MAD RIVER CANOE

YOU CAN CANOE ! DAYS
MARCH 27th, from 11:00-4:00p.m.
brought to you by:

GO WITH THE FLOW and

THE CHATTAHOOCHEE NATURE CENTER

Come join us for an afternoon of fun!
Whether your an expert canoeist or a first
timer there will be plenty to do... Test paddle
the latest from Mad River Canoes. See what's
new in white water outfitting. Sit in on classes
on paddling technics or packing for extended
overnight trips. Learn about canoe design and
choosing which one is best for you. Or, just
come out and explore the Nature Center.

For more information or a schedule call:

GO WITH THE FLOW
4 Elizabeth Way Roswell, Ga. 30075
(404) 992-3200

“Atlanta’s complette paddling shop.”

Whitewater, Recreation, Touring and Ocean Canoes and Kayaks

The

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC.

EODY LINEF

POST OFFICE BOX 7023 » ATLANTA, GA 30357

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION

) P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357 BULK RATE
U.S. Postage
PAID
Atlanta, GA
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Permit No. 660

'( Nott, R |
,( » Roger & Beth |
233.5 Stephens Circle |
Gamesville, GA 30506

TIME LIMIT

VOLUME 28 NO. 3 (404)421-9729

MARCH 1993

You Can’t Touch This

by Bob Gedekoh, Editor, American Whitewater »

It’s an old problem and like most old problems it isn’t going away. If anything,
it seems to be getting worse. I'm talking about river access... or, rather, boaters being
denied river access.

The subject commanded a great deal of attention at the annual meeting of the
AWA’s Board of Directors and Regional Coordinators, held the night before the Gauley
Festival. The news was not good. Boaters from all over the country reported that it
is becoming increasingly difficult to paddle their favorite rivers.

Sadly, it appearsthat justbecause ariveris flowingfree doesn’t necessarily mean
that we are free to flow with it.

Boaters in Texas, Colorado, New York and Washington are being arrested for
defiant trespass because they must cross privately owned land to reach white water
streams. Landowners cite liability concerns to justify their actions.

White water enthusiasts bemoan the permit system in effect for wilderness
rivers, ranging from the Selway in Idaho to the Colorado in Arizona. Many have long
argued that the quotas are stacked in favor of commercial outfitters. Private parties
wait years for the opportunity to challenge these rivers, while individuals who elect to
use commercial support have no difficulty in booking trips.

Boaters in Maine are being charged a fee by the Central Maine Power Company

" to access the Kennebec.

On Pennsylvania's Lower Yough a “reservation fee” is being levied by the state’s
park system. Private boaters who belong to several of that state’s most powerful white
water clubs have organized protests in Ohiopyle throughout the summer. There is
widespread concern thatif Pennsylvania succeeds in generating significant income via
this mechanism, similar agencies all over the country will follow suit, initiating all
manner of “user fees”.

Park officials in West Virginia have cited safety considerations in denying access
to several stretches of class V white water under their control. National Park officials
in Wyoming and Montana have long denied boaters access to rivers lying within
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks, alleging environmental as well as safety
issues.

Tensions are running high between National Park officials and private boaters
on West Virginia’s Newand Gauley Rivers as well. Squirtboaters arebeingthreatened
with arrest for using life preservers that are not Coast Guard approved. And private
boaters who paddle the New regularly maintain that the river’s serene ambience is
being ruined by uptight, officious, heavily armed rangers. Access problems are also
beingreported on some of our nation’s most popular white water rivers: the Chattooga,
the Arkansas, the Upper Yough...

The list goes on. No river seems to be immune. Since the specifics in each
situation are different, there can be no single, simple solution.

In some situations, political action at the local, state and federal level is needed.
This may take the form of phone calls and letters to legislators, and even, as in
Ohiopyle, public demonstration. (continued on page 4)
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

Forgeneralinformationaboutthe
club - Call the club telephone number
and leave a message. Someone will

get back to you.

Tovolunteertohelpwith clubbusiness - Call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 or contact the committee chairperson for
your area of interest.

For information on payment of dues - Call Treasurer Ed
Schultz at 266-3734.

To sign up for a elub trip - Call the trip coordinator at the
number listed on the trip calendar.

To sign up to lead a club trip - Call Adrian Freeman at 995-
9023.

For a change of address or for Eddy Line subscription
information - Call Ed Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at
449-3835.

Ifyou didn't receive your EddyLine - Call Ed Schultz at 266-
3734 or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835.

For information on GCA clinics - Call the clinic coordinator
listed on the clinic schedule, or call Cance Training Directors
Barney and Sherry Spurr at 461-8760, or Kayak Training
Director John Bell at 404-345-5504.

For information on roll practice - Call Roll Practice
Coordinator Mark Brown at 448-4636 (H) or 992-3200 (W).
For information on placing want ads in the Eddy Line -
Call Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at 426-4318, or see “To
piace an ad” in the Want Ad section of the Eddy Line.

For information on commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538.

For water level information - Call the number for the
particular river listed in the back of the GCA Directory, or call
the TVA Water Resources Line at 800-238-2264. =L

Deadlines

Deadline for material tobe submitted for publication in the next
Eddy Line is the fifth of the month. The editor must receive all
articles, trip reports and classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in the next issue. If you have
access to a computer, please submit articles or trip reports on
ab-1/40or 3-1/2in.disk as an ASCII filelabeled . TXT and include
a printed copy (Disks will be returned if requested). Classified
ads willbe run for twomonths unless otherwiserequested. Send
all material to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive, Marietta,
Ga. 30066. Hand-written or phoned in material CANNOT be
accepted. Your cooperation is deeply appreciated. =L

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held on the first Thursday of
each month. All members are encouraged to attend. The
meetings are at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree Street at Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30 P.M.
If you have an item for discussion, please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your item to the agenda.
Attending Board meetings is a great way to become more
involved with the GCA.

GCA Library Items Available

Walter Howard, GCA Librarian, has the following videotapes and books
available to any GCA member. Allyouhave todoiscall Walter at 706-694-
36567 to find out what is avaﬂable The cost is $3.00 per tape or book for
postage and handling,.

Videos:

. Expedition Earth-Bio Bio in Chile-Nolan Whitesell*

. Canoes by Whitesell-Nolan Whitesell*

Ultimate Canoe (Niagara Gorge & Other Rivers) - Nolan Whitesell*

First Descents (North Fork Payette) Nolan Whitesell*

. Only Nolan (Canoce Techmque) - Nolan Whitesell*

. Path of the paddle: Ql.uetwater - By Bill Mason#

. Path of the Paddle: Whitewater - By Bill Mason#

. Kayak Handling - The Basic Strokes. Fox, Richard@

. A Second Helping - A Review of Kayak Basics. NOC@

10. River Rescue - The Video. Ford, Anne R. & Bechdel, Les@

Books:

1. Song of the Paddle - By Bill Mason~

2. Path of the Paddle - By Bill Mason+

8. Paddle to the Amazon - The World’s Longest Canoe Trip+

4. People Protecting Rivers: A Collection of Lessons from Successful Grass
Roots Activists+

© T O

5. Northern Georgia Canoceing - Otey & Sehlinger+

6. Whitewater Home Companion: Southeastern Rivers+

7. The Chattooga Wild and Scenic River. Boyd, Brian+

8. The Digest Book of Canoeing+

9. A Canoeing and Kayaking Guide to the Streams of Tennessee, Vol I+
10. River Rescue - Bechdel & Ray+

11. The Georgia Conservancy’s Guide to the North Georgia Mountains+
12. Brown’s Guide to the Georgia Outdoors+

13. Canoeing & Kayaking - American Red Cross+

14. Mountain Getaways in GA, N.C. & TN. Hoffland, Rusty+

* Donated by Nolan Whitesell.

# Donated by Smokey Mountain Sports.

@ Donated by James Gathany.

+ Donated by Walter Howard.

~ Donated by Barry Hahn

Any/all donations or loans to the library are welcome. Send them to:

Walter Howard
308 Charolais Trail
Cohutta, GA 30710
Phone 706-694-3557
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CLASSIFIED ADS

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are free
to dues-paid GCA members. Send your
type-written ad to: Allen Hedden, 2923
Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga. 30066. NO
PHONED-IN ORHAND-WRITTEN ADS.
All ads will be run for two issues unless
otherwise requested.

CANYON QUESTION - I am having
problems getting my open canoe and two
kayakstoFlagstaff, AZ. My Grand Canyon
trip starts June 22, 1993 and ends July 4.
Does anyone have ideas on how to ship
them outthere and back? I want tofly out,
and the airlines will not take my boat.
Someone save me from driving. Tony Able
8'78-5550 after 6:00 PM.

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA needs
your help. Weneed volunteers to serveon
committees, dodata entry, label and mail
newsletters, ete. Call 421-9729 and leave
a message.

FOR SALE - Canoces and kayaks —
Mohawk, Perception, Aquaterra. New
boats from $389.00. Ace Hardware,
Jackson Geargia. 706-775-7501 Tom.
FOR SALE-Canoe, Mchawk Challenger,
green 14' solo Royalex playboat, great for
class 2 and light class 3, Jensen designed,
very good condition, $250. Jerry Holladay,
299-0077 (w), 321-6746 (h).

