. MOUNTAINTOWN
OUTDOOR
EXPEDITIONS
In Stock- Mohawk Whitewater Canoes:
Whitewater 16 »% Rogue x% Challenger

Try one out!
Rental off 'price of new boat.

Full line of PERCEPTION kayak egpmnt

Wilderness Outback A.T. Bike
Sales -- Rentals

"Full line of backpacking and
campilng gear -- sales and rental

"RQUALITY GEAR FOR THE
WILDERNESS ADVENTURER?"™

(404) 635-2524

Ellijay, GA

"CARTECAY FUN DAY"

YOUR TRIP ON JUNE 20-’87
COULD BE WORTH $300.00

OPEN CLASS FUN RUN
CANOES - KAYAKS - C-BOATS

PUT-IN AFTER 10 AM
TAKE-OUT AT BLACKBERRY MTN. BY 5 PM

DRAWING OF TAKE-OUT TIMES DECIDES
WINNER!

$10 ENTRY PER BOAT- INCLUDES T-SHIRT
$5 EACH PASSENGER FOR T-SHIRT

contact:
MOUNTAINTOWN OUTDOOR EXPEDITIONS
ELLIJAY, GA
404-635-2524

9 AM - 5 PHM

Fimmow, sho. Wowld
Gy helmet amd short
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GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023 |
ATLANTA, GA 30357

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

KAY29'87

H METER
L 303386

| Roger & Beth Nott
! 233:5 Stephens Circle
| Gamesville, GA 30506

TIME LIMIT
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DEADLINE for the next newsletter is the 15th. Send material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd, Atlanta, GA 30322. (Do not send to his home
address, or it will get lost in the fallout of the typical nuclear family.) Please type border-to-border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs
and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This saves valuable space. Good, high quality photos, cartoons, artwork, and elippings of general
interest to the paddling community are also welcome. Want ads are free for members selling used paddling equipment only; see details elsewhere.

ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd. NE,
Atlanta, just north of Brookwood Station next to an Intl. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Andy Warshaw, 478-2104) so he can plan time on the agenda.

" 13-14 “SOUTHEASTERN SLALOM AND WILDWATER RACES SPONSORED BY GCA AT THE NANTAHALA

30 Chattooga 2 - 1-2(3) trained beginner Thayer & Allen Grumbine 803-288-0212

Nantahala 2-3, interm. Brenda Burnette  425-9671

Upper Hooch 2-3, interm. Gordon Lindsay — 381-8644

31 Nantahala 2-3, interm. Hank Miles 487-8362
Cartecay 2-3, interm. John Bell 977-0893

June 6 Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Jay Kessler 843-1642
Nolichucky (TN)  3-4, very advanced Wayne Gentry 984-9198

7 Etowah Cleanup Trip 1-2, easy and fun Ed Schultz 266-3734
Ocmulgee 1-2, trained beginner Bill Mclendon 973-5864
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced John DeCastro 373-0224

RIVER. VOLUNTEER FOR FUN, FODD AND FELLOWSHIP!

20 Advanced kayak clinic Wayne Gentry 984-9198 g .
Broad class 1-2 Dan & Elise McIntyre 252-9513 . .
Upper Hooch Cleanup Stuart Stokes 636-9841 10-12. ‘Z..‘::.r("
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Jack & Julia Crosby 995-9434 - T
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Louis Jacobs 633-3432 "WHAT A CLEAR UNSHOILED STREAM!...You (AN
21 Squirt Boat Workshop Wayne Gentry 984-9198 READ THE LABELS ON THE BEER.CANG!"
Upper Hooch-Smith Island to Duncan Bridge Carol Mercer 373-6683
Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Jim Silavent 587-0527
JUNE IS AMERICAN RIVERS MONTH- TIME
26-27-28 Beginners kayak clinic Wayne Gentry 984-9198 TO CLEAN UP YOUR FAVORITE RIVERS.
27 Broad 1-2, trained beginner Nancy Barker 874-8897
Nantahala 2-3, interm. Andy Lyons 482-1713
Upper Amicalola Cleanup Roger Nott 1-536-6923

We may do part of lower Amicalola depending on water level, group size, experience.
28 Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate AJ Cote 963-0631
July 4 Freedom of the Rivers Ceremony & Fireworks Display at Smith Island. Just kidding.

Call Cruisemaster Jim Silavent at 587-1172 to volunteer to lead trips. Rob Kerr is the impromptu trip leader. Call him at 641-9108 to

plan unscheduled trips. Jump trips for high water--- advanced boaters only, class 4-5, call Nolan Whitesell during the day at 325-5330.
WEDNESDAY EVENING METRO HOOCH TRIPS will begin on May 6. Usually we will meet at 6:15 PM at the hwy 41 parking lot, but call Gary DeBacher at
634-4651 (H) in case he is running the Island Shoals or Atlanta Waterworks sections. This is a good opportunity for beginners in training to put
in some practice time on the water.

