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Mountaintown
Insurance: Boat Coverage or Lack Thereof ' outdoor And The M.O.E. TEL

Most of you know I was irwolved in an automobile accident in Expediti
January. My new boat was totaled. This accident prompted me to read Xpedition m@
and learn about my boat coverage. 1'd like to share some general
information with you. Combine to Make North Georiga's Most

Your friends' boats in transport are usually not covered under Complete Outdoor Center ‘ ‘
your auto or homeowner/tenant policies. Example: You are carpooling = |  eeeeeeeeeeecicmmiinas
to a river with several boats on your car. You are involved in an River Trips ‘ ‘
accident or for some reason hit the brakes and all the boats fall off Mohawk Canoes Perception Kayaks

the car. (Don't you wish you had paid attention when your instructors
were teaching knot tying?) Your boat may be covered under your home-
owner/tenant policy, with the normal deductible end up to the policy

New and Used Boat and Equipment Sales and Rentals

limits, If your were emart, you had your egent meke sure that your  Mountain Bike and Road Bike POST OFFICE BOX 7023 « ATLANTA, GA 30357 Vol. 24, No. 3 March, 1989

boat was covered. However, your friends' boats are usually not Trails and Tours AT Bike Sales and Rentals

covered under any of your policies. Many insurance companies speci- L

fically exclude items "in trensport' or damage to property "in the Low Impact Camping and Backpacking oy '

care of" the insured person. Generally, you can't insure what youdo | ... a

not own. oo o - ADDRESS CHANGE? SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM? Write to GCA Membership Chairperson, P.D. Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357. The editor does not do these things.
This leaves each of us responsible for seeing that our boats are °°t"‘9'c inics = Deadline for the next newsletter is the 15th! Send material to Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033. Please use a decent ribbon and

covered by one of our own policies, whether on our own vehicle or Skeet Trap Sporting Clays Action Pistol r type border-to-border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This  saves valuable space.

someone else's. Talk with your insurance agent, read your auto and bbb b bbb bbb e : i Photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of interest to paddlers are also welcome. Ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only.

homeowner/tenant policies. Each policy is different, with different Trips and Clinics for ALl Skill Levels NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd NE,

Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Int. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to
can usually be added, if necessary, for a small annual fee. Trained and Certified Instructors ; submit any matters for discussion or vote, -call President Allen Hedden, 252-6167, so he can plan time on the agenda.
. EDDYLINE LATE? If your Eddyline has not drrived by the 10th, contact GCA Secretary Ed Schultz. If only a few newsletters are late or missing,

Part of the fun associated with this sport is the camaraderie in | ...
meeting new friends, carpooling, and helping other paddiers with 5 Ed may mail backup copies. If many newsletters are late, we may all have to tough it out, getting schedule information from Ed or Gary DeBacher

exclusions, deductibles and limits. Specific coverage for your boats First Timer to Advanced

shuttle. Let's go on having fun, but at the same time be practical Lodging and Meals Available ‘ (634-4651), being reasonable about how much time and information we expect over the phone.  Bulk rate mailing has worked well in most months,
and know our insurance policy coverage. ) but some other newsletters were quite late. Make full use of the extended trip schedule in the previous issue before you hit the panie switch.
See you on the river—-- Carol Mercer ALl of This 1 1/2 2°”"S North of Atlanta March 2 GCA Board Meeting- all members welcome. See above for location. Tt
Day 404-635-2524 4 Soque or Tallulah 1-2, easy intermediate Roger Nott 1-536-6923 Rafters’ Proposal Floats
For Info Nite 404-635-2726 5 Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Bill Gay 482-8568 In Senat P41 7 Vot
404-635-7501 Chattooga 4 3-5, expert Andy Warshaw  W:455-8844 n senate on 41-7 vote
6 Monday rolling practice- NE DeKalb Allen Hedden 252-6167
For Sale: Double Quick 'N Easy canoe rack- make reasonable offer. o / . .
ASA- 6oMq o 11 Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate Larry Castillo  933-9416 d ThefGeorgI? Senate VOtftd Fri-
. . . Big S. Fork Cumberland 3-5, expert Greg Grant 1-615-344-2573 ay in favor of allowing rafters to
A REMINDER: I expect want ads to arrive already typed, and no more than 5 lines in length. I do not like retyping ads. -Ed. ] 12 E,,Ery Obed 34, ad\,;meﬁe W nonooon usg any “floatable strea%n," even if
. . 11-12 Flatwater- Ogeechee and Brier Creek. Cemp at Magnolia Springs State Park. the land on both sides is privately
') Jim Sulliven  1-886-8265 owned.
. £ ’ 13 Monday rolling practice- NE DeKalb Allen Hedden 252-6167 The sponsor of the bill, Sen.

