GEBSH) CANOEN G AT SSOCHITION, INC.

P. O. Box 7023, Atlanta, Georgia 30357

April, 1982 NEWSLETTER Vol. 17, No.3
Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.
WANT AD POLICY: Ads are "free" for GCA members selling used equipment only. For non-members, or for GCA members selling new equipment, there
is a 5 dollar charge. The editor does not take want ads over the phone; please type it up and send it to the above address.
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Contact the GCA membership chairperson, who currently is Oreon Mann, 100 Waverly Way NE,
Atlanta, GA 30307; phone 522-3469. The newsletter editor does such a rotten job at handling subscription problems that you are better off not
working with him at all.
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, 3110 Maple Drive NE
in Atlanta, near the intersection of Piedmont and Peachtree. Members and interested persons are welcome to attend. However, if you wish to

: submit any matters for discussion or vote, please call the president or vice president before the meeting so they can plan time on the agenda.
ARTICLES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS- HOW TO BE SURE YOURS CETS PRINTED. First, type it in a compact format, single-spaced, border to border (zero
margins) across the width of 8 1/2 by 11 paper. (However, if typing is not feasible or if your typewriter doesn't produce clear copy, then
double-space and send in a little early so I have time to retype.) Second, make the length fit the content. A good conservation or safety
article, or a really unusual trip report, might merit several pages, but a race announcement should not run over 10 lines. Third, if your
article or announcement is controversial, outrageous, or apparently irrelevant, call the editor at home (634-4651) and discuss it first,
Fourth, adhere to the copy deadline, the 15th of the month. Fifth, send copy to the editor's work address, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta,
GA 30322. RACE ORGANIZERS TAKE NOTE. I will not exerpt or condense out-of-state race announcements spread all over the page. All newsletter
editors would doubtless appreciate a more compact, succinct format for race announcements so these can be easily inserted into copy.

TRIP SCHEDULE: BOAT MOLDS FOR SALE
April 3 Upper Chestatee class III Doug Fortenberry  325-1805 378-4159 -Clo sale! ALl prices tiable.,
4 Etowsh class I-II Jerry Holladay H 688-1842
. --Kayak, canoe, C-1 and C-2 molds.
¥ 683-8970 Various sizes and designs
4-5 Okeefenokee Brown Trail, Stephen Foster to Craven's Hammock.

--FREE resin with purchase.
--Serious inquiries only!
----Call Bubba Crochet

Call well in advance. Limit is 6 boats = 12 people. Lou Rosswaag, 972-1315

10 Cooper's Creek class Il+++, technical Grant kahz:‘d:.a 3272;§§93 (work) 363-6414 (10am-7pm)
(1f insufficient water, will run Cooper's Creek on the first high water Sat. (home) 296-1521 (after Spm)
10 Tellico class III-1V Steve Holberg 633-4609
10 Alcovy River class 1-I1 Bettina & Don George 1-787-9548
" Wild Card class III-IV Peter Elkon 373-7535
17 Upper Soque Roger Nott H:1-536-6923 W:1-532-5410
17 Cartecay class II-1I1 Dennis Abernathy  H:1-967-6124
before 7 PM work: 945-4918
18 Nantahala class II-1II Drew Bittler 955-5287
18 Tesnatee-Chestatee class II (I1I) Bill Harris H:255-5977 W:252-3370
24-25 Little River (Sm. Mountains--similar to Tellico) Richard Lawrence 875-4314
24-25 Sequatchie canoe camping. Russ Koester 233-4093
24 Chattooga 1II class 11I-IV  Richard Blews H:993-8468 W:658-9477
25 Sweetwater Creek class III-1V Mark Levine 926-8683
May 1 Lower Amicalola (if access roads are OK) class III (IV)
David Ashley H:633-7296 W:656-3094 :
1 Broad class 1-II Polly Heyward 237-4503 ,.,::tﬁu > T ar N
2 Green (NC) class I-II+ Jerry Holladay H:688-1842 W:688-8970 vpbed #_ .. and this is my son’s room!”
(Some camping available at Holladay's brother's house) o
2 Chattooga 111 class III-IV  Jim Farr H:634-2272 W:221-2556

Qur cruisemaster is Jerry Holladay, and he's always glad to hear from people volunteering to lead trips. Call him at 668-1842.

