More on Conservation;

Let’s Monitor a River
By Carol Mercer

Six GCA members recently took a
water quality monitoring workshop
sponsored by the Georgia
Conservancy. We would like to adopt
and monitor a river but we need help.
We need more volunteers and a river to
monitor. If you would like to join the
team and help monitor a river call us.

We also need suggestions of a river to
monitor, Some ideas have been the
Cartecay, Chestatee, Etowah, Upper
Hooch, or Broad Rivers. We need
specific points to monitor where: access
is at public places (trails, bridges, etc.),
the river is 3 inches to 12 inches deep at
the monitor point(s), there is a section
of the river where there are many small
stretches of riffles where we can walk
into the river (not to be confused with
Class I rapids), and a location where
the whole process from driving to bug
counting can be done in a six or seven
hour day.

Commitment would be one Saturday
or Sunday every two months. Call
Sabina Schielvelbein at 925-9437 or
Carol Mercer at 373- 6683 before 9 pm
for more information. O

Articles Needed

The Eddyline needs writers and
ideas for articles. Just come up with an
idea for an article and our staff of
writers will expand it into a full blown
article. Of course, if you are even
slightly talented, you can write it
yourself a lot better than we can.

We need articles on river rights,
conservation, river information, safety,
technique, and even fiction. Send
material to Allen Hedden, 2923
Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga. 30066 [ ]

Chestatee

Trip Reports

Resident
Welcomes GCA

By Ben Fouts

October 13, 1991.

Our group of twelve met at the
intersection of Highways 400 and 60 at
ten o’clock on this beautiful, warm fall
day. The weather was perfect for
viewing the fall colors along the
highway and the river. After an
organizational meeting, we left a vehicle
at the Highway 52 take-out and drove
on to the put-in at the Copper Mine.
Some people elected to run Copper
Mine rapid, while others put in below.
The water level was low, making the
run through Copper Mine a little inore
technical. The low water level did not
present any problems on the trip,
though a few places were scrapey.

The Middle Chestatee is a beautiful
river with a few nice homes along the
way. We were seeing the usual "No
Trespassing" or "Keep Out" signs.
Then, by a beautiful home, we came
upon a newly-made sign that said,
"Welcome, GCA". None of our group
seemed to know anything about the
sign, and we were wondering who
would be so nice. Shortly a Mr. Orr
came out to the river to greet us. After
talking to him, we learned he was a
GCA member. Mr. Orr’s gesture made
an already good trip even better!

‘We had a minimum of problems and
a group that was cooperative and
willing to work together as a team.
Thanks to Barry Hahn for running
sweep. Other participants were Dan
and Elise MaclIntyre, Barry Smith,
Ross and Kathy Kommer, Nadine,
Eric and Neil Sigler, Frank Ciccone,
Debbie Deem, and me, Ben Fouts, the
Trip Coordinator. |

Etowah Excitement
By Dick Hurd

Saturday, October 12, 1991. We
picked a great day to run the section
from Highway 9 to Castleberry Bridge:
perfect temperature, not a cloud in the
sky, water as clear as it ever gets (a little
more of it would have been welcome).
Our group of 15 persons in 11 boats
included many paddling this river for
the first time,

We had a special treat at the lunch

break at the falls:
Roger Nott and company were taking
some boy scouts down the river in a
separate trip, so we were able to witness
the spectacle of four canoes running the
falls, with not a single spill. Our group
was content to watch that feat, but did
generate a little excitement when two
kayakers flipped in the hole below the
lower ledge, resulting in educational
swims.

To end a perfect day, we got to hear
the beginning of the Braves game in
their romp over  Pittsburgh.
Participants were Debbie Deem, Tom
Martin, James, Jason, and LeAnn
McCay, Louie and Beverly Reynolds,
Mike Ivy, Marci Goodman, David
Leigh, Dan and Lisa Roper, Ed
Turner and Edna Knight. There were
three no-shows or our group would

have been even larger. M|
Toccoa Challenges
Canoe Campers

By Margo Booth

September 21, 1991.

Our group celebrated the first day of
fall with a trip on the Upper Toccoa,
from Deep Hole to Dial. The air was
crisp, and skies and water, clear. It was
a gorgeous day to be on one of the
prettiest rivers I know. The water was
low, but not too much of a problem;
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there were still plenty of fun surfing
spots.

Participants included Anne Daniel
and Tom Waguespack, K- 1; Christine,
Teresa and Michelle Pieper, OC-3;
John and Joshuah Siewiki, OC-2; and
Ed Ayers, Karen Smith, Louis
Reynolds, Chuck Koukol, Doug
Massey, Jim Christmas, Dale Grice,
and me, Margo Booth, all paddling
OC-1’s.

