Perception’s New Dihedral Paddle
Is More Than Just Another Pretty Face

Much more! The new Harmony Dihedral ter and a more effective backstroke. True,
from perception offers breakthrough the Dihedral delivers slightly less down-
design concepts in its blade shape to help river “bite” than the famous Harmony
improve the way you're paddling now. curved blade; lots of river runners will still

How? opt for all-out power, But if your game is

First, the Dihedral shape of the blade playing in holes, backsurfing waves or
means this paddle will rise to the surface  squirting, try your hand at our Dihedral and
naturally instead of slicing through water, watch what happens.
very helpful for paddlers when rolling or  Standard blade offset for the Dihedral is
bracing. Perception enhances this ‘“rise- 80 degrees, to give your wrists a rest on
ability”” with a unique design feature called those long, hard days of river play. Paddle
the Initial Climb Stabilizer (see arrow). It'sa  |engths: 200 cm to 214 cm, Average weight:
subtle lip that helps the Dihedral do its job 2 |b, 8 oz, Prices start at $119,95 suggested
better, and no other paddle has it! retail. See your perception dealer today,

Second, the new Dihedral blade curves or contact us at (803) 859-7518. percep-
less along its length than standard curved  tion inc., P.O. Box 686, Liberty, SC 29657.
blades, offering you better control, less flut-

peMtion

Meet NOC’s Marty Pribil

Your guide for these exciting 1986 Adventures

Canoeing on the
Rio Grande

Upper Canyons
October 20-28

Lower Canyons
November 4-14

Join us this year
Write for our free
Adventures book

Kayaking Mexico’s
Rio Antiqua and
Rio Actopan
November 22-30 .

Nantahala Ouoor enter

U.S. 19W Box 41 Bryson City, NC 28713

FOR SALE: SAWYER D-Y SPECIAL SOLO CANOE. A fast, easy
paddling and tracking, 16'8" solo cruising or touring
design with good stability. Runs best with 175 1bs. or
more. Goldenglass lay-up with 3 position sliding seat.
Like new. $600. Call Wayne Guerke at 498-1613 after 7 p.m.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

TIME LIMIT
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GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC,

DEADLINE for the next newsletter is the 15th. Send material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd, Atlanta, GA 30322. Please type border- to-
border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs, and don't skip a line between paragraphs. This saves valusble space. Good, high quality
photos, cartoons, artwork, and clippings of general interest to the paddling community are also welcome.

ADDRESS CHANGES, SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS AND MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES: send to GCA, PO Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357, attn. membership chairperson.
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE in
Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are invited to attend. If you wish to submit any
matters for discussion or vote, call the president (Andy Warshaw, 478-2104) so he can plan time on the agenda.

JULY 4 Nantshala class 2-3, intermediate Raob Kerr (call by 7-2) 498-6751
5 Flint class 1, beginner Don Langford 1-324-3007
Hiwassee 24+, intermediate Gwen Bergen 377-2970
French Broad 3+, experienced intermediate Bill Smith (704) 622-3381
6 Toccoa/Cooper Cr. 1-2 Grant Luckhardt 1-838-4372
Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Ben Maxwell 953-3972
12 Childrens' Canoe Class Mike Miller 3711897
Kids' Kayak Klass Peter Elkon 373-7535
Etowah 1-2, trained beginner Tal Dryman 422-4738
Upper Hooch 2-3, intermediate AJ Cote 963-0631
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Bob Striggow  1-782-5014
13 Chattooga 2 1-2, trained beginner Ed Schultz 266-3734
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Brad Nichol 973-3585
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Andy Warshaw 478-2104
19 Beginner Canoce Clinic Ron Towe 435-0903
Upper Amicalola or hike intermediate Leslie Campbell  493-7603
Wild Card - 2-3, intermediate Dan & Elise MacIntyre 252-9513
Chattooga 4 3-4-5, very advanced David Ashley 498-7462
20 Chattooga 2 1-2, trained beginner. Jimmy Gunter W928-2082 H436-6432
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate David Tillis W522-1628 H984-0286
Wild Card 2-3, intermediate Jim Buford 434-7025
Wilder Card 3+ Hugh Stubbs 952-4926
26 Chattooga 3 3~4, advanced Larry Chamblee 803-226-6837
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Jerry Holladay 688-1842
Hiwassee 2+, easy intermediate Jimmy Gunter W928-2082 H436-6432
27 Hiwassee n " n n n n n " "
Flint class 1, beginner Don Langford 1-324-3007
Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Louis Jacobs 633-3452
Wild Card 3+, experienced interm. Peter Elkon 373-7535
August 2 Nantahala 2-3, intermediate Andy Lyons 482-1713 e 4
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Dennis Crain 522-7737 - :
Wild Card 3 Oreon Mann 522-3469 THERE 1S NOTHING MORE FRIGHTENING
3 Chattooga 2 1-2, trip leader needed. Call Laura Jordon, 233-7294 THAN 1GNORANCE IN ACUHION  Goefhe
Ocoee First-Timers Run all the sneaks, avoid Hell Hole. Experienced help
needed, also. John DeCastro 525-4737

