Sesquicentennial

CANOE VOYAGE

o /é& W&ZA&;M?&//&/&'
May 24-June1, 1983

Adventurers are invited to participate in the sesquicentennial canoe trip

IR

down the Mississippi from Dubuque to Burlington, May 24 to June 1, 1983. The
trip commemorates the 150th birthday celebration of

Dubuque, Buffalo, Muscatine and Burlington, Iowa.

Anyone interested in more information may contact Sue Smith, 922 N. Third,

Burlington, Ia. 52601 or Barb Morrision, Buriington, (319) 754-8853.

A. A. Wood, a long-time GCA member, was on a similar but even longer Mississippi canoe trip in 1976. He says that any GCA members who want to

know more abowt the nature of the trip are welcome to contact him. --Ed.

GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION
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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well. as conservation clippings.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FTRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to
submit any matters for discussjon or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

TRIP SCHEDWLE:

May 1 Training clinic continued. You missed it, but to beg for future training events, talk to Jimmy Gunter (w:993-9377).
1 Upper Chattashoochee class 2-3, junior intermediate

7 Nantahala
Upper Chestatee
8 Little River Canyon

class 2-3, junior intermediate Wayne Gentry 296-5196
2-3, technical, senior interm. Richard Blews H: 993-8468 W: 658-9477
3-4, technical. Senfor interm. Ted & Helen Sparks, Anniston, Ala. H:205-236-4316, W:205-237-1391

~

14 Hiwassee 2++, junior interm. Bill Moore 351-5022

%  Big Laurel/French Broad  3-4, advanced and expert Jerry Holladay 688-1842

15  Talking Rock Creek 2-2+, junior intermediate Gary DeBacher 634-4651 )
15  Ocoee class 3-4, advanced & expert Chuck Wilburn 636-0290  weekends: 1-800-251-4800
21 Broad - class 1-2,, trained beginner Polly Heyward 237-4507

21 (hattooga I11 Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683 Overnight camping for those who wish.

234 Chattooga II class 1-2, trained beginner Richard Blews ) 993-8468 W: 658-9477

22 (hattooga IV 3-5, advanced & expert only Peter Elkon 373-7535

28 Flint --Section to be selected as water levels & paddler preferences dictate. Don & Fred Thomas 404 -675-3050
29  Toccoa class 1-2+, junior intermediate Grant Luckhardt 373-2293 .
29- through June 3: Buffalo River (Ark.) scenic trip, canoe camping. Russ Koester 233-4093  See details elsewhere,

June 4 Nantahala
5 Upper Hooch

class 2-3, junior intermediate George & Theresa Neill  627-9829
class 2-3, junior intermediate Cheryl Evans ' 688-4260

10-11-12 Souwtheastern Races on the Nantahala. Come help with the race and run the river.

FROM CRUISEMASTER HUGH STUBBS: We are making every effort to provide a variety of trips each weekend to accomodate the preferences of all
menbers, including family groups. We don't charge fees, nobody gets paid---S0, you must volunteer! Be imaginative, and come up with some
great trips while we have favorable water levels.

Trip leaders note: To -assist in evaluating the trip schedule, please call or drop me a postcard reporting number of participants and
your overall rating as to the success of the trip-- rate 1 to 10, 10 being the highest. Thanks for your cooperation. Hugh Stubbs, 952-4926.

SOUTHEASTERN RACES ARE "ON"! As some of you are aware, the fate of the 1983 CCA-sponsored slalom and downriver races on the Nantahala has
been in doubt recently because of difficulties obtaining a permit. Before I recap the details of this evolving controversy, let me just say
that as of this hour, we have strong reason to expect that the United States Forest Service, now recognised as the controlling agency for
recreat ional use of the lower Nantahala, is going to issue a permit for GCA to run the race as planned. THE RACES WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY,
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JUNE 10-12. Because of the delay in getting a permit, race committee work is behind schedule. GCA MEMBERS ARE NEEDED IN
LARGE NUMBERS TO HELP RN THE RACES. To volunteer, call Hoppy Eager at (Dahlonega) 404-864-6705 before 9 PM. Or contact Jack Weems or Gary
DeBacher in Atlanta. Because of the new format, splitting the slalom over Friday and Saturday, the race was downright pleasant to run last
year. Each day we finished in early afternoon, leaving lots of time to run the river or just goof off. Even if you can't make it Friday, we
could really use your help for the open boat slalom Saturday.

