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. ..cool time on a hot day

‘-kayak s
sophisticated equipment
for primitive adventure

-kayak s
if you can afford an exercise
to stretch without the sweat

71 Maple Springs Road
NOQMN sy:on city, NC 28713

\Written inquiries send $1%° only for 1st class postageJ

CRYSTAL BALL

Just past the speed sign
[50], nearly level

With the road, and hunched
On an alder branch,

A kingfisher sits,

Its back turned to us.

It has accepted

The things that move flesh—
Lessly behind it.

Without distraction,

It looks at the river,

It waits, There is still time
To read and to gather.

It tells its fortune there,

It tells ours there also.

Jack Fleming

To refine iéchnique & for super play
roto & biow molded

performance

Kayak designs for novices & experts by

Call (704)488-3862 for selected dealer/brochure and
J $11°° Noah's Challenge

orreeroster MO

Written inquiries send $1°° only for 1st class postage

71 Maple Springs Road
ﬂOQ Bryson City, NC 28713
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GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

TIME LIMIT

Roger & Beth Nott

2335 Stephens Circle
Gainesville, GA 30506
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DEADLINE for the next newsletter is the 15th. Send material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd, Atlanta, GA 30322. Please type border~ to-
border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This saves valuable space. Good, high quality
photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of general interest to the paddling community are also welcome.

ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, at the Atlanta Jewish Community Center at 1745 Peachtree Rd. NE,
Atlanta, just north of Broolwood Station next to an Intl. House of Pancakes. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, call President Andy Warshaw, 478-2104) so he can plen time on the agenda.

28 Chattooga 2 1-2, trained beginner Jack & Julia Crosby 782-6331
Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate A.J. Cote 963-0631
Etowah 1-2, trained beginner Nancy Barker 874-8897
March 1 Wild card hike Dick Butterworth 993-6513
Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate Oreon Mann 522-3469
Wild card paddle 2-3, intermediate Jim Silavent 587-1172
2/27,2/28,3/1 Wakulla Springs,FL exploratory overnighter Brenda Burnette 425-9671 NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL
7 Broad 1-2, trained beginner Jeff Engel 548-5015  oop BOATERS TO GET IN
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Dewey Tate 487-211
8 Wild card paddle 2-3, interm. Bruce Bishop 641-1994
Ftowah :~ =+ -  1-2, trained beginner Carol Mercer 373-6683 SHAPE FOR SPRING PADDLING!
Chattooga 3 34, advanced Emily Hitchcock 873-6167 Y
14 Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Jerry Peterman  395-9495 L"‘\ ?
Mountaintown Cr. 2+, intermediate Jay Srymanske 1-635-2726 “Onel™
15 Wild Card 1-2(3) easy int. Rob Kerr H: 641-9108 W: 442-4698
Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Ben Maxwell 953-3972
#%GCA SPRING GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE 7PM FRIDAY MARCH 20 AT THE ATLANTA WATERWORKS LODGE. POTLUCK SUPPER AND FILMS OF FLUID FOLLY.**
21-29 South GA/North FLA week of rivers Don Langford  1-324~3007
21-22 Chattooga 3 to Woodall overnighter. Advanced. Dewey Tate 487-2111
21-22 Smokies Weekend. Saturday: Oconaluftee, 2-3.
Sunday Raven Fork, 3++. Mark & Susan Levine  926-8683
21 Cartecay 2-3, intermediate Bruce Williams  231-5624
22 Nanatahala 2-3, intermediate Jack & Julia Crosby — 995-9434
28 Chattooga 2 1-2, trained beginner Laura Jordon 233-7294
Toccoa 1-2, trained beginner Royce Hughes 9452664 * et
Oconaluftee 2-3, intermediate P
29 Raven Fork 3+, advanced  Ben Fouts call after Tues. 1-532-3523 /—ﬁ . % -/-r“'..
Upper Hooch 2-3, int. Louis Jacobs 633-3452
Wildcard 34 Oreon Mann 522-3469 7 b
. s
April 4 Nantshala 2-3, int. Charles Harrison 491-1267 ,r
Lower Amicalola 3+(4), advanced John DeCastro 373-0224
High Water Wild Card, 4+, very advanced. Brad Nichol H:973-3585 W:577-8195 foo
5 Hightower section Ftowah, intermediate Ben Fouts 1-532-3523 ?7_/
Apalachee 1-2(3), intermediate Tom Shaw 377-0640
. A i. e ical. Fi : .
Wildcard jump trip. Jacks River, 3-4, technical. First March Saturday with WELL ,THEQE GOES TH NE'G“BORHOOD!

adequate water and good weather. 3 mile carry to put-in. Roger Nott, 1-536-6923

Call Cruisemaster Jim Silavent at 587-1172 to volunteer to lead trips. Rob Kerr is the impromptu trip leader. Call him at 641-9108 to
plan unscheduled trips. Jump trips for high water--- advanced boaters only, class 4-5, call Nolan Whitesell during the day at 325-5330.

MONDAY ROLLING PRACTICE HAS MOVED! Due to problems with the heating system at the Whitehead Boys Club, Monday practice has been moved to the
Warren Memorial Boys Club on Berne Street, near Grant Park. To get there, take the Boulevard exit south from I-20. Turn left onto Berne
Street, about 4 blocks down, at the light across from the entrance to the park. After about 1/2 mile you will see the Boys Club on the left, a
brown brick building. This location is more central to most of our membership, and it's warm! This will be the location of Monday rolling
practice (7PM) for the rest of the season. As before, there will be a $3 charge. MAKE SURE YOUR BOAT IS CLEAN. ’

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ROLLING PRACTICE will be held at 8 to 9:15 PM at the Mountain Park pool, located at Five Forks-Trickum Rd. If you are
coming via I-85, take the Indian Trail Rd. exit toward Lilburn. Go about 7 or 8 miles (the road will become Killian Hill), take a right on Five
Forks-Trickum Rd., and go about 3 miles until you see the flashing light. The pool is the lighted dome on the left. The cost is $2 plus a
clean boat. Try to be early, space and time are limited. If you need any more information, call Jon David Forrester at 945-0601.

#1987 SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA APRIL 25-26 AT TERRORA CAMPGROUND ON HWY 123/441 NEXT TO TALLULAH GORGE. WATCH FOR FLYER IN THIS MONTH'S NEWSLETTER.




