UNCLE GCA NEEDS YOU! Volunteers are needed to help with the
Southeastern Whitewater Championships sponsored by the GCA
on the Nantahala June 15 and 16. Call Roger Nott-- (404)-
536-6923 after 8 PM,

We also need you to race for the club in the
Southeastern Cup. We won it last year, but expect much more
competition this year. Enter the race! Applications are
available from the Registrar Ben Maxwell, 2758 Staunton Dr.,
Marietta, GA 30067 (953-3972). .

Plan to help with the race and enjoy the festivities!
Call Roger Nott regarding group camping reservations at the
Lost Mine Campground.

Slalom races begin at 8:15 AM on Saturday (decked
boats) and 825 AM Sunday (open boats). All wildwater
classes begin 4 PM Saturday. A hot dog contest has
tentatively been scheduled for early Sunday afternoon. Be
there and bring your friends!

Southeastern Race Activities

Communal Camping at Panther Creek....
contact Jerry Holladay @ 688-1842

Communal Chili/Salad Supper..........
contact Tee Brower @ (912) 354-4891
or Mark ILevine @ 926-8683

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 7023
ATLANTA, GA 30357
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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the |5th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. DO
NOT SEND DUES, ADDRESS CHANGES, OR SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS TO THIS ADDRESS. ALl subscription matters should be addressed to GCA, P.0. Box 7023,
‘Atlanta GA 30357. Please type articles border to border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs and no vertical spacing between paragraphs.
This format makes it much easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos and conservation clippings are also welcome.
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

dine ?-  Jump Trip- Call when the rivers are up--- Nolan Whitesell 261-6351
| Chattooga IIT 3-4, advanced Jerry Holladay 688- 1842

| Nantahala 2-3, senior intermediate Ed Kevitt 299-2304

2 Georgia Broad |-2, trained beginner Chester Wright 221-3488
2 CARTECAY CLEANUP 2-3, intermediate Dennis Crain 522-7737
Mon.3 Upper Hooch 2-3, sr. interm. Oreon Mann 522~-3469
7-9 Beginning Kayak Clinic - Wayne Gentry 296-5196
6-9 Kennebec-Penobscot, Maine Advanced Nolan Whitesell 261-6351
8  Wildeard 2-3, sr. intermediate Roger Shepherd 493-7630
8 Ocoee ‘. .s. -~ 3-4, advanced Mark Levine 926-8683

9 ETONAH CLEANUP 1-2, trained beginner Ed Schultz 266-3734
9 Chattooga IIL 3-4, advanced Jim Silavent 587-1172
Wed. 12 Metro Hooch 1- beginner Laura Jordon 233-7294

15-16 GCA SPONSORED SOUTHEASTERN RACES--- NO TRIPS SCHEDULED. GCA members helping run these races
on the Nantahala will take impromptu work breaks to run the river on Thursday through Sunday.

IN THIS ISSUE:

) THE UNKNOWN PADDLER
Laura Jordon 233-7294

Wed. 19 Metro Hooch I-beginner STRIKES BACK!

22 UPPER HOOCH CLEANUP 2-3, intermediate Oreon Mann 522-3469

22 Ocoee 3-4, very advanced Wayne Gentry 296-5196

23 Upper Amicalola 2+, jr. intermediate Laura Jordon 233-7294

The

Wed. 26 Metro Hooch I-beginner Laura Jordon 233-729 2nd Annual

29 TOCCOA CLEANUP 1-2, trained beginner Roger Nott 1-536-6923 Gala

29  Nantahala 2-3, sr. intermediate John David Forrester 945-0601 Canoeing

30 Upper Hooch 2-3, sr. intermediate David Tillis 92-2391 Affair
dly 6  Nantahala 2-3, sr. intermediate Andy Warshaw - 478-2104 scheduled

: ) in August

[Note- I may do a camping overnight on the Little Tennessee the weekend of June 8-9. This is not an official @ = 06—
QCA trip, and I will have to improvise a campsite. The Narrows will be run, so minimum camping gear in solo watch the
boats are advisable. The Little Tennessee is often too shallow for loaded tandems. If you can cope with Eddy Line

uncertainty and a steep haul at the take out, call me at 634-465l. ---Gary DeBacher.] for details

To volunteer to lead trips, call the crulsemaster, Andy Warshaw, (H) 478-2104 (W) 955-8822