9-10 GALA CANOEING AFFAIR. Ocoee, Nantahala, Hiwassee, more options if it rains.

Note to newcomers: "wild card" means "to be decided" depending on water levels. Thereis no Wild Card River. If you want to lead an
impromptu trip, call Laura Jordon at 233-7294, and I1'11 put it on my answering machine. If you.want to go on one, call my machine and
perhaps it will work and give you the information.

A BRIEF REPORT ON THE RACES. Roger Nott will send in the full story and credits next month. This is Just a note to say that the 18th
Southeastern Races were run well and successfully. We had perfect weather and a very large group of GCA members helping with all the race
chores. The water did not come "on" at the slalom course until around 11, but everything was run well and the slalom was completed in good time
on both days. The entry for all events seemed to be up a little compared to last year, though I have not confirmed this with Dennis Crain, race
registrar. : '

One negative note: Allen Hedden broke his leg in a fall from the ladder while hanging gates on Friday. Fortunately it was the fibula
rather than the tibia or femur, so he can get around tolerably in a short leg cast. Maybe he can get switched to a lighter fiberglass cast soon
and do some easy paddling on class 1 rivers. Best wishes for a speedy recovery, Allen. ---Ed.




An open letter from the President
Dear GCA members:

[t's been another action packed year! Your executive board has once again
performed almost incredible feats to provide you with club services unmatched
anywhere in the Southeast. Think about it. Twelve issues of The Eddyline, by
far the best monthly newsletter published by any club around, over 250 annual
organized river trips, 15 professionally presented training clinics, 2 general
membership family suppers, 2 great family camping weekends, the Southeastern
races, river clean-up oppurtunities, and the 1ist goes on. The GCA is truly
the most active canoeing and kayaking organization in the Southeast and | know
that each of you are just as proud to be a member as | am.

However, as all of you are aware, the costs to continue our efforts keep
rising annually. The club actually operated at a deficit over the 1985 season
and we are experiencing cost increases for printing, postage, insurance and
other basic expenses necessary for continued operation at our present level.

The executive Board has studied the issue and has reccomended a dues increase
to $18.00 annually. The motion will be presented at our fall General Membership
meeting for final approval.

Thank you for your continued support of the GCA. It takes the help and
contribution of each of you to make our Club the highly regarded organization
which we are today. |[I'd like to take this oppurtunity to personally invite
you to our executive board meetings. Come out and get involved. You'll be glad
you did.

Andy Warshaw
President '86

Club financial disclosures for 1985 are available to all
Please write to the Club P.0. Box to request a copy.

interested members.

SECOND ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

GCA needs your continued efforts to recruit new members for the membership
drive which will end July 31. Response has been good, but anyone can still win
the drive contest because no individual has yet to recruit a large number of
new members. Prizes for the largest number of recruited members (which will be
awarded at the Gala Canoeing Affair in August) will be a $25.00 gift certificate
to the outfitter of your choice (first), a cap with the GCA 20 year patch
(second), and a GCA T-shirt (third).

If you need additional membership forms or Eddy Lines, please call me
(993-3678) or Andy Warshaw.

Please help GCA stay strong by increasing our membership base and help your
friends enjoy the benefits of belonging to the best paddling club in the south!

John Pinyerd

CRUISEMASTER'S NOTES. _

) I've got Chattooga fever. It's Wednesday after Memorial Day, and I'm sitting in my office, still re-running those rapids in my head.
The perfume of honeysuckle was heavy in the air, and both banks were a solid wall of mountain laurel, in every shade of pink imaginable. I'm
simply blown away, nuts, over my favorite river, the Chattooga.