SLALOM GATE RACING CLINIC...SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 9 AM AT POWERS ISLAND, POWERS FERRY ROAD.

This clinic, held jointly with the Atlanta Whitewater Club, is open to all skill levels and all boats including both solo and tandem opens.
Cruisers are encouraged to attend. Instructors will be Mike Larimer and Steve Thomas, the newest members of the U.S. National Racing Team.
Sharpen your skills for the Southeasterns. Thers will be a $7 donation from participants to support the ACA Junior Dixie Division. For further
Jinformation, contact Steve Thomas, 292-5992, between 7 and 9 PM. ]

A SAFETY NOTE ON THE BROAD RIVER LUNCH STOP. One of the time-honored customs of paddling the Broad is body surfing from the midstream rocks
where we usually eat lunch. A little- known fact is that there are some dangerous leg-trapping rocks right in the middle of the current jet
where people surf. I know they're there, because I nearly lost my life there in full view of the lunching multitude. FOrtunately, my knee gave
way, freeing me in time. The following summer, Gene Wilkes wrenched his knee badly in the same place. The current is strong enoough that it
will be difficult to get out to free anyone suffering a leg entrapment there. Even if you succeed in keeping your legs up, you may bresk your
coccyx on the same rocks, and you're only setting a bad example for observers who don't understand the dynamics and dangers of body surfing. My
advice is, pass it up, and get others to do the same. --Ed. -




THIRD ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The GCA, in response to your great efforts of last year, is proud to
announce the Third Annual Membership Drive. Prizes this year are bigger and
better than ever, and will be awarded on the basis of the number of new (or
lapsed) members you recruit. All prizes are cash: First Prize is $50, Second
Prize is $35, and Third Prize is $25. The contest will run from June 1 through
September 30, with prizes awarded at the October General Membership Meeting.

Membership forms may be obtained by calling me (373-6683) or Andy Warshaw.
Applications must be received by September 30 to gqualify for prizes.

When yvou meet other paddlers who are not GCA members, talk about the club--
the races, clinics, social events, rclling practice, and our super trip schedule
every weekend of the year and most holidays.

I can also use your help in getting membership applications to the outdoor
shops and outfitters in and around the state. If your local outfitter or
outdoor shop does not have applications in hand, call me and we’ll see that they
receive some. [ especially need this type of help outside the metro area (I-285
and beyond). .

As a larger club, we can provide more services to our members, schedule
trips and social events, and also be financially able to work effectively in the
area of river rights and conservation.

--Carol Mercer, Membership Chairman (373-6683)

Overheard at recent GCA Potluck:
"I wonder if they’ll ever give the Editor a lifetime membership?"

"What for? He never pays his dues anyway!®

REASONS FOR RACING

With the Southeasterns scheduled for Jine 13-14 some of vyou may be asking
yourselves why 1in the heck should I race? Two vears ago [ let David Tillis con me
into racing in C-1 slalom (novice) and 0C-2 wildwater (cruising) even though I
had never even seen a race before. Dave and 1 finished 4th in wildwater +in my
Mohawk and I got a lucky break and made all of the gates in my Gyramax finishing
1st in slalom. 1 have been hooked on racing ever since then!

During '86 and '87 my dabbling with racing has given me several good reasons
for racing: 1) Racing improves your paddling skillis. Racing forces a person to
make moves and learn techniques, etc. that they may otherwise never develop.
Several of Canoe Magazines "Top Ten" whitewater experts strongly recommend slalom
racing. 2) Racing is excelient motivation to get in good physical condition. It's
difficult to Jjust work out. eat right, give up any bad vices, etc. just for the
heck of it. 3) Racing is fun. It is extremely satisfying to perform up to vour
potential, win, Jlose, or draw. Developing that potential through workouts is not
half bad either. Compared to jogging or calisthenics, paddling flatwater is truly
fun. 4) Racing s safe. 5) Racing tells it Tike it is. Whether it's work or
play, everyone likes to feel Tike they are improving their skills. A possible
problem dinbherent with whitewater cruising results from this. The person
continually paddles more difficult rivers even though their skill levels may not
have improved as fast, and this occasionally results 1in someone getting their
butt kicked. Racing may force a person to deal with reality without hurting
anything other than their pride because it serves as a means to measure skills.

