KENOXVILLE
CANOE
BHAVAK
FESTIAL

Want to Know More About the
Knoxville Canoe and Kayak Festival?

Use This Formi

, INC.
T~

Send me (indicate your interest):

1 Newsletter or general information about schedule and location of,

all events,
O Exhibitor information America’s Outdoor Expo, June 20 - 22,
Knoxville. '
Participant or entry forms for:
[J .North American Whitewater Rodeo/Rapid Racing, May 31 -
June 1,

»

D. National Slalom and Wildwater Championships, May 31 - June 3.

O Pan American Championships, June 7, 8.
[0 Instruction Clinics/Corporate Challenge Races, June 14,
[ Southeastern Marathon Championships, June 21.

Send information to:

Phone

Your Name

Address

City ' State Zip

Send completed form to; Inquiries,

Knoxville Cance and Kayak Festivai
530 South Gay Street

Suite 222 -

Knoxville, TN 37902

Volunteer's needed! GCA contact person is Nolan Whitesell @ 261-6351

MouNTAINTOWN

QOurpoor

E_ XPEDITIONS , INC.
4oLk - 635 - 7501 635 - 2524
New + Used Canoes + Kayaks
Equipment Shuttles

Wetsuit Rentals
River Info. for :

Cartecay + Coosawattee
Rivers

Mountaintown Creek
Talking Rock Creek
Solo + Tandem Rentals
Discount to G.C.A. Members
New Store Location One Mile
Before Put-in On
Lower Cartecay Road
Ellijay , Ga. 30540

TAX WRITE OFF! Non-Profit Organization needs Kayak
and equipement for instruction. Donations:‘or loW
price. Have tax numbers. - Please cpntact David

Tillis at Anneewakee Schoolﬁ(55"271162§)7‘~*“frc§_1p«,9‘§@0;

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION'
P.0. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

DB aceal .

Roger & Beth Nott
/ 2335 Stephens Circle

Gainesville, GA 30506

TIME LIMIT

e e e e o

e e e
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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 144) Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. DO
NOT SEND DUES, ADDRESS CHANGES, OR SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS TO THIS ADDRESS. All subscription matters should be addressed to GCA, P.0. Box 7023,
Atlanta GA 30357. Please type articles border to border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs and no vertical spacing between paragraphs.
This format makes it much easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos and conservation clippings are also welcome.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to

in Atlanta, near the intersection of Pledmont and Peachtree.

submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

Bpril 5 Etowah class 1-2, trained beginner Chet Wright
Upper Hooch  2-3, experienced intemmediate AJ Cote 963-0631
wild Card 3-4, advanced Peter Elkon 373-7535
6 Upper Amicalola 1-3, intermediate Gary DeBacher — 634-4651
‘ wild Card intermediate Dale Bergen 469-6289
Ocoee 3-4, very advanced John Pinyerd 993-3678
12 Broad 1-2, tr. beginner Jeff Engel 1-548-5015
middle Chestatee * 1-3, intermediate Polly Heyward — 237-4503
Cartecay 2-3, experienced interm. Jerry Holladay 688-1842
French Broad NC 3-4, advanced Mike Hackett 432-5881

13 Nolichucky TN 3-4, advanced

Upper Hooch  2-3, exp. intemmediate & Elise MacIntyre 252-9513
Tuckaseegee = 2-3, intemmediate Jim Buford 434-7025
Savannah Trained beginner Marc Nagy (803) 279-3365
19 Flint Trained beginner Don Langford 1-324-3007
Upper Hooch 2-3) exper. intermediate Laura Jordon 233-7294

RIVER RESCUE CLINIC
20 RIVER RESCUE CLINIC
Nantahala

26~27 SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA Chau-Ram Park, SC

2, 3 and 4. See flyer in this issue.

2-3, experienced intermediate Roger Sallas

Wayne Gentry 984-9198

1-673-6392

Trips on Chauga, Chattooga

Ron and Sandra Towe 435-0903

29 (Tuesday evening) Metro Hooch practice Laura Jordon 233-7294

May 3 Cance Racing Clinic Fritz Orr 1-253-4474
. Talking Rock Camping Overnight (intemmediate) Rob Kerr 252-0540

Upper Hooch  2-3, exp. intemediate David Tillis 984-0286

Chattooga 3 3-4, advanced Jeff Lankford 498-1742

Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Wayne Gentry 984-9198

ROLLING PRACTICE is held every Monday at the Whitehead Boys Club

and every Wednesday at Lilburn Recreation Center (Jon Forrester, '945-0601).