Peter Elkon is impromptu trip chairperson. Call him if you're trying to get a trip together for the weekend, or hoping to join one.
STOLEN BOAT-- PHOENIX C-1. Bronwyn Fowlkes' C-1 was recently stolen from behind her apartment. This is the model which Phoenix officially
calls "Seemmn" but which fs known as a "slipper" by many paddlers. It is a rather low volume boat. In this case as with most boats sold by
Phoenix these days, the color is "natural", a tan transluscence.” But Bronwyn's boat had one distinguishing characteristic which will be
difficult for the thief to entirely obliterate. There are two diagonal stipes‘, fore and aft of the cockpit, made by applying patterned fabric
ribbon with polyester. They stand too high to be painted or taped over, and will leave scars if removed. The boat is in very good condition
but would not pass for new.




OCOEE STILL NEEDS WORK. Not the sort of work TVA is doing, but more work from the friends of the river. Some of you may be surprised to
learn that recreational paddling on the Ocoee is not a lost cause. But more letter writing is needed, as well as more contributions to the
Ocoee River Counoil. If all of us can make a second effort now, and plan to keep pushing until TVA is brought to heel, we can still succeed.
Please- read the page on the Ocoee elsewhere in this issue. --Ed. . o
CORPS OF ENGINEERS RECOMMENDS PURCHASE OF LOWER AMICALOLA LANDS WITH MITIGATION FUNDS FROM SAVANNAH RIVER PROXECT. David Ashley sent me a “Swu...
‘copy of the Corps document in which the purchase of lands presently owned by the City of Atlanta is recommended. These lands were orlginall?
acquired for a possible airport in Dawson County. They adjoin the lands which the State has already purchased from Mr. Harrington, and are”
needed to complete this valuable river park. The mitigation funds are not a special appropriation; they come as part of any project where
substantial fish and wildlife habitat is submerged by a reservoir. However, with the federal administration and congress in a budget-cutting
mood, the funds might not be allocated andd spent. Obviously it is in our best interest to see that this purchase goes through. I recommend
that you write your federal legislators, and perhaps Governor Busbee and Mayor Young, who may be able to help with this fssue. --Ed.. o

SAFETY NOTE: BOAT PAINTERS ) ¢

1 dislike thinking of the nimber of times I have been trying to rescue someone's water- filled canoe only to discover that there's no
painter to hold onto or that the painter is a five foot piece of 1/8 inch nylon rope which cuts your hand in half while you try to hold 1000
1bs. of boat and water in a fast current. v

Open boats should be equipped with 12-15 feet of 1/2 inch diameter polypropylene (uhich floats) rope painters at each end of the boat.
1 realize that a boat can be safely transported using thin nylon rope for tie- downs. However, that's not the point-- a boat with adequate
painters is mich easier and safer to rescue, portage, and to line through rapids. Frankly, 1've stopped trying to hold onto those boats with
inadequate painters. If people don't think enough of thelr boats to equip them properly, why should I risk injury trying to save them? How
about it, folks, after spending 5 to 7 hindred on a canoe, surely we can spring for another $10 and put decent and safe painters on it!

I realize that some folks are worried about becoming entangled in a long painter. One way to solve the problem is to wad it upn under
a plece of shock cord attached to the deck plate. I prefer to tie the painter to a seat or thwart with a slip knot. In the event of a spill,
I can run my hand along the gunnel and easily grab the painter. This is much easier and safer than trying to hold the deck plate, gunnel or
thwart. Moreover, in ten years I have never become entangled in the painter using this method. Come on folks, let's leave the painters on
the boats, not in the car! ---David Garrity, Safety Chairman

SORRY, FOLKS! This issue is late and a couple of series on river rights aid fast boats are not continueds I have been real busy, and now
that 1 have the time, the wozd processor has the hickups and needs several tries to get thmuqh printing each document. Enough for now. -Ed.

Men's Kayak, Women's Kayak, Single Canoe, Double Canoe, Mixed
Canoe. Top ten finishers in each class in reglonals will qualiy for
" finals. Endorsed by the National Slalom and Wildwater Committee
of the American Canoe Association.

Courses: Approximately 20 gates and 400-500 meters of rapids.

