Pictures taken by Roger Nott during the 10-30-82 trip on the Broad River. Above left are
Ny Adows {r) and Bettina George surfing at Lunch Stop Rapid. On right above is Marty
Fordham at Lunch Stop. Below left is Bob McDonmgh&,j‘{qm.-;; running the lsland Ledge. And
but not least is Jim Farr finishing the first series of rapids in C-1.
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GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION INC, February, 1983

Deadl ine for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members ad interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to
submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.

TRIP SCHEDULE: February trips may be changed or cancelled if conditiops are unfavorable. The trip leader
will decide based on weather and water levels. The trip leader has the right to insist
that you wear a wet suit. Having dry clothes along is not enough for February conditions.

5 Upper Hooch class 2-3 Ernie Mancil w:455-9301 h: 955-0622
6 Lower Amicalola class 3-4 Peter Elkon 373-7535

12 Chattooga 111, class 3-4 Bob Stigrow (404) 782-5014

13 Lower Conasauga class 2-3 Mark & Susan Levine 926-8683

19 Possible Talking Rock trfp, class 1-2, if weather and interest justify. Gary DeBacher 634-4651

19,20,21 Blackwater River Fla. Russ Koester 233-4093
This trip is a joint GCA/Sierra Club canoe-camping trips. Limit 5 canoes.
20 Upper Hooch class 2-3 Jerry Holladay w:522-0096 h:é688-1842
ERRARK D6 River Safety Clinic. See page 2 for details.
27 Cartecay class 2-3 Hugh Stubbs 952-4926
March 5 Upper Hooch class 2-3 Oreon Mann wi656-3810 h:522-3469
6 Upper Chestatee class 2-3 Richard Blews w3658-9477 h:933-8468
12 Chattooga III class 3-4 Bob Stigrow (404) 782-5014

Our new cruisemaster is Hugh Stubbs, who will be delighted to hear from volunteers. Call him at 688-1842
Peter Elkon is impromptu trip chairperson. Call him if you're trying to get a trip together for the weekend, or hoping to join one.

NOTICE ANYTHING DIFFERENT??  When I went to deliver the newsletter in December, I discovered that Cunningham, the outfit which had printed
our newsletter since its modest beginnings, had drowned in the floodwaters of the Reagan Economic Recovery. There was no time to shop around
for a new printer, so I called Mark Levine, who has, let us say, connections in the printing industry, and he made the arrangements necessary
for us to get the February newsletter out in time.

Mark has switched our newsletter masthead, incorporating the new logo drawn by artist paddler Gene Wilkes before his untimely death
last summer. WE NEED A NEW NAME FOR OUR NEW NEWSLETTER, so there will be a contest of sorts for the best original name offered by a GCA
member, with some sort of stupendous prize. Mark had already suggested "Canewsletter", but this title was, he admitted, plagarized from some
other club's masthead. So let your fmagination run wild, but keep it clean. SEND SUGGESTIONS FOR NEWSLETTER NAME to GCA CONTEST, ATTN. Mark
Levine, Box 7023, Atlanta, GA 30357,

Because of the change in printers, we cannot go on using our old mailing plates. We're pasting addresses on this issue by hand, but
will presently have new plates made based on our list of those who have paid their dues for 1983. IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 1983 DUES, YOU
WILL NOT RECEIVE ANY NEWSLETTERS AFTER THIS ISSLE.  Sorry, but we just can't carry late payers for the rest of the year.

I repeat, IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 1963 DUES, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE ANY NEWSLETTERS AFTER THIS ISSUE.

~
-



SAFETY/RIVER RESCUE CLINIC, February 26--Because, in part, of the rash of drownings and near
drownings which occurred in 1982, the Board felt it would be most appropriate to begin this
year with a safety/river rescue clinic. The GCA has been most fortunate in obtaining the
services of Les Bechdel, the NOC Safety Officer and the Safety Chairman, Dixie Division, ACA,
to instruct this class. Among Les's many accomplishments are wimning four national slalom
championships, representing the United States in five world championships and probably
winning more second and third place finishes in racing than anyone else in the United States.
He is also an excellent instructor, and this class should rate with the finest indoor in-
struction one can obtain. The class will be held on Frbruary 26, 1983, from 9:00 AM until
approximately 4:30 PM at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta, 1911 Cliff
Valley Way, N.E., Atlanta. Special thanks are extended to Ins and Outs, a conservation
group at the church, which is acting as co-sponsor and providing the use of the facility.
There will be a lunch break, so bring your lunch. All instruction will be indoors, but
hopefully there will ke an on the river follow-up in the Spring. There is no charge for

the class for GCA members; non-merbers will be charged $10.00, which.includes menbership.

To register call me at 522-0096 (w) or 688-1842 (h). The church's address should not
mislead you. The parking lot is located on the North I-85 access road just north of the
North Druid Hills intersection. Thanks is also extended to Jim Farr who came up with this
idea and made the initial contact with the*NOC. - - Jerry Holladay

LAWYERS

NEEDED

- ¢
For the G.C.A. River Rights Committee.* This committee will be involved in the legal problems and
issues directly arising out of the recreational use of our rivers in Georgia. Committee tasks will
include legal research (keeping abreast of recent river rights cases and developments in other
states), formulating G.C.A. river rights policy and strategy, the preparation for a possible river
rights case, et.al. These tasks are to big for one person to handle. Your help is necessary.

