‘ | CLASSIFIED ADS

TO SHARE - Secluded country
house, acreage, furnished or
unfurnished. Cherokee County at Ga.
Highway 20 & I-575 - exit 10. Easy
access to north Ga. rivers. Prefer
environmentally and health conscious
person. Very reasonable rent. Interlink
service provides local rates for Atlanta
area long distance phone calls.
404-479- 6209 - E. J.

FOR SALE - Whitesell Pirahna. Two
years old. Heavy lay-up. Nylon airbags
Perception sadddle, knee pads. Good
condition - stored indoors. $950. Call
Andy at 373-6683.

FOR SALE - Blue Hole Starburst
17 ft. tandem white water canoe. Ideal
camping canoe. Fine Condition. $850.
Robert Pasmanick 457-5045.

FOR SALE - Yellow Laser kayak -
$350. Lowe internal frame pack (used
four times) - $95. Woman’s small Dry

gaskets) - $75. Serious offers
considered. E. J. 404-479-6209.

FOR SALE - Perception dancer XT
kayak with air-bags, helmet, spray
skirt, and Perception paddle. Excellent
condition - Only used a few times.
Call Allen at 426-4318.

FOR SALE - Set of Yakima racks
$3700. Comes complete with 1982
Volvo. Volvo knows way to Section
IV and can get to 4- wheel drive put-in
for Upper Ocoee. 138,000 mostly
highway miles. Excellent maintenance.
All records. Also available, Mazda
626 hatchback with sunroof. 88,000
mi, $4750. Both cars suitable for
sleeping. Evi Hopkins 875-2574.

FOR SALE - 2 wetsuits: small - $35;
medium-$40. Also small wetsuit top
(long sleeves, zippered)-$20. Phoenix
Widfire fiberlastic kayak, excellent
condition, with bags & skirt - $300.

(day). Can meet in Atlanta.

TO TRADE - Fully outfitted
Perception Dancer XT kayak for
similarly outfitted solo canoe. Kayak
(red) is in near new condtion and
includes nylon air bags, top-of-the-line
spray skirt, and an excellent paddle.
Will consider outright sale if trade
cannot be found. Contact David Rush
404-892-0321 (office) 303-0607 (home).
If no answer, leave a message
describing canoe.

REPAIR WANTED - Badly ripped
Mad River Royalex canoe. I would be
gratefully willing to pay someone to get
it back in usable condition. Call Rob
White at 876-0054

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are
free to dues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: Allen Hedden,
2923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.
30066.

NO PHONED-IN OR

Fashion dry suit (new wrist and ankle  Kirk 404-354-1197 or 404-542-0279 HAND-WRITTEN ADS. ]
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The Upper Green

Hidden Gems of North Carolina

By Michael Bridges
Having lived half of my thirty-six
years in North Carolina, and with lots
of family and friends there, I sometimes
]g;lt a chance to paddle some of the lesser
own gems in the upper Piedmont
and mountain area of that beautiful
state.] think several of these streams
would be of interest to GCA’ers
perhaps looking for something
different after a Saturday on the Nanty.
Over the past couple of years, no
river in the Southeast has gained as
much notoriety as the Green River near
Saluda. That notoriety is well
deserved, as anyone who has seen the
Gorilla video can testify. The Narrows
section is certifiably insane white water,
for top level hair-boaters only! The
tragic accident on that section which
injured Slim Ray (co-author of "River
Safetls; and Rescue") once again points
out the risks involved in running class
5 water.

What is not generally known,
however, is that the upger section
above the Narrows provides four to
four-and-a-half miles of what I
consider one of the prettiest class 2-3
creek runs anywhere, with a couple of
solid 4’s spaced in to keep you on your
toes.

The put-in is easy access down a steep
bank across from the power house
control station. Afternﬁi)proximately
100 yards of shallow riffles, the river
bends left, and from there the 2-3 action
is pretty much non-stop for the first
one to one-and-a half miles. Then
comes the first class 4, a river wide ledge
that can only be run far left down a 10
to 12 foot slanting ledge into a good
hole. There’s a good recovery pool at
the bottom, and portage is easy if you
so desire.

Just below the pool is a large

muncher hole, dead center of the river.
This hole is a notorious boat flipper,
and at least one person I know of has
sustained a broken limb when he
attempted it. At normal levels, it is best
run just right of a large rock river
center. : .

After that, it’s back to 2-3 action for
the one to one- and-a-half miles till the
next 4. This is another ledge across the
whole river, run near the left bank. It’s
a double drop with the first ledge
about four feet and then a six or seven
foot drop. Portage here is much more
difficult, requiring a carry down some
rocks in the middle of the river.

Another mile of intermediate water .

leads to the take-out. This is where
things get real interesting. If you’re not
familiar with this niver (or with
someone who is), you’ll probably miss
the take-out and be into the Narrows,
and trouble. If you do know the
take-out point, you’re faced with a 1/3
to 1/2 mile uphill carry to the cars.
Some Eeople have brought 4WD’s
down the trail to the take-out, but my
North Carolina sources always park at

the “ﬁ;
spite the take-out situation, I
highly recommend the Upper Green for
its combination of good water, dam
release reliability, scenery and solitude.
In spite of recent publicity for the
narrows, traffic remains light on this
section. We’ve never seen more than
three or four other boats on the trips
Tve made.

If you need more information, call
me at 404-924-0006. Also, I’ve spoken
with my friends up there about
possibly organizing a trip for late
April or May. Let me know if you are
interested, or if you want to know more
about other hidden North Carolina

runs. I’ve got a million of ’em!