The Southeasterns are some of the best races around because there are classes
for everyone. See you at the races. John Pinverd

ANNUAL SOUTHEASTERN'S HOTDOG CONTEST

Immediately following the Open Boat Slalom on Sunday June 14, there will be a

hotdog contest held 1in the falls area of the Nantahala. Unlike the hotdog

contest held on the Ocoee on Memorial Day Weekend, this contest_tis_open_ _to all_
types__of boats, admission _is free, and Judging will be _based solely on _crowd._
appeal_and originality. Open boaters, this is your chance to get even with the

decked boaters, so don't wimp out. Prizes will be donated by the N.O.C.

OQutfitters Store. For additional information or to commit your boat and body,

see John Pinverd or call at 993-3678.

Riverwatch volunteers (above) enjoy being in-
volved in vital conservation issues.

Volunteers Equal to
the Task Force

The Conservancy has formed task forces to
work on several important issues facing us in
the coming months and years. Now 1is your
chance to become involved in this very import-
ant area of Conservancy action. All types of
volunteer help are needed for the task forces,
so please sign up if you are at all interest-
ed, whether or not you feel you have some
special expertise to contribute. To sign up
for a task force, call the chairman, listed

copy of the membership dissues questionnaire
that serves as a basis for this new system.

Regional Reservoirs: Studying and recommend-
1ng Conservancy position regarding proposals
for regional water supply reservoirs through-
out the state. Chairman - Sally Bethea, phone
404/872-1483.

Clean Air: Primarily dealing with analysis of
and recommended actions on proposed amendments
to the federal Clean Air Act, involving acid
rain, chlorofluorocarbons, and air toxics.
Chairman - Chuck McGrady, phone 404/934-3041.
River Watch: Get out on the Chattahoochee to
heTp spot potential violations of law and
other problem areas. Chairman - Linda
Mitchell, phone 404/642-4000.

Altamaha River Channelization Proposal:
AnaTyzing ~and  recommending positions and
actions on the newly-resurrected proposal for
channelization of the Altamaha River. Chair-
man - Jim Cooley, phone 404/549-0389.

Coastal Marshlands: Analyzing the protection
of coastal marshlands under the Coastal Marsh-
lands Protection Act and other laws and regu-
lations. Chairman - Lane Morrison, phone
912/233-1108.

Morgan Falls Reservoir Dredging: Reviewing
the proposal for dredging of the Morgan Falls
Reservoir as a potential alternative to the
Chattahoochee re-regulation dam. Chairman -
Ed Schultz, phone 404/266-3734.

below. Call either office if you'd like
PYRANHA/SEDA plastic kayaks and accessories for sale., Used on NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER descent of Mt. Everest. Call Chris Thompson @ 352-
3179. Priced below other crosslinked plastic boats - superior designs.

For Sale: Farmer John Wet Suit $50.00, Yakima Kayak Stackers $20.00, 6-man

raft $155.00.

Chuck Gregory 971-0779.

DIVISION TNFORMATION FOR SUMMER 1987, In July there will be a

AGA DIXTE

DIXIE DIVISGTION ACA Fiver Rescue Rodeo at the NOD. On Sept 2627 there will
e an Instructor Methods Workshop (one of these is reguired per four years
to retain yvour ACA Instructor Certification). Also that Satuwrday night

will be the Dixie Division ACA Arnaal Meeting. Try to be there. Dreon Mann.

Flint River Issue
Finally Resolved

In 1973 and 1974, the most controversial
environmental issue in Georgia was the pro-
posed Spewrell Bluff Dam. The dam was to have
been built on what many consider the most
scenic river in the state, the Flint River,
about 60 miles south of Atlanta. After analy-
zing the Corps of Engineers' plan for the dam,
Governor Carter recommended that the dam not
be built and that a river park be developed
instead. He also called for an investigation
of the Corps' apparent bias in favor of dam
construction. The Georgia Senate refused to
override the governor's veto in 1974.

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

Doug Allen, writing a history of the
Spewrell Bluff Dam controversy for the fall
1974 issue of the Conservancy's magazine,
called the actions of the governor and the
Senate "another stay of execution.” Allen
went on to write, "It is vital to recognize
that the Flint controversy is far from over.
We have simply moved to a higher Tlevel; the
Congress of the United States. The Spewrell
Bluff project will be laid to rest only when
it is deauthorized on the federal level."