M@st riparign land owners are hospitable and friendly towards people enjoying float trips on the
river. It is the‘G.C.A.'s policy to cultivate those friendships anyway we can, such as in conducting
river clean-up trips. However, there are a few riparian land owners who are openly trying to prevent

Tecreational river use. The beautiful “'upper'’ Chestatee River is one such trouble area that the
River Rights Committee will be looking at.

Please call to offer your help on this important committee. Richard Blews, River Rights Chairman,
658-9477 (office); 993-8468 (home).

*Please understand that this is volunteer work. G.C.A. can't afford your usual fees.

SI. VINCENT'S ISLAND, canoe camping, April 1-3: Paddle with the porpoises to St.
Vincent's Island in the Gulf, a national wildlife refuge accessible only by water.
Explore a chain of ponds in the interior frequented by alligators, boar, Sambur deer
Furkeys_and eagles, Hunt for shells and Indian pot shards. Spaéés limited. This '
1s a joint Sierra Club-GCA trip. Call Russ Koester at.233-4093. ., g :

,,,,,, 8 e

Dick Hurd, who owns some land along the Cartecay, asked me to tell everyone that a
humongous hemlock tree had fallen across the river and would very likely require
portage. Expect it roughly midway between the class 3 ledges. - Bd.
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ADDITIONS TO THE 1982 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY:

Carlton J. Adams
P.O. Box 632
Oxford, GA 30267
H: 404-786-0260
O: 404-786-7051

Sharon Adams

695 Peeples St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30310
H: 755-4421

Marvin & Jan Albitz
4680 Fellsridge Dr.

Stone Mountain, GA 30086

H: 296-7041

Jerry Allison

872 Flat Shoals Rd.
College Park, GA 30349
H: 997-4660

Ed & Ginny BuzzZell oo

4052 Morgan Rd.
Tucker, GA 30084
H: 491-9183

0: 261-0502

Tom E. Byrns

2819 Livsey Dr.
Tucker, GA 30084
H: 939-7445

0: 586-9900

Michael Carter

82 B Treeview Lane
Decatur, GA 30034
H: 981-1693

0: 441-2404

Tom & Mickey Kennedy
Rt. 1

Cleveland, GA 30528
H: 404-865-3566

Douglas Lee Kessler
2850 Delk Road

Apt. 1l4C

Marietta, GA 30067
H: 955-8638

Vance Lanier

3786 Castlegate Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30327
H: 231-1474

O: 231-4278

Tom & Liz Lathrop
1497 Withmere Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338
H: 394-5149

James Ledvinka

130 Hickory Lane
Watkinsville, GA 30677
H: 404-769-7733

O: 404-542-1294

Dr. Michael Lefkove

5485 East Idlewood Ln.,NE
Atlanta, GA 30327

H: 256-2408

O: 855-2505

Ernie Mancil

1058 Riverbend Club Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30339

H: 955-0622

0: 455-9301

Bert Christy

1847 L Vintage Ct.
Marietta, GA 30060
H: 436-5723

0: 424-3117

Rick & Pat Cleveland
1394 Little Willeo Rd.
Marietta, GA 30067

H: 993-8148

O: 449-7990

James M. Colson
P.0. Box 175
Clayton, GA 30525
H: 404-369~7051

0: 404-746~-5361

Armand Cote

2251 Harbins Rd.
Dacula, GA 30211
H:" 404=963-0631"™ *
O: 404-867-3777

James E. Cox

Rt. 5 Box 385

Phenix City, AL 36867
H: 205-297-1753

O: 205-298-0675

Dick Daniel

727 Cherokee Rd.
LaGrange, GA 30240
H: 404-884-5200

0O: 404-882-2562

David Brisendine
Route No. 1 Box 158
Williamson, GA 30292
H: 227-7710

David R. Marcus
3437 Rockhaven Cir.
Atlanta, GA 30324
H: 231-5624

Susan A. McFather
P.O. Box 38182
Atlanta, GA 30334
H: 934-7735

Corinne Kay Murray
Eastwood Oaks C-7

Hilliard, FL 32046
H: 904-843-4818

David & Sandra Norman
3105 Belingham Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30345

H: 493-7997

0: 526-3102

Una A. Orzel

P.O. Box 478
Riverdale, GA 30274
H: 996-7483

0: 762-2852

Dr. LaVohne Painter
2118 Impala Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30345
H: 633-2382

0: 572~2951

Megeen Parker

897 Springdale Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30306
H: 378-3617

Floyd Dean
3900 Dundee Drive
Roswell, Ga 30075
H: 992-0350

Thomas & Kathy Delaney
1635 Delia Drive
Decatur, GA 30033

H: 491-7228

O: 441-4820

Jerry & Jenny Dillard
P.O. Box 424

Tucker, GA 30084

H: 938-2796

O: 938-3200

James Dunaway

672 Maple Drive
Griffin, Ga 30223
H: 404-227-0212

bouglas B, Fleeman

4556 Forrest Rd.
P,O0. Box F

Pine Lake, GA 30072
H: 292-2351

Robin Futch

362 Ferguson St.
Atlanta, GA 30307
H: 223-0477

0: 658-2272

Warner & Helen Guedry
2211 Creek Park Rd.
Decatur, GA 30033

H: 325-7219

Keith Pennington
Rt. 4 Box 147
Gray, GA 31032
H: 912-986-5824
0: 912-745-7020

Douglas Riehl

16485 Freemanville Rd.
Alpharetta, GA 30201
H: 475-3436

O: 448-7197

Alton M. Reynolds
559F Northridge Rd.
Dunwoody, GA 30338
H: 394-4971

O: 491-0983

Larry & Belinda Robinson
925 Lost Creek Cir.
Stone Mountain, GA 30088
H: 469-1902