Hoppy Eager has learned that the UFS is anxious to increase use of its Apple Tree Group Camp, which is along the upper Nantahala,
between the lake and the put-in. Racers and race workers usually patronize Lost Mine Campground, the private camp near NOC, and we shall be
even more inclined to do so this year since the Lost Mine folks supported us in our efforts to obtain a race permit. Another supportive
organization with camping facilities is High Country. And of course we received lots of quiet, steady support and advice from the folks at
Nantahala Outdoor Center, whose motel facilities we use for race headquarters. But if you have not already made reservations at one of these
private facilities, it may shortly be too late to do so. In that case, contact Hoppy Eager and he will determine whether to reserve space at



Apple Tree Group Camp.

Time limitations (It's 5:45 AM as I write this, and the newsletter is overdue already) do not permit a detailed recapping of our
difficulties in getting a race permit this year. When you come up too help with the race, you'll doubtless hear all the leftover gossip you
can stand. Here's a capsule summary. GCA applied for a race permit from the North Carolina state agency which oversees fish and wildlife
matters and which in the past has been the agency viewed as having ccontrol over use of the river. We have never had difficulty obtaining
this permit before, so we were very surprised when it was denied this time. It seems that the agency had been contacted by a principal member
of the Nantahala Gorge Association who claimed that holding the race in June would interfere excessively with recreational use of the river.
The NGA is an association comprising representatives of the various rafting outfitters, campground owers and related businesses operating in
Nantahala GCorge.

The GCA race committee had very little time to unravel this political knot before race announcements and other arrangements would have
to be finalized. One approach was to attempt to change the positions of the aforementioned NC state agency and of the NGA. We knew that some
NGA members were in favor of holding the race as planned, and that others opposed it primarily because of the influential views of one member.
After a number of preliminary contacts, GCA representatives appeared at an NGA meeting to present our point of view. They all listened '
patiently enough, but in closed session they voted 8 to 5 against us.

Meanwhile the NC state agency in question had informed us that they now regard the United States Forest Service as the final authority
on recreational use of the river. (It was the USFS, for instance, which promulgated the recent ban on camping along most of the river.) GCA
had already applied to the USFS because we use their parking area at the put-in for the start of the downriver race. GCA modified its
application for a permit to include a full discussion of the measures we would take to minimize interference with recreational river use
during the race. We wanted them to see our point of view before they took an official position on the permit application. The USFS in fits
turn exacted certain requirements that GCA had never encountered before, including a $1000 cash bond. To make a long story short, while we
have not yet received a written permit, as of this time we have been given verbal assurance that the permit will be issued.

The real issue In all this is the necessity to block recreational rafts, canoes and kayaks intermittently in order to run the slalom
races at the "Falls". Or, seeing it from our point of view, the need to interrupt the race frequently so that recreational paddlers could
pass through. This mutual interference had reached 'such proportions that in most recemt years we were unahle to complete the slalom races as
scheduled on Saturday. For the 1982 races, GCA decided to run all the decked boat slalom on Friday, and all the open boat slalom on Saturday.
This was a tremendous improvement, since with a vastly reduced number of racers each day, we were able to finish the first runs and most of
the second runs before the bulk of the recreational paddlers reached the falls. Most recreational paddlers spent no more time waiting for the
race than they would have spent scouting, and delays of the race were also brief and of little consequence. Thus GCA felt that it had found a
way to run the races In a manner satisfactory to all, and we were genuinely surprised that some members of NGA still felt that the races
should not be held in June.

