CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE - Solo open canoe; 13’
red Bluehole Sunburst with grunch

pads, thwart seat, no bags, $350,
Tandem open canoe: 16’ light blue
Bluehole Starburst, runs very dry,
tandem straps/ knee pads, good
condition, $450, Steve Puckette, 615-
598-1328 (office), 615-598-0215 (home).
FOR SALE - Mountain Land.
Robbinsyille, N.C., 17 miles from the
NOC. Approximately 10 acres,
isosceles triangle going up side of hill.
770 feet paved road frontage, 1170 feet
sides, scenic Rhododendron-covered
hillside, base 2,400 ft elevation, top
2,800 ft, $1,200/acre. Jerry Holladay.
Office 299-0077. Home 321-6746.

TO PLACE AN AD: Want ads are
free to dues-paid GCA members. Send
your type-written ad to: Allen Hedden,
2923 Piedmont Dr., Marietta, Ga.
30066. NO PHONED-IN OR
HAND-WRITTEN ADS. 3

FOR SALE - Woman’s small farmer
John wetsuit - $25. Yellow Laser
kayak - $350. Lowe internal frame
pack (used four times) - $95. Woman’s
small Dry Fashion dry suit (new
wrist/ankle gaskets) - $75. North Face
VE23 tent -$120. Serious offers
considered, EJ 853-5148 (day).

FOR SALE - Boats - Noah AQ
kayak (pre-fire mold) hot pink w/
spray skirt.  $550. Light blue
Perception Sabre low volume plastic
kayak. $225. Misc. paddling gear:
K-1 Daggar paddle, 2 Perception
PFD’s, long, blue, large & med.
Extrasport short PFD red. 2
Extrasport squirt vests, small & med.
two-tone blue & purple. K-1 air bags.
Misc: Boy’s 10 speed mountain bike,
Huffy Whitehawk, 24", used very little,
$75. Mini half skateboard ramp,
wood, 8 X20’ w/ 4 vert. Comes apart
for transport. Umove. $50. Callfor

prices on misc paddling gear. Monya
or Vance Barnes, 924-0206,

FOR SALE - Whitesell canoe with
Perception saddle, knee pads and
nylon bags.  Excellent condition..
$800. Call Leigh Ann at 404-887-0435
LAURA JORDON welcomes all
GCA folks to visit her at her Warm and
Fuzzy Shop in Lofty Branch
Shopping Village on US 441 between
Tallulah Falls and Clayton. Come by
for some good river stories and to take
a look at her mountain crafts and
home spun items.

FOR SALE - Whitesell Pirahna, Two
years old. Heavy lay-up. Nylon airbags
Perception sadddle, knee pads, Good
condition - stored indoors. $950. Call
Andy at 373-6683. ‘

HELP WANTED - Yes, the GCA
needs your help. We need volunteers to
serve on committees, do data entry,etc.
Call 421-9729and leave a message. [ |
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Decision to Come Later

Supreme Court Hears Suit

Andy Warshaw

Our mission to clarify the
right to paddle the rivers,
streams and creeks of the state
of Georgia continues. On
October 15, which is still a week
away at the time of this writing,
oral arguments will be heard in
the Georgia Supreme Court on
the Armuchee Creek case. The
court is not expected to render a
decision right away. In fact, it
may take from a couple of
weeks to several months.

Some background on the case
for those who have not
followed it from its beginning:
The GCA and Benny Young
filed a suit against Ralph Henry,
a local land owner on Armuchee
Creek in Chattooga County, as
a result of Mr. Young being
arrested for trespassing while
attempting to take a scout troop
down the creek through Mr.
Henry’s land. In the lower court
case, Judge Loggins was asked
to rule on Mr. Young’s motion
to continue to operate his canoe
livery on the creek while the case
was being heard in court. Judge
Loggins’ decision not to allow

the outfitter to continue to
operate through Mr. Henry’s
land was appealed to the
Georgia Supreme Court. The
State of Georgia then entered
the case on the side of the GCA
and Mr. Young by filing an
amicas brief before the Supreme
Court.

Even if the high court rules in
our favor, our fight may not be
over. Since the Supreme Court
will only be ruling on the
motion to continue to operate,
the original case concerning the
right to paddle the river has yet
to be decided in the lower court.
If Mr. Henry chooses to pursue
that case, Judge Loggins must
still rule on the original issue,
and if that decision is not in our
favor, we may end up in the
Supreme Court once more.