O: 391-3582

Ron & Davia Rowe
2524 shallowford Rd.
Apt. 89

Atlanta, GA 30345

H: 325-1050

D: 325-3211

R: 881-1221

Terry P. Schaede
1325 Berwick Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30306
H: 876-2258
O: 765-2148

Roger K. Harlan
325 W. Howard Ave.
Decatur, GA 30030
H: 373-2145

0: 955-1951

Linda M. Harn

497 Kirk RA. #4
Decatur, GA 30030
H: 373-4448

0O: 656-4905

Richard Harvey
1477 Pleasant St.
Marietta, GA 30066
H: 971-8505

Larry & Janet Horton
4616 Roswell Rd.,NE
Apt. BB-3

Atlanta, GA 30342

L: 572-3281
J: 221-7642/7606

R.J. & Missy Kahn

260 Bruton Way
Atlanta, GA 30342

H: 252~1902

0: 355-7611 ext. 3730

Ernest Katz, III
401 Noble Woods Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30319
H: 320-1668

Gary Schwartz

1498 Clairmont Rd.
Decatur, GA 30033
H: 634-1553

Michael S. Shaw
1266 Zimmer Dr.,NE
Atlanta, GA 30306
H: 876-2390

Charles Sheets
4572 Jamerson Forest

Pkwy. -

Marietta, GA 30066
H: 928-2831
0: 451-3594

Bob Sippey

P.O0. Box 201
Sebastian, FL 32958
H: 305-589-8973

0: 305-589-8911

Larry W. Smith

2518 Lake Dweller Ln.
Hixon, TN 37343

H: 842-5922

0: 651-0394

Susan Hunter Smith
23 The Prado, NE
Atlanta, GA 30309
H: 876-2586

0: 257-1481
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Fightingtown Creek, Sunday Nov, 7, 1982 - When we met at 9:15 a.m. at the courthouse in Blue Ridge
the frost was thick but the sky was cloudless. At the Fannin County Jail next door where we donned
our wetsuits we learned it had "rained cats and dogs on Wednesday," so we opted for Fightingtown
instead of our low water alternate, the Toccoa. We found the path to the put-in on the S.W., corner
of the bridge at Madola heavily overgrown, suggesting that this Ocoee tributary is still seldom
paddled. The gauge on the right 200 yards above the take-out bridge is next to a house, has no j
public access, and read 1.87. We found clear water ample enough to miss all but a few of this |
stream's rocky class I-II shoals. We lunched a few miles into the trip at noon on a sunny island |
beach, where Les' fire starter was used and appreciated. However, the day soon warmed up drama- ‘
tically and actually became quite balmy. The late fall scenery was beautiful and undisturbed until \

|
|

last year or two. They're all near the banks but have been well spaced and built with natural wood
siding or logs and are much more attractive than the few older cabins and trailers. Watch out! One
of the first new homeowners on the left bank has strung across the creek just after the river turns ‘
left 90° a low cable which could be hazardous at high water. Forte found a couple of good surfing &
holes below a ledge at the ruins of an old mill on the left bank near the mid point of the trip, ‘
which went well and without any upsets. One note of warning: a few GCA members were told about a i
year ago by a homeowner at the take—out bridge that paddlers were not welcome there. The people we
talked to on the right below the bridge were friendly, but I would suggest that those paddling l
Fightingtown take out well below the bridge on the public gravel road on the left bank.
Participants: Les’ Davenport, Mark and Susan Levine, and Foé%te "Rabl"ii” 0C-ls and John & Tee Brower
and Beth and I in 0C-2s. - Roger Nott.

we came to the 3%' ledge, where the first of about 20 expensive resort homes have been built in the [

i

WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY defines as follows:"kay-ak (ki'ak) n.(Esk) 1. an Eskimo canoe
made of skins, esp. sealskins, stretched over a frame of wood to cover it completely except for an
opening in the middle for the paddler. 2. any similarly designed canoe for one or two paddlers,made ;
of canvas, plastic, etc." In England and throughout the North in this country if one asks for "tea," [
it will be brought hot. If you want it chilled, you'd better specify "iced tea." In Ga, the situa- |
tion is just the opposite. In England if one talks of taking his "canoe" "canoeing," the Limeys will |
expect to see him sitting in his boat with a double bladed paddle. If he was to use a "C-1" or an |
Yopen canoe," he would to expected to say so. In Ga. we tend to visualize a "canoe" as an open boat. |
This narrow definition of "canoe" and "canoeing” was and is not the one that the founders and leaders :
of the Georgia Canoeing Association had in mind when they voted to name our club and when we choose i
to retain our traditional name. From time to time it is suggested that we change to "Ga. Canoeing & ‘
[
|
|

|
i Pk f
!
I

Kayaking Ass'n,""Ga. Whitewater Ass'n" or"Ga. Paddling Ass'n"so that kayakers and even those who pad-
dle C-1s will not feel excluded. I have heard people outside the club say that they thought the GCA
was only or primarily for C-ls and open boats. NOT TRUE! GCA trips have always been open to and have
mostly included kayaks, folboats, C-ls, C-2s, OC-ls and OC-2s. In fact, a trip is usually more inter-
esting with a mixture of boat types. Many GCA members paddle many types of canoes, including kayaks.
Othersspecialize in paddling one or two types. Most of us can admire the skill of an accomplished
paddler and empathize with the peak experiences enjoyed by any paddler, not matter what type of boat
he or she is paddling. If you paddle a casnoe (that is "a narrow, light boat with its sidesmeeting
in a sharp edge at each end...moved by one or more paddles"),come canoe with us. -~ Roger Nott
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Have you ever wondered what level the Ocoee
Dick Wooten, provides a translation of the
height gauge located about 200 yards down-
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WEEKDAY TRIPS- Among our members, there may be many whose work
schedule precludes the enjoyment of our regular Sat. & Sun Trips.
In an effort to communicate the names of paddlers avallable on
weekdays; I have devised a cross referenced calander for the days
you may be avallable for a trip. If you will drop me a postal card
or telephone giving Name, days avallable, ang¢ type of craft; we'll
get ready for the season. The result of this information will be:
(1) You will receive a ligt of paddlers available during the week
and the days available. With this information you can organize a
weekday trip simply by contacting those on the list.