Michael has offered to write up more
of his favorite North Carolina gems if
there is any interest. I for one would
love to see it done. Give Michael a call
and let him know if you would like to
seemore of his articles! -editor. ]
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THE EDDYLINE is a publication of
the Georgia Canoeing Association,
Inc. Views and opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the
writer and do not necessarily represent
the official views and policies of the
club. Articles and trip reports are
edited only for grammar, punctuation,
spelling, vulgar or obscene language,
and to fit in allocated space. No
substantive changes are made in an]z:/
material published herein. TH
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to any other paddling organization.
(Credit is appreciated.) .




Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

For general information about the
club - Call the club telephone number
and leave a message. Someone will get
back to you. To volunteer to help
with club business - Call President
Jim Silavent at 587-1172, or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of
interest.For information on payment
of dues - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at
266-3734. To sign up for a club trip -
Call the trip coordinator at the number
listed on the trip calendar. To sign up
to lead a club trip -Call Cruisemaster
Karla Bowman at 923- 0954. For a
change of address or for Eddyline
subscription information - Call Ed
Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at
449-3835. If you didn’t receive your
Eddyline - Call Ed Schultz at 266- 3734
or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835. For
information on GCA clinics - Call
the clinic coordinator listed on the
clinic schedule, or call Canoe Training
Directors Barney and Sherry Spurr at
461-8760, or Kayak Training Director
John Bell at 499-2168. For roll
practice information - Call Roll

Deadlines

Deadline for the next Eddyline is the
fifth of the month. The editor must
receive all articles, trip reports and
classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in
the next issue. If you have access to a
computer, please submit articles or trip
reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 in. disk as
an ASCIH file labeled .TXT and
include a printed copy (Disks will be

returned if requested). Send all material -

to: Allen Hedden, 2923 Piedmont
Drive, Marietta, Ga. 30066.
Hand-written or phoned in material
CANNOT be accepted. Your
cooperation is deeply appreciated. []

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held
on the first Thursday of each month.
All interested members are encouraged
to attend. The meetings are at the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree  Street  accross from
Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30
P.M., but come a little early and
socialize. If you have an item for
discussion please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your
item to the agenda. Attending Board
meetings is a great way to become more
involved with the GCA. O

From the Board Room
Items of interest from the December
Board of Directors  meeting:

November membership was up 140
over November 1990. The club broke
the 1000 memberships mark for the first
time this year. Allen Hedden proposed
a GCA Photo Contest to genecrate
photographic material for our
publications, and to supplement the
entertainment program for the Spring
General Membership Meeting. Canoe
Training Director Barney Spurr
announced his intention to try to put
together an instructor certification
workshop in 1992. Roger Nott moved
that we look into the possibility of
rescheduling the Southeastern
Championship Races in May because
we may be in conflict with the U. S.
Team Trials in an Olympic year.
Social Director Sabina Schievelbein
announced plans for the Spring
General Membership Meeting.  She
also announced the date for the Spring
Extravaganza, April 25 & 26, to be
held at Blackburn Park again this year.
Environmental Chairperson Carol
Mercer presented information from
Bruce Hare on a landfill in Macon
County, N. C., which may be leaking
toxic waste into a tributary of the
Chattooga. Carol also mentioned that
work is continuing on the club’s
mechanized database. Barry Hahn
suggested we re-advertise the GCA
library in the Eddyline and promote its
use. A motion by Evelyn Hopkins was
approved for a club contribution to
the Georgia Conservancy for the

Practice Coordinator Allen Hedden at  Cruisemaster Karla Bowman suggested  protection of wetlands. O
426-4318. For information om  we get the list of area hospitals and

placing want ads in the Eddyline -  phone numbers laminated to hand out GCA Officers o

See "To place an ad" in the Want Ad  to trip coordinators. She also  President Jim Sllavt?nt
section of the Eddyline or call proposed initiating a trip coordinating  Vice President Evelyn Hopkins
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at contest to encourage people to  Secretary Bronwyn Fowlkes
426-4318. For information on  coordinate more trips. Details will be ~ Treasurer Ed Schultz
commercial ads - Call Advertising worked out for the January meeting.  Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538. For  She also plans to hold a Trp  Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden
water level information - See number  Coordinators Workshop this winter as ~ Membership Scott Wilhelm
listed for the individual rivers in the a refresher / update. Treasurer Ed  Kayak Trng John Bell
back of the GCA Directory. O Schultz reported that for the month of ~ Canoe Trng  Barney & SherrySpurr
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Science on the Move

New Element Discovered at Research

Laboratory

The heaviest element known to science was recently
discovered by physicists at a well known research lab. The
element, tentatively named Administratium, has no protons
or electrons and thus has an atomic number of zero.
However, it does have 1 neutron, 126 assistant neutrons, 75
vice neutrons, and 111 assistant vice neutrons, thus giving it
an atomic mass of 312. The 312 particles are held together in
a nucleus by a force that involves the continuous exchange of
meson-like particles called morons.

Since it has no electrons, Administratium is inert.
However, it can be chemically detected, as it impedes every
reaction it comes in contact with. According to the
discoverers, a minute amount of Administratium caused one
reaction to take over four days to complete when it would
normally have occurred in less than one second.

Administratium has a normal half life of approximately
three years, at which time it does not actually decay, but
instead undergoes a reorganization in which the assistant
neutron, vice neutrons, and assistant vice neutrons exchange
places. Some studies have shown that the atomic weight
actually increases after such a reorganization.