(W) 331-3488 (H)491-1413

’86 MADRAC
Scheduled for June

Mississippi River Adventures, Inc.
(MiRA), a non-profit organization
founded to promote river recreation and
events with emphasis on the Mississippi
River, is sponsoring the fourth annual 8-
day, 180-mile canoe adventure on the
Mississippi River lowa-Illinois border,
MADRAC (Mississippi Annual Down River
Adventure by Canoe), scheduled for June
28-July 5, offers 25 miles per day of pad-
dling, festivities and overnight tenting in
towns along the route. Participants sup-
ply their own canoe and gear with a total
cost for registration, meals and activities
of $140 for the 8 days. For more informa-
tion on MADRAC IV, write MIRA, 922
North Third, Burlington, IA 52601 or

Phone {319 752-4142). DRAC
6\Pl:uhil'l(llh

1986 Dragon
Boat Festival to be

(ark Levine, 926-8683) Hold in the Republic

of China

Metro Hooch runs will continue on Tuesday evenings through May.

Applicants arc being sought to paddle
in the Dragon Boat Races in the Dragon
Boat Festival in the Republic of China
(Taiwan ) June 4-12, 1986. This will be the
first United States team to participate in
the Festival which will be held on the Tan
Shui River which runs through the cap-
ital city of Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of
China. The paddling team of 33 men and
women will train in Taiwan for two days
and participate in.three days of competi-
tion and ceremonies,

To assure a place on the U,S. Dragon

Team send in a $50.00 deposit as soon as
possible — deadline is  April 15, 1986,
Mail deposit to : MIRA, 922 North 3rd
Street, Burlington, 1A 52601.  ualifica-
tions for this year’s team are that you are
in good physical condition, have inter-
mediate swimming skills, stamina, and
athletic ability and have experience pad-
dling a canoe. Both men and women may
apply for the tearn and will be selected on
a first come first serve basis. The purpose

later than  April 1986 for an econom-

of this competition is to enhance the
camaraderie between the two countries.

The Taipei Municipal Athletic
Association will provide food and lodging,
in addition to a dragon boat for training
and racing. A $500 per person fee is
required to pay for meals, accomoda-
tions, uniforms and competition related
fees. Airline reservations are the repon-
sibility of the individual and it is recom-
mended that reservations be made no

ical fare (current discount fares run
between $850-$1000).
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PADDLER SKILL LEVELS. Words like "intermediate" and "advanced” in the trip schedule are there to describe the level of skill
and experience needed to run a particular section with a good margin in safety and control. We nearly always list easy trips
for trained beginners because everyone needs same solid training to paddle well even on moving flatwater. For similar reasons
I list Chattooga section 4 as "expert" to suggest the very high level of paddling skill and safety and rescue knowledge
needed to be ready for whatever happens. You don't have to achieve the designated skill level to have a good run on any
particular river, but the trip leader needs to be aware of your shortcamings, and you need to keep in mind how important
good teanwork is on a trip where some of the individual participants are having to stretch their abilities to meet the
river's challenges. That's why we have so many training programs at all levels, plus trip leader and river rescue clinics.

I've changed the skill level teminology slightly, replacing "junior" and "senior" intemmediate with "intermediate”
and "experienced intermediate". The latter is reserved for rivers like the upper Hooch and the Nantahala where the
challenges can come thick and fast. There is a wide range of difficulty covered by any of these temms. For example, one can
be "advanced" enough to lead trips on Chattooga 3 without being able to run the very advanced Ocoee without occasionally
having big problems.

Almost everyone will claim to be an above average driver, and lots of paddlers who have run 20 rivers in a season
wil think of themselves as "advanced". Pride goeth before a long swim. I used to be advanced myself, but every season
when I finally get on the water, I start all over again as an intermediate. Be safe. ———TFd. )

REPORT OF NANTAHALA RIVER TASK FORCE MEETING

ON FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1986, BETTY AND I ATTENDED A& MEETING OF THIS GROUP IN
ASHEVILLE, N.C. GCA'S PRIMARY CONCERN WAS REPRESENTATION OF PRIVATE
PADDLERS. PRIUVATE PADDLERS WERE REPRESENTED BY TWO INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE. OTHERS MAKING UP THE GROUP WERE REPRESENTATIVES
OF SWAIN AND MACON COUNTIES, THE US FOREST SERVICE, COMMERCIAL OUTFITTERS
AND THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES. THE NCDNR CALLED

THE MEETING.

