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FOR BSALE: Wildwater Decked C-2 "FLU 2", Built by Watauga Laminates. Winning
boat design in the 1986 Pre-Worlds. Five months old. $500. Need to sell,
Outfitted, ready to paddle. ALSO FOR SALE: Wildwater Decked C-2 "Centaur",
Cheap - $125. Martin Bay - 395-7317 or John Pinyerd - 993-3678.

The

FOR SALE: RIKEN FUNYAK, 2 PERSON SELF BAILING WHITEWATER BOAT (ORIGINAL COST $875.)

EXCELLENT CONDITION. CALL CHARLES REZAK, DAYS 496-8643 or EVENINGS 296-8179 $575. e Mt POST OFFICE BOX 7023 « ATLANTA. GA 30357 e Seoemonr 1oms
WILL SWAP FOR SUNBURST OR WHITESELL SOLO CANOE IN EQUAL CONDITION : RGIALANOEING ASS INC. : ol. 28, No. eptember,

FOR SALE: - Slalom C-1, NOMAD "PRO-84". Excellent squirt design. Good !
Condition. $200. ALSO FOR SALE: Blackburn Designs canoe paddle. 56". §50. ]
Hardly used. Martin Bay ~ 395-7317.

WANTED TO BUY: ~SUNBURST OR WHITESELL S5QLO CANOE IN VERY GOOD CONDITION, FPLEASE :l DEADLINE for the next newsletter is thé 7th!  Send material to Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033, ** NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS! **
CONTACT CHARLES REZAK AT 496-8643 DAYS or 296-8179 EVENINGS. Please type border-to-border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line between paragrephs. This saves valusble space.
' Photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of interest to paddlers are also welcowe. Ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only.

Perception saddle $25. Wheels for canoe or kayak $40 or without straps $30. Why carry in or ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta,_GA 30357’_ﬂttn' menbership chairperson.
out of the Chatooga? Cedar Strip Canoe 16'. Has been used on the U. Hooch, M. Hooch, and NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd NE,

Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Int. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to

Broad a few times $550. Barry Hahn h252-9538, w573-7720. submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Allen Hedden, 252-6167, so he can plan time on the agenda. v
EDDYLINE LATE? If your Eddyline has not arrived by the 10th, contact GCA Secretary Ed Scultz. If only a few newsletters are late or missing,
Ed may mail backup copies. If many newsletters are late, we may all have to tough it out, getting schedule information from Ed or Gary DeBacher
\ (634-4651), being reasonable about how much time and information we expect over the phone. Bulk rate mailing worked well the first two months,
To order, just send $10.00 plus $1.00 postage per buckle to: but some April newsletters were quite late. Make full use of the extended trip schedule in the previous issue before you hit the penic switch.
t. 3 Hiwassee 1-2+, easy intermediate Dan MacIntyre  252-9513
GCA-BELTBUCKLE gk R e 2-3, internediate Andy Lyons 4821713
P.O. BOX 7023 w@s\” 4 Leader's Choice 2-3, int. Laura Jordon 1—803:236—8498
-3, int. i -912. -20
AILaA, G 2035 e T s e
Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Allen Hedden 252-616
10 Gilmer Co. Jump Trip, intermediate Jay Srymanski — 1-635-2727
Chattooga 3 or Wildeard. Advanced. Ben Maxwell 953-3972
. 11 Leader’s Choice 2-3, intermediate Laura Jordon 1-803-836-8498
S —— . ‘ Oc 34, very advanced Greg Grant 1-615-344~2573
GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC, . 0% 4 9 . YOUR ART CAN FILL THIS SPACE.
. o 4 17 Wildeard 2-3, intermediate Brenda Burnette 425-9671
5 Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Roger Nott 1-536~6923 This is Bill Buckley's favorite format,
18 Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Brannen Proctor  872-3014 ragged left, justified right. I'm tired
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Dewey Tate 355-5826 of running recycled cartoons in this
i s h R 1 _6683 space, and would welcome some real
GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOGIATION 2 il 53, Sovemediate Brace Bighep  6i1-1542 artwork. T would oottlo for original
P.O. BOX 7023 ‘ ' Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469 cartoons or nice photos. As Andy Warhol
BULK RATE . 28 Ocoee First Timer's Trip Mark Levine 926-8683 said, everyone gets to be famous for 15
ATLANTA, GA 30357 U.S. Postage 24-25 Cance Camping in north FL, south GA- call Don Larkford for details 1-324-3007 ’ minutes. Here's your chance.-Ed.
r i * i’AID B 25 Nantahala to L. Fontana. Intermediate. Gary DeBacher 634-4651 )
’ Atlanta, GA ! Oct. 1 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Rob Kerr 1-B89-6566
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Permit No. 660 Leader's Choice 2-3, int. John Bell 977-0893
’ | Broad 1-2, trained beginner Ed Schultz 266-3734
2 Something Else  2-3, intermediate Carol -Mercer 373-6683
Ocoee 34, very advanced Allen Hedden 252-6167
8 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Barry Hehn 252-9538
Chattooga 4 3-5, expert Roger Nott 1-536-6923
. 9 Twilight Zore 2-3, intermediate Mike Collier = 1-967-2158
I Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Jim Silavent 587-1172
) ‘/‘ 15 Etowsh 1-2, trained beginner Nancy Barker 874-8897
¥ October- Lower Canyon of the Rio Grand- B3 miles of scenic whitewater. Canoe camping for 7 days, Saturday to Saturday. This is a scenic class
: 2-3 run. Anyone interested should call Howard Pitts at 1-409-866-4784.

