ITS HERE! ITS NEW! ITS HOT!

You've asked for it. Now you've got it. The brand new GCA belthuckle has been designed,
cast, manufactured and is now ready for distribution. This beautiful, solid brass alloy,

unisex beltbuckle is ready to attach to most any belt you already own.

great gift.

We only have a limited number of these beltbuckles available so hurry and send in your order

It also makes a

before supplies are gone. To order, just send $10.00 plus $1.00 postage per buckle to:

GCA-BELTBUCKLE
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA. 30357

Be sure to include your name and address and make your check payable to GCA.

Don't miss out on this one time offer. ORDER YOURS TODAY!

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC,

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357
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DEADLINE for the next newsletter is. the 7th! Send material to Gary DeBacher, 659 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033. ** NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS! **
Please type*border-to-border;(zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This saves valuable space.
Photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of interest to paddlers are also welcome. Ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only.
ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd NE,

Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Int. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persens are inwited to attend. If you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Allen Hedden, 252-6167, so he can plan time on the agenda.

EDDYLINE LATE? If your Eddyline has not arrived:by the 10th, contact GCA Secretary Ed Scultz. If only a few newsletters are late or missing,

Ed may mail backup copies. If many newslptters are late, we may all have to tough it out, getting schedule information from Ed or Gary DeBacher

" (634-4651), being reasonable about how much time and information we expect over the phone. Bulk rate mailing worked well the first two months,

but some April newsletters were quite late. Make full use of the extended trip schedule in the previous issue before you hit the panic switch.

July 2 Nantahala 2-3, interm. Brad Nichol 973-3585
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Andy Lyons 482-1713
3 Trip Leader Needed 2-3, intermediate Call Jim Silavent 587-1172 FOR A GOOD TIME, CALL
4 Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469 976-RAIN. ASK FOR GOD.
9 N. Carolina Hiwassee 1-2, trained beginner Greg Grant 1-615-755-4143 But to reach GCA for
Wildcard 2-3, interm. gennia Crain 233-648; free, try our NEW GCA
Upper Hooch 2-3, " . - Jim Biasco 26-858 N
9-10 Ixrmediate Kayak Clinic- See flyer for details. ph?ne number, {&21 9729.
10 Tennessee Hiwassee 1-2++, easy intermediate  Jerry Holladay 321-6746 This message will be
~ Wildeard _ 2-3, interm. Jim Silavent 587-0527 repeated....
16 Nantahala class 2-3,.intermediate Tommy Merritt 998~-6479
Ocoee 34, very advanced Charles Bruce 974-2481
17 Nantahala 2-3, interm. Gerard Aberson  971-5914
Ocoee ¢, 3-4, very advanced : Allen Hedden 252-6167
Mon. 18 Ocoee onom " Greg Grant 1-615-755-4143 WE _SHOULD WAVE
LEFT mORE ThaA)
. . . ONE CAR ATNE
23 Hiwassee 1-2+, easy intermediate Rob Kerr 1-889-6566 TAKE QLT |
Nantahala 2-3, interm. Barry Hahn 252-9538
24 Nantahala " " Jim Silavent 587-1172
Chattooga 4 3-5, expert. ~ Roger Nott 1-536-6923
30 Wildcard " 1-2, trained beginner Nancy Barker 874~8897
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Oreon Mamn 522-3469
30-31 Women's Canoe and Kayak Clinic
31 Wilder Card 2-3, intermediate Bruce Bishop 641-1944
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced David Ashley 498-7462

Aug. 6 Metro Hooch, Jones Bridge to Roswell Rd. class 1, 12 miles.
Gary DeBacher 634-4652

Nantahala 2-3, interm. Jim Jones 893-3284
Wildcard 3+, advanced Rob Kerr H:1-889-6566 W:442-4698
7 Nantahala 2-3, interm. John Miles 487-8362
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced John Bell 977-0893
13 Metro Hooch, Morgan Falls to Standing Peachtree, class 1, 12 miles. e
Gary DeBacher  634-4651 L D
Nantahala 2-3, interm. Barry Hahn 252-9538
" " "

14
20-21 GCA FALL GALA! TRIPS BOTH DAYS ON HIMWASSEE, OCOEE, NANTAHALA. WATCH FOR FLYER WITH DETAILS AND SIGN UP EARLY FOR THIS YEAR'S GALA!

For weekday Ocoee trips (Monday, Thursday, Friday) call Greg Grant, 1-615-755-4143
Call Rob Kerr for impromptu trips, 1-889-6566 Wunnerful Wensday on Metro Hooch- call Gary DeBacher at 634-4651.
Float the Unlmown- call Exploration Chairman Roger Nott for exploratory trips after heavy rains (whatever those are!):1-536-5263 [Gainesville].
To volunteer to lead trips, call Jim Silavent at 587-1172.

