
spray skirt, and red Perception Dancer.
Wayne Sanders. (w) 434-9988. (h) 514-
1513. ‘

FOR SALE - Kayaks (2): red Perception
Reflex (plastic) with spray skirt, air bags
and custom back pad. Hand-painted Santa
Fe deck-art. $400. Clear Phoenix Slipper
(fiberglass) in good condition, $150. All
boats stored indoors. Also: Harmony K-1
spray skirt for small cockpit (Dancer, ete.),

like new, $50. Jeff Lankford - Dallas 214-
321-7447 (home). Will transport
(somehow).

FOR SALE - Kayak: Prijon T-Canyon.
Very good condition. $500. James Gathany
404-370-1233evenings, 404-639-3471 days.
FOR SALE - Kayak: Perception Mirage,
Sea-1 paddle, air bags, skirt, helmet, PFD,
cockpit cover/gear bag, paddling jacket,
waterproofbag, extra paddle. All excellent
condition. $325. Call Tim Kelly or Bill
Leonard, 572-6914.

FOR SALE -Kayak, Prijon T-Slalom, $300.
Have float bags, spray skirt and cockpit
cover. Also, Dagger wood paddle - $100.
Hank Klausman 587-0499.

FOR SALE -Kayak, Dagger Freefallkayak
- multi-color (purples, blues, reds, black,
ete.), excellent condition. $495 (firm).
Kayak, Dagger Crossfire -black and white,
excellent condition. $495 (firm). Kayak,
Vulean squirt boat (for paddlers 180 lbs.
and up) custom 6/7 heavy layup, full cut,
outfitted, black with metalflake, good
condition (for a squirt boat paddled as a
cruising boat). $425 (negotiable -cost $975
new). Graphite paddle, 206cm, right hand
control, 45 deg. offset, $75. Custom made
PFD (high-float style shorty) black, $25.
Seda helmet (lg) dark orange - good
condition. $25. Hal Herndon 432-8705.
FOR SALE -Kayak by Perception, Dancer
XS, yellow w/black lettering, excellent
condition. $300 Contact Adrian Freeman
995-9023.

FOR SALE - Kayak, Perception Dancer,
blue, with paddle, spray skirt, life vest, and
helmet. Very good condition. $450. Call
Trey Parrish at 393-4747 (h) or 952-0075
(w).

FOR SALE - Kayaks, Dagger Response
and Crossfire. One year old and in very
good condition. $500 each. Can make
arrangements to meet at NOC, Call 803-
795-1584. Please leave message.

FOR SALE - Land, approximately 2 acres
on Upper Chattahoochee River just above
ThreeLedgesrapid with 14 foot wide mobile
home with large deck overlooking river.
Also houses for sale in Rome, Cedartown,
and Carrollton areas. Call Stan Landers
706-235-3715.

FOR SALE -Yakima tower rack with locks,
fits cars with rain gutters. Almost new.
$85. Yakima kayak saddle and straps,
never used, $100 value, $50. Perception

‘Harmony paddle, 196cm, used 4 times,

$95. NOC skirt (small), fits Dancer and
other small cockpit boats. Patagonia
paddling jacket, grey, (medium), $25. Call
Kitty, 604-9112 (h) or 885-3193 (w).

FOR SALE - Avita Rowing Machine. Stay
in shape cheap and easy! Cost over $300,
sell for $75. Precor stair stepper, cost over
$300, sell for $125. Everything in good
condition. Call Kitty, 604-9112 (h) or 885~
3193 (w).

FOR SALE - Water purifiers, NSA, below
wholesale. Countertop model - paid $120,
retails for $190, will sell for $75. Under sink
model - paid $140, retails for $209, will sell
for $95. Brand new, still in boxes with three
year guarantee. Call David or Kathy
Holcomb 404-942-0549 Douglasville, Ga.
FOUND - Throw Bag. On the Nantahala
River on July 10th. Call and describe ifyou
think it is yours. Adrian Freeman 995-
9023.

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA needs
your help. We need volunteers to serve on
committees, do data entry, label and mail
newsletters, ete. Call 421-9729 and leave a
message. :
STOLEN BOAT - Kayak, yellow Lazer
stolen from rack at Go With The Flow on
April 9 -locking cable cut. “For Instruction
Only” stamped in hull. Serial no.
WSP00022E989B (located under rear grab
loop). If you have any information on this
boat, please contact the Roswell Police
Department, or call Mark Brown at Go
With The Flow 992-3200, or Elaine Jensen
at 404-479-6209. REWARD.

WANTED - Canoe, Old Town Tripper or
equivalent. 704-526-4093, day or eve.
WANTED - White water tandem canoe.
Can be outfitted or not. Want for father and
son. Pauld. at 706-629-6939 (h) or 706-334-
2248 (w).

WANTED - Used equipment to fit Dancer
XS kayak: paddle (196 or 198 cm.), small
spray skirt to fit small cockpit, air bags,
small or medium helmet, and small or
medium shorty life jacket. Call Michelle
404-564-1532.

WANTED - Kayak, small size suitablefora
youth to learn on. My 11 year old daughter
wants to try white water. Call Wayne
Robertson at 378-8722 evenings or 881-
9880 days.

WANTED - Looking forplaces to hold social
events for club that will hold 50-150 pecple.
CaliKarla Bowman with ideas at 923-0954.

The Eddy Line

15

September 1993



occupants were immediately sucked out. The raft paused
briefly and was flushed on out. The former occupants of
the raft were now occupants of the hole. They circulated
long enough for us to get concerned. Jim ran to his boat
and tossed me his rope. As I was about to make my throw,
they both flushed out. All of this commotion encouraged
Jim and Nicolas to take the sneak over the rocks towards
river left. Nathan, Bo Bo and I had successful runs.

Double Trouble was no trouble for any of our crew,
but rather was double fun. Everyone had a blast running
the waves. We stayed and played for a while then moved
on.

