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Want to Know More About the
Knoxville Canoe and Kayak Festival?

Use This Form!

N4

BKAV
FESTHAL,

Send me (indicate your interest):

O Newsletter or general information about schedule and location of
all events,

[ * Exhibitor information America’s Outdoor Expo, June 20 - 22,
Knoxville,
Participant or entry forms for;

O North American Whitewater Rodeo/Rapid Racing, May 31 -
June 1,

[0 National Slalom and Wildwater Chémpionships, May 31 - June 3.
[0 Pan American Championships, June 7, 8.
O Instruction Clinics/Corporate Challenge Races, June 14.
1 Southeastern Marathon Championships, june 21,
Send information to:

Phone

Your Name

Address

City State Zip

Send completed form to: Inquiries,

Knoxville Cance and Kayak Festival
530 South Gay Street

Suite 222

Knoxville, TN 37902

Volunteer's needed! GCA contact person is Nolan Whitesell @ 261-6351

'CHATTOOGA
WHITEWATER SHOP

Hwy. 76 Box 147 Long Creek, SC 29658
(803)647-9083

Chattooga National Wild
and Scenic River
Season: Year-round

Sales-Rentals - Clinics - Shuttles

TAX WRITE OFF! Non-Profit Organization needs Kayaks
and equipment for instruction. Donations or low
price. Have tax numbers. Please contact David
Tillis at Anneewakee School. (522-1628) from 9:00 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m.

BE A PART OF IT -« Help needed for the Ocoee portion of the Knoxville Canoe & Kayak
Festival, Saturday, May 31, and Sunday, June 1st. Please call Nolan Whitesell at 261-6351
if you can help with rescue, recording and tabulating scores, Judging, crowd control, etc.
Does anyone have access to a portable megaphone? -- Please call.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

TIME LIMIT

/Z"' DOY LINEF

POST OFFICE BOX 7023 « ATLANTA, GA 30357
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~ for the many hours of pleasure that they

Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the I5th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 144) Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. DO
NOT SEND DUES, ADDRESS CHANGES, OR SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS TO THIS ADDRESS. All subscription matters should be addressed to GCA, P.0. Box 7023,
Atlanta GA 30357. Please type articles border to border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs and no vertical spacing between paragraphs.
This format makes it much easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos and conservation clippings are also welcome.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
In Atlanta, near the intersection of Pledmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

May 10 GCA/TSRA Georgia Rivers Weekend. See announcement next page.

Upper Amicalola class 1-3, intemediate

Talking Rock 1-3, intemmediate, long
Chattooga 4 class 3-4, expert

11 Etowah 1-2, trained beginner
Upper Hooch 2-3, experienced interm.

Lower Amicalola class 3-4, advanced

17 Beginner Kayak Clinic // Advanced Canoe Clinic.
Upper Amicalola 1-3, intemmediate

Coosawattee class 1-2+, intemmediate
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced
18 Etowah 1-2, trained beginner
Cartecay 2-3, experienced interm.
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced
24 Toccoa 1-2, trained beginner
Cartecay 2-3, exp. intermediate
Chattooga 4 3-4, expert
25 Nacoochee 1-2, trained beginner
Upper Hooch 2-3, exp. intemediate
Nantahala 2-3+, experienced interm.
Memorial Day Etowah 1-2, trained beginner
< Upper Hooch 2-3, exp. intemmediate
31 Upper Hooch 2-3, exper. intemm.
Nantahala 2-3+, exper. interm.
June 1 Ocmilgee 1-2, trained beginner
Cartecay 2-3, experienced interm.
Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced

For opportunities to paddle
Laura Jordon 233-7294 during the week, see page 2.
Alan Hedden 252-6167

Peter Elkon 373-7535

EJ Schultz 266-3734
A.J. Cote 963~-0631
Roger Nott  1-536-6923

See flyers in this issue.
John Rowland 1-945-4926
Bill Dean 428-1682
Mark Ievine 926-8683 -
Nancy Barker 874-8897
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Britt Harris 255-5977 Lol
Oreon Mann  522-3469 ' ."."3
: R

4

Royce Hughes 1-945-2664
Mike Wilson 447-9301
Roger Nott  1-536-6923
Jimmy Gunter (w) 928-2082 .
Dewey Tate 487-2111 ¢ ﬂ%
Jerry Holladay 688-1842 f,;%' .
Jerry Peterman 395-9495 B
Laura Jordon 233~7294

“...and then the second group comes In — ‘row, row,
row yout boat’ .. "
John Berry  451-3443

Charles Harrison 491-1267

Dick Hurd 394-4919

Jack & Julia Crosby 1-782-6331

Have you thanked your favorite rivers

have given you? Natural, free-flowing
rivers give generously, and we often find

June is American Rivers Month Nationwide

that although we love them, we take them
for granted. '

Groups across the United States will
celebrate natural rivers throughout June,
which the American Rivers Conservation
Council has designated as “American
Rivers Month.” Canoe-a-thons and clean-
ups, films and fish fries—and a canoeful of
other events—will be held to celebrate the
values and uses of natural rivers.

The goals of American Rivers Month
are to increase public awareness of the
value of local rivers as community assets;
to promote public policy supporting river

conservation; and to educate event parti-
cipants and publie officials of the threats
to America’s rivers—and the opportunities
to save them.

The Association of State River Program
Managers is co-sponsoring American
Rivers Month and is coordinating events
in each state. To find out about what may
be planned for your state, contact Theda

Leonard, Scenic Rivers Program, Depart- -

ment of Environmental Management, 225
Friend Street, Boston, MA 02114; (617)
727-3160.

.

[

American Rivers Month sponsors this
year include Canoe Magazine, Colorado
Kayak Supply, Coleman Canoes, Nanta-
hala Outdoor Center, Patagonia and Per-
ception.

The Nantahala Outdoor Center has pro-
duced a striking color poster for ARCC
commemorating American Rivers Month.
This year’s subject is the Clarks Fork of
the Yellowstone River, a fantastic, yet
endangered river in Wyoming. Send $5.00
per poster to: ARCC, 322 4th Street, NE,
Washington, D.C. 20002. B



WEEKDAY PADDLING ACTIVITIES.