Since I was primarily a bystander, I can't properly credit all the GCA race comittee members who spent extra hours on the telephone,
writing letters, or attending meetings in North Carolina. Hoppy Eager and Roger Nott were of course quite invelved as front-lire negotiators.
GCA also received a tremendous amount of help from Mr. Roy Wood, an ex-member, a man now in retirement after a career in the federal Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation, who personally visited many of the principals in the controversy to give them a chance to express their views. His =~ *
interest In the race stems from the fact that he axd GCA staged the very first Southeastern Races fifteen years ago. Thanks, Foy. ~---Ed.

HELP PROTECT THE 'HOOCH! Your help is VITAL. New rules and regulations that will govern how much
developers can build along the Chattahoochee River are being written by the Atlanta Regional Com-
mission and the developers have a STRONG voice in the process. PROVE YOU CARE AND COME TO A

HEARING MAY 18 (Wednesday) at 7PM at the Cobb County Administration Building on the 2nd floor (on
the square in Marietta). So far -the developers have outnumbered river lovers at the hearings and

we must turn out the troops to show the ARC that they can't let the developers cover the riverbanks
with houses and offices. IF YOU DON'T MAKE THE EFFORT TO COME SHOW YOU CARE THEN IT MAY BE A LOST
CAUSE. You will not have to speak but your presence will show the ARC regulation writers .they have

to listen to the river's friends. On May 17 and 19 similar hearings will be held in Gwinnett and
Fulton counties but the locations haven't been set. PLEASE COME TO ALL THREE HEARING. You can
call ARC at 656-1700 to find out where. DEVELOPERS ARE GETTING OUT THEIR TROOPS in force and it

is vital that we do the same. Bring your family and friends. The rules being written after these

meetings may mean the end of a green tree edged Chattahoochee in the Metro area unless you come

prove you care. The law they are making the rules for is the new revised Metropolitan River Protec

ion Act. TFor more information, call Marcia Bansley, Environmental Chairman, at 351-8263. Thanks!

BUFFALO RIVER, May 29-June 3: Canoe camp six days along 100 miles of the Buffalo
River in Arkansas' Ozarks. Class I water and Class V scenery. A splendid run of
bluffs, caves, waterfalls and wilderness. This is a joint Sierra Club-GCA trip.
Spaces limited., <(Call Russ Koester at 233-4093. :

UPPER TALLULAH RIVER, Sun., Mar. 13, 1983 - We had a beautiful warm day and low, but barely

ATLANTA TRIATHLON NEEDS VOLUNTEER CANOEISTS: The Atlanta Triathlon will be held at Stone Mountain
Park on Saturday, May 21st as a part of the Bud Light U.S. Triathlon Series. The 2km swim will be
held in Stone Mountain Lake. The Triathlon Committee is seeking volunteers to man rvescue boats a-
long with certified lifeguards. Anyone interested in lending a hand should contact Becky Fain at
her office (292-7373) or at home (296-1968).

The Boys Clubs of Metro Atlanta's Outdoor Program has a summer position available for Assistant
Trip Leader and Canoe Instructor, Call Mike Miller at 627-4617 for more information.

ample water. The gauge at the take~out read 2.57, a minimal level. Otey and Sehlinger estimate the
minimum at 1.7, but certainly that level would be much toolow. Most of the lowest water is at points
on the river where there has been development and clear cutting on the banks downstream of the Tallu-
lah R. National Forest Campground, where the river is narrow and extremely scenic. The resultant
bank erosion has widened the bed, which is at these points frequently composed of gravel bars. With
its excellent water quality, alternation between narrow sections with large granite boulders and
broader areas dotted with gravel bars, and occasional farmhouses with their fields, barbed wire
fences and banks shored with rusting jalopies, the Tallulah resembles many North Carolina streams
such as Jonathan Creek. It is a beautiful little stream for the most part, however, and ended too
soon for us all. Clean runs were had by all, except for a couple of swims at the 2%' obstructed
drop near the end of the National Forest Park, where several folks swam on our first GCA trip on the
Tallulah 2 years ago. Paddlers included: John & Tee Brower and Marc & Heather Rucker in OC-2s;
Laura Jordon in a kayak; Les Davenport, King Nichols and I in solo opens; and Charles and Chuck Har-
rison impressing us all in their maiden whitewater voyage in their new C-2. ~ Roger Nott