At Table Saw, Bobo and I set up ropes for Jim. But
‘he made itlook easy with a great run. Nicolasand Nathan
both had good runs. :

Diamond Splitter was uneventful, as was Hell Hole
and Power House. We had a great crew. Bo Bo is an
excellent C Boater. Jim had a superb first time run and
is ready to challenge the Ocoee again. It was fun taking
someone down for their first time. I remember just a
couple of years ago someone (Brad and Lisa Waggoner) led
me down for the first time. My, my, how time flies! >&

Nacoochee Section,

Chattahoochee River
By Roger Nott : L

Saturday,July 15,1993. My Etowah trip was moved
to the Nacoochee Section due to low water, and I did not
need to make many calls to change our plans! Paddling
were Jay Burroughs, Beth and John Nott, and I in open
canoes. Except for John, we each alternated between
paddling solo and tandem, although John and his friend
Jay, who are both nine, mostly paddled together in my old
aluminum Sears. They learned a lot about spotting and
trying to avoid the rocks! - B -

We ran from Sautee Creek to Hwy 255 and enjoyed
a sunny, very warm day, spending as much time swim-
ming in the cool river as we did paddling it. We had
planned a gourmet feast at the Sautee Inn that evening,
but discovered sadly that Mr. and Mrs. John Anthony
have retired after 20 years serving what I considered the
best food in the Georgia Mountains and the Innis for sale.
We settled for Ma Gooch’s tasty vegetables at the Gateway

October Eddy Line Deadline
Past

The deadline for submitting material for the October
Eddy Line will be past by the time you read this. The
Editor and the Publisher will both be out of town for most
of September, so the date to press will probably be about
September 1. Sorry for any inconveniesnce this schedule
change causes anyone. The up side is that you will
probably get your Eddy Line a bit earlier. =L

] ',“E\;‘:?ﬁ.)\\"”\\i S
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The Nantahala Blues

Restaurant in Cleveland and did not suffer much. . 5&
September

From space, you'd see the ragged line of dusk
Sweep Pacific islands into dark -
and in the midnight blackness, too small to see
My campfire makes a tiny, warming spark

The flame leaps up, blinding me a bit

The trees grown still, the branches silhouette
The canopy of slowly turning stars

And catch the moon within a sliding net

The dawn's over Africa, still hours away
Beyond the beached canoe, two loons complain
They pause to let Andromeda clear the hill
And carelessly disturb the velvet lake again

This September night, below the speckeled dark
Of seas of stars and endless deeps of sky

I poke the fire and listen to the lake

And sparks drift upward, and galaxies slide by

- From the Houston Canoe Club newsletter.
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September § - e e

2 Metro Hooch Evening Run Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jimmy Nipper.. -« .. . 432-7624
4 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate - Steve Cramer = - .. 706-208-8382
4 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate = Tim Kaylor - ~..205-236-8067
4 Chattooga Section IV Class 8-5 Advanced ~~~ . John Baker -~ 339-8400
5 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Tim Kaylor 205-236-8067
11 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Ayers 706-232-3726
11 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Doug Walker 996-7608
11 Chattooga Section IV Class 3-5 Advanced Roger Nott 404-536-6923
12 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Bouvett DI Z)ise 478-1268

18 Hiawassee Class 2-3 Intermediate Roger-Neott I"Ioéc;]:mﬁ"z! re.404-536-6923

18 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Dave Jecha 2.52-G5)3 998-8478 } /
19 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Bouvett 478-1268 géﬁ "/7{/
25 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Lissa and Ted Jackson 292-3466 5 ) 7.4
26 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Lissa and Ted Jackson 292-3466
- 26 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469
October
2 Lower Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Roger Nott 404-536-6923
2 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Fred Chumley 924-4928
2 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced ' Jim Jones 509-0728
9 Etowah Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Nancy Barker 874-8897
9 Broad - Children with Parents Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jeff Engel 706-548-5015
10 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Bouvette - 478-1268
11 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Louie Reynolds 404-227-0039
16 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Margo Booth 487-8084
16 Hiawassee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Michael Bridges 924-0006
16 Chattooga Section II Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Robin Coan 607-9885
16 Chattooga Hike - Opposum Creek Trail to Five Falls (See Article)  Adrian Freeman 995-9023
17 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Bouvette 478-1268
23 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dan & Elise MacIntyre 52-9513
23 Chattooga Section IV Class 3-b Advanced - Roger Nott 404-536-6923
23 Fall Membership Meeting (See Announcement) Karla Bowman ' 923-0954

To volunteer to lead flat water trips, call Phillip Warren at 751-7123

THURSDAY EVENING METRO HOOCH RUNS: Impromptu trips are run on the Metro Hooch each
Thursday evening during the Summer and early Fall, usually from Power's Island to Highway 41. Groups
meet around 6-6:30.

WEDNESDAY EVENING ROLL PRACTICE: 6:00 p.m. until dark at the lake at Stone Mountain Park.
For information, call Mark Brown of Go With The Flow at 992-3200.

FORINFORMATION ON CURRENT WATER LEVELS OR IMPROMPTU TRIPS: Call John Upchurch
or Mark Brown of Go With The Flow at 992-3200. :

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Adrian Freeman at 995-9023. As usual, we
need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip schedule
depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your favorite river today!
The GCA needs YOU! . '
CHATTOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private (USFS

) regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
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From the Boardroom

Highlights of the August 5, 1993,
Board of Directors Meeting

-Treasurer Ed Schultz gave the Treasurer’s
Report for June and July. We are still~
solvent, but our cash flow has been gener-
ally negative. |
- Guest speakers Jerry Bonds and Steve 3

-,

o)

[

) U X
Scruggs, representatives of the Georgia 2 =
Resource Fducation Center on Lake
Allatoona, introduced themselves and their organization.
The organization, affiliated with Wildlife Action, Inec., has
purchased the old Camp Kiwanis Boys Club property on
Allatoona. This is a family oriented group that works with
children on outdoor education programs. It is a strictly
volunteer organization. They are interested in working
with the GCA to get their instructors proficient in teaching
canoeing and kayaking to the kids. They are also interested
in obtaining any GCA volunteer insiructors to work with
kids at the facility.

- Cruisemaster Adrian Freeman made an urgent request for
trip leaders for both October and November. Adrian also
made a proposal to the Board to research the possibility of
havinga GCA hot line so that people can call at any time and
get river trip information. Details of the costs of such a
system from several sources will be presented to the Board
later.

- Ed Schultz gave the Membership Report. He reported that
the GCA took in 42 new members and had five renewals in
the month of July. The GCA would also like to welcome new
life member Walter Lynch. The GCA has a total of 917

.memberships, both individual and family, as of the end of
July.

- Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden reported that the GCA
computer was fried by a lightning strike on July 25, so the
Eddy Line may be running behind. The machine is pres-
ently in the shop. Allen will be putting the September and
October issues together at almost the same time, due to his
leaving town to paddle the Grand Canyon in September, so
October may be a bit skimpy.

- Social Director Karla Bowman reported that the Fall Gala
only has a few pre-registrants. She also reported that only
five people have shown interest in the Gauley River trip so
far. The trip is in danger of being cancelled. Eight
contestants entered the rope throw contest at the July
social, and it was won by Bob dJelley’s daughter. The Fall
Membership Meeting will be held at the Unitarian Church
by REI on October 23, 1993.

- River Rights Chair Dan Maclntyre reported that the
motion forjury trialin the Armuchee Creek case wasdenied,

and that a bench trial on the GCA’s case
has been set for October 25, 1993 at
12:00p.m. Dan also reported that there
hasbeen alot of turmoil over the Itchaway
Notchaway Creek issue due to recent pro-
{J/ tests in which several boaters were ar-
13" rested and charged with criminal trespass
l -, and no boating violations. Dan made a
*/ motion that he be allowed to join the case
and file an amicus brief. The Board voted
and passed the motion.
- Safety Director Stewart Stokes reported that the Safety
Clinic will be held on October 2 and 3, 1993, on the Cartecay
River. Mountaintown Outdoor Expeditions will be hosting
a spaghetti dinner on Saturday night. MOE will also has
limited rooms available for those wishing to spend the night.
A maximum of 50 participants will be accepted.
- ACA Liaison Oreon Mann reported that the ACA will be
sponsoring an instructor certification clinic in swift water
rescue on September 18 and 19, 1993.
- Public Liaison Jim Patsios reported that work continueson
the Greenways Council’ssave the river projecton the Alcovy
River. Jim also stated that he did some work with the South
Fulton Clean and Beautiful Commission studying water
conditions and river access south of I-20 on the Chatta-
hoochee River.
- Vice President Evelyn Hopkins presented a proposal to the
Board including an expense summary and future projection
prepared by Treasurer Ed Schultz showing the GCA’s
expendituresin the past and the projected expensesover the
next three years. The figures indicate a definite need for an
increase in our dues structure. A motion was made to
recommend a dues increase to $25 for individual or family
membership and to $250 for life membership to be voted on
at the Fall General Membership meeting. The motion was
voted on and passed by the Board.
- Evelyn also asked the Board to take under advisement
what the GCA’s position should be on the recreational use
of the Tallulah Gorge, as well as other issues there like
aestheticreleases. Aspecial committee was formed to study
the issues and will report back to the Board with a recom-
mendation. =L
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participate in a survey conducted by the Forest Service at
the boat ramp. Perhaps they want to loosen restrictions?
Perhaps tighten them? They wouldn’t say. Better enjoy
it while we can. See you in an eddy!

Ocoee Training Trip
by Allen Hedden

The Club’s first official training trip took place on
Saturday, July 31, 1993, on the Ocoee River. The objec-
tives of the trip were to give participants additional
knowledge of the Ocoee, to hone paddling skills learned in
our clinies, to introduce advanced techniques for paddling
bigger water, and to give the instructors involved a break
from the highly structured clinic environment in which
they usually teach. I felt that the trip was a reasonable
success in all these areas.

Trip participants were Margo Booth, OC-1, Michael
Houchins, OC-1, Barry Smith, OC-1, Allen Hedden, OC-
1, Mark Levine, C-1, Robin Booth, K-1, Eric Grey, K-1,
and Rhett Smith, K-1. I think we all learned a little
something on this trip, be it additional river knowledge,
paddling skills, or even rescue skill application!

One of our participants was introduced somewhat
intimately to the second hole at Double Suck. He taught
some of the rest of us howlong it is actually possible to hold
one’s breath while being trashed in a violent hole, as well
as giving us the opportunity to practice our rescue skills.
He said that after he was under water for what seemed
like a very long time, he remembered William Nealy’s
advice in “Kayak” to roll upin a ball when swimming a big
hole, and immediately was flushed out. Having been
trashed twice on successive weekends in that hole, I could
certainly sympathize with what he was going through!

All you instructors out there: Help make this new
program a success. Contact the Training Directors or the
Cruisemaster and sign up to lead a training tripon a river
of your choice. We really need these kinds of trips on class
I, II and ITI streams. I received way more calls for this trip
than I could possibly sign up as participants. It was a fun
way to do a little teaching without spending the whole
weekend in a structured clinic environment. Thanks to
all those who volunteered to help out with instruction and
safety on this trip! L

Ocoee River
by Adrian Freeman

July 18, 1993. A typical hot summer day for our
Ocoee River endeavor. It looked like we were going to
have seven or eight paddlers, but three eventually de-
cided not to come, leaving an ideal group of five to make
the run. The paddlers were Heyward “Bo Bo” Kirkland,
C-1; a new member and Ocoee First-Timer, Jim Owens,
OC-1; Nathan Freeman, Nicolas Freeman and myself in
K-1’s.

After our safety talk and review with Jim of the first
series of rapids, we carried down the ramp blocked by
dozensofriver 18 wheelers called rafts. They were backed
up like the top side of the I-285 perimeter at 8:00 am on a
rainy Monday. Trying to get out of the put-in eddy
between raft launches was something the N.O.C. doesn’t
teach at any of the clinies I've been to.

But we finally got out of there, one at a time between
raftlaunches. AsJim attempted the usual ferry acrossthe
chute of main flow, he lost his ferry angle and ended up
running the far right side of the river. This turned out to
be a good route for Jim, who rejoined us below Grumpy.

Aswe approached Broken Nose, I let Jim know what
he should do. I thought he was following me, but had
pulled into an eddy to empty. Therefore he wasn’t guided
very well into his first run of this nefarious rapid. Nicolas
was right behind me as I hit the eddy on river right above
Broken Nose. He came in too low in his new Pirouette S’s
maiden voyage and ended up backing his way down the
first drop, bracing expertly to avoid a flip. He backed right
into the eddy on river right below the first drop. I peeled
out and followed, not knowing what was going to happen.
I ended up with Nicolas in the same eddy.