Our lawyers are ready, and
we are certainly committed to
continue as long as is necessary
to retain the freedom to paddle
the rivers and streams of
Georgia. I hope to be able to
report on the verdict in the
December or January Eddyline.
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Deadlines

Deadline for the next Eddyline is the
fifth of the month. The editor must
receive all articles, trip reports and
classified ads by the fifth of the month
or they WILL NOT be published in
the next issue. If you have access to a
computer, please submit articles or trip
reports on a 5-1/4 or 3-1/2 in. disk as
an ASCII file labeled .TXT and
include a printed copy. Send all
material to:  Allen Hedden, 2923
Piedmont Drive, Marietta, Ga. 30066.
Hand-written or phoned in material
CANNOT be accepted.  Your
cooperation is deeply appreciated. []

Board Meetings

Board of Directors meetings are held
on the first Thursday of each month,
All interested members are encouraged
to attend. The meetings are at the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center on
Peachtree  Street  accross from
Brookwood Station beginning at 7:30
P.M., but come a little early and
socialize. If you have an item for
discussion please call President Jim
Silavent at 587-1172 so he can add your
item to the agenda. Attending Board
meetings is a great way to become more

involved with the GCA. O
GCA Officers

President Jim Silavent
Vice President Evelyn Hopkins
Secretary Bronwyn Fowlkes
Treasurer Ed Schultz
Cruisemaster Karia Bowman
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden
Membership Scott Wilhelm
Kayak Trng John Bell

Canoe Trng Barney & Sherry Spurr

Who Ya Gonna Call?

The following list is provided for your
convenience:

For general information about the
club - Call the club telephone number
and leave a message. Someone will get
back to you. To volunteer to help
with club business - Call President
Jim Silavent at 587-1172, or contact the
committee chairperson for your area of
interest. For information on payment
of dues - Call Treasurer Ed Schultz at
266-3734. To sign up for a club trip -
Call the trip coordinator at the number
listed on the trip calendar. To sign up
to lead a club trip -Call Cruisemaster
Karla Bowman at 923- 0954. For a
change of address or for Eddyline
subscription information - Call Ed
Schultz at 266-3734 or Scott Withelm at
449-3835. If you didn’t receive your
Eddyline - Call Ed Schultz at 266- 3734
or Scott Wilhelm at 449-3835. For
information on GCA clinics - Call
the clinic coordinator listed on the
clinic schedule, or call Canoe Training
Directors Barney and Sherry Spurr at
461-8760, or Kayak Training Director
John Bell at 499-2168. For roll
practice information - Call Roll
Practice Coordinator Allen Hedden at
426-4318. For information on
placing want ads in the Eddyline -
See "To place an ad" in the Want Ad
section of the Eddyline or call
Newsletter Editor Allen Hedden at
426-4318. For information on
commercial ads - Call Advertising
Director Barry Hahn at 252-9538. For
water level information - See number
listed for the individual rivers in the
back of the club Directory. O

From the Board Room

Items from the October meeting of the
GCA Board of Directors: Treasurer
Ed Schultz gave the financial report.
The cash flow for the month was
positive and we are not broke. Under
Kayak Training, John Bell reported
that the last clinic of the year is
scheduled for October 5 & 6. In Canoe
Training Allen Hedden reported on
the September 7 & 8 intermediate canoe
clinic. Andy Warshaw reported on the
annual river safety and rescue clinic.
Gwen Bergen made some last minute
announcements about the Fall General
Membership Meeting. Under Racing,
Roger Nott inquired about when the
results would be published for the 1991
Southeasterns, and it was announced
that we would again host the ACA
Dixie  Division Decked  Boat
Championships at the Southeasterns
in 1992. For River Rights, Carol
Mercer announced that the Georgia
Supreme Court has our case on the
docket for October 15, 1991 at 2:00
pm. For Conservation, Bob Jelley
reported on the Chattahoochee - Flint -
Apalachicola River Basin Study (see
associated article in the Conservation
Corner). A motion in support of Gov.
Miller’s position on the study passed
unanimously. ACA Representative
Oreon Mann reported on the ACA
Instructor Methods Workshop /
Recertification Clinic at the NOC
September 21 & 22. Gwen Bergen
brought up an amendment to the
by-laws to allow for suspension and
subsequent removal of an officer for
cause, but the measure was tabled until
the November meeting to iron out some
problems with the wording. The
1990-1991 officers were commended for
doing an outstanding job.  The
meeting was then ajourned. ]
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Paddle
YourWay to
Adventure.

REI has everything you need for water-

sports fun. We offer the best selection of gear, cloth-
ing and accessories plus friendly, knowledgeable
service. Stop in at REl and gear up for watersports
adventure.

What's in store

*Canoes and accessories by Mad River, Old
Town, and Novarro

sKayaks and accessories by Perception

sExperienced oultfitting shop and supplies to fit
your boat to your paddling needs

#|_arge selection of winter paddling clothing

«Complete line of Thule and Yakima Rack
systems

EI®

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938
1800 NE Expressway, Atlanta * 633-6508

The Bddyline

11 November 1991



e s B e ——

feet, and poagies or gloves can be worn to protect the hands,
Don’t forget to protect your head. 75% of the body’s heat
loss occurs through the head.

Another hazard of winter paddling that is not so readily
apparent is the short period of daylight. The same trip you
made easily in June or July may not be possible to complete
before being overtaken by darkness in December, and
spending a cold night on the river bank is certainly not much
fun, even for a winter paddling nut. Along with the short
days, sudden weather changes can wreak havok on the
unprepared winter paddler. Always carry extra warm
clothing, more than you think you need.

