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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast tos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings. M

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.
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August 1 Middle Chestatee class I-II (III) Jerry Holladay H: 688-1842 dR_tea ZEg o O.EE:
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*Warwoman Creek is the smallish creek entering the Chattooga across from Earls Ford. Probably it
will not turn out to be runnable in July, but one can always hope. When running this 4 mile
section, one can fill out the trip by continuing from Earls Ford to Sandy Ford, another 4 miles,

and taking out at the new access area on the SC side of Sandy Ford. --Ed.
Our cruisemaster is Mark Levine, and he's always glad to hear from people volunteering to lead trips. Call him at 926-8683

STOLEN: RED 0C-1 BLUE HOLE CANOE,SERIAL NUMBER 4326. FRONT SEAT BROKEN, CENTER BLOCK INSTALLED, BOAT SCUFFED AND SCRATCHED BUT UNDENTED. IF
YOU SEE THIS BOAT, CONTACT LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES OR CALL ANDY YONCE AT HOME (971-1881) OR AT WORK (955-6400).

GEORGIA WILDLIFE FEDERATION AWARDS. GCA has been affiliated with GW for the past several years, with some individuals holding membership in
and every year holds a Conservation Awards Banquet co-sponsored by Sears,

in a number of areas are presented to deserving individuals. Last year
received the Conservation Education

both groups. GWF has been very involved in conservation efforts,
Roebuck and Company. Amards recognizing outstanding conservation work
Mark Warren, for many years GCA's training director, and Education Coordinator for Georgia Conservancy,
Award. This year Nancy Wylie, past Treasurer of GCA, was honored by GW as Water Consevationist of the Year for her efforts in opposing the

re-regulation dam on the metro Chattahoochee. I1'm sure we can all add our own sincere appreciation for thier outstanding efforts. --Ed.

CANOE CLINIC- GCA WILL BE OFFERING A TWO DAY CLINIC FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN CANOE/KAYAK TRAINING. THE CLINIC WILL BE ON ALY 25/26 AND WILL
COST $10 PER PERSON. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT GEORGE NEILL (627-9629) OR MARK LEVINE (926-8683).

GCA SOUTHEASTERN RACES were a little fouled up the day of the slalom, despite meticulous planning and dedicated efforts of a lot of race
workers. Because of low rainfall, TVA delayed their water release a little so that the slalom couldn't be started on time. Once the races
got underway, a thunderstorm struck. Normally the race crew will try to go on during rain, but for some as yet unexplained reason, some of
the timers and gate judges were shocked by their headsets. Racing resumed once the storm had passed, but was delayed intermittently by the
heavy Saturday recreational rafting and canoeing traffic. The race crew was prepared to run until dusk, but a little before 7 PM, another
electrical storm rolled in and the headsets had to be put aside. Race chairman Dave Garrity reluctantly canceled ‘the remaining races, so that
a few entrants, for example the women's tandem standard cance class, did not even get in one run. There was renewed agreement amongst the race
rganizers that we are trying to run too much racing in one day, and I jokingly suggested that we simply eliminate the slalom kayak events
next year. (This is C-1 country! Give kayaks back to the Eskimos!) A good alternative would be to run championship decked boat events on
Friday. This would work little hardship on serious competitors, most of whom seem to live at NOC anyway. The course could then be made a



little easier for open canoe racing on Saturday. :

The downriver race on Sunday was blessed by good weather and seemed to go off without a hitch. Because the Open Canoe Nationa}s are
being held on the Nantahala later in June, there were extra entries in the Championship classes. But for me, the most interesting event was
the appearance of the new Old Town Penobscot model in the solo cruising division. This 16.5 foot, sharp-ended, shallow arch design, executed
in ABS, is clearly a better design than the Keewaydins which have dominated for the last three years, and is probably somewhat faster than
Kevlar Mad River Explorers by virtue of less wetted area. (However, the Explorer is deep enough to be raced tandem; the Penobscot is not.)