(2) There are many instances during the Summer months when we have
optimum water leyels during the week only to have them dlsappear
by the weekend. Such streams as the Amicalola, Talkling Rock, and
many others, could be experienced by many, who for one reason or
another, never hit the opportunity days. PETER ELKON 1s our
impromptu trip coordinator, and he will have a copy of the "WEEK-
DAY PADDLERS" list. For those of you who may play hooky from work
during the week to paddle; call Peter for'assistance in organizing
a trip.

Benefits wll be realized if you provide the information requested.
DON'T DELAY. Hugh Stubbs, 1201 Timberland Dr, Marietta, Ga 30067.
TEL: (404) 952-4926. (Cruise Master)

Notes from the Executive Board Meeting, Jan 5, 1983
(submitted by Laura Jordon)

1, Yes, the newsletter this month IS different. That's because we have changed printers, We

2,

3-

L.

5

will try them for a year. Then in the fall, before the next general meeting, we will
evaluate their performance. Let us hear your feedback - positive or negative.

The newsletter has no name at the moment. At the risk of being tacky, we are having
a name-the-newsletter contest, First prize will be lots of personal fame & glory, plus
free membership in the club NEXT year,

Let us know -~ if you are one of those who can't paddle with us because you work on
weekends. Hugh Stubbs is compiling a list of people whose days off are during the week,
He will try to match you up by days, so that you can paddle together. Call him at 952-4926,

The Spring Races at the Nantahala will be June 10-12. You will hear more about this later,
but mark the dates on your calendar. If you are not a racer, you can still participate
in the mechanics of running the race, and join in the general festivities, Call Hoppy
Eager (Dahlonega) 8616705 to volunteer,

Whe of you in the ‘e¢lub éfe“léﬁyeﬁé?'ﬂur“Rivbr'Rights Chairman, Richard Blews, needs other

paddling lawyers to help with some of his projects. Call him at 993-8468,

We want to have lots of trips this year. If you've never led one before, give it a try

this year. The trip leader's main task is to organize the trip, choose a place and time,
and take the names (and screen) those who want to go. He/she does NOT necessarily have %o
run lead, or rescue the maimed, altho he must make sure there is someone in the group

who CAN do those things., Don't be shy. Call the cruisemaster, Hugh Stubbs, and discuss
it with him, 952-4926,

See ya on the river! ..........Laura

Wanted to Buy: Used C-2 in good condition. Prefer Noah Moldau or s@milar
design but would be interested in another type. Contact Don or Bettina
George at 10114 Carlton Trail/Covington, GA 30209, Phone: 787-9548.




DOG BITE! December 5, 1982. Still here. Have you ever been glad just to be still here, with
both arms and legs, a paddle and a boat? Most of us felt that way after paddling the Dog today.
When we looked at the river, it was high but still in its banks. Trip leader (impromptu)

Peter Elkon and wife Sallie had run the river before, and we had a strong party of Chattooga
and Ocoee veterans. Pete's trip report will give you the details but I'd like to add a little
perspective as a first-timer on a flooded river.

The water was brown, littered with sticks and leaves, and fast, probably 8 - 10 feet per
second. There were only a few eddies, most of which were really just slow spots, and I would
now guess a flow volume of at least 1000 cfs. Some slow spots along the banks would serve
well enough for places to stop, surely. Probably there would be Ocoee-style waves, we guessed
at the put-in. It seemed like it would be great fun!

The first shoal was completely covered with water, erratic waves of 2 - 4 feet popping up as
we approached. Pete took the lead and began working down the rapid, and we all followed, in
a nice line, yours truly closest behind thestrip leader. Midway down the rapid, which was
churning away, Pete pointed wildly left. I saw the hole and started moving away. Almost
invisible Ffrom up above, it was at ledst 20 feet long, being in fact a ledge with at least
three feet of water over it. Pete skirted its edge, being experienced in these things from
the Gauley and the New, but I was not so lucky and couldn't get enough left. As I came over
this awful place, I knew quite well what would happen to me and my C-1. Dive deep, come up,
pull hard, but it's no use, that hole is going to eat you up as you go into reverse and get
sucked into the hydraulic. Why roll? vYou'll just end up in the same place and maybe blow
your shoulder. When my head came up I heard "Look Out" and Hugh came in on top of me, then
Sallie. then Oreon! Lemmings rushing to the sea, four of us were in that hole, which thank-
fully spit out bedies, boats and paddles. After difficult rescues we were emboated and down
the river again. i

The Dog continued to growl as we made our anxious ways down the river. The rapids were
characterized by long, wide expanses of fast water with big, irregular waves breaking between
horrendous holes and hydraulics. Often the only clear chutes were at most 3 feet wide with
another hole fifty feet downstream and 20 or 30 feet to the right or left, then another,

then another. We had at least one swimmer on almost every major rapid, often two or three.