For cold weather runs, always add one level to the river
difficulty rating. If you run class IV in the summer, stick to
class IIT in the winter. And work on your roll before you
need it. Take advantage of the GCA’s indoor winter pool
practice to keep your roll sharp during the winter. A good
friend and excellent paddler once told me that he always does
at least one practice roll when he first gets on the river. He
said he always likes to know where his first roll will be. I have
tried to live by this advice, but it really gets tough on those
cold, blustery winter mornings, sitting in an icy eddy at the
put-in. But an icy practice roll is a lot better than an icy swim
later, and T’'ve found that these practice rolls really do
increase your odds of making the ones that count. It’s hard
to convince yourself of that, though, when your head is
being pierced by an "ice cream headache" from your practice
roll in the frigid water.

Another little-known hazard of winter paddling is ice. In
extended periods of cold weather, slow water may freeze, even
on a white water river. Eddies and pools at the bottom of
rapids are good examples of places prone to freezing over.
And an ice shelf when you are swimming is worse than an
undercut rock. If you ever find yourself in the water and
being swept toward an ice shelf, abandon the normal
rapid-swimming posture for the good old crawl stroke, and
make every attempt to climb onto the top of the shelf and
slither to shore. Never attempt to stand up on the ice. Ice can
also block your passage completely on some runs, Take the
lake at the end of the Chattooga IV run, for instance. In
extreme weather, it is an excellent idea to check out the lake
for ice before putting on the river.

Oh, and just one other thing - don’t tell anyone else about
the advantages of winter paddling. We wouldn’t want it to
get too crowded out there. Let’s keep it our own little secret.
So, getprepared, and ENJOY!!! ]

UTFITTERS
TORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR WHITEWATER PADDLING

10% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS

0
)

CALLTOLL FRE
1800 367-3521

® FOR ORDERS
© QUTFITTING ADVICE
© RIVER LEVELS

FAX 704 48682498
47 HWY 19 WEST, BRYSON CITY, NC 28713

NANTAHALA QUTDOOR CENTER

EVERYTHING...
) GO

>~
Dl

In the 80’s, Yakima defined the ~ and materials. Yakima’s

art of MultiSport RoofRacking.  intelligent engineering and

In the 90’s Yakima extends stylish designs create features
MultiSport to Multi-Use. From  that make RoofRacking safe,
the daycare center to the easy, and secure...with
lumber yard to a weekend strength to last a lifetime.

escape, you're carrying more Get more out of your car by

than just boats and bikes. getting more into it...and on
The Multi-Use concept top of it. With Yakima,

guarantees the flexibility to anything goes.

handle all your equipment

GO WITH THE FLOW. 4 Elizabeth Way,
Roswell, GA 30075. Complete watersports store;
Kayaks, canoes, plusa completeline of windsurfers
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NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES

November : :

2 Tellico Class 3+ Advanced Francis Cheung 939-0202
2 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn 252-9538

3 Hiwassee Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Walter Howard 694-3557

7 Board of Directors Meeting Atlanta Jewish Community Center 7:30 P.M.
8-10 Cumberland Island Camping - Sea Camp Carol Mercer 373-6683
9 Nantahala Class 2-3 Intermediate Karla & Dave Bowman 923-0954
10 Toccoa Class 1-2 Trained Beginner Dan & Elise McIntyre 252-9513
10  Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate David Tillis 393-1729

16  1/2 Day Protect the Hooch Seminar Carol Mercer 373-6683

16 Tallapoosa  Class 1 Exploratory - 8-9 mile run - ends Havis Johnson or  205-856-4146

above Horse Shoe Bend Park in Ala. Peggy Miller 404-633-9606
16  Flint Class 1-3 Low Intermediate Gary DeBacher 634-4651
16  Chattooga IIT Class 2-4 Advanced (12 boat limit) Jerry Cope 404-746-3127
17 Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Laura Jordon 803-836-8498
17  Chattahoochee Buford to Duluth Class 1 Beginner Jim Patsios 471-5712
23  Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Dennis Crain 633-6487
23  Nantahala  Class 2-3 Intermediate Oreon Mann 522-3469
24  Nantahala  Class 2-3 Intermediate Sabina Schievelbein or 925-9437

David Newbern ,; 373-2464

Thanksgiving Week Jump Trip Loxahatchee R. nr. Jupiter Fl. Roger Nott 404-536-6923
30  Upper Hooch Class 2-3 Intermediate Susan McaGilvary 942-9484
December
1 Cartecay Class 2-3 Intermediate Barry Hahn 252-9538
5 Board of Directors Meeting Atlanta Jewish Community Center 7:30 P.M.
7 Nantahala  Class 2-3 Intermediate Jerry Peterman 257-1749
7 Lower Amicalola Class3-4 Advanced Rhett Smith 297-1995
8 Coordinator’s Choice Class 3-4 Advanced Greg Grant 615-344-2573
Call Greg Grant for weekday trips during the last half of December 615-344-2573

DUES ARE DUE!! SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL NOW!

