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The U.S. Coast Guard has profiled fatalities to understand the common ingredients
in boating accidents and to enable the public to lsarn from the mistakes of other boaters.
The profile of accidents reveals the same five problems in most accidents:
1, Paddlers are not ring p | 1 devices. Life jackets are either
forgotien or used as padding. The life-jackets are often found floaling near a swamped
craft or trailing after the boal as it floats downriver.
2. Cold water or cold weather ls present. The majority of accidents occur in the spring,
especially during the freshet period. The worst scenarios are spring weekends with warm,
sunny weather when water levels are high. Otten, paddiers are not dressed properly
for the numbing effects of cold water, Drowning fatalities pre often caused by
hypothermia, where exposure 1o cold water and weather inhibits the ability of a paddler
10 help himself.

3, The victims are Inexperienced paddiers, The bulk of the fefalities stems from
inexperienced paddiers who have had no formal instruction or practice. The United States
Is generally a nation of self-taught paddiers who often do not understand the risks involved
in canoesport, particularly the whitewater activities. However, an alarming increase in
{atalities among skilled paddiers is occurring, although the total deaths are still less than
those involving inexperienced paddiers.
4, Consumption of aicohol is a Ing factor, Autopsies of drowning victims
reveal that alcohol is ofien present in their bloodstreams and that many victims are legally
drunk al the time of the accident, Drugs and canoespor do not mix. Artificial stimulants
afect the coordinafion and judgment of paddiers who need 1o respond quickly and
intelligently in the {ace of hazards,
5. The victime are usually non-swimmers. A look at the swimming histories of drowning
victims shows that people have imited or no swimming ability. A person's ability to be
at ease on or aboul waler increases his ability to perforrn well in stresstul situations

Concern in the paddling community is growing over the increased number of skilled
paddlers who are fatal victims of boating accidents.” The number of deaths among
experienced paddiers has risen from one or two & year to four In one weekend in 1986
The increase is cause for the paddiing community to explore the factors that contributed
to these deaths

The ACA's River Safety Task Force has examined those accidents since 1976 in
two excellent, but sobering publications available through the ACA Bookservice. As
outlined in The Best of the River Satety Task Force Newsletter and The ACA River
Safety Report 1082-1985, several alarming frends in the accidents are cause for
concern:

1. Misyniarnem-tlon of abllity can lead to paddiers atiempting rapids too ditticult
for their skills. A paddier can progress very quickly today through the progressior. of
intruction with the result that he can suffer gaps in experience, especially in self-rescue
or in recovery from potentially dangerous pinning situations. Paddlers are attempting
harder rapids earlier in their development when they are less able to understand what
can go wrong on the fiver and how to recover from it,

2. The nature of a familiat run or rapid has been altered by changing environmental
factors. Complacency with a rapid paddied many times in the past can lead to problerns
in reacting quickly 1o unexp hanges. Fi g water levels (from rain or dam
releases) can drastically atfect the character of a river, just as the presence of hazards
like toppled trees can create new dangers.

3. Equipment sffects a paddier's ability to perform safely, Higher-performance
equipment that 1s new to the boater can hinder his ability to paddle as effectively at
the outset, and the paddier needs a practice period in which to develop the necessary
skill and comfort with new equipment.

Inadequate equipment can also affect a paddier's performance. The absence of

full fioatation or adequate walls (in decked boats) can make recovery from a capsize
a difficult or impossible undertaking.
4. An inadequate support party can limit the efisctiveness of rescue operations
In the event of an sccident, Paddling alone or in parties of less than three boats Is
not recommended by the ACA. Paddling in 8 group increases the safety of all participants,
since more people can offer the security of efficient and faster rescues.

An has a responsibility to help develop solid paddling skills, but

- he must aiso address the noed for proper judgsment among paddlers, Safely in the

sport is based upon a paddier's ability to demonstrate solid judgement.
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" ooks like the rafts survived that last drop.’
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DEADLINE for the next newsletter is the 7th! Send material to Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033. ** NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS! **

Please type border-to-border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line. between paragraphs. This saves valuable space.
Photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of interest to paddlers are also welcome. Ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only.:
ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd NE,

Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Int. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to

submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Allen Hedden, 252-6167, so he can plan time on the agenda.

Oct. 1 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Rob Kerr 1-889-6566

Leader's Choice  2-3, int. John Bell 977-0893 JAN ANp DAN BOONDOCK _
Broad 1-2, trained beginner Ed Schultz 266-3734 w NG
2 Something Else  2-3, intermediate Carol Mercer 373-6683 ) &
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Allen Hedden 252-6167 \
8 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Barry Hahn 252-9538 "
Chattooga 4 3-5, expert : Roger Nott 1-536-6923 i
9 Twilight Zone 2-3, intermediate - Mike Collier 1-967-2158
Ocoee . 3-4, very advanced Jim Silavent 587-1172
15 Etowsh 1-2, trained beginner Nancy Barker 874-8897 i
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Dan & Elise MacIntyre  252-9513 :
16 Wildeard 2-3, intermediate Gerard Aberson  971-5914 :
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Jerry Holladay  321-6946 |

Fri. 21 GCA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 7 PM AT ATLANTA WATERWORKS LODGE. ELECTION
OF OFFICERS, FILMS BY NOLAN WHITESELL, NOC, OTHERS. SEE ENCLOSED FLYER.