We had put in alongside two OC-2’s
-- campers hauling overnight gear. Not
far downstream, their life jackets neatly
stowed, they asked for information
about a place to camp and expressed
their disappointment at the lack of
exciting water. It was then that one of
our group recognized them from a Red
Cross training film he once saw. Later,
down by the swinging bridge, when
they did run into more interesting
water, they found themselves in
considerable trouble with two boats
full of wet camping gear. I assume they
survived the trip -- I never read about
them in the newspaper.

Thanks, GCA for being there for
those of us who have taken the
opportunity to learn a wiser, safer way
to paddle! ]

GCA at NOC During
GAW
By Haynes Johnson

Nantahala River, Saturday, October
26,1991. Next year I’ll remember that
the Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC)
has its annual Guest Appreciation
Weekend (GAW) festivities on the last
weekend in October.  That way
someone else can share the joy of being
a GCA TC at NOC during GAW. I
really dislike acronyms, partly because
I work for a Federal agency which
thrives on them, and partly because

T’'ve got a terrible memory and can’t
remember what the letters stand for
twenty minutes after I've read them.
These abbreviations seem to be
slipping into normal river chat more
and more. Anyway, back to the trip.
As a favor to ourselves and NOC, we
did not compete for parking with the
people visiting NOC for the annual
used equipment sale, raptor show,
clothes sales, slide shows, music, etc.
Several stalwart members of the trip
said they had shuttles arranged and I
assured everyone else that it would not
be difficult to catch a ride back to the
put-in (PI?),

Members participating in this trip
included Barbara Barylska, Madame
Past President (MPP) Gwen Bergen,
Barry Hahn, Tim Kaylor and Terry
Pierce in OCl’s; Danny and Brenda
Hanie in OC2; John Simon in K1; and
Gina and me in our faithful prototype
cataraft (CR2?). Tim was our
designated lead probe for the trip and
Barry held down the sweep position
for most of the trip. There really was
not much structure to the trip but those
who could seemed to enjoy the
gorgeous warm weather and be able to
make the most out of a low weekend
release. There were some moderately
long faces on the trip but no talk of
mutiny.

The trip through the Falls went very
well for everyone, no spills but lots of
thrills, Danny and Brenda Hanie gave
the spectators on the rocks a lesson on
how to improvise (and not give up) to
get yourself out of a tight situation. As
some Sage of the River once said, "It
ain’t over till it’s over." ]

Flowers never emit so sweet and strong
a fragrence as before a storm. [Richter]

Upper Chattahoochee
By Barry Hahn
November 2, 1991,

It was the first cool paddling day this
season for me. The low was near
freezing, but it was to warm to the
upper fifties during the day. It was a
delightful day on this nearby beautiful
river, and seven wonderful GCA
friends came for another fun day with
the river at about 1.9°,

These swell folks were: Gwen Bergen,
Debbie Deem, Susan Gill, Pat Gourley,
John Grubbs, Pat and Joyce Hagan,
and myself. Thanks to our
past-president, Gwen for providing
sweep. Thanks to Anne Gale and the
Wildwood Outpost for running
shuttle (closed until spring).

Lots of logs had accumulated on the
rocks at third- ledge, so, we ate our
lunches on the beach just below the
drop. We swapped Halloween stories
and noticed some still had treats in
their lunches. It was good to see Pat
Hagan back on the water after back
surgery about six weeks ago. I had a
nice day and would like to paddle with

this group again., O
New Year’s Day Bash
Cartecay Chili Run
Returns

Mountaintown Outdoor Expeditions
and Jay Srymanske join with the GCA
once again in bringing you the New
Year’s Day heartburn special, the
Cartecay Chili Run. Join Jay and one
or two hundred of his close friends and
good customers for a great celebration
of the New Year.

This year’s event begins with the BIG
river run starting around 10:00 a.m. If
you want to enter the Chili Cook-off,
you should plan on getting there a little
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earlier, though. The judging by a
panel of seven or so chili experts will
take place during the river run, and
winners will be announced at the
covered dish dinner after the trip.

There will be t-shirts, paddling fun
(shuttle by M. O. E.), lots of excellent
chili and other food, and plenty of
opportunity to socialize with all your
paddling friends. So bring a pot of
your best chili and / or another
appropriate dish, your boat, paddling
gear, friends, and a good appetite, to
M. O. E.’s place at the Cartecay for the
big New Year’s Bash. Call Jay at
404-635-2726 for further information.
Jay has put in a special request for
good water levels that day! See you
there!!! |

GCA Day of Rivers

Crazed Paddlers Tackle
Four Rivers in a Day
By Drew Leviton
Last year, during the middle of the
summer when there was a lot of light
late into the day, I paddled three rivers
in one day, accomplishing all the
logistics myself and barely finishing
Section Four of the Chattooga with
any semblance of light. This year, after
having taunted my paddling buddies
with the prospect of pulling off a
fourth river, the intrigue level was
raised, and I managed at long last and
late in the season to organize a crew of
hale and hardy folk to push to new
levels of masochism the number of
rivers that could be run in one day.
Various scheduling difficulties
caused us to delay the trip until of all
times, Labor Day Saturday. We
worried that the traffic on both road
and river would hold us back. We
worried that car trouble could mean

