GO WITH THE FLOW would like
to thank all those who participated
in National River Cleanup Week.

The Perception Revalution was won by Cub Pack 629.

June is KAYAK MONTH at Go With The Flow.

There will be on the water whitewater demos (class Il water)
An introduction to sea kayaking demo and picnic
Kayaking classes ‘
And special sale prices on all kayaks and kayak packages

for more information call us at 992-3200.

GO WITH THE FLOW action water sports
4 Elizabeth Rd, Roswell, Ga.

Dagger,Perception,lnfenlty,Current Design,Hydra, Wilderness Systems
Old Town,Mohawk,We+*no*nah,Mad River,Grumman,Ocean Kayak, Prijon
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Action Alert for Friends of the Ocmulgee

Conservationists in Georgia
have a vision: a contiguous river cor-
ridor recreational greenway on the
Ocmulgee River from just below Lake
Jackson to south of Jarrell Planta-
tion - over 20 miles “as the crow flies”.
The acquisition of 813 acres in 1991
was an important step in this direc-
tion. This year we have the opportu-
nity to add nearly 1,300 acres with
4.5 miles of river frontage to this
river corridor greenway.

Forest Service owned lands
along the Ocmulgee are interspersed
with private holdings threatened with
extensive logging and development,
which would hurt the recreational
experience of the river. Acquisitions
such as this will help the Forest Ser-
vice manage the river corridor for
recreational use - protecting the wa-
ter quality, the wildlife, the scenery,
and improving public access.

The acquisitionmomentum that
began in 1991 with the $1 million 815
acre acquisition must be maintained.
Congressmen Rowland and Thomas

and Senators Fowler and Nunn need
" to hear from everyone interested in

seeing the Forest Service make this
acquisition. Write and tell them why
this acquisition is important to you.

Start by thanking them for the
last appropriation and urge them to

support appropriation of $1.8 million
to the Forest Service for acquisitions
along the upper Ocmulgee. If Roy
Rowland is not your representative,
send a copy of your Rowland letter to
your representative and ask him to
urge Rowland to request the appro-
priation and to support that request.
These letters should be sent as soon

_ as possible. If you have written ear-

lier, a phone call now would be help-
ful.
Congressman Roy Rowland
(fax) 202-225-7719
(voice) 202-225-6531
Congressman Lindsay Thomas
(fax) 202-225-6922
(voice) 202-225-5831
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Senator Wyche Fowler
(fax) 202-224-8227
(voice) 202-224-3643
Senator Sam Nunn

(fax) 202-224-0072
(voice) 202-224-3521

U. 8. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Thank you for your effort. Your
letters and phone calls make a differ-
ence. You will be asked to follow
through again in July. |

Second Annual Nolichucky Rescue Rodeo - June 13- 14
For Information Contact Chris Bell,
Route 1, Box 519, Candler, NC 28715 704-665-9665
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"Glory is fleeting, but
obscurity is forever."
- Napoleon Bonaparte

THE EDDY LINE is a publication of
the Georgia Canoeing Association,
Inc. Views and opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the
writer and do not necessarily
represent the official views and
policies of the club. Articles and trip
reports are edited only for grammar,
punctuation, spelling, vulgar or
obscene language, and to fit in
allocated space. No substantive
changes are made in any material
published herein. THE EDDY LINE
is not copyrighted, and all material
published hereinand notindividually
designated as copyrighted may freely
be copied, reprinted, republished or
otherwise disseminated to any other
paddling organization. Credit is
appreciated.
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:
For general information about
the club - Call the club telephone
number and leave a message.
Someone will get back to you. To
"volunteer to help with club
business - Call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 or contact the
committee chairperson for your area
of interest. For information on
payment of dues - Call Treasurer
Ed Schultz at 266-3734. To sign up
for a club trip - Call the trip
coordinator at the number listed on
thetripcalendar. Tosignuptolead
a club trip - Call Karla Bowman at
923-0954. For a change of address
or for Eddyline subscription
information - Call Ed Schultz at
266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at 449-
3835. If you didn’t receive your
Eddyline - Call Ed Schultz at 266-
3734 or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835.
For information on GCA clinics -
Call the clinic coordinator listed on
the clinic schedule, or call Canoe
Training Directors Barney and
Sherry Spurr at 461-8760, or Kayak
Training Director John Bell at 404-
345-5504. For information on roll
practice - Call Roll Practice
Coordinator Allen Hedden at 426-
4318. For information on placing
want ads in the Eddyline - Call
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at
426-4318, or see “To place an ad” in
the Want Ad section of the Eddyline.
For information on commercial
ads - Call Advertising Director Barry
Hahn at 252-9538. For water level

Deadlines

Deadline for material to be submitted
for publication in the next Eddy Line
is the fifth of the month. The editor
must receive all articles, trip reports
and classified ads by the fifth of the
month or they WILL NOT be
published in the next issue. If you
have access to a computer, please
submit articles or trip reportson a 5-
1/4 or 3-1/2 in. disk as an ASCII file
labeled .TXT and include a printed
copy (Disks will be returned if
requested). Send all material to:
Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive,
Marietta, Ga. 30066. Hand-written
or phoned in material CANNOT be
accepted. Your cooperation is deeply

appreciated. O

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held
on the first Thursday of each month.
All interested members are encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are at
the Atlanta Jewish Community Cen-
ter on Peachtree Street across from
Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30
P.M., but come a little early and so-
cialize. Ifyouhave anitem fordiscus-
sion please call PresidentdJim Silavent
at 587-1172 so he can add your item
tothe agenda. Attending Board meet-
ings is a great way to become more

involved with the GCA. O
GCA Officers

President Jim Silavent
Vice President Evelyn Hopkins
Secretary Bronwyn Fowlkes
Treasurer Ed Schultz
Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
Editor Allen Hedden
Membership Scott Wilhelm
Kayak Trng John Bell

Canoe Trng Barney & Sherry Spurr

Video Tapes Available!
From GCA Librarian Walter
Howard

The following tapes are available to
any GCA member. All you have to do

is:
A. Call Walter Howard at 404-694-
3557 to find out what tapes are
available.
B. Make arrangements to pick up the
materials or have them mailed.
C. Return them ASAP with $2.00 per
tape for postage so others can check
them out. :
The current library has the following
video tapes available:
1. Expedition Earth - Bio Bio in Chile
- Nolan Whitesell
2. Canoes by Whitesell - Nolan
Whitesell '
3. Ultimate Canoe (Niagara Gorge &
Other Rivers) - Nolan Whitesell
4. First Descents (North Fork
Payette) - Nolan Whitesell
5. Only Nolan (Canoce Technique) -
Nolan Whitesell
The following books are available:
1. Song of the Paddle, by Bill Mason
- Illustrated guide to wilderness
camping.
2. Path of the Paddle, by Bill Mason
- Illustrated guide to the art of
canoeing. .
3. Paddle to the Amazon - The World’s
Longest Canoe Trip

Following our Fall Membership
Meeting, Nolan Whitesell donated us
a copy of his video, Expedition Earth
- Bio Bio in Chile. He only asks that
you enjoy it but do not copy it! Also,
Barry Hahn donated a great book,
Song of the Paddle, by Bill Mason, to
the library. Be sure and thank Barry
and Nolan for their generosity the
next time yousee them. Thanks guys!