JUNE IS AMERICAN RIVERS MONTH, and this year we get five weekends to celebrate! Of course the Southeastern Whitewater Championships is the
place to be June I5th and 16th, whether you are helping with the race, racing, or just enjoying a fine weekend. As in the past, we are
planning river cleanups for the other four Saturdays in June, on four of our most popular class II streams: the Etowah, Middle Chestatee,
Upper Chattahoochee, and Upper Toccoa. Those who care about preserving our rivers are invited to join at least one of these GCA trips this
dme. If you cannot do this, try to join one of the cleanups sponsored by other paddling clubs and outfitters this year, or better still,
call Cruisemaster Andy Warshaw and volunteer to lead a cleanup on your own favorite river. The GCA Board has pledged to provide beer and soft
drinks at the take-out on all GCA cleanups. If ‘you lead one, the Board will reimburse you for the cost of drinks and garbage bags. If you
Jjoin one, all you need to bring is yourself and a boat; decked and open boaters are equally welcome. FEach of the June cleanups meets at 9 AM
Saturday (at the bridges on highways 9, 52, 115, and Deep tble Campground, respectively). You don't even have to be a GCA member to join,
although it's a good idea to call the trip leader the week before to confirm logistics. And, cleanups are fun. It is rumored that Gary
DeBacher ("Ed.") supplies his yearly needs for beer and paddling equipment from cleanup trip booty. See what treasure you'll find!

Roger Nott, for Uncle GCA




BOAT TO VICTIM RESCUE

. Wayne, Gentry, Safety Chairman

Situation: You're sitting at the bottom of Patton's Run on the Nantahala. Your paddling partner flips in the rapid and
exits the boat. A rope has not been set, and so it's up to you to get him out. How do you go about this in the quickest, most
efficient manner?

SETTING UP. The first step in boat to victim rescue is setting up properly. This requires the lead boater to think ahead.
Boaters should always have the question, "What happens if...?" in the back of their minds. This applies to all boaters, not just
trip leaders. For a boat based rescue there are several factors to consider:

I. What obstacles will the swimmer face in the rapid (strainers, holes, rocks)?

2. What is downstream? A big pool? Another rapid?

3. If a swim occurs, where will the current take the swimmer?

4, How long is the rapid?

5. Based on factors 1, 2 and 4, should I set up in an eddy part way down the rapid, or in a pool at the end?

6. Based on factors 1-5, where do I plan to bring the swimmer to the shore?

7. If I fail to get the swimmer to my planned exit point, what is the next possible exit point, and what will it take to
get him there?

There are, of course, many other factors to consider, such as the weather, the size and nature of the rapids, the kind of
boat used for the rescue, and the skill and strength of the would-be rescuer.

If you are running second in line, and the lead boater swims, there can be no set up. You have to perform the rescue on the
fly. Again, you should have been thinking ahead about where you can get the swimmer to an eddy or to some slow, shallow bankside
water where the swimmer can safely stand. When chasing a swimmer, never paddle up directly behind unless you are in a pool.

Even the smallest hole will slow or stop a swimmer temporarily, so that you could inflict much pain and suffering with the nose of
your boat. . ’

GETTING THE SWIMMER OUT. Let's say I've picked out my eddy to set up rescue, and just as I suspected, here comes my buddy
swinming around the bend. What next? First, evaluate the swimmer's condition. Is he injured? Is he swimming free, or
shepherding his boat and paddle? Then, re-evaluate your rescue position. Is the swimmer floating down where you expected, or are
you going to have to make some big readjustments? If the rapid ends in a pool, rescue is no big deal, but if the current is
carrying the swimmer down into more rapids, extrication can be crucial, and you may have to chase the swimmer and leave your plans
behind. The situation will dictate which rescue techniques should be used. Here are some of the commonest:

l. EDDY LINE SWING-- No, this is not a dance, but an excellent technique for swimmer rescue on tight streams. The swimmer must be
passing within half a boat length of the eddy in which the rescuer is waiting. Timing is very important. As the swimmer
approaches, slide the nose of your boat out into the current to meet him, while the rest of the boat remains in the eddy. When
the swimmer takes your grab loop, start stroking back into the eddy as hard as possible. These backstrokes must be done in the
eddy or the technique will not work. You are providing a pivot point to swing the swimmer into the eddy.

2. FORWARD FERRY TECHNIQUE-- This is the commonest approach, and takes full advantage of the rescue boat's ability to fight the
current. The rescuer ferrys over to meet the swimmer, being careful not to spear him, but angling in alongside so the swimmer
passes back to the grab loop. If the swimmer is naive about rescue, don't pass too close where he may grab your side and flip
you. Once the swimmer takes your grab loop, you will no longer be able to entirely counteract the current, so as you angle
toward shore, keep an eye over your shoulder for rocks, holes and strainers.