DISCUSSED WERE WAYS TO GET SPECIAL LEGISLATION INTRQDUCED IN THE N.C.
GEMERAL ASSEMBLY TD REGBULATE WUSE NOF THE RIVER (WATER). (THERE ARE TWO
OTHER TASK FORCES LOOKING INTO DOTHER PROBLEMS WITHIN THE GORGE.) SUCH
LEGISLATION WOULD GIVE THE US FOREST SERWICE AUTHORITY TO REGULATE USE OF
THE WATER THROWGH A& PERMIT SYSTEM (COMMERCIAL USE PERMITS ARE REQUIRED NOW)
FOR UISITORS AND PRIVATE PADDLERS. ALTHOUGH USER FEES WERE DISCUSSED, NO
DEFINITE DECISION WAS MADE TO RECOMMEND COLLECTING SUCH FEES. W AT PRESENT,
THE USFS HAS NO AUTHORITY TO COLLECT FEES FOR NATIONAL FOREST USAGE AND
SINCE THE RIVER FLOWS THROUGH NATIOMNAL FOREST LANDS, THERE MIGHT EVEN BE A
CONFLICT BETEEN N.C. AND FEDERAL LAW. IT DOES LOOK, HOWEVER, AS THOUGH
SOME SORT OF FEE WILL BE CHARGED FOR LAUNCHING YOUR BOAT ON THE NANTAHALA.

THE TASK FORCE WILL RECOMMEND TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT LEGISLATION BE
DRaWN UP TO FORM AN ADUISORY OR MANAGEMENT COUNCIL WITH WELL-DEFINED
AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES. THE COUNCIL wouULD BE COMPRISED OF A
REPRESENTATIVE FROM SWAIN AND MACON COUNTIES, USFS, NCDNR, NANTAHALA POWER
AND LIGHT, AMERICAN CANCE ASSN., AND THE GORGE ASSN. THE LEGISLATION WILL
INCLUDE GIWING THE COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO COLLECT AND ADMINISTER DISTRIBUTION
OF USER FEES. THE USFS WOULD BE DELEGATED THE RESPONSIBILITY TO COLLECT

AND USE THESE FEES THROUGH A "CLOSED LDOP" SYSTEM AS SPECIFIED BY THE COUNLIL

ANOTHER MEETING WILL BE HELD MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1986, AT THE ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING IN BRYSON CITY AT 10:03 AM.

BILL SMITH

PADDLERS OF THE CARTECAY - Do you remember getting up with the chickens and coming home with the
owls due to the long stretch of flat water after Last Falls? With the cooperation of Gilmer
County Commissioner Ben Whitaker, prospects are now in sight to try and establish a county park
in the area somewhere below Second Falls at Clear Creek. For reasons of safety, time and sore
muscles, we need to express to the commissioner the importance of a park/take-out in this area.
The commissioner, a canoer himself, has already helped the cause by having a county park/public
put-in and take-out established just below the covered bridge at First Falls. If you are inte-
rested in such a project, please write to: Ben Whitaker, C/0 Gilmer County Courthouse, Ellijay,
Georgia 30540. With such a project, it could open a variety of trips for all ages and levels
of paddlers from the advanced upper section to the flat water lower section with an average
trip time of 2-3 hours on all trips.

A special note to the advanced and expert paddler; The Cartecay River will run extremely
high water levels (3-4 ft.) for short periods of time. With Ellijay so close, you may want to
be on a calling list for such times. If so, call Gary Vandiver at veee...004/635-7501.

EULIWINKIE'S CORMNFER: MORE SECRETS From THE STRCKE, newsletter of the Central Chapter
of the Arkansas Canoe Club

The last STRCKE that came out was full of strokes, rem ?

1800 of them in 30 minutes! This time around. welll 140k At some moodt
of these '"secrets" that make Bullwinkle move the boat. Is it his fancy
boat? His paddling vpants? His aftershave? Maybe the angle of his antlers
so as tc create a lower drag co-efficient? We'll work on two different
gigm%cki thag riagily improve both blade/eye coordination for racing

an oat contro or river running., One is our o E i

gate and the other is the May Polg. 1 buddy jthe English

The May Pole is an exercise toteach you how to feather your paddle
in the water so you don't have to remove it from the water should it be
necessary to make last instant corrections on the course to avoid hitting
poles and missing gates. Remember, everytime the paddle comes out of the
water, you lose control of the boat, maybe for just a second, but sometimes
that's all it takes., The sure sign of a novice on a slalom course is the
nasty habit of pulling the paddle out of the water just before they enter
the gate and putting it back in just after the boat clears. Besides your
boat and paddle, all you need for this exercise is a pole dangling over
some waﬁer(preferably still), a bleach bottle weighted and submerged
or a skinny tree sticking up out of the water. The object is to do tén
full revolutions around the obstacle without taking the paddle out of the
water or hitting it either. To make it easy at first, we'll allow you to
do ti on your good side., Take a few strokes to get the boat moving and then
start turning the boat (clockwise for righties, counterclockwise for lefties)
by using a pattern in the water that resembles an equilateral triangle. The
point of the triangle will be slightly;ahead of your hip and out from the
boat a couple of feet. From there, do a duffek/draw stroke towards the bow.
In the same motion pull the paddle back as in a forward stroke, and finally
retgrn to the starting point with a modified reverse sweep initiated from
behind the hip. If you did it right, you should be 1/3 or 1/2 way around
tpe pole by now., Remember, KZEP THAT BLADE IN THE WATER! You are going to
find that the top hand will get just as tired as the bottom hand as they
mist work together in order for the boat to turn the way, you want it to.
Sometimes  the strokes will be cut short and sometimes they;will be lengthened
to.avoid hitting the pole. Tandem paddlers will have to improvise but it's
still possible., After mastering that, try it on your weak side (off side
for cances ). Little tougher, huh? After 10 of those, g0 back to your good
side and do ip backwards. For those that really like punishment, theres
always doing it reverse an your off side! The name of the game is controlling
the boat and recognizing the point at which the boat pivots, skills useful
to racing as well as river running.

