Nantahala Qutdoor Center

U,S, 19W Box 41 Bryson City, North Carolina 28713 (704) 488-2175

STANDARD FIRST AID / CPR

This course {s geared to those who enjoy putdoor
pursuits and realize their need for basic first aid and CPR
ski11s,  This {intensive wuweekend takes +the drag out of
attending two-nights~a-weelk classes for wseks on end,

The curriculum contains everything needed to obtain
American Red Cross Standard First Aid and American Red Cross
CPR certification, Simulations of wildarnass emergencies are
an important part of the weskend,

The texts are Standard First Ald and Perspnal Safety and
CPR moduler system, They are available from your local Red
Cross Chapter, THESE MUST BE READ BEFORE YOU COME| There
will be a short test on Friday night. It 4s important that
you plan ta be here on time Friday night in order to meet the
required hours for certification,

Cost: 125 (includes meals and lodging)

) $ 60 (Iinstructian only,

Dates: March 18, 1988 at 6100pm =~ March 20, 1988 at 6:00pm

and

Apri) 15, 1988 at 6100pm - April 17, 1988 at 63;00pm

Leaders in Outdoor Adventures for Over a Decade

Chattahoochee dam
costs up 60 percent

From staff reports Of The. Timeg of Gainesvilk
e A e —————

It would cost 60 percent more to build a reregulation
dam on the Chattahoochee River now than it would
have when'the last estimate was made seven years
ago,

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said present con-
struction costs for the facility are estimated at $35.9
million. A 1981 estimate was $22.4 million,

And some conservationists say the current estimate
is too low,

“If built next year, it would cost $50 mllllon, " said
Bruce Jackson of Trout Unlimited,

The reregulation dam was proposed to catch with-
drawals of water for electric power generation at Bu-
ford Dam to even out the flow in the Chattahoochee
Riverbelow the dam. It is one of the prime alternatives
for insuring an adequate water supply for metropol-
itan Atlanta,

The structure is planned on the river 6.3 miles below
Buford Dam.

The new report on the dam, which includes the
revised cost estimate, still recommends it as the best
alternative.

Rob Holland, public affairs officer for the Corps of
Engineers, said the higher cost was attributed to a
change in design of the dam.

Another environmentalist, Bob Kerr of Georgia
Conservancy, which opposed the dam, agreed with
others that the estimate is too low. He said the Corps
traditionally is low on construction estimates and also
cited the increasing costs of land that would be re-

. quired along the riverfront,
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DEADLINE for the next newsletter is the 7th! Send material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd, Atlanta, GA 30322. (Do not send to his home
address, or it will get lost in the fallout of the typical nuclear family.) Please type border~to-border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs
and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This saves valuable space. Good, high quality photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of general
interest to the paddling community are also welcome. Want ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only; see details elsewhere.
ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIFS: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd NE,
Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Int. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Allen Hedden, 252-6167, so he can plan time on the agenda.

March 12 Cartecay/wildcard 2-3, intermediate Jay Srymanski  1-635-7501
Wilder card 3+, advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469

12-13 Canoe camping, Talking Rock Creek, 1-2++ Allen Hedden 252-6167
13 Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Bruce Bishop 641-1944

19 Smith Island 2-3, intermediate Andy Warshaw 478-2104
Wildecard 2-3, " Barry Hahn 252-9538

Chauga gorge 3-4, very advanced, technical Roger Nott  1-536-6923

Ocoee- First release day. 3-4, very advanced Oreon Mann 522-3469

20 Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Jim Buford 434-7025

Wild Card 3-4, very advanced Ron Towe 435-0903

19-20 Smokies Weekend. Oconaluftee & Raven Fork Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683

26 Chattooga 2 1-2, trained beginner, trip leader needed- Silavent,587-1172

Upper Hooch or alt. 2-3, intermediate Jay Kessler 843-1642

Sweetwater Creek 3++(4+), advanced Jerry Holladay  321-6746
26-27 Trip leader training clinic. See flyers for applications.

27 Wildcard 2-3, interm. Mike Collier 1-967-2158

April Jacks River Jump Trip-First April Saturday with rain. Roger Nott 1-536-6923

2 Full Moon Metro Hooch Run Carol Mercer 373-6683
. Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Dewey Tate 355-5826
3 Wildcard 2-3, intermediate Brad Nichols - 973-3585
9 E.Fork Little River AL. 1-2++,technical, 15 miles. G.DeBacher  634-4651
Upper Hooch 2-3, interm. Barry Habn 252-9538
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Jim Silavent 587-1172
9-10 Instructors methods workshop. Mark Levine
10 Hightower section, Etowsh. Trained beginner. Ben Fouts 1-523-3523
Upper Amicalola 1-2(3), intermediate Robb Kerr 1-889-6566
16 Broad 1-2, trained beginner Ed Schultz 266-3734
Wildcard 2-3, interm. Carol Mercer 373-6683 American WHITEWATER
Wilder card 3+, advanced Greg Grant 1-615-344~2573
17 Upper Hooch 2-3, interm. Laura Jordon 1-803-836-8498
Tellico 3-4, advanced Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683

High Water Jump Trip- Upper upper Hooch sbove Helen. Advanced. Call Ben Fouts, 1-532-3523 (Gainsville).