Dates: Southwest Regionals— Astroworld, Houston, TX—March 26
Western Regionals—Magic Mountain, Los Angeles. CA-—April 2
Southeast Regionals— Six Flags Over Georgia Atlanta, GA—April 23
Northeast Regionals— Great Adventure, Jackson, Nd— April 27
NATIONAL FINALS— Six Flags Over Georgia, Atlanta, GA—May 21

Prizes: Prizes in regional events for each class. Cash prizes for national finals.
Paddiers can retain amateur status by signirig ACA statement,

w

Contact whitewater or canoeing associations in these areas or

Four regional events and national flnals held on SIX Flags’ - public relations department at spectfic park for more detads
theme park’s man-made river rapids.

1982 SIX FLAGS WHITEWATER GRAN PRIX ’

Even after reading the accompanying ad, I cannot entirely believe this. It seems that Six Flags Over Georgia and a number of similar
parks around the coutry have actually constructed artificial rapids, which they ‘normally use to offer whitewater rafting rides to their
customers. And some group of enterprising paddlers and entrepeneurs have arranged a series of twenty gate slalom events to be held in these
parks! MNote that Atlanta will be the site of the Southeast Reglonals on April 23 and of the National Finals on May 21, Martha Fort, who
forvarded the ad to me, has suggested that iInterested GCA members may want to try for group rates, attend together and take along a picnic
lunch, Nobody on the GCA board has had a chance yet to try organizing such a deal; if you're real interested, check with Jerry Holladay early
in the month. Volunteer to lead a trip on a real river while you're at it. ---Ed.

SECRET CREEK Sunday, March 28. Only two boats showed wp for this trip, Bill Smith and myself. Some other folks called, but when I told them
I would probably run the Yellow River, they seemed to lose interest. Or perhaps they just couldn't deal with uncertainty. Well, I'm not
going to tell you what we really did run. I'll just say that you probably made one of the larger mistakes of your 1982 paddling season by not
showing up. People who settle for the Upper Hooch and the Broad get just what they deserve, plus a lot of unecessary driving. I will say that
we_saw a nice selection of rapids, including two class III's better than anything on the Hooch. Next time trust me a little more. --Ed.

WANTED: MAD RIVER ABS EXPLORER in good condition. Contact Jack Bottoms, Route 6, Box 363, Carrollton, GA 30117, Phone 1-854-8476.
[Actually, Jack, you ought to talk to Jerry Holladay. Mohawk now offers an ABS hull very similar to the Explorer for a very reasonable price.
It might be a few inches shorter and have a little less V in the bottom, but it is just as wide and deep. --Ed.]



Excerpts from the 3/3/82 Board meeting: Present at this month's meeting were
Mark and Susan Levine, Anna Belle and Bill Close, Bill Huffman, Jerry Holladay,
Oreon and Patti Mann, Roger Nott, Hoppy Eager, Grant Luckhardt, Karen Laber, Nancy
Wylie, David Ashley, and Peter Elkon. David Dostell and Debbie Harris from the
Atlanta Whitewater Club also attended. B

Plans for the Southeastern Race were discussed. The decked slalom will be on
Friday, open slalom on Saturday, and the downriver on Sunday. Hoppy Eager is our
race chairman this year and needs several volunteers to help set up and run the
program smoothly. David Dostell and Debbie Harris from the Atlanta Whitewater Club
offered assistance from their members, but since they are sponsoring some new races
this year, their assistance will be limited. If you are willing and able to help
with this year's race, please get in touch with one of the officers and express
the area of your interest.

Nancy Wiley discussed the 3/2/82 Chattahoochee River Coalition meeting at
which the new put-in was discussed. The Powers Ferry put-in will be closed this
spring and will be replaced by a new concession and put-in where the practice
slalom gates are presently located. It was suggested that Nancy urge the Coalition,
on behalf of the GCA, to move the proposed site further downstream to preserve

the slalom practice area.
A motion was made and seconded to renew the GCA membership with the Georgia

Environmental Council.

Membership renewals were discussed and several members have not yet renewed.
If you have not yet renewed and would like to appear in the 1982 directory, please
send your check to Oreon Mann along with the form enclosed in the February news-

letter.

CARTECAY RIVER, SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1982  For all you Johnny Beckman
Freaks, Cable Weather Vidiots and Listners to False Rain Makers,
REPENT!