Jim Silavent 587-1172

STOLEN: Perception Dancer kayak, blue thunder...easily identified, NO Dancer graphics, and foam wall has been scratched by my cat. Also stolen,
a red Norse paddle and an orange mesh gear bag containing blue spray skirt, yellow shortie PFD, orange prusik with Tekna knife, yellow nylon
air bags, yellow Protek helmet, etc. Stolen from my car in Sandy Springs, May 28. Call at H: 394-4913 or W: 587-3769 or write Doug Pratt at
503 Tree Lodge Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30350.




TWENTIETH ANNUAL SOUTHEASTERN U.S. SLALOM AND WILDWATER CHAMPIONSHIPS
and the A.C.A. DIXIE DIVISION DECKED BOAT CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE OFFICIALS - Thank you for a super job of running the race! Everyone handled
their responsibilities like clockwork and because of this the race ran extremely
smooth without any incidents. This is our race and I think we did one heck of a job!

We all worked hard, but some people undertook mammoth tasks. John and Tee
Brower were the starters for all the races just like they have done for years. Jim
Flemister donated Thursday through Sunday to be ‘Head of the Gate Hanging Committee
for the third year in a row. Jeanne Peters/Dennis Crane were the Registrars (and
administrative assistants) for the fourth year in a row! And Bruce Bishop single
handedly controlled river traffic for both days. The head of our committees were:

David Ashley - Asst. Race Master Jeanne Peters - Registrar
Doug Klaucke - Asst. Registrar Roger Nott - Gate Judges
Jim Flemister - Gates Brad Nichol - Publicity

Wayne & Susan Gentry - Safety Gary DeBacher - Boat Inspection
Robb Kerr - Asst. Safety Claude Grizzard - Race Form

John & Tee Brower - Starting Havis Johnson - Communications
Chris Osment - Timing/Computers Steve Holenstein - Timing

Oreon Mann - Equipment Carol Mercer - Base Camp

Jim Carswell - Chili Dinner Don George -~ Course Design

Mark & Susan Levine - T Shirts, Publicity, and good humor

Gwen Bergen - Scoring, trouble shooting, and making sure it all happened!

Lynn Pinyerd- Race Master’s wife and riverbank mother

Also thanks to Kent Ford, Martin "my partner" Bay, Dennis Crane, Allen Hedden,
Andy Warshaw, Barry Hahn, Ed Schultz, Les Davenport, Josh Nichol, Jan Kerr, Carla &
Dave Bowman, Ev Hopkins, John Forrester, Larry Horton, Betsy Darken, Fran Ashley,
Ben Fouts, Beth Nott, Ted & Helen Sparks, Jerry & Sabrina Holiday, Stewart Stokes,
Roger Myers, S8ig Luckie, Walt & Salena Lynch, Mike and Michael Colliier, Barry
Howard, Pat Keller, David Tillis, Kathi Smith, Gil Jackson, Walter Howard & family,
and many more (who I have failed to name) for running the race.

THE RACES - One of the things that makes the Southeasterns so unique is that

there is a race for every paddler! For example, 8 members of the 88 U.S. Whitewater

team were present. And throughout our 20 year history some of the truly great
racers such as John Sweet, John Berry, Angus Morrison, Bunny Johng, Mike Hipsher,
and David Jones have regularly participated. But there are also great races for
river runners too. In fact, OC-1 Playboat was the largest class with 17 boats! And
we had 4 past GCA presidents racing in all sorts of classes.

David Watson (K-1) had the fastest time on the slalom course and Dave Benner &
Steve Scarborough (0C-2) were the fastest in open boat. "The Charlie Patton Award"
went to Robert Powell (fastest wildwater 0OC-1) and "The Julie Wilson Award" went to
Roger Myers (fastest wildwater decked boat). GCA edged Atlanta Whitewater Club by a
score of 68.5 to 62 to win the "Southeastern Cup” for the third year in a row.

THE CHILI DINNER - Take a few gallons of delicious chili, slaw, cornbread, iced
tea, brownies, some free beer, and throw in a hundred hungry racers and officials,
mix, garnish with some tall river tales, and you’ve got yourself one great river
social. Those of you who weren’t there sure missed a terrific time.