FOR SALE - Solocanoe, Sunburst IT with
Perception saddle. $375. 803-647-9719.
FOR SALE - C-1, White Phoenix Slipper,
oneyearold, excellent condition, for $100.
Also, Famous River Machinekayak. Only
weighs 20 pounds, but very strong with
kevlar and carbon fiber, for only $150.
Also, assorted paddling gear - life vest, k-
1 skirts, paddles and paddling jackets.
Hank Klausman 587-0499.

FOR SALE - Catarafts - one Russian
with inflatable seats (original NOC rally
model); one 1991 American made with
minicell seats. $500 each. Also 1992 Blue
Ridge Paddle Cat demos available. Gina
Johnson 404-521-6442 (days), 404-971-
1542 (nights).

FOR SALE -Car, 1987 Chevy Caprice. V-

8, air, stereo, cruise. All service records
available. Reliable everyday
transportation or river car (has rain
gutters). $5,000 obo. Call Frank at 591-
0268.

FOR SALE - Dry suit, Kokotat one-
piece, size large, worn only once. Paid
$300. Will sell for $250. Call Marc at
261-9975.

FOR SALE - Kayak, Perception Mirage
in good condition with 2 skirts, onein fair
condition, one very good. Bow and stern
air bags in good condition. Perception
paddle used twice, like new. $400.
Perception canoe saddle with dry
storage; like new. $50. Yellow
Extrasport “shortie” life vest, model
CHX-1, like new — used approx. 15
times. Small, $22. Call Susy Johnson
455-0220.

FOR SALE - Kayak, Lazer, yellow.
Excellent Condition. $350. Call Allen at
426-4318.

FOR SALE - Kayak, red Perception
Reflex - $400 or trade for another kayak.
Cance - Mohawk Whitewater 16 or XL-
13, neworused. Canoe-Old Town Otter
- $450. Jay Srymanske 706-635-2726 or
706-635-2524.

FOR SALE - Kayak, Perception Dancer
XT with Harmony paddle, spray skirt,
and Extrasport Hi-Float PFD. Call Jack
Crosby in Athens at 706-353-1737 after
5:00 or leave a message during the day.
$450 for everything or trade for used
canoe.

FOR SALE OR TRADE - Sea kayak,
Perception Spectrum with wood paddle,
skirt and thigh brace. Excellent
condition, $450 or trade for solo cruiser
or tandem tripper canoe. Dennis Carlson
at 339-7672 (day) or 925-4122 (night).
FOR SALE - Land, approximately 10
acres of beautiful, rhododendron covered
hillside (mountain side), top elevation
2,800 feet, Robbinsville, N.C., 17 milesto
Nantahala Outdoor Center, $10,000 plus
cost of survey, Jerry Holladay 321-6746

(h), 299-0077 (w).

FOR SALE - Mountain home:
Dawsonville property of approx. 7 acres
with 10-year-old “rustic” house, including
business of Amicalola River Raft
Outfitters, Hunting Lodge and
International Hostel at no cost option.
Walk to Edge of the World Rapid. Live
every day the life you only get to live on
Saturday and Sunday. PegWalker, Harry
Norman Realtors -329-0188 (W) or 899-
3100 (V.P.).

FOR SALE - Racks, Yakima, requires
rain gutters. Future wife says nosell, no
newracksfor my new truck. $60. Wayne
Sanders - 434-9988 (w), 514-1513 (h).
FOR SALE - Racks, Thule boat racks
with uprights for any GMC Safari or
Astro Van, one year old, mint condition.
$200. Hank Klausman 587-0499.
STOLEN BOAT-Red Perception Dancer
with light yellow and white trim, stolen
from vehicle (in driveway) on 2/12/93.
“Dennis Crain 404-633-6487" written
inside boat. Please call with any
information. Dennis Crain or Jeanne
Peters: 404-633-6487 (H) 894-8551 (W)
or 727-5635 (W). REWARD OFFERED.
TAKE A HIKE -1 am looking for someone
to hike the Georgia to North Carolina
section of the Appalachian Trail with me
or at least hike part of it). I am goingin
May. If interested, please call Anne
Daniel at 892-7613

WANTED TO TRADE -I wantaDagger
Encore new or used. I will do custom
cabinet work or remodeling, repair job -
carpentryinexchange. Michael Houchins
(H) 815-8793, (W) 631-3230 ext. 207.
WANTED - Canoe, solo, used Viper,
Dagger or Old Town. Prefer partially or
fully rigged for white water. Can’t wait
much longer. Money to burn for the right
boat. Brandon - 498-1921, digital pager
946-6774.

- WANTED - Kayak. I am looking for a

kayak. I am abeginner, female, 5 ft. 4in.
Please call 875-4648.

The Eddy Line
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Are You a White Water Paddler?

by Peter Oberbreckling

Are you a white water paddler? Do you feel like an
endangered species? Threatened by a loss of your habitat?
Under the impression that you stand alone, or at least in
diminutive numbers to those practicing less savory prac-
tices of paddle craft, let alone even less civilized (less
uncivilized?) forms of recreation? I'm a white water
paddler. I use to feel this way, until I found help.

There’s an organization out there that is comprised
of people like you and me (scarey thought) that cares
about people like you and me. It’s called the American
Whitewater Affiliation. Hey —the name says it all.
American (nothing wrong with that) Whitewater (now
we’re getting somewhere) Affiliation ( a tad less preten-
tiousthan “club”or “association” —reflecting white water
paddlers’ affinity for less than rigid or non-existent orga-
nizational entities).

There are quite a few organizations that are “river
friendly” or “pro-paddling”. By-and-large, they are good
organizations. I know, because I belong to those organi-
zations, too. But listen to me now friends, put your hand
on the PFD, and believe me when I say, “This is where you
belong!”

I know what you are thinking. You're thinking—
Gee Peter, I remember when you told me to go left over
that drop instead or right, or I remember when you said
that hole wasn’t sticky. Why should I listen to you? And
besides, I'm a white water paddler -a mutant. Ain’t
nobody going to understand me. And what’s in it for me
anyway, excepting maybe a tax deduction? Well my good
friend, good questions. Here’s what a $20/year member-
ship in the AWA gets you:

1. Membership in, and support of an organization
that is at the forefront of the issue of safety in white water
boating. On a yearly basis, the AWA compiles a compen-
dium of, and assembles statistics on; white water acci-
dents, deaths, and near misses. The purpose is to educate.
Texas was saddened by two white water related paddling
deaths this past year. Through the AWA, information
about those deaths was disseminated nationally, in the
hope that similar occurrences can be prevented in the
future.

2. Affiliation with an organization that is dedicated .

and committed to the conservation of white water rivers.
The AWA provides technical advice, monitors rivers and
raises money for conservation efforts. Sure, other organi-
zations are actively promoting river conservation — and
that’s great — but some of these rivers are flat water.

3. Support of a group that is working hard to ensure

that your legal rights to access a river aren’t being
compromised. There are only so many white water rivers.
Population increases, new hydroelectric projects, and
other factors may impinge on your ability to utilize those
rivers. We need to make sure that these resources are
shared in an equitable fashion.

4. A pretty cool AWA sticker for your shuttle vehicle.
Ever get to the put-in for a river and have trouble getting

a shuttle? It’s a thing of the past with this sticker. Other -

paddlers will see it and know you are serious about your
sport. They’ll want to run the river with you, and will
gladly shuttle with you.

5. I saved the best for last. A yearly subscription to
the bi-monthly rag “American Whitewater”. This sub-

. stantial (50-60 page) magazine doesn’t have a lot of things.

No color pictures. No 4WD vehicle ads, and no articles
about sea kayaking bed and breakfast tours, idyllic mo-
ments spent puttering around on some stagnant pond, or
canoe expeditions on the Wherethfaggazitt River. It does
have lots of articles about paddling white water, and lots
of nice B&W pictures. Plus, all the top schools, video
makers, and equipment manufacturers advertise in it. A
lot of these outfits don’t have ads in one of those other
glossy magazines. I'm not suggesting that you dump
those other subscriptions, merely that you take on this
one as well. Someone’s gotta jump start the economy...
Den’tlook for this mag at Tom Thumb or B. Dalton’s—you
gotta join the AWA to get it.

Seriously, if you are a white water paddler, youcan’t
afford not to be a member of this organization. Send $20
(tax deductible), payable to the American Whitewater
Affiliation to:

AWA
P.O. Box 85
Phoenicia, NY 12464

They’ll be glad to hear from you, and you'll be glad
you did.

- From the Dallas Downriver Club newsletter. b
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

March

6 Talking Rock Creek

6 Nantahala River

6 Upper Hooch

6 Lower Amicalola

6-7 Mulberry Fork Races - Alabama
13 Upper Amicalola

13 Upper Hooch

13 Chattooga Sec IV

13 Locust Fork

13 Lower Amicalola Class 3-4 Advanced
13-14 Trip Leaders Clinic at the N.O.C.

14 Ohoopee River Flat water

14 Mulberry Fork

20 Ocmulgee River

20 Mountaintown Creek .
20 Nantahala River

20 Ocoee River

20 Tellico River

21 Tellico River

27 Lake Seminole ' Flat water
27 Talking Rock Creek
27 Nantahala River

27 Lower Amicalola Class 3-4 Advanced
27 Chattooga 3-1/2 Class 3-4 Advanced
28 Spring Creek Flat water

27-28 Ocoee Double Header Races

Class 3-4 Advanced

Class 4-5 Advanced

Class 1 Beginner

Class 3-4 Advanced

April

3 West Fork Chattooga Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
3 Nantahala River Class 2-3 Intermediate

3 Chattooga Sec III Class 3-4 Advanced

3 Lower Amicalola Class 3-4 Advanced

4 Cartecay River Class 2-3 Intermediate

To volunteer to lead flat water trips, call Phillip Warren at 751-7123.