In women's solo cruising was a repeat of last year's match race between Cathy Crowder, a tall and strong paddler with the Georgia State
contingent, and GCA's Barbara Osgood. Last year Barbara had to start right in front of Cathy, who steadily ran her down for the victory..
This year Crowder was paddling a Tripper again, possibly less well set up, but she again had the psychological advantage of leaving the start
right after Osgood. Barbara had exchanged an ABS Explorer for a new Penobscot, counting on its extra speed to offset the fact that the

newer design tends to take on more water in rapids. Whether the speed image of the Penobscot was real or just psychological, Barbara put on
enough extra pressure early in the race to draw out of sight of her opponent, so that Cathy lost the important advantage of being able to pace
her from behind, By the finish line, the margin was more than three minutes.

In the men's solo cruising, the Keewaydins had disappeared. Two new Penobscots were up against two Kevlar Explorers, some ABS
Explorers, assorted Trippers, Blue Holes, Perceptions and one 17 foot shoe keel Grumman. Jim Hudson, a Georgia State paddler who has been

" second in this event for the past three years paddling his Tripper, had one of the Penobscots this time, Although he had not had time to pulll
in the thwarts, and was forced by a low pedestal seat to paddle most of the race in a high kneeling position, he won this time by about 1.5
minutes. In second was Tim Kelly, also of Georgia State, paddling an ABS Explorer with the gunnels pulled in a good bit. The importance of
the boats used should not be exaggerated; Hudson and Kelly were simply putting out visibly more paddle power than the others.

As of this time, I do not have the results of the other races; these will appear in the next issue. . --Ed.

AND A NEW CLASS IN THE NATIONALS. Last year around this time, 1 wrote a rather petulant editorial lamenting the over- specialization of open
canoes used for slalom and for downriver, and suggesting that there should be a new class wherein competitors would have to compete in both
events in the same boat. Well, nobody remembers my editorials for long, but apparently others were having similar thoughts, including the
legendary and influential open canoe racer and designer John Berry. This year he has arranged for one-boat classes to be included in the
Nationals, and initial response as gauged by entries has been quite encouraging. .The winners would be determined by summing their orders of
finish for the slalom and downriver, relative only to other one-boat entrants. There is a lot of wild speculation about what the winning ‘
boats will be.. Should an éntrant stress slalom competence, or choose a design which will track well and not waste energy in the downriver?
The 0ld Town Tripper should be a good stock boat for the tandem class, but things aren't so obvious for the solo events. Can a solo paddler
lean a Penobscot on its cheeks enough to get it to turn decently on the slalom course? Can a strong Blue Hole paddler power the thing
downriver fast encugh to complement its decent slalom performance? The Mini-Tripper may do well, since it is a better slalom boat than the
Blue Holes and Explorers, and can edge the Blue Holes in downriver speed. Its light weight will help out on the mandatory portage. But the
real threat comes in the rumor that John Berry, who designed the prototypes for many of today's high rocker slalom boats, has already got a
winning one-boat design out of the mould, no doubt in Kevlar. This new design, if successful, could be the model for a whole new generation
of all-around recreational canoes. Can't wait to see it. --Ed.

“‘E:(R: LAWSUIT TO SAVE THE OCOEE RIVER FOR RECREATION cleared its first hurdle. The judge agree with the petitioners that the TVA
environmental impact statement was a sham and that TVA's insistence on calling the project a single-purpose (power generation) one with no
provision for recreation is of questionable status legally. ORC has accumulated over $11,000 in legal costs and still needs your financial
contributions and your political support in letters to your representatives. --Ed.

THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS has released its proposal on mitigation for fish and wildlife losses resulting from construction of the Richard B.
Russell Dam on the Savannah. Included is a plan to purchase 11,411 acres of property along the lower part of the Amicalola River, to be put
in the hands of the State of Georgia under a long term lease arrangement. This would substantially increase the amount of protected land
around Amicalola. I believe that the Corps is quite sincere in wanting to do this, but my greatest fear is that, in the current fever of
budget cutting in Washington, the 620 million needed for the various parts of the mitigation plan may become unavailable. 1 would suggest
letters to Senator Sam Mun and to your congressional representatives urging them to protect this mitigation purchase. --Ed.-

TURKEY. CHUTE: 'Turkey,_ cute? Can this really be Nancy Barker, er}‘ \a\@
and if so, where did she get that biceps? Answer in this issue.