= i

The Crazed Crew: From left to right, Drew Leviton, Mark Levine, Stewart Stokes,
Allen Hedden, and Rhett Smith, at the Nantahala. [Photo by Haynes Johnson]

not fulfilling our goal. Our, worries,
however, were misplaced. We should
have worried about the river levels.
Our group, which consisted of Mark
Levine and Allen Hedden in C-1’,
Rhett Smith in K-1, and Stewart Stokes
and myself in OC-1’s, met late Friday
night near the takeout for Section
Four. After a brief policy and strategy
session, we set our watches for five
a.m., and tried to go to sleep. Visions
of things other than sugar plums
danced in our heads.

Our alarms seemed to go off very
early the next morning, and as we
stumbled around in the pre-dawn
darkness, we knew that very few people
were foolish enough (hubris, the sin of
pride, comes to mind) to try putting on
Section Four with little light, dense
morning fog and a total lack of caffeine
in our veins.

Nevertheless, we were determined to
proceed, so we eased our two vehicles

. e oy

down to the takeout, where my van
promptly got a flat tire. This was the
vehicle we had chosen to carry all the
boats to the put-in. Ah, the day’s first
little adventure! We changed the tire in
the dark in record time, and we all were
amazed that a wimpy temporary spare
could carry the weight of five people,
five boats, a trailer and all the gear.
With the delay, we made it to the
Section Four put-in just after first
light, and after checking the gauge and
marvelling at the reading of a solid
2.04, we were on our way to Surfing
Rapid by 7:15 a.m.

All went well for a time. The river
was big and pushy, and very wet in my
old HD-1. We cheated Woodall and
Seven Foot without incident. The
night before, we had decided, in the
interest of safety and speed, to carry or
cheat any rapid that looked dangerous
enough to require a rope being set.
Allen and I both wish we had carried
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in the floodway. This floodway is
usually contained within the 150 foot
buffer. No structures or land uses that
impede the natural flow of flood waters
are permitted in the flood plain. Any
cut and fill must be balanced, with no
net increase in the surrounding natural
flood elevations.

This Act and Plan affect how the
River Corridor property is ultimately
developed and utilized. Mr. Santo
stressed that the goal of the ARC is not
to stop development, but to manage it
and preserve the river and protect the
water supply.

The following are comments from the
writer, not ARC or technical published
information on the Act.

In theory, the Act is wonderful; to
protect water quality, to control
erosion, to control the intensity of
development etc. As most of you who
paddle the Metro Hooch know, the
river is in trouble, from development
and clear cutting to floating feces in the
water.

One problem with the Act is that the
Atlanta Regional Commission has no
enforcement power. The ARCis only a
planning agency and can’t bring any
action against violators of the Act or
make a violator cease his/her activities,
be it pollution, development, clear
cutting etc. ARC can only notify local
governments and the state EPD of
specific violations and request action.
Another problem is ‘that all
enforcement is left to the individual
counties or cities in the area, This law
has not been a high priority on the
local list of laws to enforce. This may
due to lack of local qualified personnel
and also due to the attitude of the local
government (don’t tell us what to do
with our local river). In many instances
the law has not been enforced at all or

enforcement is only given "lip service".
It is also difficult to tell the local land
owner that the cute deck or gazebo on
the water’s edge is illegal and
contributes to the pollution of the river
(both visual as well as being an
impervious surface, which adds runoff
faster to the river than would grass or
trees). The media is usually very
sympathetic to a local landowner.

For what ever reason, the Hooch still
needs our help. Many of us paddle the
Hooch from Morgan Falls down to
Highway 41. Please watch for signs of
problems when you paddle the river:
erosion that is growing worse or not
contained, new building in the
corridor at or very close to the river
bank (but be aware that many older
buildings predate the Act), discharge
pipes in the river (they must be
permitted), foul smelling odors, grease
or oil slicks. These can and should be
reported to local governments, the state
EPD or the ARC. Please note the time,
date, weather conditions, and specific
location (or close roads, trails etc). I
can help supply a list of who to contact
if you think there may be a problem. ["]

Critical Wetlands Alert

Letter Writing Needed
By Carol Mercer
President Bush has proposed a new
policy that would significantly weaken
wetlands protection in the USA. This
policy could remove up to half of the
nation’s 100 million acres of wetlands
from Federal Protection, with an
obvious significant impact on
Georgia’s 5.2 million acres of wetlands.
‘Why should I be concerned and write
letters? "It doesn’t affect me," you say.
Think again. We paddle the streams,
hike and camp by them, use the water

for drinking and daily living.

