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Deadline for material for the next newsletter is the 15th. Submit material to Gary DeBacher, CRM, 1441 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30322.
PLEASE TYPE BORDER TO BORDER (ZERO MARGINS) WITH INDENTED PARAGRAPHS AND NO VERTICAL SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS. This format makes it much
easier for me to lay out the newsletter. Good, high contrast photos are also welcome, as well as conservation clippings.

NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING WILL BE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:30 PM, AT THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY HEADQUARTERS.

TRIP SCHEDULE :

Jwne 6 Double Header: Ocoee (AM) & Fightingtown Cr. (PM) l‘\/jg

Roger Nott h: 1-536-6923; w: 1-536-5410

7 Sweetwater Creek class III-1V George Neill h:627-96829; w:482-2951 / e
7 Chattooga III class III-IV  Hugh Stubbs 952-4926 .
Gl

3 Chattooga III class III-IV  Steve Hoberg 633-u609

14 Wild Card class II Jimmy Gunter h: 974-8681; w: 928-0221
14 Broad class I-II Russ Koester 233-4093

20-21 GCA-sponsored Southeastern Races, Slalom and Wildwater, Nantahala River

Come on up and help out!

27 Broad class I-II Polly Heyward 237-4503
27 Hiwassee class I-I1 Jerry Holladay h: 688-1842; w: 688-8970
28 Nantahala class II-III Alan & Debbie Simons 934-1046
28 Map & Compass: river & lake skills instruction, near Chattahoochee Nature “We stopped eating Americans.
Center. Doug Fortenberry 378-4159 Laboratory tests proved they caused cancer in crocodiles.”

Our cruisemaster is Mark Levine, and he's always glad to hear from people volunteering to lead trips. Call him at 926-8683

MORE ON MORON ARMY CORPS PLANS FOR REREG DAM ON THE CHATTAHOOCHEE. I attended a meeting at Fernbank Science Center sponsored and organized by
the Georgia Conservancy, the theme of which was that there isn't enough of the Metro Chattahoochee to go around, considering all the
conflicting uses proposed for it. There were speakers from the Conservancy, EPA, and the Park Service. In response to a question about
changes in the river to be caused by the proposed re-regulation dam, the EPA representative claimed that the river would be a little cleaner
and slightly cooler on the average than it is now, and thus presumably as suitable for trout as it is now. He also stated that the flow in
cfs during weekends would not be increased enough to pose a problem for recreational use. If I were convinced that this is true, it would
remove some of my own serious reservations about the proposed project. However, others at the meeting talked with me later and pointed out
that there was still serious disagreement about the validity of the preliminary studies on downstream water quality.

Another important problem is the unavailability of funds for additional land purchase for the National Park. Conservancy
representatives showed slides of important land parcels along side streams which will be lost to development if they are not brought into park
holdings in the near future. The Reagan administration is severely restricting funds for acquisition of new NPS land nationwide, and limited
funds for total NPS operations are earmarked primarily for "improvements" to older parks such as Yosemite and Yellowstone, ---Ed.

TELLICO RIVER, Sat., May 9, 198l - A few streams, such as the Amicalola, Chattooga,
Conasauga, "Upper, Upper," and Little (Ala. & Tenn.), can readily become a paddler's
"favorite" whenever he runs one of them - until he runs one of the others. We agreed
the Tellico was such a river. Most of us ran twice in the 5% mi. between Bald R.Falls
and the Ranger Sta. Rd. We had about 175 cfs, a low but not "scrapey" flow which was
not "pushy" but was technically very demanding, particularly in the first 1% miles,
which dropped @ 110'/mi. The balmy weather was enjoyed by us, 3 or 4 other parties
on the river, and a horde of snakes, one of which Forte, upon plunging into an eddy
to bail, inadvertently grabbed from and instead of an overhanging branch. One of us
took an unplanned swim, as did a Tennessee kayaker who paddled with us briefly but
took out after several swims, but we all had strong, most enjoyable runs.
Participants: James Lucas, C-1; Steve Hoberg and Forte Rabb in 0C-1ls; Beth & I,0C-2.
James & I paddled tandem and Forte solo in the 2nd run. - Roger Nott

TRIVIA QUIZ. Can you put the following rivers in order, from north to south? In what physio-
graphic province do they arise? What is their predominant direction of flow? Which one

would you paddle if you were headed for Cincinnati? Which ones are not the way to New Orleans?
Answers elsewhere in this issue.

Conasauga Little Tennessee French Broad Coosawattee Watauga Talking Rock
Ocoee Pigeon Little R. Tellico Nolichucky New Doe Hiwassee 1little Pigeon



UNCLE GCA NEEDS YOU!

The Thirteenth Annual Southeastern Canoe and Kayak
Championships will be held on June 20-21 on the Nantahala
River in Wesser, NC. -Once again, GCA is sponsoring this
event, organized this time by Dave Garrity.

