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The Georgia Supreme Court has
upheld a lower court decision to deny
right of passage to canoeists on a
quarter mile section of Armuchee Creck
in Chattooga County. For those of
you who have not been following our
mission to clarify the right of common
passage on Georgia rivers, the GCA
filed a civil action against landowner
Ralph Henry for blocking Armuchee
Creck with electrified barbed wire
fencing and no trespassing signs, and
having canoe livery owner Benny
Young arrested for peacefully
paddling down the river.

An appeal for interlocutory
injunction was held last April in Judge
Loggins’ court in Chattooga County.
He ruled in favor Mr. Henry, a life long
resident of the county, and denied
canoe passage until the trial, to be held
at a later date. The decision was
appealed to the State Supreme Court
and heard on October 15, 1991, in
Atlanta. The decision, rendered over
four months later, was offered without
opinion.

The River Rights Committee, chaired
by Dan Maclntyre, is in the process of
meeting with our lawyers to consider
all options, and will make a

recommendation- to the Board of"

Directors. For the time being, all GCA
members are advised to refrain from
paddling Armuchee Creek at the point
where it passes through Ralph Henry’s
land. - '

We will keep you abreast of this most
important issue as wemove forward. []

Taking care of America’s rivers is
everyone’s job. That’s what National
River Cleanup Week is all about. By
focusing attention on the collection of
trash and debris, National River
Cleanup Week will help foster a
popular stewardship for our rivers and
water resources. It’s an opportunity
for every citizen to make a
contribution. Collecting trash along
river banks is also a great way to learn
about sources of pollution and other
threats to to aquatic environment, and
to focus public attention on those
problems in your community.

During the week of May 2-10,
volunteers from across the nation will
be conducting cleanups along their
chosen waterways. Cleanups will be
organized at the local level by clubs,
outfitters, outdoor shops, and other
groups. The Bureau of Land
Management is providing a limited
number of biodegradable trash bags to
support local efforts. Private sponsors
may provide more.

National River Cleanup Week is
sponsored nationally by America
Outdoors, the American Canoe
Association, American Rivers, the
American Whitewater Affiliation, the
National Association of Canoe
Liveries and Outfitters, the National
Paddlesports  Association, Canoe
Magazine, and the Bureau of Land

‘Management. Refer to the May

Upcoming Activities list for the GCA’s
cleanup trips in support of this
national effort. M|

Announcing | /- 5 > f >JV . /%
GCA Trip Coordinator Workshop |
% GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC., POST OFFICE BOX 7023 » ATLANTA, GA 30357
Saturday, May 16, 9:00 A. M. to 4:00 P. M. -
_ AnOn-theWaterWorkshop i VOLUME 27 NO. 4 (404) 421-9729 APRIL 1992
to Review/Update Your Trip Coordinating Skills W Setback Suffered in National River Cleanup
and Practice Some Basic Rescue Techniques River Rights Case Week: ‘
J By Andy Warshaw May 2-10, 1992
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'Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

For general information about the
club - Call the club telephone number
and leave a message. Someone will get
back to you. To volunteer to help
with club business - Call President
Jim Silavent at 587-1172, or contact the
committee chairpérson for your area of
interest. For information on
payment of dues - Call Treasurer Ed
Schultz at 266-3734. To sign up for a
club trip - Call the trip coordinator at
the number listed on the trip calendar.
To sign up to lead a club trip - Call
Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at
923-0954. For .a change of address or
for Eddy Line subscription
information - Call Ed Schultz at
266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835.
If you didn’t get your Eddy Line -

Call Ed Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott -

Wilhelm at 449-3835. For
information on GCA clinics - Call
the clinic coordinator listed on the
clinic schedule, or call Canoe Training
Directors Barney and Sherry Spurr at
461-8760, or Kayak Training Director
John Bell at 499-2168. For roll
practice information - Call Roll
Practice Coordinator Allen Hedden at

426-4318. For information on
 placing want ads in the Eddy Line -
See "To place an ad" in the Want Ad
section of the Eddy Line or call
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at
426-4318. For information on
commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538. For

Deadlines

Deadline for the next Eddy Line is the
fifth of the month. The editor must
receive all articles, trip reports and
classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in
the next issue. If you have access to a
computer, please submit articles or trip
reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 in. disk as
an ASCII file labeled .TXT and
include a printed copy (Disks will be
returned if requested). Send all material
to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont
Drive,  Marietta, Ga. 30066.
Hand-written or phoned in material
CANNOT ©be accepted. Your
cooperation is deeply appreciated. []

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held
on the first Thursday of each month.
All interested members are encouraged
to attend. The meetings are at the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree  Street  accross from
Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30
P.M., but come a little early and
socialize. If you have an item for
discussion please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your
item to the agenda. Attending Board
meetings is a great way to become more

involved with the GCA. O
GCA Officers

President Jim Silavent
Vice President Evelyn Hopkins
Secretary Bronwyn Fowlkes
Treasurer Ed Schultz
Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden
Membership Scott Wilhelm
Kayak Trng John Bell
Canoe Trng Barney & SherrySp

Video Tapes Available!
From GCA |Librarian Walter
Howard

The following tapes are available to
any GCA member. All you have to do
is:
A. Call Walter Howard at (404)
694-3557 to find out what tapes are
available.
B. Make arrangements to pick up the
materials or have them mailed.
C. Return them ASAP with $2.00 per
tape for postage so others can check
them out.
The current library has the following
video tapes available:
1. Expedition Earth - Bio Bio in Chile
- Nolan Whitesell
2. Canoes by Whitesell - Nolan
‘Whitesell
3. Ultimate Canoe (Niagara Gorge &
Other Rivers) - Nolan Whitesell
4. First Descents (North Fork Payette)
- Nolan Whitesell
5. Only Nolan (Canoe Technique) -
Nolan Whitesell

The following books are available:

1. Song of the Paddle, by Bill Mason -
Ilustrated guide to  wilderness
camping.
2. Path of the Paddle, by Bill Mason -
Tlustrated guide to the art of canoeing.
3. Paddle to the Amazon - The
‘World’s Longest Canoe Trip

Following our Fall -Membership
Meeting, Nolan Whitesell donated a
copy of his video, Expedition Earth -
Bio Bio in Chile. He only asks that you
enjoy it but do not copy it! Also, Barry
Hahn donated a great book, Song of
the Paddle, by Bill Mason, to the
library. Be sure and thank Barry and
Nolan for their generosity the next time
you see them. Thanks guys!

Any/all donations or loans to the
library are welcome. Send them to:

water level information - See number ‘Walter Howard

listed for the individual rivers in the 303 Charolais Trail

back of the GCA Directory. O Cohutta, GA 30710, O
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coME see THE LARGEST SELECTION
OF CANOES AND KAYAKS IN GEORGIA AT ..

U THE FLOW

WaterSports
ROSWELL, GEORGIA

We stock over 80 different models of canoes and kayaks. Some of our lines include...

CANOES KAYAKS SEA KAYAKS NEW ACCESORIES
Dagger Prijon Current Designs Alps sandals

Mad River Infinity We+no+nah Spyderco knives
Mohawk Dagger Wilderness System Wildwater helmets
Old Town Perception Ocean Kayak E.J. Designs paddle wear

We+no+nah {incuding all Aquaterra R.G.P. Composit paddles
Gruman Proline models) ' Hydra just to name a few

We provide extensive outfitting packages,
as well as, lessons and rental programs.

Go With The Flow and Dagger (Canoe and Kayak) are proud to
sponsor Eric Jackson in his quest for an Olympic Gold.