THE END - Also, I would like to issue a special thanks to Snerdly Diplash for
not protesting his run, pulling down any gates, tripping over the communications
wires, or barfing at the Chili Dinner. John Pinyerd, Race Master

u

Nantahala Outdoor Center

U.S. 19W Box 41 Bryson City, Noreth Carolina 28713 (704) 488-2175

CANOERS - KAYAKERS
NOC FRIENDS

Parking at the NOC

As most of you know, parking at the NOC is very tight during the
summer, especially on weekends. We certainly want to accommodate all
of you and your parking/shuttle needs while "boating here, but it is
vital we provide convenient parking to our rafting guests.

The gang at NOC rentals and guided trips have come up with a plan we
hope will ease parking here as well as make your shuttles easier. We
will provide shuttles to the top at the end of your run at no charge.
We request that you park at the put-in on all weekends between Memorial
Day and Labor Day and July and August weekdays. This will leave the
parking lots open for our rafting guests and provide you with a
convenient ride to fetch your car.

You will ride to the top with our regular rental guest shuttles and we
have added special late afternoon shuttles just for boaters on
saturdays and Sundays, the last shuttle is at 5:00 and every half hour
or 8o before then on weeckdays the last shuttle is at 3:45 and every 45
minutes during the day. Sign in for your shuttle after your trip at
the raft room and please don't miss the last shuttle. We will not
transport boats, only your shuttle drivers for those of you who are
unable to park at the top do park as efficiently as possible,
especially your trailer drivers. )

When you take out at the bottom please do so on river right, the
pavilion below the bridge or the small take out 50 yards above the
guided trip take out. Please do not use the two NOC rafting take outs.
Be careful not to block traffic when loading your boats.

If any of you have any suggestions, questions gripes, etc., ask for
Angus in the raft room area.

Thanks for helping
Have fun paddling,

-
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ACA INSTRUCTOR METHODS WORKSHOP SEPTEMBER 17-18 1988 also DIXIE DIV MEETING.

One of these is required per four years to retain your ACA Instructor
Certification. For those who went April 9-10 they know what it is all about,
well there is another one Sept 17-18. That is the weekend for the Dixie Div
ACA Annual Meeting so come for one or the other. Delegates to the ACA Congress
and Race sanction races etc. are decided at the Dixie Div Meeting as well as
some good Savannah Boiled Shrimp will be eaten, so be there.

Cost for the workshop is $30 for ACA instructors $40 for ACA members
and $65 for others(includes ACA membership).

Send name address ACA number (if you have one) and whether you are an
instructor to Sam Folkes, P. O. Box 1832, Silva NC 28779 704-586-6563 H.

Send for information about the meeting to Dave Mason Vice Commodore Dixie
Division ACA 2320 Salcedo 8t Savannah Ga 31406 912-352-0717 H 912-355-1866 W.
Oreon Mann 351 Sinclair Ave Atlanta Ga 30307 404-522-3469.

1988 Gauley River Festival

Do your part to save America's free-flowing rivers and
celebrate the joys of whitewater boating at the 1988 Gauley River
Festival on Saturday, September 24. The Festival will be held

between 6 and 11 p.m. at the Burnwood Campground
the New River Bridge on West Virginia Route 19.

Scheduled to coincide with releases on

one of the nation's most popular class V

just north of

the Gauley River,
the Festival

serves as an exciting finale to the Eastern whitewater season.

Sponsored by the American Whitewater
Festival will feature foot-stomping music,

whitewater videos, hearty refreshments
equipment raffle and auction.

Many of the nation's foremost outfitters
will be represented at the Festival Marketplace.

Proceeds from the Gauley Festival are

preservation projects by the AWA.

Affiliation, the
awvard-winning

whitewater

and boat designers

applied to riVer

Fov Saje: ONE YEAR OLD AND LIKE NEW. ONLY PADDLED ONCE. COMES WITH THE FOLLWING:
Mohawh (A) TWO MOHAWK PADDLES, (B) SADDLE, (C) AIR BAGS, (D) THE HARISHOK -

PERSONAL FLOTATION, (E) KNEE PADS AND (F) ROOF RACKS.

Scamp WALTER BELL: 404-979-3584.

COMPLETE $690.00.