Float the Unknown- call Exploration Chairman Roger Nott for exploratory trips after heavy rains: 1-536-5263 [Gainsvillel.

3/26-4/3 * Narth Florida/South Georgia week of rivers * with canoe camping end/or day tripping. Don Lengford, 1-324-3007. Call early.

To volunteer to lead trips, call Jim Silavent at 587-1172.
SPRING GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING... Friday, March 18 @ 7pm... New Location: Trinity Presbyterian
Church, Off I-75 at intersection of Moores Mill and Howell Mill in NW Atlanta... Fun, Food, and Films! ... Bring your
favorite dish for the covered dish supper, and enjoy slides from the GCA's Salmon River Trip last August, Nolan
Whitesell's Niagra Gorge video, and an exciting Gauley River video featuring bunches of excitement and a lot of swims! For
more information or directions call Susan McGilvary at 395-9127 before 10pm.

ROLLING PRACTICE CONTINUES....Monday nights from 7 to 10 PM at the Perry Nautitorium in NW Atlanta.
Contact Allen Hedden for further info. 257-6633 (work) or 252-6167 (home)
Wednesday nights from 8 to 9:15 PM at Moutain Park Pool, in Lilburn. Contact Jon Forrester @ 945-0601 or

call the pool @ 925-0047




CHATTQOGA SECTIOH IV January 30, 1988

In Memoriam |

I sometimes wonder why some paddling trips make and others don't. Iast : .
winter I signed up to lead three trips on Chattooga IV and did not receive a sin- W. Pat Thomas o
gle call., I had 14 calls on this trip, and 13 people showed up (Betsy Darken suf-
fered an injury to her hand the day before the trip and couldn't paddle).

We couldn't have asked for a better day for late Januvary. The sky was
clear, but clouded over slightly late in the afternoon. The temperature was in
the high fifties with little or no wind, The water temperature was, of course,
very cold, The reading on the upper gauge was 1.5, an excellent level for that

Friends of Georgia’s forests were
saddened by the sudden death of W: Pat
Thomas on December 16. Supervisor of the
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest
since 1974, Mr. Thomas was responsible for
the overall management of 100,000 acres in

section of the river. the Oconee National Forest and for 750,000
We initiated two first-timers to Section IV on this trip, Doug Klaucke acres in the Chattahoochee - National
and Walter Foward., Both seemed to have a few king-sized butterflies (which is Forest.
normal) until we cleared Woodall Shoals, where they both became intimately acquain- During his tenure, Mr. Thomas worked
ted with the pushy, technical water in the long rapid below the big hole at closely with environmental coalitions con-
Woodall, After their refreshing dip in the Chattooga's cool water, they both v cerned with the recreational and natural
seemed to settle down a bit, perhaps realizing that a swim on Section IV did not resource values of National Forests.
necessarily mean instant death or serious injury. Because of this cooperative effort, the

management plan for Georgia’s National

We lunched at the sandy beach on the right below Woodall, mingling with Forests is regarded as one of the best in the

a couple of other groups there. 1In fact, we probably mingled a bit too closely,

. : nation.
as one member of our group, knowing only a couple of faces in the rather large .
. - . - . . In recent year ongress designated
crowd, paddled on down the river with a group from South Carolina which left the years, Cong 3
. . : . 88,000 acres in 12 mountain areas as wilder-
beach before we did. THHe assumed he was still with the GCA group, and we assumed dth
. . S ness at the request of Mr. Thomas and the
he knew the people in the other group he had been talking to at lunch and had de- U.S. Forest Service
cided to paddle the rest of the river with them. He realized his mistake at the ‘s iten is From the Geardia C v newslettes
take-out when he saw all the South Carolina tags. He asked, "Are you guys with "ii;emlsd?m edj“gf otmxﬂ;yatamm:¢esme
the GCAY" "What's GCA?" they replied. An hour an a half later when he was re- :? et At thot Lime o wore both ounosiote
united witbh us at the take-out he told us of his adventure. Faving paddled me An : @ o
Il . . . - . though I never met Pat, much less paddled with him. I did,
Section IV only once before, he paddled most of the river with a group which only o .
t d t ut tarilv at 3 k D - : however, see him doing an apparently competent job on
Stoppe O chu momeniLariLy at o0CK-em-Uog. . . the Rockcastle River, in a film making the rounds at the
We did have some spectacular and memorable runs on this trip. One open

time. Maybe that's why I generally gave him the benefit
of the doubt when Chattahoochee National Forest policies
seemed hard to understand. --Ed.

canoe flipped upstream while coming sideways down the face of Seven Toot Falls,
landing upside down in the frothing hole at the bottom. Another open canoe had a
confrontation with the large boulder on the risght at the bottom of Corkscrew., The
boulder finished second hest, being moved downstream a couple of feet, while the
open canoe sustained only a chipped front deck-plate, At Sock-em-Dog there were
some airbourne shot from the launching pad, some swims, and some rolls,

All in all, it was a marvelous day., The ice had melted from the headwat-
ers of the lake, so we didn't even have to play icebreaker. ZEven the three mile
paddle across the lake wasn't so bad with all the good weather and good company.