Holcomb Bridge /

Hwy 92 \ /
N If you haven’t been by in a whil
Canton St. Alpharetta St. Ga. 400

Ehizabeth Way -1 paddling needs,

Chattahgochee

1.8 miles north of the river,
4 Elizabeth Way
Roswell, Ga. 300756
(404) 992-3200

Northridge
«— Exit #3

Roswell Rd.

Ask about our Layaway and
lease purchase programs.

Club discounts given except on sale items or where dealer agreements prohibit it.

e,

come by and let us show you how
dedicated we are to meeting your

We now accept American Express
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE OR TRADE - Have 1989
17 ft. ABS OId Town tandem canoe w/
skid plates. Excellent condition -
$550.00. Want 15 or 16 ft. tandem
canoe suitable for class IIT-IV waters.
Call Brandon - Home: 498-1921
Work: 944-0921.
FOR SALE - Daggar Impulse canoe,
completely rigged. Has floatation, foot
braces and thigh straps. Only been in
lake once. Asking $850.00. Please call
Joe Webb at 954-9609.
FOR SALE - Whitesell Pirahna. Two
years old. Heavy lay-up. Nylon airbags
Perception sadddle, knee pads. Good
condition - stored indoors. $950. Call
Andy at 373-6683.
FOR SALE - Four boats (cash or will
consider trade for fast hull
configuration kevlar or glass canoe):
Old Town Discovery model 158, cane
seats, excellent condition, $450;
Mohawk  Scamp, heavy duty
whitewater solo canoe, Perception
saddle, floatation, ~ very  good
condition, $425; Phoenix Cascade
fiberglass  white/flatwater  kayak,
medium-high volume, pillared (foam),
great condition, $225; SRB2 fiberglass
whitewater  kayak,  medium-low
_volume, $200; also have paddles,
helmet, etc., 294-0326.
FOR SALE - Red Whitesell solo
canoe, fully outfitted with Perception
saddle, nylon air bags, etc.  Stored
indoors, good condition, $450
complete or $300 without outfitting.
Call Mike Violet at 615-457-7840.
FOR SALE - Wenona Odyssey canoe,
18.5’, Kevlar, 54#. White water racing
design is very fast. Excellent
Okefenokee, Everglades, Boundary
Waters tripping canoe. Used on five
trips, stored indoors, $795. Contact
Joan Frierson at 496- 0760.
FOR SALE - Dagger Impulse canoe,
wood trim, Perception saddle, knee
pads and thigh pads on wings with
Yakima foot pegs for great control.
Blue nylon air bags and skid plates
provided. Has approximately 15 river
days of use and it is still in great

condition. New cost would be $1,050

or more plus the outfitting required. .

Selling for $850. This is a must see to
appreciate. Call Tim at 615-339-3206.
FOR SALE - Green Old Town
Tripper canoe, 16 ft., set up for tandem
white water. Very good condition.
$450. Call Joe Treadway 504-847-1821
or Mike Treadway 404-925-7994.

FOR SALE - Wenona 16°6" Solo Plus
Canoe with two Blackburn paddles.
Light, fast canoe with unique design
that allows for solo or tandem use.
Always stored inside. Beautiful canoe
in good condition. $650. Call Jeff at
404-621-9965.

FOR SALE - Green Bluehole canoe,
17 ft. with 2 ABS paddles, air bag and
car top carrier. Knee pads in bottom
for solo and tandem.  Excellent
condition. Call Bill Dean at 404-428-
1682 or 422-0100. Can be seen in
Marietta.

FREE TO GOOD HOME - Wood
and canvas canoe, 20 ft., needs
restoration work,  Appears to be

- possibly a vintage Old Town model.

Canvas has been removed already.
Boat appears structurally sound, but
needs TLC. Allen 426-4318.

FOR SALE - Bat Max racing C-1,
fiberglass and Kevlar, well used but no
leaks, $100. Azali wooden kayak
paddle in good condition, $50. Red
nylon OC end bags, will fit tandem or
short solo boat, excellent condition,
$45. Hydra heavy duty fleece top, size
XS, $10. Kayak backband, plastic and
foam, $15. Steve Cramer, 633-7707.
FOR SALE - Noah kayak - Original,
handmade (not plastic) in new
condition. Stored in garage.
404-888-0428.

FOR SALE - Yellow Laser kayak -
$350. Lowe internal frame pack (used
four times) - $95. Woman’s small Dry
Fashion dry suit (new wrist and ankle
gaskets) - $75. Serious offers
considered. E.J. 404-479-6209.

FOR SALE - Real estate: Great
Smokies, Bryson City, NC. 4 acres
with mountain stream and panoramic

view from 3000 sq. ft. home. All extras
with 3 bedrooms plus *studio/suite.
404-888- 0428,

FOR SALE - Bryson City, N. C,,
mountain house, 3BR, 2BA, deck,
picnic area, great view! Priced to sell at
$39,500. Call Barney or Sherry Spurr
at 461-8760.

FOR SALE - Set of Yakima racks
$3300. Comes complete with 1982
Volvo. Volvo knows way to Section
IV and can get to 4-wheel drive put-in
for Upper Ocoee. 138,000 mostly
highway miles. Suitable for sleeping.
Excellent maintenance. All records.
Evi Hopkins 875-2574.

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need volunteers
to serve on committees, do data entry,
Tabel and mail newsletters, etc. Call
421-9729 and leave a message.
REPAIR WANTED - Badly ripped
Mad River Royalex canoe. I would be
gratefully willing to pay someone to get
it back in usable condition. Call Rob
‘White at 876-0054.

WANTED - Perception Dancer XS
kayak, paddle, accessories for an
8-year-old boy. Would consider other
models. Please call John Dennis at
487-5888.

WANTED - One "Louisiana Flat
Water River Woman" to bring smile,
pleasing personality and your "Mop
and Glow" boat back to Alabama or
Georgia to paddle white water.
Contact the Alabama gang soon.

TO SHARE - Secluded country
house, acreage, furnished or
unfurnished. Cherokee County at Ga.
Highway 20 & I-575 - exit 10. Easy
access to north Ga. rivers. Prefer
environmentally and health conscious
person. Very reasonable rent. Interlink
service provides local rates for Atlanta
area long distance phone calls.
404-479-6209 - E. J.

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are
free to dues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: Allen Hedden,
2923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.
30066. NO HAND-WRITTEN ADS.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

April ,
4 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Gerard Aberson -
4 Tellico Class 3-4 Advanced Gwen Bergen ggﬂé;‘;’
4 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jeff Engel 404-548-5015
5 West Fork Chattooga. Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Mike Ivie 404-599-3567
5 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dan & Elise MaclIntyre 252-9513
5 Walking Trip to Stream Monitor Stone Mountain Creek Carol Mercer 373-6683
6-9 Okefenokee Swamp Family Trip 1 Night on Platform John Upchurch 242-7672
9 Alcovy Evening Trip Class 2-3 Intermediate Jim Patsios 477-9747
11 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Jerry Peterman 321-6746
11 Etowah Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Andy Lyons 257-1749
12 Fightingtown Creek - Class 2+ Beginner/Intermediate Hank Baudet 482-1713
12 Chattooga IIT Early Morning  Class 3-4 Advanced - Flip Hager 250-0718,659-6672
18 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Rhett Smith ’297-1995
18 Lower Amicalola Class 3-4 Advanced Roger Nott 404-536-6923
18 Upper Amicalola Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Pat Wolfer 903-5960(D)404-967-6589(IN)
18 Hike into Rottenwood Creek to See What DOT is up to. Carol Mercer 373-6683
19 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Sabina Schievelbein 925-9437
19 Middle Chestatee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Ben Fouts ©532.3523
19 Nantahala ‘ Class 2-3 Intermediate David Bowman 923-0954
%&-26 GCA SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA SEE FLYER THIS ISSUE