I found a big hole almost at the end of a rapid near an island, but managed to stay upright
and was surfing out when (they tell me) an eight-foot log decided to surf,too. All I know

is I made the fastest upstream f£flip in history and swam a quarter-mile by myself in water
fast enough that I couldn't hold on to the branches on the bank, which alternately offered
opportunities for rescue or entrapment.

I was shaky and portaged the next major rapid, only to then follow the others blindly into

an even more difficult rapid, considerably complicated by rescnes ef. others.nak as lucky

as myself. We were all (except Pete, who laughed all the way) tired, shaky and gettingwcold
as the sun started to drop. Finally, the water flattened out and we hurried toward the bridge,
happy not to hear a roar as we rounded each successive bend.

At the bridge, smiles returned to the stony white faces, but we all knew how fortunate we had
been. The Georgia Tech group which passed us midway wasn't so lucky; they lost a kayak some-
where out there, and the paddler got out thanks to the good graces of Orecon and his Blue Hole.

It's a strange experience to be so sternly tested as we were today -- to feel your skills
increase because they simply must -- certainly unforgettable, and probably the most intense
three hours of my life. Should you ever have such a river experience, perhaps you'll be
fortunate, as was our party today. Certainly you'll understand what it feels like to be
still here.

David Ashley

EVERGLIADES, December 24 - - -This was not a GCA trip, but I thought it might be worth
mentioning. Our Everglades trip started on the Turner River, as did the trip written up

in December 1982 issue of Canoe Magazine, and included parts of Hurddles Creek, Deen's

Creek and Hell's Half Acre. This was a short day trip and we only covered 5 or 6 miles, but
it gave us a taste for the area. In a way this trip was somewhat disappointing. For

years I had looked forward to the Everglades. Everglades --big time, but unfortunately just
mangroves—-everywhere. Beautiful but not much different from other mangrove swamps I've
paddled, yet just being the Everglades did add an air of mystery to the event. The Indian
shell mounds mentioned in the article could not be seen from the river unless you knew where
to look. (We did not take the magazine, but we took 2 other maps. One, of the Deen's Creek
trail, we obtained for free at the Ranger Station in Everglades City.) Once you wandered 50
or so feet into the mangroves,the mounds became most impressive., It took a lot of Indians,

a lot of trips with baskets of shells to build those 20 foot high mounds. As you can imagine,
20 feet high means a much larger base. Some good bird sightings but not exceptional. My
biggest exception to the magazine article is in reference to suggesting an open water paddle
of 7 or 8 miles in the Gulf. Our open water paddle was only about a 1/2 mile from Chokoloskee
Island to the Turner River and back. Coming back we encountered 20 to 25 mph winds and it
was a very difficult paddle. Sabra and her father actually sat in the bottom of their sixteen
footer to keep their balance. Being two plus miles off shore in the Gulf in an unexpected
squall could be a disaster. Putting in,we encountered 3-paddlers who had driven-all-the

way from Virginia Beach because of the Canoce Magazine article. I don't know if the trip is
worth that drive (there were mosquitoes in December); but it is an easy side trip as part

of a Florida vacation. Maybe someday after I get senile, I'll do the entire 98.7 miles to
Flamingo. Our party consisted of Sabra's sister, Jeanette Hanson-Velasco and her husband,
Gallo Velasco-Jackson, and Sabra and her 75 year old, skindiving father, John Hanson, praddling
tandem and myself paddling solo. — - = Jerry Holladay.

SUWANNEE RIVER, Nov. 26-28: Paddlers on this GCA-Sierra canoe camping trip got more
excitement than we bargained for: an unidentified gunman, shooting from a high
bluff, came frighteningly close to hitting our canoes the first day out. A spokes-
man for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, discussing the circumstances
later, felt the gunman. was aiming directly at us. Some sense of humor! But we
paddled on, into a wonderful trip that included moonlight floating, fossil hunting
and exploring numerous crystal springs, uncovered at the low fall water level.
Sharing the trip were Russ and Pat Koester, Ted and Julin Maloof, Scott Pike, Jeremy
London, Joan Friarson, Becky Owens, and Chuck and Robert Hanecamp. -- Russ Koester.

OKEFENOKEE SWAMP, Jan. 1-3: Nightlife in the swamp was a little wilder than some of
our paddlers wanted this New Year's. Particularly memorable were Salena Lynch's
struggle with the mouse that was removing her hat and Derek Patterson's thundering
pursult of the raccoon with the duffle bag. We had rain, but we also had six pair
of sandhill cranes revving up like rusty old trucks and 1ifting above us, awking
into the distapnge. Purple martins were as thick around our heads as the tiny insects
they pursued over the water prairies’ and thé owls at night at Maul Hamimock drew at
least two of us out for an eerie midnight paddle. A few alligators were out the
second day and hawks screamed all along the trail. Low water and peat blowups made
paddling difficult in places, but the Okefenokee was hauntingly beautiful and alive
as ever in its winter mists and colors. Our paddlers were Derek Patterson, Mary

and Wayne Guerke, Salena and Walter Lynch, Malcolm Tobias, Pat and Russ Koester,
Mart Stewart, Bruce Williams, Dick George, Fulke Johansson, and Joan Friarson.