Listen instead to the oracles Cayak and Kanoe, and enjoy, as a
few of us Believers did, some very dry (stormy weather) boating. The
wet conditions this particular day were in the river, with almost 2 1/2
feet on the ~are. Uhis made for some very playable and sometimes
prabby holes with most boaters finding themselves upside down at one
time or another. Even the dreaded last five miles had some nice surfing
weves and faster water than usual. This river must be great at three
feet. The only negative point in the trip came vhen a paddler flipped
at the top of the last big rapid and ran three blg holes out of his
antlég the kneeling position, Bad News! (Do canoist glways have to
knee

Someone in a group should scout a class three for obstructions
such as trees; which we did: But a person running the the river for
the first time should always get out and determine how the rapld
ghould be run before attempting i1t, no matter how good ‘the paddler 1s.
Any way the victim of this mishap suggested we name the raplid "Knee
Cap". TLast year I broke a kayak paddle in the same rapid while surfing,
80 how about "Broken Knee Cap Rapid"?

This accident brought to light another potentially serious problem
that needs our constant attention; an up to date, complete, and dry First
Ald Xit, The Ace Bandage Box was empty, we could have used Cold Spray,
and the contents were Wet.

Maybe we need a New Ammo Box or seal for same. We need a system of
upkeep for this important gear! : ,

Paddlers were; ‘ILEarnie Mancil C-1, Black Wheling C-1, Michael
Collier C-1-0, Dennis Abernathy K-«1, Oreon Mann C-1, And Gene Wilkes K-1

Gene Wilkes

FOR SALE Norse Canoe Paddle, EXCELLENT condition, .58" good length for
someone under 5'8" $%5,00 Gene Wilkes 874=-4270

FOR SALE Norse Kayak Paddle, left hand control 84" Like New
$60.00 Gene Wilkes 847=4270



No

,'Both sides in the trial had
valid complaints. But
when the Colorado Supreme
Court made its ruling, a
rancher won and river users
— from kayakers to fisher-
men-—TIost.

"The trouble began near

. Kremmling, Colorado. Since

" the late 1800s, a family

named Ritschard had owned

- a ranch along the Colorado
River in Middle Park. Like’
many other cattlemen, they
also. owned the river's bed.
But the water in the river
was public property. |

"*-In the midmorming of -

- July 3, 1976, a five-person .
tubing party, led by David
Emmert of Greeley, Col-
orado, came floating down
the river. When they crossed
the Ritschard property line,
Con Ritschard, the 68-year-
old patriarch of the family,

.had them arrested for tres-
passing.

Ritschard’s son Gene ex-
plained why: “Very few
people who floated through
our property ever gave us
trouble. But some were litter-
ing and building fires and
harassing our livestock. They
also tore down our fences
and made extra work for us.
By 1976, it got to where we

1 simply pay his $50 fine and

| tested the legality of the ar-

Trespassing

“wished in that water.

A %
A\ X7 {1\

Dredging up Medieval Doctrine

just didn’t want anybody
coming through.”

The Ritschards had had
many floaters arrested before
Emmert and party came
along. But unlike those other
trespassers, Emmert did not

go home. A lawyer, he con-

rest. He argued that the
stream was a public thor-
oughfare and that since the
water was public property,
the public could do as it

Eventually, the case
went to the state supreme
court. In 1979, the court
handed down its 5-2 deci-
sion. Citing a medieval doc-
trine of English common law
maintaining that the owner
of the ground surface owns
everything above it (since
modified to allow aircraft to
fly above property), it found
Emmert guilty of trespass-

%
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; black; new condition:

ing. The public right to the
water applied only to the
appropriation of that water
for consumption (irrigation
or drinking, for example)
and not for recreation, said
the court.

The ruling was handed
down too late to have much
ceffect on the 1979 boating
season in Colorado, but it is
expected to have a signifi-
cant impact on the upcoming
one. Even more importantly,
the case sets a precedent that
may eventually make life dif-
ficult for river users in other
states.

Says Fletcher Anderson
of the Colorado White Water
Association (CWWA): “"Few
rivers are entirely owned by
the public. This means that a
single landowner could shut
down a long section of river
if he happens to own prop-
erty in the middle of it. Or
he could make you pay for

'6;’ ./
i
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$400.00

call Hal: (404)688-7655 (o)

(4.04) 231-5367

(h)
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on Colorado Rivers
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the right to float across his
property.’”