PICTURES OF THE SOUTHEASTERNS - Anyone interested in obtaining slides or photos of
the race please contact: Villa Brewer; N.O.C. Photo Service; Nantahala Outdoor
Center; U.S. 1Y West, Box 41; Bryson City, NC 28713 or phone at 704-321-4504. They
photographed most of the races and will provide proofs before you purchase anything.
We have submitted the race lists with bib numbers to them so you can be easily
identified. J.P.
UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE: June 4, 1988, Trip Coordinator-Barry Hahn
The trip was schedule for another in a time when we had hoped for more
normal rainfall. I received the call to take the trip in plenty of time to
switch rivers if need be. However, I received only one telephone call before
Friday, so, we made arrangements to go to the designated river which was at
1.4'.  As it turned out I had only met one of the other thirteen who made the
trip. For that reason, I appreciated the light traffic on the river. Only
csaw two rubber duckies. I'm not sure those who had to push off all agree@.
Even so, no one had to walk. And, we had beautiful, beautiful weather which
was mild and sunny. Most of all we had a group that was grateful to have the
opportunity to paddle.
Our happy little group included: OC-2 Marty Dyches and.Kathy Overby,
Tim and Sara Kaylor(Anniston,AL), Neal and Sarah Ballard, Jim Smallwood and
Nicki Owen (Heflin, AL); K-1 Matt Camp, Todd Sluder and Tom Taylor( formerly
of Houston,TX); OC-1 DonRisteen, Brian Boyd and myself. Thanks to Tom for
ably handling sweep. Although the group called late in the Week,'they are to
be complimented for all arriving before the designated starting time. Sure
we had a few hang-ups along the way. I went over the third ledge 81dew§ys but
upright. The usual slot was dry. Everyone else fared much better running a
little to the right. I provided a much better example at ngseshog. In
between, I sent them through washboard without a lead. I did promise to buy
"cokes" for all who did not hang-up once. No one collected, but we all had
fun. Didn't we?
Sights along the river in their order of appearance: rhododendron, a blue
heron, a beer sign in a chalet, a very pretty bathing suit at lunch stop, and
a banded water snake. I enjoyed all of the above. Most of all my thanks to
my new found friends. Lets do it again real soon.

Lower Amicalola, Sat. May 21, 1988 - This trip was cancelled due to low water. Travis Crouch inﬁhis
Dancer and I in my M.E. ran Chattooga Section IV at 1.32 on the downstream Hwy 76 gauge. We had .an
excellent trip but were very surprised to find ourselves the only hard boaters padd}inq below Woodall
this day. Upstream we met Payson Kennedy paddling a beautiful new OCA with black vinyl gunne1§. Pay-
son, an honorary lifetime GCA member who was a principal organizer of the first Southeasterns in 1969,
was looking forward to this year's 20th race and saying that water releases on the Nantahala have
been early and ample this spring and the lake level has been relatively high, despite the drought,be-
cause there were no releases at all during March and April. Roger Nott

For Sale-Lazer bat-salalom racing kayak built by ultrasports. State of the art
construction Kevlar, military S-Glass, Epoxy resin, vaccum bagged and oven cured.
light, but very strong for weight. This boat would be great for racing as well
as controlled crusing. no ecracks in hull-Good condition $260.00.

Steve Thomas 921-2942 between 7-9pm.

FOR SALE: Seven HYDRA Swifts in top condition. $350,00 each.
ANDY SMITH - S.E.E. (404) 782-4331.

FOR SALE: Kayak - Dancer. $450 Purchased in 1985 by beginning
student who did not take to the sport. No bags or other equ1pmept
for sale. Been on moving water about 15 times. Call Ruth (evenings)

at (4O4) 204-7154.

FOR SALE: 56" Blackburn Designs canoe paddle, like new - $50. Martin
Bay 395-7317.

FOR SALE: Perception Harmony Kayak paddle, 204 cm, looks brand new,
hardly used, $85, Call "Iron" John or Lynn Pinyerd at 993-3678.

FOR SALE: C-1 Ultra Max built by Owen Peters, very good condition, no
patches, stored under shelter, airbags & 3 Blackburn Design paddles
included. Must sell, make offer. Tim Butler 938-9523.

WEST VIRGINIA, MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, 3988 “ Evelyn Hapkins

This was not an official club tripy, but zo manu GCA members took parts, that
we thought it should be written up. The weekend started out interestingly with
car trouble for oy group. Allen Hedden’s gas gaoge was broken, so when we ran
out of gasy he and I hitchhiked with a pleasant fellow who later told us that he
had ‘spent most of his life locked up.’

Fridaw we rcauagh®t the lower Gaulew at 300D cfs. The pub—in was at
Appalachian wWhitewater, not too lang a carry down a dirt road past the
overhanging rock pinnacle. The rapids didn’t seem too difficult, but it was
movre volume than many of us had seen before. Lunchs and most of the action for
the day, was at Diagonal Ledges, a lovely surfing wave with a nearby pop—up hole
called Steak Dinner. {If you can’t aet a pop—up theres, your friends will buy
ubu a steak dinner.) Not having enouonh sepse to let someone else run probe, 1
tried the hole first and was delighted with the best pop-up I1'’d ever had. PBrad
Michol got a great pop—up in his Whitesell open canoe, so with everyone cheering
I tried again, getting a front pop—up, an unintended spins and a back pop—up,
after which still in mid-grin, 1 landed vertically asainst a rock face.