22 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Bruce Bishop 641-1542 e
Chattooga 4 3-4, expert Andy Warshaw (W) 455-8844 /

23 Full moon Metro Hooch run, class 1-2 Carol Mercer —  373-6683 YR
Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Rob Kerr 1-889-6566 / <\“

29 Wildeard 2-3, intermediate Ben Maxwell 953-3972 g N }\
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Jim Silavent 587-1172 % A

30 Lower Toccoa Fall Colors- class 1-2 Walter Howard 4223091 @DEAN 177), et - & I, &
Leader's Choice 2-3, intermediate Dewsy Tate 355-5826 S IR e ez 4 e
Halloween Wilcard 3-4, advanced Mark Levine 926-8683
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Greg Goant 1-615-344-2573

October- Lower Cenyon of the Rio Grand- 83 miles of scenic whitewater. Canoe camping for 7 days, Saturday to Saturday. This is a scenic class
2-3 tun. Anyone interested should call Howard Pitts at 1-409-866-4784.

Nov. 25, 26 & 27 - Okefenokee Paddling and Camping
December 2-4: Cumberland Island Camping. Call for details. Carol Mercer, 373-6683. Call Don Langford at (404) 324-3007

RENEWAL TIME — Gwen Bergen )

Once again it's dues paying time! The drive to renew memberships for 1989 will be kicked off at
the General Membership Meeting on October 21. You can save the club money and a lot of time and
hassles for both the membership chairman and treasurer if you renew at that' time. We're going
to introduce a new membership application form and a new renewal form in 1989, One significant
change is the addition of a Release of Liability Statement. This release is designed to protect
you, your fellow paddlers, and the GCA. We will also use the membership forms to learn more about
you and your paddling interests so the club can better serve those interests. Dues for 1989 remain
a low $18.00. Come prepared to renew on October 21, There'll be a membership table set up at
the meeting.

GCA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS- Friday, October 21 at 7 PM, ATLANTA WATERWORKS LODGE. The meeting will open with a
potluck supper. Bring a main dish and a salad or dessert, enough to feed yourself and a few others. Bring serving spoons if needed. Beverages,
plates, cups and plasticware will be provided. No alcohol, please, it's against the Lodge rules. After dinner there will be a brief pause for
election of officers, and then MOVIES AND SLIDES FROM NOC, AND FROM NOLAN WHITESELL.

To get to the Lodge, first locate Bishop, an east-west connector between Northside Drive and Howell Mill Road in NW Atlanta. About midway,
Jjust east of the reservoir, turn north on Reservoir, park where you see the cars with boats on them, and walk north to the Lodge at the end of
the road. Don't park on Green St. east of the Lodge, or they may tow your car. --Ed.




LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROPOSED —— Gwen Bergen
The Executive Board has proposed a new Life Member Class.

a change in the dues structure, the
memberships would be available, to

A Life Member would

member receives protection from any

contribution to the

on the invested capital.
and the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association,

individuals only,

members of the club must vote on the proposal.
for a one time dues payment of $200.00.

As a lifetime membership would involve

The lifetime

be entitled to all GCA member benefits for the rest of his/her life. The

club.

offer life memberships.

future dues increase, and the satisfaction of making a major

The club saves time and money on handling renewals, and earns income
Many other clubs, such as the Sierra Club, American Canoe Association,
The GCA's regular annual

membership dues and benefits will not be affected in any way by the new life membership category.

Annual membership dues will remain at $18.00.
at the October 21 meeting.

Bergen at 993-2336 or Ed Schultz at 266-3734.

This life membership proposal will be voted on
Should you have any questions about the proposal, please call Gwen

Saturday, August 27, 1988

Harsh words fly about Rabun airport proposal

By Jane M. Anderson
The Times, Gainesville,GA

CLAYTON — About 150 people
showed up at a meeting this week
on the feasibility of a proposed air-
port here, but most comments con-
cerned. a controversial site being
studied for the facility.

As they have for months now,
opponents voiced their concern
about the environmental impact of
a proposed $5 million airport near
the wild and scenic Chattooga
River, where the Burt Reynolds
movie '‘Deliverance’ was filmed.

The river cuts a border between
Rabun County, in the northeastern
tip of Georgia, and Oconee County,

S.C., in the northwestern tip of that
state. The Chattooga is a favorite of
whitewater canoeing enthusiasts.

A site about a mile from the river
is one of six being considered in a
six-month, Tederally funded study
on the feasibility of an airport here.
Opponents said erosion caused by
construction of an airport would
harm the river. The study will in-
clude a look at the environmental
impact, officials said.