Kenneth C. Fuller (D-Rome), cited

i s .
i 17 Friday 7 PM: GCA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING. SEE FLYER FOR DETAILLS. the case of a landowner Wh0§e
| 18 Trip Leader Training Clinic Carol Mercer 373-6683 pl‘opegty ;tragdles t.htngtowah (1111&;
. Y Broad 1-2, trained beginner. John & Tee Brower 1-912-754-6457 after 8PM er anda who has pos a guar
GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION » Lower Amicalola 34, advanced David Ashley 498-7462 keep out rafters.
P.O. BOX 7023 19 Mountaintown Creek 1-2+, easy intermediate Gary DeBacher 634-4651 Despite questions about wheth-
ATLANTA. GA 30357 BULK RATE Wild Card . 2—?, intermediate David Tillis 393-1729 er it would interfere with efforts to
’ U.S. Postage 20 Monday rolling practice Allen Hedden 252-6167 fence in cattle, the bill passed 41-7
PAID 25 Upper Hooch or Etowah Nancy Barker 874-8897 and was sent to the House.
Atlanta, GA Wild Card 3-4, advanced Sﬁott Wilhelm 449-3835
LT Smokies Weekend- Intermediate to advanced. Oconaluftee Saturday, Raven Fork Sunday
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Permit No. 660 Merk & Susen Levine  971-5866
26 Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Brenda Burnette  425-9671
March 25-April 2: 4th Annual S.GA N.FLA Warmer Climate Week of Rivers
J ——Call for details: Don Langford 404-324-3007
} 27 Monday rolling practice Allen Hedden 252-6167
|
[ April 1 Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Jim Flemeister  237-5009
7 2 Wild Card " " Bruce Bishop 641-1542
A Wilder Card 34, advanced Greg Grant ~ 1-615-344-2573
s 3 Rolling Practice Allen Hedden 252-6167
,‘ 6 Executive Board Meeting— all welcome —- see info at top of page.
HL oy
' 8 Mystery Run 2-3, intermediate Barry Hahn 252-9538
. ) Dousing for Water 3+, advanced Doug Klauke 873-5691
o [TSRA Whitewater Camp is this weekend; various runs in Emory-Obed system.]
9 Something Else 2-3, intermediate Jack Weems 938-5263
Nott Roger & Beth 10 Monday rolling practice Allen Hedden 252-6167
’
i 15 Coosawattee 1-2, easy intermediate Jay Srymenski  1-635-2726
2335 Stephens Circle Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate Barry Hahn 252-9538
Gainesville, GA 30506 Wild Card l, expert Brad Nichols 973-3585
16 Pick a Card 34, advanced Scott Wilhelm 449-3835
17 Monday rolling practice Allen Hedden 252-6167
The long and short of
i te -5826
Z2 Lower Anicelola 3, advenced R‘éﬁii e tandent porfoges ce
Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Brannen Proctor 872-3014 Tene E(»)

28-29-30 GCA Spring Extravaganza—— Watch for flyer with details.