The most critical need for race workers always comes

- early on Saturday morning, when the organizers are
scranbling to get the slalom races started on time. The
communications system has to be in place and tested, so that
the starter, gate judges, timers and scorers can coordinate
their efforts. If there is any delay in getting the
necessary number of race workers, the slalom races are
pushed back later in the day when interference from heavy
recreational rafting and canoeing compounds the delay.

- So we hope you'll come up to help with the races,
especially on Saturday. Anyone who's helped with the race
before will tell you that you'll enjoy yourself. The time
spent working. passes quickly, and everyone has enough time
left over to run the river, even the Race Chairman.

Beat the Race Committee to the punch. Volunteer
before you are drafted and make plans to help with the race.
Call Dave Garrity at 377-7850. You can also call Norm
Reynolds at 455-3498 or Gary DeBacher at 634-4651 and we'll
get you in touch with the right people.  ---Ed.
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COMEDY OF TERRORS. The following account, derived from one which was compiled by Charles Walbridge for the River Safety Task Force

Newsletter, illustrates what happens when the people who take charge of a re:

ACCIDENT REPORT: NEAR MISS - KERN RIVER, CALIF.

On May 18, 1980 during a routine run on the Kern River in
california Louis Niklas, an experienced kayaker making his
first run of the seasqn, became broached on a rock in‘a class

II rapid. The boat folded suddenly behind the cockpit, trapping

the victim. Two and one half hours later he was pulled from
the river my a Navy helicopter,

The Kern River above Bakersfield, California, is a. powerful
stream containing rapids of varying difficulty from class I-
VI. That day the river was flowing at 3000 cfs, a medium-
high, but:safe level, Both the victim and his companion were
experienced, well-trained kayakers who had run more difficult
sections of the river before. The rapid in question is a long

"S~Turn"  known-as-Mournér's Corner, a Class II on the six-point
international scale with many submerged rocks and small, choppy

waves.’

The victim and his partner were proceding down the rapid when,

about a third of the way down, the victim broached unexpectedly

on a rock. His previous experience indicated that he could
brace into the rock and pivot off, but his boat instead stuck

fast and folded without warning. There was no time to exit, and

he was essentially sitting sideways on the rock with his head
upstream. He was able to keep his head above water with great

difficulty by leaning towards ‘the surface and holding on to the

side of his kayak.

.The victim screamed for help. A bystander heard him, grabbed a
rope, and with her husband, attempted to assist., The rope,
about 75 feet long, came up short, She called the sherrif's
office. His friend, waiting”patiently*at the bottom of the
drop, assumed his partner had capsized and was dumping his
hoat. It wasn't until the sirens were. heard that he realized
his friend might be in danger. This "waiting time" was about
30-40 minutes,

A deputy sherrif arrived promptly on the scene..He decided
that rescue from shore was "too dangerous” and requested a
helecopter from the Naval Weapons station at China Lake at
4125 PM. He thought that it would take "about 15 minutes"

to get the chopper. What he did not know was that it wanld

take 25 minutes to get the necessary clearances and 35 minutes
to scramble the crew before the 15 minute flight could commence,

Since the chopperx's radio was on a military frequency, it
could not contact the sherrif directly, so the deputy had no
way of knowing about this delay.

scue lack the necessary knowledge. ---Ed.

A few minutes after tnhe réquest had been put in a commercial
rafting party under the leadership of Gary Peebles arrived

at the scene, Seeing that many rescuers were on the scene

with ropes, yet not attempting the rescue, he sought out the
deputy in charge and offered his services. He was warned that

he would be held legally responsible if he attempted to help
and the rescue failed. He also told him that the helecopter

was due “at any minute”. Realizing that the victim was in
serious trouble due to cold and fatigue (not to mention the
frustration of seeing dozens of people on the bank doing nothing)
he began to organize a rescue. The deputy then threatened him
with the loss of his commercial rafting permit if he "interfered
with the rescue"., Gary, threatened with the loss of his livli-
hood, fired one of his employees, who, atting as a private
citizen, swam out to the victim to.hold his head out of the
water and to give him hope. Scon after another kayaker joined
him, and told how he had been pinned for over an hour the
previous year on a tree. These actions saved the victim's 1life,
since he had nearly given up hope and considered drowning
himself to end the agony.

Another group of private rafts arrived. As they were debating how
to organize a rescue, the helecopter arrived. the time was 6100,
two and one half hours after the accident and an hour-and a

half after the request for the chopper was first put in. They
lowered a rescue collar to the victim, who, assisted by the

two men helping him, put .it on. The people in the helecopter

had no idea how much water was in the kayak, or if they had
enough '1ift to do the job, much less if this coul@ be done with-
out inyuring the victim, The helecopter lifted hoth the victim
and his boat clear of the rock, lost 1lift, and dropped the kayak
back into the river. For one awful minute a crash seemed immi-
nent as the c¢urrent started to pull on the chopper, Fortunately,
the helecopter regained its 1ift and brought the victim to shore
where he was removed from his kayak,

On shore the incompetence continued. The victim was placed in
the back of an open pickup and transported to the helecopter
landing area, No attempt was made to cover; much less warm him
despite the efforts of the boaters on the scene to do so.
Transportation to the hospital was via the helecopter, where
the victim was rewarmed and "found" to have no broken bones,
only bruises. Amaisingly, no X-Rays were taken. The attitude
of the hospital staff seemed to be "anyone who is crazy enough
to be on that river deserves what they get.”



