PARKING STICKERS REQUIRED AT ACCESS SITES

If you park your car at a river access you will
need a CONSERVATION STICKER, Vhere do you get the
stickers? At any sporting goods store. The
stickers are $5.00 (additionl stickers are 50
apiece), The Dept. of Game administers the program.

What is the history behind the stickers? In 1960
the Dept. of game went on a land buying spree. And
they wound up with about 60% of land next to bridges.
So in 1965 the legislature became upset and passed
a law requiring the Game Dept. to pay taxes on all
their land so in 1965 they had to pay $11410 in
taxes, In 1984 they paid $333,462. Also the Dept
of Game recieves no money from the state general
fund, They must be self sufficient. and they receive
all their support from Fishing licenses, hunting
licenses, permitts and the sale of Conservation
Stickers.

Some years back the Game Dept., found that 80% of
the people using their land were not fishermen or
hu nters and had not permitts. So they started the
Conservation sticker program to get the general
public to help support their land program. But
education of the general public and boaters was a
problem so they started a program if fines (or
threat of a fine) if you parked without a sticker.
For enforcement they offered the local community a
choice. The local authority would enforce the
program in return for either taxes on the land or
they could keep 50% of the fine. Twelve of the 39
counties elected to keep the taxes and the rest,
elected to collect fines and keep 50%. Unfortunately
some of the local authorities got carried away in

leveling fines. Fines were only meant as a threat
to educate people that they needed a sticker. The
Game Dept. has been upset over this, so if you have
any problem involving excessive fines, contact

the Game Dept. (Mr. Robert Burns Bothel Phone
775-1311)

The Department of Game is one of the few state
departments that is paying it's own way with no
help from general fund tales, Also they are the
lead agency that monitors river water quality.
They also are involved with minimum water flow

in rivers and streams and timed water release.
They also are aguiring land access next to bridges
for public use.

Why buy a sticker and what do you get for your
money? Firstly you won't be fined! Secondly you
are supporting the Game Dept. in its program

for river access. And in the future, if they
have enough budget, you may get a guide book
showing all access sites, Stickers are available
now at all sporting goods stores for 1985.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is from the
Washington Kayak Club Newsletter. Think
carefully about the implications. Not all
permit systems are bad, especially when
they are designed to increase rather than
decrease river access. If GA had a system
"like this, DNR might be able to buy that
parking lot at hwy 115 on the Upper

Hooch, as well as the one at Duncan Brldge\
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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the I5th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. DO
NOT SEND DUES, ADDRESS CHANGES, OR SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS TO THIS ADDRESS. All subscription matters should be addressed to GCA, P.0. Box 7023,
Atlanta GA 30357. Please type articles border to border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs and no vertical spacing between paragraphs.
This format makes it much easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos and conservation clippings are also welcome.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or wvote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

April 6  Chestatee 2-3, intermediate John Oakley 939-906 |
7  Etowsh 1.2, trained beginner Laura Jordon 233-7294 N
7 Tellico 3-4, advanced Mark Levine 926-8683 . ‘ﬁ”‘ ~
8  FRolling Practice Boys Club Jean Peters 522-7737 )
g ‘M}!M}M t‘, Ry
}1- 14 TSRA Whitewater Camp Mark Levine 926-8683 S at e
13 Yahoola Creek 2+, intermediate Ben Fouts 1-532-3523
13 Nantahala 2-3, sr. intermediate Ed Kevitt 299-2304
14 Cartecay 2-3, sr. intermediate Jerry Holladay 688- 1842
13- 14 Big South Fork Gorge, Cumberland River TN. Big, 4+, advanced. Gilbert Hind 498-743 |
15 Rolling practice Boys Club Wayne Gentry 296-5196
20  Chattooga II1 3-4, advanced Marc Rucker 876-7970 .
20 Etowah 1-2, trained beginner Havis Johnson 449- 1596 T ST BE A PRWATE BEACH, *
20-21 Safety-River Rescue Clinic Wayne Gentry 296-5196
2|  Chattooga IV . 45, eynert Ady Warshaw 471-8831
21 Cooper Creek or Toccoa class 2, jr. intermediate Grant Luckhardt 373-2293
22  Rolling Practice Coordinator needed--- Call Andy Warshaw to volunteer 471-8831
27  Upper Hooch 2-3, sr. intermediate Dennis Crain 522-7737
27  Chauga Gorge 4.5, expert Roger Nott 1-536-6923
28 OCQEE 3-4, very advanced Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683
28  Chattooga 11 1-2, trained beginner Laura Jordon 2337294
29  Rolling practice Peter Elkon 373-7535
May &4  Toccoa 1-2, trained beginner Allen Hedden 252-6167
4.5 Talking Rock (camping?) 2+, intermediate Doug Bridges 476-5126
4.5 Racing Clinic Don & Bettina George 1-787-9548