Any/all donations or loans to the
library are welcome. Send them to:

information - Call the number for Walter Howard

the particular river listed in the back 303 Charolais Trail

of the GCA Directory. O Cohutta, GA 30710 O
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Your watersports specialist
carries an expanded selection
of canoes and kayaks for
touring and whitewater.

‘ Canoes Kayaks

fﬁ/ _=+ Mad River Perception ProLine
. Old Town Perception
==~ Navarro Aquaterra

Ocean Kayak

REI also carries a full line of accessories :

*Paddlewear: Kokatat and Stohlquist drysuits and paddling j ackets,
Protec helmets, Bodyglove and REI wetsuits
*Paddles: Harmony, Sawyer, Bending Branches, Mohawk

*Waterproof Bags: large selection of drybags and dryboxes ’
*Guide Books: complete selection of Southeastern guide books :
and topographic maps g

*Outfitting and Repair: REI performs custom outfitting and repair
on canoes and kayaks. REI offers an increased line of
outfitting and repair materials.

*Expanded selection of Sea Kayaking and Touring Gear

REl is your Rental Equipment source for canoes, kayaks, wetsuits,
and camping gear for whitewater and touring adventures.

*15% discount on purchases to AWC/GCA members *
: or
*REI end of year dividend*

Discounts and Dividends do not apply to sale prices.

EI®

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938
1800 N.E. Expressway, Atlanta e (404) 633-6508

The Eddy Line 15 June 1992



CLASSIFIED ADS

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are
free to dues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: Allen Hedden,
92923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.
30066. NO PHONED-IN OR HAND-
WRITTEN ADS. All ads will be run
for two issues unless otherwise
requested.

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need volunteers
to serve on committees, dodataentry,
label and mail newsletters, ete. Call
421-9729 and leave a message.
EXPERIENCED MAD RIVER ME
- Red ABS Royalex solo canoe with
well maintained ash wood rails
looking for a new home. Clear vinyl
air bags front and rear. Perception
saddle. Fully padded in knee, seat
and thigh areas. Alwaysstoredinside.
$350. Call Tim at 205-235-7127

- Monday - Thursday 6:00 am -2:30 pm

CST or 205-236-8067 anytime.

FOR SALE - Mad River canoe,
FlashbackIII,oneyearold, used twice.
Silver Hillsaddle, air bags, Extrasport
PFD, large, and paddle. $700. Mike
or Pam 473-9020.

FOR SALE - Canoe, Red Mohawk
XL-13. Perception saddle, Yakima
foot braces, air bags. Very good
condition. $575. Contact Terry Pierce
at 461-3338. »

FOR SALE - Canoe, Whitesell
Piranha. Fully outfitted with
Perception saddle, foot pegs, nylon
air bags. Low mileage. Includes
Perception paddle. $850. 952-1843 or
924-0206.

FOR SALE - Canoe, Mohawk XL-14,
red 1990, very good condition, air
bags, knee pads, thigh straps, ankle
blocks, $550. 404-775-7501.

FOR SALE - Canoe, 16' Mohawk
Blazer, fiberglass, $325. 6-man raft
$95. Farmer John wet suit, never
worn, large, $50. North Face down
mummy sleeping bag, top condition,

$90. Call Chuck Gregory 971-0779.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Mad River
Screamer 17' solo, cane seats,
mahogany trim, kevlar, fast! Down
river or tripping / expedition boat,
$500. Phoenix Slipper C-1, excellent
condition. New Gyramax set-up,
skirt, breakaway cockpit, $250.
Canoe, Mad River Cyclone triple
saddle, raced one season, keptinside,
$900. Call Brent or Chena at 704-
464-4250.
FOR SALE - Canoe, Blue Hole
Sunburst II, Perception saddle, foot
braces, air bags, $350. Allen 426-
4318.
FOR SALE - Perception Mirage
Kayak with spray skirt, $250.
Harmony spray skirt, like new, small
cockpit (Dancer, etc.), $45. Silver
Creek paddle, size 202, $75. Dry suit
- divers style, greatin winter. Large.
$75. All for $400. Call Preston or
Cheryl Peavy at 404-594-8443
(Atlanta).
FOR SALE - Yellow Lazer Kayak -
$350. Lowe medium internal frame
pack (blue/black/brown) used four
times - looks new! Make an offer.
New Balance hiking boots, size 8
women, size 5 boys, teal and brown -
$25. EJ 404-479-6209.
FOR SALE - Kayak, Hydra Taurus,
good condition. Airbags, spray skirt,
fair paddle, cockpit cover. $300. Pat
Wolfer, day 903-5960, night, 706-
967-6589.
FOR SALE - 1991 Perception
Gyramax C-1withflotation and skirt.
Excellent condition. $500 or trade
for flat water boat (paddle or row).
404-251-5265 (Newnan) evenings.
FOR SALE - Raft, 6 person. Good
condition. Fabric (nylon??)
construction. Motor mount. $100.
Pat Wolfer, day 903-5960, night 706-
967-6589.
FOR SALE - 2 60" solo end bags -

yellow. Not pretty anymore (down
right ugly in fact!), but otherwise
sound. No patches. Perfect for that
second boat in your basement! $25
for both. Call Michael Bridges at 924-
0006 after 6 pm.

FOR SALE - 16" Mountain bike,
Specialized Rockhopper, Bike is
unused - My knees aren’t. Paid $500,
will take $400. Call Jerry (H) 257-
1749, (w) 457-7054.

PRIVATE INSTRUCTION -
Kayak, C-1, C-2 technique. Beginner
to competition. Steve Thomas - 921-
2942 7-9pm.

WANTED TO BUY - Response,
Mirage or any kayak for a large size
person (6’2", 220 1bs), with or without
paddling accessories. Call Bob
Ratajczak 404-769-7340 evenings or
leave message.