ay
2 Upper Hooch Cleanup Class 2-3 Intermediate Polly Heyward 237-4503
2 Metro Hooch Cleanup - - Class 1 Beginner - John Upchurch 242-7672
DO YOUR PART FOR NATIONAL RIVER CLEANUP WEEK!!!!! Call and Volunteer!!
3 Joint GCA/AWC River Cleanup Class 1-3 Beginner/Intermediate Carol Mercer 373-6683
3 Chattooga IV or Tellico or Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Hank Klausman 587-0499
3 Upper Amicalola Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Rob Kerr 404-889-6566
9 'ALCOVY PICNIC #3 Beginner, Intermediate & Flatwater Trips Will Be Run. See May Flyer for More Details!!!
Children Welcome!! Jim Patsios 477-9747
10 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Bill Mann 242-7748
10 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Ben Maxwell 953-3972
10 Chattooga IV or Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Hal Herndon 432-8705
16 West Fork Chattooga ' Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Doug Bridges 476-5126
16 Chattahoochee Buford Dam To Morgan Falls Flatwater Trip Jay Finnerty 992-7426
17 Conasauga Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dan & Elise MacIntyre 252-9513
23 Chattooga IV Class 3-4 Advanced Roger Nott 404-536-6923
25 Ocoee Class 3-4 Advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469
30-31 SOUTHEASTERN RACES NANTAHAILA RIVER SEE MAY FLYER
Any Saturday in April Jacks River Jump Trip Class 4 Advanced Roger Nott . 404-536-6923
Any Wed. Thu. Fri. in April or May Alcovy River Jump Trip Class 3 Intermediate Jim Patsios 477-9747

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at 923-0954. As usual,

- we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip

schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your
favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!

CHA'ITOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private
(USFS regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.
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Announcements

From the Boardroom
Highlights of the March 5, 1992,
Board of Directors Meeting: :

- The Club’s attorneys reported on the
status of the Armuchee Creek case in
light of the recent developments.

- Treasurer Ed Schultz gave the
financial report.

- Membership Director Scott Wilhelm
reported membership as of February at
699, still substantially ahead of 1991
levels.

- Kayak Training Director John Bell
reported that most clinics have been
assigned coordinators.

- Canoe Training Directors Barney &
Sherry Spurr also said most of their
clinics have coordinators.

- Racemaster Mary Trauner reported
on the prices she had checked for
trophies and plaques for possible
presentation at the races. It was
decided that they were prohibitively
expensive.

- Social Director Sabina Schievelbein
reported that everything is set for the
March General Membership Meeting,
including good speakers.

- Safety Chairman Stewart Stokes
reported on the death of a kayaker on a
Georgia State College trip in the Little
River Canyon. He also mentioned that
the River Safety and Rescue Clinic is
scheduled for the last week in
September.

- Environmental Chairwoman Carol
Mercer reported on the plans for
National River Cleanup Week in May,
and on the GCA’s Streamwatch
Program. ‘

- Carol also reported that our
membership files have been successfully
transferred to "PC-FILE".

- Public Lidison Jim Patsios reported
that the Georgia Greenway Council has
accepted our invitation to join us for a
trip down the Alcovy at the GCA
Family Picnic on Saturday, May 9.
They also want to join in our
newsletter exchange program.

- Oreon Mann reported that he still

has openings in his CPR and First Aid
Clinics.

- Mark Levine requested that anyone
having some good racing photos of
open canoes please let him know; he
needs one for the race t-shirt logo.

- Benny Young appeared to discuss
options in the Armuchee Creek case. []

Southeastern  U. S.
Slalom and Wildwater
Championship Races

" The Southeasterns are scheduled for
May 30 and 31, 1992. That’s NOT the
Memorial Day Weekend, but the

weekend after. Don’t be left out of the -

greatest racing event in the Southeast,
and the GCA’s biggest social event of
the year! Volunteer to help out with the
race, spectate, race, and join in the
other festivities of the weekend.

‘We particularly need people to
coordinate (That’s a euphemism for
being in charge of) various activities
like course  construction and
take-down, safety, gate judging, food
service, = communications, traffic
control, T-shirt sales, clean-up, etc.,
etc. To volunteer as a coordinator, or
to get your name on the list of
volunteers to work at the race, contact
Race Master Mary Trauner at
577-4719. Watch for more information
on theracein the May Eddyline. []

Conservation Corner

Chattooga Polluted b

N. C. Landfill?
By Carol Mercer

Late last fall we receive word from
Bruce Hare of the Chattooga
Whitewater Shop in Long Creek that
there appeared to be a pollution
problem affecting the Chattooga River.
Macon County, about 5 miles south of
Highlands, N.C., or 40 miles north of
Long Creek, has an old landfill which
is leaching into the nearby stream of
Big Creck. Big Creck flows into
Overflow Creek which flows into the
Chattooga River.

After talking with Bruce, we talked to
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) about testing the landfill. The
sedimentation tests were done on
December 12, 1991. I finally received
the preliminary test results in
mid-February 1992. This past week I
found that EPA wants {0 run more
tests, both liquid and biological
moritoring' and' has not analyzed' the
preliminary data yet. Our friend at
EPA has been pulled off the project
because his boss has other sites for him
to work.

If you care about the Chattooga
River, write to Paul so we can get some
action on the tests and the report. Let
Paul know we care about the river and
are concerned that EPA is taking so
long to properly do its job. Polite but
angry letters please. ,

Send your letters to Mr. Paul
Peronard, EPA, 345 Courtland St.,
Atlanta, GA 30365. If you need further
information, please call me, Carol
Mercerat 373-6683, O

Joint GCA/AWC Effort

Metro Hooch Targeted
for National Cleanup
By Carol Mercer

The first National River Cleanup
Week is to be held May 2 to 10. The
Atlanta Whitewater Club and Georgia
Canoeing Association are going to
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the move and to focus mentally on it. Videos and your sex
life will take care of themselves ... later.

Third, I believe in what racers and sports psychologists call
"PMI". One needs to have a good Positive Mental Image of
the whole move or rapid. Gymnastics, platform diving,
golfing (especially putting) and baseball hitting are all
examples of sports activities where PMI is believed to work.

"Great," you say. "How do I get a PMI?"

If you’ve been diligent in your flatwater work and if you’ve
been seeing and focusing on your moves, then you are part
way home. PMI is mostly confidence. Remember, though,
to maintain respect for the medium of moving water. Don’t
become foolhardy or cocky, but do become confident. That
confidence comes from past success in making moves and the
knowledge that you have all the fundamentals in place. (A
good reason for a hand roll is not so much to use it on the
river, but because it will boost your confidence. A "beer
roll" will boost it even more.)

PMI is important in all phases of boating, but it is
probably most important when scouting either from the boat
or from shore. Scouting can reveal a great deal about the
person doing the scouting. Some people require a lot of
information to build a good PMI. These are the "lookers,"
who look at a rapid seemingly forever and want to watch
several people run it before making their own run. Then
there are the "doers" who take one look, see a route and go
doit. , ‘

In seeing others do it, the "lookers" may find it easier to
visualize their own run. If you try to hurry the looker, or if
one of the group messes up while the looker is watching, then
she/he will probably not do very well. If you are a looker,
take your time, see what you have to see; and then walk it or
run it accordingly.

It may be that the "doers" are simply trying to get the run in
before they see something which will distract their focus. If
you are a doer, take your look and go do it. Just be sure that
you are aware of any life-threatening situations before
committing to the rapid.