COMMENTS 1

1, The second member of the party was not prepared to assist
the victim, Anyone who "waits patiently" for over a half
an hour at the bottom of a drop simply isn't keeping the
kind of close tabs on his partner required in Wwite
wotcer, In a two man party, you should not let your partner
out of your sight for more than a few seconds at a time,
Had he been more alert, and ready to assist the passer-by
who sounded the alarm, the victim would have bren a lot more
comfortahle, and, withthis assistance, the rescue might
well have been made,

2. No mention is made of whether the party was carrying ropes.
Many Western hoaters do not, and this incident underscores
the importance of doing so, If the other members of your
party are not alert or trained, ropes do no good. But in
this case, combined with assistance from bystanders, two
ropes and three people under competent leadership should
have been enough.

3. The action of the deputy is understandable. He felt that
the helecopter's arrival was imminent, and was too unfam-
iliar with the river to organize a shore-based rescue.
This cdoes not, however, excuse him, River rescues are not
like other Kinds. Time works against you and a helecopter
is, at best, a back-up., The sherrif was not trained, did
not know where competent help (like former Olympic Coach
Tom Johnson of Kernville, who has worked as a firefighter)
could he reached, and yet felt competent to discourage
professional river guides from assisting him. This kind of
ignorance is hoth unprofessional and inexcusable.

o

The problems of jurisdiction, communication, and others
relating to the cooperation of several groups ocn a rescue
site is not unique to whitewater accidents. This accident
points out the need for preplanning, as well as for the
passage of Good Samaratan Laws to protect the rescuers from
the threat of lawsuits. Tom Johnson of Kernville immediately
began work on this, and his efforts appear later in the
newsletter. River rescues can be made from shore by non-
kayakers if they know how; and the trainino orocese will
eliminate much of the hostility shown towards boaters by
the sherrif's department and the locals throughout this
operation.

5. The boat folded behind the seat, ahead of the rear foam wall,
compressing the cockpit area and causing the entrapment.
From all accounts the boat was properly braced, and the
trouble was not due to a slippage or failure of the walls,

With the increasing number of roto-molded kayaks beéing made
and used in white water, it is becoming evident that entrap-
ment is a real problem, A fiberglass boat would probably
have either would have been able to pivot free because of
its rigidity or broken in half; roto-molded plastic boats
are much more flexible and almost unbreakable. Manufacturers
must do the résearch and development needed to minimize

this danger to avoid further accidents,
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IFor Sale:

6. When rescuing a pinned victim, you free him by pulling on
the boat. Ropes to the body are used only in the most des-
perate situations when they are needed to keep his head
ahove water and even the, the force of the pull should be
on the boat. A rescuer should be stationed with the victim
both to coordinate activities on shore and to go into the
water with him and free him from the boat once it is pulled
free, The shore party can assist by pulling in the boat
quickly. Because of potential entanglement problems, the
rescuer must have a knife available to cut the rope if
needed.

7. THE BEST APPROACH TO THIS ACCIDENT is to extracate the
victim from the kayak hy cutting it open. This avoids
the danger to the victim if, once the bhoat is pulled
free, he is so badly injured that he cannot get out. In
this case, the back of the kayak could have been cut off
with an axe, which was certainly available since fire-
fighters were on the scene. Once this is done, the boat
vill come free, and the victim can be pulled to shore.
The BEST WAY to do this is to have a rescuer tied into
& rope (with a guick-release harness) standing by. As
the hoat comes free, he grabs the victim and protects
him while those on shore belay the line and help work
both rescuer and victim to shore., Extra flotation, in
the form of inner tubes placed around the victim, will
make this procedure work more smoothly. A resche squad
can gec people and equipment to the victim using the
two-line technique described in the Ohio Rescue Manual
and previous newsletters, Briefly, a large inner tube
or ring buoy is attached to two lines, one for each
snore. It can then be moved to whatever position is
needed,

Paddlers who travel with people using roto-molded boats
should keep a heavy-duty knife sharp and accessible, While
slower than an axe, it is more practical for extended
trips. The TECHNA diving/survival knife is an excellent
choice, huy any one-piece knife will do.