Research at other laboratories indicates that
Administratium occurs naturally in the atmosphere. It tends
to concentrate at certain points, such as government agencies,
large corporations, and universities, and can actually be
found in the newest, best maintained buildings.

Scientists point out that Administratium is known to be
toxic at any level of concentration and can easily destroy any
productive reactions where it is allowed to accumulate.
Attempts are being made to determine how Administratium
can be controlled to prevent irreversible damage, but results
to date arenot promising. |

Little River Protected

The Little River has been named Alabama’s first
Outstanding National Resource Water by the state’s
Environmental Management Commission. The river’s new
status means that no more discharge permits will be issued
and the one existing permit will be recalled. The Little River
contains the class III-IV Little River Canyon run, in

northeast Alabama. - From "Currents" - The Birmingham
Canoe Club Newsletter.

"Whether you believe you can or
believe you can’t, either way you’re
right" - Henry Ford -

Dues Are Due - Renew Today!!

UTFITTERS
TORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR WHITEWATER PADDLING

0
S

10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

CALLTOLL FREE

1800 367-3521

« FOR CRDERS
* QUTFITTING ADVICE
* RIVIR LEVELS

FAX 704 4882498
47 HWY 19 WEST, BRYSON CITY, NC 28713

NANTAHALA OUTDOEOR CENTER

What's new for 92 ?

A whole flock of newly designed canoes and kayaks.
And though many of them won't be ready untill next
year, some of them are already here. Like ...

the Perception Proline series of kayaks
or the Perception Revolution cataraft
or the Dagger Genesis big water canoe
or the Dagger Freefall steep-creek kayak
or the Enigma plastic squirt boat
Just to name a few.
So come on by and let us show you what's new in 92.

at Go With The Flow,

Atlanta’s [eader in canoes and kayaks. 992-3200

GO WITH THE FLOW. 4 Elizabeth Way,
Roswell, GA 30075. Complete watersports store;
Kayaks, canoes, plusa complete line of windsurfers
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approached them. Their safety talk had omitted one key
element of the classic swimming technique -- being aggressive!
I casually mentioned to them that there was a pretty bad
rapid coming up and that they might give some strong
consideration to getting out of the river. My point is that
while in the classic swimming posture, one should kick and
back-stroke, using a back-ferry technique, and work one’s
way to a safe haven along with one’s equipment. It is
surprising how often this key element is omitted when
explaining the classic swimming technique.

As mentioned earlier, this technique is highly situational.
There are several situations in which the classic swimming
technique is specifically NOT recommended. It is not
recommended for swimming such hazards as big vertical
drops, large holes, strainers, or ice shelves. For vertical
drops and large holes, the swimmer should ball up in a
protective posture. This will protect against impact injuries
or limb entrapments on vertical drops. It will help the
swimmer catch the bottom current in a big hydraulic and
wash on through. The proper technique for strainers and ice
shelves is to flip over on one’s belly and go into a crawl
stroke, using the hands and arms to go up and over the
hazard rather than be washed into or under it.

Another situational exception to the classic white water
swimming technique would be in fast, deep water with few
obstructions, especially if there is something really bad just
downstream that you don’t want to swim through. In that
situation, it is perfectly proper to go into the life-saving
stroke taught by the Red Cross, hanging on to your boat
and gear with the "life-saving" hand, or if necessary, just
letting your equipment go and sprint-stroking to shore.
Boats and gear can be replaced; your life can’t!

A recent article by Dudley Bass, a Nantahala Outdoor
Center employee, in River Runner magazine also addressed
the subject of aggressive swimming. He even went as far as to
speculate that a couple of recent river deaths may be directly
attributable to swimmers not adopting an aggressive
swimming technique.

The bottom line is that when your paddling skills fail you,
your self-rescue skills must take over. The first step in any
rescue, and self-rescue is no exception, is to ASSESS THE
SITUATION, Immediately you must address several
questions. Where are you on the river? What hazards are
immediately downstream? What are the characteristics of the
riverbed, i. e., is it shallow with lots of obstacles? Is it deep
and fast? Is it wide? Are you on a remote river or one with
easy road access? What kind of support do you have in your
group? Are there likely to be other groups along to lend
assistance or give you a lift if you lose your equipment? Are
you likely to need the additional floatation your boat
provides in the water you are swimming through (for
instance, in big waves and holes)? Do you in fact know what
is downstream, or are you on a totally unfamiliar run?

‘Where is the nearest safe haven? How cold is the water and
how long are you likely to be in it? The answers to these
questions will affect your decision on the type of self- rescue
you choose, and your decision must be quick and sound.
Your life may depend on it! O

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I always thought "keeper" meant one of them bad
hydraulics. So how come one of them big tree branches in
the river kept some of my gear when I run into it a while
back? I always thought they was called "strainers", not
"keepers". I sure had a time of it while I was gettin’ strained
through, but the real problem was gettin’ my boat out.
Keepin’ my gear was one thing, but keepin’ my boat was
takin’ matters a bit too far! I was wonderin’ if anybody else
had run up against a situation like that. I have a name for it,
but it ain’t suitable for a family newsletter!

Yer Buddy,
Redd Nekk
Redd:
Thanks for keeping it clean, Old Buddy! I think my good
friend Mark Levine ran into a similar situation on Big
Laurel Creek a while back. Why don’t you get him to share
the story with you sometime? -Editor []

Green Summer

An Incredible Rlver. .. The Narrows of
the Green. 300 cfs of water pumping
through a tight, undercut, tree-filled gorge
with a gradient that exceeds 500 feet per
mile in sections,

An Incredible Summer . . . Summer of
1991. Forrest Callaway, Bo Eakens, Doug
Wellman, and other expert kayakers tack-
ling the Dirty Dozen rapids. David Simpson
providing an awesome display of open boat
steep creekin'. And Corran Addison running

the Narrows without a paddle!