I looked back up, still not seeing Jim. Nathan had
come down playing just below the first drop. Bo Bo was
our lead boat. He had run it prior to me and was not to be
seen. I decided to run the rest of Broken Nose to see if I
could see Bo Bo and get ready for Jim. As I eddied out, I
still did not see Bo Bo. Jim was approaching the eddy atop
theentrance. Ashe tried to make the eddy turn he washed
on down and ran the top drop backwards. Jim did a fine
job staying upright. He ended up between a rock and the
bank on river right (sometimes known as a ‘rock and a
hard place’). He was positioned at the far right of the
second drop. Jim chose to empty his boat and portage the
rest of this one rather than try to peel out into the snares
of the second and third drop. A wise choice I deemed.

At Double Suck, Jim, Nicolas and I scouted. As I
described the suggested route, a raft came over the top
drop sideways and ended up in the lower hole. Two
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the entire stern over the broaching rock (Mike has hired
me to sue myself for his resulting hernia — I think we
have a good chance of winning). The rescue team then
used the ropes to stabilize the boat and pulled it to the
river bank. A few moments later, I had .an inspiring
thought: I was going to live!

That’s the story. I hope I never have to tell another
one like it. Just a few messages in closing: To each of the
people who helped with the rescue and evacuation, God
bless each of you. You saved a man’s life. To the

unidentified paddler who took photos of the rescue, I sure
would like a set of the prints! To Thom, you used excellent
judgement in choosing not to make a bad situation worse.
I look forward to paddling with you. To all the folks going
to the Grand Canyon in September, just wait til next year!
To all the people who have called and stopped. in, thank
you. It has meant more to me than words can express. To
Santa Clause, all I want for Christmas is a new boat. And
lastly, to my ol’ buddy Mike, a quote from your favorite
song: “The road is long....” L

Help for New Down River

Racers
by Walt Hodge

This year’s white water race series had
some first-time racers entering the Down River
Events.

them and any other interested paddlers. We
would be happy to assist new OC-1 and OC-2 teams learn
how to get a little help from the river and how to get a
competitive edge without buying new equipment, where
possible. _

Down River Racing places a premium on water
reading skills and compliments recreational white water
river running. Most Down River racers will admit that

Doug Cameron and I want to encourage Ra c‘e Watch

(615)598-0565. B

high-techequipmenthas alotlesstodo withbeing
competitive than one might think. Much less, in
fact, than Slalom or Wild Water.
People new to the sport will not be handi-
capped racingjust about any tandem or solo canoe
~ appropriate for white water. Flotation rules have
been changed to allow more in race events.
If there are paddlers among us who would
kind of like to race but are uncertain, have never
been asked, or think that no one will take time to talk to
a new guy/gal, call us. We can change that.

We would like to offer a user-friendly, non-threaten-
ing session for new Down River racers, using the Coosa,
‘Hiwassee or Nantahala as skill levels permit.

Call Walt Hodge (205)467-7319, or Doug Cameron

Trip Reports

Chattooga Section IV
by Gary Latham o

July 17,1993. My first thoughts were to
cancel this trip, what with the river running
only .95 (.8 is considered minimum), then j—aa—g
decided it might be the last chance to catch it 6{"
until the winter rains came. So Myself, Louie -
Reynolds, and Fred Stokes in OC-1s, with
Porter Martin in K-1, decided to go for it.

The river changes a lot down around
1.1, but it’s still quite challenging. Surfing rapid doesn’t
surf much, Screaming Left Turn is just a squeal and Rock
Jumble is truly a rock jumble. '

We ran the main drop at Woodall, just skirting the
right side of the hole, and Seven Foot Falls is still seven
feet high. Stecoa Creek was very shallow at the entrance,
the only place I had to get out of my boat from lack of
water.

We had a long lunch break at the waterfall below
* Stecoa Creek Rapid, which is one of the most beautiful
spots on the river. The water from this tributary is

probably ten degrees cooler than the river,
and with temperatures reaching 100 degrees
in Atlanta, it felt pretty good.

Back on the river, we played the hole
above Deliverance Rock, ran the only slot at
Raven Chute, and moved on to Five Falls.
Entrance Rapid is more technical, not much
water for the last drop puts you uncomfort-
ably close to the rock. Corkscrew is uglier
and possibly at its most difficult. The rock
that normally creates the hole on bottom
right isexposed. No place to be up-side down.

A group of hikers had seen us just above Entrance
and hurried down to watch us run these rapids. They
caught us at Corkscrew and I warned then about swim-
ming near Left Crack. They assured me they had no
intentions of swimming in this area, smart kids. We all
ran the middle crack, not enough water on the right, and
on to Jawbone, which is still VERY TUFF, then to Sock-
Em-Dog, only a puppy today.

This is without a doubt one of the premium white
water runs in this country, and should be experienced by

all who have the skills to do so. We were asked to

The Eddy Line

12 " September 1993

XK

Announcements

1994 Officer
Nominations
Announced

The Nominating Committee has presented a slate of
officers for 1994 to the Board of Directors, and the Board
has voted to accept the recommendation of the Nominat-
ing Committee. The election of officers will be held at the
Fall General Membership Meeting on October 23. Addi-
tional nominations will be accepted from the floor at the
meeting.

The 1994 candidates voted on by the Board of Direc-
tors are:

President Evelyn Hopkins
Vice President Stewart Stokes
Secretary Mark Guin
Treasurer Ed Schultz
Cruisemaster Louie Reynolds
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden
Canoe Training Director Sherry Spurr
Kayak Training Director John Bell
Membership Director Dave Newberns&

AWA Gauley Festival Needs

Volunteers

The American Whitewater Affiliation is sponsoring
its annual Gauley Festival on Saturday, September 25, in
Summersville, West Virginia. This festival is a major
fund raiser for the AWA, our primary advocate in river
rights and river conservation efforts. To make it work, the
festival needs volunteers to work in several capacities. If
you can help, please contact Joe Greiner at 919-834-1633
to volunteer two hours of your time to this great organiza-
tion. Your helpisneeded to make this a fun and successful
event for everybody. - ' £

Fall General Memfoershjp

Meeting and Pot Luck Supper

The GCA’s Fall General Membership Meeting and
Pot Luck Supper will be held at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Congregation of Atlanta on Saturday, October 23. The
program will include a social hour, a covered dish dinner,
election of officers, a short business meeting, and of course
an entertainment program. Watch for the flyer in next
month’s Eddy Line for complete details.