Class 2-3 Easy Intermediate
Class 2-3 Intermediate
Class 2-3 Intermediate

Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate

Class 2-3 Intermediate

Class 2-3 Intermediate

Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate

Class 3+ Intermediate-Advanced
Class 3+ Intermediate-Advanced

Class 1-2 Trained Beginner
Class 2-3 Intermediate

Fred Chumley 924-4928
Lee Miles 487-8362
Mike Ivie 599-3567
Gary Latham 516-9645
Haynes Johnson 971-1542
Nancy Barker 874-8897
John Baker 339-8400
. Ron Hardy 205-820-7473
Brent Coleman 706-867-4061
Adrian Freeman 995-9023
John Brower 912-754-6457
Ron Hardy 205-820-7473
Jimmy Nipper 499-0015
Jay Srymanske 706-635-2726
Gerard Aberson 262-7212
David Newbern 373-2464
Doug Walker 996-7608
Francis & Julie Cheung 939-0202
Tom Martin 662-0058
Ed Ayers 706-232-3726
David Jecha ‘ 098-8478 -
Dirk Bertrand 978-1964
Jim Jones ; 509-0728
Tom Martin : 662-0058
Frank Crane 591-0268
Lee Entrekin ' 876-3911
Jerry Cope 706-746-3127
Bruce Bishop 591-0015
Michael Bridges ( 924-0006

i
! "
I/ 1'

FOR INFORMATION ON CURRENT WATER LEVELS OR IMPROMPTU TRIPS: Call John

Upchurch or Mark Brown of Go With The Flow at 992-3200.

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Adrian Freeman at 995-9023. As
usual, we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our
excellent trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate

a trip on your favorite river today! The GCA needs You!

CHATTOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private
(USFS regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is

appreciated.

The Eddy Line 3
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(continued from page 1)

White water boaters need to join forces with outdoor enthu-
siasts who pursue other potentially dangerous activities
such as caving and rock climbing in seeking legislation that
will protect landowners from liability. (I believe Tennessee
enacted such a law on a trial basis. -Editor)

Local boating groups need to take the initiative in

- negotiating acceptable access agreements with private
landowners, corporate officials and park managers. And
we all need to mind our manners on and around the rivers,
respecting the property rights and sensitivities of local
residents and landowners. Boaters need to maintain good
safety practices as well, so that locals and river managers
are not drawn into untoward rescue situations.

River access is a complex issue, but not one that we
can afford to ignore. The AWA stands ready to help. A
special committee is currently drawing up an official AWA
Access Policy that will address these issues in general
terms. Hopefully, this policy can be used as ammunition
in fighting these battles, irrespective of circumstance.

Through the American Whitewater newsletter, the
AWA can help muster support for protests and letter
writing campaigns. The AWA even has some funding
available to fight these battles. But the AWA can’t do it
alone. Individual boaters and local paddling clubs need to
get the ball rolling. Just sitting around the camp fire
griping to your cronies doesn’t accomplish much.

Access is everyone’s problem. Don’t expect someone
else to single-handedly fight your battles. Because if you
do, the next time you head for your favorite river, you may
be in for an unpleasant surprise.

- From “American Whitewater”, journal of the AWA. >

SHAFU By Bruce Beattle

‘It's a ripoff. The guide only

ouncements

From The Boardroom

Highlights of the February 4, 1993,
Board of Directors meeting.

- Ed Schultz gave the Treasurer’s report.
The possibility/probability of a restructur-
ing of dues for the 1994 fiscal year was discussed, and
information will be gathered by the May Board meeting on
possibilities for various forms of dues structures.

- In the absence of the Membership Director, Ed also
reported on membership. As of January 31, we are at 608
individual and family memberships, 11 below the same
period last year.

- Environmental Chair Carol Mercer moved that the GCA
joinwith the ACA, the AWC, American Rivers, and America
Outdoors in a motion to intervene in the application of
Georgia Power Company to renew the FERC license to
operate the hydropower dams on the Tallulah River. The
motion was seconded and passed. Carol then reported on
the data analysis for the Chattooga landfill hy Rick Moss —
Rick does not see any major problems at this point. The
Conservation Committee then gave a year end summary
and answered questions about its activities. Theissue ofthe
U. S. Forest Service proposals for “improvements” at the
Highway 76 bridge access point to the Chattooga Wild and
Scenic River was discussed, and GCA’s representation was
ensured at a Forest Service public meeting of user groups
scheduled for February 20 at the Stumphouse Ranger
District.

- Louise Shriber of the Georgia Greenways Council ad-
dressed the Board concerning Federal funds that will be-
come available over the next two years for recreational uses,
such as trail construction, and asked that the Board support
the proposal for Coastal Kayak trails on the Georgia Coast.
- Cruisemaster Adrian Freeman asked for volunteers to
coordinate trips, and reported on the registration for the
March 13 & 14 Trip Leader Training Clinic.

- Kayak Training Director John Bell announced the 1993
kayak training schedule. The subject of a clinic fee change
was brought up and discussed.

- Canoe Training Directors Barney and Sherry Spurr
indicated that due to their recent vacation, the canoe
training schedule was not quite completed.

- Racemaster Mary Trauner spoke about race plans for the
Southeasterns and put out a call for volunteers for commit-
tee heads.

- Safety Chairman Stewart Stokes announced that the

unsightly chemical production facility in Ducktown /Cop-
per Hill, and the remains of the road used in the nineteenth
century to transport copper to the rail head at Cleveland.
And speaking of Copper Hill, the only evidence of man
visible from the Moon is (1) the Great Wall of China, and (2)
the huge, barren, red spot on the earth’s surface surround-
ing Copper Hill that was the legacy of the copper smelting
activity there in the nineteenth and early twentieth century,
the same activity that acidified the land surrounding the
Ocoee to the extent that nothing would grow there, and the
run-off from which continues to acidify the Ocoee today.
Ithink the Forest Service is about a hundred and fifty years
too late in its efforts to protect the Ocoee River, a river that
would have nowaterin it tothis day ifit weren’t for the years
of effort bywhitewater paddlers in the seventies and eighties
to get a congressional mandate for recreational releases on
the lower section of the river.

I will end my tirade on this newspaper article by quoting
Thomas Jefferson, who said, I do not take a single newspa-
per, nor read one a month, and I feel myself infinitely
happier for it.” He also said, “The man who reads nothing
at allis better educated than the man whoreads nothing but
newspapers.” No wonder the man was such a successful
politician! K

Ask Dr. Duffek

Dear Dr. Duffek:

I felt compelled to inform you of the findings reported by the
Blixt Foundation in their study of unisex paddling clothes,
particularly in poly underwear.

1. In assuming that men and women can wear the same
underwear, garment makers tend to overlook that some
women chafe more easily than some men.

2. While dry suits claim to be unisex, it is far more simple
for a man to “pee” while wearing front entry dry suits than
for women.

3. Because they have wider hips than men, women often
have to buy a larger size in order to get their paddling pants
on, which: can lead to a complex, and/or low self-esteem.
Therefore, we have no choice but to consider unisex pad-
dling clothing gender-biased.

- A Complexed Feminist
Dr. Duffek Replies:
Gee, that’s fascinating....
- From the Atlanta Whitewater Club newsletter. L

Wild Hearts

In Memory of Bob Porter

He chose a canyon

where the King’s River

snowmelts down mountains bright
turning again to white

crashing over boulders and through
calm pools and falls wild again —
Through bright morning rapids
until his turn at the rock

where a kayak shouldn’t be

on the river you often see
mistakes made easy

not like this —

He couldn’t go right

so he squeezed left

over the drop and pinned the bow
held by water dead heavy now
pulled from the boat by friends’ rope
gone slack and he was swept away —
And pinned under boulders

for the rest of his life -

in a dark place of deep roar

like places we had risked before

in fun

for our wild hearts —

Years ago I was trapped

and he tried to help

our paddles and boats were lost

a torn knee but no lasting cost

and we laughed

at his car’s empty load —

On the water still

I remember him

and how we always knew

life risks death and a few

in a breathless moment

take the river home —

- Wayne Julian Parker

- From the Atlanta Whitewater Club newsletter.

River Safety and Rescue Clinic would probably be held at
Mountaintown Outdoor Expeditions this year.

"It might be said that that the river flowing by is the present time, upriver is the past, and downstream lies the future."
- Harlan Hubbard

pours milk overboarg.”
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Experts Studying Impact of
Olympic White Water

Competition on Ocoee

" From The Atlanta Constitution, 1-93

As Atlanta Olympics officials wade through con-
tracts and site plans for the 1996 Games, environmental-
ists two hours away are wading in a cold mountain river
to decide if it can handle the demands of an Olympic white
water competition.

A 1,500 foot stretch of the scenic Ocoee River in
Tennessee was chosen by Olympic officials as the site for
kayaking and canoeing events in 1996. But before the
first paddle hits the water, the U. S. Forest Service must
determine whether the three day event will be too much
of a disruption to water and wildlife.