To volunteer to lead trips, call the cruisanast.er, Andy Warshaw, (H) 471-8831 (W) 955-8822

I HAVEN'T BEEN PADDLING, so it's given me extra time to worry about river rights and river access. Probably if I would attend GCA Bored
meetings, I would be filled with inside information which would make me quit worrying, or I would worry in a more informed way. Be that as it
may, can I just ask y'all why we are letting the USFS establish permit systems on the Chattooga and Nantahala? Yeah, I know about the guy who
showed up at the Fall '85 general membership meeting, and on being presented with a few reasonable objections, said he'd never seen it quite
that way, and of course they would not apply the Chattooga permit system to clubs like the GCA. Have you seen that in writing??

We all know how to sneak around this problem. We just stop listing club trips on these rivers. Instead we list a "Chattooga camping
weekend" or a "Bryson City Mardi Gras". Once in either area, we just pretend we are a bunch of independent paddlers who showed up for an
impromptu run. The bureaucrats in USFS will be only too willing to have us take the chicken route. This gets organized clubs at least
halfway out of the picture, allowing the USFS to set a precedent for restricting river use without getting half the political heat they
deserve,

Lets get clear on one point. There is absolutely no evidence of mushrooming over-use on either the Chattooga or the Nantahala.
Recreation on these rivers has leveled off over the past several years, especially in terms of club groups and independent paddlers. On
weekdays and on most summer weekends, nearly all paddlers are satisfied with the level of river use, and see no reason for a permit system
covering all use-days. I paddled Chattooga IV on an August weekend, with a good water level, and was shocked at how few paddlers were on the
river or in the parking lots., I was at the Nantahala for the Southeasterns, the open boat nationals, and on one other weekend, and found .
conditions quite reasonable on the road, on the banks and on the river. Certain holiday weekends can fill parking lots at both rivers to
near- crisis proportions, but this is no reason to start a permit system affecting every single day of river use.

If the USFS feels that holiday/weekend use is unmanageable at certain times, they can contact the private paddling clubs and ask that
we adopt a voluntary weekday-use-only policy. Restricting club trips tb one per month would also be reasonable, as would a voluntary




agreement on the number of boats and cars per group. If maintenance costs are a problem, I would rather pay a head tax at the entrance to the
parking lots than deal with advance reservations.

I first heard about the proposed permit system for the Chattooga via a phone call from David Brown-- the David Brown, famous for his
efforts to save paddling on the Ocoee and the Gauley. Dave explained that the permit system was an unnecessary and unnatural extension of
permit policies developed for western rivers like the Salmon and the Rogue, where the necessity of river camping puts a much greater strain on
the system. He was reluctant to accuse the USFS of cooking up more permit systems as a ploy to justify more employees, but he didn't see any
legitimate reason for it either, and he was asking the same question I pose now: what are we going to do about it?

The USFS is plenty vulnerable on this issue. Qur legislators are in no mood to see public recreation bogged down in make-work paper
work, and the present anti- regulatory administration is much more likely to come down on our side than on theirs. The USFS hasn't offered
one reason why we should cooperate, so why are we just floating along with our hands on the gunwales and our paddles in the air? ---Ed.