TIME LIMIT

Jump trips: Weekend coastal plain flatwater- John & Tee Brower, 1-912-754-6457 after 8 PM.
Jacks River Jump (Chump?) Trip: Roger Nott, 1-536-6923.
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Gary,

I'm sure that by the time you read this that we have had a real look at winter,
but up to February we have had some very nice weather. I have several friends
that have flocked south for the winter to train in places like Costa Rica and
Brazil, meanwhile we have had one of the mildest winters that I can remember, but
yes we still need a bit more rain.

With this mild weather I hope that you at least have had a chance to get out to
the Hooch, if you have, you probably noticed the practice gates about a mile below
285. We have a few dedicated souls out there trying to improve their skills in
these gates. People that have used these gates have not only been local talent
but people like Richard Weis, our current National Champion and 6th in 1987 Worlds,
David Hearn, former World Champion and National Champion more times than I can
count. U.S. Team Coach Bill Endicott has conducted a training camp there.

We are very thankfull to have such good facilities available to use, these gates
are for everyone to use and enjoy and they really will improve your boating skills,
Slalom racing can be fun. If you do use the gates please pull them out of the way
and raise them, we have a lot of time and money invested in them.

We are going to try to leave the gates up as long as possible hat I'm afraid
that in late March or early April they will have to come down. Anyone that would
like to help out for a couple of hours please give me a call at 921-2942 between
7-9pm. Also I am going to try to put together a mini racing clinic probably
around late May to get everyone tuned up for the up coming Southeasterns. I will
try to have more information in the next newsletter.

Mike Larimer has applied to the Olympic Committee to have Atlanta named as a
center of Excellence, a Regional Training center. This would really bring a focus
of our sport very close to home and with this Atlanta Olympic bid there are a lot
of things that could put us in the spotlight, YES, Atlanta might be a happening
place for conoe sport. STEVE THOMAS

FIVE MEMBERS SENTENCED TO LIFE IN THE GCA?

Yes, five members have already taken advantage of the new GCA life membership.
A motion to add the lifetime membership category was made and passed at the
Fall General Membership meeting. Lifetime membership is available to an
individual at a cost of $200.00 and entitles the member to all GCA membership
benefits for the rest of his/her life. By becoming a life member now you can
protect yourself from any future dues increases. If you would like to become a
life member of the GCA or if you would like more information please call Gwen
Bergen at 993-2336 or Ed Schultz at 266-3734.

Dear GCA,

Thank you GCA. I really have appreciated the help and support all of you
have given me since my accident in January. The telephone calls, cards, visits
and the GCA meals on wheels have been a tremendous help. It really helps to
know that all of my friends are there. See you on the river eventually,

. Carol Mercer

In March 1989, I'm plaming an extended exploration of the Lower Canyons
area - at least the lower 40 miles of the trip. I'll be doing it ashore on the
Texas side, using a 4~-wheel drive, taking photos, etc.

outdoor photographer (unattached female ?), I'd be glad to have company on this
explovatory trip. I'Ll be taking 2 or 3 weeks and hope to locate caves along
the river, possibly artifacts, and hopefully some freshwater Springs up off the
river., The trip will cross at lLeast three different ranches and will be done
with the Landowners permission. Compared to travel on the river, it should be
fairly comfortable. Dates for the start of the trip should be about mid-Mavrch.
= Howard.Fitts Home phone (409) 8646—-4784
F.0. Box 7744 Beaumont, TX 77726-7741

FOR SALE: Yellow Perception Mirage kayak, stored indoors, hardly used. Wooden paddle in great condition, yellow Romer
helmet, Perception spray skirt. Will consider TRADE for kayak such as Dancer XT, Prijon T or Seda Master.

Please ask for WARNER OR SONNY at (404) 451-2139 or (404) 455-7421.

Management Related items
A separate put-in for private and commercial users is favored by 60% of the
users with no difference between private and commercial users on this point.
The development of another take-out is favored by 52% of the users.