SMOKY MOUNTAIN WEEKEND: Oconaluftee R., Sat., Mar.19; Raven Fork, Sun., Mar. 20, 1983:

Sunny, warm weather greeted us both days when we met at the National Park Visitors' Center to paddle
these intimate, lively Cherokee rivers. I believe a fine time (and sore muscles) were had by all.
Usually at their confluence at the southern edge of the Park the volume of flow of the Oconaluftee
and Raven Fork are about equal. This weekend Raven Fork seemed to have at least 50% more water, a
situation which led four of our party to opt for Raven Fork on Saturday. The rest of us divided in
half and put in at Smokemont on the Oconaluftee. Thanks to Les Davenport, a fourth year veteran of
my March trips to Cherokee, for guiding the other half down the river each day. The upper section of
the Oconaluftee was low but passable and taxed our reading and maneuverina skills. After the conflu-
ence with Raven Fork the Oconaluftee becomes flater but more powerful. Some of us spent about an hr.
surfing in several rather sporting but friendly holes before taking out at the park by the bank in
Cherokee,

Raven Fork was running 1.7 on Sunday, a low moderate level which gave us plenty of water and ac-
tion but no great turbulence or rapids more difficult than a challenging Class III. We paddled about
6 miles from.below Bunches Creek to the Job Corps Center and thus avoided the fish weirs and other
shallow sections in the headwaters.

_ Both days we had strong groups and, to my knowledge, no swims. Saturday's Raven Fork contingent
included Dave Ashley in his C-1 and Jim Farr, Steve Hunt and Marc Rucker in solo opens. Others pad-
dling Sat. only were Eddie Donald, OC-1, and Larry & Elaine Howard bravely piloting their veteran
Grumman through the rocks. (Several "old timers" ventured that all beginning paddlers ought to have
to paddle aluminum boats, as they had to when they started, so that they could learn quickly to find
the rocks.} Joining us on Sunday on Raven Fork were Bill Jones, exiled of late to Memphis but trying
to get back home to the mountains, and Tom Brown, both in OC-1s. Paddling both days were Lewis and
son Robert Stevens from Knoxville - tandem - and solo open boaters Les Davenport, Ben Fouts, Tom
Keith, Arthur Lucas, James Lucas, Donald Thomas, Fred Thomas, Forte Rabb and I. - Roger Nott

Temes Luc}m on  Roven Forle

@ogcr Nott ow upper Talulada
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ST. VINCENT TISLAND, April 1-3: The porpoises were out as promised, rising and
rolling in Indian Pass, the Sambur deer were feeding in the marshes, and even the
Bald eagles did a cameo appearance on our joint GCA-Sierra Club trip to St.
Vincent Island. We set up base camp Jjust back of the dunes and from there paddled
into its bayous, hiked its trails and walked its broad, lovely beaches, combing
for the astonishing wealth of sponges the windy Gulf was tossing up. Martin Perry,
refuge manager, took us on an afternoon-long jeep tour through wild interior
sections of the island, stopping often to spot wildlife and tell us about the
island's history and ecology. There was some serious paddling against winds,
waves and currents, but the beauty and wild wealth of this lovely barrier refuge
more than repaid us for sore muscles. The benefits of fast canoe hulls were
evident, Gary Galloway of Blue Ridge Mountain Sports generously provided free
boats for the paddlers who didn't have their own canoes and his sleek fiberglass
hulls seemed to stay effortlessly ahead of the tubbier ABS boats. The best
performer by far was a Sawyer Crulser paddled by Scott Pendergrast and Gaill
Brannon. Sharing our island paddle were Walter, Salena, Lee and Walt Lynch, Wanda
and Dick Hurd, Bill Moore, Becky Owens, Phyllis and Ashley Wolf, Bruce Williams,
David Marcus, Jerry Mason, Connie Carmack, Russ and Pat Koester, Mike, Elaine

and Larry Laster, Rick Rhea, Janine Clemmons, Ronnie Turner, Kirk Ryberg, Scott
Pendergrast, Carolyn and Ben Whitehill and Gail Brannon. -- Russ Koester.
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Etowah (Hightower section) April 2

After a night of rain on Friday night, the water level
on this trip was outstanding. It even made for some respectable
holes on this beautiful stream. We met at McDonald's in Dahlon-
aga at 10:30 and the rain stopped at 10:45.