Paddling ¥K~1 were: Elaine Jensen, John Conneely, Drew Leviton, Jim
Silavent, Wayne Gentry and Susan Wilson, In C-~1 was Roger Shepherd. In 0OC-1 were:
Doug ¥laucke, Andy Warshaw, Yalter ¥oward, Brad Mochol, Steve Smith and Yours
Truly,

[sic] joke department. On the back of this photo was printed:
Zen and the Art of Kayaking...

And the novice asked, "But master, how will I learn to kayak?"
The master replied, "You have a paddle, when you have a paddle
I will give you one; and when you have no paddle I will take
one away."

The novice puzzled replied, "But master, I do not understand."
At that the master screamed, "Oh you carpe," and kicked the
novice and his boat down the river. --Kevin Jordan

Allen Pedden

Back issues of Canoe Magazine available; Jan., 1982,through April, 1983, @ $2,50 ea,, or all 7 for $15

(Same issues now cost $24 if gotten from publisher,) Good condition. Call Roger Nott,404-536-6923,
FOR SALE: Famous River Machine Kayak, Kevlar layup with float bags, ) Life is a River.

etha-foam walls and cockpit cover. 1In excellent shape and 5

weighs only 24 pounds. New cost is now $1200, now asking

only $350. Call Hank Klausman at 955-0553.

Which puts me in mind of a strange experience when I was in
college in Cambridge, Mass. I was crossing a bridge over the
Charles, when my wallet fell out of my pocket, over the rail and
into the river. Before it sank from sight, it was seized by a
large carp, who tossed it to ancther carp, who jumped twice and
tossed it to a third carp, and so on around the bend.

It was the damndest case of carp-to-carp walletting I've ever
seen.

FOR SALE: Lettman design kayak by Mithril Kayaks. Fiberglass, approx. 35 lbs.,
orange and white. Scratches, but no fractures, no leaks. Great first boat =-- $200.
New NRS kayak flotation bags, never been used -- $30 for the pair. Call Tommy

or Christiann at (404) 924-9067, day or evening (before 10 p.m., please).

JULY 30th--AUGUST 7th--MADRAC VI--Sue Smith reports it will be 9 days on the Mississippi from
Burlington, Towa to St, Louis, Missouri or a total of 224 miles. If you want to paddle

s : . - . sy s Postscript: Here on the inside of tl acket, you can see
just 1-3 days it is $36-per person § if you wish to paddle 4 -9 days, it is $50- per person. Possarmisaiiesis ohrans wore attachod Soove 1t beltlinm, 80
This is going to be a fun trip, meeting all the folks in each town you stop & they will cook they can go underneath the sprayskirt. I received my '88
the meals & they usually cost from $2.50 - $5- per person. There will be entertainment each Wildwater Designs catalog today, and the Hifloat kits have
night at your campsite., Gear is carried in semi-trailer for you. Sue Smith does a fabulous been withdrawn. However, recently I ran into a paddler who
job in setting up this trip. Write her at 922 No. 3rd, Burlington, OA. 52601 for brochure. bought a Hifloat kit years ago and never sewed it together.
Sue hopes to have MADRAC in 1989 go from Winona, Minn, to Dubuque, Iowa! Thers may be more of you out there; or at least my notes on

crotch straps may prove useful. —Ed. - 4




THE LAST OF THE HOMEMADE HIFLDATS

The do-it-yourself Hifloat life jacket kit marketed by Wildwater
Designs has been a real trend-setter. It first appeared over ten
years ago, at a time when commercial PFDs evolving for whitewater
were perceived as being short on flotation, flimsy and prone to
excessive deterioration. Some pre- Coast Guard PFDs had only about
13 lbs of flotation when new, and even the Coast Guard required no
more than 15.5. The Wildwater Hifloat provided from 26 to 30 lbs, it
was made of heavy nylon cordura, and it used flexible foam which was
less likely to break down under abuse or to deteriorate with age.

The first completed Hifloat I recall seeing was worn by Dave
Garrity on the Chauga Gorge-- '79 perhaps? It looked bulky but
impressive. Most paddlers didn't want to take a chance with a kit, so
they watched the market, and a few companies familiar with the
Wildwater design began to design in a larger amount of better quality
flotation material, and to beef up their fabric and stitching.
Charlie Walbridge of Wildwater Designs had speculated in his kit
instructions that a real Hifloat would not sell well enough to
Jjustify production, but the market and market awareness have grown
phenomenally, and for several years now we have all.been able to buy
a ready- made Hifloat. By now there are even Hifloat clones.