CHATOOGA III (May 3%0th) Having paddled the Etowah in an open boat with a
kayak paddlie (very tricky to low brace with) and thena few weeks later
breaking my kayak paddle while kayaking the Carticay and having to exit
with a borrowed canoe paddle, (very tricky to cross draw), I decided to
purchase a flat bladed kayak paddle and test it out on Section III(great
for bracig and rolling, but very squirley for paddling straight ahead).
As I write this report I am patiently waiting for my arms to knit back into
their shoulder sockets.

A small group of us set out with the 76 guage level at about 1.8.

We all had exciting runs at Dicks Creek with a few of us going straight
and droping through the slot between the boulders. We then pulled up and
watched a large novice kayak class behind us turn the rapid into a
demolition derby.

From the narrows on down we had lots of fun waves at this particular
water level. I let out a whoppee as the hole in Roller Coaster grabed
the back of my boat like a giant hand, and one of our party in an inflat-
able had his feet up in the air most of the time and must have dumped that
thing out fifty times at least.

The last section is sort of like the Nantahala at this level. Any
higher the water would probably smooth out AND BE LESS INTERESTING.

Bull Sluice was hungry as ever and was eating its share of boats and
people. I was a little concerned to see an excess of throw ropes slung
with abandon into the first drop, having witnessed a near drowing at
another river when a girl got a rope tangled around her neck in a hydrolic.
It seems much safer to let the person wash out before throwing.

Richard tried to run the Bull straight into the slot and got caught
but muscled out over Decaputation Rock and did an outstanding pop-up in
the hole without flipping. (in an open boat yet.) I hit the first drop
and got sucked sideways into the hydrolic and pulled myself out with a
desperation draw-brace only to turn around backwards. Running the second
drop backwards is interesting. You get a brief look at the sky before
being sucked tail first into the abyss. I watched Andy come thrugh the
last drop in fine form but didnot see his approach due to a very long
and wet eskimo roll. Jim chose wis&iy not to run the Bull as he would
surely have turned into a tastey rubber sandwitch.

As soon as we pulled out of the river a monsoon storm hit with
lightning, hail and horizontal rain, causing us to ponder the fate of
the hapless novice kayak group still on the river somewhere,

Paddlers were Richard Cathey C1-0, Andy Younce C1-0, Jim Matthews
in a Sea BEagle (rubber ducky) and yours trully Gene Wilkes K-1.

UPPER_CHATTAHOOCHEE, SUN. JUNE 7th, This was to have been a Chatooga

Section 111 excursion, but all the wonderful rain we've experienced
regently had temporarily rendered Section III sultable for experts
only. The skill levels of those desiring to paddle ranged from
trained beginner to perhaps an expert or two. A trip more =sultable
to those signeé on was selected.

The Upper Chattahoochee was at the best level I had experienced in
the past two years, and afforéed us a real fun run with minimum problems
and no real difficultles,

Amoung those present: Jay Kessler & Debbie Davis, our only tandem
team, They had neither paddled thls section of the river nor paddled
together---They did very welland no spills. SOLO OPENS: Bill Hays,
Woody Hays, Ben Fouts, and Eric Martin. Kayakers weret: Young Barklay
Fouts , Chuck Gregory, Leroy Robbins, and me.

The weather was threatening but comfortable until we cleared
Horseshoe; then the mon=oon hit. We had a br&éf halt in the raln for
a quick lunch, and then the real downpour arrived to the take out.

