GEvesry CANOENE ASsT? 770N, /VC. Jﬁgé\

P. O. Box 7023, Atlanta, Georgia 30309

August, 1981 NEWSLETTER Vol. 16, No.7
Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322,
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easler for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF SEPTEMBER AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.

TRIP SCHEDULE ;

August 1 Middle Chestatee class I-II (III) Jerry Holladay H: 688-1842
W: 688-8970
1-2 Hiwassee camping weekend. Jimmy Gunter 974-8681
Etowah class I-II Mark Levine 926-8683 y
8 Ocoee River Festival-- see announcement elsewhere in this issue.
8 Lower Ocoee family float. Class I, 10 miles, from below last dam to hwy 411. /
Cary DeBacher ~ 634-4651 /
9 Ocoee class III-IV OPEN BOATS ONLY Dave Garrity 377-7850

(DeBacher may run Ocoee in C-1 Sunday; competent decked boaters are welcome.
We'll hide behind the rocks and laugh at the opens.)

15 Upper Chestatee class I1I+  Doug Fortenberry  378-4159 P
15 or 16  Nantahala -Trip leader needed. Call M. Levine, 926-8683 1
15 and/or 16 Possible river hike on Jacks, Conasauga, or section I Chattooga. Expect to Y
do a bunch of wading. Call DeBacher (634-4651) if interested.
C
22 Cartecay or alternate class II-III Mark Levine 926-8683 " \ gGlTOS)
23 Ocoee class III-IV Peter Elkon or Sally Burn 373-7535
22-23 Another possible river hike. Maybe Three Forks. Gary DeBacher, 634-4651
29 Chattooga III class III-IV  Norm Reynolds 455-3498
30 Hiwassee I-II+, 10 boat limit Ron Skelton 393-8764

Our cruisemaster is Mark Levine, and he's always glad to hear from people volunteering to lead trips. He also has GCA T-SHIRTS AND CLUB
LuGDS for sale. Call him at 976-8683

STOLEN: RED OC-1-BLUE HOLE CANOE,SERIAL NUMBER 4326. FRONT SEAT BROKEN, CENTER BLOCK INSTALLED, BOAT SCUFFED AND SCRATCHED BUT UNDENTED. IF
YOU SEE THIS BOAT, CONTACT LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES OR CALL ANDY YONCE AT HOME (971-1881) OR AT WORK (955-6400).

THE GREAT TVA SHELL GAME CONTINUES-- TVA PROPOSES TO PLACE OCOEE ACCESS IN THE HANDS OF CONCESSIONAIRES.

The story up until now: Prior to 1976, water ran in the Ocoee river bed only in time of flood or for two weeks in September when TVA
shut down the wooden flume (vintage 1913, and Bth engineering wonder of the world) for repairs. Then the old flume broke down irreparably,
and generous amounts of water came rushing down the riverbed whenever TVA was generating power upstream at Ocoee powerhouse number 1. With
four miles of glorious class III and IV whitewater running dally, recreational boating skyrocketed, and a burgeoning commercial rafting
industry started pumping hundreds of thousands of dollars into the local economy and taxbase.

So when TVA annonced their intention to rebuild the flume, there was instant opposition. Paddlers argued that with modern construction
‘and interest costs, the project might never pay for itself, and that a valuable recreational resource would again lie dormant. So TVA held
some meetings and did some calculations, and lo and behold! --even after underestimating the effect of inflation on construction costs,
ignoring predictions that TVA will have a net power surplus by the end of the century, under-valuing the economic value of river recreation
and using an absurdly low interest rate to calculate the cost of borrowing tax money for the project, TVA had to admit that their own_ figures
predicted that the greatest economic benefit to the public would occur if they turned the water loose for paddlers on about half the weekends
of the year. Nothing whatsoever was said at the time about any need to reimburse TVA for lost power revenues.