3. BACK FERRY TECHNIQUE-- This is the best way I've found for kayakers to effect boat rescue of swimmers. The rescuer approaches
from upstream, a little to one side, perhaps toward the bank one plans to approach, and lets the swimmer take the bow grab loop.
The paddler then back ferries to an eddy. This isn't as hard as it might seem, since the swimmer acts almost like a sea anchor
and makes it quite easy to set and keep the angle of the ferry. There are several advantages over the forward ferry technique:
a. The rescuer has eye to eye contact with the swimmer, and can communicate easily.

b. One is facing downstream, so obstacles are readily seen and the course can be adjusted accordingly. One can push or pull the
swimmer around obstacles. Try to keep pushing to a minimum, as this causes the victim's feet to go down.

c. If you miss the swimmer, or have to back off to get around a hole, it is easy to catch up and hook up with him again.

HOWEVER the back ferry technique works less well for C-lIs and solo opens, which just don't back ferry as well as kayaks.

4. CLEAT/TAG LINE RIG-- This requires some modifications to decked boats. A special sailing cleat is attached to the rear deck,
and a line is run from the rear grab loop up through the cleat, from which it can be quickly released. To rescue a decked boat,
free the line, pass it through a grab loop, and then jam it back through the cleat. An unconscious swimmer can be attached by
passing the line through a shoulder strap of the victim's life jacket, and then back into the cleat. Boat or victim can then be
towed to an eddy. If there is serious trouble, simply release the line from the cleat and the rope will pull free. This system
doesn't work as well on busy, cluttered rivers and streams, since there may be no time to fool with the line. Such cleats can
also be attached to the inside of an open boat where they are within reach but do not interfere with paddling.

5. BOAT RECOVERY-- We've already covered the tag line option. Otherwise get the current to help you by nudging the swamped boat
into a ferry angle which will carry it out of the main current and toward a landing. This is easier, and the work will go
faster, if two decked boaters can team up against the bow and the stern. MNever work on the downstream side of a swamped boat.
The situation is a little more complicated when you go to help a swimmer who is already at the head of his boat, trying to get
it to shore. You'll have to judge whether .it is more helpful to offer your grab loop or painter to his free arm; or to play
tugboat, butting the side of the swamped craft. Some paddlers get better at rescuing their own boats than they are at anything
else, and a swimmer is sometimes safer with his boat than swinming free. But be ready insist that he ditch the boat and accept
your help while there is still time to get him safely to shore.

CHATTOOGA SECTION 2% - Sun., March 17, 1985 - We shifted the‘Upper Tallulah trip to the Chattooga due

to low water, 2.2 on the Tallulah gauge; 2.5 or 2.6 would probably be a reasonable OC minimum, al-
though Otey & Sellinger say 1.5(!). The downstream Hwy. 76 Chattooga gauge read 1.57 (bridge pier -
1.35), at which level 3 or 4 rapids were rather scrapey but the run generally passable. We had a
warm, cloudless day, which was rather gusty at times. One wetsuited paddler had to cool off several
times, but all the others had clean runs, most of the group being on the Chattooga for the first time.
All the firsttimers took out at Earl's Ford. James, Andy and I paddled another 3 miles to Sandy Ford,
a trip which included my favorite stretch of Section III and pleasing capped a fine day. The take—out
on the S. C. side of Sandy ford is considerably steeper than at Earl's Ford. However, a diligent map
reader can still drive to the water's edge on the Ga. side on a fairly good dirt rd. off of the Dicks
Creek Rd. (We trudged up the S. C. side.) Paddlers: Gerard and Barbara Aberson, Edward & Kathy Hel-
ler, and Chet Wright and Cindy Williams paddled tandem opens; James Lucas mortified his lower fleshy
extremities in (and frequently out of) his low volume C-1;Andy Lyons, Jerry Peterman, Tom Shawe and I
in 0C-1's. Thanks crew for a fine day! - Roger Nott

Stan Landers powers down the Tellico

Ben Fouts going for the first slot at Dicks
Creek Ledge on Chattooga Section III

FOR SALE: WENONAH C1W (16') SOLO TOURING CANOE, whitewater nylon-fiberglass
layup with center rib stiffening, gold gelcoat, sliding Kevlar center seat,
adjustable foot brace. Excellent condition. $390 firm. Wayne Guerke, 498-1613.