The other item is the time proven English Gate. (see diagram) You'll
need 2 poles 4 ft. apart or 2 anchored milk jugs. The point of the exercise
is to get used to being near the poles and not hitting them. Another benefit,
is enhanced depth perception, especially in canoes. This will improve your
ability to turn tho boat in and out of the gates just barely missing thepoles

The hard part of the whole exercise is memorizing the sequence. It helps
to have friends along so you can help each other remember the pattern. Usiﬁg
slalom boats, I've run the kayak through the sequence in 40-42 seconds before
and the canoe takes another minute or so. Before long, you'll be able to do
3 or 4 of them back to back and not even breath hard! Next time I'll talk
about outfitting the canoce for performance.

FOR SALE: Red fiberglass kayak in good condition. MUST SELL!! Includes
. [ addl
and float bags. $175. WAYNE SANDERS w(239-3169). P ©

FOR SALE: Blue Hole 17-A Tandem Canoe. Red. Used twice. With styro-
foam block and scratch pads. $695 For more info - 498-6791 after 7 p.m.

WANTED: MOHAWK'SCAMP IN TOP CONDITION. CALL CHET WRIGHT. H. 292-7828, W. 331-3488. (Leave Message)

FOR SALE: Old Town "OTTER", air bags, thigh straps, ethafoam
H . saddle, 1
GREAT SHAPE - $500., Call.Jim Perkins after 6:00, (;04) 754.9081 . ’ yr old,

WANT 2D POLICY. Want ads are "free" to GCA members selling used equipment only. Call it "almost new" if you want, but don't

describe your sale item as "new" or I won't print the ad. Please type your ad across the full width of the page with zero
margins so I can paste it up without wasting space. If you are selling several items, please put them all in one ad, with
the length not over 5 lines. The editor does not take want ads over the phone, because he often forgets them ;Eihiemb
to ruffled feelings. Send your ad copy to Gary DeBacher, CRM~ 1441 Clifton Rd., Atlanta, GA 30322. ~——Ed.’



HISTORIAN'S REPORT - THE GCA IN 1972

The following is the tentative GCA trip schedule for 1972.
offering has
ratings with current river ratings because this trip

the club's trip

system but the range of

increased since then,

difficulty of

It's interesting to see
lt's difficult to compare the 1972 river

schedule uses a non-quantitative rating

rivers is comparable to the GCA's current schedule.

how much

One big difference between our current schedule and the 1972 one is the absence of the Ocoee.
In 1972 the Ocoee was being diverted through the flume year round.

--Gwen Bergen.

TENTATIVE RIVERS -~ SCHEDULE FOR 1872

02/12 Little

02/26

03/04~05 Kinchafonee

River-very difficult
Chestatee-difficult

07/01-02 Nantahala Races
07/03 Sprint Race on Chattooga
07/15-16 Upper Chattahoochee
07/29-30 Chattooga-easy to

Creek-very easy

03/18-19 Chattooga-easy to very difficult

03/25 Trotter Shoals
03/31 Weekend in

0L/09

Lower

Smokies-wild rivers

Chattahoochee

08/05-06 Upper Chattahoochee

very difficult

08/12-13 Nantahala & Tallulah Rivers

08/19-20 French Broad-easy to very difficult

08/26-27

Chatooga-easy to

0L4/16 Upper Chattahoochee-fairly difficult

O0k/22-23 Cumberland Plateau canoeing
River fairly
04/29-30 Etowah & Chestatee-

fairly easy to difficult

04/23 Toccoa

09/02-03 Hiawassee River Race
09/09 Ocmulgee-fairly easy
09/23 Toccoa River

09/30 Chattooga River °

easy

05/06-07 Chattooga-easy to very difficult
05/14 Upper Chattahoochee-fairly difficult

very difficult

Buford Dam

05/20-21 Training Session 10/07 Chattahoochee-from
05/27-28 Flint River 10/21-22 Nantahala & Little River (TN)
05/27-28 New River-extremely difficult
11/04  Okeefenokee . Swamp
06/10-11 Nantahala River 11/24,25,26 Alexander Springs
06/17-18 Chattooga River
CHESTATEE SATURDAY FEB. 15, 1986 ;