In this year of the big drought, it was running .95. UGH! Nobody runs the Chattooga below 1 foot, right? Wrong. This is the year to
do impramptu trips on short sections of the river. Nobody would want to make that grueling 13 mile run from Earls Ford to 76 with the river at
1 foot, but thanks to that wonderful map in the May issue of the Eddyline, alternate put-ins are now available. If you have a kayak or lighter
cance that you're willing to carry a moderate distance, you can break Chattooga 3 into short chunks of 4-8 miles, on a private, small trip.

Official club trips are another matter. If you're not up on the permit system, here's a short explanation. The GCA and other large
paddling groups must pre-schedule larger trips with the USFS, which juggles access points and launching times to prevent half a dozen large
groups from putting in at the same time. Because of this, we lose our flexibility. We are allowed 2 trips per section per month, period. Last
winter I filled out permit spplications to cover all trips for this year. They all have a put-in time of 10-10:30, which according to Bill
Breedlove of the Forest Service, makes us the first non-commercial scheduled paddling group on the river.

Back to impromptu trips. We've had to wing it a lot this year anyway, with the rivers being low. A lot of the official trips on the
schedule have been cancelled. We haven't been able to run the Etowah or the Amicalola, the Upper Hooch has been real low, and the Nantahala
hasn't run at all on many weekends. So what do we do? Get on the phone and call people. Scare up a trip. Call people who have led trips in
the past. I've got an answering machine that's been serving as an unofficial bulletin board for unscheduled trips. If you're leading a trip
and want more paddlers, call me and I'll put it on the machine. If you want to go on an impromptu trip, call me at 233-7294 and have your
pencil ready when the machine answers. On the weekends, call me in CLayton at 1-782-9963.

Upper Hooch freaks can count on someone from GCA running it almost every Saturday and Sunday. Go up there and hang around and see who
shows up. You're likely to run into Nancy and Polly, or AJ, or me. It helps to have a GCA t-shirt or a decal on your car. Parking/shuttle
costs $5 now, well worth it, since without this service the Upper Hooch would be, for all practical purposes, closed.

And if you're planning to run any section of the Chattooga below 2 feet, forget the rest of the club and call me-—— I wanna go!

Laura Jordon (with slight alterations during retyping by the editor)

For Sale: Perception Gyra Max C-1 in good condition, with heavy-duty air bags.
$395, John Pinyerd 993-3678

Sun, 18 May, Upper Hooch: trip leader- Carol Mercer

This was a great day to perfect our technical paddling techniques--the river was at 1.45, but
a fun run was had by all. Thanks to A.J for running lead and Dick for sweep. A number of us
beginners learned to flip our canoes/kayaks surfing, and the rapids were run again and again.
The trip leader taught the group how to do a quick exit from a canoe and John pulled a Kada--
where was that gear John? One note: lets remember our river manners; when one of our members
said "Hi" to a fisherman, he remarked, "You are the only one who smiled and said Hello today".
It only takes a second for a smile and wave. The paddlers were: 0C-1: Jackie Schremmer, Dick
Butterworth, Dave Bowman, AJ cote, John Kruegel, James White, Barry Hahn, and Carol Mercer,
K-1:Karla (with a K) Fields,and Harmen Taylor: Rafters: Karlas parents, Frank and Virginia
Prater, and cousin Fred Hoffman--who had a great time and difin't seem to mind the rocks.

Since we just had the Southeastern Championships (18th Annual) | thought that I'd run the report
from the First Annual Nantahala Race which was held on July 4 & 5 of 1969. This race used
to be run on the Fourth of July weekend but was moved due to the crowds and traffic. It
didn't become the Southeastern Championships until 1972. You may also notice that the
length of the slalom course has increased; now a days it is approximately 30 gates rather
than the eleven mentioned in this report. (Submitted by Gwen Bergen, GCA Historian)

FIRST ANNUAL NANTAHALA RACE A Great Success! (July 4 & 5, 1969)

The slalom events on Friday, July L4th were new to this part of the country and should open
up this phase of the white water sport to the Southeast. It was a challenging eleven gate
course and a push-over to no one, especially gate 8!' Results of the slalom event follow:
C-1 1st John Sweet K-1W 1st Bev Sullivan

2nd Bob Waldrop ) 2nd Candy Goodwin

3rd Larry Snyder 3rd Anne Shuster

C-2 1st Brent and Kevin Lewis C-2M
2nd Doug Woodward,Glenn Johnson
3rd Greg Ford, Paul Wiens