TO VOLUNTEER TO LEAD TRIPS: Call the Cruisemaster Karla Bowman at 923-0954. As usual,
we need trip coordinators for all types of trips, from flat water to class 5 white water. Our excellent trip
schedule depends on the efforts of volunteers, so get involved and sign up to coordinate a trip on your
favorite river today! The GCA needs YOU!

CHATTOOOGA TRIPS are limited to 12 boats on ANY section on ANY trip, club trip or private
(USFS regulation). Your cooperation in protecting this National Wild and Scenic River is appreciated.

WINTER ROLL PRACTICE: Indoor roll practice this winter will start in January and run through
March at the Jesse Draper Boys’ and Girls’ Club in College Park. Watch for details in the December
Eddyline. To volunteer to help with roll practice, call Allen Hedden at 426-4318.
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Conservation Corner

French Broad Gains
Public Access

August 30, 1991

The Trust for Public Land (TPL)
today acquired 263 acres of scenic
mountain  property in  Eastern
Tennessee for public use. Located
about ten miles from the Great Smokey
Mountains Natonal Park, the tract will
provide public access to nearly a half
mile stretch of the popular French
Broad River, which is currently under
study for federal wild and scenic
designation.

While portions of the French Broad
flow through the Cherokee National
Forest, much of the land adjacent to
the river is privately owned and subject
to development. The U. S. Forest
Service identified the 263 acre tract as a
high priority acquisition because of its
river access and watershed protection,
but could not acquire it quickly
enough to forestall a potential sale to
developers. TPL’s timely acquisition
ensures that this portion of the French
Broad will retain the wild and scenic
qualities that attract paddlers from
around the country. Conveyance of
the property to the Forest Service will
occur in the fall.

The Trust for Public Land is a
national non-profit organization that
acquires and protects land for
conservation and recreational uses.
Since its founding in 1972, the Trust
has protected over 560,000 acres of
land in 39 statesfor public use. ]

Metro Hooch Steering
Committee Mecets

By Carol Mercer

The GCA and Georgia Conservancy
have been working together over the
last few months on conservation/river
issues. We have a steering committee
which had its first meeting in
September.

The committee consists of
representatives from the Georgia
Conservancy (Hans Newhauser, Senior
Vice President, Sally Bethea, Water
Resource Specialist and Janet Bailey),
GCA (Carol Mercer and Bob Jelley),
Atlanta Regional Commission (Pat
Stevens, Chief of Environmental
Planning Division and Jim Santo,
Environmental Planner), Trout
Unlimited  (Bill Fowler, Vice
Environmental Chairman for the state
of Georgia) and David Eldridge an
Atlanta attorney and  excellent
environmental advocate.

We discussed water/river issues in
Georgia specifically relating to the
Metro Hooch and how the GCA could
help the Georgia Conservancy with
Hooch protection. As most of you
who paddle the Hooch know by now,
the river from north of Morgan Falls
to south of Atlanta is in trouble:

1. Pollution (sewage) comes from
commercial users (apartments,
industry) with inadequate or flawed
sewage systems and the single family
residents that illegally dump into the
fiver.

2. Disregard of existing state and
local laws by mainly single family
home owners’ building of decks and
gazebos at the river bank and the
subsequent bank erosion.  Stream
bank stabilization with natural
vegetation are vital to the river if it is to
survive and grow.

3. Lack of county enforcement of
the Metropolitan River Protection
Act-MRPA. This act was passed in
1973 and a specific article will be
written in the future regarding this
important legislation. ARC reviews
the act but has no enforcement power.
They can only prod the counties to
implement the law and notify the state
and local governments (EPD)
regarding specific violations. The state
and EPD has been slow to act and
many times has taken no action on
clear violations of the law. These
violations are by both private single
family home owners and commercial
enterprises. The single family home
owner gets sympathy in the media and
with EPD (Building gazebos on the
rivers edge for example is a violation of
the law, but it looks pretty). Yet if every
home owner on the Metro Hooch were
allowed to build gazebos and decks,
how much more trashy our river would
become!

4, Potential interchange on I-75 at
Akers Mill Road. The Cobb County
Department of Transportation is in the
early stages of the project and are
developing preliminary studies. They
want to swap one acre of Park land for
the interchange. This interchange, if it
is built, would have a tremendous
impact on Rottenwood Creek and the
Chattahoochee National Recreation
Area. Do you want a new interchange
silting the creek? Is public park land to
be swapped for a private enterprise by
local government?

It was an interesting and informative
meeting. The committee is meeting
again in October to finalize plans for a
joint workshop on November 16, 1991
to work on river protection. Be there!
See "Watchdog" article below for other
actions you may want to take. |
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control their craft, and ran over the
victim,

A rope was tossed to the pinned man,
but he let go of it when it was pulled,
saying it hurt his leg. Another rope
was passed around his body and was
pulled upstream. His head went under
for about five seconds, then he became
unpinned and was pulled to safety by
some kayakers.

The victim’s leg appeared badly
bruised and was splinted. He was
transported to the river left bank and
carried to the road via backboard. At
he top of the hill, he refused any further
treatment and, despite being urged to
seck medical help, he went home,
probably not realizing how fortunate
he really was.