MARCH 20 - MEMBERSHIP MEETING & POT LUCK DINNER

Members & guests are invited to the annual spring membership meeting.
We will start with a potluck dinner. Bring a main dish and salad or
dessert, enough to share. Bring a serving spoon if needed. Paper plates
and utensils will be provided, as well as non-alcoholic beverages.

The meeting will be held as usual at the Waterworks Lodge at 7 pm.

How do you get there? You can't get there from here.

It's in Atlanta. When you're on I-75/85 near Georgia Tech, turn WEST an
14th street, if you can. Then turn right on Northside Drive. Go up the
hill under the railraod tracks, and turn left on Bishop Street. Then turn
right on Reservoir Drive, which dead-ends at the Lodge. Park where you
see the cars with boats on them. Don't park in front of any houses, or
you might get towed. If you haven't been there before, study an Atlanta
map and plot your route.

After we eat, we'll have a short business meeting, then see the latest
in whitewater movies and videos from some of our club film-makers.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

2ND ANNUAL GCA SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA APRIL 24 - 2-67

Mark your calendars now. This year we are camping in GEORGIA, at Terrora
Park just north of Tallulah Falls. This location puts us within walking
distance of 3 restaurants and 2 craft shops, and gives us access to many
riverg - Chattooga, Chauga, Upper Hooch, and Tallulah (if there is enough
water). Children can play at the park's beach and playgrounds. Fishermen
can try the lake at the park, or hike into Five Falls via the Camp Creek
trail. There are even tennis courts available.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY. No kidding. We have to have a certain number
registered to know how many campsites to get, and how much food to order.
The Saturday night banquet will be catered by the Chik'n Coop. Afterwards
we will have a square dance, led by Toby Blalock.

EARLY REGISTRANTS GET MORE FOOD. Just kidding. Anyway, the registration
blank is in this issue of the newsletter. We hope to see a big turnout
this year, and plenty of water in the rivers.

ACA KAYAK INSTRUCTCOR CERTIFICATION CLINIC - The GCA will be sponscoring an ACA
Kayak Instructor Certification c¢linic in the late March to April time frame.
Details for the clinic had not been fully worked out by the Eddyline deadline.
Mary Hipsher from the Nantahala Outdoor Center will be the instructor trainer
for the clinic. She is currently doing a trip for NOC on the Bio Bie River in
Chile. The clinic is a two weekend affair, with one weekend to be held at the

MOC and the other here in Atlanta. Registration for the clinic will be limit-
ed to eight participants. The costs for the clinic should be less than a hun-—
dred dollars, which is an excellent deal. We should have all the details for
the clinic worked out by the time you recieve this newletter. Call Wayne Gen-

try at H) 984-9198 or W) 321-8860 for more information and/or registration.

FOR SALE: 1.) SAWYER DY SPECIAL: A 16'8" solo canoe good for flat water touring
and exercise paddling. Excellent condition. $399.00; 2.) SAWYER AUTUMN MIST:

A quick, responsive & stable 14'10" solo touring canoe. Like new, used only once.

Originally $745.00, will sell for $545.00. Call Wayne Guerke at 498-1613.

FOR SALE: Blue Hole Sunburst II with flotation. This large volume solo
whitewater playboat is in near perfect condition -- used only twice-- $750.
Call Russ Koester at home at (404) 233-4093 or work at (404) 442-7405,

BLUE HOLE OCA for Sale, Blue, Good Condition, Knee Pads, Styrofoam Block, $550, (803) 288-0212.
WANTED - MAD RIVER ME, reasonably priced. (803) 288-0212.

For Sale:s Ross 10-speed bicyle. 20" frame, upright handlebars, almost new,
wonderful shape. $90. Kayak split flotation bags $22. Call Jon 945-0601.

A Reminder.... WANT ADS ARE FREE TO PAID- UP GCA MEMBERS SELLING USED PADDLING- RELATED EQUIPMENT ONLY. If you're not in the membership
directory, include some evidence of membership. TYPE YOUR AD, unless your calligraphy is impressive. Keep it short, single- spaced, across
the full width of the page. Please include all that you're selling in a single ad. Mail your ad before the I5th of the month to: Gary
DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. FREE ADS THAT DON'T FIT THIS SPACE (5 lines or 7/8 inch vertically) WILL NOT BE RUN.
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X Race Headquarters for any changes.

SATURDAY. MARCH 7 y e
7:30 AM—Entries Close '
8:00 AM-~Competitors Meeting
9:00 AM—Slalom Races Begin -

“Open Boat Championship And Decked
‘ _Boat Championship
ASAP—Hot Dog Contest Following Slalom Races

Jlexiv 202 SUNDAY, MARCH 8
_ d \ 8:00 AM—Competitors Meeting
= 9:00 AM—Slalom Race'zgegin’ d Dack
Fow  Open Boat Novice And Deck Boat Novi
10:00 AM—Downriver Races Begin e
1:00 PM—“Fun Run” Paddle
ASAP—Award Presentation
P if you need ra?re iinféfmat_(ign, contact:
STATE pank § -huck-Neese (Registrar
T e 200 o 5105 Shamrock Drsllve )
et W& ' Eot Tt
\ > | {205} 6640531
g Or Rod Miller (Race Marshall
o325 (205) 969-1616 )
1 ‘l "\.
| Mulberry Fork
~ Canoe and Kayak Races
qy oz FEES:
Gurdan City .

For entries received by Feb, 21st, 1987;
] $8 per person for the first race/class and

/‘ q‘ /‘ ,‘r’

Eligs $4 per person for each additional race or class

£: For entries received after Feb. 21, fees will be: BIRMINGHAM CANOE CLUB
=S $12 per person for the first race/class and P. 0. BOX 951

T $5 per person for each additional race or class BIRMINGHAM, AL 35201

As most everyone knows, the ownership of the pro-
perty located at and around the Mulberry Fork takeout
has changed hands in the past few years. In years past
the take out and adjoining land was owned by a single
individual, and very little development was made to the
land. As news of whitewater on the Mulberry Fork
spread a understanding was reached with the property
owner, and community as well. This understanding was
that, the paddling community could have access to the
river as long as everything was left ‘as-is’. In the years
that followed everything worked out pretty well and rela-
tions remained good. Enough for ancient history. The
same property is now owned by several people and
development has followed. This development has proved

River People,

to be beneficial to both property owners and paddlers
alike. We now have a good takeout road, the owners
have choice lots and a mutual understanding that
everything should be left ‘as-is’ exists.