1st Carrolle and Swede Turner
2nd Anne Shuster and Bob Waldrop
3rd Cindi Goodwin and Kevin Lewi's

K=1 1st Charles Seaman
2nd Doug Woodward
3rd Dan Sultlivan

The best slalom score for the day was registered by Charles Seaman (score of 115). Doug
Woodward had no penalties. 4O participated. The downriver races on Saturday began with
decked boats in the a.m., the Junior undecked at mid-day, and the undecked in the after-
noon. The crowds were tremendous especially at Nantahala Falls. Although there may have
been anticipation of blood,there were no serious accidents. We had some good safety peo-
ple plus qualified participants - total participation of 103 in the downriver events.
Best time for the eight mile course was Brent and Kevin Lewis (-2 decked at 54 minutes and

9 seconds. Results of downriver events:
c-2 Jr. 1st David McCallie & Alex Wheeler C-1 1st Hugh Caldwell (GCA)
Undecked 2nd Mike Stern & Dan Rogers Undecked 2nd Bill Doswell
3rd Robert Starrs & Dave Ramero 3rd Cyde WOolsey
C-2M I1st Anne Davis & Claude Grizzard(GCA) C-1 1st John Sweet
Undecked 2nd Aurelia & Payson Kennedy (GCA) Decked 2nd John Berry
3rd Anne Coffery & John Nading 3rd Hugh Caldwell
c-2 Ist Brent & Kevin Lewis K-1 Ist Bill Funk
Decked 2nd Doug Woodward & Glenn Johnson 2nd Joe Lederle
3rd Ken Miller & Don Graham 3rd Dan Sullivan
C-2M 1st Carrolle & Swede Turner c-2 1st Horace Holden,Bill Crawford
Decked 2nd Anne Shuster & Bob Waldrop 2nd Dave Erickson,Ralph Bunge
3rd Alice Chalmers & Tim Schell (GCA) 3rd James Morgan,Roger Scott
c-2 1st Horace Holden & Bill Crawford(GCA)

Undecked 2nd Dave Erickson & Ralph Bunge
3rd James Morgan & Roger Scott

You will note that ten GCA members placed in the downriver events - not bad for the first
year. Payson Kennedy ran fourth in his newly built decked C-1 and should be congratulated
for a fine showing. Total participation both days was 143. We thank all participants and
helpers for making the first race a great success. We look forward to next year.

Claude Terry-President,GCA Bill Crawford-Chairman, Race Publicity



SECOND ANNUAL RIVER SAFETY AND RIVER RESCUE CLINIC

The work stations were set up to let students work on specific river rescue
askills. The four work stations dealt with boat based rescue, river rescue setup,
the Telfer Lower, and rope throwing. At staged accident sites on the river,
students were required to determine the correct rescue method to use, and
execute it. The three accident sites were the evacuation of an dnjured paddier,
a Jleg entrapment, and a pinned boat rescue. The students did a great Jjob at
each station. The GCA should be very proud of the men and women who instructed
this clinia. It s impressive to me when I consider the amount of expertise the

§
The Second Annual GCA River Safety and River Rescue Clinic was held on April 19 § e e o e e e 1 e R e 2 e e o +
and 20. Forty seven paddlers attended the c¢liniae, and thirteen peoplie helped ) l“fﬁﬂ _________ ln_jf __________ lﬂ!ﬂl@&fﬂ ________ RapRS l
ingtruct the olinic. Students were exposed to a great deal of information on f EARLS FORD | SANDY FORD | 4.0 DICK'S CREEK(5),WARWOMAN RAPID(3),
Saturday, and were required to put this new found knowledge to use on Sunday, i .:fiﬂlﬁ{tf[_l ______________ l ___________ ! ____SANDY FORD RAPID !
Judging from their performance on Sunday, the students Tearned well. Saturday 5 SANDY FORD BLUE TAG TRAIL | 2.5 | NARROWS (4) , 2ND LEDGE(3), I
morning was spent discussing planning a safe trip, running a safe trip, river f +1{f_'f{ _________ | jr ___________ [ EVE OF THE NEEDLE(4) l
hazards, and evacaution technigues. Saturday afternoon, the students were 1 |BLUE TAG TRAIL |FALL CREEK | 2.5 [LITTLE STUFF |
divided into small groups and the groups were rotated around to different work ( L&MMHSEEP ! ! | |
. . v . " L ettt L e e e o e e o
statfons dealing with different areas of river rescue such as ba§1a rescue ' | FALL CREEK | THRIFTS FERRY o g [ PAINTED ROCK(4), ROLLER COASTER (3) I
techniques, basic mechanical rescue, advanced mechanical rescue, river rescue [ {174 m1 | | |
. . - - @ VAt . ) o o o e e o ———————— e e e o o o e e +
organization an’d first ajd,. amd’knots and ropes. O'm Sunday, the clinic was held j | THRIFTS FERRY |76 BRIDG | 2.5 BULL SLUICE(5). SOME CLASS 8 DROPS |
on the Broad River. Accident sites and work stations were set up on the river. ' {174 M1 | |
‘ e —————————— e e o e e e e ———————— e e e e e e +