. Two trees were across the river about halfway into the run,
making it necessary to slide over, but creating no major problems.

Participants were Charles Harrison and son, 0C-2; Jeff Engle,
0oCc-l; Ben Fouts, 0C-l.

STOLEN CANQE

A Mad River Royalex Explorer (16') was stolen from Westminster
Schools in Atlanta, GA around 3/24/83. The canoe is yellow with the
no. 10 stenciled on the bow and stern. An identifiable feature on
the canoe is a missing carry handle under the bow plate.

Any assistance anyone can provide to recover the boat would be
greatly appreciated.

David C. Kolb
DISCOVERY Program
Westminster Schools
1424 W. Paces Ferry Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30327

Contact:

(404) 355-8673 ext. 305

P

Tor Sale: 4 Blueholes, 2 Mohawks (ABS), 1 Perception (HD-1), Also other equipment-
lifejackets, paddles, etc. Frice on all equipment is negotiable & will include ex-
tended Bull Sessions on equipment & Eiller Rivers of MNorth America. 404-864-6705

evenings before 9:00P.}i. please. Hoppy Fager

-

Only 100 of this edition were made and this boat is #44 of that
run. It comes with a minicell foam wall and full floatation. In
excellent condition. $500.00. Call Tom Holbhert at &415-4872-1842.

|
MIRAGE SPECIAL EDITION KAYAK |
|
l

Ben - FOMES - s e e e o= te———omangroves -and blooming bromiliads.

NANTAHALA RIVER PACT IS REACHED

THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY PADDLED OUT OF THE NANTAHALA GORGE WHITEWATER CONTRO-
VERSY WEDNESDAY, LEAVING NANTAHALA POWER AND LIGHT CO. TO SHOOT THE TURBULENT WATERS
BETWEEN RAFTERS AND LAKE RECREATION ENTHUSIASTS. TVA'S DIRECTORS APPORVED AN AGREE-
MENT AT A MEETING IN KNOXVILLE THAT WILL GET THE FEDERAL UTILITY OUT OF A DISPUTE
ABOUT RAFTING ON NORTH CAROLINA'S NANTAHALA RIVER.

TVA, WHICH HAS CONTROLLED OPERATION OF THE POWER GENERATION FACILITIES AT NANTAHALA
DAM, AND THUS THE FLOW OF WATER THROUGH THE 11~MILE GORGE WEST OF BRYSON CITY FOR
TWO DECADES, SIGNED A NEW CONTRACT WITH NANTAHALA POWER WHICH STIPULATES THAT THE
LATTER WILL CONTROL THE GENERATION OF POWER.

THE CONTROVERSY HAS BEEN A HEATED ONE FOR THE LAST 10 MONTHS AS BUSINESSES OF THE
NANTAHALA GORGE ASSOCIATION HAVE ARGUED FOR TVA TO RELEASE WATER THROUGH THE GENERAT-
ING PLANT ON A PREDICTABLE SCHEDULE TO ENHANCE THEIR PROFITS FROM WHITEWATER CANOEISTS,
RAFTER, AND KAYAKERS.

MEANWHILE, THE NANTAHALA COMMUNITY CLUB IN MACON COUNTY, COMPRISED OF RESIDENTS ABOVE
THE DAM AND HUNDREDS OF FISHERMEN HAVE COME OUT IN OPPOSITION TO ANY CHANGE IN THE
WAY WATER BAS BEEN RELEASED FROM THE LAKE TO GENERATE POWER.

FRED ALEXANDER, A VICE PRESIDENT OF NANTAHALA POWER, SAID HIS FIRM WOULD HAVE TO
CONDUCT A STUDY BEFORE ANY DECISION ON WATER RELEASE CAN BE MADE.