An Incredible Video. .. Green Summer.
20 minutes of extreme creek boating action
on the Narrows of the Green. All action, no

{ mentl

For a VHS copy, send $21.95* plus $3.00 ship-
ping and handling to:
‘Wayne Gentry
Rt. 2,252 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548
(404) 654-2725

*  GCA members' discount price: $20.00.
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talk ... . with great music to add to the excite-

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

January

1 Cartecay Chili Run Class 2-3 Intermediate
1 Nantahala Outdoor Center will sponsor a trip

2 Board of Directors meeting

Jay Sremanske
For Information Call
Atlanta Jewish CommunityCenter

4 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Michael Collier
(Freeze your buns resolution run)

4 Alcovy Class 2-3 Intermediate Jim Patsios
(Jim will run jump trips on the Alcovy any weekend day in January, depending on water levels)
5 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Adrian Freeman
(This will be his 39th birthday, so show up and help him rid himself of his youth)

6 Roll Practice Jesse Draper Boys’ Club Allen Hedden
11 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Dennis Crain

11 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Tim Kaylor

12 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Gerard Aberson
13 Roll Practice Jesse Draper Boys’ Club Allen Hedden
18 Lower Conasauga Class 2 Begin /Interm. Bob Yeager

18 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Louis Jacobs

19 Sweetwater Creck Class 3-4 Advanced Evelyn Hopkins
19 Tellico Class 2-3(4) Interm.(Adv.) Gwen Bergen
20 Roll Practice Jesse Draper Boys’ Club Allen Hedden
25 Upper Tallulah Class 2-3 Intermediate Roger Nott

25 -Chattooga III Class 2-4 Advanced Julia Crosby

25 Upper Hooch - Smith Island  Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Carol Mercer
25 Coosa Class 2-3 Intermediate Tim Kaylor
(This is near Montgomery. we will be spending the night 25th in Alabama)

26 Coosa Class 2-3 Intermediate David Bowman
26 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn

27 Roll Practice Jesse Draper Boy’s Club Allen Hedden
February

3 Roll Practice Jesse Draper Boys’ Club Allen Hedden

6 Board of Directors meeting

Atlanta Jewish Community Center

404-635-2726
704-488-2175

7:30 P. M.
404-967-2158

477-9747

995-9023

426-4318
633-6487
205-236-8067
262-7212
426-4318
404-234-4933
320-3454
875-2574
664-1657
426-4318
404-536-6923
995-9434
373-6683
205-236-8067

923-0954
2529538
426-4318

426-4318
7:30 P.M.

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at 923-0954. As usual,
we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip
schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your

favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!

CHATTOOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private
(USFS regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.

WINTER ROLL PRACTICE: Indoor roll practice this winter will start January 6 and run through
the last Monday in March at the Jesse Draper Boys’ and Girls’ Club in College Park. See insert in this
issue of the Eddyline for details. To volunteer to help with roll practice, call Allen Hedden at 426-4318.
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Conservation Corner

Newsflash:

Rottenwood Creek

Threatened by D. O. T.
By Carol Mercer

We kid you not! This major
tributary of the Chattahoochee River
and the Palisades section of the
Chattahoochee River  National
Recreation Area are threatened by
DOT (Cobb County Department of
Transportation).

There is 2 major road construction
project quietly in the works, the
Kennedy By-pass, at I-75/1-285/Akers
Mill Road. Cobb County DOT wants
to put an access road at Rottenwood
Creek. Presently, environmental
groups are trying to obtain
information on the project (a difficult
task as DOT does not want to release
data). Look for future articles. GCA
may need your help! .

Metro Chattahoochee

Workshop Held
By Carol Mercer

November 16, 1991 several GCA and
Georgia  Conservancy  members

attended a workshop sponsored by the
GCA and Georgia Conservancy
regarding the Metro Hooch. Speakers
included Mr. Roger Buerki, one of the
original activists in the 1970’s who
worked for Hooch protection; Mr. Sib
Smith,  Superintendent of the
Chattahoochee River  National
Recreation Area (CRNRA); Mr. Jim
Santo, Senior Planner for the Atlanta
Regional Commission (ARC); and
Ms. Elaine Nash, a soil and erosion
district supervisor for Rockdale
County. All of the speakers agreed that

the Hooch was in trouble and needed
volunteer help.

Below I have tried to summarize the
comments of Superintendent Smith
and Ms. Nash. By now we all know
about ARC and the Metropolitan
River Protection Act and Roger needs
to be met in person. I will try to meet
with Roger and get a history of the
Hooch sometime in the next few
months. For those of you who don’t
know, the GCA’s own Claude Terry
also worked with Roger and others
during the 1970’s to help protect the
Hooch.

Mr. Sib Smith took over as

superintendent of CRNRA in April
1990. One of Sib’s high priority items
is water quality and, as he states, "you
can’t survive without it". He would like
to see the river cleaned up (the visual
trash, pollution, and the chemical,
industrial, and single . family waste
pollution) and development of a water
management plan where citizens would
work with businesses, the ARC and the
CRNRA to monitor the 48 miles of
river in the metro area. For example,
since the river is a recreation area, it is
real helpful to the staff to know where,
when, and what pollutants are coming
into the river.