“We dori’'t want the river dam-
aged either,"’ said C.B. Fair, a mem-
ber of the airport committee. *‘We
hope we made it clear to people that
the Chattooga site has not yet been
selected.”

Others were opposed to an air-

port in Rabun County altogether.

“We can’t maintain the roads we
have, much less build an airport,”
said Audrey Cornelius of Clayton, a
member of the environmental ad-
vocacy group, Friends of the Moun-
tains.

Mrs. Cornelius said she believed
financing the aiport would be a bur-
den on Rabun County taxpayers
and that it wouldn't offer much
benefit to the county, which bases
its economy on a tourist industry.

Fair disagreed with Mrs. Corne-
lius. .

“‘Anairport’simpact onthe econ-
omy would be far-reaching,” he
said. *‘It would enhance tourism
and bring new industry. There area

growing number of people who are
accessing the airways of our coun-
try. It’s a more mobile population.”

Fair added that he believes the
feasibility study will show the need
for an airport in Rabun County and
that the county can afford it.

But airport opponent Bruce Hare
of nearby Westminster, S.C., said,
“‘Only about 12 people have said
they would leave their planes there
(in Rabun County), and eight of
those are antique planes with no
practical business application. And
at a proposed cost of $5 million, it's
not worth it.”’

Jay Dresser, a professional air-
port engineer and technical adviser
to the airport committee, contra-

dicted Hare and said there were 15
aircraft owners promising to use a
Rabun County airport. In addition,
he said the feasibility study would
show what other itinerant traffic
would use the facility.

Other factors to be addressed by
the feasibility study — which is
scheduled to be completed in March
1989 - are economic impact. the
number of commercial users who
travel to Atlanta for service and
industrial potential, Dresser said.

Another public information
meeting will be held in November,
and the study consultant — Asso-
ciate Consulting Group of Decatur,
Ga. —should have narrowed poten-
tial airport sites to two locations.

EDDY LINE MAILING —
As many of you know
gsince February.

saving helps us hold off raising our dues as postage costs continue to rise.
required to prepare the EDDY LINE for mailing, and we need help.

get the work done.

mail the EDDY LINE.

Hedden, Ed Schultz, Polly Prater, Jay Harrell, Rhett Smith, Doug Klaucke, Marcie Schultz,
Josh Nichol, Oreon Mann, Carol Mercer, Louise Martin, Paula Storey, and

McGilvary,
Andy Warshaw.

Brad Nichol,

Gwen Bergen

the club has used a third class, pre-sorted mail category for the EDDY LINE

By using this mail category the club saves over $2,000 a year in postage.
However, more work is
It takes only about and hour to

This

With all the writing, editing, and printing schedule adjustments that upset
deadlines we usually have only a days notice as to when the EDDY LINE will be ready to mail.
Due to this short notice I need to develop a list of people who are willing to be called to help
Please call me, Gwen Bergen, at 993-2336 if you are interested in helping.
Many thanks to the following for their help in mailing the EDDY LINE this year: Mark Levine, Allen

Susan

FALL ELECTION — 1989 OFFICERS

The following slate of officers has been selected by the Nominating Committee and approved by

the Executive Board. They will be voted on by the general membership at the Fall General Membership

Meeting on October 21, 1988, at the Atlanta Waterworks Lodge.
Ron Towe

President Allen Hedden Vice President
Secretary Doug Klaucke Treasurer Ed Schultz
Newsletter Editor Gary DeBacher Cruisemaster Carol Mercer

Jim Flemister
Nolan Whitesell
Roger Nott

Training Director Kayak
Director at Large
Director at Large

Training Director Canoe Mark Levine

Immediate Past President Andy Warshaw
Director at Large Wayne Gentry
Director at Large Steve Thomas

Ed Roper pointed to the Sawtooth Range barely visible to
our right from the single engine Cherokee somewhere over the
River of No Return Wilderness. The normally clear Idaho air was
filled with smoke from August forest fires but they did not
obsecure my view of this big empty (except for trees and mountains)
wilderness. Ed was guiding a Canyons Incorporated 6 day trip on
the Main Salmon River and our destination was the Corn Creek "put in"
near North Fork, Idaho. Our group consisted of 5 guides and 21 guests.

WiLrLiaM S. KERR
ATTORNEY AT LAW

APPOMATTOX, VIRGINIA 24522

Joining Canyons as guest open boat guide was Nolan Whitesell.
Nolan's job was to see to it that the 10 open boaters made the
90 mile run to Riggins and perhaps learned a little technique on
the way. Other than a Dagger, ME and an old Sunburst the open
boaters were paddling one of Nolan's Piranha's. Nolan's remarkable
paddiing skill combined with his versatile boat gave all of us a
charge, anticipating the challenge and learning experience that
lay ahead. There were also 4 kayaks, a C~l1 and a sport yak and
four rafts (one paddle raft).