Because of my own slightly unusual dimensions, including an
unusually long but shallow rib cage, the ready-made Hifloats did not
fit well. The belt line was too high up on the rib cage, so that the
belt had to be tied excessively tight to minimize ride- up. Even the
large size was too loose in the chest, underarm cinch straps
notwithstanding, So I knew I would have to build the kit to get it
right.

The '87 Wildwater Designs catalog made it fairly clear that the
Hifloat kits would not be offered much longer. I don't know the
reason. Perhaps the inability to certify kit PFDs as Coast Guard
approved was making lawyers nervous. Or maybe the ready- mades were
destroying the kit market..

So I sent off $36 for a 'large,' any color as long as it was blue,
and started learning again how to sew. The kit came with a very
heavy polyester thread, and a few missteps trying to adjust thread
and bobbin tension threw our cheap Singer totally out of synch.

Forty more bucks to get it fixed. The heavy blue thread still didn't
lock~- stitch quite symmetrically, but I thought I could manage.

When you allow for all the ips and outs of the multiple tubes full
of flotation, it takes a lot of cloth to make a Hifloat. Sewing the
inner and outer fronts and backs went OK, installation of the heavy
zipper went tolerably well, and when it came time’ to turn the 'inside
outside, I managed to figure it out without much help from the
instructions.

Next the tube chambers were marked and sewed. Hifloats, homemade
or otherwise, normally come with an immense long tube of flotation
which runs right over the shoulder. The instructions noted that some
paddlers found the over-the-shoulder foam would interfere with
technical paddling, and offered an slternative, a "low-profile"
shoulder in which a short segment of thinner 1" foam replaced the
continuous 2" foam. I took this option, and strongly recommend it..
Why aren't the commercial Hifloats and clones made this way?

Somewhere around this point I ran out of the heavy blue thread
which came with the kit. I got some very strong black nylon thread
at Hancock, and suddenly my little Singer was stitching evenly on
both sides like it was supposed to. in the first place.

Because I was moving the beltline down an inch, I cut all the
longer upper foam pieces an inch longer, and all the short lower
pieces an inch shorter. Next it was time to insert the foam, which
was a real bitch, even using most . of the tricks given in the
instructions. I trimmed the corners, and I talcum-powdered the foam,
and with a certain amount of swearing, got it in place.

There were a couple of times in this project when Wildwater had
provided some very slick illustrations of how a certain complex seam
was to be folded an sewn. Unfortunately I simply could not make head
or tail out of these, so I simply made up my own system and struggled
along. Thus the seams underneath the arms, where the front and back
of the jacket are joined, probably don't lock anything like Charlie
Walbridge intended, and they sure are ugly, but they won't fail.

I think sewing the beltline came next, and then inserting the short
pieces into the lower foam compartments, after which I could do the
hemeseses o + But then came a surprising shock. These foam pieces,
which I had shortened as part of the plan to move the belt line down
an inch, were all about an inch too short, or else this zipper was
too long! So I called Wildwater, and the person on the other end

w

confirmed that the zipper length was correct. We did not manage to
figure out why my simply moving the belt zone down an inch, and
adjusting the specified foam segment lengths accordingly, should have
caused this remarkable discrepancy. So I used neoprene cement to glue
on an extra 1" of foam onto each segment. If you should race to buy
one of the last of these kits, don't cut those lower foam segments to
length until you see where the bottom end of the zipper and the lower
hemline will be. If you are a decked boater, put on your spray skirt
and your PFD-in-progress, and see how long the lower jacket can be
without interference with the spray skirt. K-1 paddlers will need to
fold the lower sec¢tion upward, or simply omit it for a "shorty"

~design still having over 22 lbs flotation.

The lower hem was another place where the instructions and diagrams
stumped me. I faked a good hem, but ope end of the elastic came
loose and I had to tack it down where I found it. o

The belt in the kit is made by sewing. a long tube of fabrie, and
then threading it outside in to hide'the cut edges of the seam. The
belt is sewn to the center back of 'the jacket. I made up some belt
loops and added them to the sides to keep the belt from hanging all
over creation when untied.

The jacket fits me exactly, although if I.were not so tall in the
body, the lower end of the jacket would interfere with my C-1
sprayskirt. I tried it out on a cool fall day, and found it too warm,
probably due to the close fit and the coated nylon fabric.

I didn't like the belt tie, a rotten way to fasten the belt, which
plays such a vital role in keeping the jacket from sliding up and off
when swimming in heavy water. So I dropped in at Smoky Mountain
Sports, where Steve Biggers found a quick release plastic buckle
which fit the belt exactly. Better yet, he had some Delta crotch
strap kits, long nylon straps with quick release buckles.