Regardless of which kind of scouter you are, try to see
yourself making the necessary moves. Shut your eyes. Watch
yourself smooth that drop into the microeddy. See the peel
out and ferry across the lip of Atom Bomb Falls. Notice the
cool concentration as you take the next drop and land
upright in the safe pool. Hear the onlookers say "Yeah,
smooth move, dude!" A

Now go do it! You know you can. You have confidence.
You have PML '

One can also have negative mental image (NMI). Some
boaters just refer to this as a "bad attitude". Imagine
watching the best boater in your group run Godzlla’s
Torture Chamber. He gets stuffed into Godzilla’s Room of
Doom and flushed to a safe eddy where he waits as the
monster returns his boat and gear to him one piece at a time.

That can give you a big NMI. What to do?

I believe that if you have a strong NMI, if Godzilla has
been tromping all over you in your mind, if you’re scared
out of your wits... then don’t run the rapid. I live by "If it
ain’t fun, don’t do it!" I'm not into boating to get thrashed,
trashed and body-bagged home. If my mind can see such an
event happening to me and I cannot override the NMI with
strong PMI, then I walk or sneak.

If the negative event that I see happening is only remotely
possible, or I can convince myself that I can avoid the
problem in control, then I can override the NMI with a
good, strong PMI. Now I will attempt to run the rapid. NMI
and PMI are mental vision and are very much like physical
vision in that the body will tend to do what the mind sees. If
I can’t envision happiness and light at the end of my run, ’'m
not proud. These feet were made for walking,

Still, nobody wants to walk very often. So try using these
three prongs. First, practice on flat or easy water until the
fundamentals are intuitive. Second, look at and focus on the
moves. Third, keep a good PMI at all times.

If you do, as you move into more difficult water, I think
you will have more fun. And, after all, that’s what it is all
about, isn’t it! ||

Photo Contest Results
Thanks to all those who submitted pictures to the GCA
Photo Contest. The display was enjoyed by all attendees at
the Spring General Membership Meeting. Many of the
entries will be published in the Eddy Line from time to time
as space permits.
The winners in each category were as follows:
ACTION:
First Place - Martin Kite
Second Place - Branson Redding
Third Place - Barbara and Dick Turner
HUMOR:
First Place - Allen Hedden
Second Place - Wayne Sanders
Third Place - Evelyn Hopkins
SCENIC/ENVIRONMENTAL:
First Place - Branson Redding
Second Place - Allen Hedden
Third Place - Allen Hedden
Congratulations to all the winners! If you were not present
to pick up your prizes, they will be mailed to you when the
photos are returned. First Place in each category received a
$25 gift certificate from REI, and Second and Third Places
geceived certificates redeemable for any item in the GCA
tore.
For those who didn’t enter, wait il next year! We plan to

do this again, so keep an eye out for good photo
opportunities! ||
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A Viewpoint

The Mental Side of Whitewater
By Joe Greiner
From "The Paddler”, Carolina Canoe Club Newsletter

How can two people who seem evenly matched in
physical skill and experience wind up paddling at such
different levels? How can some people progress so rapidly in
this sport?

Once a recreational boater masters low class ITI water and
starts paddling solid class ITT and IV water, it is my belief that
the difference in progress comes from what’s above the
shoulders, and not from what is below them.

While many world class racers and some recreational
boaters have refined their physical skills to a point where
they can literally overpower or "super finesse" a river, most of
us cannot. What then of us? What makes one of us different
from the next? Looking back on my relatively short career, I
feel the difference is all in one’s state of mind. I also believe
that one can favorably affect that state of mind. :

Here’s what works for me; maybe it can work for you, too.
I like to be a "control" boater. When I look at a rapid, I
want to be able to say to myself, "I know I can do that!" I
don’t want extreme fear or large adrenaline rushes; I find they
interfere with my control. I'm not striving for a total absence
of fear; mild fear - call it respect - is a good thing for all
boaters to have; and a mild adrenaline rush is also okay.
But ’'m over 40 years old, have a good life, and want to
continue to live it. I want to be "in control".

I have found that a three pronged approach, all prongs
working together, helps me stay in control. First, I strongly
believe in regular flatwater or easy local water practicing. If I
could relive my early boating years, I would do more
flatwater practice.

I live about 200 miles from the nearest continuous flow
rivers, which means that my whitewater boating usually is
limited to weekends. Occasionally a local river will be in
flood and offer the chance to get out during the week after
work, but that doesn’t happen on a regular basis. I have
found that weekend boating is a little like weekend golf; it is
difficult to get good if you spend a great deal of both physical
and mental energy getting back into the groove on Saturday
morning.

If you have a backyard Nantahala, Lower Yough or
Potomac, that’s great. You can paddle on them frequently

during the week. Then, when you reach Upper Goshawful

Creek on Saturday, you’re ready. If you cannot paddle on
easy moving stuff, find a local lake and get out once or twice a
week.

Many local paddling clubs arrange for such sessions. Use
them to practice fundamental strokes and roll. Do both until
they are intuitive. By "intuitive",  mean that you do not ha\{e
to think about the components of the stroke. All you do is

recall the stroke and the body reacts smoothly and
automatically.

There are many good practice drills,. 'World Champion
kayaker Richard Fox has made a very good video that
outlines his two hour practice sessions. One of his routines
involves paddling a straight line with his boat tipped on
edge. It’s good for balance and power in getting out of holes.

Learn to hand roll your craft. Then see how smoothly you
can do it. Among flatwater tricks you can do are "beer rolls",
where you grasp a can (any can will do) in one hand, roll
over keeping the can out of the water, then pass the can from
one hand to the other over the overturned boat. Now that
you’ve switched hands, use the free hand to roll up. The can
never gets wet; or, if it’s open, you shouldn’t spill a drop.

Make sure yow’re practicing with the right technique.
Good, professional instruction or experienced local boaters
can help. Get the "experts" to check out your strokes and roll
every so often to be certain that you have not ingrained any
bad habits. _

When strokes and roll become intuitive, you can really
start to use the second prong, physical and mental focus.
The brain is a wonderful instrument, but it is finite. Tt can
process only so much information at once. If you want to get
into an eddy or make a tough ferry, you should look there!
The next time you go out with intermediate boaters, sit back
in an eddy and watch their eyes as they try to make a move.
Many times youw’ll see a perfectly capable paddler almost
make it, but then look away at the next obstacle at the last
moment. Where do they end up? You guessed it! Often they
go right over the next obstacle.

If T were limited to only one piece of advice to give to
paddlers trying to improve, it would be this: "While making
a move, look at where you want to be. The body tends to go
where the eyes are looking." '

It sounds so easy; but the advice is difficult to follow,
especially on new rivers. There is that other little voice inside
wanting to know what the heck is beyond the next drop. Tell
that voice to be quiet so that you can make the eddy first, and
then find out.

After a while physical vision, or looking at the move at
hand, will become second nature. If your frequent practicing
has been successful, all your strokes are now intuitive; i..,
you don’t have to think about them. This means that you
can mentally focus only on the moves at hand, and not on
how to execute them. This vision of where to go, coupled
with focus on when to execute what stroke, will get you there.

There are a lot of other distractions which will interfere
with good vision and good mental focus. Two of the more
common are video cameras pointed at youw, and good
looking members of the opposite sex watching you. Your
brain gets so many "don’t screw up" messages from the ego
that the transmission lines to the muscles get clogged up, and
"WHOOPS!" Oh well, trashed again. Remember to look at
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work together to help clean up the
Metro Hooch, probably from Powers
Ferry to Hwy 41. If there are enough
persons, we’ll enlarge our scope
upstream.  Ken Gibbons of the
Chattahoochee Outdoor Cehter has
volunteered to let us borrow some
tandem canoes to tote the trash and
sponsors are donating biodegradable
bags. '

Other groups will be working on
different sections of the river and its
tributaries. The Georgia Conservancy,

Trout Unlimited, City of Roswell, The

Issac Walton League, Gwinnett Clean

"and Beautiful, and Chattahoochee

Outdoor Center are a few of the groups
involved. Bart Jones is helping to
coordinate the AWC/GCA’s team
efforts. He will be working with the
National Park Service on specific areas
and what is in the areas (cars, tires,
refrigerators etc.) to be cleaned.

