Re-regulation dam |
y money

gets stud

From Gainesville Ti;

By DAVID PRICE

'Times District Editor

When water is released from Bu-
ford Dam into the Chattahoochee

River, it is catch-as-catch can for the -

60 percent of all Georgians who de-
pend on the river for their water sup-
ply. o

All of the cities downstream draw
their water from the flowing river,
which works just fine as long as the
river level stays high. But when the
river level drops, that means more
water must be drawn from the lake to
meet the demand. It also means less
water to generate electricity and low
lake levels for the millions of recre-
ational users of the lake.

To improved this situation, the U,S,
Army Corps of Engineers has pro-
posed building a “re-regulation’’ dam
south of Buford Dam to catch water
released during generation or after
heavy rains. The water could then be
held in a small reservoir and re-
leased over a period of time to the cit-
ies downstream as needed.

The impoundment itself would be
about 600 acres within the banks of

- the Chattahoochee — small when
compared to the 38,000-acre Lake
Lanier, but big on the impact it can
have for all users of the lake and wa-
fer, )

The reregulation dam is apparently
on the right track in Congress where
$700,000 was. recently approved to
continue a two-year engineering stu-
dy of the projéct. Some $1.9 million in
all will be needed to prepare the stud-
ies and actual engineering plans.

That will put the corps in the position .
to let bids on the project provided
Congress approves the final alloca-
tions. If all goes according to sched-
ule, the reregulation dam could be in
place in six years, .

That will be good news to the area
planners who have had a hand in
pushing the reregulation dam project'
along. The planwas endorsed by the |
newly refurbished Lanier Watershed
Regional Committee, made up of
area county and city representatives, '
It also has the backing of Congress-
man Ed Jenkins, who has calied the
projet the “best and cheapest ap-
praoch” to ensuring an adequate wa-
ter supply downstream and to assure
an adequate water level on Lake Lan-
ier,”

Dr. Sam Dayton, director of the
Georgia Mountains Area Planning.
and Development Commission,’ said
many of those involved in planning
water usage for the future had gravi-
tated toward the reregulation dam
solution because it would help all
three aspects of water usage — elec-
tric generation, water supply and
recreation,

Dayton said the fact that Congress / N\

has made the initial allocation to

/

ey i i

i

complete engineering studies indi- Map spots proposed location of re-regulztion dal

cates that the dam will continue to re-.
ceive funding, depending on the
availability of federal funds, .‘Nor-
mally, if (Congress) goes as far as
the continuing planning: and engi-
neering, then the project is going to
fly.”
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Roger & Beth Nott
2335 Stephens Circle
Gainesville, GA 30501
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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322. Do
_iﬂ SEND DUES, ADDRESS CHANGES, OR SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS TO THIS ADDRESS. All subscription matters should be addressed to GCA, P.O. Box 7023,

Atlanta GA 30357. Please type articles border to border (zero margins) with indented paragraphs and no vertical spacing between paragraphs.
This format makes it much easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos and conservation clippings are also welcome.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT- THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to

submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

dne 2 Chattooga 111 3-4, advanced Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683
3 Nacoochee or alternate 1-2, junior intermediate Gary DeBacher 634-14651
2-3  WOMEN'S CLINIC Bettina George 1-787-9548
2 Middle Chestatee Cleanup 1-2(3) jr intermediate ) Jim Farr 634-2272
3 Little River Canyon 3-4, advanced Chuck Hammersley 434-5808
3 Chattooga IV 4-5, expert Peter Elkon 373-7535
2 Broad River Cleanup 2-3, jr. intermediate Bob McDonough 1-549-7263
9 Chattooga 111 3-4, advanced Fred Thomas 1-675-3830
.10 Upper Hooch 2-3, sr. intermediate Dennis Crain 955-5647
10 Nantahala 2-3, sr. intermediate Andy Warshaw 471-8831

15-17 SOUTHEASTERN RACES- no trips scheduled. Call Roger Nott (1-536-6923) to volunteer to help with the races,
and we'll guarantee a good time on the river.