According to conservative estimates
from the Georgia Conservancy, much
of the flood plain, the bottom lands
and hardwood swamps in the river
corridors of the Piedmont Area
WOULD NO LONGER BE
PROTECTED. These are areas that
are temporarily flooded for parts of a
year or month. The water ebbs and
flows, creating a small ecosystem.
Specifically, along the Flint River, if
these wetlands are removed, significant
sections of the river corridor would
lose protection and be open to
development be it single family or
industrial. There are no state or federal
laws which adequately protect these
areas. The Mountain & Rivers
Protection Act only covers rivers of 400
CFS (large rivers) and then 100 feet
from the bank. All the smaller
tributaries that flow into the
Chattahoochee, Flint, Chestatee etc.
would be dropped from protection.
This would severely degrade both our
smaller and larger rivers. Rivers that
we paddle, our kids paddle, and that
we would like to keep for future
generations.

The deadline for review of this issue
has been extended to 12/14/91. Please
write and ask that the new wetlands
manual be evaluated from a scientific
point of view and removed from the
political area. State that the wetland
areas should not be decreased, but
increased, to protect our river systems.

Write to: Mr. Gregory Peck, Chief of
Wetlands and Aquatic Resources
Regulatory Branch, Mail Code
(A-104F), USs. Environmental
Protection Agency, 401 M Street SE,
Washington DC 20460. Call me, Carol
Mercer, at 373-6683 if you have any
questions. |
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Conservation Corner

MRPA Inadequate

More Metro Hooch
Protection Needed

By Carol Mercer

The last few months many people
have asked, "I thought the Metro
Hooch was protected by that act passed
in the 1970°s. Why are there
problems?" The purpose of this article
is to address this issue. That act,the
Metropolitan Rivers Protection Act
(MRPA) is fairly specific and complex,
so excuse the technical nature of this
article.

In 1973, concern over protection of
the Chattahoochee River resulted in the
passage of the MRPA by the Georgia
General Assembly. This Act is a state
law which provides for the protection
of water supply rivers in regions -of
more than 1,000,000 people. The law,
as applied to the Atlanta Region,
establishes a river protection corridor
within 2,000 feet of the Chattahoochee
River bank and its impoundments
from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek, a
distance of 48 miles. The stream bed
and any islands in the water course are
also included.

The purposes of the law are: to
protect the water quality of the river
and public water supplies of the area;
to protect recreation values and private
property rights; to prevent activities
which contribute to floods and flood
damage; to control erosion, siltation
and the intensity of development; to
provide for the location and design of
land wuses; and to provide for
comprehensive planning for the stream
corridor.

The Act required the Atlanta
Regional Commission (ARC), as the

regional planning agency, to adopt a
plan that would protect the land and
water resources of the Chattahoochee
River Corridor, as well as procedures
to implement the plan and the Act.
ARC is a planning agency and does
not have enforcement power.

Under terms of the Act, it is illegal for
any person to engage in any land
disturbing activity within the Corridor
which is not in compliance with or has
not been certified under the
Chattahoochee Corridor Plan.

The Act gave the local governments
in the Chattahoochee Corridor the
responsibility to implement the Plan by
reviewing and permitting development
projects within the Corridor, to
monitor land disturbing activities in
the Corridor and to enforce restrictions
in accordance with the Act and the
Chattahoochee Corridor Plan.
(Source: ARC) ‘

The following information was
obtained from the Metropolitan River
Protection Act Review (ARC) and
discussions with Mr. James Santo,
Senior Environmental Planner for
ARC.

In its development review process,
ARC doesn’t consider the current
zoning of the property, but that the
development plan must meet certain
standards. There is always a certain
amount of the land that must remain
undisturbed and undeveloped in the
River Corridor. The issue is how
much of the area can be disturbed and
paved or developed with impervious
surfaces which will not allow water to
penetrate; the less clearing and paving
the better.

The River Corridor extends 2,000 feet
from the bank of the river (not the
mid-line) or the end of the flood plain,
which ever is further. ARC has six

categories of Vulnerability Ratings, A -
F. Category A is the least vulnerable
and Category F is the most vulnerable.
All flood plain is considered Category
E. The vulnerability categories are
based on such items as topography
(steep and heavily wooded slopes allow
water to flow into rivers faster than
level pasture land land) and ground
cover. Based on the category .is how
much land disturbance or clearing and
maximum impervious surfaces are
allowed on the property (impervious
surface includes pavement, gravel
driveways, parking decks, buildings,
walkways, decks and patios, swimming
pools and other structural surfaces).
Land disturbance or clearing means
anything that moves or removes the
natural vegetation and affects water
runoff into the river (scraping,
plowing, grading, excavating, filling

etc.). If, for example, there are open.

areas of pasture/grass which are not
graded, the pasture or grass can be
replaced with regular grass, provided
there is no significant regrading of the
site. The site can be smoothed but not
regraded.

To make matters more complex, there
are three sets of standards that govern
how the land can be utilized -
Vulnerability (already  discussed),
Buffers and Flood Plain.