If you are a member of another
organization that you would like to get
involved, call master coordinator John
Upchurch of Go With The Flow at
992-9696; if you want to call to
volunteer to help the joint AWC/GCA
team (by boat, by foot, to bring drinks
or sandwiches etc.) call Bart Jones at
636-8345 or Bruce Rowen at
404-546-1968 or Carol Mercer at
373-6683. Lets all.come out and clean
up the river that has given us so much.
For those of you who can’t make
Saturday’s cleanup, the AWC/GCA
are going to sponsor a joint class 1-2 or
2-3 river cleanup in the metro area on
Sunday May 3. Join us then. O

Park Land Threatened

DOT Not Impressed
with Road Alternatives!
By Carol Mercer

Meetings, meetings and more
meetings. That has been the way of life
lately between the conservation groups,
the National Park Service, and
Moreland ~ Altobelli. Moreland
Altobelli does not like the alternative
design of the Kennedy Interchange

developed by the conservation groups.
The Georgia Conservancy has had
qualified road engineers from Georgia
Tech look at the preliminary DOT
plans to see if there was a feasible
alternative to the taking of 3.5 acres of
National Park Service land and to the
location of the road so close to the
park. There is, but DOT at present
likes none of it. It seems strange to this
writer that a win-win situation could be
had for everyone, but DOT isn’t
interested. It’s almost like a child
saying, "if you don’t play by my rules,

Iwon’t play."

We, concerned club members and
citizens, need to send letters to the
Cobb County Commissioners, who all
apparently favor the Moreland
Altobelli plan, and to Senator Wyche
Fowler. Since federal dollars will pay
for a good part of the road, we need to
let our representatives know how we
feel. If you, the grass roots of the club,
don’t write letters, the park will
disappear, acre by acre.

Your letter should tell them you are
against the road in its present
alignment, not against the road
because it is a road; against the taking
of public park land and against the
location of the road next to and
adjoining the park. Tell them thereisa
feasible alternative that has been
developed which will move the road
inside the Kennedy property, away
from the park, and eliminate the need
to condemn National Park Service
land. Tell the commissioners and
Senator Fowler that you are concerned
with not only the taking of the land but
the impact the road will have on the
park and the pollution to the creek and
hence the river.

If the road is developed where
Moreland Altobelli would like to put
it, not only will it take public park
land, but it would severely degrade
Rottenwood Creek and the Pallisades
Section of the Chattahoochee. At some
points, the road will be close to 40 feet
+/- from the creek. There will be huge
concrete walls, severe earth-moving

activities in the floodplain, and the
destruction of a wonderful section of
the creek. Destruction not necessarily
from a bulldozer, but from pollution
-visual, noise, and non-point source.
Pollution from road run off and
erosion already is evident from I-75;
what will a new road and the two or
more ramps to feed it do?

This is your park, your river, and
your drinking water that is being
fouled. We need your help. Please
write: Senator Wyche Fowler; 204
Russell Senate Office Building;
Washington, D C 20510

Cobb West Commissioners: Mr.
Philip Secrist, Harvey Pashal and
William Cooper; 528-3300, -3311 and
-3314 respectively.

Cobb East Commissioners: Mr.
Emmett Burton, Stancil Wise; 528-3315
and -3317 respectively.

Mailing Address for all
commissioners is: 100 Cherokee St.
#300, Marietta, GA 30090.

GET INVOLVED, PLEASE HELP
SAVE YOUR PARK. ONE
LETTER IS WORTH MANY
TELEPHONE CALLS. WRITE
TODAY. |

Every now and then, an
innocent man gets sent
to the legislature.

GCA’s
Watch
By Rhett Smith
On Sunday, February 1, GCA’s own
Streamwatch group (Alan Atha, Tony
Able, Hugh Brock, Bart Jones, Mark
Gramlich, Bill Perkins, Carol Mercer,
Sabina Schievelbein, Jim Crow, Bill
Steiner, and Rhett Smith) held our first
survey on Stone Mountain Creek,
which drains Stone Mountain Lake.
The Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) initiated the
Streamwatch program. The program

Own Stream
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empowers citizens groups as watchdogs. If a stream’s water
quality degrades, then we contact the DNR to take
appropriate action.

Our sample site is about a 10 minute walk downstream of
the dam and borders a private residence. We met at Mark’s
house, drove to the stream, took 3 quick samples, drove back
to Mark’s house, and held a bug count under a lovely,
warm, blue sky.

Every 2 months part of our group will return to the same
stream site for another sample. After we become adept at
sampling, we will probably splinter into several groups, each
monitoring a different stream of our own choice. Here is an
opportunity to monitor a stream possibly in your own
neighborhood.

For further information about GCA’s Streamwatching
contact Carol Mercerat 373-6683. O

If you get in the wrong place at the wrong time,
you had better be with the right people!

Stream Watch Workshop
By Rhett Smith

On Saturday, January 25, the Georgia Conservancy (GC)
held, with the help of the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), a Streamwatch workshop. Streamwatch was initiated
by the DNR. The program calls for volunteers to select a
stream and monitor it for water quality. By measuring the
diversity and number of macro invertebrates, the amount of
oxygen, and hence water quality, can be inferred.

Anyway... it was a great sunny, mid 50’s day. Various
groups and private individuals were in attendance, including
the Sierra Club, the Audubon Society, and GCA 'members
Sabina Schievelbein and myself. We met at the Highway 41
take-out, hiked north on a trail paralleling the metro Hooch,
crossed under I-75, and hung a left at Rottenwood Creek. As
we hiked up alongside the creek Sally Bethea of the GC
pointed out the proposed area for the Kennedy Interchange
and how the detrimental impact of noise, sediment, and
runoff would affect the trail, mill ruins, and creek. But that’s
another story.

On to the actual Streamwatch. Four volunteers along with

Keith Parsons, DNR biologist coordinating Streamwatch,
waded out into the water with a seine net, spread the net,

picked up and brushed off rocks, and then did a rendition of -

Trip Reports
N ——
Tellico River

By Julie Keller

February 16, 1992. The week before this trip looked good
in Atlanta. The spring rains were beginning early and all
looked well. On Friday the Tellico still had no water. Heavy
rain on Saturday left about 400 cfs for a nice Sunday paddle.

" I paddled OC-2 with my favorite bailer and cook, Francis
Cheung. The other paddlers included Cathy Bender (K-1),
Lee Entrekin (K-1), Keith Davis (K-1), David Logan (OC-1),
Tom Jones (OC-1), and Pam Wyche (OC-1). Shuttle was
provided by Pam’s husband. Guy, Ben and Joe Wyche all
had a great day following us down the river.