-From the Keel-Hauler News, Ohio. El

ACA National Congress
The 1991 ACA National Congress
Meeting will be held November 14 thru
17 at the Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake
of the Ozarks, Missouri. The travel
agency employed by the ACA is Omega
World Travel Agency, which
guarantees lowest air fares (5% off
lowest published supersaver fares, 45%
off full coach and 10% off first or
business class). TWA is the official
airline. Ask for ACA Congress fares at
1-800-899-8728. The lodge number is
1-800-THE-LAKE. O]

SECLUDED COUNTRY HOUSE
TO SHARE, acreage, furnished or
unfurnished. Cherokee County at
highways 20 & 575 - exit 10. Easy access
to north Ga. rivers. Prefer
environmentally and health conscious
person. Very reasonable rent. Interlink
service provides local long distance
phone calls. 404-479-6209-E.J.  []

Alternative Viewpoints

Different Strokes

By Allen Hedden

Well, the leaves have vanished from the
trees, the chill of autumn is in the air,
and winter is just around the corner.
To the vast majority of white water
paddlers, these signs signal the
winding down of the paddling season -
time to start those long-needed
equipment repairs, and spend some
weekends curled up by a warm fire with
a good paddling book. But for a few
hardy (or crazy) souls, the real
paddling season is just beginning.

So, what is it with this lunatic fringe
of the paddling community? Is it some
kind of weird masochism that drives
these poor souls to subject themselves
to the extremes of weather that
characterize that season? No, these
folks aren’t crazy. They just know a
good thing when they see it. For
instance, when was the last time you
paddled section ITI of the Chattooga
and had a real "wilderness experience"?
Or when was the last time you paddled
the Nantahala and didn’t see a single
raft? Well, it can be done almost any
weekend from December to March, and
if you are properly equipped, it isn’t
even that uncomfortable.

There are many advantages to winter
paddling. In addition to avoiding the
crowds of summer, winter paddling
offers the ultimate in scenery. The air is
normally much clearer than in summer
(lack of humidity), so the sky is bluer
and you can see forever. And because
the leaves have gone from the trees, you
can actually see the scenery from the
river, not just the trees and shrubs,
Nothing is more beautiful than Little
River Canyon blanketed in a fresh
layer of snow, or the cliffs at the

Narrows on the Chattooga covered
with millions of icicles forming huge ice
castles that gleam like jewels in the sun.
And don’t forget that winter is a wet
season in the southeast. It is a season
of constantly good water levels. But
enough about all that; that isn’t what
this article is about.

In order to safely and comfortably
get out and enjoy all the advantages of
winter paddling, there are certain
things you must keep in mind. The
rivers of this area are also loaded with
dangers from which you must protect
yourself in the winter. With the cold
air and water temperatures, and the
rapid changes in weather that can occur
this time of the year, hypothermia is
your biggest enemy. Hypothermia is a
rapid loss of body heat that causes the
core temperature to drop, causing
body an brain functions to gradually
shut down, and if not treated, may
result in death. Some of the symptoms
of hypothermia are fatigue, bluish skin
color,  uncontrollable  shivering,
lethargy, sleepiness, loss of good
judgement, and eventual incoherence
and unconsciousness. The icy water of
winter can even begin to feel warm as
hypothermia tightens its grip.

How can we protect ourselves against
this insidious killer? The body must
be protected against excessive heat loss.:
For extreme conditions when layers of
wool, polypro, thermax, nylon npile,
etc. are not enough, wear a wet suit or
dry suit. A good rule of thumb to
judge when a wet or dry suit should be
worn is the "rule of 100". If the air
temperature plus the water temperature
equals less than 100, by all means wear
one. If either the air or the water
temperature alone is extremely low, it is
still a good idea to wear one. Neoprene
booties can be worn to protect your
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arguments. We all stopped below
Canoe Eater to have lunch on a sandy
beach, We also stopped to play at
Third Ledge, Horseshoe, and the
waterfall,

It was a great day, thanks to all these

great paddlers! O

Ienoring the Game on
tﬁe Cartecay
Barry Hahn
Cartecay 10/05/91: While the boys of
summer were deciding who would
reign in the NL - West, most of us were
driving home from a lovely day on the
Cartecay. Our concern was that it
might rain. Instead the weather was
‘quite nice and reached the low eighties.
The water was also a little low at 1.7°
but it was a great day on the river with
GCA friends and some new
acquaintances. The group was:
Barbara - Barylska, Anne Daniel,
Debbie Deem, Joyce Hagan, Ron
Hardy, Mike Huddleston, Walker
Hester, Tim Kaylor, Louie and Beverly
Reynolds, Barry Smith, Marshall
Sager, Karen and Haley Smith, Cindy
Tinsley and myself.  All wonderful
folks who took a chance that it would
not be a "rain-out", and won. The one
who won my heart was a beautiful little
girl of three. She remembered my name
and called it out several times much to
my delight. She is also honest and
perceptive when she said at MOE, "you
have a big tummy". Out of the mouths
of babes. My reward came at the end of
the trip when she gave me a hug and a
kiss. What more could you ask?
Thanks to Beverly and Louie
Reynolds for being the sweep boat.
Special thanks to Cindy Tinsley and
Tim Kaylor for being guardian-angels
in front and back of Haley and Karen.
Thanks to Mountaintown Outdoor