23 Etowah cleanup 1-2, jr. interm. Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683

23 Nantahala 2-3, senior interm. Jim Silavent 587-1172

23 Campout at Sandy Ford on the Chattooga Laura Jordan 233-72%

24 Chattooga 11 1-2, trained beginner Laura Jordan _ ditto

24 (hattooga I1I 3-4, advanced Richard Blews 993-8468

30 Upper Hooch Cleanup 2-3; sr. intermediate Oreon Mann 522-3469

30  French Broad NC 3-4+, advanced Bill Smith 953-0697 (CALL EARLY)
dJuly 1 Chattooga III 3.4, advanced Lee Miles * 487-8362

1 Cartecay or Nantahala 2-3, sr. interm. Louis Jacobs 633-3452

%
XX x
First Annual w

X @.ALA C.ANOEING A FFAIR

Get out your black ties and your best rhinestone tiaras! Get ready for the canoeists social event of
the season. IThis is your imvitation to attend the first anwmual Gala Canoceing Affair hosted by the
G.C.A.. Make a note on your social calendar for Saturday and Sunday, August 4th and 5th. 'That's
when the who's who of the Georgia canoeing community (that's you) will comverge on the Chau-Ram Park
and Campground near lovely Westminster, South Carolina. Located near the scenic Chattooga River,
there will be trips both Saturday and Sunday on sections II, ITI, and IV. Activities will be pro-
vided for the youngsters, too, ineluding crafts, games, hiking and a raft trip on seetion II. There
are even hopes for a cooperative mursery. Saturday evening will bring a delicious banquet of deli-
cately grilled tube steaks and patties de hamburger with all the trimmings. There will be entertain-
ment, too, in addition to all the river stories. Don't let your friends say you weren't there. See
the enclosed R.S.V.P. form for move information and to register.



In Defense of the C-1

by Charlie Walbridge

Reprinted from AMERICAN WHITEWATER

MAY/JUNE 1982

Charlie Walbridge is six feet, eight
inches of opinionated paddling sinew.
You name itin the East, and he's paddied
it. He is also living proof that it's the
boater not the boat, and that a C-1 can
go anywhere & K-1 can. Charlie lives in
eastern Pennsyivania from where he
runs his boating accessory business,
Wild Water Designs and acts as ACA's
National Safety Chairman. Recently
during a boat building session, Charlie
declared that C-1 superiority needed a
published defense. This editor saw his
point the instant he released my lapels.
So to all who have ever criticized the
.noble decked canoe, | suggest you list
Aand take heed.

Let me introduce myself. I'm a C-1
paddier. That's right, turkey, | kneel in
one of those pregnant kayaks and pad-
cdle it like a canoe. ! won't be caught
ghraying to the Good Lord on my you-

&
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The Waiver Agreement form is reproduced in this Eddy Line for your infor-
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instructors, etc., are not, by definition, "professionals' or''''experts'

They are, like the rest of our membership, simply avocational paddlers

know-what. Is it comfortable? Funny
you should ask. Is any decked boat
comfortable? Listen, f've tried kayaks.
They give me a pain in the low back. The
very low back, if you get my meaning.
You're not a kayakist, are you? Most of
the people | know who paddle kayaks
are mental defectives — they don't
know which end of the paddie to use!
Why, if you go down to Central Penn-
sylvania, there are some places where
they haven't even heard of kayaks ex-
cept as a boat for kids to fool around in
until they grow out of it. Oh yeah, kayaks
exist. Around the big cities, mostly, and
on the Yough in August when sensible
paddiers are catching up on their read-
ing and waiting for the fall rains.
What? You don’t understand why
people use a single-bladed paddle and
switch? Buddy, you missed the point.
Nobody understands canoeists. I've
never had a girlfriend who understood

.

1S

No club activity leader or trip organizer is to be relied upon
i

, of course, prevent anyone from filing a lawsuit (whether

Only the individual paddler can make these decisions for him/her-
inst the GCA or its members.