SWEETWATER CREEK, Sunday, February 24, Gauge Reading 1.95-I had about decided I would probably
never lead a club trip again. I had signed up for Sweetwater in October, November, and December.
No water. I signed up for the Etowah in Januaryeminus eight degrees. But finally a trip came off-
not much water, but enough to get down. Our 15 boat party consisted of at least 10 first timers
on Sweetwater. Our party consisted of Dan and Elise MacIntyre, 0C-2; Michael Perry, Greg Grant,
Laurd Jordon, Ev Hopkins and David Tillis, K-1; Betsy Smith and Roger Sheppard, C-1; Oreon Mann,
Allen Hedden, Larry Smith, Andy Warshaw, John Oakley, Jack Oakley, and myself, 0C-1. Believe it
or not even with this big a crew the trip went well and we were not all jammed up running into
each other. A reading of 1.8 is supposedly the lowest level to paddle this run. I have run it
lower, but it was not pleasant. For me, the high twos would be optimum. At 1.95 the approach

to the first drop was super, super scrapy. From then to the falls it was a pleasant Class II run.
At three places, trees have come down over the winter causing one strainer and two obstacle. The
strainer will probably wash out, but chain saws are needed for the other two. Visually the falls
was very impressive, but at this water flow it was much friendlier. All 15 boats ran and made the
falls. None of the opens took in much water. The holes were not as big or as nasty as normal.
Difficulty level was probably Class III rather than the normal IV. A number of our party success-—
fully surfed the last ledge at the end of the falls. Several of us surfed the last big hole in
the falls. Larry and I were really trying to hot-dog it until we were eaten and made less than
graceful exits from our boats. Betsy was doing beautifully, but she was finally flipped. Never-
theless, she has a roll in her repertoire and made an impressive recovery. Beautiful day. Good
Run.-Jerry Holladay

Yellow River, Sunday, February 10, 1985 - An enthusiastic group of paddlers met on this sunny; mild
winter day to challange this Dekalb County whitewater stream. Yes folks, whitewater in Dekalb County,
If you don't believe me, ask one of the following participants: Allen Hedden, David Dunagan, John
Pinyerd, Jeff Engel, Ed Schultz, Jack Oakley, John Oakley, Doug Wells, Les Davenport, Andy Warshaw,
Don George, or Bettina George. The Yellow River originates near Stone Mountain and flows south,
draining portions of the Piedmont counties of Rockdale and Newton before entering the backwaters of
Jackson Lake. The river banks are well defined and lined with a varitey of trees and vegitation.
The Yellow provides the paddler with a wilderness atmosphere although the area is heavily populated
with many homes along the way. Our run on this day began at Killian Hill Road bridge which is one
bridge upstream of Hwy. 78 and the Yellow. This short stretch to Hwy. 78 has a moderate current,
and is all flat. The most interesting part of this section is a game preserve along the left bank
just above Hwy. 78. We noted a couple of Red Tail Hawks, several Foxes and a variety of other ani-
mals. Looks like an interesting place to visit! This section provided us with a good warm up, but
considering the overall length of the run and limited parking at the Killian Hill Road bridge, you
may wish to put in at Hwy. 78. The next stretch from Hwy. 78 to just below the Anniston Road bridge
is the whitewater run and contains three noteable rapids rating from class II to III+. The first
rapid begins with a three foot ledge near the right bank followed by a long technical stretch div-
ided by an island. Left of the island provides the most volume and best run. This area is privately
owned and yougﬁggdle thru quietly scouting from the river. We had obtained prior permission to run
this section. The second rapid is our lunch stop and the most challanging rapid on the run. It is
just above Anniston Road bridge and should be scouted from the large surrounding rock outcroppings.
The rivers volume backs up and plunges thru a restricted 4% foot broken ledge. This rapid takes a
good line, plenty of speed and a good brace. Here we had several good runs, a couple of portages, a
couple of swims and one swamped boat. John Oakley had one of the best runs, and amused us as his
expression turned from delight to panic as he realized that he had run the rapid without his life
jacket. I'm sure that John won't forget to buckle up next time and I hope that you won't forget
either. The third rapid is under and below Anniston Road bridge and is a technical "S" turn with

a real good surfing wave at the bottom. Here, Andy Warshaw demonstrated an extra long side surf in
his new "Whitesell". Andy is still grinning! From here, the river begins to moderate with a series
of small shoals and waves turning into a rather long flatwater stretch to the take out at GA. Hwy.
124 (Centerville Hwy.). My special thanks to Doug Wells for helping me with the organization of this
trip and for running sweep. The Yellow River is a very worthwhile run and I'm sure to run a club
trip there next year if not before. I hope that you will plan on joining me. — Mark Levine

FOR SALE: MAD

1984 Olympic Wrap-Up
Calm After the Storm by David Halpern

1984 began with too much turbulence for flatwater but left us with the best
U.S. Olympic Canoe/Kayak performance in several decades. The first winter storm
was over Olympic staff selection. Though the outcome was acceptable to most in-
volved, the dispute distracted the athletes from their training and deepened the
nistrust between active canoesport ethusiasts in several regions. Of course,local
conditions paled when compared to the international disturbance of a CCCP re-
minder that not everyone came to Moscow in 1980. The Russians, still recovering
from their disappointments, sent regrets that they would not be able to attend
our fun and Games.