That episode was entitled "Across the Board and Under the Table." In the next episode, "Never Give a Sucker an Even Break," TVA
blithely announced that unless Uncle Sam paid the mortgage on their lost power revenues, they were going to tie Ocoee paddlers to the tracks
and walk away sneering. I'm sure TVA wasn't a bit surprised when Congress refused to appropriate five million dollars. Then TVA said, “Sorry,
folks. You know we would LOVE to run water for you on weekends, but Ocoee Number Two is a single purpose project, for power generation only.
So we can't run that water unless someone pays us for lost power revenue,"

And now the current episode, "Let's You and Him Fight," is playing local theatres, usually on a double bill with another great hydro
sting operation, "Chinatown." It opens with a successful preliminary lawsuit by the Ocoee River Council. (Careful, hobbit fans--- this time
the ORCs are on our side.) The judge agreed with the plaintiffs that TVA had not acted with good faith in setting forth its environmental
impact statement, and more important, directed that they could not regard the project as single-purpose, and must reconsider running water for
recreation wlthout imposing the requirement that all lost power revenues be reimbursed. Or something like that. What 1 heard the judge
saying, even here in the back of the theatre, was, "TVA, find a way to realize the maximum good for the public, which by your own admission
means recreational paddling on weekends, and stop trying to weasel out of it by insisting on reimbursement."



Sooo TVA asnounced, on rather short notice, that its July 14 Board meeting in Murphy, NC would include preliminary discussion of a
proposal to take competitive bids for the access rights to the Ocoee. The winning outfitter would get to charge everyone else for access and
would reimburse TVA for power from the profits. Of course this would leave cutfitters fighting with one another and with private paddlers for
access to something which, by natural law in the theological sense, cannot by its essence be owned by anyone. And just so that everyone could
fight everyone else, TVA had passed the word around that if "those city paddlers” had their way, flume construction would stop, 240 odd
construction workers would be laid off, there would be local: povVer brownouts, and Blue Ridge Lake would be dta:lned dry to meet the insatiable
demands of whitewater enthusiasts.

Bldrwethrwghtheheatmthewaybothat meeting, 1 expected to find only the board and a couple-dozen paddlers, the latter being
forced to sit through board discussion of all sorts of other motions before getting around to the Ocoee. Instead I found a Jam-packed Media
Event complete with two TV cameras. Ocoee discussion was right at the head of the list, after TVA acknowledged a sort of historical
engineering award for a pioneering 1930's pumped storage project. (They couldn't expect an award for the flume. Besides the fact that it
isn't currently in existence, TVA didn't build it in the first place. They inherited it from a power company. But I digress.) I recognized
plenty of paddlers, but who were all these other people? This became quite clear as discussion of the proposal began.

And here 1 must cease being facetious, because it is important for us to understand our opposition, especially when it arises because
our own position and intentions have been distorted. So I will try, from memory, to recount what was said and who said it.

The current TVA hoard chairman first acknowledged the court decision, but made it clear in so many words that while they were bound by
that decision to reconsider the issue, they felt free to come to the same conclusion (reimbursement or nothing) if they so chose. Then TVA's
power person set forth the argument that reconstruction of the project would be amply justified because nuclear and fossil fuels will inflate
greatly in real dollars, while hydro power costs are very low once a project is in place. He neglected to mention that it is costing more per
kilowatt of generating power to restore the flume than to complete TVA's latest nuclear plants, which are clearly no bargain. He also
neglected to explain why the flume itself (unlike some of the supporting structures) is being built again of wood, of yellow pine with tongue
and. groove joints. Is this a serious engineering effort, or restoration of an antique treasure?

I'm not sure I have the order of the speakers right--- I was standing just outside the rear door and straining to hear as people wormed
their way in and out of the packed and stifling meeting room. I think the next to speak was a PR rep from the Conoco division which operates
the mines and chemical works at Copperhill. He cited the need for power for jobs and homes, and pointed out that since the demise of the
flume in '76, the Copperhill area had experienced some serious intermittent power shortages during peak use hours in the summer, because of
the Inadequacy of the transmission lines from Appalachicola. He neglected to mention that those brownouts didn't occur during weekends, when
water would be run for recreation; or that increasing the capacity of transmission lines would be a lot cheaper than tebullding the flume,
since TVA already has plenty of power in their network.