For sale: Grumman aluminum canoe, 17 ft., blade keel, good condition. $450,00,

Les Davenport 912-925-1876 (Savannah). Can deliver to Atlanta area.
For salet Indian ABS canoe, 16 ft., with heavy aluminum thwarts, styrofoam block,
ethafoam saddle, glued-in knee pads, skid plates. Paddle solo or tandem. Boat
has seen heavy duty and is no longer pretty, but it is sound. Excellent for

learner., $350.00. Les Davenport 912-925-1876 (Savannah). Can geliver to
Atlanta area,

FOR SALE: Perception "MIRAGE - Special Edition". Limited production (orange) kayak in
very good condition. Mini-cell walls, air bags, spray skirt. Stored indoors or under
cover. $425.00. Also FOR SALE: Silver Creek right-hand control kayak paddle. 204 cm.
Excellent "Tike new" condition. $100.00. Package deal: $500.00. Call Jeanne at
522-7737 (home) or 329-7416 (work).

For Sale: KAYAK-JETI, used four times. New Voyager Float bags. $425.00
952-4926 Hugh Stubbs. Call after June S5th.

FOR SALE: Blue Hole "OCA". Very good condition. Set up for solo, blocked with full set of
air bags, saddle with thigh straps, skid pads. $600.00. Dennis Crain 522-7737.

Ebr SalesCANOE, 16" Mohawk, ABS Royalex, ethafoam saddle, ensolite
knee pads. $425.00 952-4926 Hugh Stubbs. Call after June 5th,

FOR SALE: OLD TOWN TRIPPEx 17' ABS CANOE. $575. GOOD TANDEM
On CAMPING BOAT. BOB STRLGGOW TIGER,GA. 404-782-5014.




On Sunday, March 31, Jessie Wittemere introduced the Ocoee River and twelve kayakers to
a new whitewater experience, "squirting". We were attending a clinic sponsored by Go With The
Flow and by Perception.

Jessie taught by paddling the river with us, stopping along the way to "hammer" squirts
and to do bow pivots and other unnatural acts. As we tried and rolled, Jessie gave us
pointers and told us the story of squirting.

Jessie learned to squirt three years ago on the Cheat River in West Virginia. Kayaking
every day, summer and winter, out of boredom he began experimenting with radical moves. One
day, after months of trial and error, he happened to catch an upstream edge leaving an eddy,
his sterns sank, and Eureka, his bow squirted out of the water. This led Jessie to redesign
the kayak and redefine the sport.

On Sunday, Jessie paddled a Perception Sabre and a kayak of his own design, the "Aramis
Charger". His boat was long and shaped like a javelin, with perfectly flat decks, very little
rocker, and so little volume that in flat water fifty percent of the deck is under water. The
Perception Sabre is also a low volume boat, with a flat rear deck, but with more volume in the
bow to prevent the bow from sinking while running down river. In the right hands the Sabre
will perform all the moves that Jessie's squirt boat will, and being plastic, the Sabre is
much more durable. The design differences make the Sabre more forgiving then Jessie's boats,
although the Sabre was still challenging enough to cause several of us to swim for the first

time this year.
A squirt boat can perform a number of moves that were unknown before its design. Some

of these are: ‘

"Squirt" - sinking the stern by catching the upstream seam of the kayak as the boat
enters the current from an eddy. - To counter the force of the current tilting the boat
upstream, a reverse sweep with a paddle feathered down is made to pry the boat downstream.

The sweep is begun with the paddle extended out and the torso twisted back and carried through
with a twist of the body. If you are doing the move right, after the first day you will feel
like a bus ran over your stomach.

"Bow Pivot" - sinking the bow and spinning the kayak with the stern straight up in the
air. This is initiated by pearling while surfing down a wave, and then taking a cross bow
stroke on the upstream side and catching the upstream edge to further sink the bow. The trick
is to do all this while leaning downstream to avoid rolling.

"Splatting" - climbing the upstream face of a rock in a kayak. This move is initiated
with a squirt. i

"Blasting" - pointing the bow upstream and surfing the face of waves.
avoid by sinking the stern with a series of reverse sweeps. ,

Jessie Wittemore himself reminds me of Clark Kent. Off the river he wears glasses and
is quiet and mild-mannered. On the river he wears a Darth Vadar helmet, is faster than a
speeding bullet and can leap tall buildings in his kayak. What I like most about Jessie is
his enthusiasm for the sport—-you can hear him yelling "Neato Mosquito", over the rapids, his
bow in the air, running class three rapids. ‘

With all the wisdom that comes from three times in a Sabre, I pass the following along
to those interested. You are a candidate for a Sabre if the following applies:

1. You're bored with the rivers you are paddling. As Jessie says, "In a squirt boat
there are class five moves on a class two river.