“Is the environment capable of supporting what’s
been proposed? That’s the question we have to answer,”
said Paul Wright, head of the Olympics project for the
Forest Service. “There’s a lot of excited people that all
they can see is plastic boats and paddles. But the things
people want don’t necessarily do the land any good,” he
said. “We’re always in this balancing act of trying to
ensure the land can support the things people want to do
on it.”

An OK from the Forest Service would give the
Atlanta Games the distinction of being the first to hold
white water events on a natural river. Previous Olympic
white water events have been held on man-made, con-
crete-bottomed canals.

The event also would serve as a symbol of the
growing demands placed on the South’s rivers by the
thousands of people who trek to their banks each year for
recreation. The region’s rivers sustain fishing, white
water sports, water skiing, river boat gambling, and other
commercial and recreational activities in growing num-
bers, officials said. Fresh water fishing alone adds hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to Southern states’ economies
each year, according to fisheries officials, who say those
figures are rising.

The moneymaking potential of the Olympics has had
little bearing on the Forest Service’s mission to protect the
Ocoee, Mr. Wright said. The river is about two hours
north of Atlanta in the Cherokee National Forest, a
federally protected area.

“We face the task of complying with the Environ-
mental Protection Act, and that requires a good bit more
scrutiny than any of these other Olympic venues have had
to address,” Mr. Wright said.

A group of about 15 environmentalists, biologists

and archaeologists have been combing the Ocoee and its
banks for about a year, searching for signs of endangered
species or historic ruins. Such a find could spell doom for
Olympic white water events in 1996."If this site is not
used, there will be no site,” Mr. Wright said. "To call it off,
we would have to find something of more value than the
Olympics. Like if the last California condor had built his
nestnext to the river, or if, in the process ofexcavating, we
were to find the ruins of an Egyptian temple.”

The searchers haven’t found anything so rare yet,
but their search won’t be complete for about six months.
A final decision is due in October.

Joan Sanchez, United Press.

Editor’s note: Who do these people think they're kidding?
Are they stupid, or do they just think we are? Is the Forest
Servicereallyallthat concerned abouttheimpact a few glass
boats (I don’t know of any world class paddlers who race in
plastic) and a few thousand spectators might have on ariver
that annuallyis paddled by about 200,000 peoplewho arrive
in tens of thousands of vehicles and are watched by many
thousands of spectators?

Are they serious about the impact on the wildlife of a river
that has been biologically dead for 150 years, polluted
beyond beliefby decades of copper miningand smelting, and
theoperationofthe Tennessee Chemical Company plant just
upstream of the site? Theimpact on ariver bed that, because
of hydroelectric generating facilities, didn’t see water for
seventy or so years, except when TVA was doing mainte-
nance on its generators? Ariver that is flanked on one bank
by atwo-to-four-lane major U. 8. Highway, and on the other
by a system of flumes, canals, tunnels, water conduit tubes,
and power generating stations? A river that is impounded
byaseriesof hydropower dams stretching from south of Blue
Ridge, Georgia, almost to Cleveland, Tennessee?

Give me a break! I've paddled that river regularly for eight
years, and the only aquatic animal life I've seen there is a
single crayfish at the mouth of Goforth Creek that had
obuviously washed down out of Goforth and was probably in
the process of succumbing to the highly acidic Ph valueof the
Ocoee River water.

Ican’tevenrecall seeing any aquatic plants in the river, only
abunch oftrees and shrubs that grew intheriver bed during
the decades that saw no water flow because of hydropower
generation.

Where were all these environmentalists when the “scenic”
Ocoee River was being raped and pillaged by the Tennessee
Valley Authority, the Tennessee Chemical Company, the
copper mining companies, the U. S. Department of Trans-
portationard the Tennessee Department of Transportation,
to name a few REAL villains? The only archaeological find
they are likely to discover is the ruins of a rather large and
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- Social Chair Karla Bowman announced that the February
ski trip to Snowshoe did not make and would be cancelled.
She also discussed plans for the March 12 General Member-
ship Meeting and the April 23 & 24 Spring Extravaganza.
- River Rights Chair Dan McIntyre updated the Board on
the Armuchee case and discussed legislative alternatives
available at this point.

- ACA Liaison Oreon Mann announced the ACA Swift
Water Rescue Certification Clinic at the NOC on September
18, 1993.

- Insurance renewal options were discussed and appropri-
ate decisions made for the Club’s liability policy. K

Spring Membership Meeting

Don't forget the Spring Membership Meeting on
Friday, March 12, 1993, at 7:00 p.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Atlanta. See the flyer and
map in this issue of The Eddy Line.

The meeting will feature a covered dish dinner,
social hour, ashort business meeting, and a guest speaker,
Joellen Dickey, from W.L.N. and O.R.C.K.A,, as well as
other entertainment as time allows.

Come and enjoy the good food, the good company,
and the entertainment, and perhaps arrange an im-
promptu trip or two for the weekend. 4

ACA Swift Water Rescue

Workshop Offered

by Oreon Mann, ACA Representative
An ACA Swift Water Rescue Workshop will be of-
fered at the Nantahala Outdoor Center on June 12 & 13.
The cost will be $75, and preregistrationisrequired. Send
money to:
Dave Mason
2320 Salcedo Street
Savannah, GA 31406
This course is the first step to becoming certified by
the ACA as a swift water rescue instructor or instructor
trainer. The second step would be to come back and
instruct with one of the instructor trainers.

- The GCA River Safety & Rescue Clinic could be used
to get many of our club members certified by having an
ACA instructor trainer observe. Also the ACA Methods
Workshop associated with the Dixie Division meeting on
September 18 & 19 at the NOC has a river rescue exercise
scheduled that could allow more certification possibilities.
It also would not hurt for a team of GCA instructors to
enter the Nolichucky Rodeo River Rescue Contest this
year. X

Winter Roll Practice Cancelled

Roll practice at the Warren Memorial Boys' and
Girls' Club pool has been cancelled for the rest of the
season. Continuing problems with the pool heater, plus
additional problems with the filtration and treatment
system forced this regrettable measure.

The City Health Department advised the Boys' and
Girls' Club to close the pool until repairs could be made,
which will not be until at least April. We regret any
inconvenience to our members.

Volunteers Needed

The Twenty Fifth Annual
Southeastern Slalom and Wild

Water Championships!!

Well, John, Lori and I decided to go for it again this
year and help put on this event. While it was a lot of work,
we really had a great time and would like to put what we
learned to good use again thisyear. I willagain be serving
as the Racemaster and John and Lori will be Co-Registrar.

This year, the race will be held (at the Nantahala, as
usual) on May 22 & 23. Please put it on your calendars.
We had a great turn out from volunteers in 1992 who
worked hard and had a good time. I’'m hoping that many
of you, both newcomers to racing and veterans, will come
to help out. This is a club event, and our success rests
primarily on our volunteer turnout.

We have split the organization of the race into a ~
number of committees. They include:

Registration Course Design

Starting Gate Hanging

Boat Inspection Safety

Chili Supper Communications
Lunches Timing

Gate Judging General Volunteers
Traffic Control T-shirt Sales

Cleanup & Removal  Scoring :
Information Booth Base Camp Reservations

Iam looking for many, many volunteers. AndI could
use the help of an Assistant Racemaster. I still need
chairpersons for some committees and we will need many
people who can offer a few hours of their time on either or
both days. Some of these committees may be of particular
interest to you. If so, please contact me so we can talk
aboutit. Icanbereached at home (577-4719) or work (894-
6166.)

I'look forward to working with many of you this May!

- Mary Trauner, Racemaster
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More Announcements

1993 East Coast Sea Kayak

Symposium

The third annual East Coast Sea Kayak Symposium
will be held in Charleston, S. C.,on April 16, 17 & 18. This
FULL weekend will focus on the history, technique,
hands on experience and fun of kayak touring. The
symposium will include lectures, workshops and demon-
strations directed toward the novice as well as the expe-
rienced paddler.

The symposium will be at James Island County
Park, and is sponsored by the Charleston County Parks
and Recreation Department. Campingfacilities are avail-
able, as well as hotel accommodations, and meals will be
offered on Saturday and Sunday.

For more information on the symposium, contact:

Jeff Greiner
ECSKS
P. O. Box 7623
Athens, GA 30604
Phone: 706-546-4160
Fax: 706-613-7352 -4

Beware the Black Camero-
Firebird

January 16, 1993 was a good day for the men who
steal underwear, but was a bad day for us paddlers of the
Tellico that planned on wearing dry clothes home. Some-
where in the hills of Tennessee, two men in the dreaded
black spoilered machine are enjoying free beer, free cash,
free cassette tapes, and dry used underwear courtesy of us
generous Tellico paddlers. Maybe the local police will
catch them using free credit cards or free personal checks.
It is obvious the 6 ft. 2 in. man in the brown coat felt bad
aboutbreaking my friend’s car window, since he stole keys
to prevent the necessity of future glass breakage.

Signed,

Paddler Without Dry Underwear L

DONATIONS WANTED
Camp Kiwanis (Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs of Metro
Atlanta)needs a variety of open and decked
boats / rafts for one Kayak & Canoe pro-

gram. Also, we can use any paddling gear.
All donations are tax deductible.
Please contact Mike Miller at 527-7100 or

371-1897.

NOC Spring Splash!

April 3, 1993, at the Nantahala Outdoor Center, try
out this season’s new boats and equipment at the Store
from 9:00 a.m. till?