Then a quy stood up who sounded like Johnny Paycheck, but affected to be very fond of his job rebuilding the flume. He kept saying
that he was just a country boy who couldn't understand all these issues, but what about the local people who needed the jobs provided by this
project? And he got some noisy applause, but he didn't say how many of the men working on the flume were actually born and raised in the
area, or to what extent this project and the small increment of hydro power regained by it would benefit the area once the contractor leaves.
There've been studies done which show that hydro power projects of the commoner sort (dams and lakes) displace local folks and in the long run
benefit primarily a few land speculators and outsiders. Of course county comissioners often don't mind, as long as the tax base increases
somehow.

A woman from the local county commission spoke, and she seemed genuinely impressed by the economic importance of whitewater recreation
on the Ocoee; nor did she seem upset by the fact that this recreation industry was founded, in part, by "outsiders." She hoped to see the
recreation continue, but said that the energy needs of the region must take precedence.

Another speaker represented an organization of landowners and business people around Blue Ridge Lake, which is the lake behind TVA's
Ocoee Murber 1. The lake was way down, he said, and vacationers were staying away in droves. Motor boaters were tearing off their props on
stumps in the shallows. Why, he asked, couldn't TVA put more value on recreation? Why couldn't more water be kept in that lake? In valuing
recreation as highly as power, he seemed to be sort of an ally. But then I realized what he might really be saying, that if TVA would just
quit rumning water for those paddlers on weekends and leave it in the lake, his group wouldn't have such problems.

‘David Brown of ORC spoke, reading a prepared statement like some of the others. He noted that paddlers had been given very little
notice of the meeting, and that TVA had agreed to-and then cancelled a previous meeting requested by ORC. He. recounted all the arguments ORC
has published previously against rebuillding the flume, duly noting TVA's duplicity in recommending weekend recreational releases in the
Environmental Impact Statement without ever mentioning the issue of reimbursement for lost power. Dave said that ORC's own studies of water
releases in the years before and after flume breakdown showed that TVA was not running any more water on weekends than they would normally, so
that the paddling industry was in no way reponsible for low water in Blue Ridge Lake. He then questioned whether TVA had any right or legal
precedent to limit access to a river as would be necessary to charge a user's fee. He also objected to TVA's proposed negotiations on this
issue prior to final settlement of ORC's lawsuit.

And as I listened to Dave, I suddenly realized how cleverly TVA had been politically one-upping our position. By going through their
song-and- dance about recreational water on weekends during EIS discussion, without mentioning reimbursement, they blunted opposition to the
project at the early stages when it would have been the most effective. Once the project was duly authorized, of course a lawsuit was almost
the only recourse, since the project was fast- a-building and court is the best place to put a limit on smooth bureaucratic double-talk. But
a judge can't just say, "Run recreational water for free on weekends," since this would be tantamount to legislation. So instead he says, "You
didn't play fair on these issues, so do a fair reconsideration or I may require that you stop the project." Then TVA does two things. First
they take advantage of the (unfortunately somewhat hypothetical) threat of the project being stopped to stir up counter-pressure on
legislators from various groups who think they will lose if the flume is rot rebuilt. And at the same time TVA tries to hustle outfitters
into agreeing to a full reimbursement plan, so that they will either have a capitulation agreement to present to the judge, or can claim that
we are refusing to work with them.:

There is unfortunately no direct antidote for this kind of poisonous PR. All we can do 1s to keep writing our legislators and public
officials, Stressing the personal value of the Ocoee to us and the economic value of the recreation industry on the river. It is especially
impoctant that each letter stress the point that TVA's own environmental impact statement recommended weekend water releases for recreation
because this would bring the greatest economic benefit to the public. By insisting on unworkable reimbursement schemes, TVA is saying that



they refuse to run the project for the greatest public benefit unless someone pays them a lot of extra money to do it.

And ORC needs more contributions to carry on the battle on the legal front. Look at it this way: you can pay ORC now, or pay TVA
later. The paddling comunity is still not making an adequate response, financially or politically, on this issue, and this is especially
true for the great uwashed masses of private paddlers. The commercial outfitters and enlightened equipment manufacturers like Perception
have been carrying our load for us.