TUESDAY EVENING ROLLING PRACTICE ON STONE MOUNTAIN IAKE. The lake has warmed to a camfortable level by now— in fact
by mid-June it gets too wamm! We'll gather at the private boat landing area just west of the dam from 5:30 PM onward. Bring
a picnic dinner if you like. This is also a good chance for paddlers working up to solo open paddling to strengthen that
vital forward stroke. Remember that you will need a 1986 Stone Mountain Park sticker to enter the Park.

WEDNESDAY A.W.O.L. PADDLING TRIPS will be led during the day by Jimmy Gunter. Target streams include the
Etowah, the Nacoochee and other Mayday scenic marvels. Call Jimmy at his work number, 928-2082. (I think Jimmy has one

of those cellular phones installed in his boat...

)

METRO HOOCH EVENING RUNS IN MAY. Gary DeBacher will lead a Metro Hooch trip on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
evening each week in May. To find out which evening, call him no later than Monday of the week in question at 634-4651
between 7 and 10 PM.  The usual plan will be to meet around 6 PM at Powers Island and paddle down to hwy 41, spiking
every eddy that moves along the way. With the drought this spring, water in the Metro Hooch is unusually warm, so a roll
or a short swim can feel surprisingly good. By contrast with nearly everything else in the area, the Metro Chattahoochee
‘actually makes a better practice course when the water flow is low. Once the rafting season gets into swing, weekend runs
¢an become impossible for lack of parking (try to get there before 10 AM on Saturdays and Sundays), so evening runs are

the obvious alternative.

As the evenings get longer, we can consider same alternatives, such as Jones Bridge to Holcamb Bridge, Island
Shoals to Bull Sluice Iake, or hwy 41 down to the Atlanta Waterworks. LET'S DO IT!

.................. .. .BLACKBURN PARK BASE CAMP WEEKEND .....May 9—11.........................................l

if you like.

We have scheduled trips on the Amicalola, Etowah, and Upper Hooch. Depending on who shows up and
what/s running, we will also be within easy driving distance of the Cartecay, Chestatee, Talking Rock,
and Toccoa Rivers - impromptu trips can be arranged (Pray for rain!!)

Prepaid reservations are not required, but we would like to have an idea of who is coming. If you’d
1ike to camp with us Friday/Saturday nights, call Laura Jordon 233-7294 or Ed Schultz 266-3734.

We have invited the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association (TSRA) to join us for a weekend of paddling
intermediate rivers in the middle of North Georgia (hence the nickname "Wimp Gala"). You have probably
noticed the "Blackburn Park" signs while going up Ga. 400 or to the Etowah. This is our base camp. We have
reserved one of the primitive camping areas there. The cost is $1.00 per person per night in a tent, and
$1.50 per shower. The campground is close enough to Dawsonville & Dahlonega to pig out at the Smith House

Maine’s Big River Fight Over

At press time, Great Northern Paper Co. in Maine
announced it would withdraw its application with
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) to build a'dam on the West Branch of the
Penobscot River, bringing to a quick end what the
Natural Resources Council of Maine, the National
Wildlife Federation and other environmental
groups had expected to be a long and difficult dis-
pute.

Earlier this year, an environmental board in the
state concluded that construction of the “Big A” dam
would have violated state and federal water quality
standards. The board subsequently denied Great
Northern a water quality certificate.

The company had proposed building the 40-mega-
watt dam at Big Amberjackmockamus Falls. It
would have destroyed some of the best whitewater
for rafters along the East Coast and a unique land-
locked salmon fishery.

The 6-2 decision by Maine’s Board of Environ-
mental Protection was reached Jan. 8.

Great Northern, Maine’s second largest employ-
er, made the announcement March 13. The compa-
ny had filed its application with FERC in 1984, con-
tending that the facility was needed to meet inter-
nal energy needs.

NEWS FLASH! GREAT OCONEE RIVER RACE

CIRCLING BOWMAN ISLAND. On the uppemmost stretch of the Metro Chattahoochee, just below Buford Dam, is a series of
shoals nmning down both sides of Bownan Island. Having never seen this section, and wanting to have it both ways, I took
the Tripper and my aluminum setting pole, so that I could paddle down one side of the island, which is more than ! mile
long, and pole back upstream to my cax.

Perhaps the fastest way to Buford Dam is via the hwy 20 exit from Ga 400, the OQmming exit. One goes in toward
town, and then a few blocks noxth where the road going east to the dam is clearly marked. Bs one is about to drive aut
onto the dam, a gravel road dives down to the right, and circles back to a park with a boat remp. If you arive when the
water is low, as I did, you'll wonder what the big concrete boat ramp is for, because the many exposed rocks, and the
gravel exposed through the clear water, all say "cances only." That's because the big power switch at Buford dam is "off".
When the dam starts generating, the water level rises 6 feet or more, so that john boats with motors can navigate with ease.
I had checked the generating schedule on AM 1380 (if T remember the frequency correctly), and the Corps of Engineers was
promising no power generation until 6:45 PM. Otherwise, poling back to the ramp would have been impossible, and paddling
back against the current would have been prohibitively difficult.

'mewatetwascrysralclear,soIhadmdj;Eficultypid(jngnyway’thzmghtheshallowsontherighl:sideofthe
island. There were several trout lines to avoid, however; it's amazing how far same of those spinning rigs can throw a
lure. Down toward the end of the island was a longer, steeper shoal which required a lot of class 2 manewvering. If the
river had been "on", this would have washed out to a series of waves.

The Park Service owns same excellent tracts of old- growth forest along this section, but the scenic values fram the
rivararereducaibythehighacposedbamts,dmsdcleanarﬂntmredwimdeadtzesbyﬂewaterguzgesofpoﬂergener
ation. ’Ihebigqest:mzeatmtlﬁssectj.onisthepchoseizemg\ﬂatimdantobehﬁltacmpleofmilesbelwaﬁozddam.
This controversial project would actually increase water level fluctuations around the island, replacing sandy banks with
md flats. Tt would also drastically change the pattem of water £low downstream, making the water higher on the average,
somewhat wammer, more turbid, and, many contend, less suitable for trout and trout fishermen. Although the Corps has made
mlamsquaeﬂmsthatﬂmm—regmumﬂdmvemscmkmﬂmtimalvdues,fheParkServiceismt
impressed, and has intimated that if the re-reg dam is built, the Park holdings around Bowman Island would be treded off
ard abandoned. The claimed benefits of the new dam include more stable levels on lake Ianier, better oonsexvation of the
water supply for Metro Atlanta, an increase in peak poower production capacity through re-generation, better levels for
parge navigation down south in the state, and a modicum of additional flood protection.