-- Russ Koester




activity of, thab year was a canoe jousting contest at Stone’ Mountain wherein |

The first* Nantahala Whitewater Race took place the July 4 weekend in 1969,
We were assisted by the Canoe Cruising Association of Greater Washington, the
Bryson City Junior Chamber of Commerce and Hemlock Inn, (The NOC was not yet in
operation.) It was purely a down-river affair that first day, beginning at the
Power Company and ending at the Tote-N-Tarry. A race for Juniors was held in the
afternoon, ite course being from Highway 19 to the Gorgarama Gift Shop. The
second day, slalom gates were hung on a short course set up just around the bend
below Hlway 19. Roy Wood with a P.A. system was a jovial Master of Ceremonies. A
portable mimeographing machine and typewriter provided by Horace was set up on
the tailgate of a station wagon where bulletins were ground out for the various
events and digtributed to the on~lookers. That was as sophistiacted as we got
that year. Electronic timers, intercoms, etc., were to come in the future.

1970 OFFICERS

President ~ Clyde Woolsey , _ ) “Me@bey:qg:ggﬁgg C%ggﬂgﬁ?;gry,hgm:?xgg.rnﬁ
CoVLbe PrEEident oS BINL“Cratfsrgt CooToreen " Payson Kennedy
Secretary - Bill Dunlap ., Neusletter Editor - Anna Belle Close

Treasurer - Ceorge Weatherhold; on his
resignation ~ George Stephenson

Youngsters were important to us in those days. A June 27, 1970, family float
on the Broad River had eleven children among its number. In August of that year,
Claude Terry and Payson Kennedy led a group of GCA Boy Scouts from Troup 312 on a
71-mile hike across the Smokies. Volume 5, No, 2, March 1971, reported practice
rolling sessions conducted by Explorer Post 49, sponsored by the GCA since January
1971. These classes were held at the Keywaden pool in the Holcomb Bridge Area.
Claude Terry, Horace Holden, Doug Woodward and Maggie Tucker were ?or a pumbgr of
years hard workers with these boys. It is hoped that someone reading this History
will come forth with precise information on the history of the Lxplorer project.

1971 OFFICERS

Pregident ~ Clyde Woolsey Treagurer - George Stephenson
Vice President = Bill Webb Cruise Master - Buddy Collins
Secretary - Margaret Tucker Members~at-Large Claude Terry
Newsletter Editor ~ Bronwyn Fowlkes Doug Woodward

In 1971 the club participated in races at Stone Mountain and on the Chatta-
hoochee in addition to trips on such opposing rivers as the Chattooga and
the Kinchafoonee and a camp-out at Chehaw State Park, Albany. The most unusual

there are bwo-man teams. One member paddles in the stern "while the other gtands'’
on the gunwales of the canoe with a well-padded jousting pole. Two teams pair
off and each tries to knock the other off his perch." Somehow no baqks were
broken as contestants fell across thwarts and gunwales.

1972 OFFICERS

President - Claude Grizzard Members-at-Large — Horace Holden
Vice-President - Jan Albitz Doug Woodward
Secretary - Forrest Cole Ex~Preg, = plyde Woolgey
Treasurer — Bill Crowly Newsletter Editor - Nancy Collins

% Another "first" in 1969 was the acquiring of our first Post Office Box.
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SWEETWATER CREEK, Sunday, November 21: This had originally been a Section III trip, but because
of lack of water and interest, it was re-routed to Sweetwater. There was no lack of water in
Douglas County — the gauge was reading 2.1. At 2.1, the creek was very pushy and offered
challenging Class IIT water, with the exception of the falls which was substantially above a
Class III. This was only my fourth trip down Sweetwater, and, as before, I was simply amazed
that this beautiful, challenging run is just outside the Atlanta perimeter and it is so rarely
paddled. I would really encourage those of you who are good Class III and above paddlers and
have never paddled Sweetwater to give it a try. I feel you will be pleasantly surprised as

I was last December on my first visit. For history buffs and non-paddlers, there is a good
hiking trail, approximately one mile in length, which passes the ruins of a Civil War textile
mill and ends at the falls. Our party consisted of Sally Burn and Peter Elkon, Jim Ruttenber
and Joan O'Connell, K-1; and Mark Rucker, Stan Landers, Jay Kessler and myself, C-10,————
Jerry Holladay.

On November 6, the day after the Asssociation's fall get~together, eight open
boaters cruised down the Conasaugas. More had signed up, but the Atlanta meteorologists!
predictions of a bitteirly cold day and the drop ins Atlanta~area water levels the week
before no douht combined to keep many paddlers home. But it had rained heavily in the
Cohutta Wildérness Area the week before, and temperatures hovered in the high 30's and
low 40's throughout the day. Moral: never, ever, let Atlanta weather forecasters
determine your paddling decisions, and don't (hardly ever) let fears of low water scare
you off a river.

The Conasauga is one of the clearest rivers we paddle, and a late fall trip always
includes the unigqgue beauty of the previous weeks' leaves clearly visible on the river-
bed, Additionally, the bottle gentian (Thanks for the identification, Tee) was in
gorgeous bloom, and visibility, both river and air, was unlimited. TIn all, & spectac-
ularly sesthetic trip. Lanier writes ("8ong of the Chattahoochee") of the "smooth
brook-stone'" which "did bar me of passage with friendly brawl." Only one unfriendly
brawl was recorded on this trip, but a full wet sult and quick recovery of the boat made
it not too uncomfortable for the paddler. Paddlers included John and Tee Brower on the
maiden voyage of their new Explorer, Mark Levine, Susan Levine, Jimmy Gunter, lLee
Graham, Richard Blews, and - Grant Tuckhardt

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE, Saturday, October 23 - - There had originally been scheduled a Fall
colors camping weekend on the Little Tennessee and the Tuckasegee for the October 23-24
weekend, but due to lack of interest the camping weekend was cancelled and the Upper Hooch
was substituted out 6f default. The temperature was a bit cool, but the run from Hwy.