Finally, don't let TVA sucker you into accepting the principle of the "fairness" of full reimbursement of power costs through users'
fees. There is not one single example of recreation on Federal lands where all public costs are recovered through users' fees. Suppose that
you had to pay a fee to visit a wilderness area which was adequate to reimburse lost timber and mining revenues? That would really reserve
wilderness for an elite! Suppose that instead of charging 52 a night for USFS campgrounds, they charged enough to cover all the costs of
providing these to the public. Most people simply couldn't afford to camp, and the public benefits of that portion of USFS recreation
programs would never be realized. TVA is also required to spend a little bit of money and land for public recreation, and again there is not
one single case where they recover costs through users' fees. To make recreation on public rivers, mountains and forests contingent on
complete reimbursement through users' fees would make most of our existing federal recreation enterprises unworkable, and reserve the
remainder for the well-to-do. --Ed.

MORE JAWBONING ON JAWBONE. I received a letter from David Ashley, protesting, quite justly I must admit, my poking fun at him for a couple of
near-or -not-so-near collisions in the middle of Jawbone on section IV of the Chattooga. I should not have implied that he was deliberately
negligent or inconsiderate, since as I shall outline in a moment, running Jawbone poses certain traffic problems which can only be solved by
the paddling group as a whole.

David discussed these incidents with the GCA executive board, and the board took the "standard" position that it was his responsibility
to yield the right of way to paddlers heading downstream through the rapid. Some members did suggest some ways that paddlers coming down the
first approach could eddy out higher up to check to see whether a paddler was preparing to exit from the big eddy on river left; see Norm
Reynolds' comments below. In thinking back to my own experiences running Jawbone, I remember feeling some anxiety as I peeled out of the left
eddy because I couldn't get an adequate view of upstream paddlers or be certain that one of them would not start down at the same time that I
started to exit. Fortunately, in the groups I have paddled with, there was an unwritten understanding that each paddler would clear the
entire rapid before the next one started down. )

Now it is necessary that any group running Jawbone (except perhaps experts imitating team slalom racing procedures) have a system for
ensuring that only one boat is out and moving in the rapid at one time. This is because it is vital that the person with the throw rope at
the bottom not have to worry about two boats at once. Flips occur in this rapid both to boats trying to get into the left eddy and to boats
which have exited to run the remainder. Either way, a swimmer runs the risk of getting washed under Hydroelectric Rock, a potential killer.
Unlike Corkscrew and Crack, there is no quiet pool before Hydroelectric. The person with the rope needs a clear shot and plenty of time to
recover the rope to cover the next paddler.

For larger groups, the best system is to post a spotter on the bank next to the left eddy. He will have a good view of the entire
rapid, and can use the arm signals for "stop" and “come ahead" to signal boaters when it is safe to start down the approach. He can also warn
a boater in the eddy if someone starts down unannounced. For a small group, the paddler in the left eddy can give a good long "stop" signal
if he is about to peel out, or a "come ahead" signal if he intends to sit in the eddy for a longer period of time. Again, I feel that it is
best to have just one boat in the eddy, so normally the upstream paddlers should wait until each boat has cleared the entire rapid and the
rope is rewound and ready. If a group puts the entire responsibility for decisions on the shoulders of whoever is in the left eddy,
unfortunate incidents are bound to happen sooner or later, even if they do not stem from near collisions. Just as in air traffic control,
there has to be some system to coordinate things. ---Ed.

More on the Jawbone Saga: A bit of fun has been had in this publication with some
accidents that have occured during the last % year in Section IV of the Chattooga.
Unfortunately, not everyone has seen the humor in 1it, and when you get right down
to it, it really isn't funny. At our 7/1/81 board meeting we discussed these two
accldents, and came up with some suggestions that might keep some future paddlers
from swimming through Jawbone. One is that the paddler coming down the entrance

to the rapdd can eddy out on river right, and then ferry over to the customary eddy
on river left, This glves that person and people in the left eddy plenty of time
to see what the other is doing. The other is that when you are peeling out of the
river left eddy to enter the main body of Jawbone, make damn sure no one is coming.
If you can't see upstream from the eddy, get someone who is out of their boat to
check from shore. You should normally have people out of their boats at this point
either scoutbng the rapid or setting up throw ropes, or both; so, it would not take
extra time and effort, especially when compared with the alternatives. It is far
better than bruised ribs, broken gunwhales, and a potential fatality. With both
ribs and gunwhales mended, I'm ready to forget the incidents and remember the
lessons, Let's watch out for each other| Norm Reynolds