To compliment these political storms Mother Nature stirred most of this year's
international flatwater race sites into perfect windsurfing playfields. Midway
down one such wind-battered race course that tested our patience more than our
conditioning, Rod McLain offered some abt navigational advice to his C-2 stern-
man: "Go left, Dude!"™

By the time Peter Tolar sounded the first "R" of his Olympic "Ready", Rod had
been moved into the stern to allow him more direct navigational control, the
Russians were happily forgotten, and the water was calm. The only turbulence came
from the roar of 10.000 spectators as American flatwater athletes provided in-
spirational performance in all but a few unfortunate races.

Rod licLain steered the 1000 m C-2 to the best U.S. canoce finish in the Games.
Rod and partner Rob Plankenhorn finished 5th in a close race against France and
West Germany. In the C-1 Bruce Merritt treated the fans to a well contested 7th
place in the 1000 m final.

Despite a disappointing performance from a K-4 crew that was much stronger
than their Olympic debut suggests, the men's kayak team drew the Olympic spot-
light for Canoe/Kayak. We all know Buck Barton made Olympic history and drew
national attention (though no commercial contracts) by taking a bronze medal in
the 1000 m single. A less published result, but no less remarkable an achievement,
was ‘earned by our 1000 m K-2 duo of Terry Kent and Terry White. With 200 m to go
they were in seventh place, convincingly. Then they exploded, pulling steadily on

their neighbors, Italy and Australia, who were battling for third. The finish was
too close to call from the spectators' area and the crowd waited in silence until
the results were announced. The fans responded with sighs that evidenced simul-
taneous euphoria and disappointment. Terry White and Terry Xent placed fourth
just 2/10 of a second out of third place and a Olympic Bronze medal. ’

The result satisfied a healthy rivalry between U.S. men and women kayakers.
Kent had joked during the season that his goal this year was to do better than
the U.S. women. Mission accomplished. Though the best women's rerformance also
netted a 4th place finish, they were 1.09 seconds back of third.

Overall, the U.S. team moved from a discouraging 18th place in the 1981 Worlds
to a proud 5th place at this year's Olympics. Credit and congratulations go to
Coach Paul Podgorski and the staff of Bob Hahn, Clyde Britt, Dr. Mark Walsh and
others who worked diligently for the last few years preparing the team. We had a
good year. If the National Paddling Committee can provide the coaching and con-

tinuity necessary to our development programs we will have an even better year
in South Korea, 1988.

Canoeist Jon Lugbill has been chosen one of six final winners in
Wheaties "Search for Champions II" Contest. Each will be pictured on
Wheaties boxes during the next year. Lugbill, of Bethesda, Maryland,
was sponsored by the American Canoe Association (ACA) who led the

campaign that will bring canoesport before the eyes of millions.

RIVER ME, good shape, saddle included, but not air bags. Color-
red. $600.00. Jerry Holladay, w. 299-0077; h. 688-1842
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Look like a river stud!!

For sale: 1 yellow Noah Japé C-1 complete with all outfitting and numerous patches.

This boat has been very well used and shows it, but is still structurally sound.
$200.

Look like a careful paddler!

For sale: 1 red Noah Japé C-1 complete with all outfitting and only 1 small
patch. I didn't paddle this one much. $450. Will dicker. Peter Elkon

404 373 7535

For Sale: Used Norse kayak paddle. 84" length, left hand control, spoon blade. Good condition.
$40.00. Nancy Barker - 874-8897

For Sale: Noah Moldau C-2 with flotation bags and spray skirts. Bow left, stern
right. Good condition. No patches. $450.00 firm. Charles Harrison, 491-1267.

Perception Quest kayak, 3 years old, paddled S5 times. Excellent
condition. Spray skirt and float bags. %395 complete, $295 boat
only. 451-115%.