While there are still good (excellent) relations between
the paddling community and property owners, a problem
has arisen and it seems that not everything has been left
‘as-is’. The problem stems from a misunderstanding that
leaving things ‘as-is’ does not include grass that has been
planted, fishing lines left in place, and intrusion into per-
sonal privacy. A letter has been received from a proper-
ty owner and is reprinted here in hopes that everyone
takes notice to this problem.

My trails will be open the days of the race only, both the driving trail for race equipment and the trail used
for toting to the head of the rapids. You need to make a new trail right on the river’s edge to get to the pool
at the head of the race course for making practice runs, and enter the pool from rocks on the rivers edge.
| have had paddlers walk right by my private and keep out signs, and walk right into my camp while | have
been camping and fishing, and some have put in on my land and floated right across my fishing lines with
me sitting right there, and they never even say hello. This is not right.

I’'m going to live full time on the river and | want to work with you all, but | also want my privacy at home

the same as you do.

My land goes to the waters edge, from.above the race start to the fifth gate down the course. My land will
be open on Race Days only, other than right on the rivers edge to make practice runs down the course. Tell
everyone you know, because a few can ruin it for the lot. Let’s all work together so that we're all happy.

Remember: take nothing but pictures and leave nothing but foot prints.

6:30 PM—Home Cooked Dinner and Award Presentation



Carlos should have given us a map.
Dr. Fun should have been playing more.
The sun sets too quickly in Costa Rica.
This river should have signs like "See Carlos' Campsite", "Hot Food Ahead at Carlos'
Campsite", "Twenty minutes to Carlos' Campsite”. .
It was getting late, 7:30 at least, and we tried to get some sleep. We took turns keeping
the fire going, alternating 30 minutes in the Plaza, 30 minutes by the fire. The guest room at
the Plaza can accommodate five people if they arrange themselves correctly (see diagram A).
Unfortunately, one move from any individual creates a chain reaction as head meets foot, butt meets
chest. We shifted repeatedly, rotating positions like a volleyball team. We were very cozy.

As it turned out, camp was approximately 20
BY CAROL MOORE - N R —

ome to new GCA members.
Dave Stevenson

Bayside, NY

P.M. Roark
LaGrange GA

Orysia Mashyk
Atlanta GA
Ernie,Sue Patterson

John R Judy Jay,Carol,Roy Srymanske

Ft Lauderdale FL Ellijay GA Atlanta GA

James Trotti Stan Gibson Bo Wise

Norcross GA Macon GA Atlanta GA
Charles Horton Bill Gay Gordon H Lindsey

Covington GA

Jacksonville FL Duluth GA

e ——

DIAGRAM A Slowly but surely, the night progressed and
' morning finally came, Costa Rican time. The sun
began to warm the day and we started shaking off
) the chill of the night before. Still uncertain
as to whether or not we had passed the raft, we
: agreed that Estevan should paddle downstream for
' 30 minutes in search of the camp. If he found
' it, he would paddle up as far as possible and
whistle to us to come on down. If he didn't
find it, he would wait an additional 30 minutes
r for us to catch up with him. "

minutes downstream. As we pulled our boats up,

Carlos and Dr. Fun appeared a little perturbed

with us. I guess the natural reaction after
you've worried about someone for a long time and then felt relief at finding them okay is a little
bit of anger. We did not let the tension spoil the moment, however, and feasted on a huge
breakfast of rice and beans, chicken chow mein and bread. We soon discovered that Carlos and Dr.
Fun were forced to consume all the cerveza in order to cope with the gripping fear they experienced
due to our disappearance. '

The rest of the Pacuare trip was wonderful and a good time was had by all. So if you're ever
in the Southeast part of Costa Rica and want to get away from it all, we know of a great little
place on the river.

e ]

Canoe Cruisers Association

P.O. Box 572 v

Arlington, VA 22216 :

CUTTING UP KAYAK

icnic on Auqust 30th, the Safet The Sierra Pruning Saw (third ranked) worked

Comm?%tzzepggeigéd a slight%yddamaggd Peiﬁept%oﬁ ggéieb?% it was not as fast as the blades listed

Qér%gitkszatéughégglga?ogeiﬂttgggtihetﬁu1letg v _The Swiss Army Knife wascapable of first cuts

allow a kayaker entrapped by foot or leg to es- in the deck, but the initial punch required some

ape ‘ ﬁggg,to make sure the blade did not close on the
The top-ranked Case Sheath Knife features a

sharp, 4-inch drop point blade with a wedge-shaped
cross section and a large comfortable grip. It

ihe following cutting tools used in the test
are listed in order of effectiveness.
1. Case Arapaho Sheath Knife - 4" blade

X ; o ade
g: g?éiiaAE?ﬁngzglgiES-k?Eﬁefolé?Egeb?ide provided optimum leverage for the kayaker attempt-
4. Techna Sheath Knife - 3%" double-edged ing to free himself. A plunge cut through the
blade hull between the knees, followed by drawing the
5. Sven Saw - Camper's collapsible saw, knife toward the cockpit and right through the
alum frame rim enabled the kayaker to cut himself right out.
6. Wire Saw. There are a number of stainless steel, rust-

resistant knifes with four-inch blases that would

be as effective as the Case Arapalio. Western,
Buck, Wenoka and others make knives that are similar
for $20 to $40 and up. Obviously, a large, lock-
blade knife would also be suitable, but not nec-
essarily as fastto get into action. I cannot
emphasize too much that whatever knife you choose
should have a large, comfortable handle, a wedge-
shaped cross section and a sharp edge for maximum
speed and leverage.

We did not test a fiberglass kayak. If anyone
has experience in cutting up one of these, please
let me know. Or if you have one to donate for a
test, let the Safety Chairman, Bill De Lanoy, know.

John R Thompson

The tests were conducted on dry land with a
kayaker sitting in the boat. Tests were made on
how efficient the various tools were in cutting
through the polyethelene material in the stern.

All of them got through the skin. However, the
last four were much slower and less certain than
the first pair.

The Sven Saw and the Wire Saw (nos. 5 and 6)
were slow fo cut and hard to handle.