Everyone was in good spirits and enjoyed the day. We dldn't
complain about the good raini that would be a sacrilege in view of
the mgny ceremonial rain dances some of our members have been staging

this yeart Hugh Stubbs

FOR SALE: Norse Kayak Paddle 84" (left hand control, spoon blade) $.55.00
Call Linda Wilkes 874-4270
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OHOOPEE RIVER (Ga. 56-Ga. 121, 24 miles overnight)--Six paddlers with trip leador
Russ Koester canoe-camped on the Ohoopee April 25-26. The south Georgia river is a
meandering, black water stream with a sand bottom and innumerable sand bars. 1Its
banks are clean and undeveloped, making it a truly scenic paddle. There were some
deadfalls to work around, but no portages were required. Mosquitoes were bothersome
and the takeout at the Altamaha was a challenge. An earlier takeout on the Ohoopee
would be a better alternative. Those making the trip were Russ Koester and Jim
Jirka in a Blue Hole Galt; Jay Kessler and Travis Fine in a Mad River Explorer; and
Mark Kanne and his son and Laura Ringel in a Mad River Explorer.--Russ Koester

CONASAUGA, Sat,, June 6, 1981 - This trip was originally scheduléd for the Ocoee & Fightingtown Cr.
but was switched to catch the high water in the Cohuttas where it had rained off & on for a week &
continued to do so, between periods of bright sunshine, during our run. The river was comfortably
full & less technical than we usually find it. Blorts were lurking in the first 2 class IIIs & scut-
tled a few boats. The Jacks' fire hadn't tainted the Conasauga's crystal clear water, and several
folks envied the blorted & jumped in too. (We caidn't seem to get Cassandra out.)The rhododendron &
wild flowers were particularly lovely. About half of us drove afterwards to the Tellico, camped over
night & had super runs there Sunday with 391 cfs. (2.17 on the gauge). Participants: Rich Cole in a
kayak; Lori Cole & James Lucas in C~ls; Nancy Barker, Polly Heyward, Tom Keith, Arabelle Luckhardt,

& Forte Rabb in 0C-1ls; Jim Farr & Marilyn Fordham, Grant & Cassandra Luckhardt, & Beth & I in 0C-2s.
Beth & I ran with solo opens paddled by Tom, Forte, Jim, Grant, Mark Levine and George Neill and with
James on Sunday and also met GCAers Dave Garrity, Bronwyn Fowlkes & Ken McAmis on the Tellico. Also
Fred Couch from Birmingham, Ala., joined us Sunday. ~ Roger Nott

These pictures by Roger Nott show the successive steps necessary to run Edge of the World
on the Amicalola. Making the first 90 degree turn is the big problem.
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Will Environment Win
New Game In Washington?

Unless you've been in a tropical jungle for
the Tlast few months, you should know that
President Reagan has appointed James Watt as
Secretary of the Interior; a man with an atti-
tude and environmental record so bad that Rus-
sell Peterson, President of National Audubon
Society, called Watt's appointment a "Declara-
tion of War" on our natural resources and
their protectors. Mr. Reagan has also desig-
nated self-avowed pro-business and anti-envir-
onment individuals to head up the various a-
gencies which can maintain a balanced environ-
ment. )

Watt is the "lightning rod," the man out
front. He heads the agency in the position to
do the most to degrade or protect the na-
tion's environment. He has Tleft no doubt
which he will do. We have every reason to
believe there is a "hit list" of urban parks,
including the Chattahoochee National
Recreation Area, which are to be
"de-emphasized" or eliminated if possible.
Watt testified in favor of the elimination of
the Water Resources Council; he wants it
replaced by an inter-cabinet advisory group
chaired by himself. The advisory group would
not include the Secretary of the Army or the
EPA Administrator, representatives of the two

agencies most responsible for decisions
affecting water resources.

Watt was bored by a trip to the Grand Can-
yon, explaining, I don't like to paddle and I
don't Tlike to walk. I went down the Grand
Canyon in September to the Colorado River...
The first day was spectacular. The second day
started to get a Tittle tedious, but the third
day I wanted bigger motors to move that raft
out. There is no way you could get me on an
oar-powered raft on that river---I'11 tell you
that. On the fourth day we were praying for
helicopters and they came." Numerous other
examples of word and deed support the
contention He must go.