Althouvah my head was out of the watery, I panicked and made what was probably the
worse decision I bhave sver made on the water and got out of the boat. The
result was an exhausting fight tp stay outr of the hole. Greg Grant in bis
Whitesell was flipped when he tried a rescuey so now we had 2 people and 2 boats
being trashed in a very small space. Greg got out and Wayne Gentry finally came
close enough with his tiny squirt boat to pull me to shore. This incident
brought home vividly one of the less desirable results of most good kavakers
switching to squirts. Rescues even for someone as strong and skilled as Wauney
was a very difficult operation, as by this time I was so exhausted that I could
not help at all. I don‘t think anuone else tried the pop-up hole, but there was
some beautiful swrfing dwring lunch, particularly by Wagne, Susan Wilsons, and
Maggie Everestt, their friend from Asheville. EnJdoying the lower Gauley this day
uwere kWauyne Sanders, Tommy Merritt, Jimbo Dalton, David Frierson, Mark Strong,
John Bell, Malcolm Tobias, Phil Henderson in kawakss and Allen Hedden, Andy
Warshaw and Doug Klauke in Whitesells, along with those already mentioned.

That evening we met Ron and Sandra Towe and Mark and Susan Levine in Ron’s
Transvan and drove another 3 hours to the Cheat River where we found all the
campgrounds full. Everyone scattered and met the next marningé’ The Cheat was
at X ft.,y a good level. The Cheat is a long river and we used a lot of energy
plaging earlu. We were pretty tired when we got to High Falls and (oliseum.
High Falls was toughy but Cpliseum was the biggest rapid 1'd ever seen, full of
big waves and holes. There is a small very squirrelly eddy on the left above
the chute on river right from which you can leok over the route. Despite
=ignals to stopy new bpats anxious to see what was going on., kept arriving,
adding to the general confusion. Few of the kayaks got by without a flipy, some
sommersaul teds and there was one very long swim. The open canoes took another
route and had no trouble. The take—out was a real experience. We all crowded
on to an open truck with our boats and a couple of coolers of beer and soft
drinks and bounced through the chill West Virginia air back to the campground.
That night we stayed where we were and celebrated Mark Levine’s 40th birthday.
Some weird fellow came by in an Indian headdress and invited us to party, but we
were a bunch of ‘tired puppies’ and declined.

Sunday Brad, Waune, Susan, Maggie, Malcolm went back to the Cheat which bhad
dropped some. The rest of us went up to the lower Youshighenu where we van into
Chuck Welburn and a couple from NYC. The lower Youah iz a pretty river with
some nice rapids, but what with having to have a ticket and a startinog time it’s
sort of like going to Six Flags. There had been some excitement shortly before
our arrival when a couple accidently took their Grumman canoe over Chiopyle
Falls, a 20-30 ft. waterfall .Jjust above the put—in. Apparently the couple
escaped unhurt. We saw one half of the canoe part way down, That niaht we
drove another three hours back to the campground for the New angd Gauley. Kaune
got a speeding ticket and when Brad, who had not been stopped, pulled in behind
them the trooper gave him a warning.

Py this time the water level had dropped considerably. We ran into Emily
Mitchoook and Dicky Gowen and their Ohin friends who decided pot to paddle the
Upper Gauley. Most of us went o the Mew which was 2" above U0 on the gage. HWe
all had fun sven at that level and there is still a lot of water runmning throuagh
the last rapidy Fauette Station. Allen Hedden continued his West Virginia
tradition by bringing home a huge snake for his son which traveled in a
pillowcase at his feet while he drove. Monday night a few of us stayed up. The
weekend was capped off by a drive over the magnificent New
River bridoe where a full moon was shining on the whitewater far below us.




FRENCH BROAD, Walnut to Hot Springs NC, Saturday, May 28.

A big rain system had thundered through the middle eastern states,
drenching WV, dousing MW NC, and missing N. GA entirely. GCA water
hounds were sniffing the air and calling for gauge readings, asking
how far north to good water? The cogniscenti were headed for the
Cheat (see Ev Hopkins trip report), but I (for one) wasn't up to
driving 11 hours Friday night, sleeping for three, and running an
unfamiliar river reputed to have about 35 rapids over class 3.