FOR SALE: 0l1d Towne Otter-ABS Whitewater Call Joe Nichols, Covington 787-1088

solo canoe, new condition, in water or 786-2634
twice, sell or trade for kayak.

PUT YOUR LIFE JACKET

ON_LIKE YOU WOULD PBLE TO TELL AT ONCE
A REGULAR VEST IF YOU HAVE IT ON

UPSIDE. DOWN

éii_%g

msawrl

TOWN CREEK Sunday, February 17, 1985 ‘ -

If you haven't already heard about this trip, chances are you will the next time you run into one
of the folks listed below. Town Creek is without question an exciting, challenging and beautiful
run, and I can't wait to go back. Located near Gadsden, Alabama, Town Creek is a remote river
similar to Little River Canyon in scenery, geography and water color. The take-out of Town Creek
is comparable to the put-in of Little River Canyon, the only difference being the fact that you
walk uphill at Town Creek. The rapids are tight, technical and continuous, and the river is
solid Class III drop and pool (heavy on the drop, short on the pool). The river provided many
opportunities to use "sight-reading" skills, since several of the drops were blind. There is

one portage and the rest of the scouting is done by eddy-hopping. There were some good surfing
waves and I feel certain that we passed up many good play spots, but I for one am always a

little more tentative about playing on a new river when I don't know what's in store for me
around the next bend. Everyone had good runs, a few heads got wet, and it was a gorgeous day.
The water level was two feet, and I didn't find it low, although Ted had run it at 2.5 the
previous weekend and preferred that level. It is a difficult creek to catch at the right level,

but it's definitely worth the time it takes to check it out. If you're interested in finding

out more about Town Creek, call one of these people--you won't have any trouble talking them
into going back: Ted and Helen Sparks, Don and Bettina George, Carol Moore, Richard Weber,
Andy Warshaw, Roger Shepard, Mark Levine, Brad Nichol and Rodney (last name unknown) .

Carol Moore

Falls and natural bridge above put in Ice and Snow......Brrrrr!

CARTECAY RIVER——Suﬁday, March 3, 1985. Gauge reading just under 2,1; water temp.
h9°; air temp. 35° at sun up but climbing close to 70°: the weatherman was very
cooperative! We -assembled at the put-in, and after running shuttle were in the
water by 10:30. We disturbed a muskrat at its brunch, and waw several pileated
woodpeckers winging overhead and making their distinctive call. There was also
ample evidence of a hungry beaver population along the Cartecay. An unusual num-
ber of treefalls was encountered, including one completely blocking the river a
bit upstream from Clear Creek: it was sagging in the middle and we were just able
to slide over ity it's a hemlock with lots of branches, and could pose a hazard,

All went well until the Stegall Mill rapid, where the trip leader gave an
unintended demonstratien of hew NOT te run this rapid; all in the party took note
an all had good runs, We lunched at Clear Creek rapid, following which all had
good runs except for one decked beater who had a specdéacular upside-down back-
wards run (without injury, oether than ego). After that, the "death march" to the
take-out was uneventful and tempered censiderably by the pleasant weather, There
continues to be more and mere development along the Cartecay, most of which is
tasteful, but some of which is teo close to the river., There is a mobile home
crowning a hilitop réver left which has felled a 50 foet wide swath ef trees
from hill toep to river's edge and just left them laying there, some in the water,
The good news is that the oether 99.44% of the river is still spectacular.

Our stalwart crew consisted of: in C-1: Jay Kessler; in Kayaks: father and
son Hank and John Miles, and Jason Hurdj; in Tandem canoe: Dan & Elise MacIntyre;
in Sole canoes: David Bledsoe; Larry Odeski, and yours truly,

: . Dick Hurd




For Rent: Spacious three bedroom (’sleeps nine comfortably ) two bath
Iwo miles south of Bryson City
Call Barney or Sherry Spurr

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE 23 February 1985

mountain house. Fully equipped kitchen.
Sixteen miles from the NOC $150/week April-Oct.