There will be a white water flea market open to
anyone wishing to sell recreational equipment. Please
look for the designated parking area by the NOC Motel
and the Instruction Fort. PLEASE DO NO PARK ON
HIGHWAY 19/74. This is a very dangerous road and the
police WILL give you a ticket if you park there.

There will be a potpourri of clinics and seminars,
lunch and dinner specials, demonstrations, shows, and
even a prize drawing. For further information, please call

the NOC at 704-488-2175. Y

"No race can prosper until it learns that there is
as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing a
poem."

- Booker T. Washington

- 2nd ANNUAL GCA TRIP
COORDINATING COMPETITION

First, second and third place prizes will be
presented at the Fall General Membership
Meeting in October. Gift certificates valued
at $60.00, $40.00, and $30.00 respectively will
be awarded.

RULES:

1. Winners are based on the most trips coordi-
nated beginning in April through August.

2. For a trip to qualify, you must:

a) complete the trip you signed up to coordinate.
(cancelled trips due to low water, weather, etc.
do not count.) Trips moved to another river due
to water level do count.

b) You must mail the completed waiver forms to
Risk Management Chairman, Scott Wilhelm.

¢) You must submit a trip report for publication
in The Eddy Line within three weeks of the trip.

TO ENTER: Sign up to coordinate a trip now by
calling Cruisemaster Adrian Freeman at (404)
995-9023. I can bookyou for trips through August
now.
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wear? This time, I made two trips, which was a lot easier
on my shoulders.

The Hoel Pond put-in at the end of the portage was
alarge camping area, and I arrived there at the same time
as an outfitter with a group of day-tripping novices. Not
“canoeists,” just people out for a supervised day on the
water. We all put on at the same time, and I was amused
watching one fellow instructing his wife how to use a bent-
shaft paddle. You'd think a dedicated gripwould keephim
from holding it backwards, wouldn’t you?

I set out across Hoel Pond, the biggest yet, with their
eight boats strung out behind me. I felt disgruntled, but
didn’t realize why for a while. Then I realized that these
were the first voices I had heard in almost 24 hours, and
they were shouting. Not abrasively, but enthusiastically
sharing their fun with each other. To me though, it was
an intrusion, like when the people at the next campsite
play loud music late at night. I cranked up my stroke rate
and left them behind, and the blessed quiet of the wilder-
ness enveloped me again.

At the northern end of Hoel, I crossed into the St.
Regis Canoe Area, a wilderness within Adirondack Park.
St. Regis is off limits to motors and contains some lovely
lakes and mountains, and some killer portages. I passed
up the opportunity to carry two miles to see Nellie Pond,
although I'm sure it’s lovely.

Another hour’s paddling and two short carries
brought me into Long Pond, which was a beautiful setting,
just as the outfitter had promised. Although it was early
in the afternoon, I decided to camp, as I only had a few
miles left for Monday morning. I inspected and rejected
two acceptable sites, then found a lovely spot on a narrow
point that closed offa small cove. The site was high, clear,
and breezy, with water on three sides. It was also infested
with the boldest chipmunks I'd ever seen.

While I was setting up the tent, I heard a splash and
looked up in time to see a large osprey rising from the
water about 50 feet out with a trout in its talons. That
reminded me that the outfitter had told me about an
osprey nest on the other side of that cove, so I paddled over
and hiked in to search for it, without success. A group of
large grey birds appeared out in the lake. I thought they
were geese, but when I paddled out to say Hi they turned
out to be gulls.

I spent the afternoon reading, cruising, swimming
(briefly), and looking for interesting rocks in the clear
water. Fishermen drifted past from time to time. Finally,
the setting sun inflamed the waters of Long Pond stretch-
ing out to the west along the route I would take then next
morning. About then I discovered a down-side of solo
travel: I enjoyed the peace and tranquility, but I felt

lonely, and wished I had someone to share that charmed
evening with. I guess you, Gentle Reader, are it.

Dinner that night was a calmer affair, although I
had to chase chipmunks constantly. The mosquitoesshow
up at dark, so I spent the evening reading in the tent and
watching the pond though the netting. '

Monday morning I was going to get right off to an
early start, but I had a visit from a great blue heron, who
flapped in and stalked about my cove. He kept a wary eye
on me, but allowed me to approach quite closely. Finally,
I had to leave him and head on down Long Pond. The
forest reflected vividly in the water; you could pick out
every twig and leaf. Smoke rose lazily from a few camp-
sites behind the trees, carrying the smell of bacon and
coffee.

The take-out came — as always — far too soon,
although my tripwas actually 3/4 mile + 3/4 mile + 3/4 mile
from being over (That’s outfitter estimate; I say it was at
least a mile one way). I gave back the canoe and gear, and
drove a few miles up the road to shower at a state park.

So now, do I want to give up white water paddling for
tripping? Nope. I enjoyed the trip, and T would like to go
again, maybe in a year or so, but I'll take somebody along
to appreciate the beauty of the north country with me.
Just so long as they know when to keep quiet. K

The River

by Evan Cramer

The water

Churns with white bubbles,
Waiting for the next solitary
Boat.

It appears:

A single red dot maneuvering
Through the rocky shoals.

The boat

Drops

Into the swirling white,

And disappears.

Suddenly,

It surges to the surface,

An invisible hand throwing it about,
But again

Disappears

Into the thrashing water.

Only protected by a small helmet,
The frantic man paddles fiercely,
Battling for control.

But the river wins,

Flipping the boat,

And sending it farther down river.
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Adirondack Weekend

by Steve Cramer

Reading Jaimie Hall’s recent article about a solo trip
on the Mullica motivated me to share some thoughts
about the three day solo canoe tripI tookin the Adirondacks
this fall. I was taking my daughter up to college and found
myself with a weekend to fill (SuperSavers, you know), so
I called up an outfitter (St. Regis Outfitters, Clear Lake,
NY) and went offon a trek. I asked for route suggestions,
my only limitations being (1) that it was then noon on
Saturday and I had to be back in town (Canton, NY) by
noon Monday and (2) I wanted to walk as little as possible.

They sent me off on the Floodwood Ponds Loop, 10-
12 miles through Floodwood Pond, Fish Creek, Follensby
Clear Pond, Polliwog Pond, Hoel Pond, and several oth-
ers. “Not many portages on this route,” they said, “only
eight, and the longest one’s only 3/4 mile.” Now, to put
that into context, on a solo trip a “3/4 mile portage” means
you walk 8/4 mile with a canoe on your shoulders, then
back 3/4 mile, then 3/4 mile carrying a 75 pound portage
pack. Now, I know that. Then, I remembered some
nonsense I read in Canoe about weight not being a
problem ona canoe trip. Andit’s not, ifyou are sharing the
weight with your partner.

Anyway, I got my pack filled up with more food that
I could possibly eat, staggered to the put-in (about 200
yards), and set off across the pond. You probably know
that in that part of the world a “pond” can be several
square miles in area. I stopped on an island for lunch and
tried to figure out where I was and where I was going. It
took a while to get what I could see and what appeared on
the map to jibe. My map skills needed practice; you don’t
need a map on the Nantahala.

I had told the outfitter that I routinely paddle Class
III water, so I didn’t mind if there was some white water
on the route. As it turns out, the Adirondacks don’t have
any to speakof. Asitalso turnsout, I quickly realized that
paddling a narrow, tippy, glass boat without floatation
and a 75 1b pack in it is not something I wanted to do in
interesting water anyway. I was using an unfamiliar 14
degree bentshaft paddle, and trying to figure out how you
low brace when the shaft is level but the blade is pointing
down.

It may not be white, but the water up there is
gorgeous: clear, still, deep, chilly, but not frigid. I was a
little early for the leaves, but some maples were already
wine red, and the birches were yellow. Every leaf ap-
peared twice, once above me and once in a perfect reflec-
tion in the water. The weather was excellent. It was the
hottest weekend of the summer, but the high was only 80.

By the way, August in the Adirondacks is pretty bug-free.

I continued across Floodwood Pond, found the out-
flow into Fish Creek, and silently slid down toward the
headwaters of Saranac Lake. Fish Creek was narrow and
winding, with huge old fallen trees submerged along the
banks. Just before the lake, I was to take out for my first
portage, but I missed the path and wandered around a
while looking for the “landing” the outfitter had promised.
It turned out to be a log staked down at the end of a bog.

I was trying to make time, since I had no conception
of how far I was going and how long it would take, so I did
a manly portage: pack on my back and canoe balanced on
the pack for 1/4 mile. Notone of the high points of the day.

Putting back on in Follensby Clear, I paddled across
to my second portage, which was only a few hundred
yards. I got lucky; a Scout troop was camped there and the
leader helped me lugthe boat across a pathless wilderness
and loweritdown a vertical 20 foot bank on the other side.

By now it was getting on toward evening, and I
started looking for the camping spots that the outfitter
had marked on my map. “There’s a great one on this
point,” she had said. I'm sure she was right, and the seven
tents already pitched there proved it. The next few were
a short portage and half a pond away, so I hurried on. I
began to getirrationally worried about finding a campsite
before dark. The outfitter had stressed the importance of
using only developed sites, and I didn’t want to intrude on
the solitude of another party.

Finally, I found a point that seemed to have two sites
on it, and made for the unoccupied one. It probably wasn’t
an official site, but I was past caring. Idecided Imustalso
be volume depleted, as I had already emptied a not very
big water bottle. I put some water on to boil and set upmy
tent, then sat for a long time sipping hot lemonade until
I felt sane and calm enough to make dinner and sack out.