2. You have a bomb-proof roll or you want to develop one. The clinic should have
been advertised as rolling practice. I rolled more times Sunday than I did all last summer.
4. You can't stand watching somebody else do something exciting and not try it
yourself.

This summer there will be two kinds of kayakers, conventional and squirt. On the
positive side, it will spread out the boats on the heavily trafficked rivers; squirt boats
will be playing in different spots than conventional boats. On the other hand, it will cost
some of us the price of a new boat, but that won't hurt Go With the Flow or Perception.

--Jere Wood

Pearling is

For sale: PERCEPTION SABRE KAYAK ("squirt boat") nearly new, bright red.
$500 ~all Laura Jordon 233-7294

Chattooga 2.......April 28, 1985.........water level 1l.2(ouch)
-..-‘-—---—---------------—---A“—-‘“—E-,-.—.‘-'—vu—-l—l e SRt S e S S A DR S S ——
Oour favorite wild & scenic river has been plagued by low water this
year. Canoers were Alan & Peter Grumbine, Rob White & Mark Jones,Bill
Boone, Keith Day, and Jack Crosby. Kayakers were Thayer & John Grumbine.
This was John's first time on moving water, and what is notable is that
he is 9 years old, and ran the whole river in a Jeti kayak.Alan

Grumbine was impromptu trip leader, as yours truly, Laura Jordon, had
the alternator go out on my car as I pulled into Clayton.

6. BOAT OVER BOAT RESCUE-- Given a patch of mild water, a tandem crew can gather up swimmer and boat, empty the boat over their
own, and hold it up while the swimmer crawls back in. Some solo open paddlers can handle this also, if the swimmer can help by
stabilizing the opposite gunwale of the rescuing boat. There is a technique by which one ocean kayaker can rescue another, but
it has little utility for whitewater.

7. UNCONSCIOUS VICTIM RESCUE-- Again the cleat/tag line technigque has been described. A raft crew or an experienced tandem crew
can drag the victim into the craft; but be careful in case there are head or neck injuries. In some cases the only option is to
wet exit, hold the victim's head out of the water, and catch a rope or get help from another rescue hoat.

These are some of the techniques used in boat based rescue. There are many more I am sure. Don't wait for a pressure situation
to try them out. Sometimes we just smile and watch when a swimmer and his boat float down into an easy self-resue area like the
pool below Patton's Run, but this is just the time to peel out of your eddy and get some rescue practice. Improve your skills below
Second Ledge or Double Trouble, learn how to back up rope crews below Lesser Wesser or Bull Sluice, and later on you'll be ready for
those important saves just above The Cracks or Sock-Fm Dog. Remember that when doing any kind of river rescue, your safety as
rescuer comes first-- unless the swimmer is me!

[This article was slightly embellished in the course of retyping. I hope Wayne approves of the changes. -Ed.]

Saturday, May 4. OCMULGEE- JULIETTE TO DAMES FERRY, Wherefore art thou Juliette? And East Juliette, for that matter (population 163, elevation
376, gov't inactive)? Ellie and I carried the Tripper under the south wing of a defunct mill works to reach the west bank of this large
piedmont river. Thursday's drought- breaking rains had brought it up to a normal spring level, and we were here to float a section popular
with area fishermen, but seldom paddled by Atlantans. The next section down, hwy 18 to Arkwright, has enough rocks and rapids to make the GCA
schedule every few years; I led the last run in autumn of '83, and was curious to see if the Juliette section would have as much to offer.
The only written sources, Otey and Sehlingers' Southern Georgia Canoeing and old notes of river explorer Steve Johnson, cited shoals at half
mile intervals, which implied 16 shoals in our 8 mile run.

Well, maybe, if a shoal is anything capable of grounding a stern- wheeler, but I didn't need to doff my shoes or even switch hands on
the paddle to count all the rapids on my appendages. More in low water, perhaps, but for us this was the archtypal middle Piedmont float
trip.