One problem is tributary pollution
from the metro area. For example,
CRNRA knows that large amounts of
pollutants come into the river from Big
Creck in Roswell. Roswell is now
aware of the problem and is taking
steps to correct it, but it will be 2 to 3
years before the pollution is stopped.
In Georgia there are few regulations
regarding water management and raw
sewage flows freely into the Hooch’s
tributaries and then into the Hooch
(Sib has a great talk and slide show).
Sib stated that the National Recreation

Area staff can’t monitor the whole area
by themselves, and they need help from
concerned citizens. As employees, they
can only say and do so much, but we as
citizens can speak out as freely as we
like.

Sib would like to see an Advisory
Board for the Chattahoochee River
National Recreation Area that would
meet with the county commissioners
and work to influence clean up of this
resource. The GCA would like to work
with Sib and his staff and help in any
way we can. Eventually we want to be
able to have a "to do" list from the
CRNRA where specific help is needed.
We need concerned, activist,
volunteers. Anyone interested????

Ms. Elaine Nash, a soil and erosion
District Supervisor of Rockdale
County calls herself an "elected
volunteer". Soil and Erosion districts
are nationwide and she is of the
opinion that conservation folk can
and should get themselves elected to
this type of post. The Soil and
Erosion Law, which sets minimum
regulations and standards, was passed
in 1975 but rules for "who does what"
were not passed until 1990. Therefore,
we know what was passed:
responsibility. It was always someone
else’s job.

Ms. Nash advised us to file written
complaints if, in our travels, we see
problems that appear to be a violation
of the law, or are just a question of "can
some one do thus and so to a stream or
river?" She also said DO NOT
ACCEPT THE ANSWER FROM
THE OFFICIALS THAT IT IS NOT
REGULATED AND THEY CAN
DO NOTHING. IF WE COMPLAIN
ENOUGH, IT WILL BE
REGULATED AND SOMETHING
WILL BE DONE. Also realize that a
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Velcro must be judged carefully to get the right amount of
pull, but the width of the Velcro and the stretchy quality of
the tabs allows a little margin for error. I am not sure
whether Velcro is the best attachment method. The Velcro
plush on the hull will wear out from sun and abrasion,
eventually losing its hold. And Velcro won’t glue well to
poly boats. An alternative would be an elastic loop like
those used for pony tails, snap-looped to the tab and held to
a low screw on the hull. Some plastic boats already have
screws in the right place. But a screw raised even a little from
the hull may prove to be a knuckle-buster.

I would love to market this idea and get mildly rich. The
tabs could be called something stupid like "Love Handles".
But I hear those product liability lawyers calling. "What' if
some Bozo leaves the tabs on while paddling, and can’t get
loose in a wet exit? What I do is pull the tabs loose once the
skirt is on, and then just lightly tack the bottom edge of the
tab Velcro to the upper edge of the Velcro on the hull. The

‘tabs readily tear loose when the skirt is pulled.

Commercial companies can’t depend on customers to do
the smart thing, so while I'm sure this idea has great merit,
don’t expect to see it on the market.  If you have trouble
visualizing what I have described, I would be glad to show
you the skirt and to offer advice on how to add a similar
systemto your kayak. O

A Short Course in Human Relations

The six most important words
"I admit I made a mistake."

The five most important words
"You did a goodjob."

The four most important words
"What is your opinion?"

The three most important words
"If you please."

The two most important words
"Thank you."

The most important word
"We."

The least important word
'II.“

Alternative Viewpoints

Different Strokes
By Allen Hedden

According to a paddling guru I know, there are only two
kinds of paddlers - those who are swimming, and those who
are going to. If you’ve been in any of my clinics, you’ve
probably heard that quote before, because I believe it to be
one of the fundamental truths of paddlesport. Since
swimming concerns all of us, and everyone seems to be on
their soapbox about it lately, I thought I would share some
of my thoughts on the matter.

We have all been taught the classic white water swimming
technique of floating on our backs with our feet downstream,
staying upstream of our boats, and hanging onto our boats
and equipment if practical. We should be aware of three
things concerning this technique. 1. There are good reasons
why it is recommended. 2. It is not meant to be a passive
technique. 3. It is highly situational.

Some of the reasons for using the technique are:
minimizing the risk of foot entrapment or head injury,
allowing you to fend off rocks and other obstacles with your
feet to avoid being beat up by the rocks as you wash through
them, and allowing you reasonable visibility to see
hazardous situations downstream. Of course, staying
upstream of your boat keeps you from being crushed by a
boat full of water. And the advantages of hanging on to
your boat and gear are obvious, especially in a wilderness
situation where it may be difficult or impossible to walk out,
or if there’s no one who can get downstream to pull them
over. In big water your boat, if properly outfitted with
floatation, will provide you with some added buoyancy, and
a boat is much easier for rescuers to see than a lone swimmer
in the water. '

This technique is not meant to be passive. Self-rescue is the
boater’s first line of defense, as well as each paddler’s
personal responsibility. Ropes and boat-based rescue are
only back-ups for good self-rescue techniques. Aggressive
swimming is one of these techniques.