FOR SALE: ECLIPSE, new model K-1 by Perception. 12' long, lots of rocker,
full walls, indestructable plastic. Made for surfing, enders, and tight
turns. Never used, still in factory wrapper. Year warranty from date of sale.
Save almost $100.00, quick sale at $425.00. Gary: 523-1000 or 522-7737 eves.
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EXCELLENT CONDITION 457-3559
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CARTECAY - Saturday, May 30 - This trip had originally been scheduled for the
Chauga, but was transferred because of a zero reading on the Hwy.76 bridge
crossing the Chauga. Two club members had inguired about the Chauga trip on
approximately the 24th, and I advised them there would be no trip because of
the low water levels on all north Georgia rivers - then, it rained. Bob
Striggow, of Tiger, Georgia (probably a city full of L.S.U. graduates) advised
me the reading on the Chattooga 76 bridges was 3.5 and the trip was back on -,
for a short while. ©Normally with a 1.8 reading on the Chattooga, the Chauga
is runable but not this time. In checking with Southeastern Expeditions, I
learned that the Chauga's run-off originates from lakes. Because of the dry
Spring, lake levels were so low there was no run-off; thus, the 1.8 rule
does not always apply. Now off to the Cartecay. This trip had a most unusual
beginning - everyone who signed up showed up and showed up early. Trip
members included Bob & Marge Striggow, 0C-2; Dick Butterworth, Tom Kennedy
and myself, OC-1l; Walt Sanborn and Walt Sanborn, Jr., K-1; and non-members
Frank Garner and Scott Miles, joining us on the river in a 0OC-2. The water
level was at 2.1 making the rapids a little more intense than on the April
GCA trip. There were several swims and unfortunately Walt, Sr. rolled at
the top of the last rapid, running it upside down and losing a pair of
glasses. The river was as beautiful as ever, but I wonder for how long. In
the most remote area, near the major rapids, there was evidence of recent
surveying, lots had been staked and at least one sign posted advising paddlers
of the availability of river front property. Rather depressing.

--Jerry Holladay

JUNE 27 - THE BROAD was full of summer sandbars, moss-covered rocks and about 2 million Boy Scouts who
laughed mercilessly when our beginners took a swim at the first rapid. Who says a Seout is courteous? The
wind was no help either as it sent us from one side of the river to the other. As usual, this short run took much
more time then would be expected because we "had" to bodysurf and play at the waterfall and the slide. One
bit of local color; a native told me that "everybody" refers to the put in bridge on 281 as Wildeat Bridge. No
explanation why--they just do. Paddling tandem were Amy & Dave Garrity, Laura & Roy Cordell and Jean &
Brown Dennis—-who incidentally are still taking to each other. Solo canoeists were Brian Jones, King Nichols,
Nancy Braker and trip leader, Polly Heyward.

HIWASSEE- Saturday, June 27 - The trip began with a good deal of confusion
because I set the meeting place as the parking lot in the state park. 1In retro-
spect I have decided the state park is a good place to meet only if everyone
camps there. Fortunately, we found each other by the put~in. The trip members,
all paddling opens, were, tandem, Larry and Kathy Gayle, Merle Lefkoff and Ron
Mitchell, Bob Allen and Kyle Lefkoff, Julin Maloof and Adam Lefkoff, and Lynn
Lefkoff (her first time in a canoe) and Ted Maloof; and solo, Bran Proctor,
Richard Blews and myself. The weather was perfect and the river was as scenic
as ever, except for the ten million rafts. The dear T.V.A. did not turn the water
on until noon, creating a backlog of boaters and a virtual zoo at the put-in. We
put in at approximately 12:45, after the raftershad gone, but we caught up with
them after a mile or so down river. There were several unexpected swims and the
rock gardens provided ample opportunity to get stuck, but the trip was generally
non-eventful. The river offered numerous class twos which gave the beginners
plenty of action and offered the more experiénced paddlers the opportunity to
work on eddy turns and other skills.