Buffers: There is a 50 foot buffer
required that starts at the bank of the
river, and extends inward. No clearing
or disturbance can take place within
this buffer. The only items allowed are
footpaths, utility lines, and public
access (boat ramps). In addition to the
50 foot buffer, there is an additional
100 foot buffer in which clearing is
allowed but no impervious surfaces or
building is allowed.

Flood Plain: No building is allowed
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Raven Chute. Mark ran first down the
far left side and had no problem. Allen
followed and got swept too far left and
up against an undercut, where he was
instantly and forcefully vertically
pinned. The impact sounded like a
muffled gunshot. Just as quickly, his
boat became dislodged, and as he
re-entered the current, he was
essentially ripped from his boat.
Stewart, who was running right behind
Allen, went after him, and he and
Mark effected a rescue to river left after
Allen took an ugly swim.

I followed on Stewart’s tail while
Rhett, who was running sweep, waited
in the eddy above. I managed to fill up
with water, got off my line, and ended
up in the sizeable hole at the bottom of
the rapid, where my boat was
unceremoniously flipped. As I set up
to roll, I had the sinking felling
(literally) that something was wrong.
As I pulled myself out of the water
below the rapid, with my boat some feet
behind me, we all turned our attention
to Allen, who was alright after we got
the extra ten inches of rocker out of his
boat.

I was to find out that the D-rings
which held my thigh straps in place
had been ripped right out of the boat
as I had set up to roll. This could be
easily repaired, and we continued with
the business at hand.

Now we were all awake, and we set a
fast pace to Five Falls, where we ran
Entrance Rapid, and carried
everything else. As we passed the
fishermen on Lake Tugaloo, they
stared at us as if they suspected our
idiocy. We took out at 9:45 a.m.

The rest of the trip went like
clockwork. We ripped into Clayton
and got the tire repaired while we ate a
quick breakfast. We blew into

Franklin and headed over to the
Nantahala, where our fears of crowds
were confirmed. It was wall to wall
rafts, but we simply did a river’s length
slalom course with rafts as poles.

It was mid-afternoon by the time we
got to the Ocoee. It was running an
authoritative 1650 cfs. We set shuttle
and jumped on. By the time we were
halfway down, I was beginning to feel a
nagging sense of fatigue in my upper
body from having pushed a slalom
canoe at near race pace down over
twenty miles of whitewater. I wondered
how the others felt. Judging from the
expressions on their faces, Mark,
Allen, Rhett and Stewart were having a
fine time. I wondered if it was the Ocoee
that caused their perceived joy or the
fact that soon this trip would be
brought to a merciful close. Finally I
got a second wind of sorts, and we
pulled off the Ocoee with about an
hour and a half of light left.

We quickly decided as a group that
we had not come so far and so long to
give up our goal now. We needed a
fourth river, preferably one that was
close by, short, and easy. The Tellico
was out of the question. So were the
Conasauga and the Chestatee.
Likewise, the Amicalola. We decided
on the mighty Cartecay for logistical
reasons. So we shot back through
Copperhill and Blue Ridge and swept
down onto Ellijay like men with a
mission. We were on and off the
Cartecay before I knew what had hit
me. I simply remember beautiful early
evening light and overhanging
branches on a tiny, quiet river. A
perfect way to end a hard day. We took
off in twilight and headed back to
Ellijay, where we proceeded to stuff
ourselves with as many calories as we
could hold.

As we went our different ways after
dinner, I threatened to go back to
Atlanta and jump on the Metro Hooch
to increase the day’s tally to five rivers.
Levine made some unrepeatable
comments regarding my ancestry, but I
persisted in my jest. I commented
about how much moonlight there was,
and that I still technically had a few
hours left in which I could accomplish
it. They all saw through my bluff, and
we left it that night that we would have
to plan a fifth river into next years trip,
to take place around the time of the
Summer Solstice. Yeah, sure! That’s it!
That’s the ticket! And have you met my
wife, Morgan Fairchild-whom I’ve
seen naked?! [:I

More Classified Ads:
FOR SALE - 2 pair Yakima gutter
mount canoe racks. $35. 2 pair Quick
and Easy gutter mount canoe racks.
$25. Pat Keller, 475-4283. 16160
Freemanville Rd., Alpharetta, Ga.
30201.

FOR SALE - Set of Yakima racks
$3700. Comes complete with 1982
Volvo. Volvo knows way to Section
IV and can get to 4- wheel drive put-in
for Upper Ocoee. 138,000 mostly
highway miles. Excellent maintenance.
All records. Also available, Mazda
626 hatchback with sunroof., 88,000
mi. $4750. Both cars suitable for
sleeping. Evi Hopkins 875-2574.

TO PLACE AN AD - Want ads are
free to dues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: Allen Hedden,
2923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.

30066. NO PHONEDIN OR
HAND-WRITTEN ADS. ]
More Classified

Ads on Page 12 IE-
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Alternative Viewpoints

Different Strokes
By Allen Hedden

‘We all paddle for a lot of different reasons. We do it to stay
in shape, to challenge ourselves, to cleanse our minds of the
cares of a work-a-day life, to get closer to nature, to have a
"wilderness experience", to see the wildlife, to share
adventures, to socialize, to have fun, to enjoy the solitude.....