TO SHARE - Comfortable, special,
secluded country home, 10 acres, for
environmentally conscious river
person. Furnished (with antiques)or
unfurnished bedroom - your choice.
Lots of storage for boats - even a
garage for your river vehicle. Very
reasonable rent (you won’t believe
it!) AND quick access to I-575 (@ exit
10), i. e. , rivers! Canton address (29
miles from I-285/75). Interlink service
makes phone calls to Atlanta NOT
long distance. Very near the Etowah
River (and a special play rapid),
running track, and Etowah Trail. EJ
404-479-6209. |

It is better to remain silent and
be thought a fool than to speak
up and remove all doubt.

The Eddy Line
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

June
Tesnatee-Chestatee CleanupClass 1-2 Trained Beginner Roger N ott

6

6 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Hank Baudet

7 Stone Mountain Creek Biological Stream Monitor (walk) Mark Gramlich
7 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Frank Able

13 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Dewey Tate

13 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Rhett Smith

14 Exploratory Mountain Biking 4 hours - Easy Dewey Tate

14 Flint River Class 2+ Easy Intermediate Jim Patsios

14 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Michael Collier

20 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Haynes Johnson

20 Mountain creek canoe fishing Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Tom Martin

20 Talking Rock Creek Class 2+ Easy Intermediate Ed Ayers

21 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann

21 Chattooga III Class 3-4 Advanced Gwen Bergen

21 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Walter & Salena Lynch
27 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Gerard Aberson

27 Nacoochee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Carol Mercer

3?11 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn

y

3 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann

4 Hiwassee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Brenda Burnette
5 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Gwen Bergen

5 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn

11 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Rhett Smith

11 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Tony Able

12 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Ed Ayers

12 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Tom McCormick

18 Hiwassee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jim Silavent

18 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Jan Bragg

19 Upper Chattahoochee Class 2-3 Intermediate Michael Collier
23 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Greg Grant

25 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Adrian Freeman
25 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann

26 Nacoochee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dick Hurd

26 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Evelyn Hopkins

404-536-6923
404-492-4318
498-3735
803-232-2346
631-9877
297-1995
631-9877
477-9747
404-967-2158
971-1642
662-0058
404-232-3726
522-3469
664-1657
404-353-3621
262-7212
373-6683
252-9538

622-3469
631-9877
664-1657
252-9538
297-1995
378-5550
404-232-3726
912-653-2013
587-1172
687-2316
404-967-2158
615-344-2573
995-9023
622-3469
664-4770
875-2574

Summer Roll Practice at Stone Mountain Lake Wed. 6pm thru September Allen Hedden 426-4318

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at923-0954. As usual,
we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent
trip schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip

on your favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!

CHATTOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private

(USFS regulation).
appreciated.

Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is

The Eddy Line 3
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Announcements

From the Boardroom

Highlights of the May, 1992, Board of Directors
Meeting '
-Environmental Chairperson Carol Mercer reported on
Moreland Altobelli’s new alternative plan taking only .8
acre of NPS land, but still following the Rottenwood Creek
corridor closely to open up the Kennedy land for develop-
ment and using a minimum of the Kennedy land in the
process. The GCA opposes this plan, and the Board
authorized funds to help other environmental groups
fund an engineering study of the feasibility of this plan, as
well as the other proposed plans. The Board passed a
resolution thatifalternative C (the environmental groups’
plan) is not buildable, take a “no road” stand because of
runoff pollution of Rottenwood Creek and the
-Chattahoochee River. Carol also reported on making
contact with North Carolina environmental groups that
can put pressure on government agencies in North Caro-
lina over the pollution of the creeksin the Chattooga River
watershed.

-Treasurer Ed Schultz gave the financial report. The
Club’s CD’s were rolled over this month at a favorable
interest rate.

-Ed gave the membership report, also, showing the 1992
‘membership at 785 individuals and families as of the end
of April.

«Cruisemaster Karla Bowman reported that the Trip
Coordinator Training Clinic was cancelled due to lack of
participation. Only four people signed up. We will offer it
again in the fall.

-Canoe Training Director Barney Spurr reported on the
first 1992 Intermediate Canoe Training Clinic. He also
raised a question concerning who was authorized to sign
a waiver for a minor.

-Racemaster Mary Trauner reported on preparations for
the Southeasterns. Donations have been solicited to
subsidize the cost of the plaques. We will be using the
NOC’s computerized scoring system.

-Safety Director Stewart Stokes reported on preparations
for the River Safety and Rescue Clinic to be offered the last
weekend in September.

-Social Director Sabina Schievelbein reported that the
Spring Extravaganza went well. The Fall Gala will be
held on August 15 & 16 at River Bend Campground in
Murphy, North Carolina.

-River Rights Chairman Dan MacIntyre reported that a
trip was planned for May 8 to photograph and make videos
of the sections of Armuchee Creek above and below Mr.

Henry’s property for use in the court case.

-ACA Representative Oreon Mann reported that the ACA
NIC Committee has announced swiftwater rescue clinic
certification. He also reported on ACA’s redistricting
plans.

-Oreon also announced that another CPR and First Aid
clinic would be scheduled for July 16 & 23. See announce-
ment this issue.

-Public Liaison Jim Patsios reported on Greenway Coun-
cil activities and the Ocmulgee Land Purchase for the
USFS, and that the old Savannah Canal Run was being
reopened as a canoe trail.

-PresidentJim Silavent reported on the March meetingof
the USFS with users of the Chattooga River. The USFS
will apply the interim 1991 rules adopted as a result of
input from user groups last year as semi-permanent rules
this year.

-The Georgia Conservancy is holding a 25th Anniversary
Fund Raising Dinner, to which the Board voted to send a
representative from GCA. O

USFS Chattooga Regulations for
‘Non-commercial (Club) Users

To reduce congestion and the number of contacts
between different parties, and to provide greater flexibility,
non-commercial paddlers are expected to follow voluntary
self-regulation in complying with these guidelines. All
efforts should be taken to maintain spacing between groups.

Application: None required
Length of trips: Not restricted
Sections of river: I I, 115, IV

Max. # of days per year: Not restricted

Max. # of trips / day:

per day

Max. trip size: 12 boats and 24 people
(mandatory)

Fee: None

On-site self-registration
(mandatory) 0

GCA Fall Gala

The GCA Fall Gala will be held at River Bend
Campground near Murphy, N. C., on August 15
& 16. Watch for the flyer in the Julyissue of the
Eddy Line. Trips will be run on the Nantahala,
Ocoee, Hiwassee, and any other rivers with
adequate water in the area.

Registration:

One trip per organization

The Eddy Line
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strange young man who had saved their dog and then
mysteriously disappeared. When she hung up the phone,
the store owner asked if the young man had blonde hair. He
did. And was he wearing a Grateful Dead t-shirt and a
tattered yellow PFD?. Yes.

“Thatboy died three years ago in Upper Falls when the
river was runningfour feet,” the store owner told them. “But
once or twice a year, he shows up on the river looking for a
shuttle back to the put-in.” Oracle, Do you think this story
is true?

Yes, the story is absolutely true. I heard it from a guy
whose wife’s hairdresser’s cousin lives near Mora and
personally knows the people that this happened to. O

More Announcements

1992 Gauley River Festival

Mark your calendars for the evening of Saturday,
September 26. The Gauley Festival will be held at a new
location this year - the Nicholas County Veterans Memo-
rial Park in Summersville, West Virginia. Besides being
closer to the river, this new site provides us with plenty of
space for the biggest Marketplace and Auction ever,

convenient parking, and both indoor (bunkhouse) and
outdoor camping facilities for Friday and Saturday Nights!
Check future issues of American Whitewater for specific
details, and plan to be there to share the fun. O

Perception Launches Recycling
Program

Perception has recently launched a major conservation
effort by enabling paddlers torecycle boats. Ifand when you
decide to dispose of that worn out hull, they offer an
alternative to simply discarding it.

Since 1985, Perception has used the plastic from re-
cycled boats in the manufacture of seats, thigh braces, and
other industrial products. Now it extends the opportunity
of participating in its on-going recycling program to the
paddling public.

Perception will accept any brand of kayak (or C-1) into
its recycling program, as long as it is constructed of linear
resin. Allyou have todoiscut up the boat and shipitvia UPS
- Perception will pick up the shipping charges.

For further information, call Perception’s Shipping
Manager, Paula Sumpter, at 803-859-7518. 0O

GCA Photo
Contest first
place winnerin
Comedy / Hu-
mor category:
"How full was it?"
- 1988 GCA River
Safety & Rescue
Clinic - Broad
River.

- Submitted by
Allen Hedden

The Eddy Line
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Without a Paddle

3 Ocoee Creek Hikes

By Gary DeBacher

If you don’t waste the whole day fighting crowds on
the Ocoee, there are three nice creek hikes along the river,
just across the road. The quickest payoffis on the Rogers
Branch trail just across from the put-in. The shady trail
climbs away from the heat and noise along the highway,
and only a quarter mile in is a very pretty waterfall.
Watch for where the trail splits, and take the lower trail
to the falls, where youcan scramble down to sit at the base.
If you have another quarter mile of walking in you,
scramble carefully up to the upper trail, and then up-
stream past rocky shoals and rhododendron thickets. At
about half a mile in, the trail leaves the creek and climbs
harder up less shaded slopes, a good place to turn around.

At the Ocoee take-outis Caney Creek. Poke along the
upstream bank and you will find an old trail, no longer
maintained. Itcrosses the creek soon at some fascinating
corrugated rock formations, and follows it upstream part-
way up the west slope. The trail splits: keep to the one
close to the stream, as the other goes nowhere in particu-
lar. Soon after the trail fork, it may be worthwhile to
clamber down closer to the creek, where you will see the
water falling through a long jumble of huge rocks. The
stream is a little silty from upstream habitation, but the
area is still much worth seeing. I was able to go up and

down the steepest part of the creek by climbing over the-
| large rocks.If you keep along the main trail, up to where

the creek drops less steeply, the forest opens out a little,
and about half a mile in there are enough signs of
civilization to inspire you to turn back.

The third hike, at Goforth Creek, is the longest and
most spectacular of the three. All Ocoee river rats know
Goforth as the large creek where the rafters break for
lunch in mid-run, in the Doldrums. There are beautiful
rocks and falls in the first 1/3 mile, and my wife often sits
around there reading on the rocks while lam on the river.

The Goforth trail climbs for over 3 miles along the
creek, eventually reaching the Kimsey “highway” just
west of the north end of Brock Mountain. The trail leaves
the first falls, climbs past narrow defiles and through open
clearings. The slopes grow tight again and there are more
waterfalls, a little more than a mile in. Things flatten and
openoutabit, but wait—therearea few moredropsabout
1.75 miles in. We turned back about the time we could see
Brock Mt. through the trees.

There’s more creeks along the Ocoee, but these are
the easiest and should keep you busy for awhile. O

Ask The Oracle

Adapted from the Minnesota Canoe Association, Inc.
newsletter.
Dear Oracle,

A friend of mine told me this story. He says he heard
it from a friend of a friend who personally knows the people
this happened to.

It seems a man and a woman and the woman’s pet
Chihuahua were on a day canoe trip on the Snake River,
which was running at about two feet, according to the gauge
onthe County Road 82 bridge. Scarcely a mile into their trip
they met up with a young man in a solo canoe who was
paddling by himself. He asked if they had put on the river
at Silver Star Road, and if so, could he catch a ride back
upstream with them if they were running shuttle. They
agreed to give him a ride back to the put-in, even though
they didn’t remember seeing another car parked there.

A few miles down the river, they came to Upper Falls,
which had a nasty backcurler on river left that day. The
stranger in the solo boat ran it cleanly and was surfing a
wave below the falls, when the people in the tandem canoe
flipped on the backcurler. The stranger bumped them and
their boat into the eddy on river right, but the dog was
caught in the backecurler. Every time it recirculated to the
top, they could hear it yelp pitifully. Then, after the four or
five yelps, they didn’t hear it anymore.

The next thing the couple knew, the stranger was out
of his boat and running back upstream. When he got as far
asthebackecurler, he threw himselfinto the river. A full two
and a half minutes passed before he resurfaced. He had the
dog under his arm. The dog’s collar, he told them, had
caughtonasubmerged branch, and he’d had tocut him loose
with his river knife. At first, the dog appeared lifeless, but
after a while it snorted and shook and regained conscious-
ness.

When they reached the take-out, the couple was still
shaken, butonly too happy to give the helpful strangeraride
back to his car. They piled into the front seat, and the
stranger and the dog into the back (for the shuttle, they were
using a car that the woman’s grandmother had left for them
at the take-out). As they drove into the put-in, they still
didn’t see another car parked there. And when they looked
into the back seat, they didn’t see the stranger, either, but
the dog was sniffing at a wet spot on the seat where the
stranger had been sitting. :

On their way home, the couple stopped at the Wood-
land store on Highway 65 to call the grandmother and let
her know they were leaving her car at the store, ashad been
the plan. The woman couldn’t help but tell the story of the
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Southwestern Canoe
Rendezvous October 9-11, 1992

The Houston Canoe Club will sponsor its fourth
annual canoe symposium at Huntsville State Park, 60 miles
north of Houston. Activities include in-water demos, clinics,
and workshops. Manufacturers will provide demo boats.

The event is co-sponsored by the American Canoe
Association, and will host the ACA’s National Champion-
ships in Freestyle Canoeing and Giant Slalom.

For registration information, contact the Houston
Canoe Club, P. O. Box 925515, Houston, Tx 77292-5516.
(713)467-8857. O

FIRST ANNUAL GCA
TRIP COORDINATING
COMPETITION

First, second and third place prizes
&Jiﬁ certificates) will be presented at

e Fall General embership
Meeting in October.
RULES:

1.  Winners based on most trips
coordinated.
2. For a trip to qualify, you must:

a) complete the trip you signed up
to coordinate. (cancelle trips
because of weather, low water, efc.,
don’t count; but trips moved to another
river because of water levels do
count%.

b) You must mail the completed

waiver forms to Risk Management
Chairman Scott Wilhelm.

cl) You must submit a trip report for
publication in The Eddy Line within 30
days of the trip (A one paragraph
report is ok, but more is better).

TO ENTER:
Sign up to coordinate a trip now by

calling Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
at (404) 923-0954.

Edisto Riverfest Announced

The fifth annual Edisto Riverfest is scheduled for June
11-14, 1992, at Colleton State Park, South Carolina, on the
beautiful, black water Edisto River. The event is sponsored
by the Edisto River Canoe & Kayak Trail Commission.

Festivities will include guided canoe and kayak trips,
boat-outfitting workshops, manufacturer and dealer exhib-
its, educational workshops about nature and the environ-
ment, field trips to an Audobon Sanctuary, a workshop on
nature photography, and performances by the South Caro-
lina Bluegrass and Traditional Music Association.

All essential equipment (boats, paddles, pfd’s), guides,
and shuttle transportation are furnished. On-site camping
at the park is available on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Additional camping is available at Givhans Ferry State
Park just a few miles down the road. Several motels and
restaurants are available in Walterboro and Saint George.
on 1-95 highway. Colleton State Park is near the intersec-
tion of US 15 and SC 61 three miles from exit 68 on I-95.

Registration or more information for Riverfest may be
obtained from the South Carolina Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism, at 803-734-0156. Local numbers
in Walterboro to call are 803-549-1035 and 803-549-5591.
Come and enjoy the festivities! O
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Ocoee No. 2 Release Schedule for 1992

May 23, Saturday, 9am to 5pm

May 24, Sunday, 9am to 5pm

* May 25, Monday, 9am to 5pm
May 29, Friday, 10am to 4pm
May 30, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
May 31, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
June 1, Monday, 10am to 4pm
June 4, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
June 5, Friday, 10am to 4pm
June 6, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
June 7, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
June 8, Monday, 10am to 4pm
June 11, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
dJune 12, Friday, 10am to 4pm
June 13, Saturday, 9am to S5pm
June 14, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
June 15, Monday, 10am to 4pm
June 18, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
June 19, Friday, 10am to 4pm
June 20, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
June 21, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
June 22, Monday, 10am to 4pm
June 25, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
June 26, Friday, 10am to 4pm
June 27, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
June 28, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
June 29, Monday, 10am to 4pm
July 2, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
July 3, Friday, 10am to 4pm
July 4, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
July 5, Sunday, 9am to 7pm

- July 6, Monday, 10am to 4pm
July 9, Thursday, 10am to 4pm

July 10, Friday, 10am to 4pm
July 11, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
July 12, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
July 13, Monday, 10am to 4pm
July 16, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
July 17, Friday, 10am to 4pm
July 18, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
dJuly 19, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
July 20, Monday, 10am to 4pm
July 23, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
July 24, Friday, 10am to 4pm
July 25, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
July 26, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
July 27, Monday, 10am to 4pm
July 30, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
July 31, Friday, 10am to 4pm
August 1, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
August 2, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
August 3, Monday, 10am to 4pm
August 6, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
August 7, Friday, 10am to 4pm
August 8, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
August 9, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
August 10, Monday, 10am to 4pm

August 13, Thursday. 10am to 4pm

August 14, Friday, 10am to 4pm
August 15, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
August 16, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
August 17, Monday, 9am to 7pm

August 20, Thursday, 10am to 4pm

August 21, Friday, 10am to 4pm
August 22, Saturday, 9am to 7pm

August 23, Sunday, 9am fo Tpm
August 24, Monday, 10am to 7pm
August 27, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
August 28, Friday, 10am to 4pm
August 29, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
August 30, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
August 31, Monday, 10am to 3pm
September 5, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
September 6, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
September 7, Monday, 9am to 5pm
September 12, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
September 13, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
September 19, Saturday, 9am to 7pm
September 20, Sunday, 9am to 7pm
September 26, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
September 27, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
October 3, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
October 4, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
October 5, Monday, 10am to 4pm
October 6, Tueaday, 10am to 4pm
October 7, Wednesday, 10am to 4pm
October 8, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
QOctober 9, Friday, 10am to 4pm
October 12, Monday, 10am to 4pm
October 13, Tuesday, 10am to 4pm
October 14, Wednesday, 10am to 4pm
October 15, Thursday, 10am to 4pm
October 17, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
October 18, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
October 24, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
October 25, Sunday, 9am to 5pm
October 31, Saturday, 9am to 5pm
November 1, Sunday, 9am to 5pm

Stones Don’t Belong in the River

If your ring is too tight to get off, at least wear a pair of

By Karla Bowman

This article only applies to those of you who wear
jewelry and watches. After 18 yearsin thejewelrybusiness,
I have come to know some basic facts about jewelry. As
much as you love the sparkle of your gems, they do not
belong on white water.

You need to realize that, although diamonds are the
hardest gem on earth, they do break. The metal that holds
your stones in place will be gold (10k, 14k, or 18k), platinum,
palladium, or in some instances, silver. These metals will
not hold up to rocks or gunwales. If you care for your
treasures, you will not wear them going down the river.

neoprene gloves. Be sureyourchains are under some article
of clothing, or better yet, take them off (the chains, not the
clothing - this is a family organization). As for those ear-
rings, you should not wear dangles, as with force, they can
ripanearlobe (Ouch!). Onacold day orin acold river, metal
earrings can make your ears much colder than they would
be without them.

Then we have watches. If they are waterproof and
cheap, wear them. Otherwise let them rest at home. Asthe
old saying goes, “Better safe than sorry.” If you have any
questions, see your favorite jeweler, and talk to your insur-
ance agent about your coverage on lost or broken items.