bly warm temperatures (60's) and a friendly water level (2.1)
ed our Targe a f ( for information at 404-461-8760

greeted our large and enthusiastic company of paddlers. Pafking conditions
continue to be a real problem on this river. Both the put-in and take-out

bridges have no parking signs surrounding them for quite.some distance. Car . .
poo]?ng is a musg,and 1imiting the size of paddling parties may become neces- ) FREESTYLE PADDLING. The weekend of April 27-28 is your

sary as the season progresses. Due to the large turn-out, two §eparate groups ) opportugity to discover fr?estyle paddling! Top paddlers
were formed to relieve congestion at the tighter spots on the river. Special p and equipment craftsmen will gather at Ft. Yargo State Park
thanks to Hugh Stubbs and Fred Thomas for accompanying the decked contingent. . for a weekeqd'og demonstratlons,'cllnlcs,.and canoe.and
Everyone seemed in good form for this early in the season and are to be com- Eroduct.exhlbltions (n?t to mention moonlight paddling and
mended on their retention of their paddling skills over the 1ong, cold winter. deadfflsh polo"). 1It's a great ?hance for hands-on
Participants were: Hugh Stubbs, Dave Lambeth, Hank Miles, Lee Miles, John Miles experience, whether you are a beginner or a paddler from
and Jeanne Peters in kayaks; Gary Polizzotto in inflatable kayak., In C-1, Fred way back.‘ Activities will 1?clude freesty}e paddl%ng
Thomas and friend; in 0C-2, Jim and Jackie Keesee; in 0C-1 were Tom Shaw, Nancy demonstrations, concert paddling, nature trips, basic free-

Barker, Oreon Mann, Mike Collier, Bruce Williams, Ed Kevitt, and myself style stroke instruction, slalom courses, equipment mainten-
’ ’ Dennis Crain ance, and how-tos on gearing up for trips.

Plus, you can find just the right canoe and gear for your

Etowah River, Saturday, March 2, 1985 - The "official" trip leader for this day was scared off by individual needs. Manufacturers participating include Lotus,

the dismal weather reports, so I canceled the trip. Fortunately, Ed Schultz is made of hardier Mad River, Blackhawlf, Curti:? Canoes, Mir.'age Conspiracy,
stuff. He volunteered to lead those who wanted to go anyhow. The group found the weather wmuch SEA—l/Bla(‘:kburn D<?31gns, ?tlllwater Designs, plus many more.
better than predicted. Overcast skies gave way to sunshine as the temperature rose to 68°. Jack -Soz bring a friend, bring a canoe, ar.ld spend a weekend
Crosby soon mastered his brand new 0ld Town Otter, while Julia Crosby paddled Heidi (their poodle)  enjoying the great outdoors with the fr:!.ends of freestyle.
down river in her open canoe. Other solo canoeists were Walt and Selena Lynch, Jerry Peterson and ?0 reglster for weekend or day reservations or for more

Ed Schultz. Chet Wright and Sandy ? paddled a tandem open canoe. My sincere thanks to Ed for information, please contact Dana Hardy, 404/377-0384.
leading the group for me. - Nancy Barker

CONSERVATION CURRENTS

CHATTOOGA PERMITS
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ENERGY ISSUES
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The North Georgia mountains are again under assault
by Oglethorpe Power Company.

This summer Oglethorpe narrowed their search for a
pumped storage hydroelectric plant site (see box) in the
Dalton area to one of five alternatives: Frosty Mountain on
Cochrane Creek east of Amicolola Falls; a site five miles

Canoe Cruisers Association
PO. Box 572
Arlir)gton, VA 22216

According to the newsletter of the
Coastal Canoeists, the fine South Virginia
paddling club, the Forest Service, as always

Inefficient

alert for opportunities to provide us with
‘higher quality experience' and to reduce
contact between groups using the Chattooga,
is introducing a permit system this year.
Short-term permits for canoeing, kayaking and

rafting are to be issued to non-commercial and
commercial groups, such permits to be issued
when the Service determines they will not
conflict with other uses.

Application forms can be obtained from:
Forest Service, Star Route, Walhalla, SC
29691. Allow a minimum of two weeks for
processing. The forms include certain
'conditions of issuance.! Perhaps the most
bothersome, the Coastals point out, is that
insurance is required, naming the Forest
Service as co-insured (a copy of the insurance
to accompany the application). On top of this,
paddlers must still comply with the self-
registration permits located at access points.

Failure to have the required permits
could bring a fine of up to $500 and/or six
months in jail. Questions may be directed to
the District Ranger, Joseph P. Wallace, at the
above address.