‘I paddled on down past the hwy 20 bridge, about two miles below the dam, to see same shoals marked on the map
provided by the Park Service. The shoals essentially did not exist; perhaps there was more to them before a gas line was
excavated across the river bed. Mbestrapidmﬂﬂssectim,wiﬂxam@leofqoaisnthwaves,wasabwtlﬂmﬂe
above the bridge, just next to a large midstream rock. This rock is a popular perch for fishing and sunbathing, and
there have been drovnings when folks trapped by a sudden rise in water level have tried to swim to shore. I lined back up
past this one, and paddled most of the way back to the island just for the exercise. Then I put on my helmet, stood up
and put the pole into action.

I was never more than a junior intemmediate at poling, and on this Saturday I was quite rusty. Bowever it was
not haxd to pick my way back up the small shoals on the east side of Bowman Island, although I failed after several attempts
to ascend one puny little 10 inch drop. The east channel was vather narrow and less populated. Apparently there isn't 4
enough water to float a legal size trout when the dam isn't running. }

mraadﬂngﬂueboatmlpinlateaftennm,Imintnacmpleofguyswithfullyaxtfittei%itaell?iraﬂlas
putting on in search of subtle excitement. There's always water samewhere. — ——Gary DeBacher

... May 24 at 10 AM... Prizes donated by OutPost, Blue Hole, Perception,

Old Town, and Mad River will be awarded to the first two places in five categories. The coursé is 6 miles of small shoals
(class 1-2) and quiet water. The race is sponsored or supported by the UGA Whitewater Club, the UGA outdoor recreation

* department ahd especially by the Athens Jaycees.

For entry information call 1-353-3421 (The Athens Outpost).

o

The heavy thunderstorms midweek raised hopes for a rare high level on
this river which 1is navigable so infrequently. But it was not to be. The
river had dropped to 0.7 on the Route 53 bridge gauge by Saturday and despite
overnight showers in Atlanta dropped to a slightly below mimimum 0.55 by
Sunday. When we met at the 53 bridge put in it was 49 and overcast. The sign
on the bridge notified us that the Amicalola was no longer just a creek but
had been upgraded to a river. At 0.55 it deserved 1its o0ld classification.
Undaunted we attempted it anyway. The low level took most of the thrills out
of the usually exciting nonstop series of class 2, 3 & 4 rapids, but the sheer
beauty of this isolated and peaceful river, together with the sun burning off
the mo;ning clouds and raising the temperature to 68 and a wonderfully
congenial group of paddlers combined to make the day thoroughly enjoyable and
satisfying.

Edge of the World was a technical nightmare at this level. Finding a
route cross river through the barely covered shoals was nearly impossible.
Most of the group had not paddled the Amicalola before so the trip leader
demonstrated the route by doing his imitation of a pinball. The rest of the
group learned from watching this embarasing disaster and had fine runs though
the boulder strewn gauntlet, Especially nice runs by Tom McCormick (K-1), John
Berry (K-1), and Elaine Jensen (K-1) all of whom were first timers. Off the
wall presented no difficulty but at this level Split Rock left little room for
error., A number of rock braces were executed but unfortunately one wasn't
resulting in the days only swim. Bruce Bishop (OCA) had a particularly
impressive run. The remainder of the river including Rooster Tail and There
are No More Rapids Rapid presented little challenge for the group.

After eating 1lunch we embarked on the long flatwater stretch before the
takeout. The beautiful day, spectactular scenery, and interesting
conversations were not enough to break the drudgery so Mike Perry (K-1)
demonstrated the lonliness of the long distance paddler and a race was held
from the confluence of the Etowah between John Pinyerd (C-1) and an unnamed
trip leader (OCA). The C-1 got to the take out first. The unnamed looser was
quoted as saying that he didn't loose, he just ran out of river. John Berry
(K-1), Bruce Bishop (OCA), Elaine Jensen (K-1), Tom McCormick (K-1), John
Pinyerd (C-1), Mike Perry (K-1), and John de Castro (OCA) have new scapes on
the undersides of their boats to forever remind them of Amicalola Creek,
sorry, River at .55. - :

Suwannee-Ichetucknee-Santa Fe...Canoe Camping...Mar 23-26

Several last minute cancelations resulted in a small trip, but
those who went had a ball. We put in at the town of White Springs
Sunday morning and took off Tues. afternoon 38 miles downriver at
Ellaville. It was fairly cold when we started, but the longer we
stayed the warmer it became. The campfire on the sandbar our first
night really helped our spirits. We didn't see as much wildlife as

hoped, but did see otter, wild plgs, one big heron, and plenty of deer
and racoon tracks.

On Wed. we paddled 12 miles on the Ichetucknee and Santa Fe. The
Ichetucknee is beautiful!! 1In a unique way, it is as pretty as
anything we've ever paddled. It is only six miles long, but the four
miles in the state park are absolutely without evidence of man. The
water is clear all the way to the bottom and we saw fish, turtles, and
birds all over the place until we jolned the Santa Fe for the final
run to the takeout.

If you have a chance to make this or a similar trip in North Fla.,
go during the off season and take plenty of mosquito spray. Wwe will
be glad to pass along information we have about the logistics

involved. Way down upon the Suwannee were Joyce Howard, Tom Hipps,
Don and Anita Langford.