CHECK THE MAP IN MAY EDDVYLINE TO FIND THESE PUT-INS.

Editor's Note: Laura's difficulty ratings for the "name" rapids correspond in most cases to those used by the USFS, but in
some cases are one class high. At normal water levels (below 2.5), Dick's Creek, Warwoman (Hound's Tooth), the Narrows, Eye
of the Needle, and Painted Rock (Keyhole) are all class three (3). Yeah, the Narrows is a difficult class 3, but so is -
Lesser Wesser. Bull Sluice is only class 4 until it reaches 3 feet and the lower hole starts eating rafts for lunch. Some
would argue, with reason, that the Bull is only a class 3 below 1.5 feet. I offer these corrections so that you do not
have heart failure when you see a real class 5 rapid.

Also, the river mileage is approximate. In a year of low water, Chattooga III can seem like it is 14 or 15 miles long,

members of this club have acquired. The following paddiers Ynstructed during ) o 4 , rr -

the weekend: Mark Levine, Allen Hedden, Larry Smith, Ron Towe, Ed Sachultz, Roger ‘ bm:lhweShmm1medn¢mgam‘mEtwosmEMItmw& and T say it isn't over 13.

Shepherd, Ted Sparks, Helen Sparks, Oreon Mann, David Tillis, Andy Warshaw, : PADDLE REPAIR CLINIC

Dennis Crain, Jeane Peters, and myself. Everyone of these folks did an

excellent Job. Special mention goes to Dennis Crain and Jean Peters for their Jon Blackburn of Blackburn Designs, SEA-1 Paddles, has agreed to conduct a
Acadamy Award winning performance at the evacuation station. Also, to Ron Towe - wooden paddle repair clinic on July 23 from 7:30 to 9:§0 at his shop in Conyers.
who instructed all day Sunday, and then provided shuttle service for everyone . Beautiful, expensive wooden paddles have been known to deteriorate after repeated

with his truck and trailer. 1 also want to thank Mike "Boys Club’ Miller for
Tetting us use Camp Kiwanis on Saturday and for providing us with a pin boat.
Thanks also, to Jan Keadle for doing a great Jjob of hand Tettering all 47

rock braces. This is your chance to learn how to get your paddles back into top
shape. The clinic will cover how to refinigh, repair cracks and general maintenance.
Participants should bring with them their damaged paddles to get on the spot tips

certificates. A1l of these folks really made this clinic happen. The students on repair. The fee for the workshop is $10.00. Those interested should forward
also made this clinic work. They hung in there through two very long days of '~ their check made out to the GCA to Jerry Holladay, 430 Sterling St., N. E., Atlanta,
hard work, and their enthusiasm never seemed to dwindle. The paddlers attending GA 30307, telephone 688-1842.

the clinic were: Elizabeth Hilldiock, Elvin Hilyer, Nancy Hilyer, Rentz Hilyer,

- . . ] . . ] 1 3 . PR . . . .
John Forest Hilyer, Gerard Aberson, David Tillis, Rob Kerr, Jim Flemister, Maria Editor's Recommendation: I have seen Jon Blackburn conduct a shorter clinic on paddle repair, and the instruction was quite