The Techna Knife, commonly carried by many .
paddlers was an awkward cutting tool because the
diamond-shaped cross section of the blade caused
it to drag or jam in the polyethélene. Also, the
diamond shape impedes putting a sharp edge on the
blade. o o

NOTICE: RUNNING RIVERS IN A JEEP IS NOT RECOMMENDED

I have been asked to re~tell this sad story. Shooting the rapids in a
canoe or kayak is difficult enough. Doing it in a wheeled vehicle with

no floatation is ....hazardous, to put it mildly. In early December,

I led an Upper Amicalola trip which consisted of myself (Laura Jordon),
Karla Fields, and Ed Schultz. It was cold. The puddles at the .put-in had
ice on them. We saw 3 deer, without wetsuits, wading in the river. At
lunch, Ed Schultz took. readings - air temperature 48 (in the sun), water
temperature 42. Brrrr-r-r-r! We had left a "just in case" car at Devil's
Elbow, and I was the one who wanted to get out. As I was dragging my boat
up the hill, two local kids in a jeep were doing wheelies in the river.
It's real shallow along there, a pain to get thru if the water is low,
maybe 6 inches deep. They splashed around for awhile, then headed down
river under the bridge. A minute later, the smaller boy came screaming

up the river bank, dripping wet : "He went down and he didn't come back up!”
Karla & Ed took off; I unlocked the car, started the heater, and got out
dry towels. The driver, the bigger guy, did get out okay, but the jeep
was GONE. Just below the bridge is a jeep-sized hole, and it ate it.

Not a ripple, not an oil slick, nothing.

The little guy was going into hypothermia. (T-shirt & jeans), so we
stripped him & bundled him up in dry clothes. Then I drove them about 5 miles
to a little store where they could call home.The big guy assured me that .
his daddy had a tractor and-could pull it out....but it was going -to play
hell with the $3,000 stereo he had just installed.I suggested that he
not do that again, and he allowed as how that was sound advice.

What's the moral of this story? Good grief - I guess, to not do that.

I didn't know the hole was there, and obviously neither did they.. And keep
extra warm clothes in case you have to help someone. I'm just glad we

were there - it would have been a long walk, dripping wet, in 48° weather.
s+eeeees...Laura Jordon '

Super Bowl Sunday, cold and raining, bored to tears, But alas, saviour, Wayne
Gentry's phone call pulling me away from the newspaper asking the whitewater
question, ""Have you ever run the Dog?'". 'Yes', | answered, '"Once back in '83
at painfully low water, but | know it can be a tough run at higher levels,'" It
didn't take long to decide to go for it. The Dog, a short run located in Douglas
County, is runnable only after several days of heavy rain. To find the put in
go West on 1-20 to the second Douglasville exit (Hwy 5) and turn left. The
river junction is about 5 miles down. To get to the take out, continue down
Hwy 5 to the first four way stop and turn left. The bridge is about 3 miles
down Hwy 166. There is a gauge painted on the 166 bridge which read 1.5 on
the day we ran it. This is an optimum level,

There are numerous Class 3-4 rapids beginning almost immediately, reminiscent
of the Ocoee, with many large holes and few easy to find eddies. The largest
and longest rapid is located about half way down the river. Look for a large
rock. wall on the left. It is not easy to scout, but that is the best way to
locate the eddies as the rapid is well over 150 yards long and is continuous
Ciass 4, There are too many rapids to describe them all, but the Dog is a most
challenging river which will test even the most advanced paddler. Good Times!
Participants on this jump trip were Wayne Gentry, K-1, Allen Hedden and Yours
Truly, 0C-1, A

ndy Warshaw

] w




CHARTER MEMBER ROSS WILSON PASSES AWAY

Early members of the Georgia Canoeing Association are mourning the passing of Ross Wilson
who was Treasurer of the Club for several of its first years. Ross was a devotee of any
pursuit he undertook. He believed in anything he did to the extent that he thought every-
one else should accompany him. It was through Ross that Bill and I learned of the forma-
tion of the GCA. His passion for the sport of canoeing brought many more stout-hearted,
hard working persons into the Club membership. He was frequently extolling the merits of
the Appalachian Trail Club and garnering members for that organization as well. Ross was
one of the first Americans to become an avid early morning jogger, a sport he also tried
to enlist others in.

A number of present-day members attended the memorial service for his daughter Julie who
drowned on a western river in a tragic accident in 1974. Our hearts went out to both him
and his wife Elizabeth who canoed on some of the very first trips the Club ran. And again
our hearts go out to Elizabeth in this loss. The memorial service was at St. Luke's Epis-
copal Church February 19. Ross died of heart failure on February 9, 1987. He was 74
years old. -- Anna Belle Close, reporting.

Dear Paddlers, February 3, 1987

The results of the last meeting of the Yough Advisory Board on
January 29, 1987 was that the board voted to make a proposal to the
Board of Garrett County Commissioners to place a moratorium on all
use of the Upper Yough fotr both private and commercial boating. If
this proposal is accepted it can become an ordinance. Any resulting
arrests could lead to a long drawn out legal battle with the river
shut down indefinitely. You can voice your concern by writing a letter
to the Board of County Commissioners office at:

Also call 301-334-8970 and
at best leave a message with
the secretary.

Commissioner Elwood L. Groves II
Garrett County Court House
Oakland, MD 21550

I urge you and your paddling friends to take action in this matter
as soon as possible. It is important to have a large number of indivi-
dual responses. One tactic is to propose renewed lobbying efforts
for Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act status for the Upper Yough.
While this would bring a whole new set of rules and regulations regard-
ing the use of the river, it would at least allow boaters continued
access to the river. It is very important that you respond to this
matter right now. The next advisory board meeting is Februaty 12th,
1987. Your response or lack of response could play an important part
in a key decision about your access to the Upper Yough.

Sinq@rely yours,

Uppgr Youghiogheny Whitewater Affiliation

WHY 1 HAUE 1O 6O

Darlin” I have to go paddlin this weekKend because:

. It4d a First degcegt, andgl’m the only one good enough to lead
the way. .,

2, 1t“s a second descent, and I“m the onrly one who‘s ever done
it. .

2. It“= a third descent, and the photographers from @American
Whitewater will be at the 30-foot falls. .

4. 1 told all the guys what a sweetie vou were about letting me
do what I want, when I want, how I want to.

5. I told all the girls how you alwars star and home and takKe
care of the Kids whenever 1 want to go.

& I tald the Chicago paddlers 1°d meet them there.
7. It"s the first day the water is running this season.

2. It s the last day the water is running this season.
2. I have to try out my new {wet suit, dry suit, paddle,
boat, off-side_ roll, etc.? - .

10. 1“m the only oneé who can drive this weekend. .

11. I1“m the only one who Knows how to get to the put-in.

%%. gizer a weeﬁ WSER my beag +hde%epue itéesnr e il

2. er a weell wi »ou _an the twins ey 1

14, IF ¥Y0OU DON'T LET ME GO I“LL HOLD MY BREATH TILL I TURN BLUE!!'!