Nathaniel Reed, who was Assistant Secretary
of the Interior under Presidents Nixon and
Ford said, "It causes me a great deal of pain
to criticize the administration as I am about
to do---more pain than I care to describe.
But my quarrel is not with Ronald Reagan. 1
think he will be a good president and a not-
able environmentalist. The problem as I see
it is that some of his appointees, and partic-
ularly James Watt, have broken faith with the
Republican Party and betrayed their presi-
dent."

continued on page 4

Mr. Reed correctly points out that the Re-
publican Party has a long and admirable envir-
onmental record. Many of the country's most
significant conservation achievements occured
under the leadership of Republican presidents.
Lincoln (Yosemite), Grant (Yellowstone), Nixon
(National Environmental Policy Act), and Teddy
Roosevelt, (U.S. Forest Service and National
Park Service) may have been as important to
the conservation movement as John Muir.

Mr. Reed says, "Some of the new administra-
tive people seem to be wildly out of sync.
They are attempting to turn the clock back to
the pre-Rooseveltian era, when everyone sup-
posed natural resources were inexhaustible. I
cannot sit idly by and watch this lamebrained,
outmoded philosophy take hold and stain my
party's image."

Neither can we, Mr. Reed, nor will we.
Where to now? This was a question we were
asking in April 71980 at an environmental
leadership conference in Estes Park, Colorado,
well before the elections.

There is a need to deal with the apathy
that has set in, where many believe the bat-
tles have all been won, that the laws are in
place. Many people don't realize that laws
are administered through regulations which can
be changed, manipulated or ignored. Regula-
tions which were and are badly in need of ex-
amination and simplification in order to make
it easier for business to understand and com-
ply with the spirit of the law is a job that
needs a surgeon's scalpel, not the meat ax ap-
proach of a David Stockman. There is also a
need to determine how to shift to a technical
capability and expertise, particularly in eco-
nomics, as the debate shifts from "clean vs.
dirty" to "how clean and at what cost?"

We will have to develop a new interest in
conciliation. House Interior Chairman Morris
K. Udall warned, "What we've got to do is not
play confrontation games, not be purists, but
identify allies, play up the fact that conser-
vation is a bipartisan issue." Mr. Udall is
right. Liberal or conservative, Democrat, Re-
publican or other, the protection and wise use
of resources is environmentally and economic-
ally important to all of us.

We must rebuild the grass roots organiza-
tion.  The Conservancy's membership had de-
clined, as had others' during previous admini-
strations which assumed more responsibility

. for the environment. The Conservancy must

re-focus on Georgia because of growth pres-
sures and because Reagan intends to give the
states more authority to make environmental
decisions.



The diversity of opinion and interest of-
fered by organizations is important. From the
single-focus of the Solar Lobby or Clean Water

L)

Coalition to the multi-faceted National Wild-

1ife Federation, each plays an important role.
The Conservancy's responsiblie, well-informed
leadership on a wide range of issues has
brought it recognition throughout the coun--
try.

We've lost our foothold in government.
Carter environmental appointees are gone.
Cecil Andrus, Jim Moorman, Barbara Blum, Gus
Speth, Jane Yarn, Rupert Cutler and others may
be more effective as advocates. They certain-
1y understand the system. - We. cannot allow.
their expertise to be Tost.

The obituaries being written for the envir-
onmental movement appear to be premature. Ev-
en though the Clean Air Act, Surface Mining
Act and many others are under attack and will
be weakened without an intensive effort on our
part, they are in place. The days of
wholesale rape of the Tland is over. If
nothing else, James Watt has awakened .a new
interest in the movement by environmentalists.
He has caused widespread alarm. Organizations
are reporting increased memberships.

Where to now? We must gear up to withstand
the onslaught of- Watt and his cronies. You
must become more active, recruit more members,
make larger contributions and write your elec-
ted representatives more often. You must take
a stronger interest in the Conservancy and the
impact of "Reaganomics."