OUR JOB IS TO PROVIDE ELECTRIC SERVICE TO OUR 36,000 CUSTOMERS. ANY DECISION MADE

IN CONNECTION WITH THE GENERATION FLOW AT NANTAHALA WILL BE ONE WHICH WILL ASSURE
THAT ELECTRIC RATES ARE NOT IMPACTED ADVERSELY, HE STATED.

NANTAHALA HAS 11 HYDROELECTRIC PLANTS, ALEXANDER SAID,"AND BUYING POWER FROM TVA TO
SUPPLEMENT WHEN NEEDED IS CHEAPER FOR OUR CUSTOMERS THAN BUILDING NEW PLANTS." '
(from Ashville Kayak Club N.L. January, 1983)

EVERGLADES 100-MILE WILDERNESS WATERWAY, March 20-25: Bill Maher from Columbus
organized this trip to do a free-lance magazine article. Ike Maxwell of New World
Explorers and I went along to enjoy the wildlife, soak up the sun and, as it
turned out, strain our muscles to the breaking point through six 20-mile days of
waves, crosswinds and fast currents along one of the most spectacular canoe trails
in the U.S. From Everglades City to Flamingo on Florida Bay we paddled along
creeks and rivers and across huge open bays in this magnificent wilderness of =
Clear skies were with-us, but the winds
definitely were not. As we muscled across big bays with names like Chokoloskee,
Lost Man's, Tarpon and Whitewater, winds piled swell on swell to block us from

the narrow channels we had to make to reach the relative protection of the winding
connecting creeks and rivers. Bill's precious cargo of cameras was more than once
in jeopardy. We paddled fast solo boats (Sawyer DY, Jensen 17, Galt-Moore Mirage)
and tested thelr seaworthiness to the hilt. Some nights we camped on Indian shell
mounds built up during the centuries when the race called Calusa fished and hunted
and paddled these glades. Other nights we cramped ourselves onto chickees, tough
little shelters on stilts alongside the creeks and rivers. Always the names were
intriguing: Willy Willy, Shark River, Graveyard Creek, Hells Bay, Camp Lonesome.
Wildlife was riot. Egrets, ospreys, pelicans, spoonbills, kites and skimmers
filled our skies. We saw the rare and almost extinct crocodile. Porpoises,
raccoons, deer and alligators were everywhere. The complete 100-mile trail should
be attempted only by skilled paddlers not easily intimidated by open water and
wind. At least one member of the group must have considerable skill in map
reading and navigation (thanks, Ike!) to locate unmarked campsites away from the
trail. For a group with the right skills, this is a splendid, challenging trip
and a true wilderness experience. -- Russ Koester

For Sale: 2-3 person whitewater raft. Unique design (10" x h'), raised bow, dual bladder
inside heavy duty sleeves, stiffening frame and pump. Used 3 times, extremely maneuverable.
Aegking 150.00 Also immaculate HD-1 w/many extras; make reasonable offer! Days 523-1000,
eves 624-3475 (leave message), thank you!

GO WITH THE FLOW, INC for quality whitewater equipment at competitive prices. MAY
SALE-Mohawk 16' ABS "Whitewater" $509.00. Mohawk "Blazer" $309.00. Perception K-1
package as low as $599.00. Canoe a little uncomfortable? Need dry storage? The
Saddle II canoce seat by Perception is the answer. CALL 992-3200 or 992-7830 (p.m.)

For Sale; Phoenix Savage fiberglass kayak. Best offer. Call
Brian, 294-7392, after 6pm,

In good shape.