World White Water Rodeo

by Susan Wilson-Gentry

In 1996, the world’s best white water racers will
come to the Ocoee. But on October 16th and 17th, 1993,
the world’s best free style paddlers will come to the Ocoee
to try to become the “World’s Best Play Boater”. Now
that’s exciting! Some day, Free Style / Rodeo Kayaking
may be part of the Olympics. ,

October will be here before you know it, and I need
the helpof the local boating community to make this event
happen. The American Whitewater Affiliation has fi-
nanced the expenses to plan the event, so all money raised
will go to the AWA. So this eventisnotonly acompetition,
but a way you can help raise money for river conservation.
There will also be a boat raffle for volunteers only that
donate three hours or more of their time to help with this
event.

The weekend is going to be a lot of fun, with a great
party Saturday night at Ocoee Rafting, with a band, a
dinner, a raffle, a silent auction, and an auction. It could
be the party of the year on the Ocoee. People are coming
from Japan, Germany, United Kingdom... to be on the
Ocoee for this event. It's an event you should not miss!

If you would like to get involved as a volunteer,
please contact Donna Pike at (H) 205-980-1850, or (W)
205-972-32056, or if you have any questions, please feel free
to call me at 706-654-2725. The first World White Water
Rodeo is the U.S. will be a blast! Hope to see you there; we
need your help to make it great!! Y

"For will anyone dare to tell me thatbusiness is more
entertaining than fooling among boats? He must
have never seen a boat, or never seen an office, who
says s0."

- Robert Louis Stevenson

IDEAS NEEDED

The GCA Needs your input of ideas for fun
social events. The Club is in the midst of an
effort to expand the social calendar, and we
need to know what kinds of events the mem-
bers are interested in. Please contact Social

Director Karla Bowman with your sugges-
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Dues Increase Recommended by

Board of Directors

The Board of Directors has voted to present a proposal to the
members to increasethe dues forindividual, family and lifemembers.
The proposal will be voted on at the Fall General Membership
Meeting on October 23.

Our dues have not increased since the mid-eighties, while
membership maintenance costs have steadily increased. We are
presently just below a break even point on membership maintenance
costs, and will soon be losing money on each member annually if we
do not implement some sort of dues increase.

The GCA Planning Committeehas studied the dues structureof
various paddling organizations across the nation, projected our costs
over the next three to five years, considered various types of dues
structures, such as different costs for individnal vs. family member-
ships, different costs to join vs. to renew, etc., and has recommended
that we charge $25.00 annual membership dues for individuals or
families, new members or renewals, and $250.00 lifetime member-
ship dues, effective on November 1, 1993.

This dues structure should allow us to maintain a level dues
structureoverthenext threeto fiveyears or longer, andto financesome
additional projects that have been recommended by the Planning
Committee and aresorely needed by the Club. Itwill also put our dues
structure on a par with like-size clubs offering a similar level of
membership services. Y

National Geographic Features
Article on the Big South Fork

In case you haven’t unwrapped it yet, or if you just
didn’t notice it, National Geographic Magazine featured
an excellent article on the Big South Fork of the Cumber-
land River in its August issue. The publication has done
its usual great job with the article and the accompanying
photography. If you are not a subscriber, your local
library should have a copy available to peruse. Don’t miss
this excellent article on one of our “local” commonly
paddled rivers!!

e
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Let’s Go Hiking !

Chattooga Section IV Hike

Opossum Creek Trail to Five Falls

Date: October 16, 1993. Come see the Fall colors
along the way to one of the Chattooga’s treasures... The
Five Falls of Section IV. This beautiful hike will take you
to some hidden beauties of this Wild and Scenic River. If
you have ever wanted to see Entrance, Corkscrew, Crack-
In-the-Rock, Jawbone, and Sock ‘em Dog Rapids from a
different perspective, this could be for you. And the path
to Five Falls holds some pleasant surprises.

The hike into Five Falls is approximately 1.5 miles
long. It is classed Moderate to Difficult in Brian Boyd’s
book “The Chattooga Wild and Scenic River. Persons
considering this hike should have been involved in an
exercise program, legs and lungs should be in good condi-
tion, bein good health, and be willing to: scramble through
bushes, over slippery rocks, moderate rock climbing,
intensive hill climbing, primitive paths, and possibly fall
down some. No small children. Clothing will be depen-
dent upon weather, but generally warm hiking clothing
with an extra change. I recommend hiking boots, with a
possible change to river sandals (or the like), plenty of

water, food, and first aid. And don’t forget your camera.

As Brian’s book states “..it’s not easy, but it will
definitely be worth it.”

For more information and to sign up, call Adrian
Freeman at 995-9023. b4

Annual NOC Guest Appreciation
Festival and Used Equipment
Sale

The Nantahala Outdoor Center has announced the
11thannual Guest Appreciation Festivaland Used Equip-
ment Sale is to be held at the NOC on October 29-31,
featuring an entire weekend full of free activities and
entertainment.

Friday evening will feature viewing of the used
equipment and live entertainment at the raft rental
building. Saturday will feature the Used Equipment Sale
starting at 11:00 a.m. at he raft rental building. The
Qutfitters Store (temporarily located on river left) will
feature sale prices on many items.

There will be a white water flea marketon riverright
near the NOC Motel open to individuals selling used
recreational products. Please use this area to sell your
used equipment, and not the highway for safety reasons.

For information, call NOC - 704-488-6737. b
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Mike and Thom went left to scout, and I went right,
planning to set up in a staging eddy and then ferry
between the holes. Iwas eddy-hopping from left to right,
picking my way across this fast, shallow area of the river.
I was just above my usual staging eddy, looked over my
left shoulder and peeled out with my eye on a gnarly little
micro-eddy. Things happened very quickly. AsI peeled
out, I shifted my lean and began cutting high into the
eddy, at the same time striking a (submerged?) rock on the
downstream (left) side of my bow. My bow broached,
wedging tightly between the two rocks. The bow began
wrapping immediately around the downstream rock. In
the very instant that I realized that I was broached, the
bow collapsed and agonizing pain shot through both of my
legs. My first thought was not right: “Ohmygod, my legs
are breaking!”

At that time, I believed that both my legs were either
breaking, or about to break, like a couple of brittle twigs.