Most importantly, we must be vigilant that
the zealousness of James Watt does not come to
fruition. That fruit would be poison to the
works of nature and the heritage of the

nation. - G. Robert kerr (J
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The U.S. Government continues to encourage water development projects through un- -

realisgtically low discount or interest rates,

The U.S. Water Resources Counicil has set

the new rate at 73/8 percent, effective until Sept. 30, 1981, far below the actual

cost of borrowing money. The rate is used to compute the cost and future benefits

from water and related land projects. An unfavorable benefit-cost ratio (less than
1:1) should render a project uneconomical, although some"pork barrel". favorites have
failed to meet that standard. The U.,S. Treasury Dept. informed the council that the
interest rate should be 10% percent; however, changes in the discount rate are legally
restricted to one-fourth of one pergent a year, with the rate in fiscal 1980 being 7 1/8.

percent. . ‘
AMERICAN RIVERS CONSERVATION COUNCIL
323 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 (202) 547-6900

YES! I want to become a member of the American Rivers Conservation Council and help save America’s
free-flowing rivers! i

Enroll me in the following membership category:

Oregular................. $15 (0 contributing
[ lifetime................ $200 - [ agency/corporation.....

1 Check enclosed, made payable to ARCC.
(1 Please charge to my: (O Visa (0 Master Charge (J American Express

$30  (Jsustaining.............. $60
$25 (O student [lover65...... $10

Account Number _ Expiration Date

Signature required for charge

Q1 am already a member and wish to renew my membership at this time.
[ Please send me a copy of ARCC’s 1981 River Trip Program.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip.

RBecause ARCC actively lobbies in Congress to protect wild rivers, it does not enjoy tax-deductible status, If you wish to make a
tax-deductible contribution to protect rivers, send a check to the River Conservatiorn Fund at the same address.

Save this stub for your records.

ARCC Membership benefits

e As an ARCC member, you will receive the
ARCC newsletter, action alerts, and river
trip schedule.

o All new members will receive a compli-
mentary copy of Flowing Free, the River
Conservation Fund’s  up-to-date citizen
guide to the Wild and Scenic River Act, an
indispensable book for all river lovers ($4.00
value). )

e Contributing members are entitled to a
10% individual discount on ARCC river
trips. :

o Sustaining members are entitled to a 10%
family discount on ARCC river trips,

Most important, an ARCC membership
means you are a part of the movement to
save our precious river heritage.

late a copy of the
place Watt”, 530 Bush St.,

If -you would like to receive and circu

petition, write to the Sierra Club, *"Re

San Pranciscoe, Calif. 94108,



"Rut che Tellico is a transgression against all of us."

THE PRICE OF TELLICO

PETER MATTHIESSEN/MY TURN

In the late nineteenth century, a remnant
band of Cherokees—descendants of those
who had hidden in the Great Smokies in
1838 when the rest of the tribe was “re-
moved” to Oklahoma--came down from
the North Carolina mountains to a ceremo-
nial placeoverlooking the valley of the Little
Tennessce River. There, an old prophet,
climbing onto a high stump and gazing out
over the traditional home of the Cherokee,
people, received a vision of a dreadful day
still several generations in the future when
this valley would be flooded over, and the
faces of countless buried ancestors would
glimmer upward through th2 unnatural wa-
ters as through a floor of glass. Tearful and
frightened, the old man told his people that
when therivernolongerran freethrough the
sacred valley, the Cherokee would be de-
stroyed forever as a tribe.

The recent closing of TV A’s Tellico Dam
at the river’s mouth has not only fulfilled
this prophecy but affirms an older one that
anticipates the white man’s disruption of
the earth's natural harmonies, with calami-
tous consequences for mankind. Although
the project had been repudiated for a dec-
ade in the Congress and the couris as
uneconomical, unlawful and unnecessary,
it has now achieved through procedural
tricks and political blackmail what- it had
never been able to win in a fair hearing.

The last stretch of free-flowing river in
northeast Tennessee has now been stopped
up like a clogged pork barrel, and under the
mud of the 25th artificial lake within 60
miles will lie not only the last natural
spawning beds of the small, pretty perch
called the snail darter, but the hard-won
homesteads of hundreds of evicted families,
16,000 acres of rich river-bottom farmland
and a historical record perhaps as impor-
tant as all these other losses put together.