Upper, Upper Chattahoochee, Sat., April 9, 1983 - We had about 4 to 6 inches of rain in three days
and flood waters all over North Georgia and therefore moved our lower Conasauga trip to the Chatta-
hoochee above Helen. Kayaker Leroy Robbins from Macon, Jay Kessler with his HD-1, and I with my ME
met in Robertstown at noon. The Helen gauge read 4.2, and we found 8" of water rushing over the low
water bridge. We were immediately met at the bridge by 2 swamped canoes sans paddlers, which we res-
cued and pulled to shore. Their GCA member owners followed behind and declared themselves off to Dun-
can Br. Next came Dave Gale and 2 companions, both of whom were soon separated from their Blue
Holes. We took all this as an omen and decided to eschew te larger, riverwide holes near and upriver
from the log bridge and put in instead on Spoilcane Creek, that tiny little stream which follows Hwy.
17-75 north from Robertstown towards Unicoi Gap. This day it was a raging torrent with no eddies and
a 4-5' surprise ledge and hole which nearly ate Jay and me. A downed tree, a hose across the entire
stream and a 10 mph turbulent current also made things interesting.. The rest of the river to Helen
provided some powerful Ocoee-like water but nothing too stressful. Despite the morning showers we
enjoyed warm sunshine for most of the afternoon. After one run Leroy and I enjoyed a second try,
this time putting in near the ranger cabin % mi. above the log bridge and floating again to Helen in
about a % hr.

On Sunday I returned to the "Upper, Upper" and paddled with longtime GCA stalwart Dale Bergen
from about 3.7 mi. upstream of the log bridge, .55 mi. upsteam of Turkeypen Branch. The river there
is narrow and small but at 2.54 at Helen had plenty of water. (I'd guess 2.2 to be a minimum.) This
is 1.1 mi above Jasus Cr. and 1.5 north of Low Gap Creek (the usual put-in and that used in the trip
described in Brown's Guide a few years ago; the article mistakenly labeled the put-in"Jasus Creek,"
which is farther north and too small and steep to run.). The 4 miles of the Chattahoochee from our
put-in has a steady gradient of 90'/mi.,equal to that of the Upper Conasauga, although that stream
sports less frequent shoals but larger drops. We slid down the mountain to put in,using a long pain-
ter wrapped arcund treesto belay the boats and ourselves quite easily during the 360' verticle des-
cent, which took me about 12 minutes. (Less trouble than fooling with the downed trees in Low Gap Cr.
With its clear waters, pristine forest, frequent waterfalls emptying directly into the river and vir-
tually continuous class III water, this stretch is hard to match anywhere; sheer delight! Thanks to
Hal Heardon & Tom Carter, who were on the river earlier, for the shuttle. The Jacks Gap topo is help-
ful in locating the put-in (at the first descent after driving up the ridge north from Jasus Cr. and
where a gated Forest Service Rd. bears left and provides parking space. Although perhaps as much as
3/4 mi. upsteam may be runnable, don’t be tempted to put in at the Chattahoochee R. Br. farther-north
as Otey and Sehlinger advise. The authors misinterpreted their reconnaissance here and meant to sug-
gest putting in at Low Gap Cr. {(as their scout, Jerry Penland, had done). Dave Gale tells me that
there are numerous unrunnable drops up to 20' in the first 2-3 miles below this first bridge on the
Chattahoochee, as the 230'/mi. gradient in one .7 mi. section suggests, and that the portages are ar-
duous. There was one downed tree a little above Jasus Cr. in our run but no portages. - Roger Nott

.

National Park Service nixes 'Wild & Scenic' designation for Gauley - The NPS 3-28-83 draft study has
fajled to recommend National wild and Scenic River designation for W. Va.'s Gauley & major tributar-
ies, the Cranberry & Meadow. The draft found 111.6 mi. of the 3 rivers"eligible," 50.6 as "wild" &
61.4 as “"scenic," and noted the wild sections "represent vestiges of primitive America." Nevertheless
the NPS declared all 111.6 mi. "unsuitable" for designation, citing the lack of federal or state a-
gencies willing to assume responsibility for protection and management. Then, reversing the arguent,
the NPS cited the presence of a management agency, the Forest Service,as a reason for a negative re-
commendation for the Cranberry R. The report claims that that river, 99% in National Forest, is al-
ready protected. However, the Wild & Scenic Act would protect these rivers from federally financed
or licensed water projects, which their location within National Forest does not preclude. The NPS re-
port recognizes that the 26 mi. Gauley, perhaps the premier whitewater river E. of the Mississippi,
has "river values that merit strong protection." At present both the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
and a provate corporation have proposals pending to develop hydroelectric power on the Gauley. It
has been the Park Service's historical role to protect our natural heritage. We must not allow it to
retreat from this role by taking a stance which would render every river ineligible for Wild and Sce-
nic status. These wilderness canyons provide unmatched whitewater recreation as well as fishing, hi-
king, & hunting. The public has 90 days to comment on the report before NPS revises & does the final
study. For a copy contact Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, National Park Service, 143 S. 3rd St. ,Phila-
delphia, PA 19106 (215-597-4367). For further info. contact Chris Brown or David Schneider, American
Rivers Conservation Council,323 PA.Ave.S.E., Washington D.C.20003 - condensed from ARCC release.