115 to Duncan's Bridge was quite pleasant. There was some color in the trees, but nothing
dramatic. The gauge was reading 1.7, giving us scrapy but minimally acceptable water.

Our party consisted of Rich Cole, K-1; Dan & Elsie MacIntyre, C2-0; A.J. Cody, Jack Chambers,
and myself, open solo. Jack, who is from Memphis, TN., is not a club member, but his work
brought him: to-Atlanta for a-visit.. Jack, who paddles an open and a kayak, noted that there
is'notra’ lot of white water around Memphis. At lunch there was discussion of driving times
from Atlanta to various rivers. Poor Jack noted that the driving time from Memphis to the

Nantahala is 10 hours. If I were Jack, I'd be looking for a job in North Georgia.
Jerry Holladay.

Broad River, October 30.

' Normally the Broad River doesn't excite or interest me since I've
paddled it almost too many times. However, this trip was the exception. Nature
in her fall dress was dancing about and flirting with paddlers on a lazy
Saturday, the last of October. The reds of maples and sweetgums and the yellow
of povlars kept us entranced the entire way down the river, Even the flat,
dull stretches of the river were more of a joy to paddle. Oh yes, about the
trip, Well, we put-in as usual, no upsets at any of the rapids, had nice time
playing, and took out. Sounds uneventful, right? Well, no river trip is
concluded until hungry canoeists are fed, and we did such at the Swamp Gu
Just off Highway 72, where we ate all we could. This unuasal restuarant is a
highly recommended must at the end of a Broad River trip. Paddlers included
Nancy and Carlton Adams, Beth and Roger Nott, Bob McDonough and Jeannine,

and Bettina and Don George in C-20's; Marilyn Fordham and Charlie Burnett
in C~10's and Jim Farr in a C-1.

Don George




SOME NOTES ON SWEETWATER AND THE DOG. Frankly, I have been secretive about Dog River up 'til now. There are potential landowner problems,
and the water levels fluctuate so wildly that the Dog is either too low (most of the time) or too high (see article by David Ashley in this
issue). But since Sehlinger and Otey let the Dog out of the bag in their guldebook, it isn't exactly secret anymore, and some advice is in
order on water levels.

The Dog is about three streams southwest of Sweetwater Creek, and it also cuts its shoals through the same geological formations. But
vhile Sweetwater has a watershed of 266 square miles, roughly comparable to the Upper Hooch or to the Chattooga at the hwy 76 bridge, the Dog
has a watershed area of only 65 square miles. Because they are piedmont streams, Sweetwater and the Dog tend to spread out more than mountain
or transitional streams when they encounter resistant formations. I'1l skip the reasons for this; suffice to say that the water is spread
much more thinly in the shoals of the Dog than its average streamflow would lead a mountain paddler to expect. While the width of the rapids
and gradlent of the "best" section of the Dog are quite similar to those of the upper Hooch, the Dog has only a third of the watershed area,
aw is also in a less rainy part of Georgia. To get enough water for a decent run on the Dog, you have to reach the put-in immediately after
a one-inch rain, or no later than the next day after a two-inch rain. Watch the weather radar on TV, since a heavy thundershower hitting
Atlanta may have missed the dog entirely. And believe me, if you just trot on cut to the Dog in the spring, expecting that surely there will
be enough water to get by, you may be sorry. When the Dog is too low, it is miserable, worse than I have ever seen the Upper Hooch in a
drought. For too high, read David Ashley.

The usual run on the Dog Is from the hwy 5 bridge down to the hwy 166 bridge, a distance of about four miles. Someone has painted a
gauge on the hwy 5 bridge, but I don't yet know how to read it. Instead I recommend that you go to the southwest corner of the takeout bridge,
and walk down to look at the concrete apron between the bridge pillars. If the water is more than a foot below the bottom edge of the
concrete apron, the Dog will be too low even by Roger Nott's standards. If the water has just reached the -bottom edge of the apron, this is
the minimm for a really decent run. At this level, if you have someone to show you the way, you'll find the run very similar in difficulty
and character to the Upper Hooch when the latter is running. d)pggnlz.li T ol

Of course, when the water is above the apron, you'll need to probe with a paddle or stick to feel for the bottom edge. The highest
level & which I've run the Dog was with the water abowt a-foot above the apron edge. At that level, the Dog was similar in character to the
Upper Hooch at 3.0, except that the holes on the Dog already have more bite and holding power. I think this is because many ledges on the Dog
are straighter ard sharper. The highest level at which I would get on the Dog would be with water about two feet over the apron, at which
level I would expect conditions similar to the Ocoee except that some of the Dog's ledge type holes would have more holding power. Evidently
Ashley and friends had even more water than that.

The usual put-in for the Dog is directly in view of a suburban Douglas County residence. I'm concerned that the rather offhand
clothes- changing and bathroom habits of some paddlers will have that landowner calling the sherriff before too long. I strongly suggest that
you drive south on fwy 5 and turn right at the first little paved road. Keep turning right where applicable, and you'll come to a little
bridge about a mile upstream of hwy 5. There is a stone structure nearby, bt it was unirhabited at my last visit. Adding this section will
give you a few easy ledges at which to make a final decision about whether the Dog is absolutely too high. If sa, you can hitch- hike from
the hwy 5 bridge down to the takeout withowt and retrieve your other car. I have run the Dog from the second bridge above hwy 5, which makes
for a very pleasant 4 mile section with easy rapids. Because the Dog is narrower and less steep in this upper section, it may be tolerably
runnable when the ledges of the lower section are still too thinly covered.