Nott, Roger & Beth December 2-4: Cunberland Island Camping. Call for details. Carol Mercer, 373-6683.

2335 Stephens Circle | For weekday Ocoee trips (Monday, Thursday, Friday) call Greg Grant, 1-615-755-4143 _
Gainesville, GA 30506 . ; , Call Rob Kerr for impromptu trips, 1-889-6566. *¥unnerful Wensday on Metro Hooch- call Gary DeBacher at 634-4651.
’ ‘ o : i Float the Unknown- call Exploration Chairman Roger Nott for exploratory trips after heavy rains (whatever those are!):1-536-5263 [Gainesvillel.

To volunteer to lead tri call Jim Silavent at 587-1172.
GCA GENERAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS- Friday, October 2T at 7 PM, ATLANTA WATERWORKS LODGE. The meeting will open with a

potluck supper. Bring a main dish and a salad or dessert, enough to feed yourself and a few others. Bring serving spoons if needed. Beverages,
plates, cups and plasticware will be provided. No alcohol, please, it's against the Lodge rules. After dinner there will be a brief pause for
election of officers, and then lots of slides, movies and video.

To get to the Lodge, first locate Bishop, an east-west connector between Northside Drive and Howell Mill Road in NW Atlanta. About midway,
Just east of the reservoir, turn north on Reservoir, park where you see the cars with boats on them, and walk north to the Lodge at the end of
the road. Don't park on Green St. east of the Lodge, or they may tow your car. ~--Ed.
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CHATTOOGA AIRPORT UPDATE

On June 22,1988, in Gainesville, Georgia, a meeting was conducted by the Southern Environ--
mental Law Center with representatives invited from the Georgia Conservancy, the Wilderness So-
ciety, American Rivers, Friends of the Mountains, the Georgia Canoeing Association, the Chattooga
Whitewater Shop. the American Whitewater Affiliation, the Sierra Club, the Jocassee Watershed
Coalition, Perception, Inc., Trout Unlimited, the South Carolina Wildlife Federation, and the
Piedmont Paddlers. The formation of a coalition to oppose Rabun County's proposal to construct
an airport on U. S. Forest Service land adjacent to the Chattooga Wild and Scenic River Corridor
was discussed and plans were made to meet with Forest Service representatives and with Rabun Coun-
ty officials on June 23 to discuss the groups' opposition to the Chattooga River site.