FOR._SALEs CHATTOGA PERCEPTION TANDEM CANOE - LIKE NEW - Yellow, With Perception

air bag, solo knee pads, car rack, two paddles ---All for $500.
Also brand new, never used Silver Creek wooden paddle - $50.
Call Phyllis Wolfe Office- 894-2614 Home - 633-4511,



Upper Hooch--2/8/86--A.J. Cote,trip leader. A flotilla of two kayaks, three
singles and a tandem launched under an overcast sky into the flowing waters of
the challenging "Upper Hooch". The highlights of the trip were the geological
discoveries made by the lead boat and trip leader. The concensus is that the
river has a rock strata composed of igneous, metamorphic or sedimentary origin
and that's not a bunch of schist either. It was noted that some of the rocks
had red, yellow, green, blue or other color impediments. A few were covered with
a soft fuzzy greenish-gray material that facilitated sliding over them. The
authenticity of this report is based on information absorbed over 35 years ago.
The trip ended under a beautiful warm afternoon sun. No spills, no dunks, just
a little "hot dogging" by trip leader. Participants: Kayaks--dave lambert,
stephen cote; OC-ls Nancy Barker, Jack Crosby, and yours truely; OC-2 dewey
and david tate. Nancy was our lead boat whenever she wasn't on one of her
geological studies. Water level--1.7

Sunday, March 9-Chattooga II-As we all gathered round under the cool, cloudy sky our cruisemaster dropped by to informus .
The water level was 1.1, wish us well, and let us know there was no way she was going with us. So, all the hardy souls said
our goodbyes and headed for the put in. Karla Fields and her sister, Polly Prader paddled K-1's; Ken & Lydia Pennington
and Carol Mercer & Dick Butterworth paddled tandem canoes; and James White, Barry Hahn, Dave Bowman, Jack and I paddled
solo open canoes. This was Polly's first trip with any whitewater and she received the unanimous vote for "Rookie fo the
Year". Dick Butterworth was the only other veteran of Section II& served as a special advisor to us all. The scenery was
beautiful as always, and the water clarity never ceases to astound. We saw several large schools of trout that seemed to
know we were just passing through. After lunch at Big Shoals, a couple of wet spills, & a few portages the sun finally
decided to show its face. Even the hardest part of the trip, the carry out at Earl's Ford, was easier tharks to lots of
group work and an ingenious invention of Dick's for volling out canoes. Thanks to the group for a safe trip.

Jack and Julia Crosby

5 Falls Hike--3/8/86--Carol Mercer, trip leader. A beautiful warm spring day--
peautiful for a hike. Aside from the embarressment suffered by two of our hikers
who were caught skinny-dipping by a group of kayakers and some of the rest of
us--a great time was had by all. Skinny-dipping at a water tempt. of 45°%, come
on folkst!l The Chattoga was beautiful, pictures were taken, and each paddler
discussed how he/she would run the rapids. Thanks to Jack for being lead, and
to Dick for being sweep. oOur hikers were: Jack Crosby, Elaine Jenson, Greg ? ,
candy Heck, Dave Karan, Dick Butterworth, Susan Adams, Downey Young, Peggy Miller,
catherine Rocker, John Walsh, Jackie orr, 4 furry, fuzzy woofer friends, and
yours truly, trip leader.

Trip Leader: David Tillis

Etowah River March 29

What a beautiful day. The scenery was spectacular driving northward from Atlanta. Upon ar-
riving at the put-in I was greeted by a host of other paddlers. Those included were: Larry
and Marcia Fitzmaurice (0C-2), Tom Maccormic and his daughter, Dorcy (0C-2), Bob and Chris
Lowell (0C-2), Stacy Lange and Doug Brandon (0C-2), myself and Nell Dopson (0C-2), John Kruegel
(0C-1), Carol Mercer (0C-1), Chester Wright (0C-1), Nancy Barker (0C-1), Barry Hahn (0C-1),
Dick Butterworth (0C-1), Jeanne Maccormic (K-1), and Paul Maccormic (x-1).

Such items of scenery that added to the experience were the green foliage of the trees and the
blooming of the flowers. The rock formations along the sides also added to the attractioms.
Lunch took place on the traditional lunchrock just below the falls. Everyone enjoyed them—
selves especially as Nell and I attempted to run the small drop below. Our names were added
to the Etowah swim-team historical society. All in all it was a fine trip. I would like to
thank Nancy Barker who helped by running sweep.

FOR SALE: Phoenix Savage kayak (clear fiberglass, equipped with foot braces, walls,
taped seams)-- $300; Air bags (Voyager Sto-Floats)-- $35; Extrasport vest (large
yellow)--$35; Perception fiberglass kayak paddle (208 cm., spoon blade)--$85;
Perception Spray skirt (medium)--$35.

All of the above used once for beginners
clinic. Make offer on package. Bruce Williams-- 231-5624 (H); 420-8951 (0).

FOR SALE 16' BLUE HOLE CANOE, won in contest, not new, or the editor wouldn't run this

ad. But used only to decorate my basement. $650.00 Call Clyde Woolsey 432-1823 or
434-6500

UNCLE GCA NEEDS YOU at the SOUTHEASTERN WHITEWATER CHAMPIONSHIPS, June 14 & 15, 1986 — We need you to
race for the GCA in the Southeastern Cup and to staff the 18th Annual Southeastern U. S. Canoe and
Kayak Championships, sponsored by the GCA. Timers, scorers, gate judges, staffers for hospitality
booth, rope throwers (safety), and traffic controllers are needed for Saturday and Sunday (l4th and
15th) . We particularly need people who can work on Thursday (l12th)and Friday (13th) setting up the
slalom course at Nantahala Falls and people who can assist with advance publicity and other planning.
If you have not already signed up to help, please contact me, Roger Nott, at 404-535-5725 (Gainesvillg
in day or 536-6923 at home to volunteer.

In addition to the Southeastern Cup for the Dixie Division Club whose members score the highest
(lst - 5 pts., 2nd - 3pts., 3rd - 1 pt.), we will also give special awards for the fastest canoe and
kayak in the wildwater races, the Charlie Patton and Julie Wilson Awards. I listed the Charlie Pat~-
ton winners a few months ago. However, I erred for 1974. The 1974 winner was Mark Hall, not Alan
Button, who won only in 1973. The Julie Wilson Award was not given before her tragic death in 1974.
However, I will list below those who had the fastest kayak run since 1969. 1In each case the times
exceeded the fastest canoe runs, except in 1982, when they were exactly the same, 50:00 minutes by
both Max Wellhouse (K-1) and Angus Morrison, who has the fastest camoe (C-1) run. Perhaps this year
some canoeist can break 50 minutes! Terry White in 1981 has the record for kayaks, 42:04.85!