Dempsey, Michae Wilson, Cheryl Reich, Rob Penney, Elaine Jensen, Jim Dalton, j mﬂﬂmdh. hng%s}mHM$®emﬂ/wmmm|mmhistM(ﬂﬁmﬂeinmmWMBmeFmrmmmﬂemnhm. I have purchased a
Dick Mamilton, Roger Reinhardt, Dorothy Reinhardt, Earl Fetta, Ruth Stiles, Rob ! West! a@mmrqmuIattofu<ﬁwmalmm®npths.'mekﬂ:émm=mq¢ﬂﬂ& which sounds like a lot when you can get
White, Glenn Kasow, Sandra Towe, Bruce Bishop, Beverly Shearer, Nancy Suda, emmyatt%lmmMmestam?amm:Enbm*a mt?@lmm@kﬂ:mMmﬁma?utofm¢msimhmmgmmhmcmm,sﬁd@,
Larry Wheeler, Gwen Bergen, Brannen Proctor, Betty Davenport, Butch Anderson, b@mw& ma%tﬂdh,mmMnFHm@,mmmmdhpm,sﬂ;mlmwmr(hrtMcmmmmfc@mmdghmsﬁbms(hrtMcMmmg
Bi1l McLendon, Ted Jackson, Lissa Jackson, Eileen Lange, Stacy Lange, Greg ::m;hmmﬂﬂ,?MN@th;ﬂwgmgNMasmmmlhmdsmplnatmm But the highlight of the kit is two pumps, one for
Grant, Carol Grant, Gary Plumlee, David Plumlee, Susan Wilson, Lew Caldwell, | zhaw?rwno mmﬂ,ﬁ)amlwrfmimesmu.wnofhmmmﬂ. mmmpmmsmwﬁ&dyemEmwhsmdm%scmmmmm
Darrell Allison, Gary Vandiver, Kathy Dubois, Iris Ibrahim, and Donnie Towe. ; with mixing proper proportions. mmemmée@hpmw,me:mefMlshd@ofemhl%oywrmunmcmmnmr,mdyw
Good job, folks. When this many people take the time to take a clinic, it is a ’ have about 3D_cc of’.epoxy ready to mix. This is more than enough for most paddle repairs, but if you're glassing a whole

| paddle face, just hit two strokes from each pump and you'll have the right amount. The pumps need not be removed from the

good indication of where the interest of the club Ties, and that it conducting can for storage. The resin and hard N el ] "
- jovable river trips. -- Wayne Gentr Safety Director . - !he resin and hardener have remalned viable in my pumps for more than a year. Watch for next month's
safer more enjoy vet P Y 2 v/ b4 < issue and I'1ll include ordering information for this useful kit.

TOCCOA RIVER...June 8...Water level adequate
iy i Trip leader Jimmy Gunter led a relaxing run paddling solo open canoe. He was
CHATTOOGA P joined by the Putnam family: Jason, age 11; Joe age 12; and their dad, Richard,
- ; | who just claims to be young for his age. The family trio rotated all members
WHITEWATER SHOP between a K1 and a tandem Blue Hole. Jason made his first-ever white water run in
) the.: K1 maneuvering smoothly through the Class 11 rapids below the A.T. suspension
bridge. Joe sharpened his exceptional water-reading skills, and combined them with

**%CHATTAHOOCHEE RACES SATURDAY JULY 26 AT POWERS ISLAND¥*¥* Hwy. 76 Box 147 Long Creek, SC 29658 , his powerful drawstroke to keep the bow of the tandem canoe off of nearly all of the
(803)647-9083 ,{ ever-present rocks., Although the trip began with some apprehension about having to

The Atlanta Whitewater Club will again sponsor summer down- " hike ten miles along a parched river bed, we found the Toccoa most enjoyable despite

river and slalom races on the Metro Hooch starting at Powers . . \ lack of rainfall. It was agreed that this would be an excellent river for family/

Island. The downriver race to hwy 41 will begin at 8:30, and Chattooga National Wild beginner overnight camping.

the slalom at 10. Last minute registration between 7:30 and and Scenic River

8 AM. PROCEEDS TO ACA DIXIE DIVISION mmIOBCDW{TUURSwho Season: Year-round Partial liquidation of Klausman fleet of kayaks - FOR SALE

hope to compete at the races at South Bend in August. 1. Perception Mirage with foam walls and float bags included - $300.

Farly registration is encouraged. Write AWC at P.0. Box 2. TFamous River Machine by Stohlquist. Kevlar layup with float bags and
33, Clarkston, GA 30021, or register at their next meeting Sales-Rentals - Clinics- Shuttles float bags in excellent condition. New cost $900, asking $400.
the evening of Tuesday, July 1 at Anchor Savings and Loan ' Weighs only 24 pounds. Call Hank Klausman at 955-0553

near Plaza Drug and the intersection of Ponce and Highland.