This burdensome system is justified on
the grounds of vastly increased use. Figures
provided by the Coastals indicate that 100
private boaters ran the Chattooga in 1966.
The number jumped to 22,274 in 1974, two
years after the movie "Deliverance" (though.
this figure may be inflated slightly since there
were only 13,425 in 1975, the first year of an
accurate count). In 1933, the last year for

which we have figures, 15,430 private boaters
ran the river, not much of a change from 1975,
and a drop from 1982.

This seems a clear case of bureaucratic
overkill. The attempt to prevent "sight"
contact, which has led to this system with its
insurance requirements, probably will
effectively bar club trips from the river.
Since such clubs have been a valuable source
of paddling instruction and supervision on the
rivers, Dave Brown predicts this program may
actually retard river safety by encouraging use
by novices in unsupervised settings.

FEES

On top of the above, the Forest Service
is now proposing to add to the
reservation/permit system (the Chattooga is
not the only river affected) fees for the use of
our "wild and scenic" rivers. It is arguing that
the Service needs to recover the costs it
incurs in administering its use restrictions.
The exact amount of the fees has not been
fixed, but the Service suggests they will be in
the $2 - $8 range.

The Forest Service apparently intends to
introduce this system by fiat without hearings
on either its economic or environmental
impact. Comments may be directed to R. Max
Peterson, Chief (2350), Forest Service, USDA,
P.O. Box 2417, Washington, DC 20013.

west of Trenton on Cole Creek (Nickajack Lake area); a site
on Mountain Town Creek; another on Noontootla Creek;
and one at Grassy Mountain and Mill Creek in the Chatta-
hoochee National Forest. The latest word is that Ogle-
thorpe has filed preliminary permit applications with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for the
three “finalists,” Nickajack, Cochrane Creek and Grassy
Mountain.

According to Trout Unlimited, Oglethorpe’s plans for
Grassy Mountain include construction of a 100-acre lake
in the beaver pond area above Lake Conasauga with a tun-
nel boring down toward the northwest and coming out at
Mill Creek around Rocky Flats. The blueprint shows an
underground powerhouse with a reregulation dam on Mill
Creek. The two reservoirs will have no public access as
water levels could fluctuate as much as 50 feet within an
eight-hour period. The plan necessitates building a hard
surface road to the top of Grassy Mountain; the road
would border five or six miles of the Cohutta Wilderness.

In addition to eliminating native fish and water habi-
tat and severely impacting recreational activities of sports-
people and wilderness enthusiasts, the project doesn’t make
sense from an economic viewpoint, according to consumer
advocates. Charles Komanoff, an internationally re-
nowed energy economist, told LEAF he was surprised
that Oglethorpe would even consider building.such a proj-
ect. “I threw out most of my files on pumped storage
since even the utilities recognize that it is an inefficient
process,” Komanoff said. He pointed out that most util-
ities around the nation are implementing more economic
alternatives rather than building pumped storage facilities
(see box).

With the help of LEAF staff, LEAFO member Neil
Wester, a Dalton attorney who is active with Trout Unlim-
ited, is exploring the legal options to halt this project.

Dam Proposal
Threatens Wilderness

Pumped Storage v.
Shaving the Peak

In a pumped storage plant, two dams are constructed at
different elevations, creating a high and a low reservoir.
Water flows from the high reservoir through turbines in the
dam to create electricity during periods of peak demand
(such as hot summer afternoons when air conditioners are
on); the water is stopped by the lower dam. Then, in off-
peak hours, electricity generated by base-load plants
(nuclear or coal) is used to reverse the process, driving the
turbines backwards as pumps to push the water back up in-
to the higher reservoir, where it is used again at the next
peak. About 40% more electricity is consumed by this
process than is generated. Most utilities around the country
and around the world have abandoned plans for pumped
storage projects because of the availability of more econ-
omic alternatives to meet or to reduce the demand by
“shaving the peak” (moving some of the consumption to
other times, levelling the load). Radio load control, time-of-
day electric rates, and voluntary interruptible service (with
attendant discounts) are some of the techniques used to
shave the peak. Conservation measures such as insulation
of homes (to reduce the need for air conditioning) and
passive solar cooling could eliminate the need for any
pumped storage facilities in Georgia.