D winTER
1 fP 1AoDLERS!
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LEAVE
Home
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YGuive To
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ANXIETY ATTACK.

pewN'T YoU EVER
WORRY ABOUT

Les and Susan Bechdel own and operate Canyons Incorporated,
headquartered in McCall, Idaho. Both were formerly with the
Nanathala Outdoor Center and Les is a Co-Author of River Rescue.
Les has assembled a fine staff of guides who all have tremendous
paddling skills and were willing to let you try your hand at the
oar raft, the paddle raft or the Canyon's kayak; you could also
"lay back" and ride and believe me the scenery was great.

REEWAY? WHAT

PRAIN MY PINKIE,

AT

P

Rick, Gail and David Thompson met me in Boise and we had
the thrill of seeing 15 or 20 miles of the North Fork of Payette
River on the way to McCall. A wild class 4-5 river that, by the
way, Nolan jumped on after our trip. I think he got those western
decked boater's attention. Anyhow, Rick and I stopped to look at
so many "drops" that we ran out of beer before we arrived at McCall.
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If you are interested in a wilderness river experience with
a great outfitter, I recommend this trip on the main Salmon or
the Middle Fork trip. Les is fairly certain to have a Middle Fork
permit by next season. The main Salmon is rated a Western IIIL
(big waves and holes not too many rocks) with a couple honest 4's,
Salmon Falls and Big Mallard. Current flow is strong and water
quality 1s outstanding. We observed strict regard for the environment
(left nothing but footprints) and enjoyed a compatible group with
great food prepared by "Buck" Bechdel and his guides. I had hoped
for a trout dinner. I could see the trout in the clear cold water
but we couldn't seem to catch many. The days were warm and the
nights cool with low humidity, quite a change from August in
Virginia.
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$TALES FROM REAL LIFE.
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December 1957

Paddiers’ News Bulletin

PERCEPTION SADDLE FOR OPEN CANDE. CLOSED _CELL FOAM PADDED, WITH YAKIMA FOOT BRACES. READY FOR INSTALLATION. $60.
---Call Jim, 587-1172

FOR SALE: Blue, Perception Dancer Kavak, used
completely outfitted including (air bags, spray
paddle, helmet, and life jacket) purchased December
kayak stored in doors. Contact Tony Reeves at
9398895,

FOR SALE: Perception Dancer XT, Perception paddle, flotation, two spray skirts and

Yakima TLC saddle. All equiptment in very good condition. Moved must sell.$515.
Call 1-205-792-5271. « *

twice,
skirt,
1987,
(404)

The AWA: We're getting older and better
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w Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my
tax-deductable contribution of $15 ($18 Canada, §25 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater
resources and promote river safoty.

Old dog...
New tricks

For over 30 years, the American Whitewater Affiliation has promoted
Tiver _safewd whitewater recreation. Qur semi-monthly journal,
American tewater, was the country's first whitewater publication.
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Address:

Mall to Marge Weaver, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067

But despite our years, the AWA is bursting with youthful energy. We're
providing the cutting edge in national opposition to the small-hydro
menace that threatens our whitewater resources. The AWA Safety
Code, updated in 1987, remains the standard by which river safety is
measured. And American Whitewater, featuring an improved design
and exciting ‘articles and photography, continues to cover the whitewa-
ter boating scene exclustvely.
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RIVERSIDE SCENERY LDVED‘ TO DEATH BY THOSE WHO OWN IT

The scenic values which make rivers beautiful do not stop at the
banks. Far from it, the rocks, beaches, bluffs, but especially the
trees, shrubs and plants are an integral part of the beauty of our
rivers. From a more prosaic viewpoint, riverside vegetation also
protects the banks from erosion, helps damp runoff, and filters water
which will eventually be used for drinking by downstreem communities.

Does it surprise you to learn that there are almost no limits in
Georgia law on what streamside landowners can do with the vegetation
under their control? Since it is their right to do what they wish
with their land, they don't have to do what is right with regard to
the natural and human community. So through a trick of the English
language, two rights make a wrong, through ignorance, inadvertance,
or selfishness.

I'm not going to talk further about the larger despoilers of
streamside vegetation, timber harvesting, farming, industry or major
developers. In many ways these forces have larger effects on water
quality, erosion and flooding, but their motives are easier to
understand, since they simply regard streamside vegetation as a raw
material or as a renewable nuisance. Instead I want to talk about
Eﬁople who are hacking up the river environment piecemeal because

ey love to live there: first and second homeowners on our rivers.

Riverside homebuilding may cause relatively little pollution or
erosion, but it is the biggest single cause of degradation of scenic
values on north Georgia rivers. Folks buy lots on the most beautiful
sections of river they can find, and then to make it easier to know
and love the river, they put their homes as close as possible to the
bank, or they cut down most of the trees and shrubs between them and
the river, maybe planting a nice lawn to achieve a more suburban
effect. Most homebuilders do not consider what will happen if their
neighbors across the stream do the same: everyone ends up looking at
one another's cabin and yard, instead of the pristine river scenery
they came to appreciate.