Twelve years Tlater, in the waning days of
the 99th Congress, that finally happened. One
of the many features of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1986 -was the deauthoriza-
tion of the Spewrell Bluff project. Now only
one more step remains to make the area into a
river park,

To THE seA J 10 THE SEA !
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LITTLE TENNESSEE RIVER, LOST BRIDGE TO US 19 BRIDGE, SATURDAY, MAY 9,

The late-breaking story on the Troll of Smith Island delayed the
May Eddyline, so it's understandable that the turpout for this trip
was a little underwhelming. Dick Cunningham brought his Sunburst,
and Ellie and I brought our Tripper. The GCA doesn't schedule the
Little T often, though pickup trips occur now and then when the Nanty
is turned off or flooded. Usually only the last five miles are run,
from where the county road leaves the T for the last time, down to
the US 19 bridge on Lake Fontana. This section includes good scenery
and oceasional class 2 shoals of the multiple- choice broken stair-

' case variety, intensifying at the end, and if Lake Fontana is "down"
due to summer drought or to winter preflood drawdown, then some
respectable class 3 rapids may be exposed. With enough drawdown, a
bottleneck called the "Narraws" may be revealed, complete with 4-5
foot tailwave. But don't count on it; I haven't seen it yet.

Since that short section is nice but hardly worth the long drive
from Atlanta, we put in at Lost Bridge, the concrete bridge which
connects hwy 28 with the back-road shortcut to Wesser. This gave us
a total run of 13 miles. We started just before noon in virtually
ideal conditions: clear skies, high 60's, and tailwinds. The trees
were variations of pale green and the dogwood blossoms were still in
good form. Although this had been a droughtish spell, the water level
was enough for accurate paddlers to get by without scraping, so Dick
did well and we worked on our relationship. Maybe that's a good name
for a tandem boat: the Relationship. Anyway, the water was very
clear, not usually the case on the Little T, so we could discuss the
obstacles before hitting them.

The first four miles below Lost Bridge were the best, with
frequent class 1-2 shoals, wooded islands, and largely unspoiled
forest. The river was often out of sight of the county road, and
there were plenty of usable campsites. Great lunch rocks were not in
abundance, but we found some about 5 miles down, complete with purple
trillium.

As we approached the gauge at Needmore (2.52 that day), passing
an island at least 1/3 mile long and a cable footbridge, we noticed a
! reduction in gradient, a little easing in the pace of action. But the
\ tailwind helped us from time to time, and soon enough we came to the
last access point before US 19. Here the county road departs for the
last time, and a stiff multiple ledge class 2, best run down the
right 'side, suggests that the river may be getting serious again.

Not too serious; there was still a fair amount of flat water, and we
were getting some headwind, but gradually things picked up a little.
There was another cable footbridge near the end, with a 2+ under-

i

neath, and then just a short float to the final rapids, alas still a
bit short of class 3, and fishin' powerboats where the Narrows should
be. That left us about 1/2 mile of Lake Fontana before the US 19
bridge.

So much for a perfect day, but in case you have not had cccasion
to take out at US 19, some useful details and a precaution. First
look for a little paved road spur at the NE corner of the big four
lane bridge. This is where you will have to park your cars. Take
one car along the road spur as it goes to gravel and veers just in
time to avoid plunging over the bluff and into the lake. You'll see
a smaller gravel spur cutting sharply down to the lake. That is the
way to your teke out. Do not drive down that spur! It is very steep
and rough, 44D only, and unless the lake is down, there is no room to
turn around below. Just park your car along the upper road and walk
down on foot. If the spur dead-ends at the water before it goes
under the bridge, then forget about the Narrows; the lake is too
high. However, if you can walk all the way under the bridge and the
water is still a ways below, you may see a piece of the Narrows, but
I'm not promising anything. The upshot of all this is that when you
finish the run, the boats will probably have to be carried all the
way up the road spur, and the cars brought to the top of the spur no
more than 3 or 4 at a time. There isn't even room to turn around
there (don't back into the spur to turn around--- you may not have

-enough traction to get back out!), but you can drive up the gravel

road a short ways to where there is turning room at a bend. Just
don't let all the drivers try to get in there at once without a plan.
I noticed that there is also access from another little road at the
SW corner of the bridge, but the boat carry may be a little longer.
I've included the map because the Little T is a good impromptu
trip for intermediate paddlers, and a good overnight camping run in
the spring when there is enough water to float a loaded open boat.
The section between Iotla and Lost Bridge is mostly flat with just
occasional shoals. Below Lost Bridge are islands with tolerable camp-
sites, or you can camp along the road. If Fontana is down and you
don't want to risk the Narrows, or if the water level is real power-
ful, just use the county road takeout shown on the map. Also, if you
haven't used it before, this road is both faster and more scenic when
you have to'drive between Franklin and Wesser. Just don't push it

too hard on the gravel sections, or you may slide off into the river.
If you are running shuttle from US 19 to Lost Bridge, it may be a bit
faster to take hwy 28, but I still prefer the back road with its
—-Gary DeBacher.

frequent views of the river.

C?yylotla Bridge, put in for
. 10 mile upper section, is

T ERANKLIN & M. N, just off map.