A NEW EXPERIENCE
WEST VIRGINIA WEEKEND

When Ron Towe called me one day in early May to discuss the possibilities of spending

Memorial day weekend paddling rivers in West Virginia, little did | realize just what
I was getting into when | said sure, let's go give it a try. But being the adven-
turer that most white water paddlers are, | found myself meeting Allen Hedden and

Wayne Gentry and 5 PM on Friday, May 23, to ride the 10 hours to Beckly, West Vir-
ginia. We arrived late and arose early to find that the New was running in excess
of 8% feet. Of our group at this time, Allen, Wayne, Ron,Donny and Sandra Towe and
Roger Shepherd, only Wayne had run the river before and only at a level of 3 feet.
Needles to say concerns were rising. We decided to eat breakfast and discuss the
possibilities. At the restarant, we met fellow GCA'ns Tom Berkowitz, Peter Elkon
and George Neil and together we decided that the New was too high and opted for a
river called the Meadows. This river is 6 miles of continuous class 3+ action
similar to the Tellico in regard to rapid size and reminicent of the Chatooga in

regard to everything else. | didn't count the rapids but there must have been at
least 50 or more, Put this one on your list as it was a great run but beware the
take out. Definitely Class 5 surpassed only by the take out at Town Creek in

Alabama. We had no swims all day and we thought that it was a good warm up for the
New. Little did we know what was waiting. After the river, we took a side trip to
Gauley Dam. What a magnificent view,

That night, it was a little R&R with volleyball and horseshoes around the camp
fire with a great supper cooked up by Sandra and the usual river stories. Now joined
by Mike Hackett, we turned in early in anticipation of the next days run.

Again it was up at 7:30 and to the Western Pancake House for breakfast. We met
Betsy Darken and two friends Roger and Brevard who joined us. Now with 13 boats in
tow, 5 opens, 5 C-1's, and 3 kayaks, we ran our shuttle and headed for Thurman to
begin the 14 mile run. At exactly 11AM we put on the New with a level of just under
5 feet, The first rapid at the put in, not even mentioned in the guide book, was
bigger than any rapid | had run previously. This gave me some idea of what to expect
as we pressed onward. Betsy and Wayne took the lead and did one hell of good job
of keeping us all together. At surprise rapid, a giant 8 ft. haystack we got our
first taste of what the New was really all about. All boats made it through safely
but there was a different feeling in the air than before. We now realized that this
was a much more serious situation than we had first imagined and that it would take
every bit of paddling skill we had to sucessfully run this giant of a river. We all
made Upper and Lower Railroad rapids with Betsy giving us a scare by getting caught
in the upper hole at Upper Railroad. She did a beautiful job of surfing out of it,
but she was in it for a long time. Then came Upper, Middle and Lower Keeney. Class
5 big water folks. Ron swam upper, injuring his hand which was patched up by Roger.
I swam Lower Keeney, a giant Class 5 rapid with huge.holes and a place called Killer
Falls. Then some more big rapids and then the toughest rapid on the river called
Double Z. f've never seen such a hole. [t was as big as a house in Dunwoody with
2 basement to match. | swam again when | hit this 12 ft. wall of water and it
slapped me around like a newborn baby. Boats were going everywhere. | don't know
who all swam, but there were many. We regrouped and recovered and headed down stream
for more. Rapids like the K-mores, Greyhound bus Stop, Undercut Rock, Miller's
Folly and many more, We had no more open boat swims, but | for one felt fortunate
to be alive when we took off at 5:30.  What a river.

Back to the campground for Sandra's wonderful Chili and more stories before
crashing early. We broke camp the next morning with Wayne, Mike and Roger heading
back for more. The rest of headed for home.

Special thanks to Wayne Gentry for coordinating a great weekend and for rescuing
me twice and to Sandra Towe for her patience, great shuttle driving and fantastic ’