The scenery, if not particularly varied, is generally unspoiled, with old growth forest brken just occasionally by summer homes,
fishing camps, and Georgia Power water intakés. The banks are high and there is a distinct lack of good lunch spots for the first seven
miles. We ended up eating in the boat. There were occasional islands, some large enough for camping. At mile 7 was a mile at least 1/3 mile
long, and although there were summer homes on the river's west bank, one might camp discretely on the island for a Juliette to Arkwright
overnight. Just below, rock outcrops on the left and some real waves with eddies and holes announce the entrance of Falling Creek, a decent
sized tributary. I could see some ledges upstream, and wondered if the creek could be run after a heavy rain. Sitting nearby, next to the
only holes worth surfing on this section, was a Bibb County kayaker. He'd paddled ‘up from the hwy 18 bridge to getf ‘some sun and some squirts.

A final note on camping: the land right around Falling Creek, part of the USFS Htchite Experimental Forest, is probably the safest bet
for camping. As you clear the big island, watch for a rock outcrop on the east bank, which makes an excellent canoe landing. There is level,
fairly clear ground in the woods just behind. Keep it Clean. A short walk east through the woods will bring you to those ledges on Falling
Creek.

So we reached the hwy 18 boat ramp after about 3 hours on the river, I unlocked the 10-speed, and commenced the 10 mile shuttle. Those
uphills sure look steeper from a bicycle. I finished one long uphill walking, and realized the front brake pads had been dragging. (I knew
something was the matter, even if I amm 42 and out of shape!) Fortunately my gear change cable waited to break until I reached Juliette.

---Gary DeBacher

Saturday, May 11. Pumkinvine Creek, an exploration trip in which the editor and sometime exploration chairman again pulls a few rapids out of
a hat.

Pumkinvine Creek!?! That muddy, logjammed mess we used to cross on hwy 4] before I75 was finished to Cartersville? Yes, and if you
check 27 miles or so upstream, 2 miles NW of Dallas on hwy 61, it's muddy and full of logs there too. All that silt and all those logs are
headed for the Etowah, just opposite the Indian Mounds.

If your curiosity doesn't stop at all river crossings, the maps will show that Pumpkinvine Creek has already accumulated a 70 square
mile watershed near Dallas, as much as the Etowah near Dahlonega. In the first 8 miles down from Dallas, it has an average gradients up to 13
ft./mile, again similar to the Etowah.

So there had to be some rocks and rapids, but I was glad I hadn't asked you along as I pushed the boat through the poison ivy and into
the water. The map promised that this swampy mess of multiple channels, strainers and deadfalls would last at least 2 miles. Local rains had
left Pumpkinvine quite pushy, whether it ran in one channel or three, and I often found all channels blocked. So it was up and down the
banks, over and under the logs, often holding my breath as I teetered from log to log over current strong enough to wrap the boat.

This went on for what seemed like quite a while. In such terrain, it wasn't possible to follow my location on the topographical map
(safely wrapped in a Ziploc bag). The only obvious landmark was the entry of Lawrence Creek from the east, about a mile below the highway.
This substantial tributary- also swampy- drains northeast Dallas. I should've brought my compass, to keep track of progress by the stream's
changes in direction.

I expected the rapids to appear around 2 1/2 miles into the run, where the topo showed rugged hills drawing close on both sides. Sure
enough, I started seeing occasional rock outcrops, some old pines and a few patches of laurel. The stream now kept to one channel, and I
could sense gradient, but there were no rapids. The banks were no longer anchored by vegetation, but were scoured bare with some sort of
layered rock strata showing through. A poke with the old Norse showed it was not rock, but layered silt cut through by the stream. The
height of the banks, &4 to 8 feet, made Pumpkinvine a perfect travesty of a Georgia piedmont stream, a sort of lazy red clay waterslide.

This went on for about a mile, and there were still a few logs to dodge. Realizipg that a stream can fritter away a lot of gradient
cutting chutes through clay, I was beginning to have irrational doubts that I'd see any rocks or rapids. I was a damn fool to be doing this




“when I could be running Chattooga III in good water with John Oakley and compény.

Then I heard a noise around the bend which I first took for farm machinery, a steady roar that said man-made. I came around to see the
river dropping 15 feet straight over a broken- out slot in a big concrete mill dam. Downstream through the slot, far below, I could see the
rocks, and the rapids.

Suddenly the first 3 miles of the stream, the swamp, the downcut clay and layered silt, the lack of rocks and rapids, made perfect
sense. When the dam had been whole, it created a lake 10 or 12 feet above the present stream, big emough to back up through the hwy 61
bridge. The lake had gradually filled with silt, until the head of the lake became a swampy floodplain. Then some combination of economics
and accident had blown the slot in the dam, and Pumpkinvine started cutting back down through the silt. May Glen Canyon Dam suffer a similar
fate.