Several points are strongly opposed. The use of larger rafts {s opposed by 68
% of those surveyed, the increase of fees by 67%, the closing of parking along
US 64 by 53%, and limiting the number of people per trip by 50%. Two items
which were particularly favored by private users were more parking at the
take-out and more parking along US 64

Third ‘Chili Run’ Biggest Yet

by Jay Srymanske

What started out as a joke
by Gary Foster of Atlanta has
become one of the largest
organized cance and kayak
trips in North Georgia. The
trip is on New Year's Day and
is known as the ‘Cartecay
Chili River Run.’ Fifty-four
whitewater enthusiasts from
all over the state and even
some from Michigan got
together for an excellent day
of fun on the river on the first
day of 1989.

Conditions were ideal for
the trip sponsored by the

Georgia Canoe Association
and Mountaintown QOutdoor
Expeditions. The rains that
had been sorely missed back
during last summer and fall
were welcomed during the
Christmas holidays, with the
Cartecay River registering at
2.7 feet.

The day was clear and sun-
ny after starting the morning
with overcast skies. The
group put in the river at the
new Burley Stover-Cartecay
River Boat Launch and
traveled two miles to the
public take-put at Stegall

Mill.

Between these two points
swift-moving whitewater
was the bill of fare. Even the
most innocent of ledges was
now a hole to be contended

January 26, 1989, THE TIMES COURIER, ELLIJAY, GEORGIA

with after the recent rains
The ‘S’-Turn, Surfing Wave
and Stegall Mill rapids all
had their share of swimming
boaters on this day, after
dumping canoe and kayak oc-

THIRD ‘CHILI RUN’ GETS UNDERWAY

cupants due to the high water
level.

After the trip everyone
returned to the MOE-tel for a
covered dish get-together that
featured several kinds of hot

chili and other specialties
prepared by the boaters. All
participants considered the
day’s activities a success and
are already planning for
January 1, 1990.

If GCA had a very good ‘

Etowah River, October 15,

1988.

When the registrants called me to sign up for our Etowah trip,
I forewarned them that the river would have very little water,
that they would be stuck frequently.

that it would be draggy, and
All participants agreed that I was right!

However, we

did have a beautiful, bright, sunshiney, warm day in which to enjoy the beauty of early fall
colors, holly bushes full of red berries, and the peace and joy that is found when floating on

a river with compatible friends.

on the river.
river,

It is a good spot to practice 1in.

Our flotilla included our guests:
Harmon Taylor, Ray Fannon, Heather Barbour, and Mike Miller.

KIs:

In 0C2s:

There were huge pileups of logs and debris at several spots
These were mute testimony to the fact that the Etowah is not always a Class I-II
Several of us attempted the little drop below the falls with varying degrees of success.

Brad Moretz and Lane Aman in 0C2; and GCA members in

Ray Little and

Mitch Pippen, Brannon Proctor and Kathy Darko, Rusty and Dottie Zander, Marty Dyche and Kathy

Oberby, and Dave and Chris Leigh.

In OCls:

David Collins, Alex Lang, and myself,

My thanks

to each member of the group for their help in making it an easy group to lead, and to Harmon
Taylor for running lead, and to Marty Dyche and Kathy Overby for running sweep. -Nancy Barker -

Trip Leader



Quality of the Trip
The % ratings of the trip quality for all users were as follows:
Perfect--15%
Excellent--47%
Very Good--30%
Good--6%
Fair--2%
Private and commercial users were very similar in their rating with the
private users tending to rate the experience a little lower. Surprisingly,
there was no difference in the rating of the quality of the experience
between weekend and weekday users,
The following items were identified by a number of users as adding to the
quality of the experience.
Amount of whitewater--96% of those surveyed
Number and Length of rapids--92%
Difficuity of rapids--90%
Instruction--75%
Watching others through rapids--73%
Swimming--64% :
These items were ranked higher by commercial users than by private ones.