But one's best alternative if the Dog is too low may be to drive back to Sweetwater. Although I have hiked both banks of Sweetwater,
and hopped from rock to rock over most of its great width at low water, 1 haven't yet paddled ft. One pieoce of essential advice: always read
the gauge. It is on the west bank a few hundred yards upstream of the put-in, just above the I-20 bridge. Sehlinger and Otey's guidebook
suggests a minimun level of 1.6, although you might pick your way through with less, especially below Factory Shoals where the river narrows
somewhat . They suggest a maximum of 2.3 for open boats and 3.0 for decked. Given my ability level (just adequate for the Ocoee and Chattooga
V), Imight be willing to chance Sweetwater as high as 4.0, if led by skilled and knowledgable paddlers. For levels higher than that, I've
heard some real horror stories. If in dowbt, drive around to the State Park and hike down to Factory Shoals. It shouldn't take you more than
a hour, and it oould save your boat or your life.

It is possible for Sweetwater to be too high and for the Dog to be too low. And paradoxically, if the Dog is too high inmediately
after a rainstorm, Sweetwater may sometimes be low enough to run for experts who act promptly. This is because of the great discrepancy in
watershed size ad rumoff rate. The Dog rises much more rapidly, and then runs off just as quickly, so that when the Dog has run down to be
too low to run, Sweetwater may still be rising toward flood stage. I must stress again that paddlers have always had trouble predicting and”
judging water level on these streams, resulting in some horror stories and mear-drownings.

You'll never see club trips scheduled on the Dog because there is no time of the year at which adequate water can be predicted. This
is true of many local runs: the upper Yellow, Big Creek, Sope Creek, Rottenwood Creek, etc. The only way a trip leader can approach it is to
offer something local far a given day, making decisions on the morning of the run. 1 have the sort of job where I can sometimes sneak off
right after a rainstorm, so if it looks the night before like storms will rouse the dog, give me a call and I'll put you on hold.

h a final note of whimsy, why is it that the little Dog is called a river, while big, dirty Sweetwater is called a creek? 1 suggest
renaming -them Stinkwater River and Canine (reek. ---Gary DeBacher r 17 " L Y ' SR " \
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THe GEORGIA CANOEING ASSOCIATION, INC.,
ITS FIRST DECADEX

(Part II)

Anna Belle Close ~ Historian

Early on, the Cruise Master was an important officer. He not only planned
vhat trips to take and when, but he was also responsible for soliciting leaders
and co-leaders, approaching the members he felt were adequate, not waiting for
volunteers. As time passed, a tentative trip schedule was outlined at a winter
Board meeting (perhaps its only meeting of the year), heanded to the Cruise Master

to seek out leaderg. By

the time your Historian became Cruise Master, far

heavier rivers were being run than she could participate on, so Clyde Woolsey
was asked to provide leaders for the Class III and IV rivers, as he was better
acquainted with those who ran these rivers. The two leaders sought to maintein
a balance each weekend between difficult and family-float rivers so that there
was almost always "something for everyone,"

"GCA HAS FIRST PLACE WINNERS AT 1968.CHAMPIONSHIP RACES!" read. the News~
letter headline of Volume II, No. 4, July 1968, issue. This was a race run in
Tennessee and Kentucky on a rigorous 30-mile course on the South Fork of the
Cumberland River~-cur firgt participation in racing. Aurelia and Payson Kennedy's
time was 5 hrs., 36 mins, 7 secs. Claude Terry who obligingly stopped IN A RACE
(weren't we casual in those days?) to pose for a photographer came in a half hour

later.

The trip recorded on the Chattooga in 1968 (that is, in the existing News~
letters) was on Section II. As our members became more daring and more highly
skilled, they ran Section III. Private forays next attempted Section IV, soloing
in open canoes; then dare of all dares-~tandem! But not for long, as the kayak
made its appearance one by one, and soon the club leadership was dominated by
kayakers. The GCA has never been quite the same. In 1982, in spite of
efforts to have more easy trips, they are fairly rare; it will apparently take

some doing to revive the

"family float."

The June 1968 Canoeing Safety Workshop was held at Camp Chattshoochee. GCA
Council Member Horace Holden hosted and conducted the Workshop with Ben Falmlen,
a GCA member and director of Water Safety of the American Red Cross asgisting.
Certifiactes were awarded to those taking the courge.

A "Quote of the Day" from a 1968 Newsletter sums up rather well the esprit
de corps of those days when most of us were beginners. It was made at the end
of the April 20 Upver Chattahoochee trip: "We felt a little bit bad when we
turned over first, but by the end of the trip it seemed the thing to do.”
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President ~ Claude Terry
Vice President = Charles
Treasurer ~ Lin McKnight

Secretary - Barbara Falmlen
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1969 OFFICERS
Newsletter Editor - Roy F. Adams
E. Smith**  Cruise Master - Clyde Woolsey
Member-at~Large - Bill Crawford
ExPresident - Payson Kennedy

* This material has been researched, for the mogt part, from club Newsletters
and Executive Board Minutes. Anyone remembering things differently is urged
to contact the Higtorian for -possible corrections in forthecoming Newsletters,

#% Charlie died of a heart attack in June. Extant records don't mention a re~

placement in office.
contact the Historian.

If anyone knows of an appointment pro tem, please

Rapd A @ BAFENSEA Serod aRhEERs e