THE PACUARE PLAZA

We waited at the put-in for our boats and gear to arrive. It rains frequently in Costa Rica
and the trail to the river was steep, muddy and long--about half a mile. We knew the shuttle vehicle
would be slow and we had some time to kill. Rappin' Roger (Roger Myers), Nasty Dog (George Neill),
Estevan (Steve Geissler) and Dr. Fun (Tom Burkiweicz) found some logs that had been hollowed out
and shaped like surfboards. They hauled them up to the small rapid above our put-in and surfed
through the rapid, squirt logging and trying to catch eddies on the way down. Senorita E. Guana
(Carol Moore) took the opportunity to work on her tan and Senorita BTU (Elaine Jenson) took pic-
tures of the surfers.

The shuttle pulled up around lunch time, Costa Rican time (anywhere from 11:00 to 2:00). The
two oxen pulling the cart that .carried our boats and equipment waited patiently while we unloaded
the gear. As Carlos, our fearless leader, and Estevan worked on the support raft, the rest of us
feasted on typical Costa Rican lunch fare: peanut butter and guava jam sandwiches, Velveeta cheese
and crackers, and macadamia candy for dessert.

The Pacuare River is beautiful, running deep through lush green jungle. Side creeks and water—
falls splash down to the main current and brightly-colored birds sail overhead. The water is super
for boat-scouting and eddy catching; technical enough to make the run challenging but not intimi-
dating. The water temperature hovers around 68-70° and the sun comes out in full intensity between
the frequent rain showers. We were in high spirits as we began to paddle, looking forward to a
fun two-day trip on an interesting new river.

We stopped at every play spot to surf and workout, and the support raft got shead of us fairly
quickly. We half overheard Carlos, our fearless leader, as he called out the whereabouts of our
camp location to Dr. Fun--not too far down, a couple of Costa Rican miles (anywhere from two to
seven) and just past a banana plantation on river right. We in decked boats continued to spend time
at each good spot, taking pictures and enjoying the day. Dr. Fun booked on down the creek (you know
how open boaters are) and we were left to our own vices and devices to entertain ourselves.

After spending a good hour at one ender hole, we noticed the sunlight dimming and decided to
pick up the pace a bit. Figuring we were almost to the campsite, we rounded every turn in the river
expecting to see the raft and Dr. Fun's canoe just around the bend. By 5:30 the sun was moving
steadily downsky and we became a little concerned about the location of our campsite. Rappin' Roger
had been hungry since 4:00 and Senorita E. Guana was ready for an apres' river glass of wine. We
huddled together and discussed our predicament. The knowns: half an hour of light remaining and
five good people. -The unknowns: Had we passed the raft by accident? Was the campsite just ahead
or much further downstream? Could we paddle an unfamiliar river in the dark? Would Carlos and Dr.
Fun try to find us?

It was a judgement call and we called it in agreement. Bivouac HERE. We pulled our boats up
on a rock ledge and got to work, collecting firewood and pulling down palm frons for a shelter.
Nasty Dog was well-prepared with matches and he started a good fire. Estevan and Rappin' Roger,
both graduates with honors from the Gilligan's Island School of Architecture, designed and con-
structed a unique shelter with a definite Neo-Robinson Crusoe flavor. Wanting to create a structure
that would blend well with its environment, they chose materials with a natural appearance--palm
frons for the roof, kayak paddles for the support beams, and a delicate mixture of grass and soil
for the floor. Their masterpiece, the Pacuare Plaza, was appealing to the eye yet comfortable and
practical; it was the kind of place you could really live in without worrying about damaging the
decor. It felt like home.

As darkness closed in and the temperature began to drop, we unpacked the extra clothing we
were carrying in our dry bags. I came up with a polypro hat and shirt; Rappin' Roger was treated to
dry shorts and a cotton shirt; Senorita BTU had paddling pants and a jacket; Nasty Dog wore polypro
pants and kept his helmet on; and Estevan wore his paddling ensemble, since he had no extra gear.

It was your basic resort attire.

The fire was a good cne, and our wet clothes soon dried. Now it was time for dinner. Nasty
Dog was the hero of the day, having packed three granola bars in his dry bag. Our individual
portions were small, and we devised strategies on how to get the most bang for the buck. We divided
into two schools of thought. One side opted for the Stuff It Down Your Gullet approach, preferring
to devour the entire portion as quickly as possible, thereby creating an illusion of fullness in
the stomach as the hastily-chomped half granola bar crashed down into the empty cavern. The
opposing side chose to savor the morsel bit by bit, closely examining, smelling and tasting each
sediment of cracked oat, each fragment of chewy raisin and each piece of broken peanut, appreciating
the fragrance and character of a granola bar as they never had before.

After dinner we relaxed and philosophized on worldly topics: What are Carlos and Dr. Fun having
for dinner? Are they eating it all? Are they drinking all the cerveza and vino? What time is it?

It started raining and we crawled into the Plaza. The ground was rock. It was very hard. It
was not comfortable. We were not happy campers. This was not the river trip we signed up for.
This was not our beautiful vacation. And so we asked ourselves, Well, how did we get here? We
came up with the following reasons: - -




OH, REAL GREAT! JUST WHEN THIS ROPE-A-DOPE CONTROVERSY HAS US A" THE END OF OUR ROPE, THE EDITOR TELLS US TO STUFF IT!

Certainly! If you can't stuff it back in the bag, how are you
going to carry it? And if you know your bag is hard to stuff, I'll
bet you'll hesitate to take it out and use it. In our last issue,
we agreed that the first generation of throw bags, the kind with 75
feet of rope in a 10" by 6" bag, can be hard to store in a decked
boat. Solution: a compact throw bag with a little less rope.

Several manufacturers are now offering such bags; in fact, one
company, Perception, sent theirs to me for inspection. When stuffed,
the bag is just 6 1/2" long and 4 1/2" in diameter, not counting the
handloops at each end. A short piece of strap and a D-ring on the
side are for tying the rope in the bost. The drawstring at the bag
mouth is secured by one of those cylindrieal spring sliders so the
rope can't sneak out inside your boat. The rope itself is a 3/8"
kermantle which provides an excellent grip and seems to elongate
rather little under stretch. I don't have the rope's specifications,
but we'll assume that it is polypropylene and will float. The rope
throws like a bullet, and has a working length a little over 45',
which is usually enough for throwing to swimmers under eastern
conditions. For freeing pinned boats, two such ropes will usually
be needed, while a full-size 75 foot rope may suffice by itself.
Weighing just a little over a pound, this compact, strong rope would
be a very practical choice for a C-boater like me who has very
little storage space.