The following items were pointed out as detracting from the guality of the
experience.
Number of rafters--29% of those surveyed
Number of physical contacts--25%
Number of craft--26% s
Wait at rapids--25%
Take-out parking--21%
Note that items which detracted from the experience where ranked by a much
smaller percentage of the total users that the above items which were

jdentified as adding to the experience.

Crowding

The survey had the following results regarding crowding.

Private Commercial Total
Very Crowded 4% 1% 1%
Crowded 13% 18% 17%
Somewhat Crowded 25% 12% 13%
Slightly Crowded 40% 63% S7%
Not Crowded 18% 10% - 1%

The group which considered the river the most crowded were the weekend
private users. Surprisingly, there was little overall difference between
weekend and weekday users in rating the amount of crowding.

The issue of crowding was also examined with regards to difference points
on the river. River users indicated little difference among crowding at the
put-in, during the trip, or the take-out.

This summary of the preliminary findings of the Ocoee River Capacity Study was provided by Greg Grant, who has been staying close to
developments on behalf of the GCA. He notes that you can have input into the draft studies by attending a meeting on May 22, 7 PM,

Hiwassee/Ocoee Visitors Center, or by writing before May 30 to Bob Allen, Scenic Rivers Administrator, 701 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37219-5237.

S

Upper Hooch Sunday Jan. 15, 1989
What looked like another cold January day on the river turned out to be a
real treat for the members of our crew. The sun came out and the paddling
Jackets and pants came off. The river was running 2.6 and proved to be a
fun trip for all. No incidents save the trip leader telling Nancy to follow
him through lst ledge and then proceeding to flip in front of her, Oh well
such is the life of those who sometimes don’t pay attention. My thanks to
Gerard Aberson for running sweep. The boaters included Kayakers;
Louise Martin, Nancy Stroup, David Ingram and Jim Dalton,
OC-lers; Jim Haga, Gerard Aberson, Karla Bowman and me (Dave Bowman)

Fightingtown creek - Sunday, Feb. 19, 1989 - trip coordinator - Mark Levine -
Although Mark did not paddle this trip, due to another commitment, he was
the principle organizer, since this is one of his annual winter outings.

We had some rain, mixed with light sleet and a little snow, the previous
day snd night before the trip, so the water level was pretty good.
Temperature at launch time was around 35 - 40 degrees, with a fine mist in
the ailr. this is the second time we have had a run on this river this year,
and once again had some folks who enjoyed the scenery for the first time.
our group of eight paddlers today included,Roger Sallas in a Mohawk Scamp
with a fierce looking shark tooth front, and his son Jason, paddling his
K-1 jeti, Dennis Crane, Jeanne Peters, and Rhett Smith, also in K-1's.

as well as, Barry Haun, Dirk Berterand, and myself in 0C-1's.

Thanks to a swell group for making it an easy and enjoyable trip to lead,
Hank Baudet-

On January 28th a group of 14 intrepid paddlers braved the 70 degree
weather and sunny skies (it was just too bright!) to paddle the beautiful
Chatooga River from Fall Creek to Woodall. The water level was 1.15 on
the 76 gauge, a nice level for a "winter" trip on this stretch of river. The
water wag crystal clear, and we saw plenty of birds and one woodchuck,
The group consisted of David Tillis and James Biasco in kayaks, Jay
Harrell in a C-1, and the rest of us - Dirk Bertrand, Carla Bowman,
David Bowman, Julia Crosby, Barry Hahn, Fred Henneike, Dave Ingram,
Brad Nichol, Eileen Rowan, Fred Stokes, and Doug Klaucke - paddled
OC-1s. Everyone did really well, especially on the upper part of Section
IV, which many of the group had never paddled before. There were only
a couple of very short "refreshing" swims, and a demonstration by the trip
leader of how not to run Bull Sluice. Actually, the paddling was the easy
part. It was the carries, especially at the put-in, that left some of us with
sore muscles for days. Where were the sherpas when we really needed
them.