JULIE WILSON AWARD WINNERS:

1969 Bill Funk 1975 David Jones 1981 Terry White Julie, who grew up paddling
1970 Will Provine 1976 David Jones 1982 Max Wellhouse with the GCA, won the K-1W
1971 Joe Lederle 1977 David Jones 1983 R. Wolfe Slalom Championship class in
1972 Roger Scott 1978 David Jones 1984 R. Wolfe 1973 and also won a wildwa-
1973 David Jones 1979 David Jones 1985 Chase Ambler ter medal in 1972.She drowm-
1974 David Jones 1980 David Jones 1986 ? ed in 1974 on a western trip.

Southeastern Race Applications are now available from Dennis Crain, 831 Virgil St.,Atlanta, GA 30307.

Whether you plan to race and/or staff the race or just spectate, I promise you you will have a fine

time. Don't miss it.

by GCA culinary paramedics John and Tee Brower and other

. 2Add extra floatation at the ANNUAL CHILI COOKOUT hosted

Bring your own bowl and spoon; nosebags are optional. To
be held 6PM Saturday June 14 at the NOC Base Camp across

’ the river and up the hill fram the Nantahala Outdoor Center.
Cost is $3. Pre-register with Andy Warshaw at 478-2104.

’ graduates of the M.A.S.H. University of Open Field Cockery.

Paddle on Washington

As part of the nationwide American
Rivers Month celebration, American
Rivers and the U.S. Whitewater Team
(a part of the American Canoe Associ-
ation) will cosponsor the annual Po-
tomac River Paddle-A-Thon Saturday,
June 14, )

The Paddle-A-Thon is an event, sim-
ilar to a walk-a-thon, in which parti-
cipants raise money by seeking spon-
sors on a per-mile-paddled basis. Funds
raised will support the activities of
American Rivers and the US team,
ARCC’s share of the proceeds this year
will be used to support efforts to pass
the Omnibus Wild and Scenic Rivers
Bill (H.R. 4350), which was recently
introduced in the House of Representa-
tives (see page 3). The bill, which seeks
permanent protection for over 300 miles
of river, rolls together legislation on the
Cache La Poudre in Colorado (77 miles),

Farmington in Connecticut (18 miles),
Henrys Fork in Idaho (42 miles), Saline
Bayou in Louisiana (19 miles), Black
Creek in Mississippi (21 miles), Great

Egg Harbor in the Pine Barrens of-

New Jersey (56 miles) and the North
and South Forks of the Kern in Cali-
fornia (1563 miles).

Join American Riversstaff and mem-
bers and world class whitewater pad-
dlers(including four-time world cham-
pion Jon Lugbill and current world
champion Davey Hearn) for aleisurely
paddle on the “Nation’s River”; then
visit the halls of Congress to-urge your
elected representatives to lend their
support to the Omnibus Rivers Bill.
Call or write ARCC and we will send
you a Paddle-A-Thon brochure and

pledge sheet when they become avail- -

able.

|
¢

- Roger Nott, Race Master 1986.

s
§

Upper Hooch — April 5, 1986 - We had a beautiful spring day for our typical run on the "Hooch." I

failed to note the water level at the gauge, but it was low.

rain?

Some of our group had unplanned swims at Three Ledges and at Horseshoe.
we had was the sighting of an eagle carrying his catch of a sizeable fish.
Allison for running lead and to Dave Bowman for running sweep.

Will we ever have the much needed
One special treat
My thanks to Mike
Participants were: Harman Taylor,

Carla Fields, Mike Allison and Laura Jordan in kayaks; Margie Walters, Dave Bowman, Barry Hahn,
John Krugel, and Mike Gilmore in solo open canoes; Polly Heyward and Karen Maddox, Nancy Barker
and Jason Maddox in Tandem canoes. Nancy Barker-Trip Leader.




safe’ty, 1 séf’'ti; 2 saf’ty, n. [-riEs, 1 -t1z; 2 -tig, pl] The
state or condition of being safe. (1) Freedom from danger
or risk. (2) Freedom from injury.

This column is dedicated. then. to “"reduction of " danger or risk or injury.

WHITEWATER SAFETY

IS NO ACCIDENT
but What Happens If...?

Tip Of The Month

" In canoeing. as in any such sport, “freedom fromi’” may not be a realistic aim _

IT HAPPENS to
everyone sooner or
later. You don’t quite make it
past that [choose one] (a) boul-
der, (b) bridge piling or (c)
strainer. Then, with a crunch
and a sigh, your boat, be it
raft, canoe, or kayak, gets
pinned. You made it out with
no problem, but now you
gotta get it off. What to do?
If you can't pull it off, the
best solution is probably the

The Z-Drag: Extra
Muscle For Boat Rescue

have a real rescue pulley, so
you'll use carabiners. (Every
paddler should be carrying
one of these multipurpose
river tools.) If no pulleys or
carabiners are available you
can use the rope loops on the
haul line directly as pulleys,
but this causes a lot of fric-
tion.

The haul line is atrached to
the boat and run through the
primary pulley at the anchor

The z-drag gives you power to save a broached boat.