This incident points out the sorry state of readiness among
units throughout the country which are charged with river
rescue, Nothing is more important than getting the needed
training to them; otherwi e,.ta ic deaths of courageous
men and continued hostilidy are”8tite to follow. It also
underscores the need of every boating party to be ready and
able to perform its own rescues, since competent help in
many areas simply does not exist'

Submitted By
Charles C, Walbridge
Safety Chairman, ACA

From noteS by Tom Johnson and Glen Kramesrn

Turkey Chute Beauty and the Beast

Can you identify the man and dog in this picture?
in this

Answers elsewhere issue.

CAMPWAY CHATOOGA RAFT(red line series), 13' long,

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. This is the same raft used
by the commercial outfitters on the Ocoee and Chattooga
Rivers., sell $1,000, call (615) 842+0327



Chattahoochee Search, May 2, 1981... Hal (Chip) and Vicky: Edwards have been on
some of the ground searches for the missing children and young peéople., Hal works
for Kentucky Fried Chicken, and they have been donating food to the searchers. He
contacted me, and we rounded up Bud Bland and Ralph Sikes, and, in ¢ooperation
with the UYAC and Fulton Cty Sherriff's office, we searched the Hooch from the
lower I285 crosshing near Bolton Rd to Campbelton RBd well below Six Flags. We were
glven a 1list of clothéng that was last worn by the four victims who have been found
in the Chattahoochee., The Edwards' found a black leather jacket, one of the items
on the list., It was turned over to the task force, and I heard this morning(tues)
thet it was identified as the Jacket worn by one of the victims. I don't know 1if
the police will learn much from this, but anything helps, and they seem to be a
bit fired up over this. There will be room for anyone who wants to do whatever
they can., I want to point out that searching for clothing 1s a whole lot easier
on one's constitution than searching for bodles, and the information found could
be very helpful to the police. The atmosphere on the trip was fairly cheerful,
and improved as time went on and we got used to the ldea., We saw a Great Blue
Heron several times, and I found a totally intact truck inner tube, The polnt I
want to make is that 1t 1sn't a bad trip, and it may really help. Anyone inter-
ested should contact any GCA Club officers, Chip Bdwards 977-0194, or, if we are
not around, call the UYAC (I think that is United Youth Adult Council) direct.
Call 753-5131 and ask fo¥ John Bascomb, Major Williams, or Richard Mitchel. Many
of you may feel 1like I have, that it #d would be neat to be able to help, but
what can we do? Well, now you have a new excuse to go canoeing.:  Give us a call.
Norm Reynolds Home 455-3498  ‘office 252-8205

Chattooga III, May 3, 1981... We had super weather, but only 1 foot on the upstream
guage, and the water was below the numbers on the downstream guage. 14 of us in
11 boats made the 8 hr trip. Some of the unnamed rapids were real fun at that-
level, while the stretch between Eye of the Needle and Keyhole was pretty slow.
Keyhole was the only one of the "biggies" that was a bit marginal. Bull Sluice
was unreal. The water at the top of the 1st drop is as high as ever, while the
level at the bottom of that drop is several feet down, making the 1st drop- look
almost like 2nd ledge, with all the turbulence still there, plus a rock none of us
had ever seen before. Since the recent drowning, we gave some extra thought to
the bull, and set a throw rope up on the 5.C, side above the drop. It's easy to
do as long as you have someone who is certain of making the eddy. (I ran up on
the rocks above the eddy, making sure I wouldn't miss it.) From the top of that
eddy, it is easy to throw a rope to someone who dumps in the approach rapld and
pull them out to the left, while you also need a rope on the right to help after
someone goes over the drop.. If this proceedure 1s followed, no one should end
up in the pot hole, with the possible exception of the one who goes down to set
up the rope on the left. It would be possible to walk down the left bank, set up
the rope, and then be relleved by someone climbing up the left side after his or
her run. 'This can be done with no loss of time whlle everyone stamds around try-
ing to decide whether to run it or walk it., One of our mempers took off his life
Jacket along the flat stretch above Bull Slulce, and like a motorcycle cop from
behind a billboard, a ranger leapt out and gave him a ticket to the tune of §35.
Forewarned is forearmedl On the trip were Bill Jones trying out a new C-1, and
James Lucas in an old one, running everything, including the Bull, backwards,
since the front of his boat has little remaining of its origenal material. LeRoy
Robbins was the sole K-1. Carlton Shuford, Eddie Donald, Alan Simons, Mark Levane
(1st time through the Bull, and smooth as silk), and Susan Levine, (No one told
her that the 1st time you run Dick's Creek, you aren't supposed to do it right)
paddled 0C-1. 1st timers Bob and Marge Strigow had a very niGe tandem run, as
did Bronwyn Fowlkes and son (C'mon Mom, it's easy) Tommy. I paddled tandem with
Zeke Dunn, who, after we had dumped in 2nd ledge, dragged my boat back up and ran it success-

fully, and proceeded, not entirely without cause, to blame me for our earlier upset. Zeke,
you can run it yourself from now on, you turkey! ---Norm Reynolds