Wait a minute! What do you mean, enjoy the solitude?
You’re not supposed to paddle alone! What if something
bad happens? What if you get hurt? What if you get sick, or
have a heart attack, or get bitten by a snake, or attacked by a
bear? What if your boat gets disabled, or pinned, or lost?

All the safety codes, all the literature, and all the instructors
drum into our heads that we should never go paddling
alone. We should have a three boat minimum, and should
have at least three people on a trip. One of the primary
concerns of all paddling organizations is safety. And truly,
safety should be a big concern in all wilderness activities.

Enjoying solitude in the wilderness is a matter of risk vs.
reward. This is true whether you are canoeing or hiking.
The risks are high, and the consequences dire. But the
physical, mental, and spiritual rewards derived from a
wilderness journey are worth all the tisks. One of the biggest
joys I got from canoeing as a boy was that of solitude. I
didn’t know enough to be afraid, nor did I know enough to
be careful. I got lucky and survived to adulthood, learned
the rules, and I try to live by them... usually. But
occasionally I still have to get my dose of solitude, and the
way I enjoy it most is in a canoe.

Just as the concentration required to negotiate difficult
rapids gives your head relief from the cares and worries of
life, the solitude of the wilderness river gives you time alone
with your thoughts and helps to put your problems in a sort
of cosmic perspective. Yes, the risks are worth the reward.

However, these risks must be managed and minimized. I
always pay a great deal of attention to safety when I paddle,
and when I paddle alone, I take it to extremes. I paddle water
that is far below my ability level, and I always keep in mind
that I am alone should anything happen. It is a scarey,
sobering, but totally joyous experience that transcends the
everyday group river trip.

According to my paddling hero, Bill Mason, the idea of
"wilderness" belongs to the white man, who saw the land as a
dangerous place, one that had to be battled. To the native
people, it was home, not a hostile environment that had to be
tamed. Why has "civilized" life gotten so confused that we
have lost sight of this feeling toward nature? D

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER

UTFITTERS
TORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR WHITEWATER PADDLING

0
)

10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

CALLTOLL FREE

1 800 367-3521

* FOR ORDERS
* QUTFITTING ADVICE
© RIVER LEVELS

FAX 704 486-2498
47 HWY 19 WEST, BRYSON CITY, NC 28713

What's new for 92 ?

A whole flock of newly designed canoes and kayaks.
And though many of them won't be ready untill next
year, some of them are already here. Like ...

the Perception Proline series of kayaks
or the Perception Revolution cataraft
or the Dagger Genesis big water canoe
or the Dagger Freefall steep-creek kayak
or the Enigma plastic squirt boat
Just to name a few.
So come on by and let us show you what's new in 92.

at Go With The Flow,

Atlanta's leader in canoes and kayaks. 992-3200

GO WITH THE FLOW. 4 Elizabeth Way,
Roswell, GA 30075. Complete watersports store;
Kavaks, canoes, plusacomplete line of windsurfers
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DECEMBER ACTIVITIES

< 29
December
5 Board of Directors Meeting Atlanta Jewish Community Center
7 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jeff Engel
7 Arkaqua Trail Hike Havis Johnson or
Peggy Miller
7 Lower Amicalola Class 3-4 Advanced Rhett Smith
7 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Jerry Peterman
8 Chattooga III Class 3-4 Advanced Jim Jones
8 Coordinator’s Choice Class 3-4 Advanced Greg Grant
14 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dirk Bertrand
14 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Hank Baudet
14 White Side Mountain Hike Jon David Forrester
(Waterfalls, most exposed granite face on East Coast)
15 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate - Tony Able
21 Broad Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Jeff Engel
21 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn
22 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Beth & David Wilson
28 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Louise Martin
28 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Margo Booth
28 Mulberry Fork Class 2-3 Intermediate Jennifer Taylor
29 Locust Fork Class 2-3 Intermediate Jennifer Taylor
January
1 Cartecay ChiliRun  Class 2-3 Intermediate Jay Srymanske
(See article this issue)
1 Nantahala Outdoor Center will sponsor a trip - For information call
2 Board of Directors Meeting Atlanta Jewish Community Center

7:30 P.M.

404-548-5015

205-851-4146

633-9606
297-1995

257-1749
509-0728

615-344-2573
978-1964

404-492-4318
945-0601

378-5550
404-548-5015

252-9538
441-7543
873-5691
487-8084

205-592-2117
205-592-2117

404-635-2726

704-488-2175
7:30 P.M.

DUES ARE DUE!!! SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL NOw! .

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at 923-0954. As usual,
we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip
schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your
favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!

CHATTOOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private
(USFS regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.