I remember a situation I encountered on the Ocoee several
summers ago just above Tablesaw. A raft had evidently
flipped in Surprise while the guide was playing games with
the passengers, and while the guide had gotten the raft over to
the side and was righting it, all the passengers had done what
they had obviously been told to do in their safety talk at the
put-in and assumed the classic swimming posture. They were
passively floating along toward Tablesaw, oblivious of the
impending danger. The current was not very strong, and
they could easily have gotten over to the side by the time I
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MULBERRY FORK CANOE AND
KAYAK RACES
February 29, March 1, 1992
Garden City, Alabama
35 miles north of Birmingham
SATURDAY
DOWNRIVER:
Decked Boat Cruising and Championship
Open Boat Cruising and Championship
SLALOM:
Decked Boat Championship
Dixie Division Open Boat Championship
HOTDOG CONTEST
SUNDAY
SLALOM:
Decked Boat Cruising and Novice
Open Boat Novice
ACA SANCTIONED
Contact:
Birmingham Canoe Club
P. 0. Box 951
Birmingham, Alabama 35201
Karen Gowins - 205-326-4654 or 205-967-3970
Helen Sparks - 205-969-2847

Buyer Beware

Rack Accessory Problem
By Rbett Smith

On a recent paddling trip, I found myself with three other
fine boaters headed north on I-85. Talk, talk, laugh, yeah,
uh-huh... when all of a sudden THUHH... the securely
tightened Yakima Paddle Holders failed.

BUYER BEWARE. Four paddles had been secured. One
launched into the air, struck a car’s windshield, and fell to
the pavement where it was promptly run over by a pickup
truck. Other cars avoided the paddle and luckily no other
accident occurred.

The paddle was retrieved with two busted blades and a
seemingly sound shaft. The friction buckle was not broken.
Tt failed to work properly by apparently working itself loose.
Yakima and REI (where the racks were purchased) have been
notified. [Note: This is not the first case of this happening
that I have heard about. I was a passenger in a car on I-75
when the same thing happened. Tty a back-up system, like a
cord securing the paddles to therack. - Editor.] [

Doing the St re=t—=Xa

Struggling to Get Your Skirt On?
By Gary DeBacher

I have seen kayakers receiving help from small committees
to get sprayskirts on and secure. I'have no idea what they do
when no assistance is available. Sometimes the problem is a
small or cheap skirt, or one not designed for their boat. The
solution is to fork over 80 bucks for the right skirt.

The premium Harmony sprayskirts, for example, work
well on the Perception models for which they are designed. If
you have a kayak from a smaller company, you may not find
an off-the-shelf skirt to fit it. You can either make one froma
Wildwater Designs kit, or have a skirt custom made.

Some skirts are hard to get on because as you struggle with
one section, the skirt slips back off somewhere else because
both skirt and rim are rather slick. Rubber edged skirts like
Harmony are fairly sticky and will tend to stay in place better.
Bushsport and similar skirts, where heavy shock cord is
sewn to double sided neoprene, slip back off more easily.
Charlie Walbridge of Wildwater Designs suggests that you
sand the slippery edges of plastic rims and then paint on
contact cement to make them tacky.

I had a skirt problem after I laid up a custom keyhole
cockpit rim on my Noah kayak. NOC had a shock cord
skirt which stayed on great once in place, but getting it on
was such a struggle that I almost hated to use the boat. I was
literally tearing holes in the skirt in getting it on. There had
to be a better way.

There was. I added some neoprene and velcro tabs at the
sides of the skirt which are used to tack it down to the sides of
the hull while I work the front and back of the skirt over the
rim. These tabs also can be re-attached during a run so that I
can loosen just the front or the back of the skirt to get at
water bottles or other gear.  The neoprene tabs are roughly
3" by 5" and are glued to the skirt a little inboard from where
the skirt curves down over the cockpit rim. Mine are just aft
of the midpoint of the skirt.

The cement must be painted on several times and dried till
tacky before the tabs are pressed to the skirt. Then two strips
of 5/8" Velcro are glued to the tabs with neoprene cement,
aé’ain using several glue applications for security. I may add
stitching later.

Finally, a double row of Velcro is glued to the sides of the
boat using ordinary Weldwood contact cement. (The glass
should be sanded lightly first.) The placement of the tabs and
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complaint can be telephoned in, but
should be followed up in writing, and
that processing may take two to three
weeks. -

FORESTRY COMPLAINTS:
Consist of logging, clear cut
complaints and anything related to a
forest. Call Mr. Frank Green of
Macon, Georgia at 1-800-GA TREES.

AGRICULTURAL COMPLAINTS:
Complaints regarding dairy farm and
chicken farm run off, row crops, cattle
in the river and destroying the banks,
etc. Call Mr. Frank Lowery at 404-
542-3065 (Atlanta). He is with the State
of Georgia Water Conservation
Commission.

CONSTRUCTION: Call your local
government, ask for a written return
response, then follow with a letter.
Keep it on the local level and as a last
resort call EPD.

When the Department of
Transportation (DOT) is involved in
construction, be it state or county, the
local government is always aware of

where and when the DOT is operating. -

Call and ask to speak with the project
engineer. The State of Georgia is
required to re-grass or mulch to
prevent erosion. DOT has had a
number of recent law suits for not
enforcing the law and they have lost
many of them. (Hurrahl!)

Many thank-you’s to those GCA
members who donated a beautiful
Saturday morning to Metro Hooch
conservation. Let’s renew our efforts to
protect the Hooch and Georgia’s other
rivers. In the future we plan to work.
with Mr. Smith of CRNRA, start a
river monitor program and generally
try to make the state and county
officials accountable to the Ilaws
already on the "books". Come join the

team. 3

Trip Reports

Chattooga - Fall Creek
To Woodall Shoals
By Rhett Smith

The trip was scheduled for the
Amicalola. The water level was a boat
scraping .6 - .7 feet. The Chattooga
called with a mighty 1.9 feet. We dashed
to the Chattooga.