' The dam wasn't a complete surprise--- the topo showed a jeep road in to a gradient line here, and nearby on hwy 61 is a sign for a High
Shoals Baptist Church. But I was taken aback by the dam's size, about 30 ft. high at the lip. The river was dropping about 15 ft. through a
clean 10 foot slot, and the drop looked runnable (you first; i'll hold the rope). I had the wrong boat, so I portaged the right side.

That big drop left little gradient for rapids, but the next 4 1/2 miles had some of the best scenery I've seen in the piedmont, high,
rugged granite outcrops, laurel and old-growth forest. The occasional rapids were small, excepting a 2 ft. slanting ledge. Raper Creek, 6
1/2 miles down, had some attractive shoals. The best rapids were a series of class IIs just above my selected take out, 7.5 miles down from
hwy 61, a 1/3 mile jeep road on river left, climbing 160 feet to Mt. Moriah Road. There I locked the boat to the tree, hiding the Norse
underneath, and set out to walk the é mile shuttle.

There might be a few more small rapids down to mile 10, where one could befriend a homeowner to access a bridge on a gated private
road. At 10.4 miles there is jeep access to Williams Road along a power line. Below there, Pumpkinvine has little gradient, about 5 feet per
mile, and deadfalls become more frequent. There are occasional farms and clearings. Good scenery will still occur where Pumpkinvine turns
hard against adjoining ridges. leaving forested banks overhanging the river. There is access at a ford on Church Road at 4.5 miles, and at
Dabbs Bridge at 19.3 miles. Judging by the topo, even the most enthusiastic should paddle no farther than the second crossing of hwy 4l,
where Pumpkinvine emerges through the last ridge. The remaining miles to the Etowsh are strictly for masochists.

A utopian scheme: If that dam were cut down the rest of the way, in another 10 years the upper 3 miles would gradually flush clear,
uncovering more rapids and the original High Shoals.

If two of you come forward with jeeps, we'll 4WD in to the dam, paddle the best miles again, and jeep out at the power line. Then
we'll jeep into Little Pumpkinvine Creek, probably too small to run, but with gradients up to 40 feet per mile. Then there's Racoon Creek
Jjust west of hwy 6l... ---—-Gary DeBacher

THE UNKNOWN PADDLER STRIKES BACK.

"It is my principle that I ought to repeat what is said; but I am not bound always to believe it." Herodotus, The Histories.

And therefore I reprint the following, the only anonymous note received in my 6 years as editor. It refers first to my editorial
musings in the last issue about the large yearly turnover in membership; and second to Miss Piggy's obituary in the same issue.

This is also, so far as I know, the most globally negative letter received by any GCA officer for the past decade. We have from time
to time been taken to task over specific incidents and issues. I have often recounted these controversies in the newsletter. And no member
wishing to share a comment or criticism with the membership has ever been denied the pages of the newsletter as a forum.

President Mark Levine's experience is similar to mine-- the letters and comments we receive from members near and far are almost always
positive. Since we know we are falling short in many areas, these compliments are sometimes a little embarassing, and so I make no effort to
publish them in the newsletter. We would very much like to hear more negative feedback, more from members about what they want and aren't
getting.

This writer appears to want better leadership, improved safety, and respite from my calculatingly foolish sense of humor. Since no
specifics are provided, I will not, for the present, offer any in rebuttal. If the writer's words strike a resonant chord in you, take pen or
phone in hand, and relate your own disappointments. Be anonymous if you like; I am not interested in who you are, but in what you have seen
and experienced.

If this letter should mystify rather than galvanize the membership, and if the author has nothing further to offer to support his
position, I shall in the next issue offer my own analysis of its content and significance. --Ed.

Dear Editor:

Regarding the above, perhaps the Editor should do some more thinking. Consider
how filled the newsletter is with "in" jokes about "in" people, most of which’

go completely above the heads of the membership. Consider leddership which
fails completely to respond to needs of the membership, preferring instead to
indulge themselves in a mutual ego-stroking exercise. And consider the incredibly
lax standards of safety and leadership in an organization which purports to
support both. I wish indeed that you could call some of the non-renewing members.
If they could be pursuaded to level with you, I think you and your friends who
make up this tiny, erslusive clique might hear some things which would surprdése
you. In the meantime, I and one or two of my friends plan to join next year's
200 who will not renew, Why don't you penple wake up and listen to your members?

Regarding the below, are you on such an ego trip that you think anyone actually
cares that you've thrown away a worn out boat???