WE MISS THEM - It is with great sadness that T report the deaths of former GCA member James Patrick

.Lucas, 25, and Ada Black Wike, 97, former longtime operator of Wike's Store on the Upper Chattahoochee

at Hwy 115. Mrs. Wike, who operated her little store for many years until it was bought by the Wilde
wood Shop  in 1981, was a friendly and generous little lady whom we always looked forward to seeing on
each Upper Chattahoochee trip till she retired at age 89, She passed away Feb, 7, 1989, at her home
near the River., James died at his home in Rocky Face, Ga, on 12-31-88 and is survived, amongstothers,
by his widow Joyce and frequent GCA members Arthur and John Lucas, James' brothers. James went on
many club trips in the past ten years and was a sincere, friendly person who loved paddling and river
exploration. We have enjoyed many rivers together, most recently a few years ago on the Jacks River.
I know many of us have fond memories of Mrs. Wike and James. We shall miss them. Roger Nott

For Sale: Dancer, Blue Thunder, used four months, very good condition, with spray skirt and life jacket, $500.
Doug Pratt, 286-0624 home or 881-8344 office.

A reminder.... WANT ADS ARE FREE TO PAID-UP GCA MEMBERS SELLING USED PADDLING-RELATED EQUIPMENT ONLY. Ads for "new" equipment, or things like
cabins, lots, rentals, bikes, sailboats, cars, etc., must include $5 for up to 2 lines, $10 for up to 5 lines. If you're not in the membership
“directory, call me or clip and send your newsletter address. Type your ad if possible. Keep it short, single-spaced, across the full width of
the page. Plesse include all that you're selling in a single ad. Mail your ad before the 15th of the month to: Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle,
Decatur, GA 30033. Sorry, no ads taken on the phone. FREE ADS THAT DON'T FIT THIS FORMAT (5 lines or 7/8 inch vertically) WILL NOT BE RUN.




FEXPLORATION TRIPS: Upper Cartecay and Lower, Lower Toccoa, Sat., Jan. 7, 1989 — We had a mild, cloudy
day and moderate water levels, 1.9 on the Cartecay gauge. We put in where the Cartecay begins: near
the confluence of Anderson, Stover and Rolston Creeks, at Macedonia Rd, (Co. Rd, 138), Here the ri-
ver carries almost as much water as it does at the usual Cartecay put-in, about 7% miles downstream.
We paddled to the second bridge, on Co. Rd. 120, a distance of about 4% miles, and enjoyed frequent,
though mild class I & easy II rapids during the middle 3 miles.We encountered some sloppy development,
a few attractive but often poorly landscaped vacation homes, and evidence of many more on the way,
particularly along the most scenic stretches., It was a pleasant trip, one which might be attractive
to someone wanting to paddle just a couple of hours on a beginner's whitewater stream. It probably
is floatable asmuch or more often than the Lower Cartecay due to the gentle character of the shoals.
Parking is limited at the put-in but ample at the end, which seems to be a popular local fishing hole.
The gradient in the 3 miles from County Road 120 past Hwy 52 to the main Cartecay run's put in on Co.
Rd.101 is very mild, as the river bisects broad bottoms here. We skipped this stretch in favor of
running the Lower Toccoa, beginning a % mile above Shallowford Bridge and ending on Lake Blue Ridge,
which was 50 feet down. The particular attraction was some fun class II which is normally under the
lake, including one grabby little hole I'd never seen. (See my exploration report in the 11-80 Eddy
Line for a map and details of this section.) We took out by driving 4-wheeled drive vehicleson the
Take bed to near the mouth of Persimmon Creek, which is normally about 60' below the surface of the
Lake. This trip enabled us to enjoy most of the Toccoa's best rapids, which were at a fun level. I
took several good pictures of our crew, one too many, however. As T stood on my OCA in the eddy just
below the class III rapid at the head of the narrows, peering blissfully through my lens, I was plum-
meted, beanie over booties, by my assaultive female subject, who had decided to demonstrate her fine
eddy turn. I then knew I really should have worn my wetsuit, though general guffaw warms one up quick-
ly. We also had fun herding about 25 assorted domestic and mallard ducks for a gag picture. Enjoying
a fine winter trip were: Evelyn'Hitman'"Hopkins and Wayne Maynard in Kayaks and Gerard Aberson, Roger
Sallas and your Exploration Chairman in solo opems. Rumor has it that the Fannin County S,.P.C.A. is
looking for Roger and his carnivorous boat, which I understand ate the feathered evidence,Roger Nott