11 be available to club activity leaders from the Cru
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to getting on the river.

canoeists, that's why I'm not married.
Yeah, | know that all the instruction
books ignore C-1's. Probably because
the author wasn't tough enough to try
one. No seriously, most of us learn by
getting out on the water and working out
an understanding with our boats over
several years. But open boat paddling
helps. | tried a kayak once — just didn't
feel right sitting on the water. If God had
meant men to sit on the water, he would
have designed a comfortable Kayak seat
molid. At least after paddling a canoe,
your knees hurt so much you don't have
to worry about your back. Ah, .but a
canoe fits me right. [ weigh over 180
pounds. | need a shoehorn and a hack-
; saw to get into a medium volume kayak,
¢ ‘but I can fit into the smallesthotshot C-1's
easily. And those little C-boats are great
¢ for women and kids. They're not much
+ bigger than kayaks, and they do turn fast.
* Don't give me any of that male chauv-
. inistic piggery about women not being
! able to paddie C-1. That story comes only
“'from people when they've had a hard day
-and they've just quit. | know one girl who
weighs only 110 pounds;and magnifi-
cently paddles a full size C-1. She’s cute,
. too, but that's another story.
* Hey, I'li tell you, a kayak is the wettest,
- coldest boat in the world. You go right
through waves. Water in the face, the
- whole bit. A C-1 is bigger, and it rides up
and over waves. You get splashed in the
face by a waveina C-1, buddy, you're in
some heavy stuff. And because you sit
higher in a C-1, you see better, too. You
ought to see tha kayaks drop-back at the
top of a steep drop s0's the C-boats can
lead the way!

And you won't believe this, but a C-1
turns faster than a kayak. Something
about a higher center of gravity and
improved leverage on sweep strokes. It's
true, you don't have 2 hrace on one side,
but a low C-1 brace is stronger than two
" kayak braces. If you keep your paddle
side downstream, you'll do fine. After a
while. you'll learn to cross-brace on a
gross draw. It really works! (Mear Dean
from Cuaquesne even will drop into
Double Hydrauiic an his off-side; of
course that dude works i th= steel mills
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although it does exempt members at large and probably affords some protection to individual

Actually the board action described elsewhere in this issue is not the first time the subject of possible legal 1liability

It is not yet a regular policy amongst the majfority of paddling clubs, however.

and has shoulders like you ioci:.n
believe! You wouldn't catch me trying
that.)

Yeah, | know. There's nothing slower
than a C-1 against the wind. So what if
it's a hard boat to learn to paddle. People
don't paddie rivers because they're easy,
you know, they do it for the challenge.
Rolling isn't any harder than a kayak.
There are more strokes to learn, but
they're not impossible. The hardest
thing is learning to work up speed —
getting the boat to track, if you i.___‘
That's what makes people think its
strength and not skill. Don't get me
wrong; strength helps. But its surprising
what a iittle coaching will do.

| was lucky enough to live in Central
Pennsylvania for a while, the home of
Penn State, John Sweet, and Norse
Paddles, so | got a lot of coaching. But
most people aren't so lucky. They have
to shell out some bread for a clinic or
beat out an understanding with their
boat over a few miles (make that a few
years) of paddling. Most of them see the
kayakists learning fasterand give up and
buy one of those funny boats. | have one
myself. | guess I'll use it when | retire:
you know, get too old to paddle C-1.
Except I'll never get used to having my
feet under the deck. Makes me nervous.
Now with a C-1, if you fitit out properly,
you'll have to work like the dickens to get
trapped. Fact is, the biggest problem
staying in the boat long sncugh 1o ﬁ.um._.
Sn do like the monkeys do and hang it
there. You'll be O.K.

Hey look, gotta go. They're dumping
water into the Gauley and it's ten hours
of freeways and mountains to get there.
But take my advice. Sell your kayak and
get yourself a C-1. Visit John Berry .5
Riparius, N.Y. or try Perception in
Liberty, N C. They have a good se-
fection, or find a good used pig thatyou
can beat up. Then maybe the next time !
run a river with Fearless Fred, the King of
Hair. and Attilla the Hahn you'll be able
to come along too. Just don't get dis-
couraged. Remember, kayaks are a
dime a dozen. but a C-1 is forever. SEE
YOU ON A RIVER!! —

're selling in a single ad.

17e

ng varying levels of skill and experience and training in a variety of whitewater
One of the relative advantages of being newsletter editor is that you can skip GCA Board meetings and still get in your two cents worth

It is possible that this policy could be replaced by one reguiring each member to sign a general waiver as a condition of membership.