If you read whitewater drowning descriptions, you know that the
unfortunate victim is sometimes found sans life jacket. Lots of
paddlers wear PFDs which are too loose ("comfortable"). You can see
this when they swim: the jacket shoulders rise way up around their
ears, so that they're floating no higher than if they were wearing a
$10 horse collar. In an entrapment, if the upper body trails
downstream, with the arms extended over the head, then the force of
the current can get under the lower edge of the jacket and strip it
right off over the head.

If you won't wear a properly fitted jacket, with a belt low enough
and tight enough to keep it from rising on your chest, then you
should consider crotch straps. Some PFDs from Delta have attachment
points for crotch straps, and some America's Cup models come with
crotch straps whether you want them or not! I haven't had a chance
yet to check these jackets to see if the straps are mounted in the
proper place, which is where??

For an open boater, crotch straps could be sewn to the inside
bottom edge of the PFD, but this may not work for decked boaters
unless the PFD is unusually short. Crotch straps must pass under the
spray skirt, so they must be attached to the inside of the PFD above
the top edge of the spray skirt. If you're built like me, that will
be above the belt line of the jacket.

After a lot of trial fitting, I located mounting points on the
inner surface of flotation tubes just above the belt line. If I'd
put crotch straps in at the right time, I could have sewn them on
with the Singer. I didn't trust hand sewing, not even if I could get
a curved needle. Instead, I sewed the strap ends to some spare nylon
fabric from the kit, and then used good ol' neoprene cement like
contact cement to glue the fabric patches and strap ends in place.
Feels very strong. The quick release buckles with length adjustments
are down in the groin, just above the hip adductor tendons.

My Hifloat is no work of art. There's a lot of ugly, crooked
stitching. I was so concerned about the loose underside of the
lockstitch, caused by that excessively heavy polyester thread
supplied with the kit, that I painted the underside of these stitches
with neoprene cement. For the ugliness I take most of the credit. I
am concerned about some parts of the kit instructions, and I'm a
little surprised that the Hifloat kits could stay on the market so
long without these problems being corrected. I'm a very experienced
kit builder, with a Frostline rain parka, several furniture kits,
several electronics kits, two harpsichords, a clavichord and a
dulcimer to my credit. I also write kit instructions for do-it-
yourself rehabilitation devices, and I think the Hifloat instructions
need work. Probably this is a dead issue, with the only
do-it-yourself PFD kit about to disappear forever.

NEXT MONTH: More on PFDs.

---Ed.
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February 12, 1988

Croess CNOEN S A SEDHt 770N, FVCE.

Gary Debacher, Editor
Eddyline

1441 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA 30322

Dear Gary:

| would like to make some corrections to Allen Hedden's article
"Chattooga Wild and Scenic Airport". As a long time GCA member and even
longer-time environmentalist, | do not support the Rabun County airport,
This latest boondoogle of the Rabun County commissioners is truly
amazing. However, Allen made some allegatiortabout the Forest Service's
role in developing this proposal which, frankly, are just not true. | work
closely with the Gainesville office as the coordinator for ForestWatch, a
citizen's group that monitors Forest Service actions across the national
forest. And they did not approve the proposal -- far from it.

Agencies have certain rules dictated by legislation which they must
follow. One of the rules is the NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act)
process which assesses the environmental impacts of projects which use
federal money or involve federal property. In the case of the airport, two
federal agencies are involved, Federal Aviation Administration and the U.S.
Forest Service. The Forest Service merely agreed to let the FAA consider
funding a study of the siting of an airport in Rabun County. THIS DOES NOT
MEAN THAT THEY AGREE THAT THE AIRPORT WILL BEBUILTON THE
PROPOSED SITE. Actually, the study will probably provide the evidence as

' to why the airport is unfeasable and uneconomic. Any decision, whether

to run Bull Sluice or allow an airport to be built, requires information.
The Forest Service agreed to let FAA gather that information.

The problems of siltation, pollution from fuel, noise pollution,
impacts on wilderness experience on the Chattooga River will be assessed
along with economic analysis of costs and benefits. It is only a bit over
20 miles from the Toccoa airport to downtown Clayton and a.1/2 hour
drive from the Franklin airport to Clayton. Need is another factor that
will be assesssed. The study, | wager, will serve to give opponents the
hard facts needed to put an end to this idea.

At this point in the process, GCA would be more effective in
preserving the Chattooga River by writing the Southern Regional office of
the Federal Aviation Administration at P.O. Box 20636, Atlanta, Georgia
30320 and tell them of your opposition to the project rather than gunning
after the Forest Service. The FAA is looking for "Objections based on valid
aeronautical reasons". (Is anti-aircraft fire from kayaks one of those???)
As of this writing the FAA has not given the study funding to Rabun
County, although rumors are that funding has been approved. The NEPA
process requires public comment and hearings. We need to get together
with other groups which share GCA's views and put an end to this project
for good. (The Rabun County airport idea has been around for many years.)