The next morning was foggy and cool. Mist shrouded
the pond to either side of my campsite. An early fisherman
materialized out of the blank whiteness, glided past my
point, and vanished. A loon flew past warbling its distinc-
tive cry. A nice morning to sit and have a second cup of
coffee. Maybe a third.

But the water called, so I headed on across the pond.
By this time the fog had burned off. The pond’s surface
was glassy and still. I almost hated to rumple it, so I tried
to make my dJ-stroke as smooth as I could. My J was
moving me along at a good clip by now.

After an hour I arrived at the second major portage.
The trail skirted a golf course, of all things, and went by
a water fountain, so I tanked up. Ifelt alittle conspicuous
in damp and muddy paddling clothes among the golfers,
but who are golfers to complain about what other people
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Fifth Annual Spring Cleaning,

Little River Canyon

March 13-14, 1993 is the date for the fifth and final
clean-up of Little River Canyon. Be part of an award-
winning program. This will be a reunion event. If you
have participated, come back and BRING A FRIEND. If
you intended to come to a clean-up and just never made it,
nowisyour chance. Sign upeach morning at the Highway
35 Bridge at DeKalb/Cherokee County line or at Canyon
Mouth Park, beginning at 8:00 a.m.. Come any time, work
one hour or both days —we need your help. Call 205-845-
0051. Thanks,.... Talmadge. =<K

From the Cruisemaster

Spring time is coming. GCA members are dusting off
their kayaks and canoes getting ready for another pad-
dling season. Now is also the time to lead a trip for your
club.

Eachmonth I call members to ask them to lead a trip.
But there are only so many of the approximately 1,000
members I can call in a month’s time. It would be very
helpful to me and to the number of trips scheduled each
month if you would call me to volunteer for a trip. IfTam
not at home, simply leave the date, the river, your name,
and phone number on my answering machine. [ will then
signyou up from thatinformation and confirm it with you.
Let’s go paddling!

Call - Adrian Freeman - (404) 995-9023

The following rivers are in great demand and need
trip leaders:

Big South Fork - Cumberland, Chauga Gorge, Chat-
tooga Sec II, Chattooga Sec III, Chattooga Sec IV,
Conasauga, Coosa River, Emory Obed, Etowah, French
Broad, Hiwassee River, Little Pidgeon, Little River, Lo-
cust Fork, Middle Chestatee, Mulberry Fork, Nolichucky,
Raven Fork, Tellico, Watauga.

HELP WANTED Looking for a hard working person
to call GCA members for the purpose of leading trips. This
person will assist Adrian Freeman, Cruisemaster, in
signing up trip leaders. This person should be able to
speak English, preferably Southern English, and be will-
ing to give up about two hours a week toward this
rewarding endeavor. It is proposed this person will hold
the title of Cruisemaster II. If you wish to discuss the
possibilities, call Adrian Freeman, 995-9023. Send no
resumes. E.O.V. (Equal Opportunity Volunteers). It ain’t
that bad! b

"Yoo-hoo! Oh, yoo-hoo!... Ithink I'm getting a
blister."

Russell Sagon

260 Bennett Rd.
Jefferson, GA 30549
(706) 367-1751

The Outdoor
Information

Soccrce

DEDICATED TO THE SOUTHERN OUTDOORSMAN,
WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF GUIDES TO
SOUTHERN RIVERS AS WELL AS BOOKS ON
CANOEING, KAYAKING, MOUNTAINEERING,
CLIMBING, SKIING & FISHING.

OUR SPECIAL FOR THE MONTH IS
THE WHITEWATER HOME COMPANION VOL IT
BY WILLLIAM NEALLY
FOR THE LOW PRICE OF $8.96
(A 10% SAVINGS)
$2.00 SHIPPING / GA. RES. ADD 6% TAX.

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR FREE CATALOG!
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Conservation Corner

GCA Endorses Management
Proposal for the Chattooga River

Watershed

by Tony Able

On December 2, 1992 the GCA Board of Directors
voted to endorse a proposal by the Chattooga River Water-
shed Coalition that calls for better environmental man-
agement of the Chattooga River drainage basin. The
Coalition has drafted a proposal for submittal to the U.S.
Forest Service that emphasizes maintaining biological
diversity of plant and animal species in the forests of the
Chattooga watershed. It calls for reduction/elimination of
clear-cutting and even-aged timber management (pine
farms). The replanted rows of pines commonly seen in our
forests lack the diversity of tree types and ages to function
as balanced ecosystems.

With this endorsement the Club is stating that we
realize in order to protect the River we must protect the
entire watershed. Itisnotenough to have one or two river
cleanup trips per year. Removing trash from the River

‘only improves its appearance. It does not address under-
lying problems such as siltation and destruction of habi-
tat. Precipitation drains from the land, into the tributar-
jes, and finally into the River. To protect the River we
must protect the lands and tributaries as well.

The Coalition is comprised of several local and na-
tional conservation organizations such as the Wilderness
Society (Southeastern Region), Friends of the Mountains,
South Carolina Forest Watch, Western North Carolina
Alliance, and the Association of Forest Service Employees
for Environmental Ethics. It is the Coalition’s opinion
that the Forest Service could better manage our National
Forests. The Coalition proposes “selection” style timber
harvesting asopposed toclear-cutting. Selection manage-
ment maintains a healthy ecological balance of various
ages and species of trees in the forests. This is accom-
plished through careful selection of logging areas rather
than large-scale clear-cutting.

In March of 1990, the Forest Service issued its forest
management strategy, “New Perspectives,” to bring eco-
logically sensitive resource management to the new For-
est Plans. These programs are designed to conserve
biodiversity, provide better recreation, manage old-growth
forests as a perpetual resource, protect wetlands and
streamsides, and conserve threatened, endangered, and
sensitive species.

The Coalition is of the opinion that the Forest Ser-

vice has only given lip service to New Perspectives. Clear-
cutting is still a common harvesting practice; the Forest
Service only refers to it by other names. The proposal
presented to the Forest Service for the Chattooga water-
shed is consistent with the language in “New Perspec-
tives.” The proposal calls for a concept of Ecosystem
Management Areas. This concept involves the identifica-
tion and management of forest habitats based on the
principles of landscape ecology, i.e. on the biological,
physiographic, and hydrologic characteristics of specific
land areas.

A primary goal of the Coalition is to have the Forest
Service plan its timber harvesting based on protection of
habitats rather than extraction of the greatest amount of
timber for the least amount of money.

The proposal also calls for elimination of “below cost”
timber sales. Presently, the cost (tax dollars) for construc-
tion of logging roads built by the Forest Service far
exceeds the amount of money taken in by sales of timber.
In other words, Forest Service timber sales usually lose
money, subsidizing the timber industry.

The Coalition proposal calls for maintenance of ad-
equate public access for recreational activities for user
groups. This benefits user groups such as boaters, fisher-
men, hikers and equestrians. It appears from this lan-
guage that little change would be made to present access
for these user groups. The proposal does call for the
elimination of all motorized vehicles on all trails, and
continued protection of the Wild and Scenic River Corri-
dor.

As a canoe club we should be particularly concerned
with siltation to the river caused by erosion of clear-cuts.
Any land management practice that strips the land of
vegetative cover promotes erosion that results in silt-
ation. When we paddle the River we do not see these
adverse land management practices taking place in the
upper parts of the basin; paddling in the corridor “we do
not see the destruction for the trees.” The time to look for
these adverse impacts is while driving through the water-
shed; driving to and from the River and during shuttles.
To protect all of our rivers we need to focus on protection
of the watersheds; protection of watersheds ultimately
protects rivers. L

]
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Shark Attack at Ano Nuevo

by Ken Kelton

The Ano Nuevo trip report I wrote for the BASK
newsletter generated a lot of interest, as had been my
plan. Icouldn’t wait to get back to this fascinating, if a bit
frightening, place. This trip is at the limits of my modest
kayaking ability, but offers such tremendous excitement
I could not resist it. I sought to entice other, more
competent paddlers into sharing this folly. Perhaps if I
could convince others that the benefits outweighed the
risks, then perhaps the trip would indeed be safe enough.

I had tried to describe the tremendous and varied

" population of marine mammals on this little ghost-town

island, where crowds of seals line the beaches and rocks,
mobs of seals cavort in the straits, and groups of seals
frolic in the surf. Indeed, thousands of these boisterous
creatures make up a virtual seal smorgasbord below the
gaunt and forbidding haunted station house.

Now, any normal person would look beyond the
obvious and realize that with all these seals in the water,
certain other branches of the food chain might also be
present, that there might perhaps be a danger beyond the
usual risks of rogue waves, equipment failures and soggy
lunches. But not so! Within a few days of the newsletter
appearing, I had several tentative inquiries about my
next descent into the Maelstrom. On Friday the 13th,
Mike Chin, a man of action called and introduced himself,
and at 10 a.m. the next day, we launched and paddled
toward the island.

It was a fine, sunny day. Swell and surf were light
and no wind blew. We paddled to the island and around
to the straits. The seals were there and gave us the usual
loud and threatening show. After about three hours we
were just north of the island and about 150 yards off a
sandy mainland beach, which was occupied by a small
colony of harbor seals.