WINTER ROLL PRACTICE: Indoor roll practice this winter will start January 6 and run through
the last Monday in March at the Jesse Draper Boys® and Girls’ Club in College Park. See insert in this
issue of the Eddyline for details. To volunteer to help with roll practice, call Allen Hedden at 426-4318.
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Deadlines

Deadline for the next Eddyline is the
fifth of the month. The editor must
receive all articles, trip reports and
classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in
the next issve. If you have access to a
computer, please submit articles or trip
reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 in. disk as
an ASCII file labeled .TXT and
include a printed copy. Send all
material to:  Allen Hedden, 2923
Piedmont Drive, Marietta, Ga. 30066.
Hand-written or phoned in material
CANNOT be accepted. Your
cooperation is deeply appreciated. []

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held
on the first Thursday of each month.
All interested members are encouraged
to attend. The meetings are at the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree  Street  accross  from
Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30
P.M., but come a little early and
socialize. If you have an item for
discussion please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your
item to the agenda. Attending Board
meetings is a great way to become more

involved with the GCA. O
GCA Officers

President Jim Silavent
Vice President Evelyn Hopkins
Secretary Bronwyn Fowlkes
Treasurer Ed Schultz
Cruisemaster Karla Bowman
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden
Membership Scott Wilhelm

Kayak Trng John Bell
CanoeTrng m\Sherry Spurr

Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

For general information about the
club - Call the club telephone number
and leave a message. Someone will get
back to you. To volunteer to help
with cleb business - Call President
Jim Silavent at 587-1172, or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of
interest For information on payment
of dues - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at
266-3734. To sign up for a club trip -
Call the trip coordinator at the number
listed on the trip calendar. To sign up
to lead a club trip -Call Cruisemaster
Karla Bowman at 923- 0954. For a
change of address or for Eddyline
subscription information - Call Ed
Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott Wilhelm at
449-3835. If you didn’t receive your
Eddyline - Call Ed Schultz at 266- 3734
or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835. For
information on GCA clinics - Call
the clinic coordinator listed on the
clinic schedule, or call Canoe Training
Directors Barney and Sherry Spurr at
461-8760, or Kayak Training Director
John Bell at 499-2168. For roll
practice information - Call Roll
Practice Coordinator Allen Hedden at
426-4318. For information on
placing want ads in the Eddyline -
See "To place an ad" in the Want Ad
section of the Eddyline or call
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at
426-4318. For information on
commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538. For
water level information - See number
listed for the individual rivers in the
back of the club Directory. O

From the Board Room
Items from the November meeting of
the GCA Board of Directors:

Since your editor was out of town on
business for the November board
meeting, and the minutes were not
available at press time, there is no
report on the meeting. However,
President Silavent (has a nice ring to it,
doesn’t it?) has announced his
committee chair appointments. They
are: Advertising - Barry Hahn,
Publicity - Frank Crane, Public
Liaison - Jim Patsios, Olympics - Doug
Klaucke, Environmental - Carol
Mercer, Racemaster - Mary Trauner,
Roll Practice - Allen Hedden, Directory
Editor - Mark Levine, Safety - Stewart
Stokes, Insurance/Risk Management -
Scott Wilhelm, Social - Sabina
Schievelbein, Exploration - Roger
Nott, River Rights - Dan Maclntyre,
Forest Service Liaison - Andy
Warshaw. »

The Storekeeper and the River
Clean-up Chair jobs are still open. If
you would like to volunteer for one of
them, or just to serve on one of the
committees, please give President Jim
Silavent a call at 587-1172. It takesalot

of volunteers to operate an
all-volunteer organization. |
Lawsuit Update

By Carol Mercer & Andy Warshaw

The GCA/Benny Young lawsuit
against Mr. Ralph Henry was heard
before the State Supreme Court on
October 15, 1991. Prior to the oral
arguments (approx. 20 min.) on the
15th, written briefs were filed with the
court.

According to our attorney, we now
wait for a ruling, which could take up
to six months. We'll keeep you
informed. |
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Paddle
YourWay to
Adventure.

REI has everything you need for water-

sports fun. We offer the best selection of gear, cloth-
ing and accessories plus friendly, knowledgeable
service. Stop in at REI and gear up for watersports
adventure.

What's in store

sCanoes and accessories by Mad River, Old
Town, and Novarro

sKayaks and accessories by Perception .

sExperienced outfitting shop and supplies to fit
your boat to your paddling needs

«|_arge selection of winter paddling clothing

sComplete line of Thule and Yakima Rack
systems

EI®

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938
1800 NE Expressway, Atlanta  633-6508
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CLASSIFIED ADS

TO SHARE - Secluded country
house, acreage, furnished or
unfurnished. Cherokee County at Ga.
Highway 20 & I-575 - exit 10. Easy
access to north Ga. rivers. Prefer
environmentally and health conscious
person. Very reasonable rent. Interlink
service provides local rates for Atlanta
area long distance phone calls.
404-479- 6209 - E. J.