At the April 1984 meeting, the Board voted to make mandatory the signing of a Waiver Agree-
Specific waivers would be used only for events like training sessions or races. Maybe we could cover our sterns sufficiently with such a

ment form by all participants in all GCA on-water activities, including club trips, training

self, although it may usually be prudent to seek and/or abide by the counsel of experienced
alternatives. W¥hile that's going on, we can see how the present approach works through the summer months, and then vote something up or down

primary responsibility for individual safety squarely on the shoulder of the participant, not
as a '"'professional' or "expert" capable of making ultimate decisions which may affect your
forthcoming; in the event &f ''delayed" injuries or accidents, this might be a few or several

Trip Organizers, clinic organizers and instructors, and general membership in the event of
to explicitly recognize the dangers and risks inherent in whitewater recreation, and to place

NEW G.C.A. POLICY ON WAIVER OF LIABILITY AGREEMENT

directory, include some evidence of membership. Type your ad, unless your calligraphy is impressive. Keep it short, single- spaced, across
better anyone's advertised price. Across from Mad Hatter/ flea market; 433 E."Hancock, Athens. Canoe rentals-- GCA discounted. Call or come

by. (404) 353-3421.

A Reminder.... WANT ADS ARE FREE TO PAID- UP GCA MEMBERS SELLING USED PADDLING- RELATED EQUIPMENT (OMLY. If you're not in the membership

WITCHER WING--- Athens has a new whitewater shop-- Blue Hole, Mohawk, Phoenix, Hydra, Perception-- 10-20% off spring sale.
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Upper Chattahoochee, Saturday, April 21, 1984- The weather forecasts were dismal all week prior to

this trip. Then Friday on the 6 PM newscast, we were promised a dry day. Wonder of wonders, that
is what occurred! The dogwood bloom was almost fully opened and the wild azaleas were showing
some color. The river level was a 2.8 on the Hwy. 115 gauge. There was a tree down on the river
right about 1/2 mile above Horseshoe. An unwary tandem crew was caught in the branches and had
pinned their boat. Luckily they were able to escape unharmed. They flagged down our flotilla and
asked for help. Ernie Mancill rallied our group to the rescue. Thanks to throw ropes,
carribiners, skill, persistence, and lots of muscles, the boat was freed, and restored to the

couple. They now better understand the rule: "Don't boat alone." Ernie Mancill ran lead and
Richard Webber ran sweep. My thanks to each member of the group for making the trip a fun one.
Participants: Doug Ellis and Ev. Hopkins in kayaks; Ed Schultze and Gordan Bugby, Ken and Lydia

Pennington, Lloyd and Scott Unnold in tandem open canoes; Ernie Mancill and John Forrester in

decked canoes; and Richard Webber, Ken Murphy, Dave Shields and myself in solo open canoces. -
Nancy Barker

FOUND: FROM THE DEEPEST BOWEL OF MY PADDLING GEAR COME KEYS

OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN. 1 AUDI FOX: 1 WORN DATSUN(N1056); 3 SHORT
PADLOCK KEYS INCLUDING MASTER #'S 3685 AND 0813; 2 OR 3 HOUSE
KEYS(LOVE GOD MAYBE?): 2 "YNOR" KEYS; ALL NEATLY ARRANGED ON
A 1" KEY RING WITH MATCHING 3/4" RING. PLEASE CALL AND ADVISE:
RICHARD WEBER (H) 461-2498; (W) 461-1141.

Blue Hole CCA, red, Outfitted with block and saddle, very experienced

FOF SALZ: ‘ :
but in good shape, $550. Mark Levine, 926-8683

For Sale: 17 foot Grumman aluminum canoe, good condition.
378-4260 (H) or 458-2371 (w). Ask for Sally.

For Sale: Used fiberglass kayak with float bags.
378-4268 (H) or 458-2371 (W). Ask for Sally.

Used kayak paddle.

Wanted to buy: ]
378-4260 (H) or 458-2371 (W).

Ask for Sally.