In its ruling, the court
indicated that action by the
state legislature could effec-
tively nullify its own deci-
sion. Backed by Governor
Richard Lamm, groups like
CWWA had planned to
lobby for just such a rever
sal. But, Anderson said, “we
realized that the legislature
— which is mainly Republi-
can —is heavily intluenced
by the cattlemen’s lobby.
We thought we’d just make
things worse by forcing
the issue.”

Greg Long, the assistant
district attorney who prose-
cuted the case, thinks that
is a mistake: “The general
trend has been to open pub-
lic access to rivers, not close
it. If recreational interests go
into the controversy with a
spirit of compromise and a
positive attitude, they can
change the ruling. They
might not get it changed
immediately, but they could
after several years.”

In the meantime, boat-
ers might do well to carry fat
wallets on their trips—and
to get out pen and paper and
start writing legislators.

. —J.B.

v
-




RANDOM NOTES ON TRIP LEADING: These somewhat disorganized comments are being written to
encourage club members who have never led a G.C.A. trip to consider volunteering to lead

a trip this year and to dispense other randam information about trip leading. At one time
I was under the impression that you had to be an absolutely superb, expert, hard core
paddler to be a trip leader, but I discovered that is not the case. To lead a trip it is
not required that you be competent in Class IV water; you simply must be campetent on the
level you are paddling and, of course, familiar with the route you are paddling. In May
of 1980 my son was born and I, thus, did not paddle much that year. To force myself to get
off my duff and paddle, I began leading trips in '8l. I had not previously led any trips.
Leading these trips dispelled many of my preconceived notions about needing to be a world
class racer before leading trips. You can be a regular, normal person and lead trips. I
would suggest that leading trips requires minimal effort on your part and is alot of fun.
In organizing trips you talk to people about paddling, get to know the people you are pad-
dling with better and you make friends. This year I have the privledge of acting as cruise
master (which sourds like a dirty word, but is not), and I would encourage you to take the
plunge, like I did last year, and try out trip leading. Previously some members have been
critical of the trip schedule in that flat water trips are almost never scheduled, but I
would point out that the reason they are not scheduled is because no one volunteers to lead
flat water trips. I will schedule any trip a member desires to lead, be it Lake Burton or
the Gauley, but there must be volunteers before there can any trips. The G. C. A. should
not be, as I have heard it jokingly referred to, the Atlanta Canoeing Assoc. I would
strongly encourage those members in middle and south Georgia to begin leading trips,
especially overnight camping trips, in those areas. As to the duties of a trip leader,
they a generally set forth in the Guide Book, and, presumedly, most of you have been on
club trips and know the basic trip format. Safety is, of course, a prime consideration.
The trip leader must insure that everyone who is on his trip has the competency to be there.
A throw rope and first aid kit should be taken on every trip. I am in possession of the
club's, and they can be picked up fram myself if needed. T could ramble on but feel a need
to cut it off. Please give me a call: home-688-1842; work-688-8970. Jerry Holladay

CHATTOOGA III - Sunday, Feb. 28, 82. Only four (fool) hardy souls turned up for this venture,
held on the heels of an ice storm. However, the weather was fairly tolerable - 35-40 degrees,
cloudy, no wind and the river at a comfortable level of 2.2 (downstream). This trip was a
fairly rare event with snow on all the slopes, and only one other party on the river, which
left ahead of us and we didn't see after the put-in. All in all, it was a beautiful winter
day on Section IIT1. Swims occurred only at the customary places - Second Ledge and Bull
Sluice, and both swimmers at Second Ledge demonstrated excellent self-rescue technique. Two
out of three runs of the Bull were successful. Enjoying the trip were Jim Farr, Lewis Jacob
and Stan Landers in opens, and myself in C-1.

David Ashley

BROAD RIVER FEBUARY 13, 1982 Enders on the Broad? Yes indeed,,
providing there's high water such as we had; and in the first rapid
too. The hole is on river left just below the forst drop; so bring
your decked boat for this one.