As the sea had been so calm, I was feeling very much
in control, but I was about to get a serious dose of reality.

The Attack

My kayak was suddenly attacked by a Great White
Shark. He was about 15 feet long and presumably over
3500 lbs. Without warning his head broke the surface
along side my boat, about 18 inches behind the cockpit.
Out ofthe corner of my eye I had seen a disturbance in the
water as I felt and heard an impact on the boat, but as it
was directly behind me, I did not see the creature. This
initial impact was a solid jolt that knocked the boat
sideways a foot or two. Asmy partner watched from about
25 feet away, the shark then blasted up out of the water,
showing over half ofhis body, and proceeded to thrash the

kayak extremely violently. This went on for about five or
ten seconds, the boat at times being lifted clear out of the
water and waved furiously around in the air at about a
forty-five degree angle and then slammed back onto the
surface.

The attack kicked up a tremendous amount of spray,
so that Mike lost sight of me and the boat briefly. I knew
I was in big trouble, but I was so busy trying to stay in the
boat that I didn’t have time for thought or fear. At one
point, I caught a brief glimpse over my shoulder of a big,
shiny black fin protruding from a blast of spray and
sticking up about as high as my head, but I still did not
give a name to this ferocious assault. I just flailed at the
water with my paddle and tried to regain some degree of
control.

Eventually the boat broke free, still upright, and I
paddled like crazy. By now I was pretty scared. The
fastest paddling posture is eyes-straight-ahead, and I
didn’t look back until I was about fifty feet away. By this
time the shark was gone; I’d never gotten a good look at
him, but I could reach back and touch a seventeen inch
diameter bite mark that extended over the centerline of
the rear deck.

I was paddling a tough, plastic converted river
kayak and the creature had chewed right through the side
and punctured one of the two rear float bags. The boat
quickly flooded. By this time Mike had caughtup. He had
seen it all and was astonished to see me emerge in one
piece. We headed around some rocks and through the
surf...

(To be continued next month....)

- From “Bay Currents”, newsletter of the Bay Area Sea
Kayakers (BASK).
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there. My memory is not too good. And, separated into
two groups, it is only halfas good. But I do remember the
wild azalea on the left bank above the take-out. Remem-
ber to look for it this spring because it is an orange beauty.

We got back to the camp grounds in time for dinner.
Oh, the “Rio del Oro”, I believe that’s Spanish for River of
Gold.

Bet you thought I've probably forgotten what won-
derful GCA’ers were along? Didn’t! Because I have the
waiver forms, besides the wonderful memories.

Those who enjoyed the Etowah on this Extrava-
ganza were: Brett and Hank Baudet; Ben and Gwen
Bergen (Thanks Gwen for taking half the group); Ed and
Charles Bouvette; Evan and Steve Cramer; Marty Dyche;
Mary Gilreath; Margie and Mike Gilmore; Barbara Graves;
Diane Guillory; Linda Klein; Cathy Overby; Janet Perkins;
Phillip Powell; Miranda Roth; Louise Schriber; Lou and
Maryjane Stout; Ann Temple; dJoe Treadway; Brian
Tabukian; Daniel Viera; Doug and Michael Walker ; Kris
Whitten, and Barry Hahn - your coordinator.

I had so much fun, that I'm going to do it again this
Extravaganza. Anyone care to join us? =

Cartecay River
by Barry Hahn '

November 8, 1992: I'm so late with this report that
Iremember very little other than the participants’ names.
But, I will do the best that a procrastinator can do under
the circumstances.

It seems that it was the first nippy day of the Fall. I
am fairly sure because two dozen called and less than half
showed at the river. Those intrepid GCA’ers were: Charles
Clark; Patrick Gourley; Michael Houchins; Bob Jelley;
Bill Kelley (Thanks for being lead); Scott McCleskey;
LeRoy Robbins; Roscoe Sharpe and Barry Hahn your
coordinator.

Also wish to thank Jay Srymanske of MOE for his
usual courteous shuttle and use of his canoehis and
canoehers changing rooms. We appreciate all Jay and
MOE do for us. K

= |

1998 Cartecay Chili Run
by Jay Srymanske

January 1. The prettiest day of the New Year
greeted about two hundred white water buffs for the
seventh annual Cartecay River Chili Run. The event has
become one of the largest gatherings in the Southeast of
recreational paddlers.

The event is sponsored by Mountaintown Outdoor
Expeditions, the Georgia Canoeing Association, and
Fuzzy’s on the Cartecay. Paddlers travel either a two or
a ten mile section of the Cartecay River near Ellijay,
Georgia, and follow the trip up with a feast on hot and/or
delicious chili and fixin’s. :

Clear and sunny skies warmed the day to 60 plus
degrees, and earlier rains had raised the water level to a
fun 2.8 feet. Some paddlers were thankful for such a warm
day, due to a few unexpected swims along the way.
Paddlers Mike and Connie Johns even negotiated the trip
with party hats and noise-makers dry and intact.

While the river runners were tackling the rapids, a
board of five judges were tackling the task of selecting the
chili contest winners. Judges had to choose the best and
the hottest edible chili from thirty entries. When the
smoke had cleared and the decisions were made, everyone
enjoyed a chili and covered dish dinner.

Winners of the best chilies were Carol Srymanske,
Rick Shepard, and Rachel Gates. The hottest chili was

made with imported peppers, and the maker said it wasn’t
that hot until he added the battery acid, but was only
edible by the very brave. For this, Ty Hoffman took home
a special 3 1b. peppermint stick to help cool his taste buds.
Best edible hot chili was by Kitty Johnson, and second
place went to Carol Srymanske.

Everyone had a great day, and we’re already looking
forward to ringing in *94 with the dip of a paddle on the
wonderful Cartecay.

Palindromatic Contemplations

by Steve Cramer

Hasitever occurred to anyone that most of us paddle
palindromatic craft? A palindrome is a word (like radar,
or noon) that looks the same forwards or backwards,
which also describes most canoes. This feature has saved
me on several occasions, for example, negotiating Broken
Nose while looking madly over my shoulder to see where
I was going. The canoe was perfectly happy to be going
stern first. Truth be told, it sometimes does things better
stern first than I do forwards.

There’s a palindrome that describes a swimming
decked boater. Canyou think ofit? Whileyou’re thinking,
have youever met any GCA members with palindromatic
names? I can only think of one.

Say, Steve, isn’t “kayak” a palindrome in both name and
shape? - Editor X
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Tallulah River Hydroelectric

Relicensing Intervention

by Bruce Rowan

The GCA has decided in a vote of the Board of
Directors to support a motion initiated by the American
Whitewater Affiliation to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission to intervene and request a comprehensive
plan for the Tallulah River watershed. The motion is also
currently supported by American Rivers, Inc., America
Outdoors, and the Atlanta Whitewater Club.

The relicensing process only comes up every forty
years, and this will be the only opportunity to influence
Georgia Power Company’s policy of favoring power gen-
eration over all other non-developmental values of the
river.

It is the Club’s contention that the river’s values
must never be judged in terms of a single use, either for
power or non-power. River eco-systems provide numer-
ous and diverse natural benefits to the public, including
recreation (boating, fishing, hiking, camping, etc.), fish
and fisheries resources, wildlife habitat, aesthetic beauty,
watershed protection, and bio-diversity unique to river
systems. Federal law mandates that these items be con-
sidered during any relicensing procedure.

The State of Georgia has reached an agreement with
Georgia Power Company (the owner of Tallulah Gorge) to
preserve the area as a state park; however, the state DNR
is opposed to water releases in the river channel because,
according to commissioner Joe Tanner, water in the river
channel would make the park dangerous for visitors. (Yes,

Joe, and the water in the Niagara River makes Niagara
Falls Park dangerous for visitors, too. But without the.
water, it would be just another high rock ledge, and what
kind of tourist attraction would it be then, Joe? Probably
Just another Tallulah Gorge. -Editor.) '
As a personal note, the issue of how to balance
appropriate uses of a river is a complex one, and will
require compromise by all parties involved. Georgia
Power Company has done a great deal to provide recre-
ational areas to the citizens of this state. The DNR is also
charged with providing recreational areas for our use, as
well as protecting and providing for appropriate uses for
the state’s natural resources. Hopefully we can work with
all parties involved to make this opportunity a win-win
situation for everyone! >

Water Resources Map Available

For metro Atlantans interested in water resources,
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) has published an
excellent map showing major streams and tributaries in
the nine county region, with water intake and waste
water discharge locations.

A comprehensive guide on the reverse side of the
map provides an extraordinary amount of educational
information, ranging from water cycles to non-point source
pollution. Whether you want to have your well water
tested, find out ifyour property is in a flood plain, or report -
a water quality emergency, this publication can advise
you.

Call ARC at 404-364-2500 for a free copy of “Water -
Resources of the Atlanta Region” (4-92).

Safety

Rating the Rapids
By Adrian Freeman

In 1965, Nantahala Falls was rated a Class V.
Payson Kennedy, in the video Southeast Whitewater,
mentions this. I spoke with someone the other day who
said he thought Nantahala Falls should be a 2+. Maybe
he was being macho, but it seems the white water commu-
nity is being tempted into devaluations of rapids more and
more each year.