Hoppy Eager still has some used boats for sale, including an HD-1 and some Blue Holes. You can write him at P.0. Box 551, Dahlonega, GA 30533,
or call 404-864-6705 before 9 PM,

Consumer's Guide 1983 - Rental Boats

by Laura Jordon

It's not necessary to own a boat, to go paddling. Borrowing one from a friend is
the best bet. If you have no friends, rentals are available at various locations
around the state. A canoe or kayak can be an expensive investment. If you're
not sure what you want, rentals give you the opportunity to try out different
boats before you buy them.

This article is not considered to be advertising or endorsement for any of
the outfitters involved - it is for information only.

All the stores I talked to charged the same for canoces and kayaks (if
available). All required a security deposit - usually $100. All provided,
with the boat, paddles, life Jjackets, and floatation. Spray skirts are provided
with kayaks. Car-top carriers are available, but some stores charge extra for
them. On busy weekends in the summer, it is best to make reservations; a deposit
may be required to hold the boat.

Here are the stores I called, and the prices quoted:

Store Canoes Kayaks

Blue Ridge Mtn Sports $25 per day, $40 for weekend

Atlanta - Lenox Square 0ld Town Canoes avallable to folks

266-8372 : 1 Blue Hole who took their classes
ONLY

Chattahoochee Outdoor Center $25 per day, limited to Metro Hooch ONLY

394-6622 canoes available kayaks available

Georgia Outdoors $25 per day, $45 for weekend .

Stone Mountain Store only Colemans & Blue Holes none

979-2222

E%gh¢9993tﬁx (Atlanta) o $30 first day, $15 each additional day

most at Powersg store ‘| Mad River Explorer’ " Phoenix Wildfire

955-1866

Wildwood Shop $20 for % day, $27.50 entire day(UmmerdoMQ

Ga. 115 & Upper Hooch canoes, no kayaks includes shuttle

1-7543531

If you spot an error in the above information, or you have information on

other rentals available in Georgia, please drop me a note at 1399 Noel Drive NE,
Atlanta, Ga. 30319, and I'll publish an updated Consumer's Guide Later in the
year. Thanks. Laura Jordon.

Chattooga III, March 12

In contrast to cold weather during the week, we enjoyed a sunny day in the 60's, and a water level

of 1.95. Participants were Don and Fred Thomas, Michael Collier, and the trip leader, all in open
canoes. As usual, there were some interesting runs at Dick's Creek Ledge, all successful in
varying degrees. The Narrows, Second Ledge and Eye of the Needle all resulted in routine runs.

We enjoyed a lunch stop on the sunny rocks immediately below Eye of the Needle. One of our paddlers
overcame minor difficulties (a cold swim) at keyhole. We had the river to ourselwes until Bull
Sluice, where there were a few onlookers. One of the group decided to exercise good judgement and
carried around. The others enjoyed three very different but exciting runs here. Fred' s was by
far the most successful-- in fact it was just about perfect., --——- Bob Stigrow

Mike Wilson writes to say that he will be paddling a bunch of north Georgia rivers from May 6th
through the l4th, all class III and up, and would very much like company from experienced paddlers

who know north Georgia streams. From April 28 through May 3 he can be reached at 912-876-~4004

BLUE HOLE CANOE OCA 16 feet
This canoe is red and has had minimal use. It is in excellent
condition and comes with a styrafoam block. Included are
thiree(3) MNORSE paddles of varying lengths. $550.00. Call Tom
Holbert at &15-482-1842,