-~Jerry Holladay

FOR SALE: 16' Blue Hole Canoe. $500. Excellent condition. Or will trade for kayak, accessories.
Contact Steve Tallent @ 451-3310 or 981-9500.

PERSONATL
Atlanta coup%le S?ilfs mgle_a.taild female “The rivers are our brothers, they quench
companions wio will Submit o occas our thirst. The rivers carry our canoes,

onal paddling while striped down and
strapped into a plastic coffin, Must
also submit to foam rubber strapped

and feed our children. If we sell you our
land, you must remember and teach your

around chest and wear a black rubber children that the rivers are our brothers
skirt which can be easily yanked off. and yours and you must henceforth give
Must love water sports and tolerate the rivers the kindness you would give
water pain. Will have opportunity to any brother.”

travel into snake infested wildermess ~Chief Seattle, Suquamish Tribe

Contact.e.e. . Linda & Gene Wilkes
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C-1 Sage by Perception, Yunbreakable'' Marlex ; with bags, walls, str.aps.

géosgia Wildlife Federation: At our 7/1/81 board meeting we discussed the GCA's
connection with the GWF. The GWF 1is made up of other organizations, mostly huntlng
and fishing clubs, and 1t has done &a lot of lobbying in opposition to dams., It has
had some good success in this, and this has been an area where the GCA has been in
agreement with the GWF. The GWF 1s involved in other j ssues which we felt should
be made known to our membershlp. The GWF has opposed gun control and has supported
trapping. While the GCA as ani organization 1s not concerned with these lssues, we
at the meeting felt that some of our members might wish to look at our involvement
with the GWF. Currently our GCA application form allows members to send in an ad-
ditional $3.00 to automatically become a member of the GWF. The GCA origomally did
this to galn the status of an affiliated member, with voting rights (individuals
cannot vote in the GWF, only organizations.) At our fall general membershlp meeting
we plan to dlscuss our involvement with the GWF. If you have opinions, please come.

. The date of the meeting will be announced in a later newsletter, and will probably

be in October or November., Norm Reynolds

_Making patterns fOl‘ wa"S —  By: Dave Moccia (NOC news letter)

. Here is a reliable system for making patterns for walls that really fit
in your kayak, C-1 or C-2. It could save you the cost of an extra piece
of expensive foam because the first one you cut doesn't really fit. If
everything is done according to the following instructions, the patterm
will be wider than the inside dimensions only by the thickness of the Lami -
nate. This gives a good, tight fit. . '

$350.

TOOLS NEEDED: Marking pen; masking tape; heavy-duty paper large enough
for patterns; long level ( or a short level taped to the outside edge of

a yardstick or straightedge -- make sure bubbles and inch markings are
facing the same direction).

1, Lay boat on its side so

Boat Oross Section ‘that both seams lie in a
o plane perpendicular to the
: : floor.
Seam 2, Prop boat up securely,
| ‘ It is very important t_l%t

it does not move once the
scribing process begins.

/Inside' Edg& 3, Tape paper to the floor
o

under end of boat for desir-
ed pattern,

call Jack Weems, 321-754k (office) or 438-5263

— H 4, Tape pen to end of long -
Outside Edge level or yardstick making

. sure that the tip is in
: line with inside-

S I __Level e with the inside edge,
o 5. Keeping the yardstick

] o verticle to the floor,

. : place its inside edge

yardStmk against the end of the boat,
6. Place one hand where the
yardstick meets the boat.

s_ /Pen ' This should be along the

centerline if the boat is
properly positioned. The
: ' A other hand 'is used to guide
Seam . ‘ : the pen along the paper,

Floor\

Peter Elkon and Sally Burn still have some nice C-1's for sale.

OLD AD COPY I CAN"T- FIND TO RUN AGAIN:
Contact them at 373-7535

7. Pull gently with both hands, keeping the yardstick against the boat and
rixakn{g sure it is perpendicular to the floor by watching the bubble on the
evel, - h

8. Don't lean on the yardstick! Hands must start out one directly above the
other and pull together. . ' ‘ ‘

~ Repeat the motions for the other side of ‘the‘ boat. To see how accurate you
are, start at different ends of the pattern side and sketch to the middle.