See you on the river! O
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Fightingtown Creek

By Hank Baudet

Sunday, April 12, 1992. The odds of this trip being
successful, or even taking place, were slim to none, due to
the following sequence of events: The tripwas planned for
Sunday, and the Eddy Line was late getting out this
month (Postal Service overload due to tax deadline). Most
members did not receive their copy until Saturday or
later. To further enhance the effort, the telephone num-
ber that was published for the trip wasn’t even close!!!

Fortunately, we had talked about this river on

several occasions recently, and some people remembered
it and called. So nine of us managed to get in a nice day
on one of north Georgia’s not so popular streams.

Thanks to all who showed up for this enjoyable day
on the river, and an equally enjoyable dinner at the
Hungry House Restaurant in Cherry Log afterwards!
Marty Dyche, Kathy Overby, Richard Wright, Steve Rice,
Ed Bouvette, Dan & Teresa Swindle, and Brett Baudet
were the paddlers who shared yet another great day of
paddling and camaraderie!! Thanks to all for your help
and enthusiasm. I'm Looking forward to doing it again
soon! O

Cartecay River
By Hank Baudet

Sunday, April 26, 1992. After a full day of paddlingon
Saturday, and a wonderful meal that night, some of us
decided to paddle the short section of the Cartecay River,
from the Burley-Stover put-in down to the Blackberry
Mountain bridge, just below Stegall Mill Falls.

Unlike the warm, sunny day that we had on Saturday,
we were greeted Sunday morning with grey, overcast skies,
and alight drizzle. The temperature had also dropped a few
degrees, but everyone had the proper amount and type of
river clothing to keep themselves comfortable in such a
situation. So, in spite of the typical spring-time weather,
none of our spirits were dampened!!

Those who battled the mighty Cartecay this day were:
Barbara Graves, Linda Klein, Patrick Gourley, The Bouvette
Band (which included Papa Ed, Son Charlie, Grandson
Daniel Vieira, and Nephew Chris Whitten - What a bunch
of Bouvettes!!), Brett Baudet, and myself, Hank Baudet.
Thanks to all for another great day on the river!

Also a big Thank You! to Sabina Schievelbein for
coordinating and setting up the GCA Spring Extravaganza.

Upper Amicalola
By Pat Wolfer

Place: Upper Amicalola

Date: April 18, 1992

Weather: Sunny, 60 degrees

Water: clear, 60 degrees

Disorienter: Pat Wolfer

Participants: Scott Bellue, Frank Ciccone, HankBaudet,
Margie Gilmore, Mike Gilmore, Doug Massey, PeggyMiller,
Dan Roper, Barry Smith, Myles Smith, Ortrude Waite, in
OC1/2, Gene Strain and yours truly in K1.

Thanks first to Hank Baudet for knowing the way to
the put in and for leading. This creek is one everyone should
take time to paddle. It is quite pristine, with only a couple
of places where man has made his intrusion obvious.

For the most part the trip was uneventful, onlyacouple
of minor spills. Everyone especially enjoyed the last rapid,
testing skills that required fine tuning after a cold weather
layoff. Everyone conquered the mighty rapid without
anyone getting damp.

Take out was quite easy, river left at the rangerstation
then a short walk to the road. Thanks to everyone for
participating in the GCA trip, and especially for joining my
trip. Ilook forward to our next adventure! O

For The Love
Of Paddling.

Whether it's a quiet afternoon paddle with the
reflection of the sky in your wake, or the rush of
successfully running a difficult class IV, the
experience is moving. It's that love of paddle
sports that helped make us one of the top ten
Old Town distributors in the nation!

We provide 90 days same as cash financing
making it easy for everyone to share the
experience. Pro Canoe is proud to offer a huge
selection of canoes and kayaks including:

Prijon- The worlds best kayak
Mansfield Full Ribbed Classic

Hydra Touring Kayaks

Old Town Discovery 158 for only $439

Limited time only

ATLANTA

. . RALEIG]
The food that was catered was great, especially the broccoli, ;51 Windy Hill Rd. 5710 Capital Blvg
and all who attended will agree that we all had areally great myrna, GA 30080 Raleigh, NC 27604
time... | 404 434-4662
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More Trip Reports

Armuchee Creek Documentation
Trip
By Allen Hedden

On Saturday, May 9, a group of GCA paddlers armed
with cameras and camcorders ventured down Armuchee
Creek near Summerville, Georgia. Our objective was to
obtain visual evidence of the stream’s navigability by canoe
and kayak for the upcoming court case this August.

We ran the section above Mr. Henry’s land, got a
shuttle from Benny Young’s Twin Oaks Canoe Livery, and
then ran the section below Mr. Henry’s land. We did a lot
of driving and loading and unloading boats, and a little
paddling. -

We got some good footage of eight boats and thirteen
people having a good time on this allegedly unpaddleable
stream. The weather was magnificent - clear and sunny,
with temperature in the high seventies. The run came off
without a hitch. We got six white water canoes, one white
water kayak, and my kevlar tandem flat water canoe down
both sections with no problems, and we got the pix to prove
it!

Trip participants were Jim Silavent, Mark Levine,
Elaine Jensen, Dickie Gowin and Emily Hitchcock with son,
Zack, Ev Hopkins and her boyfriend Mike, Andy Warshaw,
Carol Mercer, Ed Schultz, Gwen Bergen, and Yours Truly.
Ed was kind enough to demonstrate proper poling tech-
nique in his Mad River Courier, and Gwen got the opportu-
nity to give it a try. The only untoward events were our
premature exit from the river on the first leg of the trip, and
my unscheduled mud-wrestling match with Elaine (never
turn your back on your tandem partner near a good mud-

hole).
The creek was clear and full of fish. Isaw some mud

Ocoee River

By Hank Klausman

May 3, 1992 - No rain, so my hopes of Tellico or Section
IV of the Chattooga evaporated. We had to go to old standby
Ocoee. (You should check onthe gauge readings, Hank. The
Chattooga has been holding very nicely. There has been
plenty of rain in North Carolina where it rises. -Editor.)

Eight people signed up, including four ladies. As a
bachelor trip coordinator, I was getting excited about all
those women in rubber, but it was not to be. None of the

ladies showed up. I guess my reputation from Rupert’s has

reached the GCA.

Two brave men did show - Louie Reynolds in open
canoe, and Barry Rich in Kayak. We had another Yankee
kayaker, Joe Sullivan, join us. We had great weather and
a fine time. Louie did take a swim at Table Saw. He missed
the last eddy on river left where I was sitting. The current
was so fast he got swept past, and could not get straight
before a curler rolled him over. Joe was stationed below, but
Louie got himself into the bottom eddy immediately.