illustrations by jan Atlee —

Z-drag, a pulley system that point, then through a second may be done with a series of line to reset it. .
can be arranged to give 2 pulley (the traveling puiley) on | pre-tied loops or with a prus- Finally, before we can slide
mechanical advantage from the haul line and on to shore. | sik loop. The prussik loop is the loop for the traveling pul-
about 2:1 to almost 27:1. And | The traveling pulley is attached | usually made with small- ley up the haul line, we must
it requires only a strong rope to the haul line with a series of | diameter (five to seven mil- first release the tension on it..
and some carabiners to set up. | pre-tied loops (butterfly or fig- | limeter), nylon climbing rope | The brake prussik is rigged to
First you have to find an ure-eight knots) or with a with the ends tied together in | grip in the opposite direction
anchor point. Make sure it'sa | prussik loop. a double fisherman’s knot to of the first prussik loop. When
strong one, since the Z-drag The polypropylene ropes form a loop. The value of the | the pull on the haul line is
develops a lot of force. Choose in river work are very prussik knot is that it will slide | relaxed, as when resetting the
‘the anchor point with the best | elastic, so there will be a lot of | freely on the haul line when traveling pulley, it will grip
direction of pull in mind, stretch before the boat moves. | there is no tension, but will the haul line and maintain ten-
which usually means setting Since the traveling puiley grip under load. sion on the system.
up to pull the boat sideways moves back toward the anchor A rtypical Z-drag system The Z-drag may seem
and slightly upstream. Don’t point as the rescuers haul on uses two prussik loops. One complicated at first, but it’s
pull directly against the cur- the line, it must be reset peri- | secures the traveling pulley to | really simple to set up and can
rent unless. there’s no other odically farther down the haul | the haul line and the other is be employed quickly with
way. line. Tension must be main- used as a brake. By using 2 practice. It has other practical
Tie the primary puiley to the | tained on the boat when reset- | prussik on the haul line we applications, too, like pulling
anchor point with a short ting the pulley. can slide the loop holding the | out your stuck shuttle car on
sling. Most times you won't Mainuining this tension wraveling pulley back down the | the take-out road. — Slim Ray
[DOUBLE, FISHERMAN'S KNOT DOUBLE FIGURE OF EIGHT XNOT/ROPE LOOP |

HAUL LINE

TRAVELING PRUSIA

OUTFITTERS DIVIDE -continued-

Local politics have been theatrical, if
not comical. The Nantahala Gorge Association
(representing most outfitters) tried to create a
river authority that would have excluded any
participation from paddling clubs or individuals
without a detailed written "position
statements" 3 weeks prior to any meetings.
The county, state and federal agencies chose
to exclude the Gorge Association from
membership in the recent formation of the
Nantahala Gorge Coordinating Council
(N.G.C.C.) Not to be outdone, rumor has it
that one outfitter (a long time resident of
Swain County) tried to get himself appointed
as the Macon County Representative to the
N.G.C.C. and have another relative appointed
as the State of North Carolina's Council
member.

Meanwhile, the land needed by the U.S.
Forest Service continues in private ownership.
Severe erosion on the river bank around
Nantahala Falls continues and will likely
worsen. U.S. Forest Service funds currently
available and budgeted for improvements at
the take-out will soon be diverted elsewhere.
Much needed public facilities in congested
areas can not be built or even planned at the
present time.
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CONSERVATION MOVEMENT HAUNTED
BY MISSING LINK

Attending Gorge Council meetings and
Task Force proceedings is difficult and
sometimes tedious work. Time away from jobs
and businesses also makes it a costly interest.
RIVER RUNNER magazine editor Mark Larson,
writing in the march issue, «called for
grassroots support from paddlers sincere in
wanting to protect their local rivers. His
message? If you can't attend meetings, send
money! Amen, brother.

Sitting in a sterile meeting room in a
government office building is a far cry from
sitting in a canoe or kayak on a beautiful
river. It is a tough job, but somebody has to
do it. Why ? Because rivers are a valuable
natural resource just like gold, oil or timber.
These resources are under constant pressure
from legitimate businessmen who want a bigger
slice of the economic pie. There are few
hurdles to slow the greed stampede, damn
few.

Some of the most important guardians are
the public agencies responsible for land
management ( yes, I'm serious!). The Forest
Service, Bureau of Land Management, Park
Service, and the EPA are full of dedicated
professionals who do the best they can with
what they have. These folks are serious
outdoor people who spend a good part of their
lives in the natural world. Almost all of them
hike, fish, or paddle just like we do. Don't let
the mass media images of Ann Buford and
James Watt mislead you. With little public
support (when was the last time you sent a
thank you note to a Forest Ranger?), a lot of
criticism, and dwindling appropriations, they
are the shepards of the flock.

You are the next important link in the
chain protecting our natural heritage. You
know the old cliche about the weakest link in
the chain, so ask yourself the obvious
question. Are you you the weakest link, or
worse yet, "the missing link?"

The last links in the chain are the
conservation organizations representing your
interests in stuffy meeting rooms, state
legislatures and the halls of Congress. 1 hardly
need to mention the national heavy weights
like the Sierra Club, American Rivers
Conservation Council, and the Nature
Conservancy unless you have forgotten to pay
your dues. Local grassroots efforts need
support also. If they seem low powered and
amateurish, maybe they need your help. After
all, whose rivers, forests and mountains are
they fighting for?
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HOW MANY IS TOO MANY?

The 1983 U.S.F.S. Management
Assessment for the Nantahala River
established a carrying capacity of 3360 people
per day. While documented river counts
indicate that this capacity was exceeded twice
in 1985, it may have been exceeded 6-8 times
over the past two years. There is speculation
that existing commercial allocations may be
raised by 15%. Comments? Write: Nantahala
Gorge Coordinating Council ATT: M. BACON,
Swain County Administration Bldg. Bryson
City, NC 28713
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FOR SALE:

Quick and easy carpeted racks - $45.00
Yakiama Kayak Stackers - $25.00
Chuck Gregory 971-0779
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KEY ISSUES -continued-

rafts are counted as private paddlers rather
than as part of commercial river use. On a
busy Saturday in August there are close to

700 unregulated "Tote & Floats" rafters.
Permitted outfitters avoid paying Forest
Service fees for large numbers of customers in
this category who are not counted as part of
their allocated us.

With control of key access points,
commercial river traffic can be realistically
separated from private use. Only then can a
fair, effective system of use be allocated.
points to the importance of the the
Forest Service reaching an agreement with
Nantahala Power & Light to control the
commercial put-in and the completion of the
land swap with the N.O.C. (See story on
Support Facilities Task Force)
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Support Facilities Task Force Hits Snag

The task force responsible for
recommendations regarding public access,
parking, and sanitary facilities has hit a

They apparently must resolve the
controversial U.S.F.S. - Nantahala Outdoor
Center land swap issue before making any
further progress. - Task Force members Keith
Maddox (owner of Nantahala Rafts) and local
resident Troy Truitt, have been a vocal
opponents of the land exchange.

bottleneck.