During the recent GCA trip, Wayne Maynard negotiates easy class II shoals near the headwaters of the
Cartecay, leading the way for Roger Sallas and Cerard Aberson, who (on the right) cross-draws to awoid
a rock on the Lower Toccoa, near Shallowford Bridge. (Photos by Roger Nott)

CHATTOOGA SECTION IV, Sat., Oct. 8, 1988 — We had another fine day on a favorite river, 1.19 on the
downstream Hwy. 76 gauge, tasty muscadines at lunch at 7' Talls, a few swims at the usual places, and
fine company: John and Tee Brower in an Explorer, Evelyn Hopkins in her Dancer, Gerald Aberson in his
17' Mohawk, Andy Warshaw in a Piranha, and the leader paddling my OCA, Gerard had a mean encounter
with Handkerchief Rock and had to get a few stitches in his right hand as a result, We were glad to
have the first aid kit. I managed to run 7' 3/4 backwards and had a nippy swim. T have seen hun-
dreds of swims there, nearly always attributable to approaches made too slowly and with the boats
pointed and/or placed too far to the left. T discovered that it is definitely possible to be going
too fast and too far right! A feast at the Green Shutters in Tiger aptly topped a fine day! Rogx Nott

Report on Ocoee River Capacity Study
Preliminary Findings

On January 16, 1989 Dr. Bill Hammitt (University of Tennessee) and Dr. Cary
McDonald (Clemson) presented their preliminary findings of the Ocoee River
Carrying Capacity Study. About seventy people attended the meeting. The
purpose of the meeting was for information sharing and not for soliciting
public comments about river usage. Written and public comments can be
submitted at a later date (See accompanying schedule),

The Study is broken down into five major parts.
1. Sampling Techniques
2. Visitor Characteristics
3. Quality of the Trip Experience
4. Crowding
5. Management

Sampling Techniques

A past study had indicated that 80% of the river usage was commercial and
75% of the usage was weekend use. The desired sample was broken down
into four types of users as shown below.

User Type Desired Sample%k Actual Sample%
Private-weekend 15% 19%
Private-weekday S% 5%
Commercial-weekend 60% 59%
Commercial-weekday 20% 18%

The actual sample was 23.2% private users and 76.7% commercial users, and
22.7% were weekday users and 77.3% were weekend users. Survey mailings
were sent to 182 private users of which 158 responded for a return rate of
86.5%. Survey mailings were send to 895 commercial users of which 682
responded for a return rate of 725% Overall, 682 out of 895 users
responded for a return rate of 76.2%.

Visitor Characteristics
The typical Ocoee river user is as follows.
Age: 34 years
Sex: 58% male/ 42% female (85% of female users were commercial)
income: $40,000
Years of Education: 15 years

The average Ocoee user traveled 297 miles one-way to get to the river. 25%
of the users were from Georgia which was the most represented state.
Tennessee was second at 23%, followed by Alabama at 12%, Florida at 9%,
and North Carolina at 7%.

About 60% of the users were first-timers. 10% of the private users were
first-timers and 74% of the commercial users were first-timers. 75% of the
users plan a return visit.