LAURA JORDON welcomes all
GCA folks to visit her at her Warm and
Fuzzy Shop in Lofty Branch
Shopping Village on US 441 between
Tallulah Falls and Clayton. Come by
for some good river stories and to take
a look at her mountain crafts and
home spun items.

FOR SALE - Whitesell Pirahna. Two
years old. Heavy lay-up. Nylon airbags
Perception sadddle, knee pads. Good
condition - stored indoors. $950. Call
Andy at 373-6683,

FOR SALE - Whitesell Canoe with
Perception saddle, knee pads and
nylon bags. Excellent condition.
$800. Call Leigh Ann at 404-887-0435.

FOR SALE - 1988 TRA Blue Hole

canoe. Rare 17 ft. tandem white water
classic. Ideal camping canoe. Fine
Condition. $850. Robert Pasmanick
457-5045.

FOR SALE: Noah AQ kayak in great
condition. Blue in color with air bags,
newly-refinished Silver Creek 202cm
wood padle, spray skirt, helmet and
PFD. = $550. Call Mark at 404-
479-6613.

FOR SALE - Yellow Laser kayak -
$350. Lowe internal frame pack (used
four times) - $95. 'Woman’s small Dry
Fashion dry suit (new wrist and ankle
gaskets) - $75. Serious offers
considered. E.J. 404-479-6209.

FOR SALE - Red Prijon Invader
kayak. 1 year old with sprayskirt.

$325. Call Tom at 992-9738.

FOR SALE - Noah AQ Kayak, blue,
good condition. $350. New Wave
Vulcan squirt boat, multi-color, some
patches, but excellent condition. $325.
Farmer John wet suit (large). $45. Call
Hal Herndon at 432-8705.

FOR SALE - Perception Dancer XS
kayak with helmet, sprayskirt and
paddle. Great condition. Excellent for
children or ladies. $475. Jim 428-0820.
FOR SALE - Perception dancer XT
kayak with air-bags, helmet, spray
skirt, and Perception paddle. Excellent
condition - Only used a few times.
Comes with kayak cradles for Yakima
rack system. Call Allen at 426-4318.
HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need volunteers to
serve on committees, do data entry,etc.
Call 421-9729and leave a message. [ ]

MORE ADS ON PAGE 9
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Honorary Life Members
Named

At the Fall General Membership
Meeting, outstanding contributions of
two GCA members, Ed Schultz and
Allen Hedden, were recognized by
honoring them with Honorary Life
Memberships.

Ed Schultz, former Secretary and
long-time Treasurer, is a club work
horse. A member since the early 807,
Ed has done many jobs for the club,
such as coordinating the mailing of the
Eddyline, picking up and distributing
mail from the GCA post office box,
maintaining the master membership
list, mailing out information packets to
new members, helping to draft new
club by-laws, teaching in almost every
clinic the GCA has sponsored for the
past several years, and serving on more
committees than one could list here. As
treasurer, Ed completely revamped our

bookkeeping system and has kept us in

sound financial condition. He even
got us through an IRS audit.

Allen Hedden, former Treasurer and
President, also served as Membership
Director. He teaches in many GCA
clinics, answers the club phone, has
coordinated roll practice for several
years, and is now trying his hand as
Neéwsletter Editor. Allen also served
on the committee that re-wrote the club
by-laws, as well as many other
committees. D

’92 Officers Take Reins

In November, the GCA embarked
on a new year with a new slate of
officers. Of the nine officer’s positions,
only two are repeats from 1991. The
new club leadership includes the
following:

Jim Silavent is the new President. Jim
has previously held several board of
directors positions, including
Cruisemaster, Vice President, and
Adbvertising Director. Evelyn Hopkins,
long-time Conservation Chairperson,
became the new Vice President. Ed
Schultz, our faithful Treasurer Lo,
these many years, repeats as Treasurer.
And Bronwyn Fowlkes, returning to
the Board after a period of inactivity, is
the new Secretary. The new Newsletter
Editor is Allen Hedden. Karla
Bowman is the new Cruisemaster (call
her to sign up to lead a trip). Canoe
Training Directors are Barney and
Sherry Spurr, and Kayak Training
Director is John Bell. Scott Wilhelm
will repeat (make a career) as
Membership Director.

With each new administration come
many new plans, ideas, and dreams for
the club. With your support, this
energetic group will give us a very
successful yearin *92. ]

DUES ARE DUE!!
RENEW TODAY!!!
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THE EDDYLINE is a publication of
the Georgia Canoeing Association,
Inc. Views and opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the
writer and do not necessarily represent
the official views and policies of the
club. Articles and trip reports are
edited only for grammer, punctuation,
spelling, vulgar or obscene language,
and to fit in allocated space. No
substantive changes are made in any
material published herein. THE
EDDYLINE is not copyrighted, and
all material published herein and not
individually designated as copyrighted
may freely be copied, reprinted,
republished or otherwise disseminated
to any other paddling organization. ]
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