LOWER AMICALOLA RIVER, Sun., Apr. 26, 1981 - We had a warm, sunny day and just e-
nough water for a viable run (.42 at Hwy 53). One can now drive to the river's edge
at Hwy 53 to James Harrington's former cabin, which is now home to the DNR ranger
for the Dawson Co. Forest and Amicalola properties. We put in upstream at Devil's
Elbow, where the river is now spanned by an old iron bridge moved from the Oconee R.
at Athens, and paddled to Hubbard Bridge Ford, just over 8 mi. downstream in the
Dawson Co. Forest. I'd previously arranged our access to the Ford on the North Gate
Rd., which now has a new locked gate at the Lockheed property line a mile north of
the north gate to the Forest. This property is being leased by a local hunting club
which is denying outsiders (even the DNR rangers) access. (Give me a call for sug-
gestions as to whom to contact to get the gate opened.) The river was not very pushy
but was technically demanding. Edge of the World, Lap Rapid (Pitchfork) and the
Slide gave many of us trouble and a few cool dips. Otherwise everyone had strong
runs on this beautiful river, whose banks were everywhere profusely and fragrantly
blooming with silverbell, fetterbush, wild azelea, wild apple, fire pink, flame a-
zelea and blazing star. Several of us were running the lower Amicalola for the first
time and declared it to be their favorite river. Who could disagree!?

PARTICIPANTS: Jimmy Spivey and Gene Wilkes in kayaks; Mel Beach, Les Davenport, Ri-
chard Cathey and Forte Rabb in solo opens; John & Tee Brower, Tom & Craig Brown,
Mike and Wendy Fraser, and Beth & I in tancdem opens. - Roger Nott

Helen to Atlanta Race, 5/7 & 5/8, 1981, 1In the 4 yrs that I've been in this
event, it has gone the distance only twice. Thls year it didnt't, again due to
high wind and waves on Lake Lanier. Of 34 boats that started, 11 reached the dam,
and 6 tipped over in the lake. Peter Elkon and I had a borrowed Sawyer Canadian,
from Ike Maxwell of New World Explorers in Columbus. If you want to try a fast
boat, this is it, but it won't turn like a boat with rocker, and it had a lot of
trouble with a strong quartering tall wind. This race 1s fascinating because of
the different conditions you hit. If the water had been high in the rapids and
the wind had been a bit easier, our boat would have outdistanced all the crulsing
boats there, but you never know what to expect. We spent most of the time trying
to catch two guys in an explorer who were stronger paddlers than we were, and we
had success on flat water, but we lost time in the waves and rapids. At one point
on the lake, we were 2nd and losing ground, when out of nowhere came a Grumman
doing at least 10 MPH surfing the waves, while we were always being swept broad-
side to the waves, which were U4ft high with whitecaps. Peter sald at one point
that he thought flat water paddling was supposed to be boring. A little wind on
a lake as large as lLanier can turn it into an experience as demanding, and for
a longer duration, as the Ocoee. Anyway, the offlcial end of the race was Buford
Dam, something we learned some 15 miles later, and we were 3rd. The ideal boat
for the race may have been ours. We never went the whole distance to find put.
The best boat would have been a kevlar Grumman with a retractable keel paddlied by
a palir of gorrillas. Many thanks to Ike fbr the boat. He has advertised in our
guldebook, in case anyone wants to contact him. Also, many thanks to Dave and
Ann Gale of the Wildewood Shop in Helen for organizing this race. If anyone who
reads this is looking for a real character building experience, sigh up next year,
Norm Reynolds
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Merced River, Yosemite National Park, California -— April 25, 1981

El Portal to Briceburg Run, 11 miles, 4 to 5 hours. Above El Portal, The Merced drops at 200
to 300 ft./mi. through tight, boulder-choked twisting drops. This is unrunnable. After looking
at this, the Class IV-V section that we ran looked easy. There were four of us, 3 plastic kayaks
and an open Blue-Hole. Ted Anderson and Ted Kearn ran the 8/10 mile section from the gas station
to the Rt. 140 Bridge. This is some crazy stuff, continuous (extremely continuous?) Class IV
with a Class V drop and keeper hole. There are 4 eddies and one 100' pool in a narrow rocky
streambed. Flow was about 2000 cfs. and the drop is about 120 ft./mi. Rescue was impossible and
it would be a nasty swim. The only thing that I could compare it to is the short run at the base
of the Ocoee dam at the floodgate. Ted Kearn later said, '"Don't put in above the bridge. It's
only for daredevils and idiots with a death wish." (I'm not sure which Ted is, maybe both. I
was taking pictures and felt uncomfortable just looking at this section.)

At the bridge, the gradient 'slows" to 100 ft./mi. for the next mile. Bob Constantini and
I put on here. Big waves and constant action, assorted holes and no eddies were the rule. Bob
handled the open well. From downstream, all you could see was the bottom of his boat as he rose
above the overhead standing waves. A dump here meant a long long swim. At Red Bud campground,
it slows to continuous Class II-III with a couple of drop-pool type Class IVs thrown in. The
standing waves at the bottom are big, overhead types that more than once smashed me back on the
deck of the boat. '

After Red Bud, it slows to 50 ft. per m11e for the rest of the run. This is the easy section
with continuous 2 ft. waves for 3 miles. Then a stretch of big waves (again) with 3 rapids of
ITI-1v dlfflculty The next 2 miles were ''flatwater" again, mostly Class II continuous until The
Big Drop.

Ned's Gulch is a solid Class V run. It is a series of standing waves and holes leading to
the drop itself. Middle left is a huge hole to miss. Right is a chute leading to a quick drop
to a funnel with overhead waves nailing you from both sides. Following the drop are a series of
standing waves. All told, about 6 really big waves and bunches of 'double-trouble size" waves.
Bob and I took the left 81de Class IV sneak route. Ted A. munched in the funnel and Ted K. made
it okay. The next 2 miles to the Suspension Brldge takeout is easy with one playable hole like
the hole below Diamond Splitter (Rusty's Hole?). ;

AlTl told, this river is like a huge, very continuous Ocoee. The "doldrums" are continuous
Class II. There are at least a dozen holes that you would be fortunate to exit with boat and

" probably 35 that I would be reluctant to enter at all. Really! 'All of them are avoidable. The
big standing waves toss you about with ease.

Bob is the first to run "open", at least at the high level, but probably first ever on this
section. All of these Western folk were impressed that this Georgia Boy could do such a thing.
He had one dump; he passed us in an eddy between Class IVs saying, "I'll just catch the next
eddy (and empty).' The next thing we saw was the boat endo-ing in the next Class IV and Bob
swimming. This was definitely an "expert' open-boat run.

Since moving out here, I've been on the Stanislaus, South Fork of the American, The Kern,

The Tuolumne and The Merced. So far, The Merced is the biggest, most continuous, and pushlest
of them all. Come out and visit!

Scott Simmerman
11701 Texas Avenue #305 ‘
los Angeles, CA 90025 (213/478-1371)

Answers to Trivia Quiz. The correct order, from north to south, is New, Watauga, Doe,
Nolichucky, French Broad, Pigeon, Little Pigeon, Little, Little Tennessee, Tellico,
Hiwassee, Ocoee, Conasauga, Coosawattee, Talking Rock.

These streans all arise in the Blue Ridge physiographic provnnce, and flow out of this
province in a generally west- northwest direction. The New River will eventually get you
down to the Ohio R. well upstream of Cincinnati. The New and most of the rest eventually
run down the Mississippi past New Orleans. But the last three on the list take a more direct
route to the Gulf of Mexico via the Ostanaula and the Coosa. Hope all my own answers are
right. ---Ed.

Broad River Trip — April 18. Although it has been a dry spring, the Broad River had ample water for
our trip. The wild azaleas and dogwood were blooming a cheerful "welcome" to us. My thanks to all
the group. FEach one added to the enjoyment of all of us. Sandy Sandlin, Trish Severin, Clint Wirick,
Mary Nell McLauchlin, Polly Heyward and Nancy Barker were in C I open. Leroy Robbins, Rich Cole, and
David Wise ran kayaks. Carolyn and Ben Whitehill, Larry and Kathy Gayle, Bran Proctor and Lory
Lanese, Chuck Stalwart and Ron Patchem were in tandem open canoes. Running C I decked was Laurie
Cole. My apologies for any misspelled names. —=—~- Nancy Barker, Trip leader.

For Sale: Wildwater K-1 mold, epoxy, $250; Wildwater C-2 mold, French "tube" design, $250. Will
also consider selling Wildwater C-2 instead of mold- v1ny1ester, epoxy, kevlar-used three times-
placed weH in Nationals, Southeasterns-$300." Call Doug Woodward, 921-5481(H) or 447-2375(W)-Atlanta



ETOWAH RIVER, Saturday April 25 -- At first it appeared that our outting was
going to have more boats than the Spanish in 1588, but our flotilla, because
of no-shows, concluded with a reasonably sized party of 15 open boats and 1
kayak. The original party consisted of Sharon Worsham, a Sierra Club member
who hopefully has now joined the GCA, paddling the kayak; Mike and Sue Serena,
Joe Metzer and Stewart Sprague, Linda and Chuck Stallworth, Dale and Mary
Bergen and John Howser and Richard Hopkins, paddling tandem; Lea Trifanoff,
Polly Heyward, Nancy Barker, Hank Miles, Lee Miles and myself, paddling solo;
and Gene Wilkes, paddling an open with a kayak paddle (a little weird possibly).
We lunched at the falls where we were joined by the latecomers: Roger Nott
and Les Davenport, solo, and Tee and John Brower, tandem. It was a beautiful
spring day and the weather could not have been better, yet the water level
was rather low. The solo boats scraped through with only minimal problems,
but in places, the water level caused real pains for the tandems. The scenery
to the falls was beautiful, but the paddling was rather uneventful. There
were five attempts, all successful, at running the falls: John Brower (with-
out Tee) and Roger running the left of center chute and Gene and myself (twice)
running the drop to the far right. The left center is definitely the better
run, but the right is good for putting butterflies in your stomach and bruising
up your knees. The water level dropped rapidly from the falls to the Castle-
berry Bridge take out, where the original party took out. The latecomers
continued on to do the Tunnel Section. Presumedly they are alive and well.

-- Jerry Holladay

Dam Builders Game

ARCC now has for sale to its members a wonderful board
game made by the Animal Town Game Co. called DAM
BUILDERS. Unlike most boardgames, this one stresses
cooperation—not competition. You're a beaver, working with
other beavers to build your dam, lodge, etc. You also work
together to defeat your biggest enemy, the U.S. Corps of
Engineers.

DAM BUILDERS is a delightful game for players of 8to 80. In
it, you'll learn many things about nature’'s Master Engineer, as
well as the misguided Corps.

Cost of the game is $15 (including postage). Make your
checks payable to ARCC.

River Maps Available

ARCC also has for sale a series of River Maps, donated
by artist William Neally. Measuring 18" by 35", each map
gives detailed information on overall river-ratings,
individual rapids, gradient, water levels, season, natural
and historical points of interest, safety tips, and includes a
useable road map.

Maps are available for the following rivers: Chattooga
(sections 1l and [|V-specify which section), Gauley,
Nolichucky, Ocoee, New River Gorge, Arkansas (Brown's
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¥While undercut rocks, downed trees and other strainers
are the greatest threats to 1life, 1imb, and property in
whitewater canoeing, river-wide holes below dams and weirs
run a close second, This is because canoeists can btecome
trapped in the back-curlers. The greater the flow over
the dam, the sironger the recirculation, the more diffi-
cult to break out of such a stopper. Hence, thc greater
the danger in higher water.

Tt is possible to run a dam successfully and even pass
over the stopper only to be stopped by the fierce recir-
culation and pulled back into the hole. (This hydrologl-
cal phenomenon may be likened unto a forceful whirlpool
laid over on its side) The paddler may drop straight in-

to the stopper and remain stuck in it, usually being
turned broadside o the flow (parallel to the danm) Dans
and weirs that are crescent-shaped (in plan view) are
particularly tough and should be avoided at all cost.
Much of what's said here applies equally to the holes

Boats A and B run (or back) up to-
ward the dam, Swinming victim grabs
A's grab loop or painter, A grabs B,
B (who is beyond the grasp of the re—
circulation) paddles like mad to get
them all out of there., A chain of as
many boats as necessary could be
formed. The advantage of this meth-
od is its relative speed, Assistance
is almost immediately available.

Capsizing and leaving the boat deliberately or other-
wise 1s one way out. Caught in the slot one is churned
around in the furious water, has very little idea of
which way is out or up, and may be unable to escape with-

degree, However,

counts,

This meihod has the advantage of
safeguarding the rescuer to a greater

sel up—and in a rescue every second
There's rarely time to call
a meeting, clect officers, and refer
the matier Lo a committee for deci-
sion and appropriate action.

and recirculation found in natural situations below
ledges and single large rocks. Such conditions found in
nature, though, are generally easier to avoid and, being
less uniform, most often provide some irregularities to
facilitate the canoeist's escape.

It is Escape that is the purpose of this piece—getiing
oneself oul and helping get others out of such a “keeper’,
It is based largely on an article in West Virginia Wild-
water Association's "Splashes", that credited Mick Jones,
wriling for "White Water Magazine".

It may be possible to ferry across the slot, using a
high draw over the downstream face of the stopper, to a
point where it is less powerful (usually closest to the
banks or below an obstruction) and from here escape down-
stream. This method is most useful in normal river con-
ditions. 1In flood, depending on the height and natured
the dam, it is doubtful if many paddlers would have eith-
er the strength or presence of mind to use this method.
Alternatively, 1f a tongue of water passes through the
stopper at any point, this may be used as a means of es-
cape.

~
A feasible alternative, if ther:
are only two canoeists (which there
should never be—but we are behoowed
1o be prepared for the worst of all

it takes longer to
possible eventualities). The empty
boat is pushed in toward the swimmer,
This, too, is a slower method and as
much luck as skill is needed in the
handling of the empty boat,

out assistance. It is possible for one to dive toward
the face of the dam. This will break him out of the re-
circulating water and pull him down to the bed of the
river. Keeping as close as possible to the riverbed, he

Canyon). Cost is $2.00 plus 75¢ postage.

To order, send your check for $2.75, made payable to
ARCC, to 323 Penn. Ave, SE, Washington, DC 20003. Be
sure to specify which map you want (as the supply is
limited, indicate a 2nd choice if possible), and to include
your name and address.

As part of your preparation for this eventuality, next
time you're in the water with your PFD on, just try sur-
,Tace diving (straight down, feet first) a time or two to
see the ease with which you overcome the supplemental

can be pushed beyond the hold of the keeper. That is the theory, and we
have it on good authority that it works. There are obvious risks but des-
perate moves are born of desperate situations, You will have already weighed
the alternatives, concluded you can't hold your breath forever, and elect-
ed to take the plunge as the most viable of the available options., It is
necessary to contemplate this sitvation repeatedly well in advance—to pre-
pare mentally for ii—in case it does happen some day.

Much was written and discussed in years past about shedding your PFD in
such a situation, to facilitate the dive. Before getting yourself into this
predicament consider: The PFD only floats about 15 pounds of dead weight,
Any reasonable effort can overcome that much buoyancy, and you may have use
for it downstream. Then, there's the time you'd lose in the act of remov-
ing it-— and the protection of ribs, kidneys, etc. that would be lost.
flotation. Not only should your PFD be custom fittedand
confortable enough that you'll wear it all the time, but
you should know in advance whai it's going to do for you
in a variety of circumstances, »
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Reprinted from the Knoxville News-Sentinel

TVA Studies Recreation Fee
for Ocoee River Raft Riders

By JOHN MOULTON
News-Sentinel Statf Writer
TVA is “seriously considering” charg-
ing fees to raft the Ocoee River in an at-
tempt to recover power revenues agency
officials say would be lost in diverting the
water, - . :
. The fee'system, if approved, would
begin in the spring of 1983, the first rec-
reation season after a $26 million project
to restore a flume and power house is ex-
pected to be finished. :
Cormercial river outfitters and other
whitewater enthusiasts currently use a
4.5 mile stretch of the river in Polk Coun-
ty at no cost. However, renovation of the
flume, shut down since 1976, would divert
the waten fuir power generation.
“Our economi¢ evaluation of a recrea-
tion fee system on the Ocoee River indi-
"cates that, although there will be substan-
tial reductions in use, enough money
«could be collected to repay the Office of
Power,” agency staff members said in a
‘memorandum last month to TVA General
“Manager Bill Willis. “In theory, the mar-
-ket can withstand the proposed fee
Schedule.” , :
~ Some rafters have filed suit in Federal
‘Court in Chattancoga to try to prevent
TVA from completing the $26 million
‘project and diverting the river. The suit
was filed after it appeared a compromise
offered by TVA in 1978 would not work.
In the compromise, TVA agreed to
cease power generation 82 days of the
year, primarily weekends and holidays,
- so the rafters could use the river. Howev-
“er," TVA said it would need a one-time $5
“million Federal appropriation to replace

. lost power revenues.

When no funds were available and
TVA continued with the project, the
rafters filed suit and TVA began looking

for other solutions.

" Although no set fees have been ap-
proved, TVA staff members have pro-

" posed.a $5 fee per person for the first five

years. The fee would increase to $7.50 the
next five years, go to $10 for the next 10
years and reach $15 for the next 15 years.
Based on 72,000 persons using the river

each year for 35 years, that fee system

would raise $22.5 million, the amount the
TVA staff said is necessary to replace lost
power revenues for that same period of
time. )

The fee could be tacked onto, the price -

already charged by the commercial
rafters, said George M. Humphrey, a rec-
reation planner in TVA’s Division of Land
and Forest Resources. Noncommercial
rafters would be charged as they entered
the river, he said.

According to the memo to Willis, pre-
pared by Humphrey and Richard S. Aus-
tin, project manager for streams, trails
and natural heritage in the division, the

fee system might not be practical consid- *

ering “unwillingness of the various river
groups. It is possible that the initial reac-
tion will be complete rejection of any fee
system,” the memo said. .

In response to the memorandum, TVA
Chairman S. David Freeman said, “It’s
not up to the rafters to accept or reject. If
the market is there, some other rafter will
fill it. Congress isn’t going to put up the
money. It’s either our power consumer or
those that ride the river.”

Answers to Turkey Chute: .
one staying safely behind the float block.

for him.

Por Sale:

Spectre II C-1 (some
with walls and split flotatlon,
outslde seams and blue with blue seams.
a year old, and quite sound.

Gall 373~753% and ask for Peter or Sallie.

For Sale: Xayak:
and bags. $150. G I:

skirt and bags. $350f

High volume - made by Marvin Albitz.
High volume made by Bill Crowley.
Kayak — heavy — repaired - old.

Bull Terrier "Butch'' and Bull Shooter Stan Landers.

"We could use some

- .
TVA will build us a dem v here.

dam. "

'

is the

Stan
Maybe Stan should get a Pointer to read water

what smaller-then-average Hahn-type), complete

Your choice of two: orange deck with blue
Both boabs are experienced, Jjust over
The blue boat is $300, the orange one $275,

In good repair, price includes spray skirt
In good repair. Price includes spray
Make an offer! :-Nancy Barker 874-8897(Atlanta)