The pressure on them was so intense that I expected bone

and flesh to explode all over the inside of the hull.
Fortunately, my state-of-the-art boat design apparently
prevented this from happening. I now believe that during
those first few seconds, my leg was broken by the collaps-
ing hull, but was held in place by the center wall of the
kayak, which acted as a splint, preventing injury to my
right leg and preventing a bone-splintering compound
fracture of one or both legs. Additionally, I believe the
bulkhead may have prevented my feet from beingcrushed.
Later, I learned that the left leg had two clean breaks, one
on the tibia and one on the fibula.- The right leg was
bruised around the ankle, but free of serious injury. My
complements and thanks to the fine folkswho designed
those safety features.

Reacting to the intense pain in my legs, and fearing
permanent disfigurement, I decided to try to exit the boat.
BAD MISTAKE! I popped my skirt and tried to pull out
of the cockpit. Nothing happened... nothing good, that is.
My legs felt like they were held by a vise with a thousand
pounds of pressure on them. As aresult of my popping the
skirt, the boat quickly filled with water and the pressure
on my legs intensified. The cockpit and stern began
sinking in the water, and the fast current began pillowing
on my chest, pushing chest and head downstream below
the surface of the water and against the submerged stern.
So, five seconds or so after thisordeal began, I was trapped
in a submerged boat with a broken leg and my head under
fast moving water. I was absolutely, positively convinced
that I was going to die.

I worked my arms to my side and then pushed
against the stern deck to raise my head above the surface.
Things were happening so quickly that I doubted that

anyone had even noticed that I was in trouble. I looked
downstream and saw a paddler in an eddy sporting a
confused look. I sucked in a mix of air and water and
decided to send a succinct and eloquently phrased mes-
sage: “HELP!!” My arms were weakening and slipped off
the stern. Ifell back under the water. AgainI worked my
arms to my side and pushed against the stern deck to raise
my chest and head above the water.

Seconds later, my ol’ pard Mike appeared behind me
and shouted at me to take his bow for an eskimo rescue.
Irememberbeing amazed that he had made the ferry from
river left so quickly. With my strength quickly waning, I
sputtered “No. Outofboat.” As Mike was getting out of his
boat, my strength gave out and I fell under the water for
a third and probably final time. Knowing that Mike was
near, I reached up my arm and waited, wondering if Elvis
was in the neighborhood.

Seconds later, I felt Mike’s hand take mine, and
knowing that Mike is a stickler for protocol, realized that
he was shaking my hand in greeting before beginning the
rescue effort. Ioffered a firm grip. Mike slowly pulled my
head and chest out of the water and worked his way
around to my downstream side so that he could support
my head by holding my life jacket.

Mike and I talked about what had to be done. Mike
later related to me that the bow of my boat was hideously
twisted around the rock, and that my legs were obviously
pinned in the boat. The midsection and stern of the boat
were completely hidden from view under two or three feet
of frothy white water, making assessment difficult. I told
Mike that my legs were breaking and that the broach had
to be tackled by applying upstream pressure on the stern
oftheboat. Mike told me that the water wasvery fast, and
that he could not get out to the stern. He said the boat was
stuck like concrete. Had this accident occurred on a
remote river, the rescue effort would have stalemated.
Mike could not keep my head above the water and also
work to free the boat from the broach. As Mike and I
recalled the situation, we agreed that it looked pretty
hopeless.

v Other paddlers began to arrive. A leader emerged,
and they began tying a rope to the grab loop on the bow.
I was concerned, because I believed that it would take
upstream pressure behind the cockpit to move the boat.
Another paddler joined Mike and helped hold my head
above water. Mike then began to slowly work his way out
into the current, feeling the contours of the boat with his
hands. After five or ten minutes (I originally recalled it as
thirty minutes), the paddlers had the ropes in place and
began pulling. Meanwhile, Mike grabbed the loop with
one hand and the rear safety loop with the other and lifted
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But these folks weren’t through yet. Following
dinner, there was a raffle of items donated by various
generous sponsors. To cap off a great day, a contra and
square dance was held on the raft room porch and a great
time was has by all.

Chris Bell did a fabulous job as the event organizer.
I was impressed by the trend this event indicates. Pad-
dling clubs are increasingly producing quality program-
ming and competition, which is reflecting the skill growth
in the sport and the considerable talent of the people
attracted to it. With the Rodeo, emphasis is being placed
on communication of state of the art safety and rescue
gkills. While no formal instruction was given, the
debriefings after each event provided an excellent learn-
ing experience.

This Rodeo will benefit the GCA because we gath-
ered some new ideas which will enhance the quality ofour
River Safety and Rescue Clinic. When one paddling club
creates such a class event that will directly affect a much
wider group of paddlers in a positive way,I think a major
contribution has been provided., So thanks, Chris, to you
and your dedicated paddling buddies for a good time, a
learning experience, and the challenge to improve our
safety and rescue skills. K

ACA Releases New Safety Video

The American Canoe Association and producer/di-
rector Russ Nichols have recently completed a new video
on rescue skills, particularly self-rescue, that would make
a valuable addition to any paddler’s library of safety and
instructional information. The newvideo is called "Heads
Up! River Rescue for River Runners", and is available for
$29.95 plus shipping from the ACA national office. The
production of the video was funded through a grant from
"' the U.S. Coast Guard. Credit card orders can be placed by
calling 703-451-0141. The ACA national office address is:

American Canoe Association, Ine.
7432 Alban Station Blvd., Suite B-226
Springfield, VA 22150. 4

From Beyond the Paddle

A Tale of White Water Terror

by David Cox

Friday, July 16, 1993. 1:30 P.M. The Ocoee River.
After what seemed like an eternity, the rescue team
finally freed me and my boat from the broach and got me
to the river bank. More time would pass before I would be
freed from the boat. The pain in my legs was indescrib-
able.John, one of my rescuers, asked “Do youhave a throw
rope?”’ My cynical response: “Hell, no! Nobody gets seri-
ously hurt on the Ocoee.” Boy, was I wrong!-

I was transported up the embankment, down the

road to an EMS center, and finally to Piedmont Hospital,

where my leg, broken in two places, was set and cast.
During those seven hours, I suffered continuous, excruci-
ating pain. When asked by a nurse how I felt, I responded
that I was grateful to be alive.