Expeditions for running shuttle. Pat
Hagan hiked up to "S" Turn to
provide safety and take pictures. Not
bad for a guy who recently had
back-surgery. He says he can return to
paddling with us in about three weeks.
Many of us bought apples to enjoy
back home. (If anyone left a nylon
jacket, please call me.) Oh, by the way
if you did not hear, the BRAVES
WON THE NL - WEST. O

Slim Ray Injured on
Green River

To many of you, this is old news, but
the news somehow escaped being
published in our newsletter, so here it
is:

Slim Ray, expert kayaker and
co-author of the book "River Safety
and Rescue”, was seriously injured in a
kayaking accident on July 14. Slim was
with a group of expert paddlers who
were running the Green River Gorge in
North Carolina, a section of the river
where the gradient is in the 200-300 feet
per mile range. They were having a
great day until the accident occured,
The story as told by one who was there
was that Slim was running a very
serious drop when he missed his line
just enough to cause his boat to peton
a rock at a good rate of speed. The
boat flipped quickly, Slim felt an
incredible pain and lost all feeling
below his waistline. He still managed to
exit the boat quickly, was pulled from
the river and evacuated (it was about a
four hour process) via helicopter to
Mission Memorial Hospital in
Ashville.

Slim is still hospitalized with almost
no sensation below his navel, although
there have been recent signs of feeling
returning to his groin area and parts of
his lower back and buttocks. The

damage to his spine seems to have been
caused by lateral movement of the
vertebrae rather than compression or
extension, The attending
neurosurgeon is pessimistic about
Slim’s prognosis, but his excellent
physical condition, great first aid he
was given, and his speedy evacuation
to medical facilities all may have helped
to minimize his injury and help speed
his recovery.

Slim seems to be dealing with the
injury mentally, and is prepared for a
long, arduous rehabilitation period.
The outpuoring of concern from the
paddling community has been
wonderful, and Slim has been very
appreciative of it. So if you’d like to
send him get-well wishes, mail them to:

Slim Ray

C/O Nantahala Outdoor Center

US 19 W. Box 41

Bryson City, NC28713 ]

Quick Rescue Saves Life

Rafter Survives Foot
Entrapment

Sunday, July 21. The Lower Yough
was running a scant 12 inches,
exposing many npasty rocks in
Cucumber Rapid. A raft passenger
was thrown out of his raft at the top of
the rapid and didn’t assume the proper
swimming position as he had been
instructed. His left leg became
entrapped under a rock near the right
bank half way down the rapid.
Fortunately, he was able to grab
another rock to keep his head above
water.

River traffic was immediately halted
and a rescue effort initiated, but a
Yough Outfitter raft and a ducky were
not familiar with the AWA river signal
for "stop" and / or were not able to
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GCA Comments on
River Basin Study

By Bob Jelley i
Background. The State of Alabama is
presently suing the State of Georgia in
U.S. Federal Court concerning water
rights. The issues are complex, but
basically involve the flow levels and
quality of water in two major river
systems, each having headwaters in
northern Georgia. Florida is also
deeply concerned in the outcome of
this case, because one of the major
rivers (the Apalachicola) has a critical
influence on its seafood industry and
coastal wetlands.

During the court case it became
apparent that the data furnished by the
two litigants was very inadequate. The
case is now on the back burner whilst
the litigants try to sort themselves out.

Present gituation. To resolve this
problem, the Interstate Coordinating

Committee has proposed a
Comprehensive  Study of  the
Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa and

Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint
River Basins. The draft plan for this
study has two parts:

(a) A data gathering, coordination and
computer modelling phase.

(b) Development of water management
plans for the two water basins.

The study encompasses all major
rivers and streams, watertables and
reservoirs in an area of some 42,000
square miles, serving a population of
over 10 million people having a highly
developed industrial base. Although
Georgia has no water shortage, events
over the last few years have
demonstrated our urgent need for a
water management policy, if we are to
avoid hasty and ill-conceived measures
designed to alleviate a perceived
shortage.

GCA Participation. Early in
August the club was apprised of the
above draft study document by the
Georgia Consérvancy, to determine
our views concerning its proposals.On
August 29, the GCA and 28 other
organizations submitted a joint letter
of comment to the study sponsors.

Governor Zell Miller views this as a

very important study, actively
encouraging public  participation.
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) Commissioner Joe D. Tanner is
the State point-of-contact for the study.

GCA representatives were invited to a
meeting on September 16 with Joe
Tanner to discuss the group comments
submitted by the Georgia
Conservancy. In essence, the group
comments were accepted, and will
receive  sympathetic  consideration.
Salient features are as follows:

(1) Public K Accountability. Public
hearings to be held at defined
milestones throughout the study
process, and meetings of the study
Executive Coordinating Committee
(ECC) to be open to the public.