Economic S mume e

. No reason .in the world, save perhaps
‘bureaiicratic, ‘obstinance ‘and’ the  perv-

. ersity of a-federal agency whose obdur-
ance, ill-temper and stupidity.-are leg-
ond o e %
West Virginia’s unemployment leads

the nation. Its economy. needs every
nudge it can gef. ' '

The Gauley River is-among the na-
tion's top whitewater challenges — easi-.
operated, ly the best in the East. Rafters and kay- -
S . akers come from across the U.S, to test

Thus, why shouldn’t the corps bear.in its 47 Class III to Class VI rapids. One of
mind whitewater enthusiasts? " the three Class VI rapids drops 13 feet.

UMMERSVILLE Lake’s dam was

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers in -
the Huntington District, which runs the .
dam, says that drawdowns from the lake
— when water is spewed by pipe into the
Gauley River — cannot be managed to
promote whitewater sports. Yet todo
this doesn’t affect adversely any purpose

“for which the dam was built and is

wisdom

MARCH 18, 1884

éharlés'tori»_‘G.az_et‘te—M‘a_il," Editorial, March 18,. 1984.

ate Minority Leader Robert C. Byrd,
Sen. -Jennings Randolph and West Vir-
~ginia's House. members to lean on the
corps and force it to act responsibly.

The Gauley’s water supply is usually -
so sparse that to assure a navigable riv-

- er the normal flow must be abetted by
water from Summersville Lake. At this
juncture no worthwhile objective is
served by releasing water at night. Since
a most meritorious objective, aiding
West Virginia's economy, is served by
releasing water in the daytime, those
are the hours the corps should use,

A Class ¥ rapid is' a' quarter mile of .
flashing, splashing, whirling turmoil,
* Annually during the autumn draw-
down some 25,000 tourists bob and
weave for 24 miles along the Gauley. A
full Symmersville Lake ‘provides three
weeks of rafting. Were the flow shut off
at night, more days would be available.

The $3 million spent by rafters bene-
fits both ‘Summersville and state. The
corps should remember these dollars
and cut those flows back at night.

If the corps won't cooperate and help
“West Virginia's_economy, we urge Sen-

———
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CANOE TRIPPING, Blackwater, St. Vincent, Sipsey: The only comprehensive
thing you can say about our canoe camping trips this spring is that each has been
radically different and each has provided absolutely unique splendid moments.

We had the gentle, winding Blackwater River all to ourselves. Its golden
cinnamon water and its sparkling white sandbars were as welcoming and beautiful
as ever. This was a restful trip and we lazed and played all the way, watching
the birds and swapping and trying boats and gear.

A full moon was out for our St. Vincent Island paddle and the entire
12,000-acre island refuge was ours alone. We went night paddling in Indian Pass.
The mullet jumped and slapped our canoes while a nippy Gulf night breeze
flickered our camp fire behind the dunes. Day hiking down the island, we found
an eagles' nest containing one very large eaglet. We kept our distance as its
two extremely vigilant parents circled uncomfortably low overhead. We found
delicately patterned Indian pot shards and wonderful sponges on the beaches
and delighted in endless bird, dolphin and alligator watching.

The Sipsey was its own different treat. This wonderful bluff-lined run
of waterfalls, fern-wall grottos and towering hemlocks and beeches took us
through an almost pristine wilderness. We paddled our ABS boats and camped at
night beside a tumbling, churning Class II rapid. We explored a fantastic

double waterfall and agreed next year the Sipsey will be a four-day instead of
a three-day trip.

Paddling with me were:

Blackwater River, Feb. 18-20: Joan Frierson, Bill Moore, Robert Fischer,
Charlie Weekes, Dick Hurd, Larry Winsberg, Ike Maxwell, Carl Basmajian, Walt,
Salena, Walt Jr. and Lee Lynch. .

St. Vincent Island, April 13-15: Derek and Nora Patterson, Robert Fischer,
Sue Smith, Sharon Adams, Jennifer and Jack Cooley, Fred and Lib Minger, Lou
Rosswag, Dianna McKenny.

Sipsey River, April 20-22: Dick and Rusty George, Derek Patterson, Joan
Frierson, Walt, Salena, Walt Jr. and Lee Lynch.