But Rab Kerr was leading a club trip on the French Broad, and he
said TVA's cfs report had the FB in the "good" range. I hadn't run
the FB before, and a bunch of others hadn't either, so 14 boats
showed up in Hot Springs after the 5+ hour drive from Atlanta: Ray
Fannon, Mike Miller, George Thompson, Rhett Smith, Tom and Jeanne
McCormick in K-1, me in C-1, Ed Ayers, Rob Kerr, Susan McGilvery and
Tom Berkowicz in open solo, and Jeff and Kathy Hunt and John and Tee
Brower in open tandem. We also picked up a stray from the Big
Thicket, Howard Pitts from Beaumont, Texas, whose paddling buddies
had failed to appear at the appointed place.

The French Broad looked real boney. It had dropped quicker than
expected, prabably because the water table was so low, and we
probably had less than 1000 cfs. C'est la vie, we swapped boats,
drove up the mountain past Big Laurel Creek, and angled down past
Walnut to Barnard and the put-in. Looked low there too. But with Rab
running lead and Tom Berkowicz running sweep, we soon found the river
narrowing just enough to cover the rocks in the main channels. I
would say that it was no worse than Chattooga 3 at 1.5 or the Ocoee
at 950 cfs. Those who had been here at better levels were entitled to
gripe; the rest of us weren't suffering much.

We had several good, complex broken ledge rapids with some spots
left to play, and we started to get a little keyed up for Big Pillow,
the first mandatory scout. This got a bit funny, 'cause we were
watching for a left-bank beach where we had to stop to scout, and Rob
had us all pull in at one just upstream of a low waterside cliff
which we cbviously could not get around on foot. No, this wasn't the
beach, this was the beach abave the beach, he just wanted to explain
to us what we had to do so we wouldn't get sloppy and wash right into
Big Pillow without stopping. Any excuse to get out of a C-1, I say.

With the water so low, we had to take Rob's word for it as to
which rock formed the Big Pillow. I don't remember any of our group
flipping, and the ubiquitous Duckies were paddling through OK too.
Then we had more class 2-3, the rafts had the best lunch spots, we
cozied up to the train tracks on the south bank. Excellent, cool
white wine weather. During lunch the rest of the Texans showed up,
and stayed with us the rest of the way, bringing our total to around
18 boats.

Then past Stackhouse Rapid and the little remnant town of
Stackhause on the north bank, where a lot of rafts and duckies took
out. Maybe that was smart, because soon the river widened and got
right shallow. The day was wearing on, and Fearless Trip Leader was
showing his concern by paddling way off into the sunset. Some of our
more dyslexic water readers were having trouble keeping up, so I
positioned myself sbout midway between Rob and the rest and tried to
pick channels the others could manage.

After shallows and doldrums, I spied Needle Rock in the distance
on the left of the gorge. Rob led us down a neat little switchback
class 2 to the right of the island, and across a pool to scout a 6
foot ledge, where the cleanest run was enter left, headed right. Rob
said that there were big waves and holes to the left of the island at
normal water levels, but that it was real scrapey at our level.

More wide shallows and then, when the next large island appeared,
over to the right bark and an eighth of a mile down the railroad
tracks to scout Frank Bell's Rapid, a class 4 even at this level.
This rapid can be snuck by running left of the island at normal water
levels, where I'm told there are just big waves. I don't know whether
that side is runnable below 1000 cfs. Our side wasn't too great
either. Frank Bell's is a series of three ledges, the first broad and
broken and the next two progressively narrower with more powerful
holes. At higher levels, strong hydraulics are found in the lower
drops. At real low water, the lower drops are strong but fairly
harmless, but the first broad ledge is, pardon my French, a bitch.

The usual down left and slanting center route looked too low to
most, and so Rob recommended following most of the water down the
right, and then a hard left or a ferry out of a marginal eddy into
one of three narrow drops. Rob warned against the right drop as a
potential pinner. Looked bad to me, so I ferried across to see if

there was a way down the "normal" route. There wasn't, so I portaged
the first ledge, and watched one of the Texans in a kayak get trapped
and partly folded in the right slot. He slipped out and the boat
washed out, but he later said it paddled funny, being a bit unhinged
in the middle. I missed most of the action, but I'm told that only 3
boats had completely clean runs. Mearmhile, in the pool below the
final drop, Jeanne McCormick was pulling good enders, and I wasn't.
That whirlpool like to suck me out of the boat befare I could roll.

'"Twas scrapey down to Hot Springs, which we reached around six.
What might one do with the rest of the weekend? See Nolichucky report
in this issue. One other possibility, seldom considered: the next 13
miles of the French Broad are still in the gorge, and are said to
have some terrific rock formations and scenery, with just enmough
class 2 and 3 rapids for a bit of excitement. Might make a great fall
color run. The Hot Springs put-in and the take out are both on hwy
25/70, so you could practically hitchike. Think sbout it. -Ed.