cooking. Let's make this an annual event.
Andy Warshaw

BEGINNERS KAYAK CLINIC-MAY 16, 17, 18 -- The first Beginners kayvak clinic of the
1886 training season really got things off to a good start. A group of very
ethusiatic students really made this an enjovable clinic. The Friday night
session was held at Go With the Flow in Roswell, where the students learned what
happens when water meets rock and got and basically got introduced to the sport.
Saturday morning, we meet at Fulton County River park for our lake session.
Students were introduced to their boats, the basic strokes, and to the cold
water of the Chattahoochee. Saturday afternoon, students were worked on
perfecting their strokes, and Tearned about the basic manuevers such as the eddy
turn, peel outs, and ferrys. Then on Sunday we Jjourneyed to the Broad River to
Tet the students try out their newly Tearned skilis on the Class Il river. The
river was very low, but the Broad tends to channelize pretty well and we didn’t
have any problems getting down the river. Of course, we had our share of swims,
which is good because it means that the students were working to perfect their
skills. There were no "eddy flowers" in this group. There were no casualaties
or injuries at the end of the clinic, except for a sun weakened plastic kayak
that got a hole knocked in the bottom of ft, when one of the students bumped
into a sharp rock. Instructors for clinfc were Peter Elkon, Mike Hackett, and
myself. Peter and Mike did a great job, and I really appreciate their efforts.
As I said earlier we had a great bunch of students this time. A1l really showed
a desire to learn and master the different strokes and manuevers. We will be
watching to see how vou folks progress. Attending the clinic were: Karla Fields,
David Tate, John Tate, Kristi Eide, Cathy Hood, Darrell Hood, Dennis Myers,
Jimmy Brooks, Marie Mize, John Alcorn, Rand Wentworth, and Susan Wilson. Thanks
for a great clinic-- Wayne Gentry.

For Rent: Spacious three bedroom ( sleeps nine comfortably ) two
bath mountain house. Fully equipped kitchen. Deck and beautiful
view. Sixteen miles from NOC $175.00/week. call Barney or Sherry
Spurr for information at 404-4618760

WHITEWATER RETREAT. Secluded year-round house for sale. Seven miles from the NOC- Nantahala Gorge. Two bedrooms, bath,
dining area, slate-floored living room with large stone fireplace, south facing with large windows and sun! Spring water,
easy access, 2 acres, two outbuildings, garden spot. $39,900. David Dauphine', 2113 Clearwater Dr., Marietta, 977-9547.

An eventful day on the Upper Hooch, or the trials and tribulations of
a Keeled Aluminum Grumman in a low water river.

A large group of twelve boats met at the Route 115 put in for a run
down to Duncan Bridge. In the group of four Kayaks, three Solos and five
Tandems were some first timers on the Chattahoochee, including the Aluminum
Grumman.

After an uneventful 10 feet, the Grumman, paddled by Chris Elliot and
his young daughter, hung up for the first time, then continued to do so
about every 10 feet the rest of the way down the river.

At the lower end of Buck Island Shoals, William Nealy's WHITEWATER
HOME COMPANION states, "Watch out for a semi-submerged rock below the
bottom ledge. It's &a notorious boat flipper/pinner.," Guess what the
Grumman found??

Fresh out of the most recent trip leaders school, this virgin trip
leader with a bad back needed the experience of a fully submerged and
pinned boat. Yes folks, them suckers is a touch heavy when filled with
water. However, several strong backs and a couple of ropes got it out--a
bit mis-shapened, but out.

A few good kicks and we continued on down river with the Grumman
hanging up every 10 feet and my paddling companion Nigel Wrigley, a friend
from Blackburn, England, in a canoe for his first time, saying things Llike
"Bloody good fun, this!™ On seeing Barry Hah® wearing a good imitation of
an Australian bush hat and smoking a pipe while paddling down river, Nigel
commented "Good show, Barry! You're a man after me own heart!"

We finally made it to the take out after several more swims by the
first timers. Everyone said it was a great day, including Chris who really
hung in and battled the Grumman. Dave Bowman commented that he wasn't sure
he was going to paddle with me again--the last time was the infamous upper
Amicalola hypothermia trip. It was a fun day, with a lot learned (I hope)
and a promise by Chris to buy an ABS boat.

I apologize for not including everyone's names on the trip.
Unfortunately I had the list in my pocket during the boat unpinning. The
list got wet and erased some of the names. Just one more event in an
eventful day. (Chris, please don't take offense at this write-up. Your
boat wasn't a problem, and the pinning really was good experience.)

UNUSUAL OFFER FOR USED BOAT SALES.  Smoky Mountain Sports is relocating their store from their present spot at 2129 North

Decatur Road around the corner to larger quarters at 1226 Clairmont Avenue. They've apparently got lots of boat storage space
in the new place, because they've offered to let GCA members leave used cances and kayaks for sale on consignment for zero
percent (#%) commission, instead of the usual commission of 10% or more. For further details contact them at 325-5295.