-- Russ Koester --
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Chatooga III, April 28,

I wondered if it was going to rain on my trip. " Skies partly cloudy
with significant chance of percipitation," said the radio in a calm,
familiar tone., Nevertheless, a few stout souls showed up to challenege
the liquid elements on this bleak Saturday mourning, At the parking lot
the topic of discussion was the difference between lunacy and dedication,
The river was 2.1, the Sandy Fjord put-in was very muddy and people were
trying to think of constructive things to say about the weather, We nav=-
igated the ® Narrows " with little or no incident, Since we executed the
previous rapid with a high level of competency, the River god chose to
smite us at Second Ledge. Noone really had a perfect run, Close to half
of our boats ended " Belly Up " in the water, Thereafter most everyone
got a chance at a picturesque body surf., Andy Warshaw earned the title
of resident " Spider-man " with his handy throw rope skillse Everyone
had at least one clean run, Hydro-dynamic mentions include ; Bill's
rethread at " Eye of the Needle ¥, The " Sluice " was pretty that daye
Tt came close to sacking even those who chose the alternative ( sneak )
rout, I proved my combat roll, Andy ran both drops too smooth, Barney
and suprise guest Marty went down tandem and made a clean run. Both
were so astounded, they flipped over at the bottem to make sure they
were not dreaming

Making the social scene was a reunion of N,O0,Ce prototypes, The class-
mates were Andy Warshaw and James Arney each in 0C-~1; plus, there was
John and Carolin Ohrt ( of Texas ) and Nina and Richard Simmons ( of
New Orleans ) in tandem canoe. Sheri and Barney Spurr were in tandenm
canoe, Michael Collier was in 0C~1, Hank Miles was in C~1, Bill Becker,
Jeff Langford, Marty Cason and myself were in K-1, Good trip, great
peoplesss thanks for ignoring the rain and thunder,

Happy Trails,
Lee Miles

/

Judges
uphold

stream

ACCESS (From the
Nat®l WildiftRderation
by Charles Griffith

Leader)

Trout fishermen and recreat-
ionists gained important victories in
western Montana recently when
two state district court judges, in
separate cases, upheld the public’s
access rights to sections of the
Beaverhead and Dearborn rivers
crossing private property.

The decisions were announced in
early December by District Judge
Gordon Bennett, who ruled on the
Dearborn: River, and District Judge
Jack Shanstrom, who ruled on the
Beaverhead River.

Basis for the court rulings was
the finding by both judges that the
streams are navigable and thus,
open from the high-water mark
down to waterrelated forms of
recreation.

On the Beaverhead, Judge
Shanstrom ruled in favor of the
Montana Coalition for Stream
Access in its suit against rancher
Lowell Hildreth. The suit was
brought last spring after Hildreth
had closed off 1.5 miles of the
Beaverhead to anglers and floaters
with a pole fence which prevented
floating the portion of the river
which flows through his property.

Hildreth had claimed that the
riverbed was his property and was
worth $500,000. Judge Shanstrom
also rejected a motion by Hildreth
that he be allowed to sue the
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Department for $600,000 if the
coalition won the original suit.

The coalition had filed a similar
suit against rancher Mike Curranin
April, 1980, when Curran closed
that part of the Dearborn River to
anglers and floaters. The coalition,
made up of Montana sportsmen, had
strong support — including
financial — from the Montana

Wildlife Federation.

The Dearborn River ruling by
Judge Bennett, issued Dec. 10,
applied only to the section of the
Dearborn in question in this suit,
but legal prircirles laid down by

Bennett dpparently could lead to

opening nearly all rivers and
streams in Montana to recreational
use if they are large enough to be
floated by someone in a rubber raft.

Here are some trip reports from the early days of the GCA--

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE - The upper Chattahoochee is one of those rivers which
varies sharply in volume from week to week, so that a trip scheduled ahead even one
week, as the August 9th trip was, is not very predictable, As it turned out, there was
low water, making a relatively easy class 3 trip into an excellent exercise in manuver-
ing, (sideslipping, back watering, praying’ and cussin’) Shouts of *Draw right,” and
‘pryaway® were mingled with the rapid’s roar. The Smith island chute was exciting,
but it claimed few victims as most people ran it readily (some intrepid souls carried
their canoes back up and shot it backward or standing up). Many of those present
were beginners or intermediate level paddlers, and most seemed to feel the trip was
quite adequate exercise in white water canoeing fundamentals,

Those in attendance (by Canoe) were:
Frank Hatfield, Bill Mcore, Eugene Babes, David Mowbray, John McKelvey, Bond and
Virginia Almand, Bill and Annabelle Close, Alan Elsas and Sharon Bleakley, George
Wetherhold, Bryon Hipps and Ross Wilson, Payson and Stewart Kennedy, Charles and
Clyde Woolsey, John Masterson and Grey Burns, Lane Abercrombie and Bill Duniay,
Michael and Claude Terry, Bob Milton and partner.