Some people expressed concern that the Broad wouldn't be enough
of a challenge. But we found the high water Broad quite different
from the Broad we normally use as training ground for novices. We
found lots of perfect surfing waves, the kind you can twirl your pad-
dle over your head in, if you feel like Hot-Dog fever is coming on,
and a few boat eating holes. All of us ate it in one hole except for
one guy who sneeked that particular area.

The best part? We were the only paddlers on the river!

Paddling were Andy Younce K-1, Barnie Mancil C-1, Jerry Holliday C-10,
Mark Levine C-10, and yours truely...eeeeeess.ee.CGene Wilkes K-1

Dear -GCA, Norm, Chris, Maria, Astrid, and Tony Reynolds will be living at a new
address effective 3/30/82, Anyone coming to Maine and needing a place to crash
will be most welcome.I got a lot out of the GCA while we were in tlanta, and I
hope to be able to return the favor, so y'all come, ya hear. We are at this address
28 ‘Winding Way, North Windham, Maine, 04062, Phone: 207; 892;2661. Paddling
season up here runs from July 24 thru Aug 7. . It"s been real. Norm Reynolds



HELP MAKE OUR 1982 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY THE BEST YET

1- Renew early to make sure that your name is included.

2~ Submit your best photos for publication. High contrast black and white or
color prints are preferred, however, transparencies can be used. Trust me,
akl photos will be returnad.

3- Submit your ideas for a cover design.

4~ Place an Ad or help solicit advertising. Contact me for details.

Submit photos, designs, etc. to: Mark Levine, Directory Editor
. , N o 4466 Bay Court
Duodtine s \J\m\ LS VA Marietta, GA. 30066

P.S. Extra copies of our three year Guidebook or of the 1981 Membership
Directory are available. Cost is only $1.50 each. Send orders and
checks to the above address or to the GCA post office box.

YOU ARE URGED TO ATTEND a RIVER CONSERVATICN committee meeting, 7:30 p.m. Weds., 2pril 14, 1982,*
if you are interested in doing samething positive to save our rivers. Conservation Commlttee
Chairman Nancy Wiley chaired a planning meeting 3-15-82 as was publicized in the March Newsletter.
The response was rather underwhelming: three people showed. We had a great deal we wanted to do:
(1)work to pass legislation in Ga. to create a Riparian Property Tax Exemption Program similar to
that recently enacted in Oregon to give land ownersan incentive voluntarily to keep river banks in
their natural state; (2)assist the Ocoee River Council, which is presently $18,000 in debt, raise
money and gain legislative support to preserve paddling on the Ocoee (See article elsewhere in
this issue on the Ocoee's status.); (3)engender popular and Congressional support for the U.S.
Government to purchase the Dawson Co. Forest from the City of Atlanta as recammended by the Corps
and thus protect the Amicalola, lower Etowah and Shoal Creek; (4)promote support for the inclusion
of the Ogeechee R. in the Wild & Scenic Rivers System as is being presently studied. The list
could be much longer (e.g. Broad R. dam, Altamaha, acid rain, Ga. Scenic Rivers Act, River Access
Program). I believe we have many people in the G.C.A. who are deeply interested in preserving
our rivers. Yet every year we are loosing them, either quickly and entirely as with the Savannah
above Clark Hill Iake, or slowly to destructive development as on the Upper Chattahoochee and
Chestatee. If we don't do something effective now, what will be left for our grandchildren? We
can't wait for the "other guy" to do samething. If River Conservation is going to happen in Ga.,
we will have to mount a planned, coordinated,popular, ongoing effort on many fronts. If you can
spare a few hours from time to time & can bring experience and/or enthusiasm for mounting a citizen
action campaign for river conservation, PLEASE COME if possible April 14 or at least call Nancy
Wylie and volunteer to help (Home tel.-256-1172). A little bit of coordinated effort ‘from many
individuals can have a major impact. Our rivers need you now before it's too late.
*MEETING PIACE: GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS, Rm. 407, 3110 Maple Dr., “Aflanta 30305
Time: 7:30 p.m., Weds., April 14, 1982
DIRECTIONS TO GA. CONSERVANCY - Maple Dr. is near Buckhead, one block east of Piedmont Rd., off
Peachtree Rd. going south towards E. Paces Ferry Rd. Conservancy Hdgts. are near Joe Dale's Ca-
jun House (sometimes awatering hole for some GCAers after meetings). Roger Nott, President