What are we striving for? If riverside landowners could see that
there is a golden rule involved here, "Leave your land looking the
way you want your neighbors' land, and all streamside land, to look,"
then we have a basis for exercising restraint. Several GCA members
own riverside lots, and making allowance for their situations, they

have shown more restraint than most. It would help if streamside
landowners were also canoeists, and had paddled some wilderness
rivers, to help them see beyond the narrow view from their own lot.
There are several approaches to protecting north Georgia rivers
from urwise development. The State can simply buy the entire river,
as with the Amicalola, but this costs so much that it is obviously

out of the question. We can Eass laws telling owners what not to do_

with their streamside land. lots of luck! A very reasonsble law
simply telling owners not to push dead trees and stumps into the
river was easily defeated. We can offer scenic easements, through
which owners receive a tax break in exchange for agreeing to leave
streamside land in a nearly natural state. This has been effective
elsewhere, but landowners don't have to accept the arrangement, and
it would take a massive effort by the legislature and DNR to get
enough easements in place to make a difference. In a few cases,
large tracts along streams like Taling Rock are owned by companies
like Georgia Power, who might be asked not to sell the land for
development, or to epcumber it with scenic easements if it is sold.

All this takes time, and requires working with legislators or
other forees beyond our control. A quicker and more direct way of
reaching landowners is needed. One approach tried with some success
along some eastern seacoasts is to prepare a simple pamphlet on
vacation home development. Such pamphlets stress in general and
specific terms how restraint and wise planning can preserve both
scenic and property values. I've got a pretty good one for rivers
written in my head.

Printing needn't cost that much; we're talking about just a few
thousand owners who need to be reached initially. I would prefer to
see DNR publish the pamphlet, because folks might listen a little

better if the state goverrment is talking. Or the Georgia Conservancy

could do it. If worse comes to worse, GCA could do it. We can see
who needs the pamphlets from the river, but maybe wrapping them
around rocks to effect delivery is urwise. On critical rivers like

Talking Rock, we could throw in a free year's membership and canoeing

lessons as an inducement to listening.

One thing is certain: if things go on the way they are now, most
north Georgia rivers will suffer tragic degradation. So far, nobody
in Georgia has a working solution to this problem.  -—-Ed.

Tip of the Month (irninghan cance c1us's Aficat)

This month’s tip was originally the idea of Philip Foti. Philip
demonstrated it at the River Rescue Workshop ‘and'it worked
very well. So well that the NOC instructor who conducted the
workshop, plans to incorporate it into their course.

Most people think that a decked boat is better than an open
boat for rescuing swimmers. However using the following techni-
que, open boats are just as effective as decked boats if not
superior.

Rather than the swimmer trying to hold onto the stern of the
canoe or onto the gunwale near the center, try an intermediate
position midway between the stern and the center of the canoe.
The paddler of the canoe maintains an upstream ferry toward
a safe bank. The swimmers feet need to be raised. They will float
downstream and alongside the canoe very naturally. With the
swimmer in this position, the paddler has a surprising amount

WARNING! The swimmer must stay on the upstream side
of the canoe to avoid the possibility -of-being pinned between
the canoe and a rock. If the paddler is forced to change the direc-
tion of the ferry toward the other bank, the swimmer must
change sides of the canoe to stay on the upstream side. Being
on the upstream side of the canoe has one other advantage: the
swimmer is somewhat protected from shallow rocks by the canoe.

Obviously all of this might be hard to explain to a swimmer
in the heat of the moment. I recommend trying it a few times
both as paddler and as swimmer to get the feel before trying it
in an emergency.

If this sounds far fetched to you, you’re not alone. I felt the
same way when 1 first heard it, but after trying it, I'm convinc-
ed. I’d rather be rescued by an open boat if the paddler knew
this method of rescue.

of control and power in making the ferry, Ken Burst
Join the Georgia Conservancy Today
Yes, I wish to support The Georgia Conservancy as a Member,
— Contributor only (I prefer not to receive the newsletter). MEMBERSHIP CLASSES
0O Gold Cambiumt ... $1,000 or more
Name O Silver Cambiumf ... $500 or more
01 Bronze Cambiumt .. $250 or more
Address ODONOE v.vvvieeannns $100 or more
. D Sustaining ......ccvvvinieenen $70
city County State Zip O Nonprofit organizalion e $ 40
Phone: Home Work: OFamily ...........0 ... 840
O Individual* ........... ... $25
Occupation 1 O Retired ........... Ceeernenses $ 15
(Students: Please give school name and class) O Student* ............. U $15
Contributions are tax deductible. Please make check payable to: The Georgia I}?e‘;a},'-f;;{,"'/"ﬁ 22;?;,9::’:{:;;,,.;65 cover
Conservancy, 8615 Barnwell Rd.; Alpharetta, Georgia 30201. individuals and/or families.
Atlanta Office Phone: (404) 642-4000 I/WE ENCLOSE $ .
Coastal Office: 711 Sandtown Road, Savannah, GA 31410 (912) 897-6462
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MY SUMMER VACATION
Jon David Forrester

Now that summer is ending and school is beginning I'd like to
share my summer job (and vacation) with you. I had a job that any river
runner would love to have and the place of my employment was in a white-
water paradise. The whitewater paradise is Happy Camp, California, and the
job is river ranger for the Klamath National Forest.

Happy Camp, a logging community of about a 1000 people, 1is
located right in the middle of the Northern California mountains, about 30
miles from the Oregon border. This is "bigfoot" country, full of mountains,
valleys, streams, gold, mountain lions, and designated wilderness areas.

It is also 71 miles from Happy Camp to the nearest stop-light. But what
Happy Camp lacks in culture it makes up for in whitewater. I dare say that
during certain times of the year Happy Camp has the best whitewater in the
country.

Within an hour of HC there are 6 major whitewater runs (adequate
water is usually found from late September to late June) and three of these
runs are on wild and scenic rivers. Running through HC is the mighty Klamath.
The Klamath is a wild and scenic river with a year-round flow (it ranges
from a @rand Canyon-like 30,000 cfs in the winter to a summer flow of about
3,000 cfs). It has miles and miles of runnable water sultable for everything
from canoe camping to closed-deck playing. In one 5 mile river section I
found 7 surf waves and 5 ender spots. It was reported that one kayak in-
structor surfed the "ultimate wave" for 30 minutes. Well, I know that
sounds like a long time, but I did see my friend and permanent river ranger,
Dave Payne, surf the wave for 12 minutes. Not a bad wave. I have seen Bald
Eagle, Osprey, Peregrine Falcon, Deer, Bear, Mink, Otter, and Heron on the
river. The Klamath also seems like a great squirt river, with deep currents
and strong eddylines. In general the Klamath is a beautiful river with
something to offer everyone.

Go about 30 minutes from HC and you get to 3 "creeks" which really
qualify as small rivers. Elk and Indian creek have fun and long class 3.
rung. Clear creek has a class 4-5+ and class 3 run. All these runs are
isolated and you feel like you are on a wilderness run. really beautiful!

When you go an hour on either side of HC you come to the Scott
and California Salmon rivers. They are both wild and scenic with class 3-4
and 4-5 sections. They are fantastic runs.

When you travel 2-4 hours from HC you are able to choose from these
rivers. The McCloud-a glacier-fed, crystal-blue river. Continuous class 3,
it has the only 2 mile class 3 rapid I have ever run. It 1s also the home
of the Hearst (as in Patty) summer cottage. The best way I can describe it
is a mix of Duke University and Hansel and Gretel. The Rogue~a world-class,
wild and scenic river. Beautiful. The Trinity-a great river with open canoe
and closed-deck sections, It also has Burnt Ranch gorge, a class 5+ run.

It has been ealled e towuzhest commercially run plece of water in California.
Tt is the toughest 1've done and has probably ended my C-1 career, but that
story can wait for another EDDYLINE. Now quickly-Box Canyon-class 3-4,

Upper Klamath-Oregon » class 44+, The Smith-wild and scenic, class 3 to b.
The Applegate-class 3. v

Well, I have not covered all the riverg inthls area but I think
you get the picture. If you are interested in visiting this area of the
country or would like to work as a river ranger feel free to contact me.
See you on the river. Jon David Forrester- phone 945-0601.

FOR SALE-C-1's. My knees are gone! Qyromax w/bags + skirt. $275 or trade for
kayak. Superbat w/skirt. An Ultrasports (super quality) w/epoxy, kevlar, and
vacuum-bagging. $475. Torrent XL C-2. Same Ultrasports quality. Used, not
abused. $400. Jon David Forrester 945-0601

For Sale: Mohawk Tandem Canoe. Split bags, 2 paddles. 1 year old; very good condition.
$475.00.... Call Dirk after 6PM (404) 929-0385.

TR SALT: Blue Hole BCA Black with Wood Trim, Saddle (Three Seat) and Block

Asking $550 food Condition for a Veteran Call Tom 2637837
Also Vad River W, Paddled on Three Coniinents,With Saddle $450
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LOWER YCUGH HARDBOAT QUOTAS This is reprinted from the CCA Cruiser to stimulate

thought about probable regulations on our own Nantahala and

Ocoee rivers. The Nantahala and the Yough are running neck

and neck for the honor of busiest recreational river, kind of like

Hartsfield and 0'Hare airports. --Ed.

NANTAHALA, August 20, - Trip Coordinator: Barry Hahn
It was not just another trip. Tt was the Gala. Differences include: leaving home at
5:30 a.m. rather than 7 a.m.; arriving at the Pied Piper campground in time to enjoy seeing

There has lately been a lot of campfire
conversation about the crowded conditions on
the lower Youchiogheny River. Larry Adams,
Superintendent of Chiopyle State Park has

nearly 100 friends before departing for our separate trips; returning for a barbeque dinner
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; watching several daring individuals square dancing to such numbers as
the "Duck'"- quack, quack, quack, quack; Quack, Quack, Quack, Quack; wiggle, Wiggle, WIGGLE;
more good conversation; and then to think back on all the fun times earlier that day and in
years past with the GCA on so many, many wonderful occasions. Yes, the Gala is something special.
Oops! 1 almost forgot the trip. The Gala also means more than the usual number of families.
We were so blessed on this trip. Also there seem to be more than the usual number of first-—
timers. This makes for a more exciting trip for the coordinator, but it allows one to make
even more GCA friends. This was a wonderful day from beginning to end and the trip was one of
the most enjoyable for me. Thanks to Rodrigo Navarro for handling sweep, and to several others
for being safety support for the trip. Participants were: 0C-3 Bill, Faith and B. (four yrs.);
0C-2 Jeff and Cayenne (seven) Engel, Mike and Bob Trask; 0C-1 Becky Engel, Rodrigo Navarro,
Margaret Baudet, Ed Boyette, Charles Boyette, Stan Landers, Jerry Holladay, Alec Lang, and
myself; K-1 Rob Zelski and Hank Baudet. Our trip went without a hitch. Thanks to everyone for
an enjoyable day.
A few words about our youngsters. B. Mann is a four year old blond-haired boy who enjoys
paddling from the middle of his parents Explorer. He has a spiffy helmet and on our two trips
he has had no problems. I have enjoyed several trips with his father Bill before the family had
joined him. T have since met Faith who is B's mommy. Cayenne Engel and her father Jeff have
also paddled with me on two occasions. The other being a trip on the Upper Hooch. Cayenne is
an excellent paddler in the bow of a tandem canoe. I can recall her father giving such commands
as: draw, off-side draw, etc. And, I can tell you she knows how to execute such strokes.
Watch for this father and daughter team in the Southeastern races in the near future. This was my
first opportunity to meet Becky Engel who is her mommy. A family that paddles together has my
admiration.
My big thrill was to be asked to ferry across the river with Kent Ford in the front of my
saddle. To be in the same boat as the short open boat national champion was a thrill. Yes,
it was a Gala with many memories. With a couple of trips each month until spring, I hope to
keep the dreams of wonderful times alive until the Extravaganza.

September 4, 1988 Leaders Choice - Class II-III. Laura Jordan scheduled the upper Hooch for
this trip and only three boats registered. She asked me to lead it for her, so I met Kathy Overby
and Marty Dyche (0G2) and Rodrigo Navarro (0Cl) at the Ga. 115 bridge. We ran shuttle and then we
had a fine river run. The gauge read 2.2 feet and we all enjoyed having real water under our
boats. Although it drizzled and/or rained during most of our trip, the day was warm enough so the
rain was no problem to us. We missed you, Laura. Nancy Barker - Trip Leader.

OCOEE RIVER, Sat., Sept. 17, 1988 - We had a warm drizzly day in the wake of hurricane Gilbert and
found the river pleasantly uncrowded, which was a real treat at the play spots, Nancy Barker brought
her Scamp,Stan Landers paddled his orange Otter, and I ran my OCA. Between the three of us we had 43
years of continuous GCA membership, all the more remarkable because none of us ever seem to get any
older! Nancy's daughter Marian, a frequent K-1 paddler on GCA trips in the early and mid 1970's, now
lives with her husband and family in Wisconsin, is a nuclear physicist (PhD), and is about to make
Nancy and Dan grandparents for the 5th time! We had a fine trip on a great river! Roger Nott

For Sale: 1 red Perception Sabre, 3 yr. old, $250. 1 sprayskirt, large, Seda, blue, $20

2 Noah Japé C-1's, 1 red, very good condition, $250, and 1 yvellow, you fix it, $50. sprayskirts
included. 1 large Harrishock drysuit, red and yellow, rear entry, $125. Fantasy of the month:
will trade Hydra duet C-2 for low-volume C-2 in good condition; bow right cockpits preferred.
Call Peter Elkon at 404-373-7535

FOR SALE: MOHAWK SCAMP, Whitsell Designed solo white water play boat, good condition
with Perception saddle and air bags, $400.00, Jerry Holladay, 288-0077, 321-6746

FOR SALE: SUNBURST GT FULLY OUTFITTED WITH BLUE HOLE END BAGS, SADDLE, KNEE
PADS, D-RINGS AND EYE STRAPS. MONTH OLD $975 (615)339-3206 Tim

TRAVELING FOR THE HOLIDAYS? Why not carry a canoe or two and let me ray for
your gas? I need to deliver boats to many different areas and would like to

responded to complaints with a five~page
letter directed to 22 canoe clubs, liveries,
and river activists. :

Because of its length, the Cruiser will
serialize the Adams chronical beginning here
with the first question he raised and at-
tempted to answer: Is there a problem with
hardboater use patterns on the Yough? Bear
in mind that the views in this articie are
Adams', and not necessarily those of CCA.

Hardboater use increased approximately 15%
over the last five years, mostly on Saturdays
and Sundays in July and August. It's been
erratic throughout the year——'way down in
Rpril and May, steady in June, record break-
ing increase of more than 30% in July, down
slightly in August, steady in September.
(1987 figures)

Capacity days between 1980 and 1984, two.
Two more in '85; four in '86; six in '87.
Until August 31, 1986 the capacity days did
not exceed the small measure of flexibility
routinely permitted in enforcing boating
quotas. There were no turn aways and few
boaters were aware the quotas had been
reached.

On August 31, 1986, for the first time
there were significantly more (70 over quota)
hardboaters at the Launch Area than the

hardboat guota would permit on the river., At
the same time it was clear that there was
enough unused capacity in the inflatable
quota to accammodate the 70 extra hardboaters
who were on hand. In order to gain first-
~hand knowledge about the possible effects of
exoeeding the hardboat quota, the additional
boaters were permitted to enter the river as
if the quota had not been reached. The
result was outpouring of camplaints and
horror stories from all segments of the
boating public and even cnlookers watching
from the shore. Congestion, lack of
courtesy, potentially dangerous behavior, and
an heightened animosity between various
groups of boaters was rampant, even though
the total boater quota was not exceeded.
Based on this and past experiments with
inflatables, it was abundantly clear that
each boater segment must be held to its
individual quota in order to preserve a
quality experience and reasonable level of
safety while running the river. (Note: CCA
questions this conclusion. The Gauley ard
New accomodate far greater nunbers of
kayakers and canoeists. -Ed.)

In 1987, Launch Area personnel were
instructed to monitor hardboat numbers
carefully and to turn away those who exceeded
the quota, just as we had been doing to both
guided and unguided inflataples since the
Nineteen Seventies. As a result there were
six capacity days for hardboats in 1987 (four

in July and two in Angust), and four of these

resulted in anywhere fram a handful to as
many as 20 or 25 boaters not being permitted
to run the whole river.

throughout the day at their leisure has been
an ever growing problem, resulting in
unacceptable levels of congestion at the
Launch Area, on the river, and at the
Take-out. This problem increased
substantially this past summer because of the
fear of not making the quota. Second, there
is trend towards more open canoes and one or
two~person inflatables on the river, and this
trend is having a samewhat negative impact on
congestion, and courtesy among boaters.
Third, I suspect that July's heavy use was
probably aggravated to some degree by
widespread drought. (To be continued).

What Is The Problem With Weekend Loop Use?

The whitewater boating requlations for
the "Lower Yough" have always included a
provision prohibiting all Loop use before
3:00 p.m. on weekends and holidays, May
through September. The reason for this
regulation is to help reduce congestion while
still ailowing as many boaters as possible to
utilize the river. The principal is based on
the reqular launch schedule ending in mid
afternoon and the Loop portion of the river
clearing of traffic shortly thereafter. As a
result it becomes feasible to allow addi-
tional boaters to utilize the Loop during the
late afternoon and evening hours without
having an adverse impact on earlier, full
trip river traffic. Because these boaters
are not ccunted in the day's quota, several
hundred additional boaters often can utilize
the river that would not otherwise have been
permitted. When Loop traffic is permitted
before the regular launch schedule winds down
in mid afternoon, those boaters must be

counted as part of the normal quotas in order
to prevent an unreasonable level of
congestion on The Loop portion of the river.
Allowing hardboaters to use the Loop before
3:00 p.m. would deprive a substantial number
of boaters the opportunity to make the whole
river trip and also would reduce usage on The
Loop in late afternoon and evening when usage
on the portion of the river is at a
relatively low level,

The difference this year is that while
the 3:00 p.m. Loop rule had routinely been
enforced with inflatables since the late
Seventies, hardboaters had not been reaching
their quota; and therefore, those wishing to
run The Loop were allowed to do so because
their doing so did not deprive other waiting -
hardboaters of the opportunity to the whole
river. When hardboaters began to routinely
exceed their quota early this summer, it
became necessary to enforce the 3:00 p.m.
Loop rule for hardboaters as well as for
inflatables."

Several additional observations are also
relevant to the situation. First, as
hardboat use the grown, the practice of
allowing hardboats to filter onto -the river

take advantage of any boaters traveling to other states this fall. If you're
planmning a trip, call me well in advance so we can try to set something up.
Nolan Whitesell, 325-5330.

PERCEPTION DANCER - used 6 times - like
new - paddle - helmet - PFD - sprayskirt -
complete - $650.00 452-3273(w) 537-6233(h)