TT WAS A BEAUTIFUL CLEAR DAY UPON ARRIVAL AT THE PUT-IN OFF OF HIGHWAY 60. THE
NIGHT BEFORE SOME SNOW HAD FALLEN IN MARIETTA. NEEDLESS TO SAY THE CHESATEE WAS COLD

BUT HAD A GOOD WATER FLOW.

THE CANOES ROUNDED THE FIRST BEND AND TO OUR SURPRISE THERE WAS A GOOD ACCUMULATION
OF SNOW ON BOTH SIDES OF THE RIVER WITH ICE HANGING FROM ROCK LEDGES ON THE BANKS.

MANY OF THE TALL FUR TREES HAD SNOW.

IT WAS LIKE A VIEW OUT OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC AND WE WERE STILL IN GEORGIA.
MARK, GIGGLES, AND MYSELF HAD FORGOTTEN OUR CAMERAS BUT SOMETIMES THE BEST PICTURES ARE

KEPT IN ONES OWN MEMORIES.

TRAINING & SAFETY,

TSRA
Why Knot

What if you need to set up a Z
drag and due to lapse in planning or
budget happen not to have the requi-
site slings and carabiners for the text
book rig? What if you want to cinch
down your boat tightly with a boat
lashing so that it doesn't blow off of
your roof rack? (Ever hear the story
about the canoe on the VW in the tor-
nado type storm crossing the river
bridge? That's right, they were all try-
ing .. ~ross at the same time. Would
have been less scary if the boat had
just blown off and left the car alone,
Boat made it across all right but the
VW was permanently racked, ran
down the road like a three-legged
dog ever afterwards.)

What if you need a secure pickup
pointin the middle of a cross riverline
to set up a boat rescue? What if you

JACKIE GRAHAM

have to have a ladder and you only
brought a rope? What if you want a
series of secure, slide proof droppers

for your trot line? Surely you like cat-

fish. What if you want to put several ||
good places to pull in the rope at-
tached to the shuttle vehicle (yours)
which has just recently fallen in love
with a 75 yard mud hole? (it's cleaner

than pushing from behind and \
cheaperthananew4 x4.)Whatifyou
learned to tie the very best LOOP
KNOT on the bight (in the middle of
the rope, using neither end)? The
BUTTERFLY knot is easily tied, un-
tied, and is very secure in any direc- \ 4
tion of pull. If you are “really into” N

knots analyze this one. It turns out to N //
be two simple overhand knots inter-

woven. There is a bend that is similar \

-

o )
Loo?
G

R END
OF V00F...

ex

in that it is linked overhand knots,
simple and extremely secure. Name
that knot. Thefirstrightanswerwinsa
matched set of worn-out bungees. L

—Bart Lee

A LARGE BIRD THAT RESEMBLED AN EAGLE FLEW OVERHEAD.
DAVID,

A\ .
| TForo UP
AT % olER.

/

THRY Cedrera
oF “wisT

PorvaeERFLY

e D
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1986 RACE SCHEDULE IN SOUTHEAST: Most of the races listed below include both slalom and wildwater(or

downriver).

Registration information is available from the persons listed.

I hope that as many of

us as possible can get into competitive racing form to win back the Southeastern Cup June 14-15. The

cup for 1985 was awarded to the Atlanta Whitewater Club.
3/1-2 Mulberry Fork Race, Bangor, AL (Late

Roger Nott, Race Master

Registration 8 am, Sat. at slalom sitej;go 7.5 mi. NE

on U.S.Hwy 31 from I-65; turn left(North) and follow rd. to river.)
3/29-30 NOC Spring Race, Nantahala - DIXIEDIV. SL. & WW CHAMPS.- NOC Box 41, Bryson City,NC 28713

4/5-6 Ocoee Spring Race, Benton, TN - Mike Larimer, 519 Lyle Dr., Marietta, GA 30067

6/1

Rapid Racing, Cleveland, TN ~ Knoxville Canoe /Kayak Festival, 530 S.Gay St.,Knoxville 37902

6/2~3 TUSA NATIONAL SLALOM CHAMPIONSHIPS (decked),Ocoee R., Doug Cameron, SPO 1269,Sewanee TN37375

6/14~15 SOUTHEASTERN U.S.CANOE & KAYAK CHAMPIONSHIPS (GCA), Dennis Crain, 831 Virgil St., Atlanta

GA 30307

7/12-13 Chattahoochee Summer Race, Atlanta - Mike Larimer, 519 Lyle Dr.,Marietta GA 30067

The Board has voted to revive the tradition of presenting the Charlie Patton Award and Julie Wilson

Award for the canoe (decked or open) and kayak, respectively, which post
wildwater race in the Southeasterns in their respective classes.

the fastest time in the
Julie's parents were amongst the

earliest GCA members, and she grew up paddling with the club until her tragic drowning in 1973 on a

trip with the late Dr. Walt Blackadar.

is remembered when we paddle the first rapid, Patton's Run, on the Nantahala.