SOME NOTES FROM THE MAY GCA BOARD MEETING. The editor made onew
of his rare appearances at a bored meeting to hear Bill Breedlove of
the USFS discuss their policies on Chattooga trip permits. The good
news was that they do not forsee having to limit organized clubs like
the GCA to their originally intended limit of two trips per month on
any section; they feel we may always be able to schedule two trips
per month on each section, if we can help them by avoiding holiday
weekends. The bad news is, they want to start imposing a 12 boat
Limit. We admitted that we could prabably live with a 12 boat limit
on sections 2 and 4, but that in the case of section 3, this would
leave the trip leader turning down applicants on Thursday and Friday
night, some of whom would simply go and run the river on their own,
giving up the safety coverage of the club trip. We argued that 20
boats on section 3 can be split into 2 or 3 groups which would not
interfere with each other or with anyone else. Breedlove seemed to
be expressing concern both about crowding and logistics when large
groups all show up at Earls Ford at 10:30, and about some sort of
degradation of the wilderness experience if all those boaters are out
there looking at one anpother. The latter concern derives both from
abstract notions passed down from on high (DC) about the concept of a
wild river experience, and from a certain survey of river users done
by some Clemson University social scientists, who used some loaded
questions to get rafters and boaters to opine that it would be nice
if they saw no one else on the river. Everyone agreed that we did
not want to see the Chattooga get like the Youghiogheny, the Ocoee or
the Nantahala, but we felt that 99% of the boaters were more than
willing to see other groups on the river rather than put up with
tight restricitons on trip size and trip number. Those who were
desperately concerned about solitude could put in very early in the
day or run on a weekday. Anyway, everything stayed friendly, and
Breedlove left the meeting agreeing to at least consider a compromise
15 boat limit.

There was some later discussion about (what else) SMITH ISLAND,
and Andy let us know about steps he and the president of Atlanta
Whitewater Club were taking to get a declaratory judgement from a
Habersham County court on whether it is legal to canoe past Smith
Island. Roger Nott, who knows the judges in that area, said that the
Judge most likely to hear the case is very property-rights oriented,
and so we might end up with an unfavorable ruling which could work
against us in trespassing cases later on. Some of the rest of us
chimed in and said that we were not interested in forcing the issue
legally. Andy disagreed, saying that he just wanted to know whether
it was alright for him to canoce the river or not; if it wasn't, he'd
quit. Some of the rest of us said, hell no, we're going to cance
that river no matter what misguided decisions are made in local
courts, but why give landowner Lankes any legal ammunition courtesy
of an unsympathetic judge? A motion was passed that the GCA not
proceed in the matter of a declaratory judgement without further
consultation with the Board.

Subsequently, Dave Gale Jr. of the Wildwood Outpost has been
served with two arrest warrants for criminal trespass, because rental
customers of his paddled left of Smith Island. That's what lankes
tries to accomplish with his cordless phone, to try and get the
county police to come and arrest someone. Previous trespass cases
where paddlers have even been on Smith Island have been dismissed,
but T don't know if the issue of just paddling past has been fought
out in Habersham County Court before. Dave Gale Jr. told me they are
considering legal counter- action to get Mr. Lankes to quit
harrassing people both by his streamside antics and by swearing out
charges of no merit.

I know you all understand the need to stay cool and unprovoked
around Smith Island, and if you have any dealings with the county
deputies. Our position is reasonable, and if we stay resonable and
firm, we'll come through OK. --Ed.

BODYGLOVE MANHOLE SPRAYSKIRT GRABLOOP FAILURES. We received a

letter from Alice Farist, who had the grabloop of her Bodyglove
sprayskirt come of f in her hand. Evidently there have been a few
other such failures, because Bodyglove. redesigned the grab loop for
later models. Ms. Farist feels that a grab loop failure.constitutes a
severe safety problem. When she contacted Bodyglove, suggesting that
they undertake a product recall, they offered to replace the skirt,
but claimed it was not a design flaw, rather the user's fault for
improperly installing the skirt to the cockpit. Maybe they really
believe that, but more likely it is just a manifestation of the cover-
your-stern stance forced by today's product liability situation.

Alice says that paddlers depend on the grab loop. They shouldn't,
not absolutely. Every decked boater should rehearse wet exiting
without pulling the grab loop, just pushing down hard next to the
cockpit in the usual fashion. Either the skirt should pop loose, or
you should be able to exit through the skirt, leaving it on the
cockpit rim. If you can't get out without pulling the grab loop, then
you do have a severe problem, because the spray skirt was never meant
to function as a safety belt. It is there to keep water out, not you
in. If your skirt is too tight to allow exit, you should correct the
situation immediately, either by loosening the shock cord (if your
sprayskirt has one) or by loosening the body tube so you can slip out

in a narrow strip of neoprene to increase its circumference.