As kayakers seemingly group
inexplicably, I found myself with three
other fine boaters headed north on
I-85. Talk, talk, laugh, yeah, uh-huh...
when all of a sudden THUHH... the
securely tightened Yakima Paddle
Holders failed. BUYER BEWARE.
Four paddles had been secured. One
launched into the air, struck a car’s
windshield, and fell to the pavement
where it was promptly run over by a

. pickup truck. Other cars avoided the

paddle and luckily no other accident
occurred. The paddle was retrieved
with two busted blades and a seemingly
sound shaft. The friction buckle was
not broken. It failed to work properly
by apparently working itself loose.
Yakima and REI (where the racks were
purchased) have been notified.

Onward to a sunny, low 50,
December 7th beautiful day. We put in
at Fall Creck and played heavily to the
Bull, a few swims, a few portages and a
few most excellent runs. With the sun
dropping lower behind the trees and
cooler temperatures nipping our
fingers we ran 3 1/2 fairly quickly to
Woodall. We warmed up by carrying
our satisfied bodies and wet equipment
up, up, up to the parking lot. Dinner
in Clayton, a restful ride back to
Atlanta, and a note to myself not to
make plans the night of a Chattooga
trip.

It was fun, thanks. OC-1 folk - Barry

Hahn, Bill Reeves, and Louie
Reynolds. K-1 folk - David Newburn,
Pat Wolfer, David Holcomb, Sabina
Schielvelbein, and me, Rhett Smith. []

Cartecay River
By Barry Hahn

December 1, 1991: It was a warm day
to start December. We had overcast
skies, which did not dampen the spirits
of the eleven who came to enjoy a short
trip. We had the river all to ourselves.
The water was an adequate 1.7 feet. We
did see several ducks, and the homes
are more visible now that the trees have
lost their leaves.

Our group only traveled from Lower
Cartecay to Blackberry Mountain,
where we played and re-ran the drop.
So, it was an early trip home for
supper. The great folks on this trip
were: Noah Clayton, Debbie Deem,
Joanne Farrell, John Grubbs, Patrick
Gourley, Bill Kelly, Gary Latham,
David Newbern, Sabina Schievelbein,
Barry Smith and myself. Thanks to
Gary for being the lead. I had a good
view as sweep. Thanks to everyone for
making this another wonderful GCA
trip!

|
More Tr1
Reports P .E-
Dues Are Due!
Renew  Today!

Watch next month’s Eddyline
for an announcement about
the GCA trip coordinating
contest. Sign up to lead a trip
today and get a head start! The
contest will run through
September, and trip reports
must be filed to get credit.
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More Trip Reports
e ———————————

Annual Florida
Thanksgiving Weekend

By John & Tee Brower

Five rivers! No, we didn’t beat the
great rivers marathon record, because it
took us three days. Fifteen GCA
paddlers congregated on Thursday
night at Chassahowitzka River
Campground for a glorious weekend
of paddling and fellowship.

Finally on Friday morning we got
everyone standing in an upright
position and moved them toward the
vehicles. On Crystal River we joined
the multitudes of snorkelers and (ugh!)
power boaters floating in an area where
a herd (9 of omanatees was
congregating. After manatee watching
and a floating lunch, we paddled
down-river and into one of the canals.
Great blue herons, anhingers,
cormorants, and a variety of other
wading birds marked our passage with
a great squawking and wing-flapping,
or by sitting motionless with an air of
indifference. The paddle back to the
take-out against a strong wind and
current kept us from getting too laid
back.

Boats and gear loaded, we headed for
river #2, the Chassahowitzka, whose
put-in was was at our campground,
providing easy access for a second river
that day. We paddled most of the way
to the Gulf, turning back when the lush
green jungle gave way to the tidal
marsh, and darkness threatened to
descend upon us. Back at camp, we
prepared various gourmet meals at the
group pavilion.

Saturday we paddled a nine mile
section of the Florida Withlacoochee,
the northern one (there are two

Withlacoochees in Florida and on in
Georgia). That was river #3. Here we
found far fewer boats and far more
quiet. Narrow, winding stretches of
river intermingled with natural lakes.
This provided great bird territory, and
we saw several species of herons, egrets,
ibis, osprey, vultures, kingfishers, and
a pair of eagles whose soaring
acrobatics entertained us for a while.

‘When we returned to camp, some of
us went to the arts and crafts show in
Crystal River while others mellowed
out at camp. Beth and Roger Nott
stopped in for a visit with us on their
way home and talked some people into
another run on the Chassahowitzka
(reported to be the Seminole term for
"River of Many Syllables"). They
enjoyed exploring some of the springs
and side channels. More gourmet food
prepared by GCA super-chefs and a
walk under the stars ended another
wonderful day.

Sunday we broke camp and the
die-hard paddlers put in at Old Sugar
Mill and floated down a beautiful
canal to the Homosassa River (river
#4). We paddled up to the wildlife
refuge, stopping to float with manatees,
snorkelers, and power boats for a
while. A side trip up the Halls River
into an extensive and beautiful
meadow of marsh grass gave us river
#5 and a close encounter with a tree full
of brown pelicans. (One considered
eating Mark, but decided he would be
too much of a beak full) On the way
back to the take- out, we tied up our
"yachts" at the Marker 9 Restaurant

.and had a pleasant lunch, serenaded

by the owner’s exotic birds.

Besides the many birds, we also
enjoyed seeing the lavender climbing
aster that was in full bloom and created
lovely splashes of color where it draped

over the other vegetation. Another
treat was the bright yellow bur
marigolds that decorated floating mats
along the rivers’ courses.