The Forest Service can be wrong. | was a representatives of one of <he
conservation groups that appealed the Chattahoochee/Oconee managment
plan a couple of years ago and have been on opposite sides from them on
occasion since. But, in this case, the Forest Service is outwardly neutral
and, | suspect, internally on our side. The agency is not fond of special use
permits; land exchanges are done to consolidate inholdings not make them;
they cannot donate the land to Rabun County. The Forest Service is charged
with protecting water quality and wildlife, neither which is likely to be
results of this airport project. | believe that Allen's article has done
them a disservice. This issue is far from approved and he may be harming
a potential ally.

Do, however, write your senators and representatives to
pressure them to stop this plan. Those of you living in north Georgia
can also write Sam F. Dayton, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Georgia
Mountains Planning and Development Commission at Box 1720, Gainesville,
Georgia 30503 or the Bureau of State Planning and Community Affairs.
Frankly, you'll have better luck with the congressmen.

Sincerely,
A

o W oty

Jean McGrady

P, O. Box 7023, Atisnts, Georgia 30357
‘ebruary 1%, 1988

Jean Nefrady
2646 Hawthorne Place
4tlanta, Georgia 30345

Dear Jean:

Thank wou for your informative letter to the editor, You are
obviously very well informed on the subject of the proposed Rabun
County lirport., I certainly.wish we could have tallied before I
wrote the initial Bddy Line article on the subject,

As you probably know by now, the Forest Service has also in-
formed me very emphatically that they have not approved the Air-
port ¥roposal, only the study of the site, I probably should have
clkosen my words a bit more carefully when preparingz the article,
but T was trring to get the article to the editor for last minute
sublication in the Eddy Tine and I was workina from very sketchy
information., M4y <oal was to inform the readers of what was possi-
bly happening to the Chattooga ''ild and Scenic River and to cause
+he readers to take some action. My success was bheyond nmy zreatest
expectations, We definitely got the attention of the Forest Service
and caused them to realize the extent of public opposition to their
action. ‘le also rot the attention of the fGeorgia llountains Planning
and Tevelopment Commission and the Wederal Aviation \dministration.

I have already corrected my initial statement while still con-
tending that the Torest Service was way out of line to even allow
this site to come under consideration, Your letter states that the
Torest Service merely agreed to let the PAL consider funding a study
of ‘the siting of an airport in Rabun County., This simplv is not
true, The forest Service agreed to the funding of the study of this
specific site, and no other at this time., As far as targeting the
Torest Jervice, vou and I poth know that the FAA is primarily inter-
ested in aeronautical reasons to approve or disapprove of this site.
The Forest Service is hopefully more interested in environmental
reasons and public ovinion, since they are charged with the public
trust of caring for publicly owned forest land. Je also are both
avare. that this project will not come to fruition without positive
action from the Yorest Service. That is why they are, and should be,
one aof the tarsets of public outcry, I did not mean to be "zunning
after the Forest Service", only suggesting that readers contact them
and their Congressional Representatives to voice their opposition.

Jean, this is the same rorest Service that is so concerned with
protecting the "wilderness experience" on the Chattooga River that
they severely limit the number of boats we are allowed to permit on
club trips on the river and they strictly control launch times and
locations, Fow could this concern ever be reconciled with even al-
lowingz this site to be studied as a possible airport site? If the
Torest Service were truly a potential ally in our fight against
this proposal, all it would have taken to squash it in its infancy
was a little two letter word "Wo" from the late Forest Supervisor
“at Thomas when he was first approached about this proposal.

Another concern I have about the Gainesville Office of the
Torest 3ervice is that although this has been a formal proposal
since at least the spring of 1987, and although they were cautioned
in Auesust of 1987 by the Forest Supervisor of the P'rancis Marion &
Sumter ational Torests about not appearing to go behind anyone's
back and about favoring an activity that would obviously detract
from the Chattooga River experience, the issue still procedéd as
far as it did without any general public knowledge. I hope with
the change of leadership at the Gainesville Office that we are
seeing a truly open and above board operation there, and that the
public will be kept informed about what is going on.

Thank you also for your suggestions on contacting senators,
representatives, the Tederal Aviation idministration, the Georgia
liountains Planning and Development Commission, and the Bureau of
State Planning and Community Affairs., Please keep us informed of
any actions which may take place on this proposal., You seem to
have some very good sources of information,

Sincerely,
G e
C%V\/?/tzé
Allen Hedden,
President

branches,

“Watch for low-hanging
Bernice. . . .
JERRY VAN AMERONGEN
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HI-JINKS ON HORSE CREEK

We weren't there but from reports by Joe Mustion, Jack & Anne Mc Ewen, John § Ida Sale,
we understand that 12 canoests were detained by a irate landowner till the DeSoto County sheriff
arrived on a recent Club canoe trip. Our canoeists crossed his fence which displayed a 'posted"
sign in order to put in at a bridge over Horse Creek. Disregarding any road right of way, his
fence extended to the bridge abutment. The landowner instructed the paddlers to beach their.
canoes on his property while waiting the Sheriff and said he had fenced across the creek down
river and it would be illegal to cross his fences. That is he was stopping all navigation.
The Sheriff upon arriving, let the cruise continue since the car shuttle had already been made
and met the canoeists at the take-out. He did not take names and Joe Mustion has heard no
more about it,

1. Was the landowner in error fencing to a bridge abutment?
2. Is it legal to cross a fence across a waterway--we know cattlemen must do this on
shallow creeks to keep the cattle from straying but can you legally cross this type of fence?