I am writing about my accident so that other pad-
dlers can benefit from my experience. I have been pad-
dling for about a year and have worked hard to improve
my skill level. I took my first trip down the Ocoee last
September. During the winter months, I paddled often,
racking up animpressive list of rivers, many at high water
or flood stage: Little River Canyon, the General and
Sarapique (Costa Rica), the Tellico, the Upper Ocoee, the
Nolichucky, the Chauga, section III and IV of the Chat-
tooga, the Amicalola, Big Laurel Creek, the French Broad,
the New and the Lower Gauley. Ilogged 80 paddlingdays,
60 of them on the Ocoee or equally challenging water. In
other words, I developed my skills very quickly, perhaps
too quickly to allow my judgement to catch up.

Although I prefer to paddle free flowing rivers, [ had
been paddling the Ocoee every weekend since the spring
rains stopped: I had developed a complacent attitude
about the Ocoee, something along these lines: It’s a nice
river, a good place to practice my skills, but no big deal.
Due to the consistent water levels on the Ocoee, I began
relying more on memory and less on river reading skills.
I developed a sense of invulnerability, constantly trying
more difficult moves to push my limits. Although this is
part of the sport, I had some kind of lapse in my memory

(overcrowded by my ego, no doubt)and forgot that all

white water involves certain risks. This got me into a lot
of trouble on July 16th.

I was paddling with my ol’ buddy Mike and a first
timer, Thom. When we put on, I mentioned that the river
was running slightly higher than usual. Mike and I
agreed that he would show Thom the preferred first timer
routes and I would play the river as I usually did. Thom
was doing well, and we were all enjoying the day until the
incident occurred at the top of Double Suck.
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The GCA is once again putting together a very special weekend for water people who know what cold
does to water.

SNOWSHOE, WEST VIRGINIA, SKI TRIP

0 Depart Atlanta Thursday evening, Febru-
ary 3rd, 1994
0 Ride and sleep in comfort in a specially
equipped tourbus, arriving Friday Morning in time
for breakfast

- Sleeps 20

- TV/VCR

- Bathroom

- Galley space
) Pick up lift tickets and rental equipment
Friday Morning
) Ski all day Friday and Saturday and spend
two nights in a luxurious condo
) Board the bus for Atlanta Sunday after
breakfast

Cost figures are not fully available yet, but a
reasonable estimate is $395 including transporta-
tion, lodging, lift tickets, and rental equipment, but
NOT including meals.
A deposit of $195, deadline September 15, will hold
your spoton this wonderful winter weekend. Make
checks to GCA Snowshoe. For registration or
further information, contact:
Karla Bowman
5552 Four Winds Drive
Lilburn, Ga. 30247

Phone 923-0954

Space is limited, so sign up now!!

Trial Date Set in Armuchee

Creek Case

The river rights case of GCA and Benny Young vs.
Ralph Henry will go to trial on October 25, 1993, in
Chattooga County Court in Summerville, Greorgla Our
second trip to the Georgia Supreme Court upheld our
right to our day in court to argue the merits of the case,
rather than have it decided on a preliminary motion.
Summerville attorney Bobby Lee Cook has joined the
GCA/Young side of the case as trial attorney. The case is
scheduled to be heard beginning at 12:00 noon. Ifyouare
available, your appearance in support of our position
would be helpful. =

High Brace

The paddle remains in the
water with a dynamic high
brace draw which stabilizes

River Safety Clinic - October 2-3

The annual GCA River Rescue and Safety Clinic will
be held on October 2 & 3, 1993. This popular event is a
vital source of information for the development and revi-
talization of your safe boating skills. Participants will
have the opportunity to learn about rescue organization,
self and boat rescue, rope throwing, swimming in white
water, knot tying, and a variety of other safety and rescue
skills.

The clinic will be held at Mountaintown Outdoor
Expeditions (MOE) near Ellijay on Saturday, and on the
nearby Cartecay River on Sunday. Lodging and camping
will be available through MOE for Saturday night. A
spaghetti dinner and slide show are also on schedule for
Saturday night.

All Participants should be able to swim and to paddle
class II water. Parents wishing to enroll their minor
children are required to attend the clinic with them.

The clinic coordinator is Stewart Stokes, GCA Safety
Director. Registration and logistics will be handled by
Barry Smith. Questions about the clinic should be di-
rected to Barry at 522-3737. See the Eddy Line ﬂyer for
registration information.
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Conservation Corner

Metro Hooch Clean-up

A joint Atlanta Whitewater Club/Georgia Canoeing
Association Metro Hooch clean-up trip has been sched-
uled for Saturday, September 18. For information on this
trip, please contact Mark Guin at 914-2921. Let’s help
keep our “back yard river” clean and beautiful. Give a
little of your time back to the environment. After a long
hot summer of rafters and tubers crowding its cooling
waters, the Hooch could certainly use a helping hand
getting back to normal.

Pangue Dam on Chile’s Bio Bio

Dealt Serious Blow

Slim Ray received the following letter from the President of
River Conservation International (RCI).

Sometimes the biggest victories come in the dawn of
the longest, darkest night. When most, including many of
our colleagues in the river preservation field, thought the
fight for the Bio Bio was over (and reported it as such),
Fernando Dougnac, Chile’s pre-eminent environmental
lawyer, with help from you and other die-hards around
the globe, fought the final battle in a small courtroom in
Concepcion, Chile. And he won big.

The dam as planned ecannot be built, said the three
judge appeals court. Allowing for no minimum flows for
99 days of the year is unacceptable and violates the senior
rights of downstream irrigators and the city of Concepcion
(over 200 irrigators signed onto the lawsuit the day before
the trial). The surge effect of peaking power operation will

cause unacceptable erosion and constitutes a violation of

Chile’s constitutional property rights. The dam builders
failed to secure not only the water rights to allow them to
withhold water for power generation but lack the legal
right toeven fill up the planned reservoir. Allfurther dam
projectsever proposed for the Bio Bio must undergo public
environmental review (Chile until now had no such re-
view required for any project). This is the short version.
The plans to dam the Bio Bio were dealt a very serious
blow.

The dam builders are not sleeping, of course. They
are appealmg to the Supreme Court as they have a right
to do in such constitutional cases. The fight has really
only begun.