TRIP REPORT

Day/Date..cececscccesan ... Sunday, February 21, 1982
RiVEr..ccoseseeseeea-sa.. Upper Chattahoochee (Hwy. 115 to Duncan Bridge)
Water Conditions......... 2.6 cn the 115 guage and clean; Water temperature— 46°
Weather Conditions....... 58°, sunny, clear and breezy
Participants/Craft:
C-l....ceeveeesee. Black Wehling
Kayak.veeveeeeaa.. Ann Kirk, Leroy Robbins, Dennis Abernathy, Rich Cole
Tandem Open....... Barclay Fouts and Phil Clark, Stan and Butch Landers
Solo Open......... Jay Kessler, Monte Smith, Richard Blews, Bill Jones,
Eddie Donald, Ben Fouts, Susan Levine, Mark Levine
Disasters or Incidents... None
CommentsS..csseeeeeesssess Good Run you guys!

Mark Levine, Trip Leader



CANOES FOR SALE: This year I shall again attempt to be a canoce dealer.
Indian River fibergldss, 16'-$245; 17'-$260.

rver
coundil

Route 1, ® Ocoee, Tennessee 37361 ¢ Phone (615) 338-8619

Congressman Duncan Considering Bill to Save Ocoee Recreation

Representative John Duncan (R-TENN.) is considering
introducing a bill that would mandate TVA to return water
to the riverbed 100 days/year without "user fees". While
our first position is that the Ocoee project with its 1913
wooden flume is unnecessary and ill-conceived, we urge you
to write Congressman Duncan, expressing support for the bill.
Write: The Honorable John Duncan, U.S. House of Representatives,
2458 Rayburn Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20515.

What's wrong with TVA's user fee plan

TVA wants to charge outfitters nearly $270,000 annually for
82 days of water releases. The rest of the year water will
be diverted around the riverbed through the wooden flume
line wiping out 4.5 miles of prime whitewater.

This plan requires 70,000 commercial customers per year to
pay $3.75 per head. There are currently about 40,000 commercial
customers in a 210 day season. Since one~fourth of the 82

day schedule approved by the Board is between October 1 and
May 1, it's inconceivable that the plan would ever succeed.
This is the TVA version of planned obsolescence.

Don't be the last one on your block to do something.

Take five minutes for the Ocoee.. Simply express ypur suppprt for:
legislation to preserve whitewater recreation on the Ocoee,

Write: Congressman John Duncan, 2458 Rayburn Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20515

"Your Senator", U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510.

"Your Congressman", U.S. House of Representatives, Wash. D.C. 20515

Attend the 1982 Ocoee River Festival, August 14th, Ocoee, Tenn,

Contribute to the Ocoee River Council. Because over 30% of our
funds are used for lobbying. contributions are not tax deductible.
ORC is a nonprofit corporation chartered for the purpose of
preserving recreation on the Ocoee.

ABS Mohawks for resale at $435. Jerry Holladay, h-688-1842; w-638-8970.

EAYAX FOR SALE

PERCEPTION QUEST - ZXCELLINT COnDITLO... . 5.0
ONLY 3 MONTHS, CALL MIK®E LEFKOVE = 955-2505 or
256-2408.
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If there is interest, I can purchase 16'
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Corps Projects Deauthorized

A milestone in river conservation history was reached
in the closing moments of the first session of the 97th
Congress. Tenwater projects including subjects of major
controversy for décades were deauthorized. The huge
Dickey Dam, part of the Dickey Lincoln Project in
Northern Maine is no longer on the Corps’ agenda. This
dam would have been larger than Egypt's infamous

Aswan Dam and would have drowned over 200 miles of .

rout stream on the St. John River and its tributaries.

The Meramec Park Dam in Missouri, Helm and Lincoln
Dams in lliinois, Big Blue and Clifty Creek Dams in
Indiana, the Delmarva Waterway in Delaware, Maryland
and Virginia, the lllinois River Duplicate Locks project,
and Sixes Bridge Dam in Maryland were all taken off the
books.