Patton was a pioneer open boat paddler in the Southeast and

Patton Award winners

have been John Sweet in 1969; Payson Kennedy in 1970; Martin Begun in 1971 and 1972; Alan Button in

1973% and 1974%; David Mason in 1975, 1978 and 1985;
and 1981; Angus Morrison in 1976, 1977%, 1982 and 1983; and Bill Baxter in 1984.

Randy Perkins in 1979%;John Butler in 1980%
Those years marked

with an asterisk (%) have not been confirmed by this writer and come from research done by David Ma-

son.
if he would let me make a copy.
run was by Terry White in 1981 (42:04.85).
bladed paddlers, 50:00 in 1982,

time the award had been won in an open canoe!

If anyone in the club has the results for any of those years, I would very much appreciate it
For the years for which I presently have times, the fastest kayak
Angus Morrison appears to hold the record for single

He did the river in 50 min. and 6 sec. the following year, the first
I will try to learn the Julie Wilson Award winners.

They will include Chase Amsler, R. Wolfe, Max Wellhouse, Terry White, David Jones and, in the years

before Julie's death, Will Provine, Joe Lederle and Charles Seaman.

Roger Nott

RACE ORGANIZERS TAKE NOTE!! All clubs and newsletter editors get lots of notices about whitewater and flatwater races, and

we try to help get word out: to our membership when practical.

After all, G(A, like many other clubs, sponsors a slalom

and whitewater race, and we appreciate any help we can get from other clubs in advertising for a good turnout.
. The problem, from a newsletter editor's point of view, is that race ammouncements are spread all over one or more
pages in handbill format. We can't possibly veprint such a diffuse cloud of material, and I sure am not about to spend time

typing out the essentials.

The solution is for race organizers to write a very short, clear paragraph or two describing the essentials and telling
folks where to call or write for more information. This should be typed single-spaced and should not be more than 5 or 6

lines long.
your submission and paste it in a convenient place.

notice for your race if he or she only has to retype a succinct description.

AN INCIDENT OF DROWNING Stephen Steilberg

On June 29, 1985, Mike Pilkenton, Joe Gramig
and myself paddled the New River at minus 21
inches. We were Sleepy's first shuttle group.

I noticed as I led the group that Lower Railroad
was extremely rocky and there seemed to be no
clear chute from the top to the bottom of the
rapid. All three of us were in new kayaks and I
felt like eddy hopping down the middle right of
the rapid. I told Mike and Joe that there was

a rock near the bottom and they would probably
hit it if they went straight down the middle.
They chose the hero route anyway and did fine.
In Sleepy's second shuttle aroup were eight
boaters, mostly from eastern Pennsylvania and a
couple from Delaware. The trip leader advised
his seven followers to follow him down the left
of the Lower Railroad rapid because of the same
rock that I mentioned previously. The first six
paddlers chose this left hand route without in-
sult to boat or paddler. The seventh paddler
didn't follow the first six and paddled into and
over the midstream rock. The last man in the
group, known as "Case", paddled into the same
rock but with a significant side way angle. His
red kayak became broached onto the upstream side
of this rock, which I understand is shaped soue-
what like an open clam shell facing upstream.

Since most newsletters are done by pasting up stuff for photo offset reproduction, the editors can just snip out
Even if a newsletter is typeset, the editor is more likely to run a

Think about it. Be Brief! ——Ed.

The trip leader told me Case held his hand up for
about five minutes indicating he probably had
found an air pocket in which to facilitate
breathing. Approximately 15 more minutes lapsed
before a rescue team was able to dislodge him
from the rock. After twenty minutes of CPR, and
some shock technique to the chest, Case became
momentarily. revived, but once again, lost con-
sciousness, this time for good. Several points
should be mentioned here:

1) Paddlers should follow their trip leaders
when at all possible unless the trip leader sig-
nals to take another route.