Claude Terry reporting.

CHATTOOGA TRIP

Thirty-one canoes and a governor on the Chattooga? Thats what one would have seen
from an aerial view on July 26th. The stretch of the Chattooga between S.C. 28 and
Whetstone Rd. (Earl’s Ford) is neither the most exciting nor most scenic portion of
this gorgeous wild river. But it was apparently sufficient to convince Gov, Maddox
that the river was worth all efforts to save it, if his post-trip comments are any in-
dication, The governor was steered down the Chattooga by honary lifetime GCA mem-
ber, Hugh Caldwell, They managed to stay dry, which cannot be said for all of us (The
governor did not shoot the 5-foot ledge where most of our wetting took place)., Several
other of the various state luminaries and reporters, also did not fare so well as the
governor, but it must be admitted that their steersmen were prettier than the governor’s,
Hugh- Caldwell (in real life a philosophy professor) is a mainstay of Fritz Orr’s camp
Merriewood in the summer, and their lovely young female counselors worked very hard
at giving the state party a good trip. In the Governor’s party was our own (and the

BOR's) Roy Wood, who seems to be omnipresent where good work's for canceing are
concerned.

Those attending were ( by Canoe):

Bond and Virginia Almand, Bill and Annabelle Close, Lane Abercrombie and Bill
Dunlap, Lew Greathouse and Jim Morrison, John, Cathy, Frances and Payson Kennedy,
Frank Hatfield and Richard Watkins, Julla Ann and Ross Wilson, George Weather-
hold, Robin Jackson and Claude Terry, Clyde Woolsey, Two Kayakists, whose names

I lost and who should get in touch with me, Bill and Benson Crawford, Jody and
Horace Holden and their camp counselors,

ct
=2
0]
H
o
R
o
(=1
=
9]
[nd
®
=}
o
&
=
0
=
=]
o
@
[nJ
o
=
[u]
=
ge)
s
[¢]
[=]
aq
[
[
0
9]
=g
Q
s
o
[
[a]
[
<

~ Claude Terry reporting,

The Dearborn enters the
Missouri River northeast of Helena
after passing through a deepcanyon
of volcanic rock. Its challenging
rapids and deep pools have madeita
favorite for floaters and anglers.

The Beaverhead is located. in
southwest Montana and is rated as
one of Montana’s true blue ribbon
trout streams.

Judge Bennett held that the public
has a right to use the Dearborn only
between high water marks. That
right, he said, extends to wading as
well as to rafting.

Citing a 1933 Montana state law,
Bennett said that all “navigable
streams”’ are open to use by licensed
fishermen if they are navigable for
boats, rafts and other aquatic gear
used to transport anglers.”

He also cited an 1895 state law
when he said that “not only anglers
but all recreationists have access to
any Montana stream that is
navigable by aquatic recreation
vehicles.”

Based on the law and necessity,
the judge said that a practical rule
should be: “A Montana stream is

-navigable and accessible for

recreation craft at any given time.
Over the length of such course, the
stream may be utilized between

ordinary high water levels by
aquatic recreationists withut
interférence’’ from adjacent
landowners. _

He said that once the recreational
navigability is established, “access
is not limited to watercraft. The
angler may wade between the high
water lines and if there is adequate
dry footage below such lines, the
hiker may walk.”

Judge Bennett also ruled that it is
not necessary for a river to have
been navigated for commerical
purposes.

The Mountain States
Legal Foundation of . Denver,
formerly headed by Interior
Secretary James Watt, .and the
Montana Farm Bureau are expected
to join Hildreth in appealing the
Beaverhead decision. a

Charles Griffith, a former
newspaperman, is the NWF Regional
Executive for Montana and Idaho.
He lives in Bozeman.