If you have experienced problems with a Body Glove Manhole
sprayskirt, you may wish to contact Alice Farist at 1466B North Diane
Court, Smyrna, GA 30080. Her phone # is (404) 431-0805.

A sprayskirt needs frequent inspection for deterioration;
otherwise you are likely to end up with a boat full of water or a
detached grab loop in your hand. Neoprene degenerates with age, and is
not all that strong to begin with. In my opinion, today's skirts
place a little too much emphasis on zero leakage while surfing and not
enough on resistance to popping loose in heavy water or while rolling.
I'm attracted to the nylon fabric shock cord skirts used by the
racers. On those, if you miss the grab loop in the dark, you can just
grab a big handful of fabric and pull it loose. Don't try that with
neoprene; it may tear in your hand, as I found in an informal
experiment last weekend. Fabric skirts are also easier to get on in a
hurry, which can be important when you're hustling back into the boat
Just above a big drop you've scouted. As William NotBill Nealy says,
save those cute little baby neoprenmes from slaughter, get a dry suit

-and a cloth skirt.

I can't help adding that cllnblng into a cockpit wearing a
Bodyglove Manhole sprayskirt sounds a little suspicious to begin with.
—Etd.

through it. This can be done by slitting it lengitudinally and gluing
FOR RENT: THREE BEDROOM, TWO BATH MOUNTAIN HOUSE IN BRYSON CITY, N.C. NEW DECK WITH
BEAUTIFUL VIEW. FULLY FURNISHED KITCHEN (MICROWAVE AND DISHWASHER) 6K SAME LOW RATES:
$175/WEEK. CALL BARNEY OR SHERRY SPURR NOW AT 404-461-8760 FOR YOUR SUMMER AND FALL
RESERVATIONS.
FOR SALE: Phoenix» Savage kayak, excellent condition, with
walleg and float bags. Excellent beginner or intermediate
boat. =200, Ken Scott h 993-2012, w 977-5422
FOR SALE: Blackhawk Covenant - so0lo freestyle flatwater cance. Beautiful

mahogany trim.
Nearly perfect condition,
Can be seen at Outback Outfitters.

State-of -the-art design by Pat Moore.
Includes pedestal seat and nice paddle.
§795.

Weighs 30 pounds.

Luke, 395-1063, evenings.

Blue Hole 17A Canoe, yellow A.K.A.'Wild Thang' includes knee mats,

"FOR and center foam block floatation---$350.
with Perception saddle seat and end bag floatation---$350.
Noah Titan Kayak, fiberglass, with split floatation---$125.

SALE

Mohawk Scamp Canoe, playboat,

Call

Allan Toole at 471- 0503 days or leave your message




LOST EQUIFMENT at RIVER RESCUE i anyone found any Carabiners with a blue
gate or two purple Prusibk e abher with two of the above
Carabiners., Orecon Mann 404+ Sinclair Ave atlanta R0 .

N
ot

OSPREY WATCH ALFRT--The Georgia Department of Natural Resources seeks help in osprey survey. The
first aerial survey of the coastal osprey nests has recently been completed and all indications are
that the population is still expanding. It is very important for the DNR to learn of other nesting
activity throughout the state to determine just how much the range of the osprey is increasing in
Georgia. The DNR would appreciate any information GCA members may have regarding the location of
osprey nests in the state. Contact: OSPREY, DNR Nongame/Endangered Wildlife Program, Route 2,
Box 119A, Social Circle, GA 30279. Telephone contact: 404-557-2532.

CHATTAHOOCHEE III, Sat., May 16, 1987-It was another beautiful day on the Upper
Hooch. A bright and sunny day with the afternoon high in the low 80's. Newly
blooming mountain laurel and the few remaining azeleas added color to the river
banks.The river level was a technical but passable 1.8'.

My special thanks to Leroy Robbins who ran sweep. Others in the group who
took good care of themselves were: David Plumley (K-1); Jay Harrell (C-1); Eileen
and Stacy Lange (0C-2); Lynn Alley, Bill Moore, Gary Plumley and myself (0C-1).
Thanks to the congeniality of the group, the pleasant weather, and seasonal flower-
ing, it was a most enjoyable day for me. -Barry Hahn

OCOEE RIVER Saturday May 16 1987 CFS 1300 Time 10:30 - 3:30. Participants Allen
Grumbine & Jim Silivent in K-1, Greg Grant & myself 0C-1 (Whitesells). We had
great weather and not many rafts, a pinned boat(new Blue Hole Sun?%??) and
shoulder dislocation, neither of these accidents were to our group but we
assisted in evacuation of the shoulder. Both of these accidents occurred at
Tablesaw in the time that we stayed there getting ready for Diamond Splitter.
At the Staging Rapid I meet some paddlers from Arkansas who were here because
they have no water in Arkansas. I loaned my spare Norse paddle to one of them
so they stayed with us the rest of the run. Oreon Mann.