2) Do not take the river for granted. Case
was an experienced New River paddler. I person-
ally have paddled it 20 times now, from 96 inches
above zero to 21 inches below, and feel the New
River almost always shows me something I didn't
know before. At below minus 12 inches Dudley's
Dip, Middle Keaney, and Lower Railroad present
greatly increased technical difficulties. They
especially should be paddled with increased
caution. I once saw a yellow Sunburst canoe
trapped under the rock at Lower Railroad for two
weeks last fall! Reportedly, it also ripped a
raft owned by NARR last year. It certainly can
eat kayaks and paddles, too!! )

3) Please be careful on this river. It is
generally innocuous at levels above minus one
foot and can yield great fun.

Viking Canoe Club 7-85




Jacks River, Lower Section, Sat. March 15, 1986 - The Jacks flows out of Gilmer and western Fannin
Counties in North-Central Georgia and joins the Conasauga at the Tennessee line at the put-in for the
Lower Conasauga-at the northern end of the Alaculsy Valley. During virtually all of its navigable
length, about 17 miles, it flows through the Cohutta Wilderness, with an average gradient of about 90
feet per mile. However, one two mile stretch in the Upper Section drops 480', a gradient of 240'/mi.,
almost certainly requiring very frequent scouting and several portages. We therefore believed that
it was impractical to run the entire river in one day and opted for the lower, less challenging run.
Participants: Jeff Lankford, K-1, and James Lucas, C-1, worked together, each with a backpack, to

THE HaIR HIKERS OF SECTION IV - 2/2Z2

Trip Leader: Wayne Gentry

Section IV of the Chattooga river is considered to be a river requiring advanced
paddling sKills. A group of paddlers recently decided they wanted more of a
challenge than paddling this section of the river. They decided they would hike
the river instead. It Jjust so happened that I had a trip scheduled that Satur-—
day to hike some of the casier, more pleasant evacuation routes on thic section
of the river. Evidently, the group saw this as their big chance. We got to the

which they tied the ends of their boats. Arthur Lucas wheeled his OCA in on a twelve pound aluminum,
collapsible cart and also helped pack my ME, whose center thwart was tied on top of a packpack frame.
We carried the boats 2.75 miles down the Beech Bottom Trail and then slid them down a steep incline
droping about 200' to the river at Beech Creek, just above the 40',unrunnable Jacks River Falls. The
cart worked very well for the first 1.3 miles, which were almost entirely downhill. The trail follows
a good dirt road, which was gated when the wilderness area was created in 1975. Since that time, very
few people have paddled the Jacks, because of the difficulty in getting boats to it and the compara-
tive few days each year when there is sufficient water in the river to run it. The area received 2
or 3 inches of rain this week on Thursday and Friday, making the stream pleasantly full despite the
preceding drought. The 7% miles we ran have an average gradient of just under 70'/mile and probably
are runnable more often than the nearby Upper Conasauga, whose average gradient exceeds 90'/mile in
the 6 mile stretch we usually run, from Chicken Coop Gap. I would guess one could run the Lower Jacks
at most times when the Chattooga Gauge at Hwy 76 exceeded 2.3. I know of no gauges in the area; we
could well use one at the Jacks-Conasauga confuence. Packing was definitely easier that carting after
the initial 1.3 miles of the put-in trail, when the majority of the old road climbs uphill. The por-
tage to Beech Creek took us just about 2 hours, was strenuous, but was not at all unreasonable. Por-
taging the Falls took about a half hour and was not much fun. We left the parking lot near Simmons
Gap at 9:55 am and did not leave the falls area, after a short lunch, until 1:10 pm. All our efforts
were repaid immediately several fold! The Jacks is a superbly beautiful and exciting run. The water
quality is excellent. Immediately below the breathtaking Jacks River Falls, follow in rapid succes-
sion numerous large drops,creating class IV rapids for the next .4 miles. These and the Falls
could be eliminated if one chose, after the first 2% miles of the Beech Botton Trail, to slide down
the mountain in a westerly direction. Thereafter no rapid would rate above a difficult class III,
though those long, tight, technical III's are very frequent. The pace settles down to about 45'/mile
during the final 1% miles and exceeds 100'/mi. below the Falls and in the Horseshoe Bend area around
mile 3. Jeff and James handled the intense action flawlessly, and Arthur and I each swam once, run-
ning all the rapidsﬂgkcept the Falls. We had a little difficulty adjusting to the extra weight of
the dis#ssembled cart and backpacks in our boats, as tight, split second maneuvers were everywhere
demanded. My swim on this warm, sunny day characteristically followed immediately after I doffed my
wetsuit top. My cracked outwales will attesi to the folly of trying to take an ME sideways down a
13" chute. James and Jeff too said that their veteran glass vessels had earned a few more merit
patches, Arthur's OCA, a cull from Dave Gale's Chuck Shoals livery, looked like it had floated on its
own down from Jones Mill at the head of the river before we put in. Although we must have appeared
somewhat battered as we pulled out near the Jacks River Bridge at 4:25 p.m., our irrepressible grins
attested to our peak experience, as we planned to return another day to this unique gem. Roger Nott