Loss: I wish there had been time for all
Americans to see this lovely valley, which I
visited myself just a few weeks ago. In the
soft, sad light ofearly November, the golden:
sassafras and yellow hickory, with the reds
of black oak, tupelo and dogwood, and the
clear whites and mossy greens of the rock
walls at the river bends, were reflected like a

. memory in the clear, swift, quiet water that

camedownfrom the mountains; the day was
filled with earth smells, muted beauties and
a wistful resonance that echoed in the au-
tunan calls of birds. “You don’t have tobea
Cherokee to feel the spiritual power here,”
murmured Roy Warren. an amateur arche-
ologist and trout fisherman whofought hard
against the Joss of “the Little T.”

From where we stnod, just upriver from
the Tellico stream (in Cherokee, ade la
eqwa or “tellico” means “‘big money””) near
the site of the first British fort built west of
the Appalachians, we could see the tattered
cornfield that marked the buried village of
Tuskegee, birthplace of Sequoyah, the great
Cherokee teacher whose name has been
commemorated by a national park as well
as a mighty tree.

Farther upriver, Warren pointed out the
sites of six other villages, including Tanasi
(the original “Tennessee’’) and Chota, the
last great sacred ceunter of the Cherokee
nation. In the eighteenth century, this tribe
protected the beleaguered colonists of Vir-
ginia and Carolina frcn: French-led Indi-
ans to westward, and sent warriors to help
George Washington in the Big Sandy Expe-
dition against the Shawnee. In 1814, the
Cherokee set Andrew Jackson on the road
to the White House by turning the tide in

‘Is there a huvman
being who does not
revere his homeland,
even thovgh

he may nof refurn?’

the battle of Horseshoe Bend against the
Creeks, an act of friendship soon to be
repaid by banishment on the *‘Trail of
Tears™ to Oklahoma.

Throughout the valley, the buried evi-
dence of a great period—some of the hun-
dreds of sites were thought to be more than
8,000 years old—was scarcely touched,
despite the crude and hasty digs, grave
desecration and plain looting that the
threat of flooding had inspired. A report
prepared for the TVA by Department of
Interior archeologists (dated May 24, 1979,
but mysteriously withheld until after the
final Tellico appropriations were signed
into law by President Carter on Sept. 25)
ascribes “‘worldwide significance” to these
sites, declaring that “the physical records of
American prehistory present in Tellico can-
not be matched in any other area this size in
the continent.”

“If the homeland of our fathers is cov-
ered with this water,” said an 80-year-old
medicine man-named Lloyd Sequoyah, “it
will cover the medicine and spiritual
strength of our people because this is the

.place from which the Cherokee people

came. When this place is destroyed. the

Cherokes people cease to exist . . . then all
the peoples of the earth cease to exist.” His
sister, Mrs. Emmaline Driver, had made a
pilgrimage to the place where the old scer
“made his last prophecy” upon the stump;
his brother Ammoneeta, also a medicine
man, lived in an abandoned cabin at Chota
for five years and still made regular jour-
neys there to perform the going-to-water
purification, gather medicinal herbs and
chant idi-gawe-sti, or sacred incantations.

HERITAGE: All three of these great-great-
great-grandchildren of Sequoyah are full-
blood Cherokees proficient in their lan-
guage; so is Myrtle Driver, the young tribal
interpreter of Big Cove, N.C., who intro-
duced me to her elders. Not until these
years of struggle to save the sacred valley,
Myrtle said, had she realized how much her
heritage still meant to her. In the words of
Jimmie Durham, one of many Cherokees
who had spoken publicly against the dam
since 1965, *“Is there a human being who
does not revere his homeland, even though
he may not return? . . . In our own history,
we teach that we were created there, which
is truer than anthropological truth because
i was there that we were given our vision as
the Cherokec people.”