Maddox declined the opportunity to make
any direct comment to the Nantahala Area
Recreational Council newsletter. He is on
public record as initiating an informal
agreement between Swain County and the U.S.
Forest Service in 1984 that called for a
moratorium on any land exchanges in the
Nantahala Gorge. As a member of the Support
Facilities task force, he has made the land
exchange a central issue.

The limited parking areas downstream
from Nantahala Falls would be inadequate to
support development plans for Wesser Falls, a
proposal  supported by some outfitters.
Maddox has projected that the future
commercial use of Wesser Falls could grow to
120,000 people a year by 1989, if overall
Nantahala River use is allowed to rise to
240,000 yearly. This projection was based on
development of parking and access facilities
below Wesser Falls and other resort facilities
in the Gorge Area. Current use levels are
approximately 130,000 paddlers each year.

Maddox has also made an preliminary
proposal to alter Wesser Falls, using dynamite
and bulldozers, with the intention of making it
a safe rapid. His $200,000 cost estimate for
stream bed alteration, bridge construction
across the river and parking facilities seems
quite low to some observers.

John Burton, Nantahala Outdoor Center

president, has stated his case for the land
swap: "This exchange will put into public
ownership a piece of private land under heavy
public use and allow for the addition of vital
public facilities. U.S.F.S. land of equal value
would be given as fair compensation and this
would provide additional public parking, a
much needed resource."
There is a clear need for additional parking at
present levels of river use regardless of any
Wesser Falls development. To solve this
problem, the Task Force must overcome both
local politics and the natural geography of the
Nantahala Gorge. It may prove easier to move
mountains than to change the minds of some
key individuals.
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Outfitters Divide Over
Land Swap Issue

The proposed land swap between the U.S.
Forest Service and the Nantahala Outdoor
Center has been identified as a key issue in
the recreational management of the Nantahala
Gorge. The land in question would exchange
ownership of an area beginning above the
entrance rapid to Nantahala Falls and leading
downstream to the N.O.C. Restaurant in return
for U.S.F.S. land of equal value downstream of
Wesser Falls. The land offered by the N.O.C.
is in heavy public use and believed to be
essential to effective Forest Service resource
management.

This political hot potato has paralyzed

the Swain County Commissioners for nearly
two years. In the late spring of 1984, a
competing river outfitter asked the County

Commissioners to block the land exchange until
a river management study could be done. The
U.S. Forest Service and the Swain County
Commissioners agreed to delay the exchange
until studies were undertaken providing the
proposed exchange was not unreasonable
delayed for more than one year. Twice the
land swap issue has come up on the County
Commissioners agenda and both times they
have failed to make a recommendation to the
Forest Service.
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Whadd'ya mean this is the wrong trail to the river?!?

SECOND ahNNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Due to your positive response last year, GCA is proud to announce the Second
Annual Membership Drive. Recruiting +for the club is extremely important and
prizes will be awarded on the basis of the number of new (or old) members vou
recruit. First place is a #$25.00 gift certificate to the outfitter of yow choice,
with prizes also to be awarded for second and third. The contest will run through
guly é?Bb with the prizes to be awarded duwring the annual Gala Cancoeing Affair in

ugust.

Special membership application forms with a space to fill
have been included with this month's Eddy Line.
by calling me (793-3678) or Andy Warshaw.
to gualify toward prizes.

When you come in contact with other paddlers who are not GCA members, try to
talk up the advantages of club membership, such as training clinics, rolling
practice in a heated pool, races, social events, and some of the best trip
schedules of any club in the US, etc. Keep a few membership applications on hand,
especially on river trips, and hand them out to prospective members you meet.

We also need vyour help in getting membership applications to the various
outdoor shops and outfitters in and around the state. Check with youwr local
outfitter or outdoor shop to make sure they have membership applications on hand.
I¥f you find they do not, please call and let me know and I°11 see to it that they
receive some. We need this type of help especially outside the metro Atlanta area.

Remember, larger membership means more club  provided services, more varied
club activities, and the ability to spread some of the work and responsibility of
running the club among more people. It also means a healthier financial outlook
for the club, allowing us to do more in the area of conservation and river rights.

John Finyerd, Membership Chairman

in a sponsor’'s name
Additional forms may be obtained
Applications must be received by July 31

Please Note Change of Address and Phone Number: John & Lynn Pinyerd, 1370 Willow Point Terr.,

Marietta, GA 30067; 993-3678 ‘ :
Please welcome the following new members who have joined GCA since February:

.Allison, Michael Atlanta, GA 355-0680 Howard, Walter Marietta, GA 422~-3091
Anderson, Michael Stone Mountain, GA Jeanson, Dave & Pat Dunwoody, GA - 396~5834
Brown, Mark Doraville, GA 448-4636 Jelley, Bob Atlanta, GA 355-2637
Caldwell, Lew Calhoun, GA 629-2649 Katz, Ernest III Atlanta, GA 320-1668
Castillo, Larry Marietta, GA 977-8347 Lesser, Lahny Snellville, GA 491-0892
DuVall, Kirk Atlanta, GA 355-5468 Pfleger, Richard Atlanta, GA 872-3876
Freid, Norman Snellville, GA 979-1206 Tuohy, Paul Snellville, GA 972-1555
Garrity, David Silver Springs, MD 301-587-1169 Watson, Meg Hiawassee, GA 896-2531

Wissner, Jack & Stella Atlanta, GA 231-5407

TURKEY CHUTE: The 1986 Jacks River Expedition
Nice little drop!

Better pull over and bail
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NANTAHALA AREA RECREATIONAL COUNCIL
Box 7, Wesser Creek Rd
Bryson City NC 28713

The N.A.R.C. Newsletter....supporting your
recreational habit.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Nantahala Area Recreational Council
(NARC) is dedicated to the preservation of
recreational opportunities in the great
outdoors as well as the creation of new
opportunities for recreational adventure.

The rich forests, beautiful rivers and
streams, and venerable mountains of the
Nantahala National Forest constitute an
significant recreational resource for millions
of visitors and local residents. Unfortunately,
these resources are under the heavy pressures
of uncontrolled development and increasing
use. A clear need exists for greater public
awareness of issues and more involvement at
a grassroots level.