‘The Tellico is a hard river to catch with the right amount of
water; the small watershed makes it difficult to predict if there
will still be water in the river when you get there. I call the
gauge often to see if the river is rising or falling and where it
crests. The telephone number is 615-253-7951. There are
four series of beeps; a set for 10°s, followed by 1’s, 0.1°s, and
0.01’s. A zero is represented by a long beep. Anywhere in the
two foot range is great for paddling (300-700 cfs). Above 3
feet, the river is still paddleable, but make sure your skills are

up to it. |

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR WHITEWATER PADDLING

10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

AL TOLL FREE
1800 367-3521

[="
L
—_—
=
Lty
I
(=%
[emn)
[
[ e
—
ju }
O
L=
JR— |
T
=
Lo
'—
_
[
—_

"The Macro Invertebrate Jig" to stir up more bugs. We * FOR ORDERS

hauled the net to shore, picked through the net, and found « QUTFITTING ADVICE

all kinds of neat bugs (hellgrammites, caddis fly larvae, etc.). © RIVER LEVELS

We counted bugs, looked at a chart for determining water

quality and found that this one sample indicated a good FAX 704 4882498

water quality. I found it fascinating that so much can livein a 47 HWY 19 WEST, BRYSON CITY, NC 26713

cold, suburban stream, and that Streamwatching was

interesting and fun with a group of people. O
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right. Meanwhile, Greg, seeing the danger looming
downstream, tried in vain to get Chris to swim to the left to
avoid the logs in the right chute. Chris either couldn’t hear
his pleas, or was too exhausted to respond, and was swept
behind his boat through the chute.

Down below the chute, David first saw Chris’ yellow
Dancer broached on a rock upside down. He ran to Chris’
aid and found him in the chute pinned against the strainer.
Chris was still conscious and able to make verbal appeals for
help. David entered the water and grabbed Chris by the
hands, but was unable to pull him free. Shortly thereafter,
Chris lost consciousness.

Greg immediately got out of his boat and scaled the large
boulder above David and belayed a throw rope for him to
assist in the rescue. Quickly, one of the lead boaters
appeared with another rope, scaled the boulder, and threw
the rope for David to secure to Chris.

All the would-be rescuers were at great risk, due to the steep
slope of the slick rock, and the presence of an undercut rock
just downstream of the chute. The second rope could only be
attached to Chris’ PFD, which eventually was pulled off of
his body. Due to the nature of the terrain, a z-drag or other
means of mechanical rescue was not feasible.

After many attempts, efforts to recover Chris’ body were
halted to prevent further mishaps. The decision was made to
send Sabina Schievelbein and David to climb out of the
canyon to get help. The rest of the group continued on down
the remaining section of river to the take-out. Credit must be

given to those who had to pull themselves together and
paddle the rest of a difficult class 3-4 river. It took a rescue
squad of twelve men a couple of hours to free Chris’ body
from the swift water.

It is hard to try to explain briefly such a tragic event. After
it was over, everybody pulled together and worked as a team.
The people of the rescue squad, the hospital, the
campground, and the First Baptist Church cannot be
thanked enough.

We all learned some harsh and bitter lessons that day:
Know your limitations and work within them. Always
observe the characteristics of the river and decide if you
should paddle it. Stay together and be aware of those
around you. Always be well equipped for emergencies.
Carry a rope, carabiners, and a first aid kit. Know CPR and
first aid. And lastly, be properly trained in river safety and
rescue.

Good-bye, Chris..... |

Third Annual

GCA SPRING PICNIC AND ALCOVY RIVER RUN
Saturday, May 9, 1992
On the Alcovy River at Newton CountyFactoryShoals Recreation Park
Bring your own lunch, beverages, etc.

Beginner and intermediate trips will be run on the Alcovy River, with excellent photo opportunities from the trail
along the intermediate section. Beginner trips begin at 9:30 am, and intermediate runs will start about 10:30.
Picnic will commenceabout 1:00. Staging area for beginner trips will be at the Hwy 36 bridge at the park.

TO GET THERE:

Take I-20 east to U. S. 278 eastexit in Covington. Go 278 eastto Ga. Hwy 81. Turn right and take Hwy 81 to Ga.
Hwy 36.Turn Lefton Hwy 36, go about 10 miles to Newton County Factory Shoals Park on the left.

TFYOU NEEDMORE INFO, CALL JIM PATSIOS AT 471-5712
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Tragedy Strikes on Little River
By Sabina Schievelbein and David Newbern

By now, most of you in the paddling community have
heard about the tragic death of Christopher David McGee on
a Georgia State University paddling trip on the Little River,
near Centre, Alabama, on February 15, 1992. It is
particularly difficult for us to relate this story, because we
were with this twenty-five year old man when his life slipped
away.- We write this account in the hope that others may
understand the seriousness of river safety.

Last year we took the River Safety and Rescue Clinic from
the Georgia Canoeing Association. At that time, none of us
anticipated having to use any of the techniques we were being
trained in. At the risk of sounding harsh, we were all having
an enjoyable time, as we should when GCA members get
together on the river, and at times we thought our instructors
were a little too serious; we now know why....

We arrived at Georgia State at 7:15 a.m. on the morning of -

the trip, to be greeted by the hustle and bustle of stowing
equipment and signing GSU waivers. The trip quickly grew
in size to two C-1’s, Six kayaks, ten open canoes, and twenty
paddlers. At 8:10 a.m. two vans loaded with paddlers and
equipment set out for the Little River Canyon in northeast
Alabama. . .

During the ride to the river, while joking with others,. Chns
told several people that he had stayed up til 3 a.m. drinking
beer. 'This was accompanied by stories of his trips on
comparable rivers. Chris, however, seqmed alert and
physically capable of coping with the day’s trip.

When we arrived at the Highway 35 bridge, the gauge there
read between 1.0 and 1.5 feet. The secondary streams
appeared to be running high, but the continuous rain of the
previous day and night had stopped. Since the water level
was within published guidelines, the decision was made to
continue with the trip. ’

We reached the put-in at the chairlift and made the difficult
carry to the river'’s edge. The trip leader assignc?d two
experienced boaters to the lead. Due to the group’s size, the
trip leader took the sweep position, feeling that he could best
account for all the boats from the rear. _ ‘

Soon after putting on, it became apparent that the river was
approaching flood stage, with a swift current and washed out
shore eddies. The first rapid of consequence set the tone fqr
the day’s events. Chris and several open boaters swam this
rapid. One of the open boats was not recovered until after
Bottleneck. Chris lost his paddle and was lent a breakdown
paddle. : ‘ . ‘

A short while later, Chris swam again, losing the
breakdown paddle, and then used a borrowed canoe paddle
until someone gave him another breakdown kayak paddle.
Upon approaching Bottleneck, everyone got out and
scouted this most serious rapid. Four decked boats were the
only ones to run it, with only a fifty percent success rate.

After Bottleneck, the two lead boats went ahead, followed
by David Newbern, Greg Mohler, an experienced kayaker
from the west coast, and Chris. Approximately five minutes
downstream, the two lead boats entered an area with large
standing waves surging into a big whirlpool eddy along river
right where the river ran into a sheer forty foot rock face and

.turned sharply to the left. Just past the rock face, a large
" boulder offset by a smaller boulder were set in the current

about eight feet apart. Broached in the eight foot chute

“formed by these boulders were two logs, running diagonally

from the top of the smaller boulder to the base of the larger
one along the shore.

Chris capsized in the whirlpool area upstream of the
boulders, while the two lead boats and David eddied out
downstream after a successful run. One of the lead boats had
taken on a lot of water and struggled to make shore on river

" FIRST ANNUAL GCA
TRIP COORDINATING
COMPETITION

First, second and third place prizes
ift certificates) will be presented at

“the Fall General embership
Meeting in October. :
RULES:

1.  Winners based on most trips
coordinated.

2. For a trip to qualify, you must:

a) complete the trip you signed up
to coordinate. (cancelled ftrips
because of weather, low water, etc.,
don’t count; but trips moved to another
river because of water levels do
count).

b) You must mail the completed
waiver forms to Risk Management
Chairman Scoit Wilhelm.

cl) You must submit a trip report for
publication in The Eddy Line within 30
days of the frip (A one paragraph
report is ok, but more is better).