Arthur (left) and James (rt.) Lucas negotiate some of the Class IV below Jacks River Falls. 3-15-86.

ey

74 bridge at about 9:368 and I handed out maps to the group. I then made the
mi=take of asking the group which trails on the map they would like to hike.
They looked at one another, smiled, and shouted "THE WHOLE DARNM RIVER!!"
son. It was then that I realized that I was surrounded by HAIR HIKERS!!! pAs
a devoted paddler and someone who puts hiking right up there with Jjogging as
fun things to do, I Knew it was going to be a long dar. First, we went to the
parking lot off of the Forest Service road from which three of the trajils were
accessible. The hikers began preparing their gear. Larry Smith put on his
"Moon Walker" hiking boots, Roger Shepherd stuffed his ever present ropes into
his =tuff sack, Dennis Crane and Jean Feters svnchronized theipr cCompasses,

AT, and Steve Cody took off their hiKing boots and put their running shoes,
Rob Kerr and Jan Keadle counted their pitons and biners, and I could have swore
I saw Busan Schaffer put a pair crampons into her stuff sack. So, then off we
went. I lead all the downhill pitches, and Larry, A. JI., Steve, and Roger
tead all the uphill pitches. Brad Michol was insistant on always running sweep,
and in almost six wears with the GC& I have never zeen anrbody run sweep better
than Brad did on this trip. Mot a single person ever got behind Brad. First, we
hiked to Long Creek Falls, a pleasant hike until last 2088 wvards which go don
to the river at about a 45 degree angle. Being the trip leader, I felt it
neccessary to make sure no one got lost, so I marked the trail by zliding done
mountain on my hind end every once in a while. We had no zooner got to the
river when the hair hikers shouted "LET‘S GO TO THE NEXT OME!!!'". Thiz went on
a1l dar. From Long Creek we hiked back to logging road, then down to FRaven
Chute rapid, which gave the group a chance to use their hair hiking equipment,
and then back up to the logging road. Mext I had planned to hike to the beach
below Raven Chute, but the hikers quickly noticed that this trail went pretty
close to Raven Rock. From the top of Raven Rock, 258 feet above the river, we
could see all the way to Stelloa Creek Rapids. Deliverance Rock looked 1iks &
condominium sitting in the river from up there. It was spectacular. From Raven
Rock we hiked to the beach below Raven Chute, which is & long trail, but less
steep than the trail above Raven Chute. Upon arriving back at the cars, we

gat down in front of the cars and had lunch. @11 through lunmch all the Hair
Hikers would talk about is "Are there any more trails to hike?", I reluctantly
pointed out the Possum Creek trail and the Fishtrap branch trail which form a
loop down to Five Falls. In short order we were hiking down the Possum Creek
trail to Five Falls. This is another spectacular trail, passing by two water-
falls of &8 and 48 feet. If wou think running Five Falls is exciting, rou
should try to hike up the bank from Sack’em Dog to the pool above Entrance
Rapid sometime. If vou don‘t beleive me ask Allen Hedden, who had a butt bust-
ing, rock clawing swim in the pool above Entrance. This was the only swim of
the day, but if Jan and Susan hadn’t been along to help us boulder between
Crack and Corkscrew, there probably would have besen more. After reaching the
pool above Entrance, we hiked ocut the Fishtrap Branch trail to the road. We
finally reached the cars and it was almost sunset. I finally convinced the
group that hiking the other trails would’nt be much fun in the dark and o we
headed to Clavton for some food. The Hair Hikers talked of past hair hikes,
while I packed ice into my boots to reduce the swelling in my fest. S0, let
this article be a warning to all GCA trip leaders who volunteer to lead hiking
trips. BEWARE OF THE HAIR HIKERS !'!'!! There names are Larry Smith, Allen
Hedden, Roger Shepherd, Brad Michol, Susan Schaffer, Dennis Crain, Jean Petersz,
Bruce Williams, A.J. Cody, Steve Cody, Jan Keadle and Rob Kerr.

Yakama carrier racks and accessories. 58" Black Aircraft

Rack (for cars without gutters) $58.00.
Set of Kayak stackers - $25.00.

Chuck Gregory 656-7092
(Day) or 971-0779 (Evening).

FOR SALE CAMPWAYS CHATTOOGA RAFT 13 FT, LONG 6 AIR CHAMBERS INCL 2 THWARTS COMMERCIAL DUTY GOOD
CONDITION $400. HAND PUMP $25. BOB STRIGGOW RT, 1 BOX 1927 TIGER GA. 30576, PHONE 404-782-5014

in uni-