Charlie Walbridge, in an article in the November/
December 1992 issue of the American Whitewater (AW)
magazine, seems to feel the same thing is happening out
west. He mentions several examples from western rivers.
I am in agreement with him that this devaluation should
stop. Last summer I heard a couple of young paddlers
making fun of Bull Sluice. They questioned its Class V

rating. (They obviously didn’t know that the Bull has
killed more people than any other rapid on this notorious
killer river. - Editor)

Obviously, a Class V is too high for the Nantahala
Falls and the rating for this rapid goes back to the early
days of challenging white water for fun. However, we
must make sure rapids are classified correctly the first
time, then leave it there until significantly changed by
flood, rock slide or other catastrophic changes. dJust
because a group of paddlers take a rapid for granted does
not mean it is no longer a serious challenge for most.

Charlie also mentions in the AW article the possibil-
ity the white water community should consider giving
rapids ratings similar to the system rock climbers use,
such as 3.1, or 3.7, in hopes of giving a better description
of agiven rapid. I could see Bull Sluice with aratingof 5.1
at normal level and maybe 5.6 at a 3.5 water level.
Personally I would give Broken Nose on the Ocoee a 4.4
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and I would give Corkscrew on Section IV a 4.8. Crack-in-
the-Rock would be a 4.0, Seven Foot Falls a 4.3, and the
Nantahala Falls a 3.5.

The white water community, in effect, has already
begun this process by putting a “+” behind the number; for
example, a Class 4+ rapid, or a Class 5+ rapid. Certainly all
Class 4 rapids are not alike. Neither are all Class V rapids.
Itis something to consider. A new rapid rating system may
be about due.

Tips on How to Stay Warm When
It’s Cool

by Laura Evans

Don’t hang up you boat this winter just because the
temperatures drop. There are lots of ways to stay warm
and still paddle. It may take some doing, but if I can stay
warm on a river in January, anybody can! Here are some
of my strategies.

Plan to Paddle Different Rivers

If the temperature is 40, the New River Gorge at one
foot would be too cold for me. Those big waves hitting me
constantly only keep me cold and prevent my body from
reheating quickly. I drop back to creeks and smaller
rivers, like the Nantahala. Haw and Toe at reasonable
water levels are also acceptable. I also may opt for a short
run.

Start Off Warm

Stay in a motel. (How decadent, not to mention
expensive in the long run.)

Don’t get chilled. When you arrive at the camp the
nightbefore a trip, puton the first layer of long underwear
you'll wear on the river before leaving your warm vehicle
to set up the tent. (This avoids getting out of a warm bag
to dress in the morning. At least put it in the sleeping bag
with you that night.) Atbreakfast, pour the last of the hot
water from breakfast in your booties. (They’re wet any-
way.)

Dress Adequately

You're sick of hearing about layering, but it’s the
gospel. On a typical cool day, I wear a thin layer of
Thermax next to my skin. (No cotton undies and no Liycra
bathing suit. Both make me cold when they getdampfrom
sweat or river water.) Then, I add a heavier weight layer
(top and bottom) of medium or expedition weight polypro
or Thermax. I top this off with a wind break layer (spray
jacket and pants or drysuit, which I prefer).

My hands and feet are the real problem. Nothing
seems to help them for more than an hour or hour-and-a-
half. My feet get a thin polypro sock and a thicker liner
next, if it’s really cold. Then, I put on my trusty latex socks

(same material as gaskets on a drysuit). On the outside I
putonaheavy weight sock and pull on my booties. The key
is to leave space for insulating water or air. Youmay have
to wear a larger bootie in the winter than in the summer.

I’ve tried all kinds of things on my hands. Polypro or
wool liners are critical as a first layer. I top them off with
rubber kitchen gloves (Playtex or store brand) neoprene
gloves (sized to fit over the liners without cutting of
circulation) or pogies. Pogies are my outer shell of choice.
They are a terrific wind break and effectively trap any
heat your hands may generate. Most boaters use them
barehanded. I still need the liner.

Keepyour head warm. Wear a hat, balaclava and/or
helmet liner. You lose enormous amounts of heat through
your neck and head. Keep them covered.

Shuttle Warm-up

Offer to drive shuttle. Being in the warm vehicle a
little longer beats standing out in the cold. Warm your
gloves, helmet, hat, booties and other articles of clothing
during shuttle to the river and between take-out and put-
in. Put them near the heater vents in the vehicle, not in
your boat or the back of the pickup. Stop by a laundromat
and throw your clothes in a dryer for a few minutes. Put
disposable hand warmersinyourshoesand gloves. (They’ll
generate heat until they get too damp.)

Play Less

Reduce the amount of surfing and cool tricks that
may dump you, unless you have extra dry clothes on
board. Paddling wet the rest of the day means paddling
cold and risking hypothermia.

Take Adequate Breaks and Extra Dry Clothes

Insufficient fluid intake can contribute to hypother-
mia. Take and drink water while on the river. Take snack
breaks. Stop in protected areas to the extent possible.
Don’t stop for too long or you'll cancel the benefit of the
break by getting chilled due to lack of activity.

During breaks, put on dry extra clothes as soon as
you get out of your boat while you are still warm. I puton
an extra, dry pair of gloves and an extra, dry balaclava
that I wear on my neck just under my drysuit seal for easy
access. I usually change shirts and stash my damp ones
in the boat. It’s a most wonderful feeling to put on a dry
shirt after two hours in a damp drysuit. My dry bag may
bulge, but I'd rather be warm than a few pounds lighter.
Carry disposable hand heater in your dry bag for emer-
gency treatment of chills and hypothermia.

Expedite Taking Off

At the take-out, get everyone to change into warm,

dry clothing. Do it quickly and then pile everyone into

" vehicles and run shuttle. This may mean a double shuttle

(perish the thought) but it will result in warmer happier
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souls.

If you do send a few drivers off to get put-in vehicles
while others load boats, start your remaining engines.
Get vehicles warm for those left behind. Dress inside a
vehicle -- whether heated or not -- to get out of the breezy
air.

Then, go to a bar, restaurant or other establishment
before you return to camp and spend some money as well
astime. The locals will appreciate your business as much
as you appreciate their heat.

- From ‘“The Paddler”, newsletter of the Carolina Canoce
Club.

The “Snowplow” Boat Rescue

Revisited

by Charlie Walbridge

Most of us know the most basic of all rescues for
runaway craft in white water — the snowplow. You
simply ram the boat and push it into shore. With large
groups it can turn into a wild floating circus in which
paddlers approach from all directions and get in each
others’ way.

This type of rescue needs a ringmaster: you! Talk to
the other boaters on the scene and break the rescue into
manageable chunks. You don’t need to be “the leader”,
just pick out a part of the rescue for yourself and do it!
Here’s how:

The person nearest a swimming paddler yells, “I've
gotthe boater!” Heor she picks up the boater on their stern
grab loop. When there are lots of people around and we
have to cover some distance to reach a safe eddy, I'll ask
the vietim to let go of their boat and paddle so we can move
more quickly.

The person nearest a loose paddle yells, “I've got the
paddle!” Or they can go up to the vietim and ask to take
the paddle. This frees the swimmer’s arm to help out in
the rescue. They then get out of the way, heading for the
same shore as the person helping the paddler.

Attention now turns to the runaway boat. The first
person to reach it hits the upstream end, setting the ferry
angle. You always push the upstream end towards the
shore you want to reach. Announce what you'’re doing:
“We are going for the river right eddy!” Subsequent
paddlers assist with the push, but they should never
shove the downstream end so far that it moves closer to
shore than the upstream end and ruins the ferry angle.
They’re also careful not to push the upstream end so far
that the kayak broaches in the current.

If you’re on the wrong side of the boat or are getting
inthe way, leave! You’'ll getyour chance later. And please,
don’t heave a throw rope into a group of people making a
rescue like this; it won’t help and someone could get
tangled up.

- Excerpted from “American Whitewater”, journal of the
AWA.

Trip Reports

Upper Hooch

by Adrian Freeman

January 2, 1993. As part of Pat Hagan’s
trip, I led a party of six down the Upper
Hooch to help reduce the size of the overall
group. The water level was about 3 feet, the
air temp stayed around 52 degrees, with a
gusty wind up to 10 mph, giving us some
wind chill.

The cast of boaters were Ruben
Kuehmstedt and Dirk Bertrand in OC-1, Mike Ivie, Nathan
Freeman, Nicolas Freeman and myself in K-1.

We had an excellent crew. We all played about the
same, enjoying the partly sunny day. I was especially
impressed by 13 year old Ruben paddling Ruben’s Mohawk.
He really knows how to handle the OC-1. His technique

'was impressive. Ruben escaped dad’s watchful eye by

paddling with us while his dad, Wolf, paddled with Pat
and crew.
At lunch we all got a little cool, as the wind chill

worked on our motionless bodies. Keeping
the lunch break short, we jumped back in our
boats to play and warm up. At Horseshoe, we
caught up with the rest of the trip. It was
another great day on the river. =4

Etowah River — Spring

Extravaganza
by Barry Hahn

April 25, 1992: That is correct, April
1992. Sorry. dJust plain sorry! No more
negative thoughts. We had a wonderful day, with ad-
equate water, and lots of GCA friends who were attending
the Spring Extravaganza.

We broke into two groups. Thanks to Gwen Bergen
for leading one group while I took the other. We stopped
at the falls to portage and drop our boats. It was a lovely
time. We should all do it again soon.

Would you believe that I held this report to remind
you of what we can do again real soon? No, I thought not.

Anyway, thanks to each and every one for being
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