RCIandour Chileancolleagues, including Fernando,
can’t win this fight without some help from a lot of people.
We need letters to the IFC (William Ryrie, Executive Vice-
President, International Finance Corporation, 1850 I

Street, NW, Washington, DC20433: ask that the IFC help
ENDESA (the utility planning the dam) fund a project
other than the Pangue so that Chile can have the power
it needs and a free-flowing Bio Bio) and we need your
continued financial support, however much you think is
warranted, to bring this fight back to the IFC. The bank
hasn’t dispersed any money yet, thanks to a deal RCI, the
Natural Resources Defense Council and the US Executive
Director brokered with the World Bank/IFC Board when
they tentatively voted to approve the project last Decem-
ber —we expect that with intense lobbying we will be able
to convinece them to support another energy project or get
them to back out. We must also pay for the defense of the
lawsuit and others we may need to file, to buy media time
in Chile to argue there need not be a choice between
damming the Bio Bio and growth, to pay for the energy
consultants we need to hire to bring forth defensible
alternatives and for a hundred other things we must do to
win this campaign. This is one of the greatest rivers on
earth and we have brought the odds of its preservation up
to around 50/50. We now, for the first time, have the
momentum and I'm asking you to help us kick thls dam off
the Bio Bio for good.

This letter was signed by Steven Gates, President, River
Conservation International, 1200 New Hampshire Ave,
NW, Suite 220, Washington, DC 20036. Both Slim Ray and
Pope Barrow of the AWA have vouched for the effectiveness
of RCL.

- Reprinted from “Messing About”, newsletter of the West-
ern Carolina Paddlers. K

An Informal Assessment of the
Chattahoochee River in South

Fulton County
by Jim Patsios

The Chattahoochee River in south Fulton County is
in acatch 22. The State has decided that this section is too
polluted to provide recreational access to the river, and
since there is no opportunity for public access, there is no
local pressure to improve the quality of the river for
recreational use. Interestingly enough, as soon as the
river crosses into Coweta County, it suddenly becomes
suitable for public use, and the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources has been maintaining a public boat
ramp there for many years.

In view of the fact that a river cannot abruptly
improve in quality simply by crossing an imaginary line,
we decided to informally assess the aesthetic value of the
river immediately below the South Fulton Industrial
Park, approximately 20 or 30 miles up river from the
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Coweta County Line. The trip was led by Jim Patsios with
the Georgia Canoeing Association and endorsed by the
South Fulton Rotary Club, South Fulton Clean and Beau-
tiful, the Metro Atlanta Softball Complex, the Georgia
Greenway Council, the Atlanta Regional Commission and
the Georgia Conservancy. The put-in was at the softball
complex next to the Georgia highway 166 bridge, and the
take-out was-at highway 92, the next bridge south.

Both the put-in and the take-out were unsuitable for
extensive recreational use, consisting of steep sand banks
over 20 feet high and extensive undergrowth. However,
once we got on the river, the impression changed mark-
edly. With the exception of sand dredging operations at
both bridges, the only sign of human activity along the
river was the outfall from the Camp Creek Water Treat-
ment Plant. Thisdischarge appeared to be quite clear and
produced neither odor nor foaming after falling 3 feet into
the river.

The water was the same cloudy, gray-green color

‘that is common among most Piedmont rivers and con-

tained remarkably little trash, considering its location.
The predominance of the debris consisted of styrofoam
chunks, plastic drink bottles and numerous tennis balls,
but the concentration of these items was much lower than
on rivers like the Ocmulgee. Most of the trash was
concentrated in deadfalls in the water, and the banks
wereremarkably clean. Apparently, the frequent fluctua-

tions in river level keep the trash from accumulating
along the banks. I wonder what the headwaters of Lake
West Point must look like, where the natural cleansing
ceases.

The biggest surprise of the trip was the feeling of
being on a wilderness adventure. Along most of the
corridor, the natural vegetation extended from the water’s
edge to beyond the range of vision. We saw a number of
turtles, fish jumping, numerous different animal tracks
on small sand beaches, and many sites where beaver had
recently stripped the bark off shoreline vegetation. There
were numerous bird sightings, including great blue her-
ons, kingfishers, wood ducks and swallows. Since these
birds were surviving while eating the flora and fauna
along the river, we presumed the water quality to be
better than we expected, as their diet would tend to
greatly concentrate whatever contaminants were found
in their food sources. A formal assessment of water
quality is greatly needed for this section.

In summary, this section of river offers the closest
thing to a wilderness flat water adventure to be found
anywhere this close to the city. The only deterrents to the
experience are the airplanes flying overhead, the miser-
able access, and the poor water quality, real or imagined.
With some temporary improvements, this would be a good
site for a public awareness event to encourage further
recreational access. 4

Safety

Rescue Rodeo - A Quality Event

by Stewart Stokes, Safety Chair

On July 10, 1993, the Western Carolina Paddlers
sponsored the Third Annual Rescue Rodeo and Riverbottom
Stomp on the Nantahala River. This group of dedicated
and creative paddlers have set a new standard for the
organization of a “class A” paddling event.

Nine teams from North Carolina, Michigan, New
York, and Georgia competed in the use of their rescue
skills. The GCA was represented by Allen Hedden, Greg
Hood, Mark Levine, David Martin, Louie Reynolds and
Stewart Stokes.

Five rescue scenarios were thoughtfully presented
which contained realistic safety issues encountered by
paddlers. The first aid scenario required the teams to
treat a snakebite, a choking victim who required rescue
breathing, and a paddler with a head and leg injury.

The rescue scenario involved a vertically pinned
kayaker with broken ankles in icy Spring run-off water.
This scenario required stabilization, extraction, evacua-
tion and first aid. The event was timed and points were

awarded for characteristics such as rescue organization,
leadership and technique. Excellent planning was evi-
dent in this event.

A rope throw event required team members to throw
ropes at moving targets at varying distances, to belay
other throwers, and to make back-up throws with stuffed
and unstuffed throw bags.

The self rescue event required all team members to
catch one of two eddies, peel out, flip and roll, wet exit and
get paddler, boat and all equipment to shore.

The most exciting event was the team rescue, in
which two paddlers were placed on each of two rocksin a
strong current, one paddler was on shore and one in a
kayak. Two throw ropes could be used. The goal was to
get all paddlers and equipment to shore in the shortest
period of time, with no one being allowed to swim without
rope assistance, Seeifyoucan arrange the rescue logistics
to solve this problem in the least amount of time. What a
blast, and what a creative event!

After the competition was completed, adrenalin lev-
els had subsided, and everyone had dried out, we were
treated to a fabulous BBQ dinner, complete with veggie
burgers and pecan pie. Absolutely delicious!!
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