TO ENTER:
Sign up to coordinate a trip now by

calling Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
at (404) 923-0954.

=

¥

Exploration Trip: Brasstown Creek
By Roger Nott, Exploration Chairman

Sunday, February 16, 1992: Brasstown Creek is born on
the north slope of Georgia’s highest mountain, Brasstown
Bald, in Union County, and cascades as a small trout stream
nearly three thousand feet in three miles until it reaches the
Blue Ridge Plateau two miles south of Young Harris. It
becomes easily floatable at Highway 66 Bridge just northwest
of the City Limits of Young Harris at its confluence with
Byers Creek. From there it flows just over 14 miles northwest
and joins the Hiwassee just north of the community of
Brasstown, North Carolina, alternately meandering through
bottomland, mostly farmed, in narrow valleys, and rushing
through heavily wooded hills.

The GCA Exploration Wildcard trip had originally been
scheduled for Saturday, but was postponed a day to take
advantage of Saturday’s rains and predictions for balmy
weather on Sunday, which indeed came true. Joining me
were John Lucas and Liph Johnson, each of us paddling
solo open canoes.

We put in where Emerson Branch enters the creek, 1.4 miles
upstream of the point where Brasstown Creek begins to
parallel Georgia Hwy. 339, just east of its terminus at Hwy 66,
at the community of Alexander Mill, also known as Welch.
At this point the watershed area is-about 30 square miles,
about the same as the Chestatee at Turner’s Corner. (At
Alexander Mill it is 35 square miles.) We put in on private
land where owner permission was necessary to avoid 3.2
miles primarily of flat water downstream of Hwy. 66 Bridge at
Young Harris. We canoed together for 8.3 miles, crossing
into North Carolina after three and a half miles, to Greasy
Creek confluence, where John had left a 10-speed bicycle, to
"pedal" our shuttle.

This stretch averages just over 20 feet per mile in gradient
and contains very frequent class I and class IT shoals, though
there were a couple of long stretches of flatwater, particularly

“during the first 2.5 miles in North Carolina, near the

community of Warne. During this stretch we encountered
about 5 deadfalls which could have been hazardous, though
Ihad to step out of the boat only once. ‘

The scenery overall was quite good, though we found
several homes scattered along the banks, which were usually
about 35 feet apart. It had rained about three quarters of an
inch in the previous twenty-four hours, and we found the
stream pleasantly full and running light brown with
suspended clays. Wildlife seemed plentiful; ducks and
kingfishers abounded, and we also saw a deer, a fox, blue
herons, geese, vultures, and many other smaller birds.

‘While John bicycled and jogged back to the car, Liph and I
continued downstream on steadily moving flatwater 2.6 miles
on Brasstown and about 3 miles more on the Hiwassee River,
till John met us after the Hiwassee begins to parallel Hwy 64,
a few miles east of Murphy. There were a couple of pushy

class IT’s in the first half mile after the confluence, as the river
was high, but otherwise the Hiwassee was wide, slow and flat
in this section.

We found the Brasstown a lovely little stream, well worth
experiencing. We only saw a few people; they seemed
surprised but friendly. However, since we paddled entirely
through privately owned land, landowner opposition to
paddlers could easily develop, but might be avoided if we
keep trip sizes small and exercise our best river manners. Trip
planners might find the Hiawasse, Hayesville and Peachtree
topographical maps, as well as the county highway maps for
Towns County, Ga. and Clay County, N.C., helpful.

One easy to locate trip of about 7 miles could put in at
Alexander Mill on Georgia Highway 339, just east of its
junction with Highway 66. To shuttle, go northwest on

 Highway 66 into North Carolina, turn left (west) at the T
intersection at Warne N.C., and go about 4 miles northwest
on Clay County Road 1100 towards Brasstown, N.C., and
take out at a small park along the road at Greasy Creek,
about a half mile past a steel truss bridge to your left over the
Creek. As County Road 1100 stays close to the creek for
several miles, many different take-outs and trip lengths are
possible. Wehad fun! -

Upper Tallulah River
By Roger Noit :

Saturday, January 25, 1992. We had a gorgeously sunny,
though cool day, enough water, and a sporting crew. We ran
from the bridge a half a mile upstream from the Coleman
River Confluence to Plum Orchard Road Bridge, where the
gauge read 2.62, low but quite passable. (A comfortable
minimum would probably be 2.4, definitely not the 1.7
guestimated by Otey and Sehlinger.)

The two class III’s, as usual, took their toll, two swimmers
each, so we were happy to build and enjoy a fire at our lunch
stop after Halitosis, while we were still within the Forest
Service’s Tallulah River Park. Thereafter the six mile trip
was uneventful. We had to portage once at an intentionally
felled tree, which has been secured with cables to use as a
low-water bridge. The partially collapsed bridge in the latter
part of the run has now been replaced.

Enjoying a fine day were: Joan (pronounced "JoAnne")
Farrell, Mike Ivie, LeRoy Robbins, Dan Still, and Willie
Wood in kayaks; Louis Jacob and Dave Karran paddling
tandem open; and Paul Brown, John Cape, Larry Chamblee,
Terry Pierce, Gary Plumlee and I in solo opens. O
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Florida Rivers
By Rhett Smith
February 14-17. Five rivers in four days... yes, it was great!
The Suwannee, Ichetucknee Springs, Santa Fe, Silver and
" Oklawaha rivers were beautiful. All rivers were surrounded
by deciduous hardwood forest. The Suwannee and Santa Fe
rivers are blackwater rivers. The Ichetucknee, Silver, and
Oklawaha are clear springs. A group of us planned the trip
using our own knowledge plus a book entitled "A
CANOEING AND KAYAKING GUIDE TO THE
STREAMS OF FLORIDA", Vol. 1, North Central
Peninsula and Panhandle, by Carter & Pearce.

Day 1, Friday. Don Clements, Louise Shriber, Mary
McKean, Rachael Gates, Judith Kaplan, and myself met at
the Spirit of the Suwannee Campground at the intersection of
the Suwannee River and U.S. 129 near I-75. The
campground had rest rooms, hot showers, restaurants,
"primitive camping" ($8.50 / night), RV hookups ($13.08 /
night), and entertainment (dances, blue grass bands, etc.)
several nights a week. We paddled the Suwannee from Cone
Bridge to U.S. 41, a 15 mile run. The water level was
"medium high" (13-15 feet lower than last year). Probably,
the only class 2+ rapid in the state of Florida is on this
section. Judith and myself being fearless adventurers scouted
and ran on the left bank after'deciding that the two foot
surging wave on the right bank route was too wet. My heart
pounded. I run class 3-4 whitewater all the time, but this
class 2+ rapid was a first for me in a tandem canoe. We took
on bunches of water as Judith acted as a breakwater on the
first drop. The second drop was a piece of cake. We did not
see any one else on the river all day. In the town of White
Springs, we ate a fine dinner at a members only ...hmmm...
establishment named the Telford Hotel. The service was
somewhat slow, we just about doubled their normal clientele
for Friday evening, and the food good. The extra time
allowed us to leisurely explore the hotel. One room had
20-30 antique radios. Several rooms had electronic
equipment which supported the "For The People" radio
station broadcasting from the hotel, room 13 did not exist,
and the player piano had about 50 rolls.