There was just one problem: I couldn't stuff it. The bag was
Jjust barely big enough that I could get my large hand down inside to
start pulling in rope. Stuffing the first 30 feet went OK, but ss
the bag filled with random coils, I ran out of working room. It was
necessary to push in the last 10 feet or so from outside the bag, as
the bag was just barely large enough to contain all the rope. Of
course, if the bag were made larger to give more room for the hand,
it couldn't be really compact, could it?

Being nothing if not a genius, I quickly improvised a solution.
I found a pair of my son's nylon taffeta "parachute" pants which he
had outgrown, and I cut the last 7 inches from the end of one leg.
(One could start with nylon taffeta or cordura fabric, but with a

trouser leg, some of the sewing has already been done.) The trouser
leg was just a little larger in diameter than the throw bag, fine
with me because I wanted to add both length and width to give my
hand plently of working room. I then used a needle and nylon thread
to stitch the cut end of the trouser leg to the inside circumference
of the bag, just below the stitching containing the drawstring.

The result was a 5" extension to the length of the throw bag
when open, plus a little extra working width. Now I could get my
hand entirely inside the longer bag in order to quickly stuff all
45' of rope. I could then gather the extension sleeve around the
hand loop, and stuff these inside the top of the Perception throw
bag before closing it with the drawstring. On opening the bag
again, the handloop is right at the top inside the extension sleeve
where it can be located easily. The extension sleeve seems not to
affect the throwing properties of the bag, and it adds very little
to the bag volume when stuffed inside on top of the rope.

Probably it would cost little for rope manufacturers to add this
little refinement. In the meantime, when you shop for throwbags,
pull out the last 15 feet and see how hard it is to get it back in.
If there is no room to get your hand inside, consider adding an
extension sleeve if the rope is otherwise satisfactory. I am not
advocating big, sloppy bags, because if the rope is flopping around
loose inside, it may get knotted so that it doesn't pay out right
when thrown. A relatively tight bag is best in all respects except
when you need to stuff it. THen you need an extension sleeve.

The folks at the NOC store wrote to say that they carry the
compact Colorado Kayak Supply throw bags. They also will stock the
new Wildwater Pro-lite throwbag, which weighs 1.25 lbs, and contains
70' of émm Spectra cord, which does float, doesn't stretch, and has
a breaking strength (if I read Wildwater Designs' catalog correctly)
of about 2000 lbs. It is rather pricey ($60), but you get a full-
length, full-strength rope in a small package.

Enuff stuff for now. I will bring the Perception bag to the GCA
general membership meeting if you all promise not to hang me. —-Ed.

LOWER TOCCOA, Sat.,Nov. 1, 1986 -' We paddled from Aska to-the head of'Lake Blue Ridge, taking out at
the 1ake's edge near Tilley Church on Persimmon Creek, where a high clearance vehicle can drive to the

water's edge.

(See my report of Exploration Trip in the Nov., 1980 GCA Newsletter for a map and de-

tails of this rm.) The gauge near Wilscot read 1.07,a low but nevertheless fin and passable level.

We had a fine trip on a mild, partly sunmny day,

on which most of the rest of Georgia had drizzle and

fog. This stretch is perhaps the only and certainly the most enjoyable stretch of river in Georgia

. for junior intermediates that is rumable in low water, drought conditions. : :
pids, as with the Etowsh, are washed out at moderately high levels. We paddled about 8% miles, inclu-

In fact, most of the ra-

ding almost 1% miles of lake, which was 28.6' down from sumer levels of 1688' exposing some fun and

frequent class I-II shoals.

ward in a beautiful Swunburst II with wooden gunnels,

Enjoying the day were Dan and Elise MacIntyre in a Tripper, Walter Ho-
and I in my OCA (good for low water)-Roger Nott.

UPPER TAILULAH, Sat., Feb. 7, 1987 - We paddled the 6 miles from the Tallulah River USFS Pa;k to the
gauge just upstream for Lake Burton, begimning at the end of a 1 mile gorge in which the river drops

250", about ¥ mile upstream of the Coleman River confluence.
river here and affords a spectacular view of the river in the gorge.
a low moderate level (2.57) of crystal-clear water.
miles a bit chilly and was glad he remenbered his wetsuit. 1
greatest gradient and most beautiful scenery are packed into the lst 2 miles.

A Forest Service Road parallels the
We had a mild, cloudless day and
One paddler found his 3 swims in the first 1%
Most of the most difficult rapids and the
Thereafter, the run is

very pleasant but marred by clearcutting and resultant bank erosion and by wnsightly development here
and there. We were glad to have set up ropes at the 2 class II-TII rapids, the second vawhlch.we
dubbed "Jaws," noting that it had spilled at least one paddler during each of my GCA trips. (I wonder-
ed if "Halitosis'" might be more descriptive, as this rapid, shaped like an open mouth with many brden
teeth, is more trouble than it is fun and a good deal trickier than it looks.) A downed tree, always
a hazard of such a small river, led to our third swim. Our small group worked well together and, I
think, really enjoyed the day. Walter Howard paddled his Sunburst II, John Kruegel ran his Tripper,
Gary Plumlee paddled his OCA, and I ran my M.E. - Thanks gang for a great day! Roger Nott

-

ouf youngest son, -avid, no lorger paddles X-i, and cogether we nave several

Notice how Hugh has cleverly used his
miniature typewriter to keep this long
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WHITEWATER SAFETY

Believe it or not Canoesport is relatively safe. I1'11 never forget the first
time I rode the scream machine at $ix Flags. | was so0o scared that I held the seat
bar with both hands for the entire ride. In reality, the most dangerous thing
about Six Flags for a healthy person 98 driving to it in Atlanta traffic. Things
are often perceived as being dangerous because they are a new experience or are
not fully understood. According to a recent survey by the U. 8. Department of the
Interior, there are 15 million active canoeistsin the country. Only a handfull of
them will have fatal accidents on the river. No paddler has ever drowned on the
Nantahala or Ocoee. 8o what's safer, paddliing these rivers or driving to them?
That's right! I believe that +4if paddiers exercise proper safety practices they are
safer +in their boat than +in their car. A summary of these pracgtices are:

1. The _skill _level _of _each _individual _and _the group as a whole must be
adeguate _relative to river _conditions. Prior to any real whitewater experience my
brother and I once tried to paddle Sweetwater Creek tandem, at high water. It
seems that most whitewater fatalities result from stunts Tike this where the
person s paddling in conditions that they simply Just don't have the skills for.
This theme of adequate skill Tevels is well expressed +in Chapter 1 of "River
Rescue": "...most river accidents and drownings are the result pf a combination of
poor planning, Timproper equipment, and plain fdgnorance..." and this theme s also
prominate in Charlie Walbridge's safety reports. The facts are, that in order to
safely run a river, vou must have the skills to properly plan the trip, select,
maintain and utilize the equipment, and most Tmportant the skill to paddle it. The
skills of the group collectively need to Hinclude knhowledge of the river, current
weather and river conditions, rescue skills, first aid skills etc., appropriatse
for the river being paddled and should be utilized accordingly.