Some items of interest evolving from the meetings with the USFS and Rabun County officials:
1. The County would prefer to use USFS land for the airport site because it believes it would be
cheaper than privately owned land. It also does not want to take 270 acres of land out of the tax
base. The Forest Service, on the other hand, has indicated that the County would have to pay 5%
annually of the fair market value of the land under a special use permit, and that within five
years, the County make substantial movement toward a land exchange (all making the actual cost of
the land about the same as private land). -
2. The Federal Aviation Agency has notified the County that it would fund 90% of the airport if
the construction grant were awarded. The State of Georgia has indicated it would fund 5%, leaving
5%for the County. The State also has agreed to fund the access road.
3. The County believes the airport will cost about $3-5 million, based on an estimate by Reginald
Kurlin of the Associated Consulting Group. However, an airportrecently constructed in Cabarrus
County, North Carolina, on flat land cost $12 million. The County indicated it could not afford
its share, about $600,000, if the airport cost that much.
4. The County has looked at several sites and dismissed them for various reasons, such as land
cost (public vs. private land), lack of an instrument approach, too long an access road, etc. A
site near Joe Mountain on USFS land was dismissed because the USFS has already indicated that it
would not be feasible (Why didn't they saythat about the Chattooga site?).
5. The Gounty wants the airport in order to attract business and industry to the area to stim-
ulate the local economy. On the other hand, the County is not too happy with the rapid develop-
ment of second homes in the area and has expressed concernover having houses on every privately
owned mountain (and of course development of business and industry will not bring more mountain-
top homes to the area).
6. The Forest Service intends to require an environmental impact statement be prepared for the
Chattooga River site and has expressed serious doubt whether this can be done for the $59,000 in-
cluded in the study grant. When asked if he would stand by this decision, Kirby Brock of the USFS
said that as long as the Chattooga site was part of the proposal, his position would remain the
same .

On Suly 7, the GCA Executive Board took two actions related to the Chattooga airport site:
1. The Board voted to enter into the Chattooga River Coalition, and to limit the Club's financial
involvement to $1,000 initially.
2. The Board voted to contribute $100 to Bruce Hare of the Chattooga Whitewater Shop to help de-
fray the enormous expense he has incurred in spearheading the fight against the airport proposal.

A meeting has been scheduled to formally organize the Chattooga River Coalition, with the
purpose of opposing the airport proposal and protecting the Chattooga Wild and Scenic River Corri-
dor from this sort of intrusion.

Watch for future Chattooga Airport Updates in the Eddy Line.

Allen Hedden

FALL ELECTION - 1989 OFFICERS

The following slate of officers has been selected by the Nominating Committee and approved by .
the Executive Board. They will be voted on by the general membership at the Fall General Membership
Meeting on October 21, 1988, at the Atlanta Waterworks Lodge.

President Allen Hedden Vice President Ron Towe )
Secretary Doug Klaucke Treasurer Ed Schultz
Newsletter Editor Gary DeBacher Cruisemaster Carol Mercer

Training Director Canoe Mark Levine

Immediate Past President Andy Warshaw
Director at Large Wayne Gentry
Director at Large Steve Thomas

17th SOUTHEASTERN INTERCOLLEGIATE CANOE RACES

Western Piedmont Community College and the Blue Ridge Outing Club will hold the 17th Annual
Southeastern Intercollegiate Canoe Races on Saturday, October 1, 1988 on the Catawba River near
Morganton, North Carolina. The water level is regulated by Duke Power Company which assures an
adequate flow. Competition is limited to open canoes with competition in C-1 and C-2 in Down-
river and Slalom for both Intercollegiate and Open Classes.

For further information or entry forms, contact Bob Benner, Race Chairman, WPCC, Morganton,
NC 28655 (704) 437-8688.

Training Director Kayak Jim Flemister
Director at Large Nolan Whitesell
Director at Large Roger Nott

The basic figure-eight tie s
versatile and simple. In the greater
scheme of knots, it's just an overhand
knot with an added twist. An
overhand will do most of the things an
eight will do. The eight is easier to

Figure-EightOn A Bight~

A FIXED END LOOP KNOT

Figure-Eight”

A STOPPER

Why Knot?

untie after loading. In fact, all of the
loop and bend applications of the
eight can be performed by other more
sophisticated, application specific
knots. But, probably, no other single
basic tie configuration is so

by Bart Lee

successfully versatile. So, if your
busy schedule prevents your taking
more than one knot with you in your
riverine travels -- take the "eight."

Another fine lesson from the series by Bart Lee in the TSRA newsletter.