Attorneys for the Georgia Canoeing Association Canoe Club recently sued two landowners
denying access and passage on free flowing Georgia streams and amazingly they quickly won when
the landowners settled out of court. It seems that the owners had a buyer for their property
& couldn't finalize the sale with a lawsuit tying them up. We appeal to Club members with
legal training to comment on the Horse Creek problem.

LANDOWNER RELATIONS - By Jack Mc Ewen

nEventually landowner relations come up when clubs are active in outdoor activites. Al-
though good reiations are of paramount importance the problem of trespass can arise. The fol-
lowing are some of the basic laws on the subject & advice suggested by people that might
administer them. All property is subject to trespass at the owner's pleasure.*Land over 5 acres
shall be posted at least 500' or less, at corners of the property § at any entrance. *Signs
must have 2'" minimum letters & the name of person responsible for the posting. *Signs shall be
installed as close to the property line as reasonable. *Some exceptions to trespass are persons
engaged in a reasonable activity such as salespersons unless a no solicitor's sign is posted,
persons asking directions or emergency situations. *If told to leave by the person in charge of
the property, you should start to leave as soon as you can & should remove all of your property.
I+ is your right to do so. *To hold you or your property by threat or force can be a felony on
the part of the owner. *Also to tell you to remain on the property in front of witnesses voids
the trespass § is an implied invitation. *You don't have to identify yourself to anyone but an
officer of the law. *Trespass is a misdemeanor § an officer has to witness you on the property.
It is best to leave before they arrive. Doing so generally satisfies the trespass laws. For
the owner to pursue it further he would have to sign a complaint § get a warrant issued for
your arrest. This usually requires him to identify you. The penalty for trespass can be $1,000-
fine § 1 year in jail. *You can be sued in civil court for any damage to the property. *The -
laws are unclear on what constitutes a navigatable water but it's generally to the high water
mark. *The State statutes that cover trespass are 810-09,11 and the fence laws are 588.01,
588,011, 588.09 § 588,10,

Thanks to Anne Mc Ewen in helping research the laws to base this article § the police
officers § state attorneys for their time § advice to make this a reasonable advice on the

subject. It has been said forewarned is forearmed. Let us hope there will never be a need to
use this information. As good property owner relations are the best way.'

Tellico River.....Saturdau, 2!6/88.....6&99, 1.85.....A1ir Temp 15 F.

The forecast was for *the coldest weather of the winter.

Warshaw, who was scheduled to lead a wildcard Ttrip,

was not certifiably crazy would paddle

that the Tellico was running.

We met at Joan‘s Restaurant
temperature was 13° , and we weren’t sure that 1.89 ft.
water to run the section from the bridoe below Jared’s Knee.
decided to put one car at the takeout and one about halfway doun.
an experienced winter paddler and had run Section
previous weekend, but in relatively balmy 40 F weather.

in this weather.

in Tellico Plains around 11:00.

layers of fuzzy sunthetics and wool under our dryusuits..

Our group were four men in OPen Canoes.
Heddeny, and Andy Warshaw, and two women
Hands and feet were the main problem.
off at the halfway cary, claiming sanituy and painful fingers.
better gloves from Allen and pogie-liners from Doug and quickly cast aside my
prejudice against feeling trapped in pogies as my finogers went from painfully

cold to warm and toasty.

The Tellico was absoclutely gorgecus.

was that corystal green that uou sometimes see in unspoiled streams
There wasn’t any ice omn the river

winter.

in kayaks,

Prad Nichol, Doug Klaucke,
Elaine Jensen and myself.
Neither Andy or 1 had pogies.

The weather was clear and the water

icicles had formed where water had spashed on overhanging brush.

Since my muffled up paddling was not very precise,
section of the Tellico is not very difficult,

Mantahala.

canoes carried an exterior lader of ice and small icicles on the insides.

the paddles were iced except where we held them.
of fun problem as Elazine and I had to thaw in front of the space heater at the
restaurant before we could take off owr lifejackets which were

shoulder, including the zippers.

Evelun Hopkins

Takeout presented a final sort

T KNOW. THATSS WY T
BOUGHT !