The Meramec Park Dam would have ruined some of our
nation's most beautiful caverns, including the spectacular
Onondaga Cave, it would have drowned the lovely
Meramec River and its outstanding smallmouth hass
fishery, and it would have wiped outan area which is rich

in springs and in archeological sites. The Corps of -

Engineers really was grabbing at loose strings to justify
the dam: the largest category of recreational benefits
were claimed for peopie coming to sightsee at what the
Corps had built. . o

Lincoln Reservoir in Hlinois would have damaged the
state’s leading candidate for scenic river status, the
Embarras River. The barge lobby was also pushing the
gigantic $900 million Illinois River Duplicate Locks Project
in order to continue turning the Upper Mississippi River
Basin into a network of superhighways for barges. This
deauthorization constitutes a major victory in protecting
the resources of the Upper Mississippi Basin.

The Sixes Bridge Dam on Maryland’s Monocacy River
was one of 32 dams originally proposed by the Corps of
Engineers for the Potomac River Basin. Effective organi-
zation by farmers, landowners, and conservationists was
decisive in bringing a dam on this pastoral stream to a
halt. ’ ;

One significant project—the Lafayette Dam on Wildcat
Creek—was taken out of the bill at the request of Rep.
John Myers (Indiana) who is the ranking Republican on
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Development, Myers is an unabashed advocate of big
spending on water projects and has part of the Lafayette
Reservoir in his district. This was & crushing blow to the

many citizens who had fought to stop this dam and to
Congressman Fithian who has led the fight on water
project deauthorizations and who has most of the Lafayette
project in his district.

In total over $2.5 billion ‘worth of environmentally
damaging canals and dams were eliminated. Never before
has the Congress been willing to deauthorize controver-
sial water projects. But through the right combination of
circumstances we were able to move the bill (S. 1493)
through, and President Reagan signed it into law.

Now that the ice has been broken we need to move
forward with another series of deauthorizations in 1982.
Let us know your nominations.

Rivers Program
Saved—for Now;
State LWCF Lost

Legislation appropriating funds for the Department of
the Interior for fiscal 1982 was sent to the President just
before Congress recessed. Since the bill includes an
additional 4% across-the-board cut from what was origin-
ally passed, it is expected to be signed. Included is
$877,000 (before 4% cut) for policy and planning for rivers
and trails. This is less than half of the fiscal 1981 budget
for the program, but still an obvious contrast to the total
elimination of the program proposed as part of the
Administration’s additional 12% cut proposal of late
September. _

Roughly $1 million for conduct of specific Congression-
ally authorized river and trail studies was not a target of
the budget ax, and is in the bill. Our understanding,
however, is that both the policy and planning and the
specific study programs are slated for extinction by fiscal
1983 plans. Our work is clearly cut out for us just to
maintain a national wild and scenic rivers program. If the
National Park Service or the former Heritage Conserva-
tion and Recreation Service have done good things for
rivers in your area be sure to let park Service Director
Russ Dickensen (D.C. 20540) and your own Congres-
sional delegation know about it in the coming months.

The big shock of the 1982 Interior Appropriations Bill is

‘that it includes no funds for the state side of the Land and

Water Conservation Fund. The LWCF is used to fund both
conservation land acquisition by federal agencies and
50/50 matching grants to states for parkland acquisition
and development. Traditionally the House has proposed
putting most of the funds in the federal side, while the
Senate has proposed putting mostin the state side,anda
relatively even balance was agreed to in conference.

‘Well, the rug got pulled out from tradition—and state
grants--when Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
Chairman James McClure (R-ID) simply accepted the
smaller total House proposal instead of pushing the $100
million” federal-$100 million state appropriation passed
by the Senate. The resultant roughly $150 million for
federal agencies is quite good on that score considering
the strong campaign by Interior Secretary Watt to haltall
federal parkiand acquisition.

But the tolal lack of funding for grants to the states
(50/50) is a very serious setback. Most.state park and
recreation, and fish and wildlife agencies depend very
heavily onthe LWCF grantsand are facing major-cutbacks
from their own state budgets. Sadly the first items
sacrificed at times like this are usually new area projects
and less traditional programs such as river preservation.

House Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Sidney
Yates (D-Il.) suggested that the state-side cutoff would be
only a one year moratorium, but it will be very difficult to
provide funds for “new” programs in fiscal 1983. This will
be critical, however, as two years without funds could
mean the end of the program. Get in touch with your state
program people now to develop a strong cooperative
effort to reinstate the LWCF grants and to make sure they
do not cut vital programs in the interim.