DODGIN' DUCKIES ON THE NOLICHUCKY, Poplar to Erwin, Sunday, May 29.
This wasn't an official GCA trip, but heck, we don't get many
Nolichucky trip reports, so here goes. The Nolichucky is just over

the mountain from the French Broad, also running generally west
rorthwest through a gorge to join the Temnessee river system. We'd
run the French Broad on Saturday at 1000cfs, real low on the wider
gpots and the approach to Frank Bell's. Rumors had the Nolichucky a
little higher, predicted to be 1.5 feet Sunday, the lower limit of
the "good" range.

So I left Hot Springs around 7:30 and drove way up a fork of the
Laurel and down to Exrwin TN, where the Western Sizzlin' had just
closed. Rats. Can't have taken 2 hours. After a consolation prize at
the Golden Arches, I stumbled through the dark to the Nolichucky
Expeditions Campground and crashed in the car.

Next morning we gathered: Tom Burkiewicz (New World South
outfitter) with his ME, Susan McGilvery in somekindof Mohawk, Two
Guys in Hydras (yes, I should have learned their names with two days
to do it), John and Tee Brower in Explorer, Gwen Bergen forsaking
Spud to tandem with Les Davenport, Rhett Smith in K-1 and me in
Phlipper. We left my car at the campground where we would take out,
and then Tom showed us the fast route through Erwin, still managing
to come in behind some buses loaded with rafters. Oh well, the
shuttle road to Poplar, NC is paved now, and shuttle took only 35
minutes. Some of the instructions in Nealy and Benner are now
outdated; the put in is downstream of Poplar.

No gauge at the put in, but we could see it was low, probsbhly not
much over a foot. There were chains of rafts and spawning schools of
rubber duckies, receiving 10 minutes of quick instruction on basic
moves. Tom viewed these with jaundiced eye, and tried to lead us out
during a break in the rubberized conveyor belts.

The Nolichucky opens hard, with a long class 3+/4 just past the
railroad bridge which we had seen from the put in. At "normal" water
levels this must be an Ocoee style rapid, but for us it was real
rocky and technical. At least one sclo open and one tandem got
perched temporarily, but got bailed out and rattled to the bottom.

Then Tom set the pattern for the day, giving us little summaries of

what to expect before the more difficult rapids, and then showing us

the route as best he could. As on the French road the day before, the
water level was low, but there was plenty in the main chutes. »

We scouted On-the-Rocks, a technical class 3+ at our level, but ‘
ran several other high 2's and low 3's straight away, including 1/4 v
Mile Entrance Rapid, and to the left bank for a laook at the Big One,
Quarter Mile Rapid itself. We had to wait for groups of rafts or
duckies, and one raft quide was real touchy when one of us slipped
through his procession to a midrapid eddy. Since our paddler wasn't
near any rafts or duckies, I assume the guide was invoking some
unwritten Law of Order, which I, for one, am uwilling to honor. Be
it known, raft guides and ducky-herders, I will play through at any
time that I can do it without risking or delaying your customers.

Duckies are an impresive phenomenon, though. Kind of humbling,
seeing total greenhorns running rapids it took me several years to
master. Oh, yeah, there were spills or pins here and there, but the
quides seem to prefer to put greenhorns in duckies rather than rafts,
since when paddling together, they goof along and let the guide take
the blame. In a ducky, if it don't go where it should, the customer
quickly learns there's anly one person who can fix it.

Sometimes on a new, difficult river I fesl a little frantic to the
end, but other times we get to a big name rapid, and seeing I can

handle it, I get a rush of confidence: hey, I can handle this! At low

water, (Quarter Mile was just a hard class 3 which could be dissected
easily from a series of eddies. Then to humble my pride, the gods
decreed that I would pull my right pectoral muscle trying to hump the
cap loose on Gwen's water bottle. Real bright. It left me at about
70% on my forward stroke and uncertain of my roll. However, we all
followed Tom's lead down the series of broken ledges, undercut rocks,
old railroad trash and tracks, down to the right side slide at
Murphey's Ledge, the approximate end to the whole mess.

We were now in the depths of the gorge, and the right side cliffs
loomed far overhead. After some lesser rapids, we pulled in at the
right bank to scout Roostertail, still clese to 4 at our level. A
right side entry plowing you through a hole and against a reef, then
a big drop going center, some optional rightside eddies, then smaller
drops through rocks and broken ledges. It didn't help my confidence
that a kayak rolled and swam, and then Gwen and Les swamped and
rolled, but I had my cleanest run of the day. Tee and John ran last,
got flipped by the rightside reef at the entrance, but made a fast
recovery of themselves and their equipment.