Chattooga West Fork and Section Two- Saturday, March 28. R

Laura Jordon meant to lead this trip, but when I called on Friday (always register early), her answering machine said the Chattwo trip was
cancelled, and to call Ron Kriest, who might run Upper Amicalola or the Hooch. Ron told me that Laura's car had gone kerflooey, and other
drivers said if she had to smoke, she could ride on the roof with the kayaks, so she planned to huff and puff and take the day off instead. (Of
course I'm making this all up.) Ron said he really didn't want to run Upper A or Upper Hooch, as he had done that before; his three boats
hadn't done Chattwo, and I said 0K, as long as I could run the West Fork, which I hadn't seen before. Thus was our last minute plan made. I
probably should have tried to reach Laura to see if she wanted to go after all, but the hour was late and my roof racks aren't padded anyway.

So it was a small group in the sunbright 76 parking lot, just me and Don, his son Ron, and friend Mellissa Attaway. They had K-boats, I
had my ancient little open, and after waiting a decent interval for some others supposedly coming, we dropped my car at Earl's and wound past
the hwmy 28 put in, left on the Warwoman road toward Clayton, and then right up the FS dirt road along the West Fork to the Holcomb Creek Road
Bridge put in. Lots of trout fishermen. (Yeah, well there weren't any fisherwomen; the women were just watching or reading.) We were
circumspect, but they were friendly and not concerned about us scaring the fish.

The West Fork runs four miles from that little bridge to its junction with Chattwo just below hwy 28. It looks small, but with the 76
gauge at 2.1, we found it comfortable. For the first part we had small rapids, some nice rack outcrops, and the forest close around. This
gave way gradually to high sandy banks with more open country and a better view of the mountains to the east and south. Nearing the Chattooga
proper, we encountered the only two "significant" rapids on this section of the West Fork. The first appears to be a ledge modified in the
past into a mill dam by addition of a lot of broken rock. The left end is washed open to make ‘a real good class 2. The second ledge is wide
and sloping, with lots of route choices but the water spread pretty thin everywhere. I was amazed to get down without scraping.

Y'all know Section Two, so I won't mention the boring part. The first ledges were nicely covered, and Don found some surfing spots while we
finished lunch. On to Big Shoals, where an old dead tree overhanging the leftside route and a new tree in the approach to the extreme rightside
slot left the kayaks dodging and me walking. Then on to some of my least favorite rapids on the Chattooga. If you want to like Section Two,
don't paddle a fiberglass boat, because at any water level below 2.5, no amount of planning will get you through without banging and scraping.
The Tupperware K-boats were oblivious to this problem. At least the water was crystal clear so I saw the ledges before I thumped them. A good
day notwithstanding. ---Gary DeBacher

In addition to River Rights Diatribe:

"Public" Rivers- Are They In the Bag? (May 87) With all that has been written lately with
all the problems regarding ownership and right to paddle laws and cases, I thought something
of a positive note would brighten at least a few hearts. Within 1 hour of Atlanta is the
Cartecay River in Ellijay. This River offers a variety of year round trips at all levels
(even low water), and for all levels of paddling skills. To secure such availability Gilmer
County commissioner Ben Whitaker has already secured a public take at the -covered bridge
below Stegall Mill (First Falls) Rapid at Blackberry Mountain. Also the plans for a railroad
tie put-in and enlarged parking area are well under way for the first of this summer at Lower
Cartecay Bridge off Hwy 52. This put-in is a combined effort of Gilmer County (helping with
materials and heavy machinery) and Burley Stover a local farmer who now allows use of his field
above the bridge for a put-in. Note: Please unload from road so others can park-and use edge
of the field to prevent crop damage.)

This 2 mile section is maintained and shutes are runnable to a level of 1.00 ft. with the
rapids still fiesty enough for the most experienced. This section offers enough variety of
rapids for practice of beginner and intermediate skills as will as Rescue Techniques without
the long, physically tiring 8 miles to the Hwy 52 Take-out in East Ellijay. This take-out is
D.0.T. right of way and always is open. No finer relations between land owners, local
government and paddlers can be found. One need not depend on when the spigot is turned on by
some conglomerate, or have a permit, or limit the size of your group, or any of the other
problems facing a lot of the rivers mentioned in the articles of late. All this for just
maintaining safe boating practices, respect for land owners, and the common courtesy displayed
by most paddlers. Jay Syrmanske