ALLIGATOR ATTACK ON OKLAWAHA RIVER KAYAKER

Long time F.S.P. C., member Dave Phillips was leading the Oklawaha River race on Dec. 12th
about 7 miles south of the Silver Springs boat ramp. Paddling a 17' Olympic flatwater kayak
50 vards ahead of national canoe champions Gene Jemsen § Al Rudquist, Dave saw an 8' to 10'
gator on the surface in the middle of the river, which was 60' wide at this point. The gator
had already sensed him, turned and was swimming rapidly toward him. 'He had catching me on his
mind from the start' reports Dave, At 20! hissing and grunting, the gator opened its jaws wide
and really charged, Two feet away and still closing at 7 m.p.h. racing speed, Dave shouted
"vou S.0.B," swung his paddle at it while at the same time twisting away in the kayak to pre-
sent the hull to the gator which was striking at him in the cockpit. Upside down he exited on
the opposite side as the gator's jaws slid along the fiberglas. After a record breaking swim
30" to the shore Dave turned and saw the gator had released the kayak and was floating along
side it. As Jensen § Rudquist approached the gator submerged. The canoeists retrieved the
kayak and patched it up with duct tape. Adrenaline pumping Phillips was still able to finish
second in the race. Upon inspection of the craft the gator's jaws had slid along to the yide
delta where it crushed the top deck and put a series of tooth holes in the hull, The gator
is still there. Since no one was hurt it will not be considered an alligator attack, A Game

& Fish officer later apologized for the gator saying it mistook Phillips for a 17' white and
vellow swimming deer. , .

e

Cate Malone/The Times
Man of Medicine Bow: Environmentalist Mark Warren
shows students how to get back to nature at Medicine Bow, lo-
sated in Lumpkin County.

Medicine Bow: Teaching
‘of nature comes naturally

(Note: Mark was GCA's Training Director several years in the late 1970'

By Cate Malone
The Times , Gainesville, GA.

DAHLONEGA — Imagine walking through a high
meadow:

The brilliantly colored forest outlines a backdrop
of mountains,

The trees you see you can call by name.

You glide silently past bushes that are familiar
friends. -

Fox grapes tangle in the limbs of a persimmeon tree.

You stop and enjoy the startling tang of both wild
fruits before continuing your walk. ’

Sounds of water carry on the wind and a dance of
leaves crosses the bright blue sky: You are at home in
a known and beloved world. . . . .

Taking such a walk is easy — as long as you have a
little *‘environmental education.”” Learning how to
enjoy nature by participating in it is what Medicine
Bow is all about.

icine Bow, outside of Dahl is the 120-
acre home and teaching ground of Mark Warren, one
1

-ing from the assortment of wild berries, nuts and

Ty

— though Warren teaches the necessary basics. Eat-

grasses available in the woods, learning the tracks of
wild animals, making rope from the inner bark of
trees and creating fire using the Indian bow and drill
method are just a few of the activities he teaches.
*“Teaching these primitive things is teaching the
beginnings again,” Warren says. ‘‘The most basic of
things seems magical and incredible (to some).”
Asaneducator, Warren hopes conservation willbe
the end product of his teaching. He says the naturak
d of technology to di people from na-
ture is what allows so much pollution and resource.
exploitation to occur. *"The great national secret ig
we still depend on that link (nature) and yet are so
removed from it we can spoil our own nest."”
Warren believes conservation depends on the mo-
tivation of people interested enough and familia:
enough with nature to want to do something. *In
redi ing our vital tion with nature,” he
says, *‘we step off the illusion of the free ride and

of Georgia's foremost naturalists and envir a
educators. Selected as Georgia's Conservation Edu-
cator of the Year by the National Wildlife Federation
in 1980, Warren served for 10 years as a naturalist
and educator for the Georgia Conservancy before
opening his own school in the north Georgia foothills
three years ago. .

**Medicine Bow is a concept I've carried with me
for a long time,'" Warren says. *'The concept is ba-
sically to reconnect people to their natural roots. . .
This connection has come loose in most people's life-
style.”

At Medicine Bow, learning how to connect with

wards of the Earth who respect, listen and
give back.”

Warren sees his work as *‘the attempt to send out
the medicine of awareness through the bow of teach-
ing.” His weekend seminars are open to people 1&
and older. Individual instruction can be arranged.
Though he recently has taught in schoals as far away
as Minnesota, he has not done much work with locaj
schools. "I really wish people interested in this king
of thing would get in touch with me,’’ he says. ''}
really would like to teach in this area."

Anyone interested in learning more about Medj.
cine Bow may write to: Medicine Bow, Route 3, Boy

nature {s more than a}botany lesson on a blackt
.

3230, D ville, Ga. 30534 or call 404-864-56928.

1 called Andy
+to tell him that no one whop
Andy softly replied

on the gaoe was enough
After looking,
Everyone was
IV of the Chattooga the
Very guickly we put on

Andy took
I borrowed some

in the
itselfs, but lovely pear—shaped

I was glad that this

maybe a little harder than the
We had a blast, whooping and hollering through the waves.

iced up to the