Participating in this wonderful
weekend were: John and Tee Brower,
Mark and Susan Levine, Barney and
Sherry Spurr, Allen Hedden, Elaine
Jensen, Gwen Bergen, Radine
Robinson, Les Davenport, Ed and
Marcy Schultz, Drew Leviton, and
Yvonne Eppinga.

Everyone had a good time, ate too
much good food, and soaked up lots
of Florida sunshine.

Coordinated and orchestrated by

John & Tee Brower. O
Tallapoosa River
By Peggy Miller

On November 16, we met at
Horseshoe Bend Military Park in
middle Alabama to do nine miles on
the Tallapoosa River. Along for the
ride were Don Baily K-1, Havis
Johnson OC-1, Louise Schreiber
OC-1, Carol Fouts OC-1, and Peggy
Miller OC-1. *

The weather was beautiful - 85
degrees - and we got off to a late start
after trying to find an alternate take-out
in case it got dark before we got off the
river. The river was running low, as
water was not being released that day,
but was no problem until we got to
Griffin Shoals, where yours truly had
to walk her boat a couple of times.
There was one good class 2 chute where
one of our party took a dump, but not
to worry because it was so warm he
dried right off. Had heard that plenty
of deer had been sighted on the river
the weekend before, but nary a one was
to be seen.

An air boat was jetting around,
which made plenty of noise, but
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directed our way through the shoals.
The driver said there was a much better
flow in the river before it was dammed.
Had a nice lunch break where one of
the party was missing her dog, but was
informed that he was getting
counselling at the vet’s. Oh well,
Peaches, we’ll see you next time! Red’s
Catfish Barn, which was listed as a

good place to eat, had apparently

burned down. Anyway, it wasn’t
spotted as we headed home at dark.
Would like to do this again sometime
when there is more water going
through Griffin Shoals, maybe spring.
Submitted for Trip Coordinator
Havis Johnson. O

Have Water - Will Paddle

New Coosa River

(Alabama) Run!

By Tim Kylor & Ron Hardy
Alabama contingency of GCA

For the middle of November, the air
was crisp and refreshing. No, actually,
it was pretty warm. Against the
sun-filled, cobalt blue sky, we carried
our red OC-1 "river chariots" over the
sandstone and limestone and slid them
into the Coosa river just below the
Jordan Dam tailrace. Five miles of
white water runs from the dam to the
highway 14 bridge near Wetumpka.
The run, which would be really great
with only "one more foot of water" [a
repeated phrase throughout the trip],
is located about 15 ‘miles north of
Montgomery, and is mostly a class I -
II river with a ITT drop toward the end.

Although this dam has three
generators, the normal flow this time of
year ig half a generator. This creates an
approximate 2000 cfs flow rate. This
river is wide, reminiscent of the Broad

River in Georgia. Scenery on this run
is nothing short of beautiful, even this
time of year. We observed cypress and
other species of trees generously draped
with spanish moss. There were large
rock cliffs, and the blue herons and
osprey entertained us during the brief
respites of easy flowing water. There
are many play spots for front, rear,
side, and 360 surfing. Several sections
of rapids seemed to be there specifically
for practicing ferrying.

Other attractions on the river were
the Bell helicopter that buzzed us a
couple of times, a pair of F-16 fighter
jets framed against a setting sun and the
Huey helicopters. The best part of this
exploratory trip was the solitude it
provided. After we got away from the
dam and the fishermen there, we didn’t
encounter another human being till
close to the end of the run. We
encountered no other white water
boats.

The white water run isn’t very old. It
was created when the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC)
forced Alabama Power Company
(APC) to maintain a continuous flow
below Jordan Dam. Lonnie Carden,
owner of Southern Trails and a local
paddler, believes from April to mid
September, APC will provide
recreational releases up to three
generators, providing a maximum
12,000 cfs, which would dramatically
change the character of the river.

This river deserves the support of
GCA members and others who enjoy
paddling class I-II white water and
experiencing a new river. Although
this isn’t an adrenalin junkie / white
water jock river, unless you forget your
paddles during the shuttle, it does offer
white water enthusiasts an opportunity
to practice and build skills. Most

importantly this time of year, it offers
water deep enough to float a boat
instead of having to carry it. There’ll
be a GCA club trip upcoming on this
extremely enjoyable Alabama river.
Watch for it in the Trip List! [

GCA PHOTO CONTEST
Attention: Amateur Photographers.
The Georgia Canoeing Association
announces a photo contest open to all
club members and their families. All
entries will be displayed at the Spring
General Membership Meeting,
Winners will be announced at the
meeting. Rules: Judges and their
immediate families are not eligible to
compete. Entries will be in one of three
categories: Action - any aspect of
paddle-sport. Environmental/Scenic -
must be a river, lake, ocean, or other
body of water involved. Humor - any
paddling or paddling-related activity.
Each individual is limited to two
entries in each category. Entries must
be original prints, but may be color or
black and white. Prints should be at
least 4x6 and no larger than 11x14 in
size. Each photo must bear, on the
back, the photographer’s name,
address, phone number, and entry
category. Include a self addressed,
stamped envelope of the proper size if
you want your entries returned. By
submitting a photo, the entrant gives
permission for the photo to be
published in the Eddyline or the GCA
Directory unless she/he states otherwise
on the back of the photo. Deadline:
All entries must be received by
February 29, 1991. Send Entries to:
GCA Photo Contest, C/O Allen
Hedden, 2923 Piedmont Drive
Marietta, Georgia 30066. PRIZES
WILL BE AWARDED TO ALL
WINNERS AND FINALISTS!
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