2). 8od helps _thoge _that help themselyes: Whitewater paddling is a solo sport
and 9f yvou don't have the skillg to self rescue, it doesn't matter who your
paddling with, they might not be able to help you if you goof up. A throw rope is
a poor substitute for a 100% bombproof combat roll and many boaters rightfully
detest having to chase down swimmers because of the +inconvenience and the fact
that the swimmer could potentially also place them in danger. Carrying safety
equipment 1s important, but most important JIs being to self rescue come hell or
whitewater. GCA offers rolling practice during the winter +in heated pools at 2
locations. Any paddlier who has aspirations of playing on whitewater, etc. ought to
do themselves and their friends a favor and perfect their roll (or self rescue for
open boats not capable of being rolled). Even expert paddlers may visit a pool to
stay polished or work on new technigues. (A note about pool safety: last yvear an
advanced paddler received his worst whitewater injury ever when he and a slalom
boater began doing pool squirts). Working out on flatwater and mild whitewater s
also a great way to ‘improve your skills. If you need an organized group, during
the summer both GCA and AWC offer weeknight trips on the metro hooch. Let's face
it, if you can't properly do a technigue on the Chattahoochee, +it's not going to
work on the Chattooga.

3)..Have _the proper equipment and know how to use 1it: Personal paddling gear
such as a good helment, PFD, an appropriately outfitted boat, and protective
clothing are obviously ‘important. But why even bother to take a first aid kit
which is only good for mesquite bites? On remote rivers additional +Hitems such as a
mini-flashlight, triangular bandage, matches, benadryl, combined with a good
working knowledge of first aid would be much more desirable should a real crisis
arise. Furthermore, even the best egquipment may be worthless +Hif 4t s not
skilT1fully used or s Hinappropriate for the situation. For example, how many

paddlers can really skillfully use the throw rope? And will the victim properly
hold the rope or even grab 4t at all? And how useful is a throw rope on the
Hiawassee or New? Many advanced decked boaters contend that they can usually help
a swimmer better using their boat rather than their rope. Perhaps a combination of
boats and ropes Js best. But one thing s certain, utilization of individual
talents and equipment will yield the best overall safety for the group.

GCA is a forerunner +in promoting safety at the club level. Safety s always
stressed on the 4-6 trips offered each weekend (trips which are at every skill
level). The "Eddy Line" contains numerous articles about developments in safety
equipment, techniques, etc. Furthermore, 15-20 clinics have scheduled in 1987
including at least one "Trip Leaders Clinic" and a "River Rescue Clinic". This
amount of emphasis on safety practices through the developement of paddling and
rescue skills vyields an environment which ds a far cry from that which most
accidents take place. J. P. ‘




Conservation Update

by: Ted Jackson
Carolina Canoe Club Paddler, 12-86
1986 Drought

With the drought slowly abating, many water resource is-
sucs are coming to the forefront. Local and state govern-
ments as well as businesses and the paddling community
are involved. These issues revolve around the use of rivers,
lakes, and their man-made controls (dams}). Some of these
concerns are stressed:

Minimum Stream Flow for the Nantahala River

North Carolina’s Wildlife Resources Commission has re-
quested that the Nantahala Power and Light Company re-
store the upper section of the Nantahala River to a trout
stream. This would entail a minimal release from the dam
{recommended 100 cfs) down the 20-mile section above the
normal put-in site. NP&L is spending $150.000 to study
this proposal. if implemented, this trout stream would cost
NP&L customers $7-11 million per year. Other potential
problems include:

1. Increased danger and liability claims as more boaters
try to run the very difficult Upper “Nanny” during
spring floods.

2. Increased chance of dry weekends to conserve water
during the summer and fall months,

3. Increased difficulty of Nantahala Falls due to the 30%
increase in flow.

The Department of Natural Resources and Community De-
velopment is working on a study in an opposite direction
...to limit the water releases to the Nantahala and to in-
crease reservoir levels. The two state agencies apparently
have not been in communication with one another.

Lake Stabilization

Man-made lakes, developed for flood control, power gener-
ation, and navigation, are being eyed by local governments
and businesses for alternative developments. A petition to
NP&L by the Jackson County Board of Commissioners asks
to keep the Glenville Reservoir, which releases to the Tuck-
asegee River, at a high level. The higl. iake level would. in
turn. make lake front properties more desirable. The white-
water businesses in the area also point toward the growing
$10 miillion per year income to the arca. Paddlers may also
find this proposal to their favor as this may help provide
more consistent whitewaler releases.

Explorer said it best

over 100 years ago

“IT IS DIFFICULT to find in life any event
which so effectually condenses intense ner-
vous sensations into the shortest possible
space of time as does the work of shooting,
or running, an immense rapid.

“There Is no toll, no heartbreaking labor
about it, but as much coolness, dexterity and
skill as man can throw into the work of hand,
eye and head...”

SirWilliam Francis Butler
Canadian Explorer, 1872

RESCUE ROPES: WHO SHOULD HAVE OMNE?

We all know how to throw a rescue rope. We were taught in basic

paddling courses, we read here and in other publications, just how and
when and from what spot to unleash a powerful and precise throw which
arouses envy in the beholders and gratitude in the swimmer. The

following tales, gleaned from the newsletters of other clubs, give

insight into additional considerations: who should carry a rescue

line, and where?

ON THE TELLICO at a TSRA Whitewater Camp, a KayaKer planned to portage
the bridge rapid where a new bridge was being built alongside an old )
one. He found a downed tree had washed up against the bridge pilings;, !
spanning much of the river and making the right bank portage :

o

Whatever Happened to the Banjo Picker?

Everyone who has ever paddled whitewater has surely seen the movie, "‘Deliverance.’’ Most of us have seen it many times. The movie, released
in 1972, was a primary reason for the increased popularity of the Chattoga River in northern Georgia and of whitewater river running in general.