Everything else was run clean and fun. I definitely
found some new paddling partners. The ladies missed out
on some good paddling! O
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cats that must have been eighteen inches long. The scenery = FOR WHITEWATER PADDLNG
was very pretty, alternating between pastoral and wood- — ‘
lands. The rhododendron were in bloom, and the earlly —_ 0% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS
spring foliage was at its absolute greenest! Folks, if this P
creek is unpaddleable, most of the streams we paddle are CLLTOLL FRE
unpaddleable. It’s a shame we have to fight a courtcase over <z 1800 367-3521
our right to pass peacefully through someone’s land to —_
experience these beautiful places! . =T
Some of the conversations that take place while wait- = o FOR ORDERS

ing on shuttle are perhaps the most entertaining parts oi: a- =T . OUg\II]EINL(EV [}EDIEI[E
river trip. Tandem partners tell stories of battles waged in —_ o RVER
the confines of a canoe. There are tales of adventures both —
on and off the river that are so strange they have to be true. =T FAX 704 4882498
Next time you see Emily, get her to tell you about a strange — A1 1Y 19 WEST, BRYSON CTY, KC 28713
way to put Charlie’s raincoat on. |
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Conservation Corner

GCA Conservation Update

By Carol Mercer
Rottenwood Creek:

The consulting group of Moreland Altobelli and the
Cobb Improvement District (CID) has drawn the line in the
sand. After many meetings and long negotiations, Mr.
Williams stated that the CID endorses Alternative A. Alter-
native A includes an approximate .80 take of National Park
Service Land and building the road to essentially “hug” the
Rottenwood Creek gorge and open the land owned by the
Kennedy Estate up for development at the expense of the
public.

Mr. Moreland, when asked by The Georgia Conser-
vancy (TGC) and the Nature Conservancy if Alternative C
(moving the road to the interior of the tract with the same
amount of take) was buildable, earlier said yes. Now he has
backtracked and said no. The Georgia Conservancy has
hired an engineer to review all the Moreland Altobelli and
TGC plans. We will know in about two weeks if, from an
engineering standpoint Alternative C is buildable.

Mr. Moreland wants to “give” about 9 acres of land to
the park. However, about 3.5 acres are the vertical slope of
the Rottenwood Creek gorge and go straight up or down and
areinfloodplain, another 3.5 acres is under a Georgia Power
easement and can’t be developed and must remain clear for
lineaccess, theremainderisa DOT accessacross Rottenwood
Creek.

For those of you who missed the River Clean-up on
Saturday, May 2, you missed all the good stuff we took out
of Rottenwood Creek - car bumper, car molding, muffler,
electrical wire, car hoses, car battery, and large plumbing
hoses. We tried to remove a guard rail, but had to give up.
If you missed the point, all this comes into the creek from I-
75. Now, try adding a few more ramps and roads.....
Chattooga Pollution:

We are currently working with the Clean Water Fund
of North Carolina, acitizens action grouplocated in Asheville,
regarding the pollution problem on the Chattooga River.
These folks seem to know how to get things rolling in North
Carolina. We'll keep you posted. O

I
FROM START TO FINISH

“THE ACA IS THERE
FOR YOU

If you are brand new to canoesport, or
afledgling racer, we can guide your way.
Our Bookservice will provide informa-
tion on that quiet river or stream in your
neighborhood, or across the miles for
your next outdoor vacation.

Call or write for more information, or
start right now with a membership!

O Associate $25 O Governing $35

[ Please send me your latest
Bookservice brochure

Send your name and address
with your dues to:

American Canoe Association
7432 Alban Station Blvd.
V‘,—.-? Suite B-226 - Dept. F
=" Springfield, VA 22150
703-451-0141

I
Hydropower Relicensing Update

American Rivers is leading a nationwide campaign to
modify the operation of over 230 of the nation’s oldest
hydropower dams, in order to restore ecological health,
fisheries, and recreational value to 205 affected rivers
across the nation. The public has a brief opportunity to
become involved with the relicensing process. The deadline
for filing for hydropower relicense applications was Decem-
ber 31, 1991. March 1, 1992, was the last date for other
public to request additional scientific studies from hy-
dropower operators.

May 15,1992, public notice will be given by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission that relicense applications
are accepted for filing. This notice establishes an approxi-
mate 45 day deadline for public intervention and comment
on applications. September 15, 1992, is the date for public
notice of applications earlier found to be deficient by FERC.
Deadlines are final chances for the public to become inter-
venors and parties to relicensing proceedings, with the right
to appeal license decisions to U. 8. Courts. |

The Eddy Line

June 1992



Trip Reports

Upper Hooch
By Adrian Freeman

March 15,1992. We started early to give paddlersaday
ontheriver and the time to return to Atlanta for the general
membership meeting. The river temp was 48 degrees, the
air temp at put in time was 36 degrees. A snow flake or two
would fall occasionally and someone said it was snowing a
little over towards Highway 365.

My son, Nathan and I walked upriver to check the level
only to find that an 18" diameter tree had fallen directly
across the gauge. It did not seem the tree had hit the gauge,
but it sure hid it well. Plus the river had silted in around the
gauge, making an accurate reading impossible. My gram-
mar school education paid off here asI subtracted from the
top level of the gauge the visual approximate height of the
river, arriving a 2’4" reading. Take a shovel.

There were 12 paddlers. K1 boaters were John Simon,
Marshall Wilson, Rouse Wilson, Brenda Burnette, Dirk
Bertrand, LizBlack, Frampton Simons (asin Peter), Nathan
Freeman, and me. OC1 boaters were Lanny Lesser, Steve
Freedman, and Dewey Tate.

We started the trip angry with the weatherman, who
had promised sun and 60’s in Atlanta (translates to fun and
50’s on the river). What we were seeing was overcast skies,
36 degrees and my concern for hypothermia. Iled, Marshall
ran sweep, and we watched out for each other.

Before long the sun broke through, the temperature
rose to a high of 55 degrees. It became a spectacularly
beautiful day on the river. I have this scene stuck in my
mind looking back upstream at eleven otherboaters playing
and paddling, having a real good time. It would have made
a great poster.

We did have one swim. It was in a perfect spot for an
easy rescue. The victim was quickly assisted to the bank by
several group members. We ate lunch at Third Ledge,
where we found an old tennisball. We played pitchand used
paddles for baseball bats (Children can play anywhere).
Thanks, Marshall, for sweeping. Thanks, guys and gals, for
a great time! O

Ocoee River

By Jerry Holladay '

April 11 - Although in years past I used to be one of the
club’s main trip leaders, things change, and I have not lead
atripinyears. This one occurred because the Cruisemaster
called me. It must have been desperation-city!