There are many factors threatening the
quality of outdoor recreational experiences in
the Nantahala National Forest area including
increasing timber production and clearcutting,

hydropower development, acid rain, and a
growing real estate market for vacation
homes. Sadly, competition for shrinking

resources among recreational groups is also on
the rise. The splintering of natural allies into
special interest groups has greatly diluted the
power of those who share a great love for the
outdoor sports environment.

One major goal of NARC will be to
facilitate an alliance of diverse recreational
groups by providing a frame work for the
exchange of information and a forum for the
discussion of topics of interest, and
controversy. By seeking out conflict and
giving air to all perspectives, the potential for
mediation and resolution is enhanced.

Exploring alternative solutions and taking
an active part in conflict resolution is an
important part of this process. The goal here
is to protect the integrity of the natural
environment while providing quality
recreational opportunities and fair access to
all user groups.

The NARC  Newsletter needs the
participation and support of both organized
user groups and individuals. A strong network
of motivated people can have significant
impact on the management of both public and
private lands. The first step is to join NARC
and the second is to participate!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

ST ZIpP

NEWSLETTER 1 YR, $3 ( )
MEMBERSHIP 1 YR. $7 ( )

ORGANIZATIONS $14 ()
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The following series of articles is
from the March, 1986 issue of the

N.A.R.C. Newsletter. Qur group and
individual support is needed. --Ed.
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River Use Task Force

After a slow start the River Use Task
Force reached an important agreement in their
most recent meeting in Asheville on February
21. Members recommended that the U.S,
Forest Service have complete control of river
use in the Nantahala Gorge and asked the
Department of Natural Resources of North
Carolina to investigate the legal means to
delegate control of the waterway to the Forest
Service. This may resolve a significant flaw in
the present management system.

Currently the U.S.F.S. can only control
river use directly involving National Forest
lands. This creates a loophole for unregulated
use. "They have been asked to manage the
river with one hand tied behind their back,"
states task force member Bob Gelder.

The significance of this recommended
outcome could have great impact on future use
of the Nantahala River. Most members of this
task force have said that all river use must be
regulated and controlled. If followed, this

direction leads to limitations on private
paddlers and would require some type of
permit . system. Without a comprehensive
system, continued limitation - of commercial
rafting may become unmanageable and future
river use may increase dramatically.

[T

RIVER USE -continued-

Appointed by the Gorge Council to make
recommendations concerning types of river use
and carrying capacity, this task force has
focused on the priinary recreational activity on
the Nantahala:

whitewater  paddling. Dominated by
commercial outfitting interests in their first
two meetings, the views of private paddlers
were most often represented by the UL.S.
Forest Service, Bryson City Kayaker/Dentist
Mike Hammrick and N.A.R.C. editor Dan
Langston.

After reviewing current management
systems around the country, the task force has
worked on identifying the "limits of acceptable
change" (LAC) for the Nantahala River. This
systematic process tries to identify parameters
of change within specific categories that can
be monitored. For example, river bank erosion
and social contact (number of people floating
past a fixed point/hour) can be measured and
compared against predetermined acceptable
limits. This concept focuses on identifying the
determining factors related to the gquality of
the recreational experience rather than a

. U.S.F.S.

purely quantitative approach. The current
carrying capacity of the Nantahala of 3360 on
peak use days is an example of the latter.

There is speculation that this Task Force
will recommend that the existing commercial
allocation be increased. If you would care to
express your opinion write:

Jeff Fischbach

River Use Task Force
P O Box 370
Asheville NC 28801
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KEY ISSUES TO DETERMINE
U.S. FOREST SERVICE ROLE

The role played by the U.S.F.S. in
managing the Nantahala River may be
determined by three important issues. To
have clear authority to manage the river, The
needs control of the commercial
put-in (upstream from the current Forest
Service put-in), control over the private land
below  Nantahala  Falls (requiring the
completion of a long proposed land swap with
the Nantahala Outdoor Center), and the
support of the Nantahala Gorge Coordinating
Council. The pivotal issue may be the N.O.C.
- U.S.F.S. land swap, now being studied by a
task force appointed by the Gorge Council..

.commercial

Dave Hammond, U.S.F.S. Recreational
Specialist in the Asheville office, has indicated
a wide range of available options. A passive
system of management whereby commercial
permits were given upon request would allow
the Forest Service to meet their minimum
obligation to collect fees for commercial use
of public land. This would result in a flood
of new outfitters and a significant increase in
commercial rafting.

At the other end of the spectrum would
be a system of limited use requiring a permit
for all river use, including private paddlers.
The Forest Service shows every sign of
wanting to make a responsible choice that will
protect the resource and still provide
maximum recreational use.

Few people seem happy with the current
situation. Overcrowding on the river, lack of
sanitary facilities, limited parking areas,
traffic congestion and hazardous conditions,
and continued deterioration of the natural
environment are major concerns.

The lack of authority by any one agency
or group has prevented any comprehensive
management efforts. The limited system
controlling the number of commercial
outfitters is on the brink of collapse. One
outfitter is threatening to seek a federal
injunction to set”aside U.S.F.S. restrigtions: o
the number of guests he may put ‘on the river
as an unfair restraint of trade. Since the
Forest Service is limited in their present
authority and only regulates part of the
rafting activity, it may be
possible to convince a judge to throw the
current system out. Some estimates indicate
the potential result being an increase of
200-300% in commercial rafting in peak
season. The present system has established a
carrying capacity for the river of 3360 on
peak days with approximately 70 % allocated
for commercial use.

The need to control put-in and take-out
areas now under private ownership focuses on
a major loophole in the present management
system: "Tote & Floats." The -current
management system allows "pirate" outfitters
to set up businesses without permits if they
simply tie rafts on top of customers cars,
hence the term "Tote & Float."

This loophole was blown wide open by an
administrative appeal to the U.S.F.S. filed by
the Nantahala Outdoor Center several years
ago. Subsequently the Forest Service can not
regulate river use where paddlers put-in on
private land and take out on private land
unless they are under the services of a
professional guide. Currently "Tote & Float"