(2) Participation of Interested Parties.
Representation on the ECC by key
members of the business and
environmental sectors.

(3) Ranking of Study Elements,
establishing priorities in view of the
inadequacy of presently allocated
funding,

(4) Implementation of Study Results.
Early in the study, consensus should
be established among key interest
groups on the guiding principles for
managing water resources in the two
basins.

The drafting of a formal study plan
and detailed budget is proceeding, with
publication due in the next two or three
months.

One statement by Mr. Tanner during
the course of the meeting has an all too
familiar ring. There is a body of
opinion within the legislature which
does not want a study, wishing to
maintain the status quo, and "work
out something" with Alabama. Bearing
in mind recent events, and considering
such self-evident factors as burgeoning
population, steadily dropping water
tables, increased industrial demand,
algae blooms in lakes, contamination
of rivers, destruction of wetlands,
impending climate change, etc., etc,
quite apart from our difficulties with
Alabama, it is difficult to comprehend
this attitude.

" GCA Directors’ comments. The
Directors of the GCA concur with Gov,
Zell Miller that this is a very important
study, and believe that it should be
actively supported by the GCA
membership. We recommend that
members become familiar with the draft
study plan, write or call the legislature
expressing their support and attend
future public meetings concerning this
project.

Copies of the 48 page draft study plan
and the 4 page letter of response from
the Georgia Conservancy  are
obtainable from Bob Jelley, 2273
Riada Drive NW, Atlanta Ga. 30305,
(404) 355-2637, Nominal cost is $5.00
to cover price of reproduction and
mailing. Please call if you are
interested. ]

DUES ARE DUE
RENEW TODAY

More on Conservationl.-
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Be a Metro Hooch
Watchdog

Carol Mercer

A one-half day workshop for river
protection advocates will be held on
Saturday, November 16, 1991. It will
be sponsored by the GCA and the
Georgia Conservancy. Help us
revitalize efforts to protect water quality
in the Metro Hooch. Learn how to
effectively use existing state and local
laws, public education, and the media
to keep this valuable resourse clean for
present and future generations. A
reconnaissance canoe trip on the
Hooch will follow the workshop in late
November or early December. Call
Carol Mercer at 373-6683 to register. [7]

Government Watch

As you are probably all aware, the
president’s new energy bill proposes to
drill for oil in the Alaska National
Wildlife “Refuge. I'll bet you didn’t
think it could get any worse, but think
again! Did you know that the bill also
has “provisions to ‘“streamline the
installation of hydroelectric projects
along the nation’s rivers"?

In order to provide this
streamlining, the following provisions
were made: 1. State review of the water
quality impacts at new hydropower
projects will be stopped. 2. The
authority of federal land 'managing
agencies (such as the U. S. Forest
Service) to impose conditions to
protect natural rescurces will be
eliminated. 3. The Fish and Wildlife
Service will no longer have the
authority to require that fish pasages
be built on new hydro projects. 4. All
projects less than 1500 kilowatts will be
exempt from all federal requirements.
You may want to write your
congressman on this one.

On another note, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) has
published new rules governing how it
processes new Hydropower
applications. There are two major
changes to the current format. The key
is that there are strict new deadlines for
state agencies and others to participate
in the process. If anyone misses the
deadline, he or she is deemed to have
waived the right to protest the project.
Another feature is that the new projects
are only required to be posted in local
papers where groups like the Sierra
Club, American Rivers, and AWA are
much less likely to see them.

And if that’s not enough bad news,
two dams have been proposed on the
Arkansas River just above Buena
Vista, Colorado.
destroying five miles of class II- IV
white water, the dams would divert 200
CFS, making what’s left not much fun
to paddle. The AWA has put together
a group to fight this proposal. The
AWA group is supporting the study to
designate the river as wild and scenic,
which was started before the dam
proposal. The group may be reached
at the following address:

Friends of the Arkansas
PO Box 924
Buena Vista, CO 81211

There is some good news..... The
New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services has
recommended to the New Hampshire
state legislature that the Pemigewasset
and the Cantoocook Rivers be
designated for management and
protection under the N. H. Rivers
Management and Protection Program,
This action was prompted mainly by a
flood of letters from groups of

In addition to -

paddlers who were interested in seeing
the rivers preserved. It is encouraging
to see that your letters can really make a
difference.

-Reprinted from "River Rumors"
-newsletter of the Foothills Canoe

Club, Greenville, SC. O
American Rivers Report

From the 1990 Annual Report of
American Rivers.

The 1990 report is optimistic in several
areas. In 1990, American Rivers
gained interim fedral protection for 138
nationally significant rivers,
comprising 2,865 river miles. They
blocked legislation that would have
exempted 350 potentially destructive
hydro dams from federal
environmental regulations. They were
instrumental in the initiation of
statewide river inventories or
assessments in Alabama, Arkansas,
and North Carolina, and a new river
protection  program in  New
Hampshire,

Membership is also up in the
organization. 1990 membership was
15,000, and contributions totalled over
$1.6 million. That may sound
impressive, but these resources are

pitifully small when compared to those

of the many private enterprises and
government agencies that view our
rivers only as resources for economic
development. We must expand the
constituency that supports river
protection in America so this priority
is reflected in a widely accepted ethic for
river conservation.