I gladly accepted. For the past severalyears, one of my
New Year’s resolutions has been to paddle more. A family,
small children and a wife you want to keep, tend to keepyou
off the water.

My excitement grew as the date approached. April 10
was totally beautiful. I drove to my cabin in Blairsville, 40
miles from the river, to spend the night. I woke up at 7:00
a.m. to an incredible, terrible rain coming down cats and
dogs in buckets thunderstorm. Did not look like a good day
for a river trip! I got out my trip list and called the
participants. All five said they were coming anyway.

Idrove to the river in the rain, but when I got there, it
looked really nasty, but it was not raining. Everybody
showed up - plus three more. The trip was: Arden Olson,
Mark Levine, C-1; Walker Hester, Jim Silavent, David
Newbern, Rhett Smith, Porter Martin, K-1; and Gary
Lathem and me in XI-13’s. Only two real boats. We talked
about the weather and put on.

I was told Gary had a strongroll. He said he had a so-
so roll. After talking to people, I realized I was the only one
without a roll! Walker had only paddled the Ocoee three
times before, but everyone else had done it dozens of times.
We had a real strong group.

Nevertheless and notwithstanding, there were some
flips, some rolls and some swims. Isaw Mark Levine execute
an excellent wet exit. I didn't realize that such an accom-
plished paddler would still have that move. But I guessit’s
like riding a bike - once you learn it, you never forget!

We proceeded down the river-cloudy but norain. I had
just finished Power House when it began to drizzle. By the
time we got to the take-out, we had a real thunder storm.
Total luck!

Good people, good trip, good fun. Thanks, Karla! []

_\};‘/
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There are ancient dry river channels on Mars; the largest are about 620 miles long and over 100 miles wide.
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Ocoee River

By Rhett Smith

- April 18. It was an upper 70’s day, low water release,
and crowded with rafters and other hard boaters. I, Rhett
Smith, discovered that eleven boaters in one group are too
many for the Ocoee. Six or seven has been suggested.

The major disadvantages are: a) the group tends to
string out, making rapid running from first to last boat time
consuming, b) it’s hard to keep track of that many boats, c)
safety is complicated.

The major advantage is that I met a bunch of paddlers
in the club. Thanks for coming Charles Pennington, Rick
Moon, Louie Reynolds, Glen Lawson, Keith Hayes, Bill
Kelly, Jerry Holladay (thanks for running sweep while with
us), Gary Lathem, Bruce Bishop (special thanks for setting
safety rope and running lead), and Jim Silavent. O

Upper Hooch
By Bill Mann

Sunday, May 10, 1992. Water level 2.2 feet. The
Atlanta weathermen were incorrect, as usual. They
predicted overcast skies and cool weather. However,
warm weather with temperatures in the seventies and
clear skies greeted those of us who elected to spend
Mother’s Day with Mother Earth.

An all time record was set at the put-in when all
participants arrived on time, were efficient in unloading,
ete., and with Wildwood providing the shuttle service,
everyone was on the river by 10:45 a.m. We broke the
standard put-in time of 11:00 by a full 15 minutes! An
almost even mix of kayaks (7) and canoes (8) proceeded
down the river.

My thanks to Steve Cramer for taking charge of the
kayaks, and to Marty Dyche for running sweep. Several
first timers and one guest from New Orleans accompanied
us on this trip. With only one swim at Horseshoe Rapid,
the trip was rather uneventful. The kind of trip I like.

Because the trip got an early start, I elected to by-
pass the normal lunch spot above Third Ledge and opted

- for the sand beach below False Horseshoe Rapid. The

absence of locals from this prime camping spot made this
one of the finest lunch spots ever. I highly recommend it
to those whose trips have lots of boats.

On the trip were Mona Baldwin, Barbara Graves,
LindaKlein, Steve Cramer, Tom Usdin, Elizabeth Harrell,
and Lee Harrell (K-1), Joel Cleland and Chassy Cleland
(OC-2), and Pat Hagen, Polly Heyward, Marty Dyche,
Barry Smith, Jay Harrell, Scott Bellue, and your trip
leader, Bill Mann (OC-1). O

Upper Hooch
By Bill Mann

April 26, 1992 - Cool weather and an overcast sky did
not deter those brave and hardy GCA members from pad-

dling the Upper Hooch on the final day of the Spring
Extravaganza. Having another commitment on Saturday, I
drove up from Norcross on Sunday morning and met with

the group at the campground. After consulting the local

highway map, a small convoy of cars and trucks left
Blackburn Campground for the river. My thanks to Gwen
Bergen for being probe on this dangerous and often thank-
less task.

After a brief stop to unload the boats, the shuttle was
run and everyone was ready for the fun to begin. Two other
groups were on the river near the put-in, one from Georgia
State, and one from Georgia Tech. But with Gwen in the
lead, and with Susan McGilvary close behind, our trip soon
passed both groups and we had the river to ourselves.

B and I paddled amongst the group, while the “Ala-
bama Connection”, Ron Hardy and Tim Kaylor, in nearly
new Whitesells, were sweeps. .Ben Bergen, Gwen’s “little”
brother, showed the group he hadn’t forgotten how to do an
Eskimo roll after all these years, but I think he will be in the
market for a new, tighter fitting spray skirt very soon.
Having one’s spray skirt come off in the middle of a roll can
be a very cold experience!

The trip was without incident; however, Ron now
knows how grabby the hole at First Ledge can be. Everyone
except B and I played at Horse Shoe. Gwen gave a
demonstration on how to wet exit an Encore. B really likes
the waterfall several hundred yards below Horse Shoe,sohe
talked me into going there. Even with the cool weather, no
trip to the Hooch would be complete without a waterfall
shower, so up he went while I stayed below. I think Barry
Hahn once convinced B that if he took a shower at the
waterfall, he wouldn’t have to take one Sunday night. Ican
a?sure everyone that his mother didn’t fall for this GCA
ploy.

The trip ended at the Wildwood take-out. (Next time
you're up there, be sure to have Anne Gale show you the
bluebird nest.) Everyone loaded their boats and headed off.
The river level was a little low, but that was to be expected
with the amount of rain we've gotten this Spring.

I'had acomplete list of participants, but I inadvertently
sent it to Scott Wilhelm with the liability waivers. We did
haveaC-2,50C-1’s,20C-2’s,and 5K-1’s. Thanks toallwho
camel! O

"Things do not change; we change."
- Henry David Thoreau
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