THANKS TO JAY for this word of encouragement. Few paddlers are river access. This had nothing to do with your right to paddle a

aware of" it, but it is the Cartecay-E11ijay-Coosawattee and not the river once you were on it, only with the problem of finding a safe
Chattooga which inspired James Dickey when he wrote Deliverance. The and legal place to park at the put-ins and teke-outs. I was on a
falls on the lower Coosawattee were inundated by construction of couple of those scouting trips, and remember that the Gilmer County
Carters Dam, just as foretold in the novel. Dickey paddled through people were unusually receptive and imaginative sbout finding access
Ellijay and down the Coosawattee on at least one occasion. He and solutions. Subsequently I attended a meeting at the Gilmer County
his partner lost their cance in a rapid, and were helped to get out Courthouse concerning river use and access, and was again impressed
by a "mountain man". This is detailed in one of Dickey's poems. It with how interested the county people were in keeping the rivers open
is iranic that his novel Deliverance paints a dark picture of the as a shared resource. Not very much emerged from those meetings,
people who live around the river, while Ellijay and surrounding partly because of a lack of state funds and state mandate, but over
communities have been so consistently friendly. the years since then, Gilmer County and its citizens have done a lot
Some years back, prior to 1980 I'm sure, some folks from DNR, of little things to preserve river access. They certainly deserve
Soil Conservation Service, GCA, and certain local counties got our gratitude, and as Jay says, what has happened in Gilmer County
together to drive around north Georgia and look at the problem of serves to illustrate what can happen when all interested parties work

* together in a spirit of goodwill. —-Ed.

MOUNTAINTOWN CREEK- Sat. March 14,87..Looking out the kitchen window at the rock

I use for a gauge, the tlountaintown locked to be running at a real good level(2’

on the Cartecay gauge). The air temp. got into the 50's and some sunshine made for
a nice day. We put in on Conasauga Cr. 2 miles off Hwy. 52. Fifteen folks showed
up for the run and this put-in made for easy unloading. We paddled a qtr. mile to
reach the Mtntown and enjoyed the secluded beauty of this stretch. The rapids start
out easy and get bigger and more frequent on the first 2 miles.with a good class

II just before Hwy. 282 bridge. Everyone did well at this rapid and on we went.
After Hwy 282 the creek widens and an assortment of class I's now demanded our at-
tention. We ate lunch at a wildlife clearing and warmed in the sun. Just before

the Mouth of Mtntown is a spicy class II that curls to the right. Zveryone was
ready for thig one. There were a few rough rides but nobody swam. Then we hit the
Coosawattee River and it was like driving from dirt road onteo a M4-lane. with the
good rains we have had lately the river was moving and the rapids were alot of fun.
We took out at the head of Carters Lake just after the last rapid at a place that's
known as Jakes Landing . This eliminates the 3 mile flat paddle on the lake. It's

a rough half mile drive to the river so we shuttled out the boats and equipment.
The paddlers then walked out a class IV take-out to the road. The only Hlshap came
wl a flat tire on the trailer eating hole just before wWash Out Gulley (class 1V).
Speclal thanks to aAllen Toole for running back up trailer. also on this trip we
had two young pacddlers, Jason McKinnon 11 and John Weldon 15 who did a fine joo of
paddling. Jay Srymanske

Sunday April 12 - Upper Hooch - Level 2.4 - Laura Jordon

I thought the nicest way to celebrate my birthday (21lst, of course) woudd be to
lead a trip on my favorite river. After some initial grey clouds & showers, the
sun came out and made for a glorious day. How nice to have some water, after the
crummy l.1 we crunched thru last year! It padded all the lumps, and even the
first-timers didn't get stuck too much.

ON THE OTHER HAND..... .the 3rd Ledge developed a grabby little hydraulic,
that rear-ender-ed me in my Dancer. The others ran just to the left of the
normal spot, clomped the submerged rock, and escaped the hole. Then it was
entertainment time. Tom McCormick decided to surf it. First time, fine. Then
he decided to go back in again. He braced & rolled, braced and rolled....we
could see the expression on his face start to change. Then here came Tom,
swimming into shore, but his kayak stayed in the hydraulic. "No sweat" we
said, "it will £ill up with water, then get spit out." 20 minutes later, no
spit. The kayak was still tumbling and turning in the hydraluic. We binered
everyone's throw ropes together, and stretched a rope across the river, trying
to hook it. The rope kept slipping off. After about an hour, Dan MacIntyre and
Jim Parr got into a canoe, paddled up into the mess, and knocked it loose, no
worse for the wear. So gang, be careful with that little hole - it's hungry
this year.

Participants were : C-1: Sig Luckie, Jay Harrell. C-2: Dan & Elise MacIntyre,
Jim & Laura Parr. K-1: Tom & Jeannie McCormdick, Laura Jordon, Richard Lowther,
David Bledsoe, John Bell, Earl Stokes. Other C-l: Ted Maloof.