We can all recall the almost comical scenes of inept canoe paddling, Burt Reynolds and his macho Conquer-the-River obsession, Ned Beaty squeal-
ing like a pig and John Voigt climbing a cliff at night. But perhaps the most poignant and memorable scenes in the movie centered around actor
Ronnie Cox and a young local boy picking a banjo. The song, ”Dueling Banjos” was destined to become the national anthem of the paddling community
everywhere.

Thanks to writer Carl Yandel of The Atlanta Journal newspaper, we now know what became of the young baldheaded banjo picker. Billy Redden
is his name. He was born and still lives in Clayton Georgia. He is thirty years old now and, you guessed it, works as a raft guide on the Chattoga.
As a bit of trivia, he did not actually play the banjo in the movie. He had a broken arm at the time of filming. His arm, in a cast, was hidden behind
his back while someone else squatted behind him and fingered the banjo frets.

So next time you are on the Chattoga look for Billy Redden and thank him—He gave us our song! Jim Musgrove

difficult, and doubted his ability to ferry across to the left bank.
Deciding to paddle the rapid, he soon found the nose of his KayaK over
the tree trunk and under a piece of bridge rebary the force of the
water pushing him forward over the deck, with the stern forced down
behind him underwater. His knees were directly over the tree, and he
knew if the boat folded he would undoubtedly drown. Dangerous as the
situation was, all that was required was for his companions to lower a
rope from the bridge to help pull him out of his boat. Wrong! The

only throw rope in the group was entrapped with the victim in his
boat. Finally the others found a rope nearby on the road, and pulled
our hero out; later they also rescued his boat. He offers excellent
hindsight suggestions about not being peer-pressured into running.
rapids you are afraid of, paddling with companions who don’t have
knowledge of rescue techniques (that part of the episode is not
repeated here), but most of all, about having only one rescue line in
the group.

ON THE GAULEY, at Sweet Falls, a paddler and his open boat were
trapped in a vertical pinning. With a leg caught under a crushed
thwart, the paddler could not leave the boat, nor could outside help
reach him. Fortunately, his throw bag was tied within reach. He was
able to secure it to a thwart and toss the rope downstream where his
rescuerrs caught it and pulled the boat free. Rescue lines are
sometimes useful for self-rescue, also.

KAYAK & CANOE CLUB OF NEW YORK reports an incident where a paddler
drifted over a small dam with a dangerous recirculator and failed to
punch through the hydraulic, catching a curler which surfed him into a
keeper hydraulic. While a would-be-rescuer paddled frenziedly to
shore, attempted to undo his easy-to-release knot that become a
not-to-be-undone knot, and stumbled over rocks trying to get to the
dam; anather KayaKer popped his spray skirt, tossed a secured mini-bag
to the victim, and backed off downstream so that the current helped to
pull the victim free. Here’s the newsletter’s description of how the
bag is stored: secured with shock cord to the front support pillar of
the boat and the rope end secured to an anchor bracket on the inside
of the deck. It seems this might endanger the owner of the rope ina
wet exit, but if the rope can be secured in such a way as to

absolutely avoid that hazard, and releaseable should some unforseen
problem endanger the rescuer, a useful idea.

A CHeMGAL covaNY i ' :3
WOULD Likg TO BULP
A PANT HERE

. keep the letters and articlescoming.

CHATTOOGA IV, MOVEMBZR 8, 1986 --- A DIFFERENT VIEWPOINT

I am becoming weary of all the comments on the "rope controversy" by
people who are unaware of how the whole thing began. Since I was a participant in
the trip about which Bob Striggow's trip report was written and which began this
whole Pconrtoversy', I feel somewhat qualified to make some observations and set
some facts straight.

Iet me begin by saying that lYr, Striggow ran what was probably the best
organized Chattooga IV trip, or other trip for that matter, that I have been in-
volved in. There were nine boats and nine paddlers on this trip, carrying, to my
knowledge, no less than seven throw ropes and five first aid kits. There was one
doctor and one EMT on the trip.

As Mr, Striggow wrote in his original report, there were no unusually bad
incidents on this trip. There were several swims, no equipment loss, and one ser-
ious injury. The injury victim was successfully rescued and evacuated, and feels
that his rescue was carried out in a very professional manner, I have no idea what
prompted Mr, Striggow's comments about that trip.

The trip participants were as follows:

Andy Warshaw, GCA President, certified canoeing instructor

Allen Hedden, GCA Treasurer, certified canoceing instructor

Wayne Gentry, GCA Safety Director & Kayak Training Director, certified
kayak instructor

Ron Towe, GCA Canoe Training Director, Z.¥.T., certified canoeing instruc-
tor

Brad Nichol, GCA Publicity Director

Forte Rabb, M.D.

Ben Fouts

Susan Wilson, Section IV first timer

Bob 3triggow, Trip Leader

several of these people have instructed at the last two GCA River Safety
and Rescue Clinics and teach beginning and intermediate canoceing and kayaking. Af-
ter reviewing these facts, I fail to see where there was a problem with safety and
rescue equipment or expertise on this trip.

As far as carrying a rope is concerned, I personally carry one. When I
lead a trip, I ensure that there is at least a rope in the lead boat and one in the
sweep, and I certainly would encourage the boaters between the lead and sweep to
carry one, However, my own eXperience in teaching River Safety and Rescue Clinics
for the GCA has shown me that the vast majority of people who carry a rope on the
river can't throw one accurately or effectively, don't know how to use ropes in ad-
vanced mechanical rescue techniques, and even fewer know how to take a thrown rope
properly when they are the swimmer on the other end., I have even known paddlers
who created a deadly hazard by carrying a rope and stowing it improperly so that it
spilled from its bag and streamed out down the river during a swim., I guess what

I'm saying is that I consider who I'm paddling with to be of equal or greater impor-

tance than what equipment they are carrying., If I'm going to stake my life on a
guy with a rope, I want to be very sure he knows how to use it.

Instead of beating a dead horse about a trip with nine paddlers and seven
ropes, our efforts would seem to be better spent educating people on how to use
safety and rescue equipment properly, and encouraging participation in the clinics
which the club offers. The most positive thing which has come out of this '"rope
controversy" is the prolifery of articles and letters on river safety which have
appeared in the Eddy Line in response to the original trip report. But contrary to
what the writers of these articles may think, there were no fools on that tripl So
"Wuf said!

- Allen Eedden