& Ty

RACING CLINIC FOLLOW-UP

- R

The first annual GCA racing clinic was one of those success stories that most people
would not normally hear about. Therefore, I have decided that these memories will be related
to those of you who were not fortunate enough to have partaken of such instructional endeavors.
In other words, you missed a fun time.

We started Saturday morning at the Chattahoochee Outdoor Center on the Metro Hooche.

Being the first ones there at those early hours meant readily available front rew parking and
not risking your life avoiding cars when your head was under a conoe in carrying down to the
river. After the formalities of instructor introduction, we were off. Well, not like at the
dog races, but we were on the river. By the way our instructors were of national caliber.
Fritz Orr, who places in the Nationals every year, coached us open boaters. Mike Larimer,
who has been ranked nationally in decked boats, taught the C-1 boaters, who are real men.

We spent most of Saturday spinning around in circles. Pardon me - we were spinning around
gates avoiding poles, setting angles, and accelerating. We worked on off-side upstream gates,
on-side upstream gates, off-set gates, and S-turns. The C-lers.- learned moves such as slam
dunk (on-side and off-side), double spins and stern pivot turmns, those that Jon Lugbill made
famous. (Womder what it's like to have your picture on a Wheaties box!)

On Sunday time was spent refining strokes, reviewing moves, and running sequences of gates.
As a finale a course was set and timed runs were made. Of course by two o'clock Sunday
afternoon who had any energy left?

Participants in this racing extravaganza, not necessarily in order of national ranking,
included Jon Forrestor (C-1), Bettina George (C-1 and 0C-2), Don George (C-1 and 0C-2),

Jerry Holladay (0C-1), Mark Levine (C-1 and 0C-1), Oreon Mann (0C-1), Brad Nichol (0C-1),
Roger Nott (0C-1), and Jerome Quinn (OC-1). These promising racers have high expectations
for the 1985 Southeastern National Championships in June.

Chatooga-Section IV April 21, 1985

This was by far the prettiest day of the year yet and with a surprising water
level of 1.45 on the 76 gauge, our party set off with tremendous anticipation
and high expectations. Jack Oakley thrilled us all with an extended surf at
surfing rapid. Jack, only 14 years old and already an expert paddler, was
showing off his brand new Mohawk Scamp. We were hootin' and hollerin' through
screaming left turn and rock jumble and though we portaged the wave at Woodall,
had great runs through the shoals. We headed for 7 foot falls full of confidence
but yours truly did not make the drop and got to cool off a bit in the foam.

We stopped for lunch at Long Creek Falls and got ready to run five falls still
feeling good. We all ran Entrance, Corkscrew, and Crack cleanly but once again
yours truly swam at Jawbone. I decided discretion to be the better part of
valor at that point and portaged Sock em Dog, but John Oakley and Richard Cathey
both went for a cool one in the brine and Jack ran it ragged but managed to stay
upright. We made the lake in record time and took out feeling great but once
again well aware of just what this dangerous section of Whitewater can do.
Participants were Richard Cathey- OCA, John Oakley- ME, Jack Oakley Scamp, and
yours truly- Whitesell.

Andy Warshaw

Whitewater Camp Revisited, April 11-14, 1985

This year we had a good-sized contingent of GCA boaters at TSRA's annual Whitewater Camp.
Although the water levels were quite low, we enjoyed beautiful warm weather, making two trips on
the Obed, running the Big South Fork Gorge, and coming back to the Ocoee on Sunday. The Big South
Fork is an especially fine river, and many of our crew saw it for the first time this year.

At this point it's time for me to publicly apologize to our friends at TSRA, especially
Messrs. Mitchum and Griswold, who were quite offended by the irreverent tone of my writeup of WWC
in last May's Eddyline. I had no idea my remarks would make such a negative impression, and in
particular I'd like to emphasize that I think TSRA is a fine organization. GCA would do well to
enulate many of their activities, particularly in the area of river conservation and preservation.
I am, however, unable to recant my remarks about the Big South Fork trip last year, because what
happened, happened. .

As a final note, I should add that WWC seemed better organized this year than it's been
before. Several years ago GCA encountered a combination of weather, late water and logistic
problems that resulted in a disastrous Southeastern Race; since that time, we have labored very
hard tomake sure the races go smoothly. Perhaps the attention last year on WWC produced a similar
effect.

Participants from Georgia this year were John and Tee Brower, Don and Bettina George, Mark and
Susan Levine, Fred and Sheila’ Thomas, Les Davenport, Jim Farr, Roger Shepard, Barney Spurr,
sweet Fran and mean ol' David Ashley.