Day 2, Saturday. Hank Baudet and Nan Durrett joined us
on the Ichetucknee Springs and Santa Fe River, a 10 mile
run. During warm weather months the Ichetucknee is lined
with inner tubers. We saw several canoeists. The first couple
miles of the Ichetucknee are inside a park and the scenery was
beautiful (lush, green, water vegetation). Outside the park
the river was lined with houses. The Santa Fe also had many
houses. Fortunately, our attention was somewhat diverted
from the populated river banks. Unfortunately, the
diversion was a 15-20 m.p.h. gusty headwind. Eddies were
formed by the wind whipping past bends in the river. Once,
as Judith and I were ferrying from one eddy to another, a
gust of wind turned the boat sideways. We had the

opportunity to practice our windward / down river brace as
we were strongly pushed upstream. After leaving the Santa
Fe, we headed to a campground named Gore’s landing on
the Oklawaha east of Ocala on the western border of the
Ocala National Forest. The campsite had rest rooms, picnic
tables, and no showers. There was no fee.

Day 3, Sunday. The Silver River runs about 2-3 miles from
Silver Springs to the Oklawaha. At Silver Springs a large
private touristo concession exists complete with glass bottom
boats. Private boaters cannot put in at the touristo
concession, but must paddle the 2-3 miles (about 2.5 hours)
upstream to get to Silver Springs. Shoot, we heard that
private boaters had put in at the touristo concession. So, we
traipsed up to the touristo concession and casually explained
how we were a joint commission of the Jaques Cousteau
Society, Smithsonian Institution, and the GCA (I have

- belonged to all 3) and by all scientific and humanistic rights

we had the inalienable right to put in at the source... nope,
didn’t work. So, we paddled up the river along with
motorboats, SCUBA divers, and other canoeists (we
recommend a weekday trip) and saw much, including Rhesus
monkeys, an alligator, and as we came closer and closer to
the touristo concession, an increasing variety and number of
birds, including snowy egrets, green herons, little blue
herons; common moorhens, and ospreys. After a quick 1.5
hour down river paddle we headed back to camp.

Day 4, Monday. Several canoeists decided to return to
Atlanta after breakfast, something about responsibilities.
The remainder headed for a 9.5 mile paddle on the Oklawaha
from State Road 40 to Gore’s landing, our campsite. We
crossed paths with several motorboats and fishermen. In
about a 1/4 mile section we must have seen a dozen pileated
woodpeckers. Picked out 2 sandhill cranes flying north.

Thanks to a relaxed group. Thanks for the entertainment:
Rachael, sitting in her boat doing the limbo under a branch
4 feet off the water and still falling backwards into the boat;
Don, canoeing solo, casually sitting on the very back of his
tandem boat, nose sticking skyward, and plopping into the
drink; and to Louise, a native Atlantan, for stories. I liked
best the one about when she and Janet Perkins were
horseback racing up a muddy Briarcliff Road hill before it
was paved and suddenly encountered a speeding MG headed
downhill. The MG spun sideways and our horseback riders
leapt over the ends of the car. The riders looked at the
bedazzled MG driver, looked at one another, asked one
another if they should go back...Nahhhhhh,

Life... it’s a blast. : |'_'_|

If you throw away two aluminum
cans, you waste more energy than is
used daily by each of a billion people
in poorer lands.
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Make It Your Choice!
by Tim Kaylor

‘While paddling on a local river I overheard a conversation
between two other paddlers. For the record, I'll call them
Fric and Frac. Their conversation went something like this.
Fric said, "Hey I’'m gonna buy a new boat." Frac replied,
"really, what kind are you getting? Fric said, "well you
know my old boat is beat up, ragged and outdated and my
skill level has surpassed it’s capabilities, so I’'m getting a (you
fill in the blank)." Frac could hardly believe what his friend
had said. "You’re putting me on, right? Why would you
even consider that "squirrelly" boat. It can’t be paddled in a
straight line or accelerated and it surfs like a dog." Fric was
taken aback by his friends reaction. "I don’t know where
you get that stuff, because I've paddled it. It not only surfed
like a dream, but it was very stable and I could really shoot
from eddy to eddy due to the acceleration I was capable of
producing."

If you’ve ever discussed buying a new boat with any of
your paddling buddies, you can probably relate to this
conversation. In this technological age, there are numerous
designs, materials, outfitting configurations, systems and
paddling objectives. During the past several months, I’ve
contemplated buying a new boat myself. I paddle a solo
open canoe. The December 1991 issue of Canoe magazine
stated, "At last count there are almost 900 differént models of
canoes."

Although I’ve been paddling four years, with that many

 different models to choose from, I became confused. My

primary paddling is done on whitewater which narrows the
choices down considerably. However, I must now consider
boat length, depth, beam, hull configuration, materials, and
not least important, price. I studied that issue of Canoe for
two months and narrowed it down to three boats, maybe. I
know all of you reading this are saying, "making the choice
should be simple now", having gone from 900 canoes to 3.
Perhaps, but what about Fric and Frac. Yes the
advertisements (cliches), media messages (hype), friends
opinions, suggestions and recommendations should make
the final decision easy (NOT?)

Don’t be fooled! Now is not the time to act on anyone’s
opinion, suggestion, or recommendation alone. You're
spending your hard earned bucks and you should MAKE
IT YOUR CHOICE and your’s only. The best advice I’ve
heard recently was given in a promotional video from a
Southeastern canoe manufacturer. His advice was get on a
river and paddle different boats. Paddle where youw'll be
paddling once you own the boat. Try the same maneuvers
under the same circumstances and put the boat through it’s
paces.

Speaking for most open boaters, we need stability, dryness,
comfort, response and tracking. The ads might say that a
certain boat is stable and dry, and that statement might or

might not be true. Compare that statement to EPA ratings on
gas mileage for a new car. Yes, under ideal conditions, with
professional drivers in controlled situations the listed gas
mileage to expect may be accurate. However, what will
happen when you’re behind the wheel, or more to the point,
when you’re doing the paddling on your less than perfect
crecks and rivers?

Just as youw’d test drive that car before buying it, test paddle
your selection of boats before you make that final purchase
decision. I can hear you readers saying, "oh sure you can test
drive a car, but most boat dealers don’t just provide one of
their new stock boats to test paddle." Alright, I admit you’ve
made a good point, although there are alternatives. A good
paddling club is a great place to start. There are always
different types of boats on a club trip and most fellow
pa:ddlers are happy to let you paddle their boat, since that
will allow them the opportunity to paddle yours. (Don’t ask
a solo boater to paddle with your tandem partner while you
try their boat.) Also, most boat dealers have rentals of the
boat line they carry or demonstrator models. If all of this
fails, contact the manufacturer and ask for help. They can
usually point you in the right direction.

Th_is process probably seem extensive, complex, time
consuming and costly. Remember though, you're probably
going to invest a minimum of $ 800.00 to $ 1,000.00 for a
fully rigged new whitewater canoe. Also, you’re probably
going to be living with your choice for three to five years,
unless you’re born with bucks. With these things in mind,
the process doesn’t seem so difficult at all,

- Fric and Frac’s conversation is an excellent way to pass
time riverside while waiting for shuttle. However, don’t
allow those conversations to become primary factors that
rule out a personal choice or affect your decision to make a
§peciﬁc purchase. Remember, in our paddling community
just like in life, each person is an individual, an entity to
onqself. Don’t attempt to paddle your favorite river full of
rapids in a boat you’re not comfortable with and confident
paddling.

DP've recently gone through this process and bought a new
canoe. I heard all the opinions, read all the advertisements,
paddled all the models I was considering, and then fmally, I
made it my choice. I've never been more satisfied with the
performance of the boat I bought. If we meet on the river
sometime, I'd be glad to tell you that you should buy a boat
just like mine, However, you know now to MAKE IT
YOUR CHOICE! |

"We are all climbers on o .
anyone slips, we all die." e rope. It

- Mikhail Gorbachev
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