As paddlers enjoying the many
pleasures that rivers afford us, we
should all do our part to ensure that
those rivers are available for future
generations to enjoy. To become a

The Bddyline

6

November 1991

member of one of the best river
conservation organizations in the
country, send a $20 check to:

Anmierican Rivers

801 Pennsylvania Ave., S. E.

Suite 400

Washington, D. C. 20003 O

Trip Reports

Rafters Ripped My
Flesh

Lee Entrekin

Nantahala, August 24: As a first-time
trip leader, I had nightmares of dozens
of sub-novice paddlers showing up for
this trip and all swimming Patton’s
Run simultaneously. As it turned out,
only five boaters appeared at the
put-in: Tom Ottinger and Mike
Hayden, OC-2; Terry Dempsey, OC-1;
and Nina August and myself in K-1’s.
(Somehow, the word must have gotten
out about my leadership - or paddling
- ability!) Despite the fact that this was
Tom and Mike’s maiden voyage on the
Nantahala in a canoe, everyone had
great runs.

We picked a great day for a wilderness
adventure: clear blue sky, summery
temperature, and 7,000 crazed rafters (is
"crazed rafter" redundant?) along for
the ride. 'We obtained this figure from
a usually reliable source - the Forest
Service employee who counts heads at
Delabar’s Rock.  This gentleman
informed us that the previous Saturday
had seen 6,300 on the river, but that
they expected to set a new record on the
24th. I would have sworn that there
were no more than 4,000 at the put-in,
but I lost count because all the guys
from the Oshkosh Oddfellows Lodge
were wearing identical orange and
purple outfits.

Anyway, with the rafts providing

moving obstacles and constant
amusement, we proceeded down the
river without serious incident. We even
managed to get in a little play time
between flotillas. Everyone survived
the usual zoo at the Falls. Terry in
particular distinguished himself with a
superb run. Tom and Mike did
unusually well for a first trip. Thanks
to Nina for running sweep. Actually,
she had to - I had her car keys. I may
even lead another trip sometime. In
January. On another river. Far from
the madding crowd. W

Upper Hooch Armada
Launched

Barry Hahn

SEPT. 7, 1991: It was a sunny and
warm late summer day. Everyone was
not at the football games. We had 22
official and several others in our
flotilla. At 2’ the water level was
comfortable even though we had had
no rain this past week. I was thrilled to
meet so many GCA old and new
friends for a fun float. The colorful
spectacle looking back up-river, was
boats, boats, boats.

In the 1800’s Sidney Lanier wrote,
"And oft in the hills of Habersham
And oft in the valleys of Hall, The
white quartz shone, and the smooth
brook-stone Did bar me of passage
with friendly brawl, And many a
luminous jewel lone-- Crystals clear or
a-cloud with mist, Ruby, garnet and
amethyst--Made lures with the lights of
steaming stone In the clefts of the hills
of Habersham, In the beds of the
valleys of Hall....."

On this bright day it was red, yellow,
blue, green, teal, grey and many other
very pretty colorful boats in the GCA
armada. It was a beautiful sight.
Everyone did quite well. So much so

that I had to show them how to dump
at "Horseshoe". Trip coordinators’
curse you know,

My fellow paddlers who came from
"Far from the hills of Habersham, Far
from the valleys of Hall" were: Jo
Baxter and Alicia Goolsby (Griffin);
Matt Camp (Cumming); Mike Collier
(Oakwood); Gary Garrison
(Covington); Mark Gramlich (Stone
Mtn); Joyce Hagan, Pat Hagan,
myself, Tommy Hill, Lanny Lesser,
Marshall Sager, Andy Warshaw
(Atlanta); Pete Hill (Marietta); Bill
Kelly (Kennesaw); Chris Ottinger, Tom
Ottinger  (Ellijay); Julia Phillips,
Marlene Porter (Athens), Cheryl
Warshaw, Shannon Warshaw
(Riverdale) and Alicia Rezak
(Clarkston) and friend Don; Tom
Sieswerda and partner (Cleveland).

I had a great time and I hope to be

able to paddle with each of you again,

and again. ]
Maiden Voyage as T. C.
Ed Bouvette

Upper Hooch, Sunday, July 14, 1991.
It was a beautiful day - too pretty to
stay at home. "That was obvious from
the big turnout. We had a flotilla of
twenty boats (if you count kayaks as
boats).

The trip was broken up into two
groups. The first group was led by Joe
Grimm (OC-1) with Jim (OC-1) and
George (OC-1) Patsios as sweep. The
second group was led by Lynn Razaitis
(a recovering kayaker) in her OC-1,
Sweep was handled by Tanda Druding
and Kerri Feistel (0C-2). Your trip
coordinator was hiding somewhere in
the middle, hoping that all went well
on this his maiden voyage as TC,

All went very well. There were no
swims, no bee stings, and no

The Bddyline

7

November 1991