Lunch next, in a lull near Roller Coaster, with a panoramic view
of the railroad on the opposite bank. The railroad is by far the
biggest negative feature of the gorge, but look at the bright side:
if it weren't for that coal-carrying railroad, TVA would have damned
this gorge long ago.

Then more long views down the gorge. At times that day, I think we
could see almost two miles dropping shead of us. We rounded left in
Rock Garden Rapid, which starts nicely enough, but then spreads and
strains the whole river through a long bar of small boulders. This is
said to be a boat-bruising nuisance at almost any water level, but a
few of us guessed right and bounced through like pinballs.

Sousehole we skirted left as we were warned to do, although I'm
sure we could have punched it at this level. Then we had more great
weather and interesting rapids across the Tennessee line and almost
all the way to the Nolichucky Expeditions Campground, where the river
had emerged from the gorge.

There's said to be a few good miles below Erwin, but nothing like
the gorge. Above the Poplar put-in, the Nolichucky has only just
formed from the Cane and Toe rivers, which provide days of class 1, 2
and a little 3 action in pastoral mountain scenery. We could do this
more often, and the French Broad as well, if we were content with
lower water levels. In normal years, you would find more water than
we had on almost any weekend through June. Remember, though, that
with real spring water, the Nolichucky becomes a stream for the very
advanced and expert only. If the 'Chucky is over the 3 foot cutoff,
Big Laurel will usually be runnable. The drive isn't so painful if
you make a weekend of it. Next year? -Ed.

€hattooga: Fall Creek to 76.......6/5/88........Laura Jordon...water=0.9

The year I learned to paddle was aggravating - Jjust about the time I got

the hang of it,

all the rivers got low and they cancelled all the trips. So I

hate to cancel a trip. As some of you know, I don't always go on my own trips -
sometimes I get a substitute leader - but there usually is a trip.
So when people started calling about my Chattooga 2 trip that was

scheduled,

I wondered what to do. The river was 1 foot and dropping.

Some of

the people who called said they REALLY WERE beginners, and didn't want to

run anything wierd.
Okay, for a low-water run,

you can take beginners from Fall Creek to

76, if you keep the group tightly together, and make 2 portages (Painted

Rock & the Bull).
per hour,
great tans.

Trip members were:
& family, Rodrigo Navarro,
Art Shiller, and myself.

There were no mishaps (except that I forgot the permit,
and everyone had a great time.

go back to 76 & get it),

It was a slow trip, however.
and this went 1 mile per hour.

D-1(i.e.duckie)
Bill Locke,

I usually estimate 2 miles
5 hours for 5 miles! We all got

Carol Butscher, canoe: Bill Mann
kayak: Richard Putman & sons,

and had to

Broad River - May 7, 1988:
but the falls and slide remained runable.
were:
Jason Maddox, Marty Dyche and Kathy Overby, and

Bowman, Carla Bowman, Karen Carlson, Walt Howard, Gorden Lindsey, Walt Lynch,

Bronwyn Fowlkes. Kayak - Drew Luckie, Funyak -

We had a beautiful day on the river.

We all enjoyed body surfing to cool off.
0C2 - June Smith and her daughter Amy, Polly Heyward and Karen Maddox

The water level was quite low,
Our paddlers
, Nancy Barker and
OCl - Sig Luckie, Dave
Selena Lynch, and
My thanks to Walt Lynch for

Gary and Ellie DeBacher.

Preston Howard.

running lead and to Dave Bowman for running sweep, and to the entire group for maklng my job as

trip leader so easy and nleasant. Nancy Barker

- trlp leader.

For Sale: SUNBURST II, yellow,

2 yrs old, good condltlon

fully outfitted

knee pads, D-rings)

$60.00 per night for 2 {$5.00 each over 2).

Best put-in on river (across from Smith
928-0287 or

USED ONE SEASON,
CALL GEGORGE,

SKID PLATES,
(404) 634-~2503.

ASH PORTAGE YOKE.

(bags, foam saddle, thigh straps, grunch pads,
$650. Carol Mercer 373-6683
CABIN FOR RENT
Upper Chattahoocheg. 7 miles from Helen.
Island). Sleeps 6.
1-865-3941 -(weekends).
FOR SALE: 16 FOOT MOHAWK WHITEWATER MODEL (ABS).
YOU'LL LOOK GOOD IN A MOHAWK! $475.
FOR SALE. Red Sunburst, 8 yrs old, but excellent condition.

thigh straps, air bags, grunch pads, knee pads, etc, $550.

suits (med), misc. for sale, prices negotiable.

Fully outfitted with foam saddle,
Also, helmet, several paddles, wet
Marc or Loretta Rucker, after 5 pm, 944-9814.