In 1967, the eastersi Cherokee began
protesting the backhoeing and bulldozing
of sacred sites and ancestral graves. For
Indians, the most dangerous sacrilege is to
disturb the spirits of the dead. It will take
some weeks before the flood waters reach
the sacred land, and the Cherokee still carry
on their fight for a hearing of their claim
that the destruction of their sacred ground .
would deny religious rights guaranteed
them under the First Amendment.

But the Tellico is a transgression against
all of us. If the valley is filled, let them
drain it again; let the dam stand as a
monument, not to short-sightedness and
greed, but to the wise avoidance of a
national calamity. A beautiful river can be
restored, rich farmland and historic sites
can be recovered.

Eventually, the conrts must grant a hear-
ing, but in the absence of an injunction, the
TVA has closed its dam and thereby trans-
{formed the “strong water” of the sacred riv-
erintc ama huli wotshi or “dead water,” the
floor of glass of the old prophecy through
which—perhaps in a matier of weeks—the
faces of the ancestors will appear, like pale
dead leaves seen dimly through black ice.

Maithiessen’s “The Snow Leapard” won
a National Book Award this year.



4/5/81 - Upper Chattahoochee , ’

It had rained all night and had just stopped as we met at Duncan Bridge. THe Hwy.
115 gauge reading of 2.4 made for perfect conditions. Most of us ran Buck Shoals
and without incident. (the tree has shifted and presented no obstacle) We all
had good runs enjoying the full shoals and ledges.  Participants: Stuart Alston
and Hugh Stubbs in kayaks;Bob & Marge Striggow in a tandem open; Laura Jordan,
Steve Hoberg, Steve Tallent, Cliff Antrobus and Hugh's young neighbor in solo
opens; Myself, Cl - Mark Levine ‘

4/11/81 - Cartecay River

It was a warm spring day and a large group of GCA paddlers turned out to enjoy
this North Georgia favorite. The temperature was 85 degrees and the Hwy. 52 gauge
read 1.98. Picking their way down the upper section, "hot-dogging" in the falls
and taking an occasional swim were: Jerry Holladay, Bob Hardy, Sandy Sandlin,
Nancy Barker, Polly Heyward, Cliff Antrobus, Ben Fouts, Bill Dean, my wife Susan
and myself in solo opens; Bob & Marge Striggow in a tandem open; Jimmy Spivey,
Gene Wilkes, LeRoy Robbins and Ben's son in kayaks - Mark Levine

May 23, 24 & 25 - Nantahala River

Only a small number of GCA paddlers turned out for this Memorlal Day camping week—
end. Those who stayed away due to the threat of no water or large holiday crowds
missed @ really enjoyable weekend. The area was not crowded and although we were
denied water on Sunday, we had nice runs on both Saturday and Monday. We used
the launching pond at the new Forest Service put-in which proved to be very con-
venient. With the Nantahala not running on Sunday we considered many alterna-
tives but eventually ended up on the Little Tennessee. Most of us had never run
the Little Tennessee and were almost glad the Nantahala wasn't running to have
the chance to run it. Highlighting the 5.5 mile run is a 100 yd. Class III rapid
called "The Narrows". Camping at the Lost Mine, enjoying the N. O. C. restaurant
and paddling all three days were: Rich and Lori Cole in a Kl and Cl respectively;
George Neill and Theresa Byers in a tandem open; Susan and myself in Cl opens.
George, Rich and I made a 2nd partial run in our decked boats on Saturday. We
ran into former GCA member, Tom Dallinger, at the Lost Mine who ran with us on
Sunday and Monday. (Tom, thanks for the Cl rolling practice and glad to have you
rejoin the club) Paddling with us on Saturday only were: A, A, Wood, Zeke Dunn
and Ben Fouts in solo opens and Zeke's friend David in a kayak. - Mark Levine

P. S. Special thanks toyMr A, A. Wood of Lanett, Ala. who has generously donated
a chain saw to the GCA. This will prove helpful in cleaning up our rivers of
downed trees, etc. Thanks again A. A !

Little Tennessee River