-
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Figure-Eight In The Bight~

A FIXED LOOP KNOT' ANYPME AN THE LINE

Single Bowline. InThe Bight”
GOOD KNOT WITH A BAD NAME
:FIXEg LOOP ANYWHERE ALONG THE LINE

FOR SALE: Heavy duty cance/kayak trailer with small old Honda T.;.t.:mcycle-
Great for single car paddling trips.$420.20 Wayne Owens 436-36i1




LOON TRIVIA SHEET

Did you know some of these interesting facts about our favorite northern bird? - GHATTR0GA e BENER o St m AN s e DG 2 e R W i e b bdid = A8 part of this weekend’s
Chattooga River Conservation Workshop and Festival, the GCA sponsored a
riverwide clean-up on Memorial Day. We provided bags to 45 paddlers who
pledged to pick up trash on all sections of the river from Earl’s Ford to Camp
Creek. Pruce Hare of the Chattooga Whitewater Shop provided rafts to all who
volunteered to clean. Ouwr group took the second half of Section III from the
unofficial  put—-in 2 miles upstream of Fall Creek to Highway 7é6. In rafts were
Elvin, dMancy and John Forest Hilyery Taka Nakaguchi, who was at Atlanta’s
English Learning Center and staying with the Hilyer familyj; Lauwren Smithj; Nancy

Loons have a salt gland under the skin above each eye which allows them to change their
body physiology from a fresh water to a salt water environment. They are powerful flyers.
Pilots have clocked them at 80 miles per hour. They are not powerful walkers. In fact they
have difficulty walking because their legs are positioned behind their balance point. They
have red eyes because of a red pigment in the retina which filters light & allows them to see
under water. Large gatherings of loons during the summer are a social preparation for migra-
tion. They are believed to spend their winters in waters along the southern Atlantic and

Gulf coasts and in the Pacific Ocean along the coast from Alaska to Baja. Heath; Larry Wheeler; and the husband and wife team of Tommy Taulor and
Loons are approximately 25" tall § weigh between 8 & 11 pounds & have a wing spread of Christiann Dykstra. I paddled my M.E. with Tommy and then NMancy Hilyer. The 76
5'. Male § female loons are identical in appearance. They may live for 20 years or more. Bridge gauge was at .9, but surprisingly we got through everywhere without
They build their nests within inches of the water. Reeds, grasses § muddy vegetation are used 1 scraping, although the going was slow. As is usual on this type trip, we became
in constructing nests. (Because of shoreline development nesting sites are gradually being i increasingly myopic as we went. Near the Pull only beer cans which jumped into
decreased.) Loons have 4 distinct calls. 1. The wail-the most frequently heard § is used ‘ the boat were garnered, The Pull at this low level is quite a thrill, as the
when a loon is temporarily separated from a chick or mate. 2. The tremolo-or ''loon laugh" first drop is greatly increased and more demanding of precise placement. Nancy
is an aggressive response given when a loon is disturbed by aboater or predator.3, The yodel- and I led the way, and the rafts followed aptly, squeezing through the second
is an aggressive response given only by the male during confrontation.4, A hoot-is a call of drop with only a few inches to spare. Afterwards we dined at the 0Old Clayton
curiosity or happiness. ‘ Inn and were hosted by Louise Dillard Caldron, who has undoubtedly fed more GCA
Loons are territorial birds and usually only one pair inhabits a lake. More then one | paddlers than any other restaurateur. A  few weeks later, this RRLIXBLANGE
pair may inhabit a very large body of water. A loon may live for 20 years or more. Humans notable sold her famous downtown Clayton restaurant. - Roger Nott
are a serious threat to loons through either intentionsal or unintentional harrassment. Air v
and land pollution threaten loon populations. ) ) : . . ,
. . . . ETOWAH_RIVER CLEAN-UP, Sat.. June 18, 1988 ~ In celebration of American Rivers
Loon chicks ride on their parents' backs so the adult can provide protection from Month we tugged and scraped our way down the river from Hwy. 9 to Castleberry
predators both above and beneath the water. It also allows the young to conserve energy and Bridge in about 8 hours, gathering a pick-up load of assorted goodies. We
body heat. Loons build their nests within inches of the water. Reeds, grasses and muddy concluded, as did the Chattooga crew a few weeks earlier, that Budweiser is
vegetation are used in constructing nests. (Because of shoreline development, nesting sites still number one with the litterers, although on this day’s trip, in BRill
are gradually being decreased.) A female loon lays one or two olive-green eggs in mid-May. Elliott country, Coors ran a close second. Despite the drought, we managed to
Loons have bones that are much denser than those of other marine birds, allowing them to get.t\“ain:d Jclr»u:)cm for r;mdhcu:r‘ Dltl tt;m g\ilrlthg gnddti:f d‘che t:‘?P 2ﬁdr h?d d"'l?\*‘E‘
. . - excitemen an  we wanted when Marty ill-advisedly drove his ~whee rive
dive to depths of 200 feet for five to ten minutes. vehicle to the river’s edge at the take—out. We shared our cooler full of beer

. and soft drinks, traditional to GCA clean-ups, with a pair of locals who
SAWYER OSCODA 16' FIBERGLASS CANOE, TRACTOR SEATS, DARK GREEN, USED TWICE. $290 | generously volunteered to haul our booty to the local landfill. Unexplainably
CALL M-F 9-5 351-2186 TONY ! everyone claimed he had a grand time, though we had gassed out well before

Castleberry Pridge and definitely had wished you all were there. The trash
brigade included Marty Dyche and Cathy Overby paddling tandem and Charles
Corbett, David and Ed BPouvette, Gary Plumlee, and me running solo. — Roger Nott

CHATTOOGA SECTION_ IV, Sun.. Julu 24, 1288 — It having rained 2" Friday, we were
pleased to have 1.32 on the downstream gauge. Chuck Purford, Jim Isaf, Dale
Johnson, and Jerry Juhl, each running solo opens, were running Section IV for

- the first time. Veterans Forte Rabb and Pen Fouts helped to set a good example,
and kayaker Charles Brewer paddled his Dancer. We surfed a good deal, took oue
time, and had more than the usual number of swims, though throw ropes were on
the money when they needed to be. All the newcomers had good runs at Corkscrew
and Sock "em Dog. Corkscrew’s eddy is now ominously dominated by a very large

) dead tree which recently fell there, nearly killing a raft patron. Most of  our

d crew topped off a superb day with a feast at the 0ld Clayton Inn, now sadly

without Lowise but continuing her tasty tradition. - Roger Nott (in my M.E.)

FOR SALE: Perception saddle - like new — $45.00. Call Bruce Lawson at 1-479-5017.

FOR SALE - NEAR WHITE WATER RAFTING ON THE NANTAHALA RIVER 18 ACRES OF VIEWS, SPRINGS, AND
STREAM, ALL WOODED ON GOOD ROAD $35,000 WITH OWNER FINANCING. CALL 1-800-642-5333
REALTY OF MURPHY, 517 PEACH TREE STREET, MURPHY, NORTH CAROLINA 28906

Land for sale: 1.25 acres in Coker Creek, Tennessee, south of Tellico River off hwy 68. Wild and remote, heavily
wooded steep slope facing northeast. Small stream, camping shelter with small wood stove. 4WD not necessary,
but need touch car and determination to get there. Asking $3500, will finance. Call Laura Jordon,

(from The Times of Gainesville) ssociate - N
R-a_-_‘—h - Note: The GCA uses ACA certified instructors : (803) 836-8498 (H) or (803) 234-6263 (W). -

iding the raplds in all our training courses, Not all comses da, ' _ A reminder.... WANT ADS ARE FREE TO PAID-UP GCA MEMBERS SELLING USED PADDLING-RELATED EQUIPMENT ONLY. Ads for "new" equipment, or things like

Chris Kenney, left, and John Hicks, both of Colquitt, paddle rapids on the Flint River during a I cabins, lots, rentals, bikes, sailboats, cars, etc., must include $5 for up to 2 lines, $10 for up to 5 lines. If you're not in the membership

canoeing class sponsored by Andrew College of Cuthbert. They found the going relatively easy. i directory, call me or clip and send your newsletter address. Type your ad if possible. Keep it short, single-spaced, across the full width of
the page. Please include all that you're selling in a single ad. Mail your ad before the 15th of the month to: Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle,
Decatur, GA 30033. Sorry, no ads taken on the phone. FREE ADS THAT DON'T FIT THIS FORMAT (5 lines or 7/8 inch vertically) WILL NOT BE RLN.




NANTAHALA, July 23 - Trip Coordinator Barry Hahn

It was a beautiful mild day. It had RAINED the night before. It is a miracle! This time I
had paddled with everyone who called. And, most showed at the put-in. I had a wonderful day.
Thanks to such a great group. We spent the first half of the trip among wall-to-wall rafts.
Nothing wrong with rafts mind you.

My main concern was to support our OC-3. Bill and Faith Mann brought along their very, very
handsome four-year-old son, Billy. As it happened, they did not need any help; but I wanted to be
prepared if there was a need. So, my special thanks to those who accepted safety and sweep posi-
tions. These special guardians for the trip were 0C-1 Nancy Barker, Polly Heyward, Hank Baudet,
and K-1 Harman Taylor. Also, thanks to Hank and Harman for having run the shuttle before I arrived.
It is hard to believe anyone would arrive before this early bird. However, some of us took the
long way. Others on the trip were Dottie and Rusty Zanders 0C-2.

What can you say about a trip where there were no swims, no hang-ups, and no rescues of any
kind. Horray, we had a good time! Thanks again gang! Let's do it again. If I had started at
Billy's age, I would have 49 more years experience. I think Billy had a good time. Afterward we
talked about plans for the Gala.

NANTAHALA, August 13, Trip Coordinator: Barry Hahn

It was a beautiful summer day. Eight of us drove to the Land of the Noonday Sun to enjoy the
day. The crew was experienced so we had a rather loose trip. As a matter of fact three of the
group passed me by about a mile above the falls when I stopped for a cold drink. Sorry about
that folks. Afterward, several of us had supper at River's End. That could have been the high-
light of the trip. We were there on the weekend of the intermediate clinic. We saw this
dedicated crew at Surfing Rapid. I was impressed with the size of the group. Surely, Ron Towe
did not start them off surfing? Just kidding.

Back to our experienced crew. Olisha Rezak K-1; Marty Dyches and Kathy Overby 0C-2;
Nancy Barker, Hank Baudet, Dave Richardson, David Collins, and myself in 0C-1 were the intrepid
Nothing to fear except the rafts and rafts and rafts. 1If you think of them as moving
Anyway it was a ho-hum trip. Thanks to Dave Richardson and

Thanks to Hank Baudet, Dave and Olisha for running probe. Thanks

Sorry that Rodrigo Navarro had thermostat problems with
Let us all pray for rain.

participants.
eddies, it is a lot more ‘fun.

Nancy Barker for running sweep.
to Hank and David for running shuttle.
his auto en-route. Thank the Lord for dam release rivers.

July 30, 1988,

Class I-II Wild Card:

Chattahoochee for our trained beginners' trip.
the river would not be too "pushy" for beginners and that they would have lots of practice

maneuvering their boats.
enough water to float canoes.
and out of '"rock gardens,

the trip.

though wc

We were correct.

The water was 1

We chose the Ga.115 to Duncan Bridge Road section of the
Since the water levels are minimal, we reasoned

y A gauge reading of 1.4 is hardly

However, our paddlers learned a lot about reading water, turning in
and how to push a stuck boat off rocks.
All managed to run Horeshoe, some more cleanly than others.
training instructors and to the beginners' follow through.
us as we were leaving Horseshoe.
are in a drought and 90° in the shade.

There was only one turnover on
Our compliments to their
A surprise severe thunderstorm caught
We were reminded of the importance of paddling jackets even

I recalled the Eddyline article (printed

several years ago) that debated the merits of staying in your canoce vs going ashore to wait out

the storm.

The author finally concluded it was best not to be in either spot!
fortunate to be untouched by the lightening popping all around.

the entrance to the shoals about 1/2 mile up river from Canoe Eating Rock.

the tree at low water.

At higher levels you'll probably choose to go around.

However, we were

There is a large tree down across

You can paddle under
My thanks to Barry

Hahn, Rodrigo Navarro, and Rusty and Dottie Zander for assisting with lead and sweep, and to all

the group as we helped one another down the river.

0C2s:

Dottie and Rusty Zander, Fay Woodard

and Allison Kelly, Hank and Brett Baudet, Cathy Overby and Marty Dyche, George and John Strain.

0Cls: John Stine, Barry Hahn, Rodrigo Navarro, Joe Wright, Judy Wright and me.

Trip Leader

Nancy Barker -

Nature requires man to protect environment

The Times, Gainesville, Georgia Sunday, June 19, 1988

THE REST OF THE NANTAHALA. Few people have had occasion to paddle the short section of moving river between Worser Wesser and Lake Fontana.
One reason is Worser Wesser, which is considered too hazardous to run on a routine basis. A second is the prospect of some lake paddling and
uncertainty shout a takeout. A third is a general belief that there is little worth seeing or paddling in this section.

We can first dispose of Worser Wesser, which is easily portaged by taking out at the NOC Pavilion and walking doan the RR tracks until one
comes to an cbvious landing on the river left rocks. Why not run Worser Wesser? It is not that it is so difficult; it is no more than a class 4
at normal water levels, according to some who have run it. The problem is that it is hazardous if you mess up: highly aereated water moving at
great speed over thinly covered racks. A hard place to roll and a real bruising swim. Probably many of us could run it with high reliability,
but it may be best not to set a style of doing so, because it would lead a lot of inexperienced paddlers to follow suit.

Most of you are aware that Worser Wesser is a man-made rapid. The Nantahala once began a broad meandering loop above Worser Wesser, and the
railroad company would have had to construct two bridges to span this meander. Instead they blasted a channel across the neck of the Ioop to
short-circuit the meander and send the river roaring straight northeast down a channel parallel to the railroad.

I portaged W alang the RR on an August Saturday and put in on a large pool roughly opposite a small waterfall. Entering an easy rapid close
downstream, I saw a large plateau of broken rack on the left, old enough to be partly covered by trees and vegetation. This must have been part
of the tock blasted out to make Worser Wesser. Downstream from there I found over a mile of easy rapids alternating with flattish sections. The
rapids were not without interest; there were some good eddies and surfing waves. Along the way I encountered a small NOC open boat class. They
often use this section to escape the heavy traffic on the upper river. There was also a fair amount of trash-which had floated down from the
upper river, but nothing better than rafting paddles.

The river broadened some on the way down, and the surroundings changed from the intimate, closed-in character of the upper river to more
open vistas. Where was the lake? If you've ever studied the topographical mep behind the counter at the NOC store, you know that the meximum
pool of Lake Fontana comes up very close to Worser Wesser. The vegetation told a different story. The banks were completely covered with
grasses, wildflowers, weeds and shrubs, and there were even full-sized trees growing bankside. At first there were even some maples and poplar,
which can tolerate only brief periods of flooding, but as I went downstream these gave way to sycamore, a much more flood- tolerant species.
The largest streamside trees became smaller, and signs of slumping and erosion gradually appeared. Some steeper banks were rather bare, but
there were numbers of younger sycamore seedlings and saplings, and occasional willows. Farther still, I saw bare trunks of saplings scattered
on the slopes, a clear sign that after a dry period of a fow years, TVA had raised the lake to catch floodwater.

About a mile down, there were some concrete bridge sbutments which must have once supported a small road bridge which must not have been too
old when Lake Fontana was filled in the 30s or 40s. The gorge narrowed the river and turned it rightward 90°. There were 2 or 3 more easy
rapids as the river widened again, but the dropping river had exposed the typical bere earth and rock barks seen everywhere on Fontana.

Lake Fontana looks the way it does because TVA keeps lots of unused capacity for catching floods. The vegetation pattern alang the lower
Nantshala shows that they have rarely had the lake near maximum pool in these past 10 droughtish years. Lakes like Lanier and Allatoona are
drawn down every winter to catch floods, and in normal summers are brought to near maximum pool so that bare banks are not exposed. Fontana's
management leaves it with an enormous bathtub ring, but a minor benefit is that that last mile plus of the Nantshala is fresflowing most of the
time, with live vegetation aleng the barnks.

Soon after reaching the lake, I found my take out on the south bank, and carried the C-boat up a dirt and gravel road at first too rough for
ardinary cars, and for a while too narrow for parking. I took it almost a half mile out and left it in the care of Nolichucky Expeditions.
Since they weren't going to the tap for a while, I started walking toward NOC, and was lucky to be given a ride by a local man who said he had
never gotten around to rafting the river.

In case a few of you are interested in seeing this section, I have scheduled a trip in late September. We will meet at the top at 8 AM
(ouch!) and run shuttle to the Fontana takeout. Those who don't care for the short portage and extra mile can get free ghuttle from NOC. -—-Ed.

" FuEST coo |

The earth provides.

It is a wondrous arrangement, a
gift bestowed upon mankind since
he picked and ate his first berry,
sorted through stones for his first
tool, or sipped water from a clear
stream. The earth provided — man
took. Numbers of people were small
then. The arrangement seemed to
work fine.

Though it is true that population
is a crucial factor in the earth/man
interchange, there is another factor
worth examining — one that has
never become rooted in American
culture. The arrangement is meant
to be a relationshipworking both
ways. . .earthforman. . . man for
earth.

Once there was harmony be-
tween man and his environment. To

the Cherokee, on whose lands we
now reside, a tree was an unpa-
ralled gift from the earth. From it
could be harvested a dug-out canoe,
a bowl, a mask, rope from its cam-
bium fibers, lumber, fuel, basketry,
bow, arrows, rootlet food, medi-
cine, shelter and more.

In those days the “‘axed’ valued
of the tree was only part of the
story. While alive, the ‘‘standing
people,”’ as the trees were once re-
ferred to, provided 'shade, game
habitat, fruit, nuts, syrup and con-
servation of'soil and water from the
dirt-clasping roots. The Indians pre-
sented gifts to the standing people,
talked to them, even if silently, and
revered them. :

Today, the list of tree uses has
multipled with technology. Add to
the Cherokee list, paper, paints,
plastics, explosives, ink, soap, ad-
hesives, - perfume, crayons, cre-
osote and much more. But the
profound difference that distin-
guishes modern use of the tree from
the Indian’s, is our removal from it.

As you hold this newspaper in
your hands, you are not feeling the
tree in it because you are removed
from its harvest and production.
When the Cherokee stepped into his
canoe and glided over the water he
carried with him a conscious bit of
direct knowledge: This canoe isa

tulip tree, carefully selected, labo-
riously felled, burned-out and chis-
eled over many weeks of dedicated
work. The whole of life is a
relationship. The Indian knew that,
implicitly. :

Present-day Americans can ben-
efit from the Indian’s example of a
direct relationship with nature.
Many good people want to do some-
thing to.save the world, but they
either don’t know what to do, or
else they feel overwhelmed and re-

lectant to perform a token effort. It

is suprising how little it takes to
have a positive impact on our envi-
ronment. The world starts with
your world, yourbackyard. Let that
be your start. :

For those who want to do some-
thing I issue a personal challenge
and a bit of direction. All that will
be needed is a little time, a little
effort, a shovel and above all — the
desire to help our environment.

Ironically, one of the bestindica-
tors of how we treat our land is our
water. Our mountain streams are
going to be taxed to the limit in the
next dozen years as Atlanta
stretchesnorth. It’s time to set stan-
dards locally. The Etowah, Chesta-
tee, the Chattahoochee and all their
tributaries carry a message of how
we treat the surrounding lands.

Poor water quality, muddied and
silt-choked streams and rivers re-
sult from run-off and erosion — of-
pen the result of construction sites,
Jeep trails, even cattle tracks.

Once a source of dirt pollution
gets started, no matter how far re-
moved from a stream, it only gets
worse with time. The challenge is
simple: Take care of your land . . .
your own backyard. If you have a
source of pollution, fix it. Next time
it rains, take a walk around your
land and learn the trouble spots.
Take a shovel and dig diversion gut-
ters to reroute and slow water flow.
Fill eroding gulleys with dead wood
and debris. Get involved, take the
time, get your hands dirty. Make a
difference.

Changing our world is a simple
task when approached as a hands-
on job in our own backyards. And
what better place could we find to
start a building a relationship that
will last a lifetime . . . and beyond?

Mark Warren is an environmen-
tal educator from Dahlonega. His
school, Medicine Bow, is an outdoor
school specializing in the skills and
plant knowledge of the American
Indian, as well as all aspects of na-
ture study. He can be contacted at
Medicine Bow, Rt. 3, Box 3230,
Dawsonville, Ga, 30534.

FOR SALE--MOUNTAIN CABIN-- Blairsville, Georgia, 1 bedroom, 1 bunkroom, 24' x 24°',
with deck and screened porch, close to private lake with priviledges, good view,
Approximately 45 miles to Ocoee, 52 to Nantahala, 60 to Chattooga. Small but real

nice.

Holladay, 299-0077 (w) 321-6746 (h)

We own the house next door, so no Republicans or smokers. $22,500.00 Jerry

FOR SALE: Mohawk Scamp, Whitsell designed ABS solo cance, with air bags and Perception saddle,
$450.00; Mohawk Challenger, 14' Jensen designed solo ABS cance, $350.00, Jerry Holladay, 299-0077 (W)