“Lines should meet, Label the patterns immediately -- hull or deck; bow or
~ stern; and the make of boat, Then cut out and trace on to foam sheets.

It really is a lot simpler than it sounds!.




ANOTHER KNEE INJURY TO PADOLER BODY SURFING AT BROAD RIVER LUNCH STOP. A year ago last June, I experienced temporary leg entrapment and a
severe knee sprain while body surfing at the supposedly "safe" lunch stop rapid. Some of you will recall my analysis of that accident. I
pointed out that because of what happens when one's body is accelerated by moving water, the feet are likely to head toward the bottom of the
river at first even though the swimmer is trying his best to keep them up. There are two rock slabs at the bottom of the rapid which slant
upstream and form an almost perfect leg trap for the unwary. So I concluded by advising folks that the lunch stop rapid is not a "safe" place
for body surfing. ) :

Nevertheless, club members went right on surfing. A few weeks ago, Gene Wilkes had his leg wrenched in the same spot. The current was
much lower, so he apparently did not experience temporary entrapment and was not injured so seriously as I was. Norm Reynolds, who 'wasb i
looking on at the time, subsequently tried to work out to the spot where he saw Gene's body jerk as if hit by a shark. Although the water
level was unusually low, Norm found the current too strong. In discussing this with me, he agreed that if anyone is entrapped for a long
period of time, it will be very difficult for rescuers to get out to him in time to prevent drowning.

1 hope that all of you will take heed this time, before someone gets killed. Even the possibility of a knee injury should be enough to
deter you. It was 6 months before I could kneel in a C-1, and my leg is still not normal. ---Ed. )

Information Plan for the Ocoee River

As a result of the meeting between TVA and river users held on May 5,
the following plan for releasing Ocoee River information will be used
beginning May 14 with the exception of the emergency weekend number
which will be operable no later than May 23. It should be recognized
that all information on Ocoee River releases is tentative and 1is subject
to change to meet system requirements.

DAILY

SCHEDULES: At approximately 4:30 p.m. (EDT) each day, information
regarding the next day's schedule will be available through
the Citizen Action Line toll-free number, 1-800-362-9250
(Tennessee) or 1-800~251-9242 (outside Tennessee) or the
TVA operator if the Action Line Office is closed. The
TVA operator can be reached at 755-3011 in Chattanooga or
632-2101 in Knoxville. These are not toll-free numbers.
This schedule will be tentative hours and time of flow
rates sufficient for recreational use of the river.

The

interpretation will be very general and is based only on
ranges of flow which usually result in suitability for

ADVANCE

WEEKEND

SCHEDULES: By noon each Thursday, TVA will make avallable through the
Citizen Action Line the expected number of hours of flow for
Saturday and Sunday and whether the hours are expected to
occur in the morning or afternoon. If "morning"™ operation
is indicated, this generally means between 6 a.m. and noon.
If "afternoon" is indicated, operation generally would start
before 6 p.m. Therefore, by knowing the number of hours of
flow expected it 1s possible to get a range for the actual
schedule of operation,

Individuals should use their own judgement

in determining whether or not to use the river based on

their skill

Rather than only giving average flow rates, we

hope to distinguish the information in terms of the number

levels.

WEEKEND: If unexpected changes occur on the TVA system which cause a

' change from the schedule previously released, interested
parties can call (615) 755-6938. Within a few minutes of
the event we hope to have a recorded message indicating the
nature of the 'situation and the next expected time flows
which would be suitable for recreation use. By having this
information avallable, river users can plan to wait for
suitable flows or reschedule river use at a later time.
Because the plant operator is usually buslest when there
are unplanned changes to the operating scliedule, we ask
that interested parties not call the power plants directly.
This service will be provided only on Saturday and Sunday.

TVA recreation staff are working with other offices in TVA
to develop a more understandable format for information

of hours of flow ranges suitable for recreation.

recreation use.

releases.

GENERAL:




